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ADVERTISEMENT. 



The. single end of this book is the presentation, in a compact and convenient 
form, of the more important facts, votes, resolves, letters, speeches, reports 
and other documents, which elucidate the political contest now agitating this 
country. It has been our aim to let every candidate and other important per- 
sonage speak for himself, make his own platform, and vindicate (if he may) his 
own consistency and the soundness of his views on the great questions which 
underlie our current politics. 

Of course, such a work can have but a comparative merit. Make it evar so 
large, and still many things must be omitted that the compiler would wish to 
insert ; and every critic will plausibly ask, " Why insert this and omit that ? 
Why give so much of A. and so little of B. ?" Beside, it is not always possi- 
ble to remember, or, if remembered, to find, all that w^ould be valued in a work 
like this. We can only say that we have done our best : let him do better 
who can. 

Inaccuracy of citation is one of the chief vices of our political discussions^ 
You can hardly listen to a set speech, even from a weU-informed and truthful 
canvasser, which is not marred by some misajjprehension or unconscious mis- 
statement of the position and views of this or that prominent statesman. 
Documents, heedlessly read and long since lost or mislaid, are quoted from 
with fluency and confidence, as though with indubitable accuracy, when the 
citations so made do gross injustice to their author, and tend to mislead the 
Learer. We believe the documents collected in this work are so printed that 
their general accuracy may be safely relied on. 

By canvassers of all parties, we trust our Text-Book will be found conve- 
nient, not to say indispensable. But those who only listen, and read, and 
reflect, will also find it a manifest help to a clear understanding of the issues and 
contentions of the day. They will be interested in comparing the actual posi- 
tions taken by Mr. Lincoln, or Mr. Douglas, or Gen. Cass, or Mr. Everett, as 
faithfully set forth in this work, with those confidently attributed to that 
statesman in the fluent harangue of some political opponent, who is intent on 
blazoning his inconsistency or proving his insincerity. To vorify and correct 
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the citations of a frothy declaimer is sometimes the easiest and most convincing 
refutation of his speech. 

If a trace of partisan bias is betrayed in the thread of narrative which par- 
tially unites the successive reports, bills, votes, etc., presented in this work, the 
error is unintentional and regretted. Our purpose was to compile a record 
acceptable and convenient to men of all parties, and which might be consulted 
and trusted by all. Whatever is original herein is regarded as of no use or 
merit, save as a necessary elucidation of the residue. Without apology, there- 
fore, or further explanation, the Text-Book is commended to the favor of the 
American public. 

New-Yobk, Auffusi Ut, 1860. 
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NATIOITAIi CAUCUSES, CONYENTIONS, AND 

PLATFOBMS. 



National Conventions for the nomination of 
candidates are of comparatively recent origin. 
In tlie earlier political history of the United 
States, under the Federal Constitution, candi- 
dates for President and Vice-President were 
nominated by congressional and legislative 
caucuses. Washington was elected as first 
President under the Constitution, and reelected 
for a second term by a unanimous, or nearly 
unanimous, concurrence of the American people; 
but an opposition parly gradually grew up in 
Congrass, which became formidable during his 
second terra, and which ultimately crystalized 
into what was then called the Republican 
party. John Adams, of Massachusetts, was 
prominent among the leading Federalists, while 
Thomas JefTerson, of Virginia, was preemi- 
nently the author and oracle of the Republican 
party, and, by common consent, they were the 
opposing candidates for the Presidency, on 
Washington's retirement in 1796-7. 

Mr. Adams was then chosen President, while 
Mr. Jefferaon, having the largest electoral vote 
next to Mn A., became Vice-President. 

The first Congressional Caucus to nominate 
candidates for President and Vice-President, is 
caid to have been held in Philadelphia in the 
year 1800, and to have nominated Mr. Jeffer- 
son for the first office, and Aaron Burr for the 
second. These candidates were elected after a 
desperate struggle, beating John Adams and 
Charles C. Pinckney, of South Carolina. In 
1804, Mr. Jefferson was reelected President, 
with George Clinton, of New-York, for Vice, 
encountering but slight opposition: Messrs. 
Charles C. Pinckney aud Rufus King, the op- 
posing candidates, receiving only 14 out of 176 
Electoral Votes. We have been unable to find 
any record as to the manner of their nomina- 
tion. In January, 1808, when Mr. Jefferson's 
second term was about to close, a Republican 
Congressional Caucus was held at Washington, 
to decide as to the relative claims of Madison 
and Monroe for the succession, the Legisla- 
ture of Virginia, which had beea said to exert 



R potent influence over such questions, being, 
on this occasion, unable to agree as to which oi 
her favored sons should have the preference. 
Ninety-four of the 136 Republican members of 
Congress attended this caucus, and declared 
their preference of Mr. Madiaon, who received 
83 votes, the remaining 11 being div'ded be- 
tween Mr. Monroe and George Clinton. The 
Opposition supported Mr. Pinckney; but Mr. 
Madison was elected by a large majority. 

Toward the clOiJa of Mr. Madison's earlier 
term, he was nominated for reeiection by a 
Congressional Caucus held at Washington, in 
May, 1812, In September of the same year, a 
convention of the Opposition, representing 
eleven States, was held in the city of New- 
York, which nominated De Witt Clinton, of 
New-York, for President. He was also put in 
nomination by the Republican Legislature of 
New- York. The ensuing canvass resulted in 
the reelection of Mr. Madison, who received 
128 electoral votes to 89 for De Witt Clinton. 

In 1816, the Republican Congressional Caucus 
nominated James Monroe, who received, in the 
caucus, 65 rotes to 64 for Wm. H. Crawford, 
of Georgia,. The Opposition, or Federalists, 
named Rufus King, of New-York, who received 
only 34 electoral votes out of 217. There was 
no opposition to the reelection of Mr. Monroe 
in 1820, a single (Republican) vote being cast 
against him, and for John Quincy Adams. 

In 1824, the Republican party could not be 
induced to abide by the decision of a Congres- 
sional Caucus. A large ujajority of the Repub- 
lican members formally refused to participate 
in such a gathering, or be governed by its deci- 
sion ; still, a Caucus was called and attended by 
the friends of Mr. Crawford alone. Of the 261 
members of Congress at this time, 216 were 
Democrats or Republicans, yet only 66 res- 
ponded to their names at roll-call, 64 of whom 
voted for Mr. Crawford as the Republican nomi- 
nee for President. This nomination was very 
extensively repudiated throughout the country, 
and three competing Republican candidates 
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were brought into the field through legislative 
and other machinery — viz., Andrew Jackson, 
Henry Clay, and John Quincy Adams. The re- 
sult of this famous " scrub race" for the Presi- 
dency was, that no one was elected by the 
people, Gen. Jackson receiving 99 electoral 
voi;e8, Mr. Adams 84, Mr. Crawford 41, and Mr. 
Clay 37. The election then devolved on the 
House of Representatives, where Mr. Adams 
was chosen, receiving the votes of 13 States, 
against 7 for Gen. Jackson, and 4 for Mr. Craw- 
ford. This was the end of "King Caucus." 
Gen. Jackson was immediately thereafter put 
in nomination for the ensuing term by the Le- 
gislature of Tennessee, having only Mr. Adams 
for an opponent in 1828, when he was elected 
by a decided majority, receiving 178 Electoral 
Votes' to 83 for Mr. Adams. Mr. John C. Cal- 
houn, who had at first aspired to the Presidency, 
in 1824, withdrew at an early stage from the 
canvass, and was thereupon chosen Vice-Presi- 
dent by a very large electoral majority — Mr. 
Albert Gallatin, of Pennsylvania, (the caucus 
candidate on the Crawford ticket,) being his 
only seriou" competitor. In 1828, Mr. Calhoun 
was the ca.>didate for Vice-President on the 
Jackson ticket, and of course reelected. It 
was currently stated that the concentration of 
the Crawford and Calhoun strength on this 
ticket was mainly efi'ected by Messrs. Martin 
Van Buren and Churchill C.Cambreleng, of New- 
York, during a southern tour made by them in 
1 827. In 1828, Richard Rush, of Pennsylvania, 
was the candidate for Vice-President on the 
Adams ticket. 



U. S. ANTI-MASONIO CONVENTION— 1830. 

The first political National Convention in this 
country of which we have any record was held 
at Philadelphia in September, 1830, styled the 
United States Anti-Masonic Convention. It was 
composed of 96 delegates, representing the 
States of New-York, Massachusetts, Connecti- 
cut, Vermont, Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, 
New-Jersey, Delaware, Ohio, Maryland and the 
Territory of Michigan. Francis Granger of 
New-York presided ; but no business was trans- 
acted beyond the adoption of the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That it is recommended to the people of the 
United States, opposed to secret societies, to meet in 
convention on Monday the 26th day of September, 1881, 
at the city of Baltimore, by delegates equal In number 
to their representatives In both houses of Congress, to 
malce nominations of suitable candidates for the office 
of President and Vice-President, to be supported at tlie 
next election, and for the transaction of such other 
business as the cause of Antl-Masoury may require. 

In compliance with the foregoing call, a Na- 
tional Anti-Masonic Convention was held at Balti- 
more, iu September, 1831, which nominated 
William Wirt, of Maryland, for President, and 
Amos Ellmaker, of Pennsylvania, for Vice-Pre- 
sident. The convention was attended by 112 de- 
legates from the Statesof Maine, New-Hampshire, 
Vermotit, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Con- 
necticut, New- York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Ohio, Indiana, Delaware and Maryland -—only 
JUrtssachusett3, New-York and Pennsylvania 
Ijeiiig fully represented. John C. Spencer, of 
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New-York, presided over the deliberations of the 
Convention, and the nominees received each 
108 votes. The candidates accepted the nomi- 
nation and received the electoral vote of Ver- 
mont only. The Convention did not enunciate 
any distinct platform of principles, but ap- 
pointed a committee to issue an Address to the 
people. In due time, the address was published. 
It is quite as prolix and verbose as modern po- 
litical addresses; and, after stating at great 
length the necessary qualifications for the 
Chief of a great and free people, and present- 
ing a searching criticism on the institution of 
free-masonry iu its moral and political bearings, 
somewhat intensified from the excitement 
caused by the (then recent) alleged murder of 
William Morgan, for having revealed the secrets 
of the Masonic Order, the Address comes to the 
conclusion that, since the institution had be- 
come a political engine, political agencies must 
be used to avert its baneful effects — in other 
words, " that an enlightened exercise of the 
right of suffrage is the constitutional and 
equitable mode adopted by the Anti-Masons is 
necessary to remove the evil they suffer, and 
produce the reforms they seek." 



DEMOCRATIC OR JACKSON NATIONAL 
CONVENTION— 1832. 

There was no open opposition in the Demo- 
cratic party to the nomination of Gen. Jackson 
for a second term ; but the party were not so 
well satisfied with Mr. Calhoun, the Vice-Presi- 
dent; so a Convention was called to meet at 
Baltimore in May, 1832, to nominate a candi- 
date for the second oflSce. Delegates appeared 
and took their seats from the States of 
Maine, New-Hampshire, Vermont, Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut, Rhode Island, New-York, 
New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Mary- 
land, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Georgia, Alabama, Louisiana. Mississippi, Ten- 
nessee, Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. 

Gen. Robert Lucas, of Ohio, presided, and 
the regular proceedings were comtnenced by 
the passage of the following resolution : 

BeMhsed, That each State be entitled, in the nomina- 
tion to be made for the Vice-Presidency, to a number at 
votes equal to the number to which they will be entitled 
in the electoral colleges, under the new apportionment, 
in voting for President and Vice-President; and that 
two-thirds of the whole number of the votes in the Con- 
ventionshall be necessary to constitute a choice. 

Tills seems to have been the origin of the 
famous two-thirds " rule which has prevailed 
of late iu Democratic National Conventions. 

The Convention proceeded to ballot for a can- 
didate for Vice-President, with the following 
result : 

For Martin Van Buren : Connecticut, 8 ; Illinois, ?! ; 
Ohio, 21 ; Tennessee, 15 ; North Carolina, 9 ; Georgia, 11 ; 
Louisiana, 5; Pennsylvania, 80; Maryland, 7; New- 
Jersey, 8; Mississippi, 4; Bhode Island, 4; Maine, 10; 
Massachusetts, 14; Delaware, 8; New-Hampshire, 7 ; 
New-Yorlc, 42 ; Vermont, V ; Alabama, 1— Total, 208. 

For Pilchard M. Johnson: Illinois, 2; Indiana, 9; 
Kentuclcy, 15— Total, 26, 

For Philip P. Barbour : North Carolina, 6 ; Virginia, 
23 ; Maryland, 8 ; South Carolina, 11 ; Alabama, 6— 
Total, 49. 

Mr. Van Buren, having receV/ed more than 
two-tliirds of all the votes cast, was declared 
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dulv nominated as the candidate of the party 
for Vice-President. 

The Convention passed a resolution cordially 
concurring in the repeated nominations which 
Gen. Jackson had received in various parts of 
tlie country for reelection as President. 

Mr. Archer, of Virginia, from the committee 
appointed to prepare an address to the people, 
reported that 

The commtttee, having interchanged opinions on the 
subject submitted to them, and agreeing fully in the 
principles and sentiments which they believe ought to be 
embodied in an addretis of this description, if such an 
address were to be made, nevertheless deem it advisa- 
ble under existing circumstances, to recommend the 
adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved, That it be recommended to the several de- 
legations in this Convention, in place of a General Ad- 
dress from this body to ths people of the United States, 
to make such explanations by address, report, or other- 
wise, to their respective constituents, of the object, pro- 
ceedings and result of the meeting, as they may deem 
expedient. 

The result of tliis election was the choice of 
General Jucksou, who received the electoral 
vote of the following States : 

Maine 10 ; New-Hampshire, 7 ; New-Yosrlc, 43 ; New- 
Jersey, 8 ; Pennsylvania, 80 ; Maryland, 3 ; Virginia, 
23 ; North Carolina. 1.5 ; Georgia, 11 ; Tennessee, 15 ; 
Ohio, 21 ; Louisiana, 5 ; Mississippi, <! ; Indiana, 9 ; 
Illinois, 5 ', Alabama, 7 ; Missouri, 4— -Total, 219. 

For Mr, Clay : Massachusetts, 14 ; Rhode Island, 4 ; 
Connecticut, 8 ; Delawitre, 3 ; Maryland, 5 ; Kentuclcy, 
15— Total, 49. 

For John Floyd, of Virginia : South Carolina, 11. 

For William Wirt, of Slaryland: Vermont, 7 

Mr. Van Buren received only 189 votes for 
Vice-President, Pennsylvania, which cast her 
vote for Jackson, having voted for William 
Wilkins of that State for Vice-President. 
John Sergeant, for Vice-President, received the 
fame vote as Mr. Clay for President. South 
Carolina voted for Henry Lee of Massachusetts, 
for Vice-Preitdeat. 



NATIONAL REPUBLICAN CONVENTION— 
1S3I. 

The National Republicans met in convention 
at Baltimore, Dec. 12, 1831. Seventeen States 
and the District of Columbia were represented 
by 167 dele^ites, who cast a unanimous vote 
for Henry Clny, of Kentucky, for President, and 
John Sergeant, of Pennsylvania, for Vice-Pre- 
sident. Janies Barbour, of Virginia, presided, 
and the Sttites represented were: Maine, New- 
Hampshire, .Masfsachusetts, Rhode Island, Cou- 
ni'cticut, Vermont, New York, New Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, 
North Carolina, Kentucky, Tennessee, Ohio, 
Louisiana and Indiana. The Convention adopted 
no formal platform of principles, but issued an 
Address, mainly devoted to a criticism on the 
Administration of Gen. Jackson, asserting, 
among other things, that — 

The political history of the Union for the last three 
years exliibiu a series of measures plainly dictated in all 
their principal features by blind cupidity or vindictive 
pjrty spirit, marked throughout by a disregard of good 
policy, justice, and every high and generous sentiment, 
and, terminating in a dissolution of the Cabinet under 
circumstances more discreditable than any of the kind to 
be met with in the annals of the civilised world. 

The address alludes to the charge of incapa- 
city and corruption leveled against his imme- 
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diate predecessor (J. Q. Adams) by Gen. Jack- 
son in his Inaugural Address, and adds : 

The indecorum of this denunciation was hardly less 
glaring than its essential injustice, and can only be 
paralleled by thet of the subsequent denunciation of the 
same Administration, on the same authority, to a foreign 
government. 

Exception is taken to the indiscriminate re- 
moval of all officers within the reach of the Pre- 
sident, who were not attached to his person or 
party. As illustrative of the extent to which 
this political proscription was carried, it is stated 
that, within a month after the inauguration of 
General Jackson, more persons were removed 
from office than during the whole 40 years that 
had previously elapsed since the adoption of the 
Constitution. Fault is also found with the Ad- 
ministration in its conduct of our foreign affairs. 
Again the Address Bays : 

On the great subjects of internal policy, the course 
of the President has been so inconsistent and vacillating, 
that it is impossible for any party to place cou'ddence in 
his character, or to consider him as a true and effective 
friend. By avowing his approbation of a judicious tariff, 
at tbe same time recommending to Congress precisely the 
same policy which had been adopted as the best plan of 
attack by the opponents of that measure ; by admitting 
the constitutionality and expediency of Internal Improve- 
ments of a National character, and at the same moment 
negativing the most important bills of this description 
which were presented to him by Congress, the President 
has shown that he is either a secret enemy to the system, 
or that he is willing to sacrifice the most important na- 
tional objects in a vain attempt to conciliate the conflict- 
ing interests, or rather adverse party feeling and opinions 
of different sections of the country. 

Objection is taken to Gen. Jackson's war on 
the United States Bank, and the necessity and 
usefulness of that institution are argued at con- 
siderable length. The outrageous and inhuman 
treatment of the Cherokee Indians by the State 
of Georgia, and the failure of the Nationa? Ad- 
ministration to protect them in their rights, 
acquired by treaty with the United States, 
is also the subject of animadversion in the 
the Address. 

A resolve was adopted, recommending to the 
young men of the National Republican Party to 
hold a Convention in the city of Washington on 
the following May. 

Such a Convention was accordingly held at 
the Capital on the 11th of May, 1832, over 
which William Cost Johnson, of Maryland, pre- 
sided, and at which the following, among other 
resolves, were adopted: 

Resolved, That an adequate Protection to American 
Industry is indispensable to the prosperity of the coun- 
try; and that an abandonment of the policy^ at thli 
period would be attended with consequences ruinous to 
the best interests of the Nation. 

Jiesoloed, That a uniform system of Internal Improve- 
ments, sustained and supported by the General Govern- 
ment, is calculated to secure, in the highest degree, the 
harmony, the strength and the permanency of the Re- 
public. 

Resolved, That the indiscriminate removal of public 
officers, for a mere difference of political opinion, is a 
gross abuse of power; and that the doctrine lately 
boldly preached in tbe United States Senate, that " to the 
victors belong the spoils of the vanquished," is detri- 
mental to the interest, corrupting to the morals, and 
dangerous to the liberties of the people of this coun- 
try. 

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION, 
1835. 

In May, 1885, a National Convention repre* 
senting twenty-one States, assembled at Balti- 
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more to nominate candidates for President and 
Vice-President. The Hon. Andrew Stevenson, 
of Virginia, was chosen president, with half a 
dozen vice-presidents and four secretaries. A 
rule was adopted that two-thirds of the whole 
number of votes should be necessary to make a 
nomination or to decide any question connected 
therewith. On the first ballot for President, 
Mr. Van Buren was nominated unanimously, re- 
ceiving 265 votes. For Vice-President, Richard 
M. Johnson, of Kentucky, received 178, and 
William C. Rives, of Virginia, 81. Mr. John- 
son, having received more than two-thirds of 
all the votes cast, was declared duly nominated 
as the candidate for Vice-President. This Con- 
vention adopted no platform. 

THE OPPOSITION IN 1836. 

In 1835, Gen. Wm. H. Harrison, of Ohio, was 
nominated for President, with Francis Granger, 
for Vice-President, by a Whig State Convention 
at Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and also by a 
Democratic Anti-Masonic Convention held at 
the same place. A Whig State Convention in 
Maryland also nominated Gen. Harrison for Pre- 
sident, with John Tyler, of Virginia, for Vice. 
Gen. H. also received nominations in New York, 
Ohio and other States. 

Hugh L. White, of Tennessee was nominated 
by the Legislatures of Tennessee and Alabama, 
as the Opposition or Anti-Jackson candidate ; 
while Mr. Webster was the favorite of the Oppo- 
sition in Massachusetts, and Willie P. Mangura, 
of N. C. received the vote of S. C, 11. The 
result of the contest of 1836 was the election 
of Mr. Van Buren, who received the electoral 
votes of the States of 

Maine, 10; New-Hampshire,?; Rhode Island, 4 ; Con- 
necticut, 8 ; New York, 42 ; Pennsylvania, 80 ; Virginia, 
23 ; North Carolina, 15 ; lioulsiana, 5 ; Mississippi, 4 ; 
Illinois, 5; Alabama, 7 ; Missouri, 4; Arkansas, 8; Michi- 
gan, 3— Total 170. 

Gen. Harrison received the votes of 

Vermont, 7 ; New-Jersey, 8 ; Delaware, 8 ; Maryland, 
10; Kentucky, 15; Ohio, 21 ; and Indiana, 9— Total, 78. 

Hugh L. White received the vote of Georgia, 
11, and Tennessee, 15: total, 26. Mr. Webster 
received the vote of Massachusetts, 14. 

WfllG NATIONAL CONVENTION,— 1839. 

A Whig National Convention representing 
twenty one States met at Harrisburg, Pa., Dec. 
4, ] 839. James Barbour, of Virginia, presided, 
and the result of the first ballot was the nomina- 
tion of Gen. William H. Harrison, of Ohio, who 
received 148 * votes to 90 for Henry Clay, and 
16 for Gen. Winfield Scott. John Tyler, of 
Virginia, was unanimously nominated as the 
Whig candidate for Vice-President. The Con- 
vention adopted no platform of principles ; but 
the party in conducting the memorable cam- 
paign of 1840, assailed the Administration of 
Mr. Van Buren for its general mismanagement 
of public affairs and its profligacy, and the 

•Ballots were repeatedly taken in committee throughout two 
or three days ; but aa no cAndidate received a majority, it was 
ODiy reported to the convention that the committee had not been 
able to Hirree on a candidate to be presented to the convention. 
Fliinlljr, tlie delegate!) from New- York and other States which 
hnd supported lien. Scutt, Renerally went over to (Den. Harrison, 
wli ) tliu9 received a ninjority, «rhen the result woa declared, sa 
above. 



result was the triumphant election of Harrison 
and Tyler, Van Buren receiving the electoral 
vote of only seven States ; viz: 

New-Hampshire, 7 ; Virginia, 28 ; South Carolina, H ; 
Illinois, 6 ; Alabama, 7 ; Missouri, 4 ; and Arkansas, 8— 
Total, 60. 

South -Carolina refused to vote for Richard M. 
Johnson for Vice-President, throwing away her 
11 votes on Littleton W. Tazewell, of Virginia. 
Harrison and Tyler received the votes of tiie 
following States: 

Maine, 10; Massachusetts, 14; Rhode Island, 4 ; Con- 
necticut, 8; Vermont, 7; New- York. 42; New- Jersey, 8 : 
I'ennsylvania, 30 ; Delaware, 8; Maryland, 10; North 
Carolina, 16 ; Georgia, 11 ; Kentucky, 15 ; Tennessee, 15 ; 
Ohio, 21; Louisiana, 5; Mississippi, 4; Indiana, 9; Michi- 
gan, 8— Total, 234. 



ABOLITION CONVENTION,— 1839. 

A Convention of Abolitionists was held at 
Warsaw, N. Y., on the 13th of November, 1839, 
which adopted the following: 

Besohied, That, in cur Judgment, every consideration 
of duty and expediency which ought to control the 
action of Christian freemen, requires of theAbolltionisu 
of the IT. S. to orgauize a distinct and independent poli- 
tical party, embracing all the necessary means for nomi- 
nating candidates for olBce and sustaining them by 
public auifrage. 

The Convention then nominated for Presi- 
dent James G. Birney, of New York, and for 
Vice-President Francis J. Lemoyne, of Penn- 
sylvania. These gentlemen subsequently de- 
clined the nomination. Nevertheless they 
received a total of 7,609 votes in various Free 
States. 

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION, 
1840. 

A Democratic National Convention met at 
Baltimore, May 5th, 1840, to nominate candi- 
dates for President and Vice-President. Dele- 
gates were present from the States of Maine, 
New-Hampshire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Rhode 
Island, New-York, New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, 
Maryland, North Carolina, Georgia, Kentucky, 
Tcnnessee,Ohio, Alabama,Mississippi, Louisiana, 
Indiana, Missouri, Michigan, and Arkansas. 
Gov. William Carroll, of Tennessee, presided, 
and the Convention, before proceeding to the 
nomination of candidates, adopted the follow- 
ing platform — viz. : 

1. Itesolved, That the Federal Government is one of 
limited powers, derived solely from the Constitution, and 
the grants of power shown ttierein ought to be strictly 
construed by all the departments and agents of the 
government, and that it is inexpedient and dangerous to 
exercise doubtful constitutional powers. 

2. lleaolced, That the Constitution does not confer 
upon the General Government the power to commenco 
or carry on a general system of internal improvement. 

3. Jleaolved, That the Constitution does not confer 
authority upon the Feiieral Government, directly or in- 
directly, to assume the debts of the several States, con- 
tracteii for local internal improvements or other State 
purposes ; nor would such assumption be Just or ex- 
pedient. 

4. Resolved, That Justice and sound policy forbid the 
Federal Government to foster one branch of industry to 
the detriment of another, or to cherish the Interest of 
one portion to the injury of another portion of our com- 
mon country— that every citizen and every section of 
the country has a right to demand and insist upon &a 
equality of rights and privileges, and to complete and 
ample protection of persons and property from domedtio 
violence or foreign aggression. 
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6. JiMolved, That it la the duty of every branch of 
the government to enforce and practice the most rigid 
economy in conducting our public alTalra, and that no 
more revenue ought ,to be raised than is required to de- 
fray the necessary expenses of the government. 

0. Jieaoived, That Congress has no power to charter a 
United States Bank, that we believe such an institution 
one of deadly hostility to the best interests of the coun- 
try, dangerous to our republican institutions and the 
liberties of the people, and calculated to place the busi- 
ness of the country within the control of a concentrated 
money power, and above the laws and the will of the 
people. 

7. Jlesolved, That Congress has no power, under the 
Constitution, to interfere with or control the domestic 
institutions of the several States ; and that such States 
are the sole and proper judges of everything pertaining 
to their own affairs, not prohibited by the Constitution ; 
that all efforts, by abolitiouists or other?, made to induce 
Congress to interfere with questions of slavery, or to 
take incipient steps in relation thereto, are calculated to 
lead to the most alarming and dangerous consequences, 
and that all such efforts have an inevitable tendency to 
diminish the happiness of the people, and endanger the 
stability and permanency of the Union, and ought not to 
be countenanced by any friend to our Political Institu- 
tions. 

8. Jlesolved, That the separation of the moneys of the 
government from banking institutions is indispensable 
for the safety of the funds of the government and the 
rights of the people. 

9. Reaolved, That the liberal principles embodied by 
Jefferson in the Declaration of Independence, and sanc- 
tioned in the Constitution, which makes ours the land 
of liberty and the asylum of the oppressed of every 
nation, have ever been cardinal principles in the Demo- 
cratic faith : and every attempt to abridge the present 
privilege of becoming citizens, and the owners of soil 
amonj; us, ought to be resisted with tlie same spirit 
which swept tlie Allen and Sedition Laws from oiu: statute 
book. 

The Convention then unanimously nominated 
Mr. Van Burcn for reelection as President ; but, 
there being much diversity of opinion as to the 
proper man for Vice-Pre.sident, the following 
preamble and resolution were adopted : 

Whereas, Several of the States which have nominated 
Martin Van Buren as a candidate for the Presidency, 
have put in nomination different individuals as candi- 
dates for Vice-President, thus indicating a diversity of 
opinion as to the person best entitled to the nomination ; 
and whereas some of the said States are not represented 
In this Convention, therefore. 

Resolved, That the Convention deem it expedient at 
the present time not to choose between the individuals 
in nomination, but to leave the decision to their Kepub- 
lican fellow-citirens in tlie several States, trusting that 
before the election shall take place, their opinions will 
become so concentrated as tc secure the choice of a 
Vice-President by the Klectoral College. 

WHIG NATIONAL CONVENTION, 1844. 

A Whig National Convention assembled in 
Baltimore, on the 1st of May, 1844, in which 
every State in the Union was represented. Am- 
brose Spencer, of New-York, presided, and Mr. 
Clay was nominated for President by acclama- 
tion. For Vice-President, there was some di- 
versity of preference, and Mr. Freliughuysen, of 
N. J., was nominated on the third ballot as fol 
lows : 



T. Frellnghuysen, N. J.,... 

John Davis, Mass., 

Millard Fillmore, N. V.,. .. . 
John Sergeant, Pa., 



BALLOTS. 

ut. 
101 

63 

m 

33 



118 
74 
51 



.tni. 

155 
79 
40 



82 withdrawn. 



Total, 275 275 274 

The principles of the party were briefly 
summed up in the following resolve, which was 
adopted by the Convention : 

Resolved, Tliat these principles may be summed as 
comprising a well regulated National currency— a Tariff 
fbr revenue to defray tite necessary expenses of the 



Government, and discriminating with special reference 
to the Protection of the Domestic Labor of the country 
— the Distribution of the proceeds from the sales of the 
Public Lands— a single term for the Presidency— a re- 
form of executive usurpations — and generally such an ad- 
ministration of the affairs of the country, as shall impart 
to every branch of the public service the greatest practi- 
cable efficiency, controlled by a well-regulated and wise 
economy. 

The contest resulted in the choice of the 
Democratic candidates (Polk and Dallas,) who 
received 170 electoral votes as follows : Maine, 
9; New-Hampshire, 6; New-York, 36; Penn- 
sylvania, 26 ; Virginia, 17 ; South Carolina, 
9 ; Georgia, 10 ; Alabama, 9 ; Mississippi, 6 ; 
Louisiana, 6 ; Indiana, 12 ; Illinois, 9; Missouri, 
7 ; Arkansas, 3 ; Miciiigan, 6 — 170. 

For Clay and Freliughuysen : Vermont, 6 ; 
Massachusetts, 12 ; lihode Island, 4 ; Connecti- 
cut, 6 ; New-Jersey, 7 ; D-^Iaware, 3 ; Maryland, 
8; North Carolina, 11; Tennessee, 13;' Ken- 
tucky, 12 ; Ohio, 23—105. 

DEMOCRATIC NATIONAL CONVENTION, 
1844. 

A Democratic National Convention assembled 
at Baltimore on the 27 th May, 1844, adopted the 
two-third rule and, after a stormy session of three 
days, James K. Polk, of Tennessee, was nomi- 
nated for President, and Silas Wright, of New 
York, for Vice-President. Mr. Wright declined 
the nomination, and George M. Dallas, of Penn- 
sylvania, was subsequently selected to fill the 
second place on the ticket. 

The ballotings for President were as follows : 

BALLOTS. 

1st. 2<i. 3rrt. 4th. 5th. 6lh. 71h. 8lli. 9th. 
M. Van Buren.... 146 127 121 111 103 101 99 104 2 

Lewis Cass 83 94 92 105 107 116 123 114 29 

U. M. Johnson 29 83 38 82 26 25 21 — — 

James Buchanan. . 4 9 11 17 29 23 22 2 — 

J. C. Calhoun — 1211112 — 

Levi Woodbury.. . — — 2 — — — — — — 

Con. Stewart — 1 — — — — — 

James K. Polk..., — — — ~-___442g8 

Mr. Van. Buren's name was withdrawn after 
the 8th ballot. 

The plaifornj adopted by the Convention was 
the same as that of 1840, with the following 
additions : 

Resolved, That the proceeds of the Public Lands 
ouglit to be sacredly applied to the national objects speci- 
fied in the Constitution, and that we are opposed to the 
laws lately adopted, and to any law for the Distribution 
of such proceeds among the States, as alike inexpedient 
in policy and repugnant to the Constitution. 

Itesoloed, That we are decidedly opposed to taking 
from the President the qualified veto power by which he 
is enabled, under restrictions and responsibilities amply 
sufiicient to guard the public interest, to suspend the 
passage of a bill, whose merits cannot secure the ap- 
proval of two-tliirds of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives, until the judgment of the people can be ob- 
tained tiiereon, and which has thrice saved the Ameri- 
can People from the corrupt and tyrannical domination 
of the Bank of the United States. 

Resolved, That our title to tlie whole of the Territory of 
Oregon is clear and unquestionable; that no portion of the 
same ought to be ceded to England or any other power; 
and that the reoccupation of Oregon and the reannex- 
ation of Texas at the earliest practicable period are 
great American measui es, which this Convention recom- 
mends to the cordial support of the Democracy of the 
Union. 

• . 

LIBERTY PARTY N.iTIONAiLi CONVEN- 
TION, 1«43. 
The Liberty Party National Convention met 
at BuflUlo, on the 30th of August. Leicester 
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King, of Ohio, presided, and James G. Birney, of 
Michigan, was unanimously uoiuinated for Pre- 
sideut, with Thomas Morris, of Ohio, for Vice- 
President. Among the resolves adopted were 
the following : 

Jteeolved, That human brotherhood is a cardinal prin- 
ciple of true Democracy, as well as of pure Christianity, 
wbicli spurns all inconsistent limitations; and neither 
the political party which repudiates it, nor the political 
system which is not based upon it, can be truly Demo- 
cratic or permanent. 

Jtenolved, Tliat the Liberty Party, placing itself upon 
this broad principle, will demand the absolute and un- 
qualified divorce of the General Government from 
slavery, and also the restoi ation of equality of rights, 
among men, in every State where the party exists, or 
may exist. 

Heaolvtd, That the liberty Parly has not been organ- 
ized for any temporary purpose by Interested politicians, 
but has arisen from among the people in consequence of 
a conviction, hourly gaining ground, that no other party 
in the country represents the true principles of American 
liberty, or the true spirit of the Constitution of the 
United States. 

Resolved, That the Liberty Party has not been organ- 
ized merely for the overthrow.- of slavery ; its firat de- 
cided elTort must, indeed, be directed against slavehold- 
ing as the grossest and most revolting manifestation of 
despotism, but it will also carry out the principle of 
equal rights into ail its practical consequencei< and ap- 
plications, and support every Just measure' conducive to 
individual and social freedom. 

Jlesolved, That the Liberty Party is not a sectional 
parly but e. national party ; was not originated in a de 
sire to accomplish a single object, but in a comprehen- 
sive regard to the great interests of the whole country ; 
is not a new party, nor a third party, but is the parly 
of 1770, reviving the principles of that memorable era, 
and striving to carry them into practical application. 

Jienolvetl, That it was undersiood in the times of the 
Declaration and the Constitution, that the existence of 
slavery in some of the States, was in derogation of the 
principles of American Liberty, and a deep stuin upon 
the character of the country, and the implied faith of the 
States and the Nation was pledged, thai slavery should 
never be extended beyond its then existing limits, but 
sliould be gradually, and yet, at no distant day, wholly 
abolished by i^tate authority. 

Jieiivlced, That the faith of the States and the Nation 
thus pledged, was most nobly redeemed by the voluntary 
Abolition of Slavery in several of the Stales, and by the 
adoption of the Ordinance of 1787, for the government 
of the Territory northwest of the river Ohio, then the only 
Territory in the United Slates, and consequently the only 
territory subject in this respect to the control of Congress 
by which O. dinance Slavery was forever excluded from 
the vast regions which now compose the States of Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and the Territory of Wiscon- 
sin, and an incapacity to bear up any other than freemen, 
was impressed on the soil itself. 

JtMoloed, That the faith of the States and Nation 
thus pledged, has been shamefully violated by the omis- 
sion ou the part of many of the States, to take any 
measures whatever for the Abolition of Slavery within 
their respective limits ; by the continuance of Slavery 
in the District of Columbia, and in the Territories of 
Louisiana and Florida ; by the Legislation of Congress ; 
by the protection atTorded by national legislation and 
negotiation to slaveholding in American vessels, on the 
high seas, employed in the coastwise Slave Traffic ; and 
by the extension of slavery far beyond its original 
limits, by acts of Congress, admitting new Slave States 
into the Union. 

JtMolved, That the fundamental truths or the Declara- 
tion of Independence, that all men are endowed by their 
Creator with certain inalienable rights, among which are 
life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness, was made the 
fundamental law of our National Government, by that 
amendment of the Constitution which declares that no 
person shall be deprived of life, liberty or property, 
without due process of law. 

Jtesolved, That we recognize as sound, the doctrine 
maintained by slaveholdmg Jurists, that slavery is 
against natural rights, and strictly local, and that its ex- 
istence and continuance rests on no other support than 
State Legislation, and not on any authority of Congress. 

Jiesolved, That the General Government has, under 
the Constitution, no power to establish or continue 
Slavery anywhere, and therefore that all treaties and 
acts of Congress establishing, continuing or favoring 
Slavery In the District of Columbia, In tho Territory of 



Florida, or on the high seos, are unconstitntional, and all 
attempts to hold men as property within the limits of ex- 
clusive national jurisdiction, ought to beprohibited by law. 

Jiesolved, That the provision of the Constitution of the 
United States, which confers extraordinary political 
powers on the owners of slaves, and thereby constitut- 
ing the two hundred and fifty thousand slaveholders In 
the Slave States a privileged aristocracy ; and the pro- 
vision for the reclamation of fugitive slaves from service, 
are Anti-Republican in their character, dangerous to the 
liberties of the people, and ought to be abrogated. 

Resolved, That the practical operation of the second 
of these provisions, is seen In the enactment of the 'act 
of Congress respecting persona escaping from their mas- 
ters, which act, if the construction given to it by the 
Supreme Court of the United States in the case of Prigg 
V8. Pennsylvania be correct, nulliBcs the habeas corpus 
acts of all the States, takes away the whole legal security 
of personal fieedom, and ought therefore to be immedi- 
ately repealed. 

Jiesolved, That the peculiar patronage and support 
hitherto extended to Slavery and Slaveholding, by the 
General Government, ought to be immediately willi- 
drawn, and the example and influence of National 
authority ought to be arrayed on the side of Liberty and 
Free Labor. 

Jiesolved, That tho practice of the General Govern- 
ment, which prevails in the Slave States, of employing 
Slaves upon the public works, instead of free laborers, 
and payiag aristocratic masters, with a view to secure or 
reward political services, is utterly indefensible and 
ought to be abandoned. 

Jiesolved, That freedom of speech, and of the press, 
and the right of petition, and the right of trial by jury, 
are sacred and inviolable ; and that all rules, regula- 
tions and laws, in derogation of either are oppressive, un- 
constitutional, and not to be endured by free people. 

Jiesolved, 'ihat we regard voting in an eminent de- 
gree, as a moral and religious duly, which, when exer- 
cised, should be by voting for those who will do alt ii 
their power for Immediate Emancipation. 

Ji'isoloed, That this Convention recommend to tbi 
friends of Liberty in ail those Free Stales where any in 
equality of rights and privileges exists on account ofi 
color, to employ their utmost energies to remove all such j 
remnants and elTects of the Slave system. 

Whereas, The Constitution of these United States is 
a series of agreements, covenants, or contracts between 
the people of the United States, each with all and ail 
with each ; and 

W/iereas, It is a principle of universal morality, that 
the moral laws of the Creator are paramount to all 
human laws ; or, in the language of an Apostle, that 
"we ought to obey God rather than men;" and, 

iVhereiis, The principle of common law— that any 
contract, covenant, or agreement, to do an act deroga- 
tory 10 natural right, is vitiated and annulled by its in- 
herent immorality— has been recognized by one of the 
Justices of the Supreme Court of the United States, who 
in a recent cuse expressly holds that "any contract 
that rests upon such a basis is void ;" and, 

Wfiereas, The third clause of the second section of 
the fourth article of the Constitution of the United 
States, wlien construed as providing for the surrender of 
a Fugitive Slave, does rest upon such a basis," in that 
it is a contract to rob a man of a natural right— namely, 
his natural right to his own liberty ; and is, therefore, 
absolutely void. Therefore, 

Jiesolved, That we hereby give it to be distinctly 
understood by this nation and the world, that, as aboii' 
tinnists, considering that the strength of our cause lies 
in its righteousness, and our hope for it in our conformity 
to the laws of God, and cur respect for the kiouts os 
UAN, we owe it to the Sovereign Kuler of the universe, ae 
a proof of our aiiegiance to Him, in all our civil relations 
and offices, whether as private citizens or as public 
functionaries sworn to support the Constitution of the 
United States, to regard and to treat the third clause of 
the fourth article of that instrument, whenever applied \ 
to the case of a fugitive slave, as utterly null and void, \ 
and consequently as forming no part of the Couslitulioo I 
of the United States, whenever we are called upon oi J 
sworn to support it. 

Jiesolved, That the power given to Congress by the 
Constitution, to provide for calling out the militia to 
suppress insurrection, does not make it the duty of the 
Government to maintain Slavery by military force, much 
less does it make it the duty of the citizens to form a 
part of such military force. When freemen unsheath the 
sword it should be to strike for Liberty, not for Despot* 
ism. 

Jiesolved, That to preserve the pence of the citizens, and 
secure the blessings of freedom, the Legislature of each ot 
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the Fr«c States onght to keep in force suitable statutes 
rendering it penal for any of its inhabitants to transport, 
or aid in transporting from such State, any person 
sought, to be thus transported, merely because subject 
to the slave laws of any other State ; this remnant of in< 
dependence being accorded to the Free States, by the 
decision of the Supreme Court, in the case of Frigg va. 
the State of Pennsylvania. 



WHIG NATIONAL OONVENTION, 1848. 

A Whig National Convention met at Phila- 
delphia, on the 7th of June, 1848, over which 
John M. Morehead, of North Carolina, presided. 
After a rather stormy session of three days, 
Gen. Zachary Taylor, of Louisiana, was nomi- 
nated for President, and Millard Fillmore, of 
New- York, for Vice-President. Gen. Taylor 
was nominated on the fourth ballot, as follows : 

BALLOTIHaS. 

1st. 2d. M. iih. 

Taylor lU 113 188 171 

Clay 97 86 74 82 

Scott 43 49 64 63 

Webster. 22 22 17 13 

Clayton 4 4 1 — 

McLean 2 1 — — 

Total 279 280 279 279 

Mr. Fillmore was nominated for Vice-Presi« 
dent on the second ballot, by the following 
vote : 

BALLOTINOS. 

l8t. 2d. 

M. Fillmore. 115 178 

Abbott Lawrence 109 83 

Scattering 50 4 

Total 274 260 

Of the scattering vote cast on the first ballot, 
George Evans, of Maine, received 6 ; T. M. T. 
McKennen, of Pa., 13; Andrew Stewart, of Pa., 
14 ; and John Sergeant, of Pa., 6. 

Tlie Convention adopted no Platform of 
Principles. After it hud been organized, and a 
resolution offered to go into a ballot for candi- 
dates for President and Vice-President, Mr. 
Lewis D. Campbell, of Ohio, moved to amend 
as follows : 

Resolved, That no candidate shall be entitled to re- 
ceive the nomination of this Convention for President 
or Vice-President, unless he has given assurances that 
he will abide by and support the nomination; that if 
nominated he will accept the nomination ; that he will 
consider himself the candidate of the Whigs, and use 
ail proper influence to bring Into practical operation the 
principles and measures of the Whig Party. 

This resolution met with decided opposition, 
and the president ruled it out of order, from 
which decision Mr. Campbell appealed, and in a 
speech contended that it was strictly in order to 
define what sort of candidate should be voted 
for, and to declare that none but sound Whigs 
should receive important nominations at the 
hands of a Whig National Convention. The 
appeal was tabled. 

Mr. Fuller, of New York, offered the follow- 
ing: 

ResoleeS, That as the first duty of the representatives 
of the Whig Party is to preserve the principles and in- 
tegrity of the party, the claims of no candidate can be 
considered by this Convention unless such candidate 
stands pledged to support, in good faith, the nominees 
and to be the exponent of Whig Principles. * 

The president ruled this resolution out of 
order, and Mr. Fuller appealed, insisting that 
no true Whig could reasonably object to his 



proposition. This appeal was also laid on the 
table. 

After Gen. Taylor had been nominated, Mr. 
Charles Allen, of Massachusetts, offered tho 
following : 

Sesoheci, That the Whig Party, through its represen- 
tatives here, agrees to abide by the nomination of Gen. 
Zaohary Taylor, on condition that he will accept the 
nomination as the candidate of the Whig Party, and 
adhere to its great fundamental principles—no exten- 
sion of slave territory — no acquisition of foreign terri- 
tory by conquest— protection to American industry, and 
opposition to Executive usurpation. 

The president immediately decided the reso- 
lution out of order, and no further notice was 
taken of it. 

After the nomination for Vice-President had 

been made, Mr. McCuIiough, of New-Jersey, 

offered the following: 

Resolved, That Gen. Zachary Taylor, of Louisiana, 
and Millard Fillmore, of New-York, be, and they are 
hereby unanimously nominated as the Whig candidatoi 
for President and Vice-President of the United States. 

Mr. D. R. Tilden, of Ohio, proposed the fol* 
lowing, expressing the opinion that some such 
declaration by the Convention would be neces- 
sary, in order to secure the vote of Ohio for 
the nominee : 

Resolved, That while all power Is denied to Congress, 
under the Constitution, to control, or in any way Inter- 
fere wi.h the institution of Slavery within the several 
States of this Union, it nevertheless has the power and 
it is the duty of Congress to prohibit the introduction or 
existence of Slavery in any territory now possessed, or 
which may hereafter be acquired,by the United States. 

This resolution, like all others aflSnning Whig 
OP Anti-Slavery principles, was ruled out of 
order, and laid on the table. A motion was 
made to divide Mr. McCullough's resolve, so 
that the vote could be taken separately on 
President and on Vice-President, when, after 
discussion, the resolve was withdrawn. 

Mr. Billiard, of Alabama, offered a resolve 
indorsing Gen. Taylor's letter to Captain Alli- 
son, which, meeting opposition, was withdrawn ; 
so the Convention adjourned without passing 
any resolves having reference to Whig prin- 
ciples, the issues before the country, or of con- 
currence in the nominations. 



RATIFICATION MEETING AT PHILA- 
DELPHIA. 

On the evening of the last day of the session 
(9th June), a ratification meeting was held at 
Philadelphia, at which Gov. Wm. F. Johnston, 
of Pa., presided, and at which speeches were 
delivered by Governor Morehead, Gen. Leslie 
Coombs, of Ky., and several others, and at 
which the following resolves, reported by W. S. 
Price, of Pennsylvania, were adopted : 

1. Resolved, That the Whigs of the United States, 
here assembled by their Representatives, heartily ratify 
the nominations of Gen. Zachary Taylor as President, 
and Millard Fillmore as Vice-President of the United 
States, and pledge themselves to their support. 

2. Resolved, That in the choice of Gen. Taylor as the 
Whig Candidate for President, we are glad to discover 
sympathy with a great popular sentiment throughout the 
nation— a sentiment which, having its origin in admira- 
tion of great military success, has been strengthened by 
the development, in every action and every word, of 
sound conservative opinions, and of true fidelity to the 
great example of former days, and to the principles of 
the Constitution as administered by its founders. 

8. Resolved, That Gen. Taylor, in saying that, had he 
voted in 1844, he would have voted the Whig ticket, 
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gives us the assurance— and no better is needed from a 
consistent and truth-speaking man- ttiat his heart was 
with us at the crisis of our political destiny, when Henry 
Clay was our candidate and when not only Whig prin- 
c4ples were well defined and clearly asserted, but ^Vhig 
measures depended on success. The heart that was 
with us then is with us now, and we have a soldier's word 
of honor, and a life of public and private virtne, aa the 
security. 

4. Jiesolved, That we look on Oen. Taylor's adminis- 
tration of the Government as one conducive of Peace, 
Prosperity and Union. Of Peace—because no one bet- 
tor knows, or has greater reason to deplore, what he has 
seen sadly on the field of victory, the horrors of war, 
and especially of a foreign and aggressive war. Of 
Prosperity— now more than ever needed to relieve the 
nation from a burden of deb' and restore industry- 
agricultural, manufacturing and commercial — to its 
accustomed and peaceful functions and influences. Of 
Union— because we have a candidate whose very posi- 
tion as a Southwestern man, reared the banks of the 
great stream whose tributaries, natural and artificial, 
embrace the whole Union, renders the protection of the 
interests of the whole country his first trust, and whose 
varied duties In past life have been rendered, not on the 
soil, or under the flag of any State or section, but over 
the wide frontier, and under the broad banner of the 
Nation. 

5. Resolved, That standing, as the Whig Party does, 
on the broad and firm platform of the Constitution, 
braced up by all its inviolable and sacred guarantees 
and compromises, and cheWshed in the affections 
because protective of the interests of the people, we are 
proud to have, as the exponent of our opinions, one who 
is pledged to construe it by the wise and generous rules 
which Washington applied to it, and who has said, (and 
no Whig desires any other assurance) that he will malce 
Washington's Administration the model of his own. 

6. Jiesoloed, That as Whigs and Americans, we are 
proud to acknowledge our gratitude for the great mili- 
tary services which, beginning at Palo Alto, and ending 
at Buena Vista, first awakened the American people to 
a just estimate of him who Is now our Whig Candidate. 
In the discharge of a painful duty— for his march into 
the enemy's country was a reluctant one; in the com- 
mand of regulars at one time, and volunteers at another, 
and of both combined ; in the decisive though punctual 
discipline of his camp, where ail respected and beloved 
him; in the negotiation of terms for a dejected and 
desperate enemy; In the exigency of actual conflict, 
when the balance was perilously doubtful— we have 
found him the same— brave, distinguished and conside- 
rate, no heartless spectator of bloodshed, no trifler with 
human life or human happiness ; and we do not know 
wliich to admire most, his heroism in withstanding the 
assaults of the enemy in the most hopeless fields of 
Buena Vista— mturning in generous sorrow over the 
graves of ilinggol.-l, of Clay, or of Hardin— or in giving 
m the heat of battle terms of merciful capitulation to a 
vanquished foe at Monterey, and not being ashamed to 
avow that he did it to spare women and children, help- 
less infancy, and more helpless age, against whom no 
American soldier ever wars. Such a military man, 
whose triumphs are neither remote nor doubtful, whose 
virtues these trials have tested, we are proud to make 
our Candidate, 

7. liesolved. That In support of such a nomination we 
ask our Whig friends throughout the nation to unite, 
to co-operate zealously, resolutely, with earnestness in 
behalf of our Candidate, whom calumny cannot reach, 
and with respectful demeanor to our adversaries, whose 
Candidates have yet to prove tiieir claims on the grati- 
tude of the uation. 

This electioa resulted ia the choice of the 
Whig Candidates, as follows : 

Taylor and Fillmore— Vermont, 6 ; Massachusetts, 12 ; 
Rhode Island, 4 ; Connecticut, 6 ; New-York, 88 ; New- 
Jersey, 7; Pennsylvania, 20; Delaware, 8; Maryland, 
8; North Carolina, 11 ; Georgia, 10 j Louslana, 6; Ten- 
nessee, 18 ; Kentucky, 12 ; Florida, 8—103. 

Cass and Butler— Maine, 9; New-Hampshire, 6; Vir- 
ginia, 17 ; South Carolina, 9 ; Alabama, 9 ; Mississippi, 
6; Ohio, 23; Indiana, 12; Illinois, 9; Missouri, 7; Ar- 
kansw, 8 ; Michigan, 5 *, Texas, 4 ; lovra, 4 : Wisconsin, 



DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION, 1848. 

The Democratic National Convention for 
1848, assembled iu Baltimore on the 22d of 



May. Andrew Stevenson of Va., presided. 
New- York had sent a double delegation: (" Barn- 
burners" for Van Buren and Hunkers for Dick- 
inson). The Convention decided to admit both 
delegations, which satisfied neither, and both 
declined to take part in the proceedings. The 
two-third rule was adopted, and Gen. Lewis Cass 
was nominated for President on the 4th ballot 
as follows : [110 votes necessary to a choii'.e.] 

lot. 2d. M. 4lli 

Cass 125 183 156 179 

Woodbury of N. U... 63 56 68 8S 

Buchanan 55 &i 40 88 

Calhoun 9 — — — 

Dallas 8 8 — — 

Worth 6 6 6 1 

Butler of Ky — _ _ 3 

The first ballot for Vice-President resulted as 
follows : 

William 0. Butler 114 William R. King 29 

John A. Quitman 74 James J. McKay 18 

John Y.Mason 24 Jefferson Davis 1 

No choice. Gen. Butler was unanimously nomi- 
nated ou the third ballot. 

The Convention adopted the following plat- 
form : 

1. Seaoloed, That the American Democr.icy place 
their trust in the intelligence, the patriotism, and the 
discriminating justice of the American people. 

3. Eeaoloea^ That we regard this as a distinctive fea- 
ture of our political creed, which we are proud to main- 
tain before the world, as the great moral element in a 
form of government springing from and upheld by the 
popular will : and we contrast it with the creed and 
practice of federalism, under whatever name or form, 
which seeks to palsy the will of the constituent, and 
which conceives no Imposture too monstrous for the 
popular credulity. 

8. Resolved, Therefore, that, entertaining these views 
the Democratic party of tliis Union, through the delegates 
assembled in general convention of the States, coming 
together in a spirit of concord, of devotion to the doc- 
trines and faith of a free representative government and 
appealing to their fellow-citizens for the rectitude of 
llieir intentions, renew and reassert before the American 
people, the declaration of principles avowed by Ihem, 
on a former occasion, when in general convention, tiiey 
presented their candidates for the popular suffrage. 

Then follow resolutions 1, 2, S, 4, of Platforms 
of 1840 and M4. The 5th resolution is that of 
1840 with an addition about providing for war 
debts, and as amended, reads as follows : 

Resolved, That It is the duty of every branch of the 
government to enforce and practice the most rigid econ- 
omy in conducting our public affairs, and that no more 
revenue ougiit to be raised than is required to defray 
the necessary expenses of the government, and for the 
gradual but certain extinction of the debt created by 
the prosecution of a just and necessary war, after peace- 
ful relations shall have been restored. 

The next (Anti-National Bank and pro-Sub- 
Treasury) was amended by the addition of the 
following : 

Aud that the results of Democratic Legislation, in this 
and oil other financial measures upon which ifsues hav« 
been made between the two political parties of the conn- 
try, have demonstrated to candid and practic&l men of 
all parties, their soundness, safety and utility iu all 
business pursuits. 

Here follow resolutions 7, 8, 9, of the plat- 
form of 1840, which we omit. 

Resolved, That the proceeds of the Public Lands ought 
to be sacredly applied to the National objects specified 
in the Constitution ; and that we are opposed to any 
law for the distribution of such proceeds among the 
States as alike inexpedient in policy and repugnant to 
the Constitution. 

Resolved, That ve are decidedly opposed to taking 
from the President the qualified veto power, by which he 
is enabled, under restrictions and responsibilities amply 
sufficient to guard the public Interests, to suspend tho 
passage of a bill whose merits cannot secure tlie Ap- 
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proval of two-thirds of the Senate and House of Repre- 
sentatives until the judgment of the people can be 
obtained thereon, and which has saved the American 
people from the corrupt and tyrannical domination of 
the bank of the United States, and from a corrupting 
system of general internal improvements. 

BeBolmdi that the war with Mexico, provolced on her 
part, by years of insult and injury, was commenced by 
her army'crossing the Rio Grande, attaolclng the Ameri- 
can troops and invading our sister State of Texas, and 
that upon all the principles of patriotism and the 
laws of Nations, it is a just and necessary war on our 
part in which every American citizen should have shown 
himself on the side of his Country, and neither morally 
nor physically, by word or by deed, have given " aid 
and comfort to the enemy." 

Be^oived, That we would be rejoiced at the assurance 
of a peace with Mexico, founded on the just principles 
of indemnity for the past and security for the future ; but 
that while the ratification of tlie liberal treaty offered to 
Mexico remains in doubt, it is the duty of the country to 
sustain the administration and to sustain the country in 
every measure necessary to provide for the vigorous 
prosecution of the war, should that treaty be rejected. 

JResolved, That the officers and soldiers who have 
carried the arms of their country into Mexico, have 
crowned it with imperishable glory. Their unconquer- 
able courage, their daring enterprise, their unfaltering 
perseverance and fortitude when assailed on all sides by 
innumerable foes and that more formidable enemy— the 
diseases of the climate— exalt their devoted patriotism 
into the highest heroism, and give them a right to the 
profound gratitude of their country, and the admiration 
of the world. 

Beaolved, That the Democratic National Convention 
of 80 States composing the American Republic tender 
their fraternal congratulations to the National Conven- 
tion of the Republic of France, now assembled as the 
free-suffrage Representatives of the Sovereignty of thirty- 
five millions of Republicans to establish government on 
those eternal principles of equal rights for which their 
Lafayette and our Washington fought side by side in 
the struggle for owr National Independence; and we 
would especially convey to them and to the whole peo- 
ple of France, our earnest wishes for the consolidation 
of tlieir liberties, through the wisdom that shall guide their 
councils, on the basis of a Democratic Constitution, not 
derived from the grants or concessions of kin^ or 
dynasties, but originating from the only true source of 
political power recognized in the States of this Union ; 
tiie inherent and inalienable right of the people, in their 
sovereign capacity, to make and to amend their forms 
of government in such manner aa the welfare of the 
community may require. 

Beaolved, That the recent development of this grand 
political truth, of the sovereignty of the people and 
their capacity and power for self-government, which is 
prostrating thrones and erecting Republics on the ruins 
of despotism in the old world, we feel that a high and 
sacred duty is devolved, with increased responsibility, 
upon the Democratic party of this country, as the party 
of the people, to sustain and advance among us Consti- 
tutional Liberty, Equality and Fraternity, by continuing 
to resist ail monopolies and exclusive legislation for the 
benefit of the few at the expense of the many, and by a 
vigilant and constant adlierence to those principles and 
compromises of the Constitution which are broad enough 
and strong enough to embrace and uphold the Union as 
it was, the Union as it is, and the Union as it shall be in 
the full expansion of the energies and capacity of this 
gi-eat and progressive people. 

Beaolved, That a copy of these resolutions be for- 
warded through the American Minister at Paris, to the 
National Convention of the Republic of France. 

Be^oloed, That the fruits of the great political triumph 
of 1S44, which elected James K. Fclk and tieorge M. 
Dallas President and Vice-President of the United States, 
have fulfilled the hopes of the Democracy of the Union 
In defeating the declared purposes of their opponents in 
creatlDg a National Bank, in preventing the corrupt and 
unconstitutioii vl distribution of the Land Proceeds from 
the common treasury of the Union for local purposes, in 
protecting the Currency and Labor of the country from 
ruinous fluctuations ; and guarding the money of the 
country for the use of the people by the establishment 
of the Constitutional treasury; in the noble impulse 
given to tlie cause of Free Trade by the repeal of the 
tariff of '43, and the creation of the more equal, honest, 
and productive tariff of 1846 ; and that, in our opinion, 
it would be a fatal error to weaken the bands of a politi- 
cal organization by which these great reforms have 
been achieved, and risk them in the hands of their 
known adversaries, with whatever delusive appeals they 
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may solicit our surrender of that vigilance which is the 
only safeguard of liberty. 

Hesoleed, That the confidence of the Democracy of 
the Union, in the principles, capacity, firmness and in- 
tegrity of James K. Polk, manifested by his nomination 
and election in 1844, has been signally justified by the 
strictness of his adherence to sound Democratic doc- 
trines, by the purity of purpose, the energy and ability 
which have characterized his administration in all our 
affairs at home and abroad ; that we tender to him our 
cordial congratulations upon the brilliant success which 
has hitherto crowned hLs patriotic efforts, aniii assure him 
in advance, that at the expiration of his Presidential 
term he will carry with him to his retirement, the esteem, 
respect, and admiration of a grateful country. 

Jtesoived, That this Convention hereby present to the 
people of the United States, Lewis Cass, of Michigan, as 
the candidate of the Democratic party for the otficc of 
President, and William 0. Butler of Ky, for Vice-Presi- 
dent of the U. S. 

The following resolution was oflfered by Mr. 

Yancy, of Ala. 

Beaolved, That the doctrine of non-interference with 
the rights of property of any portion of the people of this 
Confederacy, be it in the States or Territories thereof, 
by any other than the parties interested in them, is the 
true RepubUcau doctrine recognized by this body. 

This resolution was rejected : Yeas, 36 ; nays, 
216 — the yeas being : Georgia, 9 ; iSouth Caro- 
lina, 9 ; Alabama, 9 ; Arkansas, 3 ; Florida, 3 ; 
Maryland, 1 ; Kentucky, 1. 



FKEE DEMOCRATIC CONVENTIOIT, 1848. 

The Barnburners of New York, who were 
disgusted with the proceedings of the National 
Convention which had nominated Cass and But* 
ler for President and Vice-President, met in 
Convention at Utica, on the 22d of June, 1848. 
Delegates were also present from Ohio, Wiscon- 
sin and Massachusetts. Col. Samuel Young pre* 
sided over the deliberations of this Convention ; 
and Martin Van Buren was nominated for Presi- 
dent, with Henry Dodge, of Wisconsin, for 
Vice-President. Gen. Dodge subsequently de- 
clined. 

On the 9th of August following, a Conven- 
tion was held at Buffalo, which was attended by 
delegates from the States of Maine, New-Hamp- 
shire, Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut, 
Ilhode Island, New- York, New-Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland, Delaware, Virginia, Illinois, 
Wisconsin, Michigan, Indiana, Iowa, and the 
District of Columbia. Charles Francis Adams, 
of Massachusetts, presided, and the Convention 
nominated Messrs. Van Buren and Adams aa 
candidates for President and Vice-President, 
and adopted the following Resolves, since 
known as 

THE BUPFAW) PLATFORM. 

Wfcereat, We have assembled in Convention, as a 
uiiiuu of freemen, for the sake of freedom, forgetting 
all past political differences in a common resolve to 
maintain the rights of free labor against the aggressions 
of the Slave Power, and to secure free soil to a frea 
people. 

Atid Whereas, The political Conventions recently as- 
sembled at Baltimore and Philadelphia, the one stifling 
the voice of a great constituency, entitled to be heard in 
its deliberations, and the other abandoning its distinctive 
principles for mere availability, have dissolved the Na- 
tional party organizations heretofore existing, by nomi- 
nating for tlie Oiilef Magistracy of the United States, un- 
der tlie slaveboMing dictation, candidates, neither of 
wiioiu can be supported by the opponents of Slavery Bx- 
tension without a sacrifice of consistency, duty and self- 
respect ; 

And whereas, These nominations so made, furnish the 
occasion and demonstrate the necessity of the union of 
the people under the banner of Free Demo<:racy, in aaoW 
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emn and formal declaration of their independence of the 
Hlave power, and of their fixed determination to rescue 
the Federal Government from Its control; 

Eeeolved, therefore. That we, the people here assem- 
bled, remembering the example of our fathers, in the days 
of the first Declaration of Independence, putting our trust 
in God for the triumph of our cause, aud invoking his 
guidance in our endeavors to advance it, do novr plant 
ourselves upon the National platform of Fi-eedom in oppo- 
sition to the sectional platform of Slavery. 

Beaoloed, Ttiat Slavery in the several States of this 
Union wliich recognize its existence, depends upon State 
laws alone, wiiiuli cannot be repealed or modified by the 
Federal Government, and for wliicli laws tliat govern- 
ment is not responsible. We therefore propose no inter- 
ference by Congress with Slavery within the limits of any 
State. 

Eeeolved, That the Provlsn of Jelferaon, f.o prohibit the 
existetice of Slavery after 1800, in all theTerritoriesof the 
United States, Soutliern and Northern ; the votes of six 
States and sixteen delegates, in the Congress of 1784, for 
the Proviso, to three States and seven delegates against 
it; tlie actual exclusion of Slavery from the Northwest- 
ern Territory, by the Ordinance of 17S7, unanimously 
adopted by the States in Congress; and tlie entire liistory 
of tiiat period, clearly aliow that it was the settled policy 
of the Nation nut to extend, nationalize or encourage, but 
to limit, localize and discourage Slavery; and to tiiis pol- 
icy, wliicii should never liave been depatted from, the 
Government ought to return. 

Itesolved, That our futtiers ordained the Constitution 
of the United States, In order, among otiier great national 
objects, to establish justice, promote the general welfare, 
and secure the blessings of liberty; but expressly denied 
to the Federal Government, which they created, all con- 
stitutional power to deprive any person of life, liberty, 
or property, without due legal process. 

Jkesolced, That in the judgment of this Convention, 
Cotigt ess lias no more power to make a Slave than to make 
a King; no more power to institute or estabiisli Slavery 
than to institute or establisii a Monarchy : no such power 
can be fuuud among those specifically conferred by the 
Constitution, or derived by just implication from them, 

Reaoleexi, Tliat it is tlie duty of tlie Federal Govern- 
ment to relieve itself from all responsibility for the exist- 
ence or continuance of slavery wliorever ilie government 
possesses conatliutional authority to legislate ua tliat 
subject, aud it is thus responsible for its existence. 

Resolved, That the true, and in the judguieuc of this 
Oonventiun, the only safe means of preventing tlie ex- 
tension of Slavery into Territory now Free, is to prohibit 
Its extension in all such Territory by au act of Congress. 

Keaoloed, That we accept the issue which the Slave 
power has forced upon us ; and to tlieir demand tor more 
Slave States, and more Slave Territory, our calm but flu il 
answer is, no more Slave States and no more Slave Ter- 
ritory. Let ttie soil of our extensive domains be kept 
free for tiie hardy pioneers of our own land, and the op- 
pressed and banished of other lands, seeking homes of 
comfort and fields of enterprise in the new world. 

Besolocd, That the bill lately reported by the committee 
of eight in the Senate of the United States, was no com- 
promise, but an alisoiute surrender of tlie rights of the 
Non-Slaveholders of all the State.^ ; and while we rejoice 
to know that a measure which, while opening the dnur for 
tlie introduction of Slavery into Territuncs now free, 
voiUd also have opened ttie door to litigation ajid sa'ife 
among tiie future inliabitants thereof, to ihe ruin ol' ttieir 
peace and prosperity, was defeated in the House of Uepre- 
Bentatives, its passage, in hoi. Iiaste, by a majorily, embrac- 
ing several senators who voted in open violation of the 
known will of their constituents, sliouM warn the people 
to see to it, that their representatives be not sutfered to 
betray tluin. There must he no more Compromises with 
Slavery ; if made liiey must be repealed. 

Resolved, Tuat we demand freedom an<l established 
institutions for our brethren ii; Oregon, now exposed to 
hardships, peril and massacre Ijy the reckless liostiliiy of 
the Slave Power to the establishment of Free Govtnimeiit 
for Free Territories ; and not only fur them, out for our 
uew brethren in California and New-Mexico. 

BMolced, It is due not only to this occasion, but to the 
whole peuple of the United States, that we sliuuld also 
declare ouriielves on certain other questions of National 
Policy: therefore, 

Rtiolved, That we demand Cheap Postage for the Peo- 
ple ; a retrenchment of the expenses and patronage of 
the Federal Government; the abolition of all unneces- 
sary offices and salaries ; and th': election by the people 
of all civU officers in the service of tlie government, so 
far Hs the same may be practicable. 

Betolved, Thatlliver and Harbor improvements, when 
demanded by the safety and convenience of commerce 



with foreiga nations, or among the several States, are 
objects of national concern, and that it is the duty of 
Congress, in the exercise of its constitutional powers, to 
provide therefor. 

Resolved, That the free grant to actual settlers, in con 
sideration of tlie expenses they incur in making settle- 
ments in the wilderness, which are usually fully equal to 
tlieir actual cost, and of the public benefits resultinj; 
therefrom, of reasonable portions of the public lands, 
under suitable limitations, is a wise and just measure of 
public policy, wliich will promote in various ways the in- 
terests of all the States of this Union ; and we therefore 
recommend it to the favorable consideration of the Amori* 
can people. 

Beisolved, That the obligations of honor and patriot- 
ism require tlie earliest practicable payment of tlie na- 
tional debt, and we are therefore in favor of sucli a tariff 
of duties as will raise revenue adequate to defray tlie ne- 
cessary expenses of the Federal Government, and to pay 
annual instalments of our debt, and the interest thereon 

Resolved, That we Inscribe on our own banner, " Free 
Soil, Free Speecli, Free Labur, and Free Men," and under 
it we will fight on, and fight ever, until a triumphant vic- 
tory shall reward our exertions. 



WHIG NATIONAL CONVENTION, 1852. 

This body assembled at Baltimore on the 16th 

of June, and chose Gen. John G. Chapman, of ; 

Md., as presiding officer, and, after au exciting ; 

session of six days, nominated Gen. Winfield ' 

Scott as President, on the 53d ballot, as follows : ' 
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147. 



WillLam A. Graham, of North Carolina, was 
nominated for Vice-President on the second ; 
ballot. 

The Convention adopted the following t 



PLATFORM : 

The Whigs of the United States, in Convention assem- r 
bled, adhering to the great conservative principles by 
which they are coutroled and governed, and now as evei s 
relying upon the intelligence of the American people, i 
with au abiding confidence in their capacity for self-gov- ; 
eminent, and their devotion to the Constitution and the ', 
Union, do proclaim the following as the political senli- 
ments and determination for the establishment and v 
maintenance of which their national organization as a r 
party was elfecled. r 

Mrnt. The government of the United States is of » • 
limited character, and it is confined to tlie exercise of >: 
powers expressly granted by the Constitution, and such t 
as may be necessary and proper for carrying the granted *' 
powers into full execution, and that powers not granted ?: 
or necessarily implied are reserved to the Slates respec- 1: 
lively and to the people. U 

Second, The State Governments should be held secure | 
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to their reserved rights, and the General Government 
sustained on its constitutional powers, and that the 
Union should be reveied and watched over as the palla- 
dium of our liberties. 

Third. That while struggling freedom everywhere 
enlists tlie warmest sympatliy of the Whig party, we still 
adiiere to the doctrines of tlie Father of his Country, as 
announced in his Farewell Address, of Ijeeping ourselves 
free fi'om all entangling alliances witli foreign countries, 
and of never quitting our own to stand upon foreign 
g.-ound ; that our mission as a republic is not to propa- 
gate our opinions, or impose on crther countries our 
forms of government, by artifice or force ; but to teach 
by example, and show by our success, moderation and 
justice, the blessings of self-government, and the advan- 
tage of free inbtitutions. 

Fourth. That, as the people make and control the 
Government, they should obey its constitution, laws and 
treaties as tiiey would retain their self-respect, and the 
respect which they claim and will enforce from foreign 
powers. . . 

Fiftli- Government should be conducted on principles 
of the strictest economy ; and revenue sufficieut for the 
expenses thereof, in time, ought to be derived mainly 
from a duty on imports, and not from direct taxes ; and 
on laying such duties sound policy requires a just dis- 
crimination, and, when practicable, by specific duties, 
whereby suitable encouragement may be afforded to 
American industry, equally to all classes and to all por- 
tions of the country ; an economical administration of 
the Government, in lime of peace, ought to be derived 
from duties on imports,' and not from direct taxation ; 
and in laying such d-ities, sound policy requires a just 
discnniiniilion, whereby suitable encouragement may be 
iiiro/dud to Amerxan indosti-y, equally to all classes, and 
to all parts of the country. 

iii'Xl'i. The Constitution vests in Congress the power 
to ojieu and repair harbors, and remove obstructions 
fro:n navi.Mble rivers, whenever such Improvements are 
necessary for the common defense, and for the protec- 
tion and facility of coramerce With foreign nations, or 
among the States—said improvements being in every 
instance national and general in their cliaracter. 

Seemt'i. The Federal and State Governments are parts 
of one system, alilce necessary for the common prosper- 
ity, peace and security, and ought to be regarded ali'ie 
w.tii a cordial, habitual and immovable attachment. 
Uespect for the authority of each, and acquiescence in 
the just constitutional measures of each, arc duties 
reipiircd l)y the plainest considerations of National, 
• State and individual welfare. 

Ji!ghth. That tlie series of acts of the 32d Congress, the 
Act known as the Fugitive Slave law included, are 
received and acquiesced in by the Wliig party of the 
United States as a settlement in principle and sub;tance 
of the dangerous and exciting questions wtiich they 
eml)race ; and, so far as tliey are concerned, we will 
maintain them, and insist upon their strict enforcement, 
until time and experience shall demonstrate the neces- 
sity of further legislation to guard against the evasion of 
tlie laws on the one hand and the abuse of their powers 
on the other— not impair.ng their present efficiency; and 
we deprecate all further agitation of tlie question thus 
settled, as dangerous to our peace, and Will discounte- 
nance all efforts to continue or renew such ngitation, 
wlienever, wherever, or however the attempt may be 
made; and we will maintain this system as essential to 
- the nationality of the Whig party, and the integrity of 
tlie Union. 

Tlie above propositions were unanimously 
adoj^ted witli tlie exception of the last, whicli 
was ci^rried by a vote of 212 to 70: tlie dele- 
gates who voted against it being supporters of 
Seott as against rillmorc and Webster in the 
ballotings above given. 

The vote by States, on this (Coin promise) 
resolution, was as follows 

Yeas— 5Iaine, 4; New-IIarapsh're, 5; Vermont, 5! 
Massachusetts, 3; Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, 4» 
New-York, 11; New-Jersey, 7 ; Pennsylvania, 21; Dela" 
ware, 3 ; Maryland, 8 ; \'irgiuia, 14 ; North Carolina, 
10; South Carolin-i, 8; Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mis- 
sissippi, 7 ; I^ouisiana, 6 ; Ohio, 8 ; Kentucky, 12 ; Ten- 
nessee, 12; Indiana, 7; Illinois, 6; Missouri, 9; Arkan- 
sas, 4; Florida, 3; Iowa, 4; Wisconsin. 4; Texas, 4 ; 



I Nats— Maine, 4; Connecticut, 1; New-York, 22; 
I Pennsylvania, 6 ; Ohio, 15 ; Wisconsin, 1 ; Indiana, 6 ; 
I Illinois, 6 ; Michigan, 0 ; California, 4—70. 

1 GEN. Scott's acceptanck. 

Gen. Scott accepted the nomination and Plat 
form in the following letter. 

WAsitiN-«TON. Jun6 lUhy 1853. 

Sik: I have had the honor t" receive from your hands 
the oiiicial notice of my unanimous nomination as the 
Whig candidate for the office of President of the United 
States, together witli a copy of the resolutions passed by 
the Convention, expressing llieir opinions upon some of 
the most prominent questions of national policy. 

This great distinction, conferred by a numerous, intelli- 
gent and patriotic body, representing millions of my 
countrymen, sinks deep into my heart ; and remembering 
the very eminent names which were before the Conven- 
tion in amicable competition with my own, I am made to 
feel, oppressively, the weiglit of responsibility belonging 
to my new position. Not having wriiten a word to pro- 
cure this distinction, I lost not a moment after it had 
been conferred in addressing a letter to one of your mem- 
bers, to signify what would he, at the proper time, the 
substance of my reply to the Convention : and I now liavo 
ihi! honor to repeal in a more formal manner, as the occa- 
sion joBtly demands, tint I r.ccept tlie iiumlnation wiih liic 
resolutions aiinexeil. The political principles and meas- 
ures laid down In those resolutions are so broad tliat but 
littlt is left for me to add. I therefore barely suggest in 
this place, that siiouM I, by the partiality of my country- 
men, be elevated to the Chief Magistracy of the Union, I 
shall be reridy. In my connection with Congress, to re- 
commend or approve of measures in regard to the man- 
agement of the public domain, so as to secure an early 
settlement of the same, favorable to actual settlers, but 
consistent, nevertheless, with a due regard to the equal 
riglits of the whole American people in that vast national 
inheritance; and also to recommend or approve of a sin- 
gle alteration in our naturalization laws, suggested by my 
military experience, vis : Giving to all foreigners the 
right of citizjiisiiip, who shall fiiUhfully serve, in time of 
war, line year on board of jur pubiif ships, or in our 
laud f.irees, regular or vc'anleer, on their receiving an 
li'iiiorablu discharge froi>. the service. In regard to the 
general policy of the ;'<itniiiistration, if elected, I should, 
of ccmrse, look auiciig those who may approve that poli- 
cy for the agents to carry it into execution; and I should 
seek to cultivate harmony and fraternal sentiments 
throoglioul the Whig party, without attempting to re- 
duce lis members, by proscription, to exact uniformity to 
my own views. 

But I should at the same time be rigorous in regard to 
qualiflcations for office, retaining and appointing no one 
either delicient in capaci'y or integrity, or in devtlonto 
libeity, to ihe Constitution and the Union. Convinced 
that liiinnony or goo<l will lietw>-en the different quarters 
of our broad country is essential to the present and ttie 
future interests of the Republic, and wiih a devoiion to 
those interests that can know no South and no North, I 
should neither couiitenanc'; nor tolerate any sedition, dis- 
order, I'aclion or resistance to the law or the Union on 
any pretext, in any part of ilie land, and I should cany 
into the civil administration this one principle of military 
conduct— obedience to the legislative and judicial de- 
partments of government, ea^li in its constitutional 
spliere, saving only in respect to the Legislature, the pos- 
sible resort to the veto power, always to be most cau- 
tiously exercised, and under the strictest restraints and 
necessities. 

Filially, for my strict adherence to the principles of tho 
Whig iiurty, as expressed in the resolutions of tiie Con- 
vention, and herein suggested, with a sincere and earnest 
purpose to aiivance tiie greatness and liapp.ness of the 
Repuldic, an<l ilius to cherish and encourage the cause of 
constituiional liberty ihrougliouc the world, avoiding 
eve'-y act and thought tliiit might involve our country in 
an unjust or unnecessary war, or impair the faith of 
treaties, and discouiiteoaiicing all iliiical agitations in- 
jurious to the interests of society and dangerous to the 
Union, I can offer no other pledge or gaarantee than the 
known incidentsof ti long p'lblic life, now undergoing the 
severest exaininatiou Feeling myself highly fortunatu 
in my assouiate on the ticket, and with a lively sense of 
my o'bligitioiis lo the Convention, and to your personal 
courtesies, I have the honor to remain, sir. with great 
esteem, your most obedient servant, 

WINFIELD SCOTT. 

To Hos. .T. O. Chapman, President of the WUg Na- 
Uonal Convention. 
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DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION— 1852. 
This Conventioa assembled at Baltimore on 
the 1st of June, John W. Davi?, of Indiana, 
presided, and the two-thirds rule was adopted, 
Gen. Franklin Pierce, of New Hampshire, was 
nominated for President on the 49th ballot, as 
follows : 
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The first vote for Vice-President was as fol- 
lows : 



Wm, R. King, of Ala.,. 126 
G. J. I'illow.of Teiin... 25 
D, K, .\tchisou, of Mo.. 25 
T. ,T. Ru»k, of Texas,.,., 12 
Jeff. Davis, of Miss 2 



AVm. 0. Butler, ofKy,.. 27 
llobt. Strange, of N. C. . . 23 
S. U. Downs, of La.... 30 
J. B. Weller, of Cal,.,. 28 
Howell Cobb, of tta... . 2 



Wm. R, King, of Alahama, was unanimously 
nominated on the second ballot. 

THE PLATKOKM. 

The Platform was made up of resolves. Here 
follow 1, 2, and 3, of that of 1848, with 1, 2, 3, 
and 4 of that of 1840, (see them heretofore), to 
which were added the following : 

Resolved, That it is the duty of ev^ry branch of the 
Government to enforce and pructlce the most rigid 
economy in conducting our public afT.tirfi, and that no 
uiort; revenue ought to be raised than is required to 
<iefray the necessary expenses of the Government, and 
for the gradual but certain extinction of the public debt. 

Resolved, That Congress has no power to charter a 
N.itioiial Bank ; that we believe such an institution one 
of deadly hostility to the best Interests of the country, 
dangerous to our republican institutions and the liberties 



of the people, and calculated to place the business of thj 
country within the control of a concentrated money 
power, and that above the laws tndih? will of the people; 
and that the results of Democratic legislation. In this and 
all other financial measures, upon which issues have been 
made between the two political parties of the country have 
demonstrated to candid and practical men of all, parties, 
their soundness, safely, and utility, in all business pursuits. 

Resolved, That the separation of the moneys of the 
Government from Banking Institutions, is indispensable 
for the safety of the funds of the Government, and the 
rights of the peojile. 

Resolved, That the liberal principles embodied by 
Jefferson in the Declaration of lndepen(lence, and sanc- 
tioned in the Constitution, which makes ours the land of 
liberty, and the asylum Of the oppressed of every nation, 
have ever been cardinal principles in the Democratic ■ 
faith; and «?very attempt to abridge the privilege of be- 
coming citizens and the owners of soil among us, ought 
to be resisted willi the same spirit which swept the alien 
and sedition laws from onr statute book. 

Resolved, Tliat Congress has no power under the Con- 
stitution to interfere with, or control the domestic insti- ; 
tutions of the several States, and that «uch States are the ' 
sole and proper judges of everything appertaining to ! 
their own iilTairs, and prohibited by the Constitution ; 
that all eHorts of the Abolitionisis or others, made to ' 
Induce Congress to interfere witli questions of Slavery, 
or to take incipient steps in relation thereto, are calcu. . 
lated to lead to the most alarming and dangerous conse- ; 
quences ; and that all such efforts have an inevitable ' 
tendency tu diminish the happiness of the people, and 
endanger th6 stability and permanency of the Union, and [ 
ought not to be countenanced by any friend of our politi- | 
cal institutions. ' 

Resolved, That the foregoing proposition covers, and is > 
Intended to embrace, the whole subject of Slavery agita- ! 
tion in Congress ; and therefore, the Democratic party o( j 
the Union, standing on this National Flatforin, will abide : 
by, and adhere to, a faithful execution of the acts known ; 
as the Compromise measures settled by the last Congress i 
— the act for reclaiming fugitives from service or labor i 
included ; whicli act, being designed to carry out an ■ 
express provision of the Constitution, cannot with fidelity 
thereto Ije repealed, nor so changed as to destroy or im. 
pair its elficiency. ' 

Resolved, That the Democratic parly will resist all I 
attempts at renewing in Congress, or out of it, the agita- ' 
tion of the Slavery question, under whatever shape or 
color the attempt may be made. 

[Here follow the Resolutions of 1848, against' 
the distribution of the proceeds of the Public - 
Land Sales, and against the abridgment of the ' 
veto power of the President.] 

Resolved, That the Democratic party will faithfully .' 
abide by and uphold the principles laid down in tlie 
Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions of 1792 and 179S, and ; 
in ihe report of Mr. Madison to the Virginia Legislature ; 
in 1799 ; tliat it adopts those principles as constituting ^' 
one of tiie main foundations of its political creed, and is ; 
resolved to carry them out in their obvious meaning and 
import. 

Resolved, That the war witli Jlexico, upon all tlic ■ 
principles of patriotism and the law of nations, was a 
just anil necessary war on our part, in which no Ameri- ; 
can citizen sliould have shown himself opposed to his 
country, and neither morally nor physically, by worvl or ; 
deed, given aid and comfort to the enemy. ' i 

Resolved, That we rejoice at the restoration of friendlj 
relations with our sister Republic of Mexico, and earnest : 
ly desire for her all the blessings and prosperity whicl i- 
we enjoy under Repul>lican Institutions, and we cou. 
gratulate the American people on the results of that war ;. 
which have so manifestly justified the policy and conduct ) 
of the Democratic party, and insured to the United Slates ■ 
indemnity for the past, and security for the future. 

Resolved, That, in view of the condition of popular ?; 
institutions in the old world, a high and sacred duty is i 
devolved with increased responsibility upon the Dpiuo- 
cracy of tliis country, as the party of the people, to up- 
hold and maintain the rights of every State, and thereby r 
the Union of States, and to sustain and advance among ■• 
them constitutional liberty, by continuing to resist all i) 
monopolies and exclusive legisiatioi. lor tlie benefit of the 
few at the expense of the tnany, and by a vigilant and !■; 
constant ailhurunce to those principles and compromises i'i 
of tiie CO.N'STITUTION, which are broad en 'igh and !■ 
strong enough to embrace and uphold the Union as it is, f 
and the Union as it should be, in the full expansion of 
the energies and capacity of this great and progressive ^' 
people. p 
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FREE DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION— 1852. 

The Free-Soil Democracy held a National 
Convention at Pittsburgh, on the 11th August, 
1852, Henry Wilson, of Mass., presiding. All 
the Free States were represented, together with 
Delaware, Virginia, Kentucky and Maryland. 
John p. Hale, of N. H., was nominated for Pivsi- 
dent, with Geo. W. Julian, of Indiana, for Vice- 
President. The Convention adopted the fol- 
lowing : 

PLATFORM : 

Having assembled in National Convention as the De- 
mocracy of the United States, united by a common 
resolve to maintain right against wiong, and Freedom 
against Slavery : confiding in the tntclligencc, patriot- 
ism, and discriminating justice of the American people, 
putting our trust in God for the triumph of our cause, 
and involving his guidance in our endeavors to advance 
it, we now submit to th6 candid judgment of all men 
the following declaration of principles and measures : 

1. That governments, deriving tlieir just powers from 
the consent of the governed, are instituted among men 
to secure to all those inalienable rights of life, liberty, 
and the pursuit of happiness with which they are 
endowed by their Creator, and of which none can be 
deprived by valid legislation, except for crime. 

3. That the true mission of American Democracy is to 
maintain the Liberties of the I'eople, the Sovereignty of 
the States, and tlie perpetuity of the Union, by the im- 
partial application to public affairs, without sectional 
discriminations of the fundamental principles of hu- 
man rights, strict justice and an economical administra- 
tion. 

8. That the Federal Government is one of limited 
powers, derived solely from the Constitution, and the 
grants of power therein ought to be strictly construed by 
ail the departments and agents of the Government, and 
St is inexpedient and dangerous to exercise doubtful con- 
gtitutional powers. 

4. That the Constitution of the United States, ordained 
to form a more perfect Union, to establish Justice and 
f-' ' re tlie blessings of Liberty, expressly denies to the 
0 eneral Government all power to deprive any person of 
life, liberty or property without due process of law ; and, 
therefore, tlie Government having no more power to 
make a slave than to make a king, and no more power 
to establish Slavery than to establish a Slonarchy, 
should at once proceed to relieve itself from all respon- 
sibility for the existence of Shivery, wherever it possesses 
constitutional power to legislate for its extinction. 

5. That, to the persevering and importunate demands 
of the Slave power for more Slave States, new Slave 
Territories and the nationalization of .Slavery, our dis- 
tinct and final answer is— no more Slave States, no 
Slave Territory, no nationalized Slavery, and no national 
Legislation for the extradition of Slaves. 

0. That Slavery is a sin against God, and a crime 
against man, which no human enactment nor usage can 
make right ; and that Christianity, humanity, and patriot- 
ism alike demand its abolilion. 

7. That the Fugitive Slave Act of 1S50, is repugnant 
to the Constitution, to the principles of tlie common law, 
to the spirit of Christianity, and to the sentiments of 
the civilized world. AVe therefore deny its binding force 
upon the American people, and demand its immetliate 
and total repeal. 

8. That the doctrine that any human law is a finality, 
and not Eubject to modification or repeal. Is not In 
accordance with the creed of the founders of our Govern- 
ment, and is dangerous to tlie liberties of the people. 

9. That the Acts of Congress, known as the Compro- 
mise Measures of 1S50, by making the admission of a 
sovereign State contingent upon the adoption of other 
measures demanded by the special interest of Slavery ; 
by their omission to guarantee freedom in the free Terri- 
tories; by their attempt to impose unconstitutional 
limitations on the power of Congress and the people— to 
admit new States ; by their provisions for the assump- 
tion of five millions of the State debt of Texas, and for 
the payment of five millions more, and the cession of a 
large territory to the same State under menace, as an 
inducement to the relincjuisliment of a groundless claim, 
and by their invasion of the sovereignty of the States 
and the liberties of the people through the enactment 
of an unjust, oppressive, and unconstitutional Fugitive 
Slave Law, are proved to be inconsistent with all the 
principles and maxims of Democracy, and wholly inade- 
quate to the settlement of the questions of which they 
are claimed to be an adjustment. 



10. That no permanent settlement of the Slavery 
question can be looked for except in the practical re- 
cognition of the truth that Slavery is sectional and Free- 
dom national ; by the total separation of the General 
Government from Slavery, and the exercise of its legiti- 
mate and constituttonul influence on the side of Free- 
dom ; and by leaving to the States the whole subject of 
Slavery and the extradition of fugitives from service. 

11. That all men have a natural right to a portion of the 
soil ; and that as the use of the soil is indispensable to 
life, the right of all men to the soil is as sacred as their 
right to life Itself. 

12. That the Public Lands of the United States belong 
to the People, and should not be sold to individuals nor 
granted to corporations, but sliould be held as a sacred 
trust for the benefit of the people, and should be granted 
in limited quantities, free of cost, to landless settlers. 

IS. That a due regard for the Federal Constitution, 
a sound administrative policy, demand that the funds 
of the General Government be kept separate from Sank- 
ing institutions ; that inland and ocean postage should be 
reduced to the lowest possible point; that no more revenue 
should be raised than is required to defray the strictly 
necessary expenses of the public service, and to pay off 
the public Debt ; and that the power and patronage of the 
Government should be diminished, by the abolition of all 
unnecessary offices, salaries, and privileges, and by the 
election, by the people, of all civil officers in the service 
of the United States, so far as may be consistent with 
the prompt and eOlclent transaction of tiie public busi- 
ness. 

14. That River and Harbor Improvements, when neces- 
sary to the safety and convenience of commerce with 
foreign nations, or among the several States, are objcctu 
of national concern ; and it is the duty of Congress, in 
the exercise of its constitutional powers, to provide for 
the same. 

15. That emigrants and exiles from the old world 
should find a cordial welcome to homes of comfort and 
fields of enterprise in the new ; and every attempt to 
abridge their privilege of becoming citizens and owners 
of the soil among us, ought to be resisted with infiexible 
determination. 

16. That every nation has a clear right to alter or 
change Us own government, and to administer its own 
concerns in such manner as may best secure the rights 
and promote the happiness of the people ; and foreign 
interference with that right is a dangerous violation of 
the law of nations, against which all independent govern- 
ments should protest, and endeavor by all proper means 
to prevent ; and especially is it the duty of the Ameri- 
can Government, representing the Chief Kepubllc of 
the world, to protest against, and by all proper means 
to prevent the Intervention of kings and emperors against 
Nations seeking to establish for themselves Itepubllcait 
or constitutional governments. 

17. That the Independence of Ilaytl ought to be 
recognized by our Government, and our commercial 
relations with it placed on the footing of the most 
favored nations. 

18. That as by the Constitution, " the citizens of each 
State sliall be entitled to all the privileges and immuni- 
ties of citizens in the several States," the practice of 
Imprisoning colored seamen of other States, while the 
vessels to which they belong lie In port, and refusing 
the exercise of the right to bring such cases before the 
Supreme Court of the United States, to test the legality 
of such proceedings, is a flagrant violation of the Con- 
stitution, and an invasion of the rights of the citizens 
of other States utterly inconsistent with the professions 
made by the slaveholders, that they wish the provisions 
of the Constitution faithfully observed by every State 
in the Union. 

19. That we recommend the introduction into all trea- 
ties hereafter to be negotiated between the United States 
and foreign nations, of some provision for the amicable 
settlement of difficulties by a resort to decisive arbi- 
trations. 

20. Tliat the Free Democratic Party is not organized 
to aid either the Whig or Democratic wing of the great 
Slave Compromise party of the nation, but to defeat them 
both ; and that repudiating and renouncing both, as 
hopelessly corrupt, and utterly unworthy of confidence, 
the purpose of the Free Democracy is to take possession 
of the Federal Government, and administer it for the 
better protection of the rights and Interests of the whole 
people. 

21. That we inscribe on our banner, Free Soli, Free 
Speech, Free Labor and Free Men, and under it will 
fight on and fight ever until a triumphant victory shall 
reward our exertions. 

22. That upon this Platform the Convention presents 
to the American people as a candidate for the office of 
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President of the United States, John "P. Hale, of New- 
Hanipsliii'e, and as a candidate for the ofBce of Vice- 
President of the United States, GEORQii W. Julian, of 
Indiana, and earnestiy commend them to the support 
of ail Freemen and all parties. 

The result of this coiivest was an overwhelm- 
ing triumph of the regular Democracy : Pierce 
and King carrying everj' State except Massachu- 
setts, Vermont, Kentucky, and Tennessee, which 
cast their votes for Geti. Scott. The Free Demo- 
cratic vote in several States would have given 
those States to Scott, had it been cast for liim. 



KEPUBLICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION— 
1856, 

This Convention met at Philadelphia on the 
ITth of June, and chose Col. Henry S. Lane, of 
Indiana, as presiding officer. An informal bal- 
lot for President resulted as follows : 



Slates. b 

Staine, 13 

New-Hampshire.. 15 

Vermont 35 

Massaclmsetts.... 39 
Rltode Island.. . 12 
Connecticut 18 = 



Kew-Yorl:.. 

New-Jersey 

Pennsylvania.... 

Delaware 

Slaryland 

Ohio 



93 
7 
10 

4 

80 



11 



8 
14 
71 
9 
3 
89 



Indiana 13 

Illinois 14 

Michigan IS 

Wisconsin 15 

Iowa 12 

Minnesota — 

Kansas 9 

Nebraslva — 

Kentucky 5 

CaliforDia 12 
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New-York also gave two votes for Sumner 
and one for Seward. 

Col. John C. Fremont was thereupon unani- 
mously nominated. 

William L. Dayton was nominated for Vice- 
President, receiving, on the informal ballot, 
259 votes to 43 for David Wilmot; 110 for 
Abraham Lincoln ; 7 for Thomas Ford ; 35 for 
Charles Sumner; 4 for Cassius M. Ciay ; 15 for 
Jacob CoUamer; 2 for J. R. Giddings; 2 for 
W. F. Johnston ; 46 for N. P. Banks ; 1 for A. 
C. M. Pennington ; 5 for Henry Wilson ; 9 for 
John A. King ; 3 for Henry C. Carey ; and 8 for 
Gen. S. C. Pomeroy of Kansas. A formal bal- 
lot was then takgn, when Mr. Dayton was nomi- 
nated unanimously. 

The Convention adopted the following 

PLATFORU : 

This Convention of Delegates, assembled in pursuance 
of a call addressed to the people of the United States, 
without regard to past political differences or divisions, 
who are opponed to the repeal of the Missouri Compro- 
mise, to the policy of the present Administration, to the 
extension of Slavery into Free Territory ; in favor of 
admitting Kansas as a Free State, of restoring thu action 
of the Federal Government to the principies of Wasliing- 
ton and Jefferson, and who purpose to unite in present- 
ing candidates for tlie ofljccs of President and Vice- 
President, do resolve as follows : 

Resolved, That the maintenance of the principles pro- 
mulgated in the Declaration of Independence and 
embodied in the Federal Constitntion is essential to tlie 
preservation of our Republican Institutions, and that 
the Federal Constitut'un, tlie rights of t!ie States, and 
the Uninn of the States, ahall be preserved. 

Jlesolved, Tliat with our republican fatliers we hold it 
♦o be a self-evident truth, that all men are endowed with 
the inalienable rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of 
happinesj, and that the primary object and ulterior de- 
signs of our Federal Government were, to secure these 
Tights to all persons within its exclusive jurisdiction ; 
that, aa our republican falliers, when they had abolished 
Slavery in all our national territory, ordained that no 



person should be deprived of life, liberty or property 
without due process of law, it becomes our duty to main- 
tain this provision of the Constitution against all attempts 
to violate it for the purpose of establishing Slavery in 
any territory of the United States, by positive legislation, 
prohibiting its existence or extension therein. That we 
deny the authority of Congress, of a territorial legisla- 
ture, of any individual or association of individuals, to 
give legal existence to Slavery in any territory of the 
United States, while the present Constitution shall be 
maintained. 

liesol-ved, That the Constitution confers upon Congress 
sovereign power over the territories of the United States 
for their government, and that in the exoiciso of tliis 
power it is botli the right and the duty of Congress to 
prohibit in the territories those twin relics of barbarism 
—Polygamy and Slavery. 

Jiesolved, That while the Constitution of the United 
States was ordained and established by the people in 
order to form a more perfect Union, establish justice, 
insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common de- 
fense, and secure the blessings of liberty, and contains 
ample provisions for the protection of the life, liberty 
and property of every citizen, the dearest constitutional 
rights of the people of Kansas have been fraudulently 
and violently taken from them— their territory has been 
invaded by an armed force — spurious and pretended 
legiulative, judicial and executive oflicers have been set 
over them, by whose usurped authority, sustained by the 
military power of the Government, tyrannical ''nd un- 
constitutional laws have been enacted and enfoioed— 
tliti rights of the people to keep and bear arms have 
been infringed — test oaths of an extraordinary and en- 
tangling nature have been imposed, as a condition of 
exercising the right of suffrage and holding office— the 
right of an accused person to a speedy and public trial 
by an impartial jury has been denied— the right of the 
people to be .secure in their persons, houses, papers and 
effects against unreasonable searches and seizures has 
been violated — they have been deprived of life, liberty 
anil property without due process of law— that the free- 
dom of speech and of the press has been abridged — the 
right to choose tlieir representatives has been made of 
no effect— mur>1ers, robberies and arsons have been insti- 
gated and encouraged, and the offenders have been 
allowed to go unpunished— that all these things have 
been done with the knowledge, sanction and procure- 
ment of the present Administration, and that for this 
high crime against the Constitution, the Union and Hu- 
manity, we arraign the Administration, the President, his 
advisers, agents, supporters, apologists and accessories, 
either before or after the facts, before the country and 
before the world, and that it is our fixed purpose to 
bring the actual perpetrators of these atrocious outrages, 
and their accomplices, to a sure and condign punishment 
hereafter. •■ 

Jienolvcd, That Kansas should be Immediately admit- 
ted as a State of the Union, witli her present free Consti- 
tution, as at once the most effectual way of securing to 
her citizens the enjoyment of the rights and privileges to 
which they are entitled; and of ending the civil strife 
now raging in her territory. 

Jiesolved, That the highwayman's plea, that "might 
makes right," embodied in the Ostend Circular, was in 
every respect unworthy of American diplomacy, and 
would bring shame and dishonor upon any government 
or people that gave it their sanction. 

Jlesolved, That a railroad to the Pacific Ocean, by the 
most central and practicable route, is imperatively de- 
manded by the interests of the whole country, and that 
the Federal Government ought to render immediate and 
eilicient aid in its construction; and, as an auxiliary 
thereto, the immediate construction of an emigrant route 
on the line of the railroad. 

He-solved, That appropriations by Congress for the 
improvement of rivers and harbors, of a national charac- 
ter, requ'red for the accommodation and security of our 
existing commerce, are authorized by the Constitution, 
and justified by the obligation of government to protect 
the lives and property of its citizens. 

This contest resulted in the election of the 
Democratic nominees, Buchanan and Breckin- 
ridge, who received the electoral votes of 

New-Jersey, 7; Pennsylvania, 27; Delaware, 3; Vir- 
ginia, 15; North Carolina, 10; South Carolina, 8; 
Georgia, 10; Alabama, 9; Mississippi, 7; Louisiana, C; 
Tennessee, 12 ; Kentucky, 12; Indiana, 18; Illinois, 11; 
Missouri, 9; Arkansas, 4; Florida, 8; Texas, 4; Califor- 
nia, 4.— 174. 

For Fremont and Dayton: Maine, 8; New-Hampshire, 
5; Vermont, 5; Massachusetts, 13; Rhode Island, 4; 
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Oonrieoticut, 6; New-Tork, 85; Ohio, 28; Michigan, 6; 
Iowa, 4; Wisconsin, 5-114. 
iillmore and Donelson, Maryland, 8. 



AMERICAN NATIONAL CONVENTION— 
1856. 

Tiie American National Council met in Phila- 
delphia February 19, 1856. All the States ex- 
cept four or five were represented. E. B. 
Bartlett, of Ky., President of the National Coun- 
cil presided, and, after a rather storniy session 
of three days, devoted mainly to the discussion 
of a Party Platform, the following, on the 21st, 
was adopted : 

AMKUICAN PLATFORNf. 

1. An humble aclinowledgment to the Supreme Being, 
for liis id'otecling care vouchsafed to our fatliers in tlieir 
successful Kevolutionary struggle, and hitherto mani- 
fested to UP, their descendants, in the preservation of 
the liberties, the independence, and the union of these 
ijtates. 

2. The perpetuation of the Federal Union and Consti- 
tution, as the palladium of our civil and religious liber- 
ties, and tlie only sure bulwarks of American Indepen- 
dence. 

3. Americanft must rule America ; and to this end 
iiutirie-hom citizens should be selected for all State, 
Federal atul municipal olliccs of government employ- 
ment, in preference to all others. A'evertheleuR, 

4. Persons born of American parents residing tempo- 
rarily abroad, should be entitled to all the rights of 
native-born citizens. 

5. No person should be selected. for political station 
(whotlier of native or foreign birth), who recognizes any 
allegiance or obligation of any description to any foreign 
prince, potentate or power, or who refuses to recognize 
the Federal and State Constitutions (each within its 
sphere) as paramount to all other laws, as rules of polit- 
ical action. 

6. The unqualified recognition and maintenance of the 
reserved rights of the sevei-.il States, and the cultivation 
of harmony and fraternal good will between the citizens 
of the several States, and to this end, non-interference 
by Congress with questions appertaining solely to the 
individual States, and non-intervention by each State 
with tiie affairs of any other State. 

7. The recognition of the right of native-born and 
naturalized citizens of the United States, permanently 
residing in any territory tliereof, to frame their constitu- 
tion and laws, and to regulate their domestic and social 
affairs in their own mode, sulyect only to the provisions 
of the Federal Constitution, with the privilege of admis- 
sion into the Union whenever they have the requisite 
population for one Kepresentative in Congress : Piv- 
viiied, alwiii/D, tliat none but tliose who are ci izens of 
the IJnited States, under the Constitution and laws 
thereof, and who have a fixed residence in any such 
Territory, ought to participate in the formation of tlie 
Constitution, or in the enactment of laws for said Terri- 
tory or State. 

8. An enforcement of the piinciples that no State or 
Territory ouglit to adniit others than citizens to the right 
of suffrage, or of holding political ollices of the United 
States. 

9. A change in the laws of naturaFzation, making a 
continued residence of twenty-one years, of all not here- 
tofore provided for, an indispensable requ'site for citizen- 
."liip hereafter, and excluding all paupers, and persons 
convicted of crime, from landing upon our shores ; but 
no interference with the vested rights of foreigners. 

10. Opposition to any union between Church and 
State ; no interference with religious faith or worship, 
and no test oaths for oflice. 

11. Free and thorough investigation into any and all 
alleged abuses of public functionaries, and a strict econ- 
omy in public expenditures. 

yi. The maintenance and enforcement of all laws con- 
etitutionatly enacted until said laws shall be repealed, 
or shall he declared null and void by competent judicial 
authority. 

13. Opposition to the reckless and unwise policy of the 
present Administration in the general management of 
our national affairs, and more especially as shown in re- 
moving " Ameiicans" (by designiUion) and Conserva- 
tives in principle, from oflice, and placing foreigners and 
l-Uraiits in their places ; us shown in a truckling subser- 



viency to the stronger, and an insolent and cowardly 
bravado toward the weaker powers ; as shown in re- 
opening sectional agitation, by the repeal of the Missouri 
Compromise ; as shown in granting to unnaturalized for' 
eigners the right of suffrage in Kansas and Nebraska ; as 
shown in its vacillating course on the Kansas and Ne- 
braska question ; as shown in the corruptions which per- 
vade some of the Departments of the Government ; as 
shown in disgracing meritorious naval otiicers through 
prejudice cr caprice: and as shown in the blundering 
mismanagement of our foreign relations. 

14. Therefore, to remedy existing evils, and prevent 
the disastrous consequences otherwise resiilting there- 
from, we would build up the " American Party " upon 
the principles herein before stated. 

15. Tliat each State Council shall have authority to 
amend their several constitutions, so as to abolish the 
several degrees and substitute a pledge of honor, instead 
of other obligations, for fellowship and admission into 
the party. 

IC. A free and open discussion of all political princi- 
ples embraced in our Platform. 

On the following day (Feb. 22,) the American 
National Nominating Convention, composed 
mostly of the same gentlemen who had deliber- 
ated as the National Council, organized at Phila- 
delphia, with 227 delegates in attendance, 
Maine, Vermont, Georgia, and South Carolina, 
being the only States not represented. Ephraim 
Marsli, of New-Jersey, was chosen to preside, 
and the Convention remained in session till the 
25th, and, after disposing of several cases of 
contested seats, discussed at considerable length, 
and with great warmth, the question ■<? the 
power of the National Council to establish a 
Platform for the Convention, which should be 
of binding force upon that body. Finally, Mr. 
Killinger, of Pennsylvania, proposed the fol- 
lowing : 

Resolved, That the National Council has no authority 
to prescribe a Platform of principles for this Nominating 
Convention, and that we will nominiite for President and 
Vice-President no man who is not in favor of interdict- 
ing the introduction of Slavery into Territory north 36' 
30' by congressional action, 

A motion to lay this resolution on the table 
was adopted, 141 to 59, A motion was then 
made to proceed to the nomination of a candi- 
date for President, which was carried, 151 to 
51, the Anti-Slavery delegates, or North Ameri- 
cans, as they were called, voting in the nega- 
tive, and desiring to postpone the nomination. 
But being beaten at all points, they (to the num- 
ber of about 60) either withdrew or refused to 
take any further part in the proceedings of the 
Convention, and many of them subsequently 
supported Col. Fremont for President. 

An informal ballot was then taken for Presi- 
dent, which resulted as follows : 

M. Fillmore, of N.Y..... 71 

George Law, N. Y 27 

Garrett Davis, Ky J3 

John McLean, Ohio.... 7 

H. F. Stockton, N. J 8 

Sam. Houston, Texas... 6 

A formal ballot was then taken, when Mr. 
Fillnfore was nominated as follows : 

Fillmore, 179 ; Law, 24 ; Kaynor, 14 ; McLean, 18 ; 
Davis, 10 ; Houston, 3. 

Necessary to a choice, 122, 

Millard Fillmore was then declared to be the 
nominee, 

A ballot was then taken for Vice-President, 
and Andrew Jackson Donelsou, of Tennessee, 
was nominated as follows : 

A, J. Donelson, Ten., 181; Percy Walker, Ala,, 8 
Henry J. Gardner, Mass., 8; Kenneth Kaynor, N. C, 8 

Mr. Donelsou was then declared to be unaiii. 



John Bell, Tenncs,<iee. .. 
Kenneth Kaynor, N. C.. 
Krastus Brooks, N. Y.... 
Lewis D. Can)pl)ell, Ohio. 
John M. Clayton, Del.... 
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inously nominated, and the Convention ad- 
journed. 

DEMOCRATIC NATIO>fAL CONVENTION— 
1856. 

This Convention met at Cincinnati on the 2d 
of June, and chose John E. Ward, of Georgia, 
to preside, and nominated James Buchanan on 
the I'lth ballot, as follows: 



Ballots. 


Buchanan. 


Pierce. 


Douglas. 


Cass. 


1. 


13.5 


122 


83 


5 


2. 


189 


119* 


8* 


C 


8. 


13i)i 


119 


82 


5* 


4, 


141} 


119 


89 


bi 


5. 


140 


119* 


81 


5* 


6. 


1S5 


117* 


23 


5* 


7. 


14.3* 
MTi 


89 


58 


6f 


8. 


87 


56 


5* 


9. 


146 


87 


66 


7 


10. 


l&i* 


8i>* 


59* 


s* 


11. 


147* 


SO 


68 


6* 


12. 


148 


79 


63* 

&3 


5* 


13. 


150 


77* 


5* 


14, 


152* 


75 


63 


6* 


15. 


168* 


8^ 


lis* 


4} 


16. 


163 




121 


6 


17. 


29'' 








ifr. 


Bu nnn 


having 


been unanimously 



nominate' .• President, the Convention pro- 
ceeded to jallot for a candidate for Vice-Presi- 
dent, the first ballot resulting as follows : 

J. C.Breckinridge, Ky,,. 55 

B. Fitzpatricic, Ala., 11 

H. V, Johnson, Ga...... 31 

Truaten Polk, Mo., 5 

J. C. Dobbin, N. C, 13 



J. A. Quitman, Miss,.. 59 

Linn llovd, Ky., 8-1 

A.V.Brown, Tenn.,... 29 
J. A. Bayard, Del...... 31 

T. J. Rusic, Texas, 2 



On the second ballot, the name of Gen. Quit- 
man was withdrawn, as were also those of other 
leading candidates, and Mr. Breckinridge was 
unanimously nominated. 

The Convention adopted the following 

. PLATFORM : 

Eesolved, That the American Democracy place their 
trust in the intelligence, the patriotism, and the discrimi- 
nating justice of the American people. 

Jlesolved, That we regard this as a distinctive feature 
of our political creed, which we are proud to maintain 
before the world as a great moral element in a form of 
government springing from and upheld by the popular 
will ; and we contrast it with the creed and practice of 
Federalism, under whatever name or form, which seekj 
to palsy the will of the Constituent, and which conceives 
no imposture too monstrous for the popular credulity. 

i?<!Sote«ff, therefore. That entertaining the.<:e views, the 
Democratic party of this Union, through their delegates, 
assembled in general Convention, coming toffetlier in a 
spirit of concord, of devotion to the doctrines and faith 
of a free representative government, and appealing to 
their feliow-citizHns for the rectitude of their intentions, 
renew and reassert before the American people, the 
declarations of principles avowed by them, when, on 
former occasions, in general Convention, they have pre- 
sented their candidates for the popular suflfriige. 

1. Tiiat the Federal Government is one of limited power, 
derived solely from the Constitution, and the grants of 
power made therein ought to he strictly con.strued by all 
the departments and agents of the Government, and that 
it is inexpedient and dangerous to exercise doubtful con- 
Btltutional powers. 

2. That the Constitution does not confer upon the 
General Government the power to commence and carry 
on a general system of internal improvements. 

8. That the Constitution does notconfer authority upon 
the Federal Government, directly or indirectly, to assume 
the debts of the several States, contracted for local and 
internal improvements, or other State purposes, nor 
would such assumption be just or expedient, 

4. That justice and sound policy forbid the Federal 
Government to foster one branch of industry to the detri- 
ment of iui'jther, or to cherish the interests of one portion 
of oiu" common country ; that every citizen and every 
sectiiin of the country has a right to demand and insist 
upon an tquality of rlglita and privileges, and a complete 



and ample protection of persons and property from 
domestic violence and foreign aggression. 

6. That it is the duty of every brancti of the Govern- 
ment to enforce and practice the most rigid economy in 
conducting our public affairs, and that no more revenue 
ought to be raised than is required to defray the neces- 
sary expenses of the government, and gradual buc certain 
extinction of the public debt, 

6. That the proceeds of the public lands ought to be 
sacredly applied to the national objects speciiied in the 
Constitution, and that we are opposed to any law for the 
distribution of such proceeds among the States, as alike 
inexpedient in policy, and repugnant to the Constitution, 

7. That Congress has no power to charter a National 
Bank : that we believe such an institution one of deadly 
hostility to the best interests of this country, dangerous 
to our republican itistitutions and the liberties of tlie peo- 
ple, and calculated to place the business of the country 
witliin the control of a concentrated money power and 
above the laws and will of the people ; and tlie results of 
the Democratic legislation in this and all other financial 
measures upon which issues have been made between the 
two political parlies of the country, have demonstrated 
to candid and priictical men of all parties their iiound- 
ness, safety and utility in all business pursuits, 

8. That the separation of the moneys of the Govern- 
ment from banking Institutions is indispensable to the 
safety of the funds of the Government and the rights of 
the people. 

9. That we are decidedly opposed to taking from the 
President the qualiiied Veto power, by which he is ena- 
bled, under restrictions and responsibilities amply sufB- 
cient to guard the public intercAts, to suspend the passage 
of a bill whose merits cannot secure the approval of two- 
thirds of the Senate and House of Ilepresentatives, until 
the judgment of the people can be obtained titereon, and 
which has saved the American people from the corrupt 
and tyrannical dominion of the Bank of the United 
States, and from u corrupting system uf general internal 
improvements. > 

19. That the liberal principles embodied by Jefferson in 
the Declaration of Independence, and sanctioned in the 
Constitution, whicli makes ours the land of liberty and 
the asylum of the oppressed of every nation, have ever 
been cardinal principles in the Democratic faith ; and 
every attempt to abridge the privilege of becoming citi- 
zens and the owners of soil among us ougiit to be re- 
sisted with the same spirit which swept the alien and se- 
dition laws from our statute books. 

And whereas, Since the foregoing declaration was uni- 
formly adopted by our predecessors in National Conven- 
tion, an adverse political and religious test has been se- 
cretly organized i)y a party claiming to be exclusively 
American, and it is proper that the American Democracy 
should clearly define its relations thereto ; and declare 
its determined opposition tu all secret political societies, 
by wliatever name they maybe called. 

Resoleed,']L\\aX\.\\6 foundation of this Union of States 
having been laid in, and its prosperity, expansion, and 
preeminent example of free government, built upon en- 
tire freedom in matters of religious concernment, and no 
respect of persons in regard to rank, or place of birth, 
no party can justly be deemed national, constitutional, 
or in accordance with American principles, which bases 
its exclusive organization upon religious opinions and 
accidental birth-place. And hence a political crusade iu 
the nineteenth century, and in the United States of Ame- 
rica, against Catholics and foreign-born, is neither justified 
by the past history nor future pros-pects of the country, 
nor in unison with the spirit of toleration, and enlight- 
ened freedom which peculiarly distinguishes the Ameri- 
can system of popular government. 

Resoleed, That we reiterate with renewed energy of 
purpose the well considered declarations of former con- 
ventions upon the sectionjil issue of domestic slavery, 
and concerning the reserved rights of the States — 

1. That Congress has no power under the Constitution 
to interfere with or control the domestic institutions of 
the several States, and that all such States are the sole 
an<l proper judges of everything appertaining to their 
own affairs not prohibited by the Constitution ; that all 
efforts of the Abolitionists or others made to induce Con- 
gress to interfere with questions of Slavery, or to take 
incipient steps in relation thereto, are calculated to lead 
to the most alarming and dangerous consequences, and 
that all such efforts have an inevitable tendency to di- 
minish the happiness of the people and endanger the 
stability and permanency of llie Union, and ought not 
to be countenanced by any friend of our political insti- 
tutions. 

2. Tliiit the foregoing proposition covers and was In- 
tendeil to embrace the whole subject of Slavery agitation 
in Congress, and therefore the Democratic party of tha 
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Union, sfaniling on this national platform, will abide by 
mid adhere to a faithful sxccmion of the acts known an 
the Coiiiproinise Measures, settleil by the Congress ot 
ISaO : " the act for reclaiming fugitives from service or 
labor " includeil ; which act, being desiRned to carry out 
an express provision of the Constitution, cannot, with 
fldeliiy thereto, be repealed, or so changed as to destroy 
or impair its etlioiency. 

8. Ttiat the Democratic Party will resist all attempts 
at renewing, in Congress or out of it, tlie agitation of the 
Slavery question, under whatever shape or color the at- 
leuipt may l)e made. 

4. That the Democratic Party will faithfully abide by 
and uphold the principles laid down in the Kentucky 
and Virginia resolutions of 1797 and 1798, and in the 
report of Mr. Madison to the Virginia Legislature in 17Ui) 
— tliai it adopts these principles as constituting one of 
the main foundations of its political creed, and is re- 
solved to carry them out in their obvious meaning and 
import. 

And that we may more distinctly meet the issue on 
which a sectional party, subsist,ng exclusively on 
Slavery agitation, now relies to test the fidelity of the 
people. North and South, to the Constitution and the 
Union-- 

1. Resolved, That claiming fellowship with and desir- 
ing the cooperation of all who regard the preservation 
qt the Union under the Constitution as the paramount 
issue, and repudiating all sectional parties and platforms 
concerning domestic Slavery, which seek to embroil the 
States and incite to treason and armed resistance to law 
in the Territories, and whose avowed purpose, if con- 
summated, must end in civil war and disunion, tlie 
American Democracy recognize and adopt the principles 
contained in the organic laws establishing the Territories 
of Nebraska and Kansas, as embodying the only sound 
and safe solution of the Slavery question, upon which 
the g. eat national idea of ihe people of this whole coun- 
try can repose in its dctermineil conservation of the 
Union, and non-interference of Congi ess with Slavery in 
the Territories or in the District of Columbia. 

2. That, this was the basis of the compromises of 1850, 
conhrmed by both the Democratic and Whig parties in 
National Conventions, ratified by the people in the elec- 
tion of 1S52, and rightly applied to the organization of 
the Territories in ls51. 

3. That by the uniform application of the Democratic 
princijjlc to the organization of Territories, and the ad- 
mission of new States with or without domestic Slavery, 
as they may elect, the equal rights of all the States will 
be preserved intact, the original comi)acts of the Consti- 
tution maintaiaeil inviolate, and the perpetuity and exi 
pansion of the Union insured to its utmost capacity of 
embracing, in peace and harmony, every future Ameri- 
can State that may be constituted or annexed witli a 
republican form of government. 

/lesolned, That we recognize the right of the people of 
all the Territories, including Kansas and Nebraska, act- 
ing through the legally and fairly expressed will of the 
majority of the actual residents, and whenever the num- 
ber of their inhabitants justifies it, to form a Constitu- 
tion, with or without domestic Slavery, and be admitted 
into the Union upon terms of perfect equality with the 
other States. 

liemleedyjinallij. That in view of the condition of 
popular institutions in the Old World (and the danger- 
ous tendencies of sectional agitation, combined with the 
attempt to enforce civil and religious disabilities against 
the rights of acquiring- and enjoying citizenship in our 
own land), a liigli and sacred duty is involved with in- 
creased responsibility upon tlie Ueaiocriitic Party of this 
country, as tlie party of tlie Union, to uphold and main- 
tain the rights of every State and tiiereby the Union of 
the S^tcs— and to sustain and advance among us con- 
stitutional liberty, by caiitinuliig to resist all monopolies 
and exclusive legislation for the benefit of the few at the 
expense of the many, and by a vigilant and constant 
adherence to those principles and compromises of the 
* Constitution — wliich are broail enough and strong 
enough to embrace and uphold Mic Union as it was, the 
Union as it is, and the Unionas ii shall be— in the full 
expression of the energies and capacity of this great and 
prog.'essive people. 

1. IldHolveJ, That there are questions connected with 
the foreign policy of this country which are inferior to 
no dome.^t;c question whatever. The time has come for 
the people of the United States to declare themselves in 
favor of free seas, and progressive free trade throughout 
the world, and, by solemr/nianifestations, to place their 
moral infiuence at the side of their successful example. 

2. IlCKolvi'd, That our geographical and political posi- 
tion with reference to the other states of this continent, 
no less than the interest of our commerce and the devel- 



opment of our growing power, raquires that we should 
bold sacred the principles involved in the Mokboe doc- 
trine. Their bearing and import admit of no miscon- 
struction, and should be applied with unbending rigid- 
ity. 

8. Jiesolved, That the great highway, which nature as 
well as the assent of States most immediately interested 
in its maintenance has marked out for free communica- 
tion between the Atlantic and the Pacific Oceans, con- 
stitutes one of the most important achievements realized 
by the spirit of modern times, in the unconquerable 
energy of our people ; and that result would be secured 
by a timely and eUicient exertion of the control which 
we have the right to claim over it; and no power on 
earth should be sulTered to imjiede or clog its progress 
by any interference with relations that it may suit our 
jiolicy to establish between our Government and the 
government of the States within whose dominions it lies; 
we can under no circumstance sui render our prepon- 
derance in the adjustment of all questions arising out 
of it. 

4. Resolved, That, in view of so commanding an inter- 
est, the people of the United States cannot but sym- 
pathize with tlie efforts which are being made by the 
people of Central America to regenerate that portion of 
the continent which covers the passage across the inter- 
oceanic isthmus. 

5. Resolved, That the Democratic Party will expect 
the next Administration that every proper ellbrt be made 
to insure our ascendency in the Gulf of Mexico, and to 
maintain permanent protection to the great outlets 
through which are emptied into its waters the products 
raised out of the soil and the commodities created by 
the industry of the people of our western valleys and of 
the Union at large. 

Resolved, That the Administration of Fn.iNKUN 
PiEiiCB has been true to Democratic principles, and 
therefore true to the great interests of the country; 
in the face of violent opposition, he has maintained the 
laws at home, and vindicated the rights of American 
citizens abroad; and therefore we proclaim our unquali- 
fied admiratioa of his measures and policy. 



WHIG CONVENTION— 1856. 

A Whig National Convention met at Balti- 
more on the nth of Sept., 1856 — Edward Bates, 
of Missouri, presidnig. The nominations of 
Miliai'd Fiihiiore for- President, and Andrew J, 
Donelson for Vice-President, were unanimously 
concurred in. The Convention adopted the 
following 

PLATFORM : 

Resolved, That the Whigs of the TTnited States, now 
here assembled, hereby declare their reverence for the 
Constitution of the United States, tlieir unalterable at- 
tachment to the National Union, and a fixed determina- 
tion to do all in their power to preserve them for them- 
selves and their posterity. They have no new principles 
to announce ; no new platform to establish ; but are 
content to broadly rest— where their fathers rested— 
upon the Constitution of the United Stales, wishing no 
safer guide, no higher law. 

Resolved, That we regard with tlie deepest interest 
and anxiety the present disordered condition of our 
national affairs— a portion of the country ravaged by 
civil war, large sections of our population e-nbittered by 
nrutual recriminations ; and we distinctly trace these 
calamities to the culpable neglect of duty by the present 
national administration. 

Resolved, That tlie Government of the United Slates 
was formed by the conjunction in political unity of wide 
spread geographical sections materiall.v differing, not 
only in climate and products, but in social and domestic 
institutions; and tliat any cause that sliall jiermauently 
array the different sections of the Union in political hos- 
tility and organized parties founded only on geographical 
distinctions must inevitably prove fatal to a continuance 
of the National Union. 

Resolved, That the Whigs of the United States declare, 
as a fundamental article of political faith, an absolute 
necessity for avoiding geograjjliical jiarties. The danger, 
so clearly discerned by the Father of his Country, has 
now become fearfully apparent in the agitation now 
convulsing the nation, and must be arrested at once if 
we would preserve our Constitution and our Union from 
dismemberment, and the name of America from be.ng 
blotted out from the family of civilized nations. 
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liesolvea, That all who revere the Constitution and I those present and voting should be required to 
Mn"\ho'refenrSen?iV^^^^^^^^ candidates. The following Platform 

only to represent sixteen Northern States, and the other was adopted, and, without taking a ballot for 
appealing mainly to the passions and prejudices of the i President, the Convention agaia adjourned. 
Southern States ; that tlie success of either faction must 
add fuel to tlie flame which now threatens to wrap our 
dearest interests in a common ruin. 

Hesolved, Tliat the only remedy for an evil so appal- 
ling is to support a candidate pledged to neither of the 
geographical sections now arrayed in political antagon- 
ism, but liolding botli in a just and equal regard. We 
congratulate tlie friends of the Union that such a candi- 
date exists in Millard Fillmore. 

JSesolved, That, without adopting or referring to the 
peculiar doctrines of the party which has already se- 
lected Mr. Fillmore as a candidate, we loolj to hin) as a 
well-tried and faithful friend of the Constitution and the 
Union, eminent alilie for his wisdom and firniness — for 
his justice and moderation in our foreign relations — for 
his calm and pacific temperament, so well becoming the 
head of a great nation— for liis devotion to the Constitu- 
tion in its true spirit— his inflexibility in executing the 
laws ; but, beyond all these attributes, in possessing the 
one transcendent merit of being a representative of 
neither of the two sectional parties now struggling for 
political supremacy. 

Resolved, That, in the present exigency of political af- 
fairs, we are not called upon to discuss the subordinate 
questions of administration in the exercising of the 
Constitutional powers of the Government. It is enough 
to know tliat civil war is raging, and that tlie Union is in 
peril ; and we proclaim the cojiviction that the restora- 
tion of air. Fillmore to the Presidency will furnish the best 
if not the only raeaas of restoring peace. 

In the election which ensued, Mr. Fillmore 
received the vote of Maryland only, while Mr. 
Buchanan obtained those of the 14 other Slave 
fcjtutes, and of New-Jersey, Pennsylvania, Indiana, 
Illinois and California, making 172 in a!!. Col. 
Fremont received the votes of tiie eleven other 
Free States, making 114 in all. Pennsylvania 
and Illinois, had they voted for Col. Fremont, 
would have given iiiin the election. 



REPUBLICAN' CONVENTION— 1S60. 

A Republiciin National Convention assembled 
at Ciiicago, iilinois, on Wednesday, May 16th, 
ISfiO, delegates la-iiig in attendance from all the 
Free States, as aiso from IJpiaware, Maryland, 
Virginia, Keiitiieky, Missouri, Texas,* the Ter- 
ritories of Kansas and Nebraska, and the Dis- 
trict of Coliitnljia. 

Gov. Morgan, of New- York, as Chainnuii of 
the National Kxecative Committee, nominated 
David Wilinot as temporary Chairman, and he 
was chosen. The usual Committees on perma- 
nent organiziuioii, creilentiais, utc., were ap- 
pointed, and tlie Convention was permanently 
organized by tiie selection of George Aslimuii, 
of Massachusetts, as President, with a Vice- 
President and a Secretary from eacli State and 
Territory represented. A Committee, of one 
from each State and Territory, was appointed 
to draft suitable resolutions, or in other words 
.a Platform, and the Convention adjourned. 

On the following day, an interesting debate 
arose (Ml a proposition to recpiire a vote equal 
to a majority of lull delegations from all the 
States to nominate eandiontcs for President and 
Vice-President; which, v/ith the delegates actu- 
ally in attendance, would have been about 
equivalent to a two-lliird rule. This proposition 
was voted down, and the Convention deciiled, 
by a vote of 'AZ\ to 1«0, that o;>ly a majority of 



• Tlie <UleKiitioii from Ti.tnH hiis since been proverl fraudulent, 
having beec goi up in Micliipm lo etlect » per»oual end. 



PLATFORM OF 1860. 

Jlesolved, That we, the delegated representatives of the 
Republican electors of the United States, in Convention 
ttsseuibled, in discharge of the duty we owe to our con- 
stituents and our country, unite in tlie following decla- 
rations: 

1. That the history of the nation, during the last foui 
years, has fully established the propriety and necessity 
of the organization and perpetuation of the Republicun 
party, and that the causes which called it into existence 
are permanent in their nature, and now, more than ever 
before, demand its peaceful and constitutional triumph. 

2. That the maintenance of the principles promulgated 
In the Declaration of Independence and embodied in the 
Federal Constitution, " That all men are created equal; 
that they are endowed by tlieir Creator with certain in- 
iilienable rights ; that among these are life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness ; that, to secure these rights, 
gcvernments are instituted among men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the governed," is essen- 
tial to the preservation of our Republican institutions ; 
and that the Federal Constitution, the Rights of tU« 
States, and the Union of the States, must and shall be 
preserved. 

8. That to the Union of the States this nation owes its 
unprecedented increase in pnpulation, its surprising de- 
velopment of material resources, its rapid augmentation 
of wealth, its happiness at home and its honor abroad ; 
and we hold in abhorrence all schemes for Disunion, come 
from whatever source they may : And we congratulate 
the country that no Republican member of Congress has 
uttered or countenanced the threats of Disunion so often 
made by Democratic members, without rebuke and with 
applause from their political associates ; and we denounce 
those threats of disunion, in case of a popular overthrow 
of their ascendency, as denying the vital principles of a 
free government, and as an avowal of contemplated trea- 
son, wtiicli it is the imperative duty of an indignant Peo- 
ple sternly to rebuke and forever silence. 

4. That the maintenance inviolate of the rights of the 
States, and especially the right of each State to order and 
control its own domestic institutions according to its own 
judgment exclusively, is essential to that balance of pow- 
ers on which the perfection and endurance of our politi- 
cal fabric depends ; and we denounce the lawless invasion 
by armed force of the soil of any State or Territory, no 
matter under what pretext, as among the gravest of 
crimes. 

5. That the present Democratic Administration has far 
exceeded our worst apprehensions, in itsmeHsuVeless sub- 
serviency to the exactions of a sectional interest, as es- 
pecially evinced in Its despi-rate exertions to force the 
infamous Lecoinpton Constitution upon the protesting 
people of Kansas; in construing tlio personal relation 
lietween master and servant to involve an unqualified 
projierty in persona ; in its attempted etitorcemenl, every- 

i wliere, on land ami sea, through the intervention of Con- 
gress and of tlie Frderal Courts of the extreme preten- 

[ slons of a purely local interest; and in its general and 
unvirying abuse of the power intrusted to it by a confid- 
ing people. 

0. That the people justly view with alarm the reckless 
extravagance which prrvades every department of the 
Federal Government ; that a return to rigid economy 
ami accountability is indispensable to arrest the syste- 
matic plunder of the public treasury by favored parti- 
sans; while the recent siartling developments of frauds 
and corruptions at the Federal metropolis, show tjpt an 
entire change of administration is impenitively de- 
manded. 

7. That the new dogma that the Constitution, of its 
own force, carries Slavery into any or all of the Territo- 
ries of the United States, is a dangerous political heresy, 
at variance with the explicit provisions of that instru- 
ment itself, with cotemporaneous esposillon, and with 
legislative and judicial ])recedent; is revolutionary in its 
tendency, and subversive of the peace and harmony of 
the country. 

8. That the normal condition of all the territory of the 
Uniteii States is that of freedom : That as our Republican 
fathers, when tliey hail abolished Slavery in all our na- 
tional territory, ordnined that "no person should be de- 
prived of life, liberty, or properiy, without due procesi 
of law," it becomes our duty, by legislation, whenever 
such legislation Is necessary, to maintain tiiis provis'.on 
of the Conftitution against all attempts to violate It; and 
we deny the authority of Coi gress, of a territorial li*^ 
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lature, or of any Individuals, to give legal existence to 
Slavery in any Territory of the United States. 

9. That we'brand the recent re-openlng of the African 
Blave-trade, under the cover of our national flag, aided 
by perversions of judicial power, as a crime against hu- 
manity and a burning shame to our country and age; 
ami we ca'l upon Congress to take prompt and efficient 
nie isures for the total and final suppression of that exe- 
crable traffic. 

10. Tliat in the recent vetoes, by their Federal Gover- 
nors, of the acts of the Legislatures of Kansas and Nc- 
oraslia, prohibiting Slavery in those Territories, we find a 
practical i.'lustration of the boasted Democratic princi- 
ple of Non Intervention and Popular Sovereignty embo- 
died in the Kansas-Nebraska bill, and a demonstration 
of the deception and fraud involved tlierein. 

11. That Kansas sho'ild, of right, be immediately ad- 
mitted as a State under the Constitution recently formed 
and adopted by her people, and accepted by the House 
of Representatives. 

12. That, while providing revenue for the support of the 
General Government by duties upon imports, sound policy 
requires such an adjustment of these imposts as to en- 
courage the developn"!nt of the industrial interests of the 
whole country : and e commend iliat policy of national 
exchanges which 'es to the working men liberal 
wages, to agricultur :munerating prices, to mechanics 
and manufacturers adequate reward for their skill, 
labor, and enterprise, and to the nation commercial pros- 
perity and independence. 

13. Tiiat we protest against any sale or alienation to 
otliers of the Public Lands held by actual settlers, and 
ajfainst any view of the Homestead policy which regards 
the settlers as paupers or suppliants for public bounty ; 
and we demand the passage by Congress of the complete 
and satisfactory Homestead measure which has already 
passed the House. 

14. That the Republican Party is opposed to any change 
in our Naturalization Laws or any State legislation by 
which the rignts of citizensiiip fiitherto accorded lo immi- 
grants from foreign lands shall be abridged or impaired ; 
and in favor of giving a full and efficient protectiim to 
the rights of all classes of citizens, whether native or na- 
turalized, both at home and abroad. 

15. That nppropriations liy Congress for River and 
Harbor improvements of a National diaraoter, required 
for the accommodation and security of an existing com- 
merce, are authorized by \h^^ Constitution, and justified 
by the obligations oi Government to protect the lives and 
properly of its citizens. 

10. That a Riiilroad to the Pacific Ocean is imperatively 
deiiiandfd by the interests of the whole country; that 
the Federal Government ought to render immediate and 
efficient aid in its construction; and that, as preliminary 
thereto, a daily Overland Mail should be promptly 
established. 

17. Finifll.v, having thus set forth our distinctive prin- 
ciples and views, we invite the coiiperation of all ciii- 
lens, however diEfcfring nn other questions, who substan- 
tially agree with us In their affirmance and support. 

On the followuifj day, Friday, May IStb, the 
Chair having announced that the naming of 
candidates lor President was in order, Wm. 
M. Evarts, of New-York, named William H. 
Seward. 

Mr. Judd. of Illinois, named Abrah.am Lin- 
coln. Mr. Dudley, of Now-.Tersey, nominated 
Win. L. D.ayton. Gov. P>oeder, of Pennsylva- 
vania, nominated Simon Cameron. Mr. Cart- 
ter, of Ohio, nominated Salmon P. Chase. 
Francis P. Blair, of Maryland, nominated Ed- 
ward Bates, of Missouri. 

Indiana seconded the nomination of Abraham 
Lincoln. Mr. Austin Blair, of Michigan, seconded 
the nomination of Mr. Seward ; so also did Carl 
Schiirz, of AVisconsin, Mr. Worth, of Minnesota, 
and Mr. Wilder, of Kansas. 

Mr. Corwin, of Ohio, nomiuated Judge Mc- 
Lean. 

Mr. Delano, of Ohio, seconded the nomination 
of Mr. Lincoln, as did also one of the delegates 
from Iowa. 

The balloting then proceeded, with the follow- 
ing result: 



FIRST BALLOT. 



States. 'S 1 ^ 
c « 
u. P- 



R B = 
a »- o 
uj tu O 



Maine 10 6 — 

New-Hampshire 17 — 

Vermont 

Massachusetts.. 21 4 — 

Rhode Island... 

Connecticut.... — 2 1 

New-York 70 

New-Jersey.... — 

Pennsylvania., li 4 — 

Maryland 3 

Delaware 

Virginia 8 14 — 

Kentucky 5 0 2 

Ohio -- 8 — 

Indiana — 20 — 

Missouri — 

Michigan 12 — — 

Illinois — 22 — 

Texas 4 

Wisconsin 10 — — 



1* — 

— 10 



— 1 

- 7 



5 1 



1 — 

2 — 



47i- 1 

_ 8 

— 6 

1 



1 — 
4 — 



8 ~ 
84 — 



2 3 — 

8 

8 



6 

2 1 



— 2 
1 1 

— 6 
1 — 



Iowa. 

California 

Minnesota.... 

Oregon 

'J'e-i itorim. 

Kansas 

Nebraska. .. 
Dis. of Columbia 2 — 

Total.... 17i3n03 3 50} 43 12 1 49 14 1 1 10 
Whole number of votes, 465. Necessary to 
a choice, 23:^. 

The second ballot was then taken. 
Mr. Cameron's name was withdrawn. 



SECOsn BALLOT. 



Stiitcs. 



- 



(« - 



S 
6 



>> 

e 
O 

1 «• S5 



o OS 
^ r> 



Maine 10 

New-Hampshire 1 

Vermont — 

Massachusetts 52 

Rhode Island 

Connecticut 

New-York 70 

New- Jersey 4 

Pennsylvania 2} 

Maryland 3 

Delaware — 

Virginia S 

Kentucky 7 

Ohio 

Indiana 

Missouri , 

Michigan 12 

Illinois 

Texas 0 

Wisconsin 10 

Iowa 2 

California 8 

Minnesota S 

Oregon 

IV'/*' j7'i ii-n- 

Kansas C 

Nebraska 3 

District of Columbia... 2 



-3 2 

— 44 



3 
2 



43 — 



10 



2} 



C 
54 
9 
14 

— 26 



6 

— 14 8 20 — — 



5 — 



i i 



5 — 



1 2 — 



Total lS4j ISl 35 2 8 42} 10 2 

The third ballot was taken amid excitement, 
and cries for '* the ballot." Intense feeling 
existed during the voting, each vote being 
awaited in breathless silence and expectancy. 

The progress of the ballot was watched with 
most intense interest, especially toward the 
last, the crowd becoming silent as the contest 
narrowed down. Tho States, as called, voted as 
follows : 

* Previously withdrawn. 
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iniRD BALLOT. 



Stittcf. 



Maine 10 — 

Ntw-IIiiinpdhirt'. 1 — 

Vermont.. — — 

Miiss!ieliusctt3....1S — 

Rhode Idliiiid.... 1 — 

Connecticut 1 4 

New-York 70 — 

New-Jersey 5 — 

Pennsylvania....— — 

Maryland 2 — 

Delaware — — 

Virginia 8 — 

Kentucliy 0 — 

Ohio — — 

Indiana — — 

Missouri — 18 

Michigan 12 — 

Illinois — — 

Texas 6 — 

■Wisconsin 10 — 

Iowa 2 — 

Calirornia S — 

Minnesota 8 — 

Oregon 1 — 

Territori's. 

Kansas C — 

Nebraska S — 

Dist. of Columbia 2 — 



4 
15 



6 
9 
10 
8 
5 
4 

8 
52 
9 
6 
14 
IS 
29 
26 



1 — 



— 1 
2 — 



2 — 



* ej - - 

2 1 — — 



ISO 22 24i 231^ 5 11 

This gave Lincoln 231 J votes, or within 2J of 
a nomination. 

Before the result was announced, Mr. Cart- 
ter, of Oiiio, said — I rise, Mr. Ciiairinan, to an- 
nounce the change of four votes from Ohio, 
from Mr. Chase to Abraham Lincoln. 

This announcement, giving Mr. Lincoln a 
majority, was greeted by the audience with tiie 
most entiiusiastic and thundering applause. 

3Ir. McCrillis, of Maine, making himself heard, 
said that the young giant of the West is now of 
age. Maine casts for him her 16 votes. 

Mr. Andrew, of Massachusetts, changed the 
vote of tliat State, giving 18 to Mr. Lincoh) and 
8 to Mr. Sewar.l. 

Mr. B. Gratz Brown, of Missouri, desired to 
change the 18 votes of Missouri to thegalhmtson 
of the West, Abraham Lincoln. Iowa, Con- 
necticut, Kcutuciiy, and Minnesota also changed 
their votes. The result cF the tliird ballot was 
announced: 

Whole number of votes cast 406 

Necessary to a choice 234 

Abraham Lincoln had received 354, and was 
declared duly nominated. 

On motion of W'm, M. Evarts, of New- York, 
seconded by Mr. Andrew, of Massachusetts, the 
nomination was then made unanimous. 

On motion of Mr. Evarts, of New-York, the 
Convention now took a recess till 5 o'clock, to 
afford time for consultation as to Vice-President. 

At 5 o'clock the Convention reassembled, 
listened to nominations, and tiicn proceeded to 
ballot. 

Tlie following is a record of the ballotings for 
Vice-President : 



flBST BALLOT. 



[Note. — Col.Fremonthad sent a letter by one 
of the delegates from California, withdrawing 
his name from the list of candidates for Presi- 
dent. This letter was published before the 
meeting of the Convention.] 



states. 



•g E ^ 



cS 
P 



Maine 

New-Uatnpshire.. 

Vermont 

Massachusetts.. . 
Khode Island.. . 
Connecticut....... 

New-York 

New- Jersey 

Pennsylvania... 

Maryland 

Delaware 

Virginia 

Kentucky 

Ohio 

Indiana 

Missouri 

Michigan 

Illinois 

f 6XclS ••••■•■*••• 

Wisconsin 

Iowa 

California 

Minnesota 

Oregon 

Tenilories. 

Kansas 

Nebraska 

Dist. of Columbia. 



20 



.2 1 — 
.942 

, 1 - r 

, 4i ^ 24 

. 2 — — 

. 3 — — 

,23 — — 

.23 
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Total 461. Necessary to a choice, 232, 



tUE SECOND BALLOT. 

Statts. Hnmlin. 

Maine 16 

New-Hampshire 10 

V'ermont 10 

Massachusetts 26 

Khode Island 8 

Connecticut 10 

New- York 70 

New-Jersey 14 

Pennsylvania 54 

Maryland 10 

Delaware 6 

Virginia — 

Kentucky — 

Ohio 46 

Indiana 12 

Missouri 13 

Michigan 8 

Illinois 20 

Te.xas — 

Wisconsin i? 

Iowa S 

California 7 

Minnesota 7 

Oregon 8 

Turitories 

Kansas 2 

Nebraska — 

District of Columbia 2 



Clny. IlicLmau. 



Total. 



.867 



23 
2S. 

14 
5 
4 
2 
6 
5 

1 
1 
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Mfisachusetts withdrew the name of Mr. 
Banks, and cast 26 votes for Mr. Hamlin. 

Pennsylvania withdrew the name of Gov. 
Reeder, and cast 54 votes for Mr. Hamlin. 

On motion of Mr. Blakey, of Kentucky, the 
nomination was made unanimous. 

Mr. J. R. Giddings, of Ohio, offered and the 
Convention adopted the following : 

liesolved, That we deeply sympathize with those men 
who have been driven, some from their native States and 
others from the States of their adoption, and are now 
exiled from their homes on account of their opinions; 
and we hold the Democratic party responsible for the 
gross violations of that clause of the Constitution which 
declares that citizens of each State shall be entitled to 
all the privileges and immunities of citizens of the 
several States, 
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Mr. Ashrauii made a brief speech, and the 
Convention adjourned si7ie rfit-, with nine hearty 
cheers for the ticket. 

NATIONAL REPUBLICAN COMMITTEE. 

The Convention previous to its adjournment 
made choice of the following gentlemen as the 
National Conunittee for the next four yeara: 

Maine — Charles J. Gilmas, Brunawiot. 
Jiew-Ildtitpxldre — Geokge G, Fogg, Concord. 
Vertnoni — Lawrence Brainard, St. Albans. 
jfitiimc/iiusette—loii:^ Z. Goodrich, Stockbridge. 
Itkode Mand — Tuomas G. Turner, Providence. 
C'o?mec<t(.'Mi— Gideon Welles, Uartford. 
New- York — Edwin D. Morgan, Albany, 
^'ew-c/ewey— Denning Bcer, N. Y. City. 
J'ennsyleania — Kdward McPiierson, Gettysburg 
Delaware — Nathaniel B. Smituers, hover. 
Mari/lnnd — James F. Wagner, Baltimore. 
Virginia — Alfred Caldwell, Wheeling. 
Ohio — ^Thomas Spooner, Beadiug, Hamilton Co. 
Indiana — Solomon Meredith, Centerville. 
y/it«oi«— Norman B. Judd, Cliicago. 
Michigan— XvsTis Blair, Jackson. 
Wiwonein—CJiRU Sciiurz, Milwaukee, 
Jowa — Andrew J. Stevens, Des Moines. 
Minnesota — John McKosick, Stillwater. 
Mimniri — Asa S. Jones, St. Louis. 
Kentucky — Cassius M. Clay, WhitehalL 
California — 1). W. Ciieesman, Oroville. 
Ore'go)ir-'SS. Frank Johnson, Oregon City. 
KannUH — William A. Phillips, Lawrence. 
Nebraska — 0. H. Irish, Nebraska City. 
Dint, of Columbia, Joseph Geruardt, Washington. 

At a meeting held in Chicago, May 18th, 
IStiO, the Conunittee organized by choosing the 
lion. E. D. Morgan, of New- York, Chairman, 
and George G. Fogg, of New-Hampshire, Secre- 
tary. Subsequently, the following persons were 
constituted the Executive Committee : 

E. D. Morgan', of New-York. 
GiDEO.N Welles, of Connecticut. 
N. B. Judd, of Illinois. 
Carl Schurz, of ^\lsconsin. 
John Z. Ooouhich, of Massacliusctts. 
Denning Duer, of New-Jersey. 
Geo. G. Fogg, of New-llampsliire. 

CONSTITUTIONAL UNION CONVENTION— 
1860. 

A Convention of Delegates, coming from 
twenty States, and claiming to represent the 
" Constitutional Union Party," met at Biiltiinore 
on the 9th of May, and nominated for President 
John Bell, of Tennessee, and for Vice-President 
Edward Everett, of Massachusetts. The ballot- 
ings for President resulted as follows : 

1st. 2(1. 1st. 2d. 

John Bell, C^l 188 | Edward Everett, . . 25 9i 

Sam. Houston,.. .67 tii* Wm. L. Goggin,... 3 — 

John M. Botts,.... 7 Wm. A. Graham, . . 23 18 

John McLean,.. .. 21 1 Wm. L. Sharkey,. . 7 Si 

J. J. Ciiileiiden, .. 28 1 Wm. C. Hives, ... 13 — 

Necessary to a choice, 1st ballot, 128; second 
ballot, 127. 

The nonjination of Mr. Bell was thereupon 
miidc iinaiiiinous. 

Sir. Everett was unanimously nominated for 
Vice-President. 

Tiio Convention adopted the following as 
their 

PLATFORM. 

WJiercan, Expeilcnce lias demonstrated tliafc Plat- 
forms adopted by the partisan Conventions of the 
country have had the effect to mislead and deceive the 
people, and at the same time to widen the political 
divi.sioiis of the country, by the creation and encourage- 
ment of geographical aad sectional parties j therefore, 



Resolved, That it is both the. part of patriotism and 
of duty to recognize no political principle other than 

TUB CoNSTITUTIO.S OF THE COUNTRY, THE UNION CF THK 

States and tiik Enforck.ment of the Laws, and that, 
as representatives of the Constitutional Union men of 
the country in National Convention assembled, wo 
hereby pledge ourselves to maintain, protect and de- 
feud, separately and unitedly, these gi-eat principles of 
public liberty and nationiil safety, against all enemies 
at home and abroad, believing that thereby peai^e may 
once move be restored to the country, the rights o. '.he 
People and of the States reestablished, and the Govern- 
ment again placed in that condition, of justice, fraternity 
and equality, which, under the example and Constitution 
of our fathers, has solemly bound every citizen of the 
United States to maintain a more perfect union, estab- 
lish justice, insure domestic tranquillity, provide for 
the common defense, promote the general welfare, and 
secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves aud our 
posterity. 

DEMOCRATIC CONVENTION— 1860. ' 

A Democratic National Convention assembled 
at Charleston, S. C, on the 23d- of April, 1860, 
with full delegations present from every State 
in the Union, and double delegations from 
Illinois and New-York. One of the New- York 
delegations was elected by the State Nominating 
Convention which met at Syracuse the preced- 
ing autumn ; while its rival was elected by 
districts, and led by Fernando Wood, Mayor of 
the commercial emporium. From Illinois, one 
of the delegations was favorable to Senator 
Douglas, and the other opposed to that gentle- 
man. Tickets of adinissiou were given by the 
National Committee to the former or "Soft" 
Delegation from New York, thus deciding, so 
far as their power extended, against the Wood 
or " Hard" contestants, who were understood 
to be opposed to the nomination of Douglas. 

Francis B. Flournoy, of Arkansas, was cho- 
sen temporary chairman, and the Convention 
opened with an angry and stormy debate o:» the 
question of the disputed seats. Mr. Fisher, pf 
Va., presented a protest from Mayor Wood, 
on behalf of his delegation, against their 
exclusion from the Hall. The reading of the 
protest was ruled out of order, and, after a 
wrangling debate, committees were appointed 
on Permanent Organization and Credentials, 
and the communication of Mayor Wood was 
referred without reading to the latter. 

On the following day, the Committee on 
Organization reported the name of Caleb Cush- 
ing, of Mass., for President, with one Vice- 
President and one Secretary from each State, 
which report was adopted. They also reported 
a rule " that in any State in which it has not 
" been provided or directed by its State Con- 
'*ventioii how its vote may be given, the 
" Convention will recognize the right of each 
" delegate to cast his individual vote." Which 
was also adopted. 

A Committee on Resolutions and Platform 
was now appointe<l ; and it was voted that no 
ballot for President and Vice-President should 
be taken till after tlie adoption of a Platform. 
Adjourned. 

On the following day, the only progress made 
by the Convention was the settlement of the 
question of contested seats, by confirming the 
sitting delegates; that is, the "Softs" from 
New-York, and the Douglas men from Illinois. 
On the 26th, no progress was nnide, though 
thsre was much angry debate aud many threata 
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of bolting on the part of delegates from the 
Cotton States, unless their views in regard to 
Platform should be adopted. 

On the 27th, the Platform Committee, failing 
to agree, presented an assortment of Platforms, 
from whicli the Convention was expected to 
make its selection. The majority report, pre- 
sented by Mr. Avery, of N. C, was as fol- 
lows : 

Hesolved, That the Platform adopted at Cincinnati be 
affirmed, with the following resolution : 

That the National Democracy of the United States 
hold these cardinal principles on the subject of Slavery 
in the Territories : First, that Congress has no power to 
abolish Slavery in the Territories ; second, that the Ter- 
ritorial Legislature has no power to abolish Slavery in 
the Territories, nor to prohibit the introduction of slaves 
therein, nor any power to destroy or impair the right of 
property in slaves by any legislation whatever. 

liesolved, That the enactments of State Legislatures 
to defeat the faithful execution of the Fugitive Slave 
Law are hostile in character, subversive of the Constitu- 
tion, and revolutionary in their eflecls. 

liesnlved, That it is the duty of the Federal Govern- 
ment to protect the rights of person and property on the 
high seas, in the Territories, or wherever else its jurisdic- 
tion extends. 

Resolved, That it is the duty of the Government of 
the United States to afford protection to naturalized 
citizens from foreign countries. 

licMlved, That it is the duty of the Government of 
the United States to acquire Cuba at the earliest prac- 
ticable moment. 

The principal minority report, which w.is pre- 
sented by Mr. Henry B. Payne, of Ohio, and 
.signed by the members of the committee 
from Maine. Ncw-Hampsliire, Vermont, Rhode 
Island, Connecticut, Xew-Jersey, Oiiio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Micliigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, 
, New-York, and Pennsylvania, (all the Free 
States except California, Oregon, and Massachu- 
setts), reafiirnied the Cincinnati Platform ; de- 
clared iliat all rights of property are judicial in 
their character, and that the Democracy pledge 
themselves to defer to the decisions of the 
Supreme Court on the subject ; ample protec- 
tion to citizens, native or naturalized, at home 
or abroad ; ai(i to " a Pacific Railroad ;" the 
acquisition of Culja, and that all State resistance 
to the Fugitive Slave Law is revolutionary and 
snbver.<i%-e of the Constitution. 

Gen. Benj. F. Butler, of JIassachusetts, pre- 
sented another minority report, reaffirming the 
Cincinnati Platform, and declaring Democratic 
principles unchangeable in their nature when 
applii'd to tlie same subject matter, and only 
reconunending, in addition to the Cinciiniati 
Platform, a resolution for the protection of all 
citizens, whether native or naturalized. 

.Mr. Payne stated that his report, although a 
minority one, represented one hundred and 
tseventy-two electoral votes, while the majority 
report represented only one hundred and 
twenty-seven electoral votes. 

Mr. James A. Bayard (U. S. Senator), of Dela- 
ware, presented another series of resolutions, as 
follows: 

Tlie first affirmed the Cincinnati Platform. 

The second declared that Territorial Govern- 
tnonts are provisional and temporary, and that 
(iiu-itig their existence all citizens of the United 
frt.ites have an equal right to settle in the Terri- 
tories without their rights of cither person or 
propi-rty f)eing destroyed or impaired by Con- 
gressional or Territorial legislation. 

The third, that it is the duty of the Govern- 



ment to pT-otect the rights of persons or pro- 
perty on the high seas, in the Territories, or 
wherever else its constitutional authority ex- 
tends. 

The fourth that, when the settlers in a Terri- 
tory have adequate population to form a State 
Constitution, the right of Sovereignty com- 
mences, and, being consummated by their ad- 
mission into the Union, they stand upon an 
equal footing with the citizens of other States, 
and that a State thus organized is to be admit- 
ted into the Union, Slavery or no Slavery. 

The day was spent in fierce debate, without 
coming to a vote on any of these various propo- 
sitions. 

On the 28th, Senator Wm. Bigler, of Penn- 
sylvania, moved that the majority and minority 
reports be recommitted to the Convention, with 
instructions to report in an hour, the following 
resolutions : 

Resolved, That the Platform adopted by the Demc- 
cratic party at Cincinnati be allirmed, with the following 
exiilauatory resolution : 

lUsolced, That the Government of a Territory, or- 
ganized by an act of Congress, is provisional and tempo- 
rary, and, during its existence, all citizens of the United 
States have an equal right to settle in the Territory, 
without their rights, either of person or property, being 
destroyed or impaired by Congressional or Teriitorial 
Legislation. 

JCesolved, That the Democratic party stands pledged 
to the doctrine that it is the duty of Government to 
maintain all the constitutional rights of property, of 
whatever kind, in the Territories, and to enforce all the 
decisions of the Supreme Court in reference thereto. 

Resolved, That it is the duty of the United States to 
afford ample and complete protection to all its cit.zens, 
whether at home or abroad, and whether native or 
foreign. 

Resolved, That one of the necessities of the age, in a 
military, commercial and postal point of vievv, is speedy 
comumnication between the Atlantic and Pacific States; 
and the Democratic Party pledge such Constitutional 
Government aid as will insure the construction of a 
railroad to the PaciQc coast at the earliest practical 
period. 

Resolved, That the Democratic Party are in favor of 
the acquisition of the Island of Cuba, on such terms as 
shall be honorable to ourselves and just to Spain. 

Rexolved, That the enaciments of State Legislatures 
to defeat the fiiltliful execution of the Fugitive Slave 
Law, are hostile in character, subversive of the Consti- 
tution, and revolutionary in their effect, 

5Ir. Bigler moved the previous question, 
Mr. W. Montgomery (.>!. C), of Pennsylvania, 
moved to lay Mr. Bigler's motion on the table. 
He did not regard as a compromise a proposi- 
tion for a Congressional Slave Code and the 
reopening of the African Slave Trade ; but, 
learning that the adoption of his motion would 
have the effect of tabling the whole subject, he 
withdrew it. A division of the question was 
called for, and the vote was first taken on the 
motion to recommit, which was carried, 152 to 
151; but the proposition to instruct the com- 
mittee was laid on the table, 1242.]- to 56^, as 
follows : 

Yeas.— Maine, 8; New-llampshire, 5; Vermont, 5; 
Massachusetts, l2i; Ithode Island, 4; Connecticut, 5; 
New- York, 35; Pennsylvania, 8; Delaware, 3; Mary- 
land,>'>l ; Virginia, 1.5 ; North Carolina, 10; South Caro- 
lina, 8; Georgia, 10; Florida, 3; Alabama, 9; Louisi- 
ana, C; Mississippi, 7; Texas, 4; Arkans.-'a, 4 ; Missouri, 
4; Kentucky, 6; Ohio, 2!(; Indiana, 13; Illinois, 11; 
Michigan, 0; Iowa, 4; Minnesota, 4; California, 3J— 

mi. 

Nays.— Massachusetts, J; Connecticut,!; New- Jersey, 
7 ; Pennsylvania, 15 ; .Maryland, 21 ; Missouri, 9 ; Ten- 
nessee, 11; Kentucky, 7; Indiana, 0; Wisconjia, 5; 
California, i ; Oregon, 8— 56t. 

Subsequently, on the same day, Mr, Avery, 
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from the majority of the Committee oil Platform, 
reported the following: 

JiesolVed, That the plat form adopted by the Democratic 
party at Cincinnati be allirmed, with the following ex- 
planatory Resolutions : 

Firnt. That the government of a Territory organbsedby 
an act of Congress, is provisional and temporary ; and, 
during its existence, all citizens of the United States have 
an equal risht to settle with tlieir property in the Territory 
without tlieir rights, either of person or property, being des- 
troyed or impaired by congressional or territorial legislation. 

/Second. That it is the duty of the Federal Government, 
In all its departments, to protect, when necessary, the 
rights of persons and property in the Territories, and 
wherever else its constitutional authority extends. 

Third. That when the settlers in a Territory having an 
adequate population form a State Constitution, the right 
of sovereignty commences, and, being consummated by 
admission into tlie Union, they stand on an equal foot- 
ing with the people of otlier States ; and the State thus 
organized ought to be admitted into the Federal Union, 
whether its constitution prohibits or recognizes the institu- 
tion of Slavery. 

Fourtk. That the Democratic party are in favor of the 
acquisition of the Island of .Cuba, on such terms as shall 
be lionorable to ourselves and just to Spain, at the earliest 
practicable moment. 

Fi/iii. That the enactments of State legislatures to de- 
feat the faithful execution of the Fugitive Slave Law, are 
hostile in character, sub.versive of the Constitution, and 
revolutionary in their effect. 

Sixtk. That the Democracy of the United States recog- 
nize it us the imperative duty of this Government to i)ro- 
ttct the naturalized citizen in all his rights, whether at 
home or in forcigndands, to the same extent as its native- 
born citizens. 

Wherean, one of the greatest necessities of tl>e age, in a 
political, conmiercial, postal and military point of view, is 
a sjjeeily communication between the Pacific and Atlan- 
tic coasts : Therefore be it 

Itesolved, That the Democratic party do hereby pledge 
themselves to use every means in their power to secure the 
passage of some bill, to the extent of the constitutional 
authority of Congress, for the construction of a I'acltic 
Railroad, from tlie Mississippi Uiver to the PaclQc Ocean, 
at the earliest practicable moment. 

Mr. Avery took tlie floor, and spoke at length 
iu favor of liis report, and iu the course of his 
remarks .«uid : 

I have stated tliat we demand at the hands of our 
Northern brethren upon this lloor tliat the great principle 
which we cherish should be recognized, and in that view I 
speak the common sentiments of our constituents at home ; 
and I intend no rellcction U])on those who entertain a differ- 
ent oiiinion, when I say that the results and ultimate conse- 
quences to the Southern States of this confederacy, if the 
I'opular Sovereignty doctrine be adopted as the doctrine 
of the Democratic jiarty, would be as dangerous and sub- 
versive of their rights as tlie adoption of the principle of 
Congressional intervention or prohibition. We say that, in 
a contest for the occupation of the Territories of the United 
States, the Southern men encumbered with slaves cannot 
compete witli tlie Emigrant Aid Society at the North. \V'e 
say tliat the Emigrant Aid Society can send a Vi. ter to one 
of the Territories of the Uniteil States, to determine a 
question relating to slavery, for the sum of $'200, while it 
would cost the Southern man the sum of $1500. We say, 
then, that wherever there Is competition between the 
South and North, that the North can and will, at less ex- 
pense and dilliculty, secure power, control and dominion 
over the Territories of the Federal Government ; and if, 
then, you establish the doctrine that a Territorial Legisla- 
ture which may be established by Congress in any Terri- 
tory has the right, directly or indirectly, to affect the insti- 
tution of Slavery, then you can see that the Legislature by 
its action, cither directly or indirectly, may finally ex- 
cluds every man from the slavcholding States as ef- 
fectually as if you had adopted the Wiliuot Proviso out 
and out 

But we are told that, in advocating the doctrine we now 
do, we are violating the principles of the Cincinnati plat- 
form. They say that the Cincinnati jilatform is a I'opular 
Sovereignty platform; that it was intended to present and 
practically enforce that great principle. Now, we who 
made this report deny that this is the true construction of 
the Cincinnati platform. We of the Soutli say timt when 
we voted for the Cincinnati platform wo understood, from 
the fact that tlie Territories stand in the same position as 
the District of Columbia, that non-interference and non- 
intervention in the Territories was that same soit of non- 
iuterfcreuce and non-interventloa forbidden ia the Dis- 



trict of Columbia. Now, we maintain that Congress has 
no right to prohibit or abolish Slavery in the District of 
Columbia. Why ? Because it is an existing institution. 
It becomes the duty of Congress under the Constitution to 
protect and cherish the right of property in slaves in that 
District, because the Constitution does not give them the 
power to prohibit or establish Slavery. Every session of 
Congress, Northern men, Southern men, men of all par- 
ties, are legislating to protect, cherish and uphold the insti- 
tution of Slavery in the District of Columbia 

It ia said that the Cincinnati platform is ambiguous, and 
that we must explain it. At the South, we have main- 
tained that it had no ambiguity, that it did not mean 
I'opular Sovereignty ; but our Northern friends say that 
it does mean i'ojmlar Sovereignty. Now, if we are 
going to explain it and to declare its principles, I say 
let us either declare them openly, boldly, squarely, 
or let us leave it as it is in the Cincinnati Platform. 1 
want, and we of the South want, no_ more doubtful plat- 
forms upon this or any other question. We desire that 
this Convention should take a bold, square stand. What 
do the minority of the committee propose ? Their solution 
is to leave the question to the decision of the Supreme 
Court, and agree to abide by any decision that may be 
made by that tribunal between the citizens of a Territory 
upon the subject. Why, gentlemen of the minority, you 
cannot help yourselves. That is no concession to us. 
There is no necessity for putting that in the platform, be- 
cause I take it for granted that you are all law-abiding 
citizens. Every gentleman here from a non-slaveholding 
State is a law-abiding citizen ; and if he be so, why we 
know that when there is a decision of the Supreme Court, 
even adverse to his views, lie will submit to it 

You say that this is a judicial question. We say that 
it is not. But if it be a judicial question, it is immaterial to 
you how the platform is inade, because all you will have to 
say is, " this is a judicial question ; the majority of the Con- 
vention were of one opinion ; I may entertain my own opin- 
ion upon the question; lettheSupremo Courtsettle it." . . 

Let us make a platform about which there can be no 
doubt, so that every man. North and South, may stand 
side by side on all Issues connected with Slavery, and ad- 
vocate the same principles. That is all we ask. All we 
demand at your hands is, that there shall be no equivoca- 
tion and no doubt in the popular uiliid as to what our 
principles are, 

Mr, II. B. Payne, of Ohio, replied at length, 
and, ill the course of his argument, said : 

The question of Slavery had distracted the Courts anil 
the party since 1S20, and we hoped by the Compromise 
measures of 1S50, the Kansas law of 135-1, and the Plat- 
form of 1S52 and 1850, that the policy of the Democratic 
party was a united aud settled policy in respect to Afri- 
can slavery The Democracy of the North 

have, throughout, stood by the South in vindication of 
their constitutional rights. For this they claim no 
credit. They have simply discharged their constitutional 
duty; and, though some Southern Senators may rise in 
their places and stigmatize us as unsound and rotten, we 
say we have done it in good faith, and we challege contra- 
diction. We have supposed that this doctrine of Popular 
Sovereignty was a lUial settlement of the Slavery dilliculty. 
You so understood it in the South, AVe are not claiming 
anything in our Platform but what the Cincinnati Platform 
was adnnfted to have established 

What was the doctrine of ISSO? Non-intervention by 
Congress with the question of Slavery, and the submission 
of tlie question of Slavery in tlie Territories, under the 
Constitution, to the People, 

It is said that one construction has been given to the 
Platform at the South and another at the Noiah. lie 
could prove from the Congressional debates that from 
1S50 to 1856 there was not a dissenting opiuiou expressed 
in Congress on this subject. 

To show that Squatter Sovereignty had been 
generally accepted as the true Democratic doc- 
trine. Mr. Payne quoted from eminent Southern 
Democratic Statesmen as follows : 

FROM A SPBECU OF HQS, HOWELL COBD, OF ORORGIA. 

" I Stand upon a principle. I hold that the will of the 
majority of the people of Kansas should decide this 
question, and I say here to-night, before this people and 
before this country, that I, for one, shall abide the deci- 
sion of the people there. I hold to the right of the People 
to self-government, I am willing for them to decide this 
question," 

FKOH THE SAMG, 

" I would not plant Slavery upon the soil of any por- 
tion of God's earth against the will of the people. The 
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Government of the United States should not force the 
institution of Slavery upon the people either of the 
' Territoi ies,' or of the States against the will of tlie peo- 
ple, though my voice could bring about that result." 

FROM A SPBKC.'I OF VICE-PRESIDENT BKECEINRIDOB. 

" But those who hold that the Territorial Legislature 
cannot pass a law prohibiting Slavery, admit that, unless 
the Territorial Legislature pass lav/s for its protection, 
Slavery will not go there. Therefore, practically, a 
majoiity of the people represented in the Territorial 
Legislature decides the question. "Whether they decide 
It by prohibiting it, according to the one docti ine, or by 
refusing to pass laws to protect it, as contended for by 
the other party, is immaterial. The majority of the peo- 
ple, by the action of the Territorial Legislature, will 
decide the question, and all must abide the decision when 
made." 

FROM Tns SAMB. 

" But if non-intervention by Congress be the principle 
that underlies the Compromise of 1850, then the proliibi- 
tion of 1820, being Inconsistent wills that principle, should 
be removed, and perfect non-iuterveution thus be estab- 
lished by law. 

" Among many misrepresentations sent to the counti-y 
by some of the enemies of this bill, perhaps none is more 
flagrant, than the charge that it proposes to legislat'i 
Slavery into Nebraska and Kansas. Sir, if the bill con- 
tained such a feature it would not receive my vote. The 
right to establish involves tlie correlative right to prohi- 
bit, and, denying both, I would vote for neither." 

FROM THE SAME. 

" Upon the distracting question of domestic Slaverj-, 
their position is clear. Tlie whole power of the Demo- 
cratic organization is pledged to the following proposi- 
tions: That Congress shall not interpose u])oii this sub- 
ject in the States, in the Territories, or in the District of 
Columbia ; that the people of each Territory shall deter- 
mine the question for themselves, and be admitted into 
the Union upon a footing of perfect equality with the 
ori^nal States, without discrimination on account of the 
allowance or prohibition of Slavery." 

FROM A SPEECH BY BON. JAMES L. ORR, (IF S. 0. 

"Now, I admit that there is a difference of opinion 
amongst Democrats as to wliether this feature of Squat- 
ter Sovereignty be in the bill or not. But the great point 
upon which tfie Democratic jiurty at Cincinnati rested 
was, that the government of the Ten itories had been 
transferred from Congress, and, c;irryiiig out the spirit 
and genius of our institutions, had been given to the 
people of the Territories." 

FROM A SPKKCH BT HON. A. n. STIiPlIESS, OF GEORGIA. 

"The whole question of Slavery or No Slavery was to 
be left to the people of the Territories, wheilier North 
or South of 36° 30', or any other line. The que.-ition was 
to be tal^en out of Congress, where it liad lieen iuipro- 
jierly tlirust from the beginning, and to left to the 
jieople concerned in the matter to decide fur tlifiiiselvcs. 
This, 1 say, was tlie position originally helil by the South 
when the .Missouri Restriction was at lirst jiropo^ ed. The 
principle upon which tliat position rests, lies at (he very 
foundation of all our Kepublican institutions: it is that 
tlie citizens of every distinct and separate community 
or State should have the right to govern themselves in 
their domestic matters as they please, and that they 
should be free from intermeddling restriction and 
arbitrary dictation on such matters, from any other 
Tower or Government, in which they liave no voice." 

Mr. Payne continued. But for consuming time, he 
could read for half an hour, to show that every eminent 
Southern man had held the same opinion on the docti ine 
of popular sovereignty. 

Mr. Payne would read from the Cincinnati Platform 
to show what it laid down. All should be familiar 
with it: 

"The American Democracy recognize and adopt the 
principles contained in the organic laws, establishing the 
Territories of Kansas and Nel)raska as embodying the 
only sound ;ind safe solution of the ' Slavery Question ' 
upon which the great National idea of the People of this 
whole country can repose in its determined conserva- 
tism of the Union— non-interference by Congress with 
Slavery in State and Territory, or in the District of 
Columbia." 

They nominated Mr. Buchanan on that Platform, 
agreed on by the representatives of every State in the 
Union, as the ofiicial record would show. There was not 
one dissenting voice in the whole list of States. In cast- 
ing the vote of North Carolina, his friend, Mr. Avei-y, 



I then acting as Chairman of his Delegation, and now pre- 
senting the majority report announced: 
I " North Carolina gives ten votes for the Platform, and 
' will give ten thousand majority in November." 

In his letter of acceptance, Mr. Buchanan, in an' em- 
phatic and clear manner, thus expressed his views of 
this Platform : 

" The recent legislation of Congress respecting domes- 
tic Slavery, deiived, as it has been, from the original 
and pure fountain of legitimate political power, the will 
of the majority, pioniises, ere long, to allay the danger- 
ous excitement. This legislation is founded on princi- 
ples as ancient as Fi ee government itself, and in accord- 
ance with them has siuijily declared that the people of a 
Territory, like t/ione of a State, ahall decide j'or them' 
Helucs, whetlier Shivery nhall or uhall not exiisi within 
their limitii." 

j'<Jr. Payne had extracts yet behind of speeches from 
Stephens, of Geo. gia, one of the most distinguislied States- 
men of the South — from Mr. Benjamin, of Louisiana — 
Mason, of Virginia — more qualified, he admitted, but 
still emphatic. 'I'he Senator from Delaware, too, Mr. 
Bayard, had fully indorsed the doctrine of Popular 
Sovereignty. 

So had Mr. Badger, of North Carolina, and Judge 
Butler of South Carolina. Mr. Hunter of Virginia, cer- 
tainly one of the wisest and purest statesmen which the 
Democracy now numbers amongst her leaders in the 
land — he, also, says that the people shall have the right 
to decide on all questions relating to their domestic 
institutions. In his speech, he used these words, almost 
identical with the Platform of the minority : 

" The bill provides that the Legislatures of tliese Ter- 
ritories shall have power to legislate over all rightful 
subjects of legislation consistently with the Constitution. 
And, if they should assume powers which are thought to 
be inconsistent with the Constitution,*the Courts will de- 
cide that question whenever it may be ra'sed. There Is 
a difference of opinion among the friends of this measure 
as to the extent of the limits which the Constitution im- 
poses upon the Territorial Legislatures. This bill pro- 
poses to leave these differences to the decision of the 
Courts. To that tribunal I >im willing to leave this deci- 
sion, as it was once before proposed to be left by the 
celebrated Compromise of the Senator from Delaware." 

lie also read an extract of a similar character from a 
speech by Mr. Toombs, of Georgia, one of the boldest 
men on the floor of the American senate, taking ground 
in favor of non-intervention by Congreffs. 

Need he accumulate these extracts to show that not a 
s'ngle .statesman who has figured in Congress, of late 
years, but has taken this high ground? 

Mr. Samuels*, of Iowa, presented the follow- 
ing report on belialf of ilie niinoiity of the 
Platform Committee : 

1. Resolved, That we, the Democracy of the Union, in 
Convention assembled, hereby declare our aflirmance of 
the resolutions unanimously adoj)ted and declared as a 
platform of priiiciides by the Democratic Convention at 
Cinc'.nnali, in the year lS5li, believing that Democratic 
principles are unchangeable in their nature, when ap- 
plied to the same subject matters ; and we recommend 
as the only further resolutions the following : 

Inasmuch as differences of opinion exist in the Demo- 
cratic Party as to the nature and extent of the powers 
of a Territorial Legi.«Iature, and iis to the powers and 
duties of Congress, under the Constitution of the United 
States, over the institution of Slavery within the Terri- 
tories : 

2. It'enolved, Th.it the Democratic Party will abide by 
the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States 
ou 'he questions of Constitutional law. 

3. JleMoiced, That it is the duty of the I'nited States 
to afford ami)le and comjilete pi otection to all its citi- 
zens, whether at home or abroad, and whether native or 
foreign. 

4. Jlenoleed, That one of the necessities of the age, in 
a military, commercial, and postal point of view, is 
speedy communication between the Atlantic and Pacific 
Stiites ; and the Democratic Party pledge such Constitu- 
tional Government aid as will insure the construction of 
a railroad to the Pacific coast, at the earliest practicable 
period. 

5. IteaoUed, That the Democratic party are in favcr 
of the acquisition of the Island of Cuba, on such terms 
as shall be honorable to ourselves and just to Spain. 

0. Itenolved, That the enactments of State Legislatures 
to defeat the faithful execution of the Fugitive Slave 
Law, are hostile in character, subversive of the Consti- 
tution, and revolutionary in their effect. 

Gen. Butler, of Ma=.sachusett3, again reported 
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(aa a minority) tlie Cincinnati Platform without 
alteration. 

It was evident, even before the report 
of the majority was presented, that it would 
not be sustained by the Convention, though the 
Free-State majority evinced not only willing- 
ness but anxiety to conciliate their Southern 
brethren at any sacrifice not absolutely ruinous. 

The majority of the Convention, confident of 
their power to reject the majority report, were 
anxious for a vote ; but the minority seemed 
determined to stave oft" definite action for that 
day, and carried their point by a syscera cur- 
rently termed 'J filibustering," which would have 
done no discredit to the House of Representa- 
tives at Washington. The confusion and hub- 
bub which prevailed may be comprehended 
perhaps, by the following extract from the offi- 
cial report of the proceedings : 

Mr. Bigler obtained the floor, and desired to suggest 
to the Convention that, by common consent, and without 
any further struggle, tliey sliould adjourn. (Cries of " I 
Object!" "I object!") 

Sir. Hunter, of Louisiana. — I appeal to my Democratic 
friends of tiie Soutli and my Democratic friends from all 

parts of the Union (Cries of " order !" " order I" and 

the greatest disorder prevailing in the Hall.) 

The President— The Cliair begs leave, once for all, to 
state— and the Chair entreats the Convention to listen to 
this declaration— that it is physically impossible for the 
Chair to go on in a contest with six hundred men as to 
who shall cry out loudest ; and unless the Convention 
will come to order, and gentlemen take their places and 
proceed in order, the Ohair will feel bound in duty to 
the Convention as well as to himself, to leave the chair. 
(Applause.) The Chair will wait to see whether it ia pos- 
sible to have order in the House. 

Mr. Samuels, of Iowa, appealed to the Convention to 
listen to a proposition of Mr. Hunter of Louisiana. 

The President. — The Chair will entertain no motion 
until the Convention is restored to order, and when that 
is done, tlie Chair desires to make another suggestion to 
the Convention. Tlie Cliair has already stated that it is 
pliysically hnpossible for him to go on with the business 
of ttie Convention, so long as one-half of the members 
are upon their feet and engaged in clamor of one sort or 
another. The Cliair begs leave to repeat that he knows 
mt one remedy for such disorder, and that is for your 
residing officer to leave the chair. He, of course, 
vould deeply regret that painful necessity ; but it would 
e a less evil than that this incessant confusion and dls- 
ori'.er, presenting such a spectacle to the people of South 
Carolina, should continue to prevail in this most honor, 
able body of so many respectable gentlemen of the high' 
est standing in the community, engaged in debat^and 
deliberation upon the dearest interests of the country. 
'Applause.) 

It was finally agreed that the vote should be 
dkcn the next day — or rather the following 
Monday, and the Convention adjourned. 

On Monday the 30th, the President stated the 
question as follows : 



The Convention wjU remember that, in the first 
{>lace, the gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. Avery) 
reported the resolutions of the majority of the commit- 
tee. Thereupon the gentleman from Iowa (Jlr. Samuels) 
moved an amendment to these resolutions, by striking 
out all after the word " resolved," and to insert the 
resolutions proposed by him, in behalf of a portion of 
minority of the committee. After which, the gentleman 
from Slassachusetts (Mr. Butler) moved, in behalf of an- 
otlier portion of the minority committee, to amend the 
amendment, by striking out all after the word "re- 
solved," and inserting the proposition proposed by him 
on behalf of that minority. The first question will 
be, therefore, upon the amendment moved by the gen- 
tleman from Masf achusetts (Mf. Butler). If that amend- 
ment fulls, the Convention will then come to a vote upon 
the amendment moved by the gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. Samuels). If, however, the amendment of Mr, 
Butler prevails, then that amendment will have taken 
the place of the amendment moved by Mr. Samuels, and 
tlie next question will be upon substituting it In the place | 
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of the original resolution proposed by the gentleman 
from North Carolina. 

Mr. Butler's Platform affirms the Cincinnati 
Platform, and adds a resolution for the protec- 
tion of citizens abroad. 

Tlie vote was then taken by States on Mr. Butler'a 
amendment, with the following result ; yeas 105, naya 

m: 

Feas— Maine, 3 ; Massachusetts, 8 ; Connecticut, 2j ; 
New- Jersey, C ; Pennsylvania, lOJ ; Delaware, 8 ; Mary- 
land, 5} ; Virginia, 12i; North Carolina, 10; Georgia, 10; 
Missouri, 4i^; Tennessee, 11 ; Kentucky, 9; Minnesota, 
1} : Oregon, 8—105. 

Mays— Jtlaxae, 5; New-Hampshire, 6; Vermont, 5; 
Massachusetts, 5; Rhode Island, 4; Connecticut, SJ; 
New-York, 85 ; New-Jersey, 2 ; Pennsylvania, lOJ ; Mary- 
land, 2 1 ; Virginia, 2} ; South Carolina. 8 ; Florida, S; 
Alabama, 9 ; Louisiana, 6 ; Mississippi, 7 ; Texas, 4 ; 
Arkansas, 4; Missouri, 4( ; Tennessee, 1 ; Kentucky, 8; 
Ohio, 23 ; Indiana, 13 ; Illinois, 11 ; Michigan, 6 ; Wiscon- 
sin, 5 ; Iowa, 4 ; Minnesota, 2i ; California, 4—193. 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The minority report (that of Mr. Samuels) 
was then read, and, after ineffectual attempts 
to table the subject and proceed to a nomina* 
tion, the vote was taken and the minority 
report wus adopted as an amendment or substi- 
tute, as follows : 

Peas— Maine, 8; New-Hampshire, 6; Vermont, 5\ 
Miissachusetts, 7 ; Rhode Island, 4 ; Connecticut, 6 ; Now- 
Vork, 85 ; New- Jersey, 5 ; Pennsylvania, 12 ; Maryland, 
Si; Virginia, 1; Missouri, 4; Tennessee,!; Kentucky, 
2^; Ohio, 23; Indiana, 13; Illinois, 11; fillchigan, 6; 
Wisconsin, 5 ; Iowa, 4 ; Minnesota, 4— 165. 

iVayg— Massachusetts, C ; New-Jersey, 2 ; Pennsyl- 
vania, 15 ; Delaware, 3 ; Maryland, 4i ; Virginia, 14 ; 
North Carolina, 10 ; South Carolina, 8 ; Georgia, 10 ; 
Florida, 3 ; Alabama, 9 ; Louisi.ana, C ; Mississippi, 7 ; 
Texas, 4 ; Arkansas, 4 ; Slissouri, 5 ; Tennessee, 11 ; Ken- 
tucky, 9i ; California, 4 ; Oregon, 8—138. 

The question was then taken on the adoption 
of the report as amended, the vote being taken 
on each resolution separately, and with the ex- 
ception of the one pledging the Democratic 
party to abide by the decisions of the Supreme 
Court on the subject of Slavery in the Territo- 
ries — which was rejected — they were adopted 
by a vote which was nearly unanimous. 

The delegation from Alabama, by its Chair- 
man, then presented a written protest, signed 
by all its members, announcing their purpose to 
withdraw from the Convention. They were 
followed by the delegations from Mississippi, 
Florida, Texas, all the Louisiana delegation 
except two, all the South Carolina delegation 
except three, three of the Arkansas delegation, 
two of the Delaware delegation (including 
Senator Bayard) and one from North Carolina, 
The order of their withdrawal was as follows : 



ALABAMA, PROTESTS AND WITHDRAWS. 

Mr. Walker, of Alabama.— Mr. President, I am In- 
stfucted_ by the Alabama delegation to submit to thla 
Convention a communication, and, with your permission, 
I will read it. 

To THE Hon. Caleb CcsniKO, 

President qf^ the Demccratio National Conten- 
tion, note inbesaion in the City of Charleston, 
South Carolina : 

Tlie undersigned delegates, representing the State of 
Alabama in. thU Convention, respectfully beg leave to lay 
before your honorable body tJie following statements of. 
facts : 

On the eleventh day of January, 1860, the Democratic 
party of tlie State of Alabama met in Convention, in tbo- 
city of Montgomery, and adopted, with singular unaul. 
mity, a series of resolutions herewith submitted: 

1. Resolved h;/ the Democracy of the Slate of AJahatm in Conr 
vmlion assembled, That holding all Issues and principles upon 
which they have heretofore alllUated and acted wiih the Ifa- 
tional Dcmocraiie i'ai ty to be Inferior la dignity and impor- 
titncoto the great question of Slavery, they content themselves 
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with a general re-oinrroat.ee of the Cincinnati platform as to 
Buch issues, and also indorse said platform as to fclavery, 
together with the following resoluiioiis : 

2. Jtexolvecl further, Tb-dtv/e re-allirm so much of the first 
rcsoluiion of the platform adopted In the Convention by the 
Democracy of this State, on the iiih of Jantiary, 1856, as 
relates to the subject of Slavery, tc-wit: "The unqualiflud 
right of the people of the Slaveholding Slates to the prelection 
of their property in the States, in the Territories, and in the 
■wilderness, in which Territorial Governments are as yet unor- 
ganized." 



i principle 

form adopted m Convention by the Democracy of this State, 
on the 14th of February, I8l8, to wit : " That it is the duty of 
the .General Government, by all proper legislation, to secure 
an entry into those Territories to all the citizens of the United 
States, together with their property of every description, and 
that the same should be protected by the United States while 
the Territories are under its authority," 

i. Jieeolced/urOier, That the Constitution of the United States 
fa a compact between sovereign and co-equal States, united 
upon the basis of perfect equality of rights and ])rivlleges. 

6. Jtesohed/iirther, That the Territories of the United States 
are common property, in whjch the States have equal rights, 
and to which the citizens of every State may rightfully emi- 
grate, with their slaves or other property recognized as such 
In any of the Slates of the Union, or by the Constitution of the 
United States. 

e. JletoUed furOier, That the Congress of the United States 
has no power to abolish Slavery in the Territories, or lo prO' 
hlblt its introduction into any of them. 

7. Itesoh-cil further, That the Territorial Legislatures, creat- 
ed by the legLslalion of Congress, have no power to abolish 
Slavery, or to prohibit the introduction of the same, or to im- 
pair by unfriendly legislation the security and full enjoyment 
of the same within the Territories ; and such constitutional 
power certainly does not belong to the people of the Territo- 
ries in any capacity, before, iu the exercise of a lawful authori- 
ty, they form a Constitution preparatory to admission as a 
State Into the Union ; and their action. In the exercise of such 
lawful authority, certainly cannot operate or take eUect before 
tiicir actual admission as a State into the Union. 

8. Jienolced further, That the principles, enunciated by Chief 
Justice Taney, in his opinion lu the Dred Scott case, deny to 
the Territorial Legislature the power to destroy or impair, by 
any legislation whatever, the right of property i-' slaves, and 
maintain it to be the duty of the Federal Gove.nment, in alt 
of its departments, to protect the rights of the owner of such 
property in the Territories ; and the principles so declared 
are hereby asserted to be the rights of the South, and the South 
should maintain them. 

9. Rcsohedfurlher, That we hold all of the foregoing propo- 
eltions to contain airdinal principles — true in themselves— and 
just and proper, and necessary for the safety of all tnat is 
*ear to us ; and we do hereby instruct our dttegates lo the 
fcharleslon Convention to present them for the calm consider 
»tion and approval of that body— from whose justice and 
patriotism we anticipate their adoption. 

10. liesohed further. That our delegates to the Charleston 
Convention are hereby expressly Instructed to insist that s:!!!! 
Convention shall adopt a platform of principles, recognizing 
distinctly the rights of the South, as asserted in the foregoing 
resolutions ; and if the said National Convention shall refusts 
to adopt, lu substance, the propositions embraced in the pru- 
cedhig resolutions, prior to nominating candidates, our dele- 
gates to said Convention are hereby positively instructed lo 
withdraw therefrom. 

11. Ittsohed further. That our delegates to the Clmrlfsfon 
Convention shall cast the vote of Alatiama as a unit, and a 
majority of our delegates shall determine how the vote of this 
State shall be given. 

12. Itenoh-rd further, That an Exectillve Committee, (o con- 
sist of one from each Coiigrepslonal District, be aiipointi-d, 
whose duty it shall be. In the event that our delegates with- 
draw from the Charleston Conveniioa, in ol)ediencir to the 10;h 
resolution, to call a Convention of the? Denincratiy t.f vVliitiaina 
to meet at an early day lo cousidiT wlmt is beat to be done. 

Under these resolutions, the undersigned received tlieir 
appointment, and participated in the action of this Con- 
vention. 

By the resolution of instruction, the tenth in the series, 
we were directed to in.sist that tlie platform adopted by 
this Convention should embody, " in whole," the proposi- 
tions embraced in the preceding resolutions, prior to 
nominatini; candidates. 

Anxious, if possible, to continue our relations with this 
Convention, and tluis to maintain tlie nationality of tlie 
Democratic party, we agreed to iiccept, as the substiince 
of the Alabama platform, either of the two reports sub- 
mitted to this Convention by tlie majority of tlie Commit- 
tee on Kesolutions — this majority representing not only 
a majority of the States of the Union, but also the only 
States at all likely to be carried by the Democratic party 
In the Presidential election. We beg to make these re- 
ports a part of this communication. 

[Sec heretofore the two sets of resolutions.rc- 
ported by Mr. Avery.] 

These reports received the indor.sement in the Com- 
mittee on Kesolutions of every Southern State, and, had 
either of them been adopted as the platform of principles 
of the Democratic party, although possibly in some re- 



I spects subject to criticism, we should not have felt our- 
selves in duty bound to withhold our acquiescence. 

But it»has been the pleasure of this Convention,^ by an 
I almost 'exclusive sectional vote, not representing a ma- 
I jority of the Democratic electoral vote, to adopt a plat- 
form which does not, in our opinion, nor in the opinion 
of those who urge it, embody in substance the principles 
of the Alabama resolutions. That Platform is us follows : 

[Here follow Mr. Samuels' resolutions as adop- 
ted. Sec Platform.] 

The points of difference between the Northern and 
Southern Democracy are ; 

1st. As regards the status of Slavery es a political in- 
stitution in the Territories whilst they remain Teiritorie.", 
and the power of the people of a Territory to exclude it 
by unfriendly legislation ; and 

2d. As regards the duty of the Federal Government to 
protect the owner of slaves in the enjoyment of his pro- 
perty in the Territories so long as they remain such. 

Tills Convention h,is refused, by the Platform adopted, 
to settle either of these propositions in favor of the South. 
We deny to the people uf a Territory any power to legis- 
late against the institution of Slavery; and we assert 
that it is the duty of the Federal Government, in all ita 
departments, to protect the owner of slaves in the enjoy- 
ment of his property in the Territories. These princi- 
ples, as we state them, are embodied in the Alabama 
Platform. 

Here, then, is a plain, explicit and direct issue between 
this Convention and the constituency which we have the 
honor to represent In tliis body. 

Instructed as we ate, not to wtiivo this is.sue, the con- 
tingency, therefore, has arisen, when, In our opininn, it 
becomes our duty to withdraw from this Coiiveiilion. 
We beg, sir, to communiciite this fact through you, and 
to assure tlie Convention tliat we do so in no spirit of 
anger, but under ii sense of Itnperative obligalioii, pro. 
perly appreciiiling Its responsibilities and cheerfully bub- 
mltting to its consequences. 
L. P. Walkeb, Chairman. 0. 0. Uarpek, 
J. S. I.YOS, ]<EWIS U. Cato, 

JOH.V A. W/N,STON', Jno. W. PoKIIS, 

llODERT G. Scott, F. G. Nokm.an, 

A. It. MiiKK, W.C. Guilp, 

J. R. liKKAUK, JOLIfS C. B. MlTCHtLI., 

II. D. S.MITH, W. C. SlIKRHOll, 

Jas. IiiwiN, G. G. Ghiffi.v, 

W. L. VaNCKY, J. T. BhADFdUD, 

D. W. Bai.si-;. T, J. BuitNhTr, 

N. H. 11. Dawson, A. G. IIkskv, 

11. M. PatTII.V, \VM. M. liROOKS, 

W. C. McIviiR, K. Chapman, 

Mr. Walker also presented a resolution to the 
effect that no other per.^on than the retiring dele- 
gates had any authority to represent Alabama 
in the Convention. 

The Alabama delegation then withdrew from 
the hall. 

MISSISSIPPI WITHDRAWS. 

Mr. Barry, of Mississippi. — I am instructed by the 
Mississipjii deleg.ation to state that they retire from the 
Convention with the delegation from Alabama. (Cheers?.) 
They have prepared a protest, which they desire to sub- 
mit, but by accident it Is not now here. 1 desire also to 
state that they have adopted unanimously a repolutlon 
that they are the only delegates—which is uncontested— 
and that no one Is or shall be iiuthorized to represent 
them in their absence upon the floor of the Convention, 
(Cheers.) 

Mr. Mouton, of Louisiana.— Mr. President, I have hut 
a short coininunication to make to the Convention. I do 
not do it as an individu.il. I am authorized to say by 
the delegates representing Louisiana in this Convention, 
that they will not participate any longer In the proceed-" 
inga of this Convention. (Cheers.) lleretofore we have 
been in the habit of saying tliat the Democracy of the 
country was harmonious. (Laughter.) Can wu say ao 
to-diiy with any truth? Are we not divided, and divided 
in such a manner that wo can never be reconciled, be- 
cause we are divided upon principle? Can we agree to 
the Platform adopted by the majority of the Convention, 
and then go home to our constituents and put one con- 
rtruction on It, whi!'; Northern Democrats put another? 
No, Mr. President, I think I speak the sentiment of my 
State when I say that she will never pl iy such a part. 
(Cheers.) If we are to fight the Black Kepubllcans to- 
gether, let us do It with a bold front ; let us use the saniC 
arms ; let us sustain the uame principles. I was wiUlo).'i 
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this morningr, in order to do away with tlie necessity of 
nil tliese votes, and to ascertain if tliere was a iiiiijority 
iiere ready to impose uyjon us sucli a Platform — I was 
willing, myself, tliat the majority of tlie Convention should 
retire and prepare such a, Platform as suited them, and 
to talte a vote upon it, and if that Platform did not give 
us tliofe guarantees which we are entitled to under the 
Coiiftlt'.ition, then we would have been ready to do what 
wt are now doing. The Platform which the majority of 
this C ,;>7ention has adopted does not give us those guar- 
antees wl'ieh we are entitled to for the protection of our 
property in the Territories. We wish to wear no two faces 
in tills contest. We wish to meet the B'ack Ilepuhlicans 
with tlieir al)oiiiinal)le doctrines boldly ; and if our friends, 
tlie Democrats from the Free States, cannot join us and 
fight with us, we must fight our own battle. We are ready 
to meet the issue made by the Black Kepublicaiis like 
men, but we shiill battle f«r what we conceive to be the 
truth, and not fir profit. For these reason.', I iim autho- 
rized liy my delegation to announce tliat tiiey willidraw 
from the Conveiition. At the same time, I should state 
the fact that two of the delegation do not. join us in this 
movement. (Loud cheers.) At the same time, I should 
state that those who sent u.'S here instructed us to vote as 
a unit, and we contend, therefore, that we are entitled to 
give tlie whole vote of the State, and that no one else is 
entitled to give it or to divide it. 

Mr, Mouton made .«onie additional remarks, 
but owinur to the coiifiisioii which prevailed in 
the hall, the reporter was untible to hear them, 

Mr, Glenn, of Sli.ssissippi. — Jlr, President and gentle- 
men of this Convention : For the fir.st time, for the only 
time, for the last time, in ths name of the State that I 
Iiave the honor in part to rei)resent here, I desire to say 
hilt a few worils to this Convention. I hold in my hand 
the solemn act of her delegation upon this floor, and 1 
say to you, gentlemen, that it. is not a hasty action; that 
it is not one cunci-Ived in passion, or carried out in caprice 
or disappointment. It is tlie firm resolve of the great 
body of the people whom we represent, which was ex- 
pres.=ed in the Convention that sent us here, and thai re- 
Bolve, that peoph-, and we, their representatives, will 
maintain at all cost and at all hazards. (Loud cheers.) 

We came here not to dictate to the representatives of 
other sovereign States. Since we have been here, onr In- 
tercourse has been courteous so far as personalities are 
concerned. We have till sought, and I believe have all 
been alile, to conilnct ourselves as gentlemen. Hut we did 
not come here to exercise the courtesies of life alone. 
We came to settle the principles upon which our party 
must re<t and ij,upt stand. We came here, gentlemen of 
the North, not to ask you to adopt a principle which you 
coidil say was opposed to your consciences and to your 
principles. We did not believe it to be so. We came as 
equal members of a common confederacy, simply to ssk 
you to acknowledge our equal rights within that confede- 
racy. (Cheers.) Sir, at C-ncinnati we adopted a Plat- 
f inn on which we all agreed. Now answer me, ye men 
of tlie North, of the Enst, of the South, and of the West, 
what was the construction placed upon that Platform in 
dilTerent sections of the Union ? You at the West said it 
meant one thing, we of tlie South said it meant another. 
Kither we were right or you were right; we were wrong 
or you were wrong. We came here to .i-sk y^u which was 
right and wliicii was wrong. You have maintained ynur 
position. You say that you cannot give us an acknow- 
ledgment of that rigid, which I fell you here now, in 
coming time will be your only safety in your contests 
with the Black Uepublicans of Ohio and of the North, 
(Cheers.) 

Why, sir, turn back to the history of your own leading 
men. There sits a distinguished geiitleman,(Uon. Charles 
K. Stuart, of Michigan,) once a representative of one of 
the sovereign States of the Union in the Senate, who 
then voted that Congress had the con.stitutional power to 
pass the Wilmot Proviso, and to exclude Slavery from the 
Territories; anil now, when the Supreme Court has said 
that it has not that jxiwer, he conies forward and tells 
.MIssissippians that that .same Congress is impotent to 
protect tliat same species of property. There sits mv 
distlnguisiied friend, the Senator from'Ohio, (Mr. Pugli!) 
who, lint a few nights since, toM us from that stand ihat 
if a Territorial (J'lvernment totally misused their powers 
or abused tliein. Congress could wipe out that Territorial 
Government altogether. Ami yet, when we come here 
ami ask him to give us protection in case that Territorial 
Government mbs us of our property and strikes the star 
which answers to the name of Mississippi from the flag of 
the Union, so far as the Constitution gives her protection, 
he tells us, with his hand up'.n his heart -as Gov. I'aviie, 
of Ohio, had before done— that they r. ill jiart with their 



lives before they will acknowledge the principle which wo 
contend for. 

Gentlemen, in such a situation of things in the Conven- 
tion of our great party, it is rigiit that we should part. 
Go your wiiy, and we will go ours. The South leaves you 
— not like llagar, driven into the wilderness, friendless 
and alone— but I tell Southern men here, and for them, 1 
tell the North, that, in lesst:ian si.xty day-, you vill flnd 
a united South standing side by side with us. (Prolonged 
and enthusiastic cheering ) 

We stand firm and immovable, and while we respect 
you, we must respect ourselves. And, gentlemen, let me 
say to you of the North now, that the time may come 
when you will need us more than we need ycm, I speak 
to those who represent the green hills of New Kngland ;" 
I speak to the ''imperial center "of the Union. There 
slumbers in your midst a latent spark — not of political 
sectionalism, but of social discord— which may yet re- 
quire the conservative principles of the Smtli to save 
your region of country from anarchy and confusion. 
We need not your protection. The power of the Black 
Republicans is nothing to us. We are safe in our own 
strengtli and security, so long as we maintain our rights. 

Gentlemen, 1 have detained you too long. I ask, in 
conclusion, that the few words which are here written — 
words of courtesy, but words of truth so far as my glori- 
ous State is concerned — may be read in your hearing. 

Mr. Mathew.":, of Mississippi, tliQu read the 
following doctiiiicnt. 

7'o the President of the Democratic Contention : 

Sir: As Chairman of the delegation, which has the 
honor to represent the State of Mississippi upon this 
floor, I desire to be heani by yon and by tlie Convention. 

In coninion consultation we have met here, the repre- 
.sentatives of si.ster Stiites, to resolve the principles of a 
great parly. While maintaining principles, we profess 
no spirit save that of harmony, conciliation, the success 
of our party, and the safety of our organization. But to 
the former the latter must yield— for no organization is 
valuable without it, and no success is honorable wliich 
does not crown it. 

We came here simply asking a recognition of the equal 
rights of our State under the laws and Constitution of our 
common Government; that our right to property should 
be a.ssertetl. and the protection of that property, wlien 
nece.ssary, should be yielded by the Government which 
claims our allegiatice. We had regarded government 
and protection as correlative ideas, and that so long as 
the one was maintained the other still endured. 

After a deliberation of many days, it has been an- 
nounced to us by a controlling majority of Kepre.senta- 
tives of nearly one-half the States of this Union, and that 
ton, in the nio.-tscdeinn and Impressive manner, that our 
demand c;:nnot be met and our rights cannot lie recog- 
nized. While it is granted that the capacity of the 
Federal Government is ample to protect all other pro- 
perty within its jurisdiction, it is claimed to be impotent 
when called upon to act in favor of a species of property 
recognized in fifteen sovtreign States. Within those 
States, even Black Kepublicaiis iidinit it to be guaranteed 
liy the Constitution, and to be only assailed by a Higher . 
Law; without them, they claim the power to prohibit or 
destroy It. Tliecontroling majority of Northern repre- 
sentatives on this floor, while tliey deny all power to 
destroy, equally deny all power to protect'; and this, they 
assure us, is, and must, and shall be the condition of our 
ciibp^jr-ition in the next Presidential election. 

In this diate of alTairs, our duty is plain and obvious. 
The State which sent us here, announced to us her prin- 
cip es. In common with seventeen of her sister States, 
she has asked a recognition of her Constitutional rights. 
These have been plainly and explicitly denied to her. 
We have olTered to yield everything except an abandon- 
ment, of her rights— everything except her honor— and 
it has availed us nothing. 

As the lli'presentatives of Mississippi, knowing her 
wishes— as lionorable men, regarding her commands— we 
withdraw from the Convention, and, as far as our tiction 
is concerned, absolve her from all connection with this 
body, and all responsibility for its iiction. 

To you, sir, as presiding officer of the Convention while 
it has existed in its Integrity, we desire, collectivelv as a 
delegation, and individually as men, to tender the h'igiiost 
assurances of our profound respect and cunsideration. 

Signed : D. C. Glen, Chairman of the Mississipni dele- 
gation; George H. Gordon, .Tames Drone, Beverly 
.Mathews. J. T. Siinnis, .Toseph U. l>a.vi<, \\. S. WiNon, 
Isaac Eiiloe, Charles Kdward lloeker, W. H. H. Tison, 
Kthelbert Barksdale, W. S. liarry, J. M. Thomson. 

Mr. Mathews then announced that a nieetin'^ 
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of all tlio.-t' v.lio t^ympatliized with tliem iu this 
movenuMit would be hchi at S o'clock this even- 
ing, in Sr.. Andrew's ilali. 

The Jlississippi delegation then withdrew from 
the Convention. 

SOUTJI CAROLIXA WITIIDUAAVS. 

The ir-'ii, James Simons, of South Carolina — Mr. Pre- 
sident, I !im directed by the delecation from South Caro- 
lina re.'^peetfully to prwent the foilowinu document. 

To TUB llos. Caleb Ccsiiiso, 

President of the Gharledton Convention: 
We, the undersigned Delegates appointed by the Demo- 
cratic State Convention of Soutli Carolina, beg leave re- 
spectfully to state that, according to the prhicii)les enunci- 
ated in their Platform at Columbia, the power, either of 
the Federal Government or of its agent, the Territo- 
rial Government, to abolish or legislate against property 
ill slaves, by either direct or indirect legislation, is esi)eei- 
ally denied"; and as the I'latforra adopted hy the Conven- 
tion palpably and intentionally prevents any expression 
atlirniing the incapacity of the Territorial Government so 
to legislate, that they would not be acting in pood faith to 
their principles, or in accordance with the wishes of their 
constituents,' to longer remain in this Convention, and 
they hereby respectfully announce their withdrawal there- 
fconi. 

James Simoxs, Titos. V. Simons, 

S. JIcGowAX, Jas. Pattehso.n, 

B. H. WiLSO.v, B. H. Brown, 

K. B. BovLSTo.v, J. A. Mutts, 

Jas. H. WiTiiERSPOQ}.', Joii.v S. I'maToy, 

K. \\\ CUARLES, I'ltANKl.ANI> UaILLABD. 

G. N. Revsolds, Jr. 

The reading of tliis paper was greeted with 

frequent bursts of niost enthusiastic cheering 

on the floor and in tijo galleries. 

I am further instructed to say, that the communication 
is signed by all the delegation but three members. 

The South Carolina delegation then withdrew 
from the Convention amidst loud cheering. 

FLORIPA KETIRES. 

Mr. Milton, of Florida. — .Mr. President: Keprescnting 
the State of Florida, it is with feelings of sailness that I 
present myself before you to bid adieu to the men of 
tiilent and men of high and noble feelings from the North 
and \Vest, who have met us liere upon this occasion. 
But differences liav.e arisen between us which, as honor- 
able men, we cannot aiiju.-t. It has been asked, lime and 
again, why we should invite gentlemen fn in the Nurth- 
west, tiie North and tlie liast, to come iiiid occiipy higher 
ground than we did wlien we stood together and 
triumphed on the Cincinnati Platform? Since that tiiiie, 
gentlemen, according to your own report, a mighty 
power has arisen in your midst, deriving much of its 
strength and support from tlie Democrats of tlie North. 
I allude to the Black Kepublican party — a party which 
pronmlgates to the country that tliey have a higher law, 
a law known only to themselves — I hnpe not known to 
you — but superior to the Constitution. And, gentlemen, 
let me tell you that we came here expecting to be met 
Iiand in liand, and lieart in heart, and to have forme 1 a 
line shoulder to shoulder with you to drive back this 
swelling tide of fanaticism. But, gentlemen, imw have 
we been met by you? lam proud to say that we have 
been met with high-toned generosity l)y Oregon and Cali- 
fornia. (Cheers.) I am proud to say that supporters of 
our chiim for equal rights liave boldly presented liif-m- 
s-iives from the good old State of Penn<ylviinia, (Che>:i-s.) 
While we have entertained great respect for youi- t iK-nt 
and integrity, yet we bid adieu to you of the Nurttuvest 
without so much fevllng of regret, as you have harilene<l 
your hearts and stiffened your necks against the rights of 
the South. (Cheers and laughter.) But, we say to you, 
gentlemen from Oregon and California, and Pennsylvania 
anil otircr States, wlio have come forward with the hand 
of fell"W-hip, that we part from you with feelings of 
heartfelt sorrow. 

Mr. Kuniliill, of Pennsylvania. — And New-Jersey. 

Mr. M:lton. — 1 did not forget New-Jersey, nor could I 
forget .Massachusetts. My remark w;is general. Where- 
ever and whsncifer a gentlemen from the North, the 
Ea-t or the West, has had the manliness to rise up and 
vi.-jdicate our rights, our hearts have been at his ijom- 
tuand. (Cheer.o.) 

W'e thank you, gentlemen, for the courtesies we have 



received aciongst you, and which we have returned ivith 
the kindest feelings of our hearts. We part from you 
without any unkiiid feeling. We respect you as gentle- 
men, but differing, as we do. upon principles vital to our 
most sacred interests, iu the same spirit of Wisdom and 
affection wlilch caused Abraham and Lot to pass on, one 
in one direction and the other in a different one, we bii' 
you a most respectful adieu. (Loud cheers.) One more 
remark, and 1 have done. The delegation from the State 
of riorida has unaiumously passed a resolution tlitit no 
one is authorized, when we shidl retire, to represent 
Florida in this Convention. I confess, in all frankness, 
thiit I deem the resolution wholly uiniecessiiry, bectiuse 
I believe there is too high a sense of honor amongst gen- 
tlemen here from the North, and the Kast, and the West, 
to permit any imm to skulk iu here to represent Florida. 

Mr. Ejipes, of Florida, then read the following protesta- 
tion : 

To THE IIos. Cai.ku Ccsiiiso, 
President of the Democratio ITational Convention : 

The undersigne<l. Democratic delegates from the State 
of Floridii, enter this their solemn protest against the 
action of the Convention in voting down the Platform of 
the majority. 

Florida, with her Southern sisters, !s entitled to a clear 
and unambiguous recognition of her rights in the Terri- 
tories, atid this being refused by the rejection of the 
majority report, we protest against receiving the Cincin- 
nati Platform with the interpretation thttt it favors the 
doctrine of Sqiiattur Sovereignty in the Territorie.« — 
which doctrine, in the name of the people represented by 
us. we repudiate. 

T. J. Eppes B. F. Wardlaw, John Milton, J. B. Owens, 
C. r. Dyke, delegates from Floridii. 

The delegates from Florida, before retiring, have 
unanimou.sly adopted the following Resolution : 

Itesolved, That no person, not a regularly appointed 
delegate, has a right to cast the vote of the State ol 
Florida in this Convention. 

Jou.N MiLTo.N", Chairman of Delegation. 

TEXAS withdraws. 

Mr. Bryan, of Te.xas, who was received with loud cheera, 
said : Mr. President and gentlemen of the Convention— 
Te.vas, through her delegates on this floor, on the land cl 
Calhoun, where " truth, justice and the Constitution" 
was proclaimed to the South, .says to the South — this day 
you stand erect. (Loud cheers.) Whilst we deprecate 
the necessity which calls for our parting with the dele- 
gates from the other States of this Confederacy, yet it is 
tin event that we, personally, have long looked to. Edu- 
cateii in <i Northern College, I there first learned that 
there was a North and a South ; there were two literary 
Societies, one Northern and the other Southern. In the 
Churches, the Methodist Llmrch, the Baptist Church, the 
Presbyterian Church, are North and South. Gentlemen 
of the North and Northwest, God grant that there may 
he but one Democratic party ! It depends upon your 
iiction, when you leave here, whether it shall he so. Give 
not iiiil and comfort to the Black Rep'-hlican hosts ; but 
say to the South, " You are our equals in this Confeilenicy, 
and your lives, your persons and property, equally with 
those of the Northern Sttites, are protected by the Con- 
stitution of the Federal Union." What is it that we, the 
Southern Democrats, are asking you to acknowledge? 
Analyze it and see the meaning ; and it is thi.s — that we 
will not ask quite as much of you as the Black Republi- 
cans, and if you only grant what we ask, we can fight 
them. We blame you not if you really hold these opinions, 
but declare them opetily, and let us septirate, as did 
Abraham and Lot. 1 have been requested to read this 
protest on the part of the <ielegates from Texas, and to 
ask the courtesy of the Convention that it be spread upon 
the minutes of its proceedings. 

IIox. Caleb Ccsiii.vo, 
President of the Democratic Xational Convention : 

The undersigned, delegates from the Stiite of Texas, 
would respectfully protest against the hitc siclion of this 
Convention, in refusing to atlojit the report of the majority 
of the Connnittee on Resolutions, which operates as the 
virtual adoption of principles allirmiiig doctrines in oppo- 
sition to the decision of the Supreme Court in the l}red 
Si!ott case, and in conllict with the Federal Constitution, 
and especially ojiposed to the platform of the Democratic 
party of Te.\as, which declares: 

1st. That the Democratic party of the State of Texas 
reaflirin and concur in the principles contained In the 
platform of the National Democratic Convention, held at 
Cincinnati in June, 1S5(.>, as a true expression of political 
faith and of.'riion, and herewith reassert and set forth the 
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pi'inc'iples tlierein cot.tiiine.J, as embracing the only doc- 
trine wlii'ih can preserve the integrity of the I'nion anil 
the equal rights of the States, " expressly rejecting uuy 
iiiterpretatiou thereof favoring t!ie doctrine Icnown as 
Squatter Sovereignty," and tliat we will continue to ad- 
here to and abide by tlie principles and doctrines of the 
Virginia and Kentucky resolutions of 1793 and 179U and 
Mr. Madison's report relative tliereto. 

2d. That it is the right of every citizen to take his 
property, of any kind, including slaves, into the couiiiion 
territory belonging equally to all ths States of the Con- 
federacy, and'to have it protected there under the Federal 
Constitution. Neither Congress nor a Territorial Legisla- 
ture, nor any human jiower, has any authority, either 
directly or indirectly, to impair these sacred rights ; and 
they liaving been atlirine<l hy the decision of the Supreme 
Court in the Dred Scott case, we declare that it is the 
duty of the Federal Government, the conunon agent of all 
the States, to establish such goveriunent, and enact such 
laws for the Territories, and so cliange the same, from 
time to time, as may be necessary to insure the protection 
end preservation of these rights, and prevent every iu- 
fringemcut of the same. The alUrination of this principle 
of the duly of Congress to simply protect the rights of pro- 
perly, is nowise in conflict with the heretofore established 
and well-organized principles of the Democratic party, 
that Congress does not possess the power to legislate 
Slavery into tlie Territories, or to exclude it therefrom. 

Kecognizing these declarations of principles as instruc- 
tions to us for our government in the National Convention, 
and believing that a repudiation of them by all the 
Northern States, e.\cept the noble States of Oregon and 
California, tlie whole vote cf which is moie than doubtful 
In the ensuing Presidential election, demand fi'om us our 
unqualified disapproval. 

Tlie undersigned do not deem this the place or time to 
discuss the practical illustration that has been given of tlie 
irrepressible conflict between the Northern and Southern 
Stales, that lias prevailed in this Convention for the last 
week. 

It is sufheient to say tliat, if the principlea of the 
Nortliern Democracy are properly represented by the 
opinion and action of the majority of tlie delegates from 
tliat section on this floor, we do not hesitate to declare 
that their principles are not only not ours, but, if adhered 
to and enforced by them, will destroy this Union, 

In consideration of the foregoing facts, we cannot 
remain in the Convention. We conse(iuently respectfully 
withdraw, leaving no one authorized to cast tlie vote of the 
State of Texas. 

Guy M. Dryan, Chiiirnian ; P. R. Lubbock, F. S. Stock- 
dale, K. Greer, H. K. liunnells, W in. it. Ochiltree, U. W. 
Covey, Win. II. I'arsons, It. AVard, J. F. Crosby. 

ARKANSAS RETIUHS. 

Mr. BuiTon', of Arkansas, read the following 
protest. 

IIOS. CALF.n ClTSniNO, 

PreHident of Gharlesfoii Contention: 

The undersigned, delegates accredited by the Demo- 
cracy of Arkansas to represent said Democracy in the 
Convention of the Democracy of the United States, assem- 
bled on the 33d April, ISCt), beg leave to suliinit the follow- 
ing protest, against certain actions of this Convention, 
and statement of the causes whicli, in tlieir opinion, require 
tliein to retire from this Convention : 

1st. The Convention of the Democracy of the State of 
Arkansas, convened at Little Itock on the 2d day of April, 
ISOO, passed among other things, the followhig resolutions, 
viz. ; 

1st. ResoU'ol, We the Di'mnenoT of Arkansas, through our 
rcpreseutallves In Convention .assembli'ii, proclahn our confi- 
dence in Ihfi virlUK ami inti'Ili!;enci! of the people, and un- 
abated filth In the prhiclpli's of the Democr.iey. 

at. We re-allinn the pnlilinai iirlneiples eniinriatpd in tho 
Ointinnatl platform by the DiMnneraey of the United Siaii-s 
in .luiie, JSVi, ami assei t as illustrative thereof, that neiihrr 
Consress nor a Territorial i,ei;islatnrp, whether liy dirrct 
legislation or hy legislation of an hullreet and unfricn'i'ly char- 
actBP, possesses the power to annul or impair tlie eoiislil'ulional 
rights of any citizen of the United Stales to t.ike liis flave pro- 
perty into the common Territories, and there liold and enjoy 
tlie same, and thai if expcrienen MiouM .it any time prove the 
ju liciary and executive power do not possess the nn'ans to in- 
sure prolfelion to eonslitulional rights in a Territory— and if 
the Territorial (lOvernmeiit shoiili fail or refuse to provldi- 
the necessary remn lies for thai purpose, it will be the duly of 
Con^re.ss to supply llie d.'Qi'iiMK'y. 

at. That the repr.'senUitives of the Pemorraey of Arkansis 
in the »!liarleslon (lonveniion be inalrueled to iiisisl upon ilie 
recognition by said Convention of the purpose hereiiiljefore 
declared, prior to ballotin"! fop any eandldate for the I'resi- 
doncy ; and If said Convention refuse to recounize tlie richts 
uf the Botith iu tho Territories of the United fitatcs, tlic repre- 



sentatives of tho Democracy of Arkansas he instructed to 
retire from siiiil Convention, and refuse to aid in the Belectloa 
of any candld:Ue whomsoever by said Convention. 

4\h. '1 hat ilie unity of the Demosratie party and the safety 
of till! .SouiJi demands ihe adoption of the two-ililrds rule by 
tlie Cliarfesion Convenlloii of tiie Democracy of Ills United 
.Si.ates, and tliat our dcdegates to said Convention be required 
to insist upon and mainuiln the adoption thereof as an iudis- 
pcMsalile necessity. 

In accordance witii the instructions contained In resolu- 
tion 8d above, one of the undersigned had the honor, on 
the second day of the session of this Convention, to offer 
to the consideration of thid Convention tlie following reso- 
lution, viii. : 

" Jiciotred, That the Convention will not proceed to nomi- 
nate a canilirtaie for the Presllency until iJie riatform shall 
liave lieen inaiie " — 

Which said resolution was passed by the Convention with 
great unanimity. Subsequently, the Committee on Keso- 
iutions and Platform, appointed by tlie Convention, in ac- 
cordiince with the usages and customs of the Democratic 
party of the United States, agreed upon and reported to 
tliis Convention a platform of principles, recognizing tlie 
principle contained in the resolutions of the Democracy of 
Arkansas, above recited, and fully asserting the equal 
rights of the Southern States in the common Territories of 
tlie United States, and the duty of the Federal Govern- 
ment to protect those rights when necessary, according to 
the usages and customs of the Democracy of tlie United 
States, as developed by tlie pnictice of said Democracy as- 
sembled in Convention on former occasions, and in strict 
accordance, as is believed by the undersigned, witli the 
compact and agreement made by and between the 
Deinocrijjts of the several Stiites, uiion which the Con- 
ventions of the Democracy of tiie United States were 
agreed first to be founded, and assented to by the 
several Soutliern States. The report and determination 
of the Committee on Platform became and was hencefor- 
ward the pliitform of the Democracy of the United 
States, and this Convention had no duty to perform in re- 
lation thereto but to receive, confirm and publisli the 
same, and cause it to be carried into elTect wherever iu 
the respective States the Democracy were able to enforce 
their decrees at the ballot box. 

The undersigned are confirmed in this opinion by 
reference not only to the liistory of the ])ast, wliich 
shows that in ail instances tlie sovereignty of the States, 
and not the electoral votes of the Stiites, has uniformly 
been represented in tlie Committee on Platforms, tind 
that the report of tlie Committee has invariably been 
registered as tlie supreme law of the Democratic par'y hy 
unanimous consent of the entire Convention, without 
changing or in any mtinner altering any part or portion 
thereof. It is asserted, as a part of our traditional policy, 
and confidently believed, that the Democracy of tho 
United States, by a peculiiir system of cliecks and 
balances, formed after the fashion of the Feder.il Govern- 
ment, were contnicted and ln^und themselves to fully 
recognize tlio sovereignty of the States in making the 
platform, and the population or masses of the States in 
naming the candidate to be placed on the platform. That 
many States have been uniformly allowed to vote the full 
strength of their electoral college in tliese Conventions 
when it was well known that stiid States never heretofore, 
and probably would never liereafter give a single clec- 
toriil vote at the polls to tlie candidate which they had so 
large a share in nominating, cannot be accounted f')r on 
any other principle than that it was intended only as a 
recognition of tlie sovereignty and equality of said States. 

Would it be right at this time for tlie numerical majo- 
rity to deprive all the Ulaek Itepublican States repre- 
sented on this floor of their representation, wliich by 
custom they have so long enjoyed, simply because it is 
now evident tliat they are or will be unable to vote the 
Democratic ticket in the next Presideniial election? 

liy common consent we say that a reckless numerical 
majority should not be thus allowed to tread under foot 
the vested rights of tliose States and well established 
usages and customs of the party. 

If thus it be wrong for the numerical majority to 
deprive tlie Black Itepublican States of this long vested 
right, how much more unjust is it for the numerical 
majority to deprive (ill the States of their vested right 
to make and declare the platform in the usual and 
customary manner ? and wlien we call to mind that the 
numerical majority resides cliiefly in the Black Kepubli- 
oan States, to whom the South has uniformly accorded 
so large a privilege, in naming candidates who were 
alone to be elected by Southern votes, we have much 
reason to believe that he to whom you gave an inch 
seems emboldened thei'eby to demand an ell. 

The undersigned beg leave to sttite that many patriotic 
States' Itight Democrats in the South, have long con- 
tended that there Conventions of the Democracy, repre- 
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aenting in fact the whole consolidated strength of the 
Union, acting through party sympathy upon the indivi- 
dual members of society, would ultimate in a despotic, 
colossal centralism, possessed of power to override and 
destroy at its will and pleasure tlie constitutions and 
reserved rights of any and all the States. The South, 
however, has heretofore felt safe because of the checks 
and balances imposed upon the machinery of tlie Con- 
ventions. The South felt that where she retained an 
e.iual power to write the creed of faith, she could trust 
her Northern sisters, with their immense populations, to 
name the candidate; and all would alike support the 
creed and the candidate. 

The undersigned, Weil knowing the hostility of the 
Northern masses toward the "peculiar institutions" of 
the South, and calling to mind the relative numbers of 
tlie Northern and 'jDutliern States, assert with confidence 
that no Southern State in the Union would ever have 
consented to surrender, so abjectly and hopelessly, all 
their fortunes to the numerical majority who have just 
now voted to set aside the Platform, unless upon the full 
assurance that the States were entitled by agreement to 
JiKike and establish the creed of faith and prescribe the 
rule of action. This violation of plighted faith on the 
part of the numerical majority— this violation of the well 
e^tablished usage and custom of the party— drive us to the 
conclusion that we cannot longer safely trust the fortunes 
of Slaveholding States to the chances of the numerical 
majority in a Convention, where all the Black Kepubli- 
cans of the Union, the immense populations of .Massa- 
chusetts, New-York, Pennsylvania and Ohio, and other 
Northern States, arc fully represented, on the one side, 
against the small populations from the slave States on 
the other. Had these populations adhered strictly to 
the usages and customs of the party, longer association 
might have been practicable ; but annihilation is staring 
us in the face, and we are admonished of our duty to 
p.tand upon our reserved rights. 

We declare, therefore, that we believe our mission to 
this Convention at an end : 

1st. Because the nimierical majority have usurped the 
prerogatives of the States in setting aside the I'latform 
made by the States, and have thus unsettled the basis of 
this Convention, and thereby permanently disorganized 
its constitution. Its decrees, therefore, hecoine null and 
void. 

2d. Because we were positively instructed hy the 
Democracy of Arkansas to insist on the recognition of 
the equal rights of the South in the cotnmon Territories, 
and protection to those rights by the Federal Oov- 
ernment, prior to any nomination of a candidate ; and 
as this Convention has refused to recognize the prin- 
ciple required by the State of Arkansas, in her popular 
Convention first, and twice subsequently re-asserted by 
Arkansas, together with all her Southern sisters, in the re- 
port of a Platform to this Convention ; and as we cannot 
serve two masters, we are determined first to serve tlie 
Lord our God. We cannot ballot for any candidate 
whatsoever. 

.8d. In retiring, we deny to any person, or persons, 
any right whatever to cast hereafter, in this Convention, 
either our vote or the vote of Arkansas on any proposi- 
tion which may, or can, possibly come up for considera- 
tion. The Delegates of Arkansas cannot take any part 
in placing a sound candidate on an unsound platform, 
because it would disgrace any sound Southern man who 
would consent to stand on such a platform ; and, as a 
Squatter Sovereignty I'latform has been adoi)te(l, we 
believe good faith and honor requires that the Chief of 
Squatter Sovereignty shouid bo placed on it. We wi.-h 
no part or lot in such misfortune, nor do ive believe that 
we can safely linger under the shade of the upas tree, 
this day planted certainly. 

P. JoiiBAN, 

B. Bfimiiw, 

V.kN U. M.\.NSING. 

Mr. Burrow stated, after rcadinf^ tlio paper, 
that the gentlemen who had .si^nutl reprc-.sciited 
both win^s of the State — all it.s public men, it.s 
hope.^, it character, and its fortunes. 

Mr. .Tohnson, of Arkansas, as Chairman of the Arkansas 
delegation, df8ire<l to say a single word to go along witli 
the paper which had been read. It was his desire that that 
portion of the Arkansas delegation who had concluded to 
leave the Convention should have paused until the delega- 
tion couhl have had a consultation. Why did he hesitate? 
It was because he conceived that the stability of the Union 
If-^elf was involved in the action taken here by the 
Southern representatives. 

Me had been taught from childhood to believe that if 
the Union was to be preserved at all, It was to be preserved 



by the Democratic party as a unit, (Cheers.) lie wished 
to consult with other Southern men as to the best course 
to be pursued— (cheers)-— reserving to himself the right to 
decide the question, which he would do in a few hours. 
His heart and ail the feelings of his nature were With those 
Southern men who had seen proper to leave the Conven- 
tion ; but, at the same time, he hesitated between his per- 
sonal feelings and his duty to his own people. If he could 
get a good sound Southern man for President, he would be 
willing to take him on this platform, (Cheers.) 

The Georgia delegation asked leavq to retire 
for con.snltaiion. which wa.s granted. 

Me.<!.srs. Bajard and Wliiteiey, two of the six 
delegates i'roin Delaw.-ire, retired iVoin the Con- 
vention and joined the secedei\s, 

Mr. Saulsbnry, (U. S. Senator,) of Delaware, 
stated hi-i reason for not retiring with his col- 
leagues, and the Convention iidjoumed. 

On Tuesday, May 1st, the President stated 
the regular order of business to be the motions 
to reconsider, and the motions to lay the no- 
tions to reconsider on the table, by which the 
various resolutions constituting the riatforni 
were adopted. Pending the determination of 
these questions, yesterday evening, the chair- 
man of several of the delegations ro.'e to ques- 
tions of privilege, under which their delogaiioiiB 
retired from tlie hail. When the Convention 
adjourned the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. 
Merrick) was upon the door, 

GKOUGIA UKTIRKS. 

Mr. Benning of Georgia. — Mr. President : On yesterday 
afternoon ihe .;elegation from Georgia oljtained the leave 
of the Convention to retire for the i)urpose of consulting 
as to the course they would pursue in consequence of the 
action taken by the Convention in the i)revious part of 
the day. Tliey retired, and they have since been engaged 
in consultation. They have considered the questions in- 
volved, with as much maturity and care as tliey could be- 
stow upon them, and they have come to a conclasion as to 
the course tliey ought to pursue. That conclusion is con- 
tained in two resolutions which I hold in uiy hand, and 
which I will now read to the Convention. 

Utimhed, That, upon the openinc of the Convention thlfi 
moraine, our Cli;iirmaii he requesli'il to slale to the Preslilciil 
iliiit the (Jeorgia uelefjation, at'[or m.iture dclllieration, have 
fell it be ihi'lr duly, umler existing cireiiiiistniices, not to pnr- 
tielpiite furtlier In the (lelilier.atioiis of the Convention, and 
that, ilierelore, th(! deli-satioii wiilidraw. 

Un-iihrd, That Jill who aecniiesee in the foregoing rcsoluHcn 
siijii the same, and reiiuesi ilie Convention to enter it on their 
records. 

(.^Iqned,) 

Jf.VIUS WlNGFIKLP, llENRV I,. BEN.VI.Vfi, 

llE.SKY K. JaCKSO.V, V. TitACY, 

.1. .M. (y'LAIiK, Jeffkiiso.v N. T.AMAR, 

Wsi. M. Si-AUcnTEK, KiJMO.Nn J. McGedeu, 

•John A. Joses, «iKo. 1Iiu,ver, 

Davio (/". Haukow, Mahk Johnston, 

Jas. .f. Dia.mas. KiiWAim K, IlAunEN, 

A. Fha.nkli.n llit.i, JoiLN H. I.fm'Ki.s, 

Kd, I,. S^TUOHECKEl!, <■'. G. KaII!, 

«). C. (iiBso.v, .Iambs Ho«e, 

IlK.Nity i). TnoMAS, W. J. JOU.NSO.V. 

The iindersi!,'ne(I, deleg.ites from (Jeor«ia, havhi? voted in 
Iho inoeili)" oi iho delogalioii .igainst wiihilrawiiig from tho 
('iinveiilhm, yet, believe, under tlie iiisiruelions eonlaiiK"! In 
the resoliiiloii of the (iennna (.'oiivifntion, that the vote of the 
miijorliy sliuuM .-nntrol our nioiion, ami we therefore with 
draw Willi the iiiajorhy. 

■I. T. IllVIN, JfLiA?. TlAliTIilCGE, 

W. H. Iku,, I.. II. Dl.'IaCoE. 

This paper is signed by twcnty.slx out of the thirty-three 
or thirty -four delegiites in that Convention from the State 
of Georgia. 

I have now, ?Ir. President, discharged the duty wlJch 
has been intrusted to lue by my deh'gatlon. 

The majority of the Georgia delegation then retired 
from the hall. 

.Mr. .Fohnson, of Arkansas. — I do not desire to detain 
this Convention for a moment. On yesterda.v evening I • 
stated to tlie Convention that I sliould come here this 
morning aii<l tell them what was my conclusion, and what 
was the conclusion of the portion of the delegation from 
the State of Arkjinsas wliieh then thought proper to re- 
main in the Convention. We are now reiidy to take that 
step which our judgment dietafes to be right. In acco""''. 
ance with our duty here, we wanted tune to pause and 
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consider caltiily with our sister Southern States, in rela- 
tion to tlie proper courae to be pursued. We iiave calmly 
and with deliberation considered the matter, and we be- 
lieve it to be an imperative duty which we owe to the 
South, and we are ready to take our course. 

Now, sir, I desire to appeal to Virginia, the mother of 
States, ami the mother of Democracy, and to ask them 
whether the principle contained in the miyority report of 
tliis Conventioti, signed by seventeen States, ia riglit or is 
wrong ? Did you indorse it, or did you not ? 

Mr. Smith, of Wisconsin, raised the (luestion of order, 
. that the gentleman had no right to make bectioual appeals 
in this Convention. 

Mr. .lolmson. — I desire to do no such thing. I do not 
understand tlie principles of the majority report to be 
sectional. 1 understand them to be national. But, Mr. 
I'resident, I otdy desire, in behalf of a portion of the dele- 
gates, to say tliat we came here with a view to stand by 
the principles of our people and of the Union, and when 
we have found the Convention acting in violation of those 
principles, we feel ourselves compelled to retire from the 
Hall. I will only remark in conclusion, that the Vice-Pre- 
sident from my Statu has been charged witli presenting 
a jtrotest on the part of a portion of our declaration. 

Mr. 'I'erry, of Arkansas, then read the following paper 
to the Convention : 

To the Hos. Calhh Cusiiikg, President: 

The under.'iigned, Delegates from Arkansas, ask permis- 
sion to make the following statement : AVe have, thus far, 
abstained from takir.g any active part in the measures 
which were consunnnated on yesterday, in this Conven- 
tion, by the withdrawal, in wliole or in part, of several 
Southern St. te.i. AVe have counseled our Southern friends 
to patience and forbearance; and, while we were con- 
scious of eausLS sullieient to inducf; them to this step, yet 
we still hoped some more auspicious event would transpire 
that would avert its necessity. Nothing has occurred to 
palliate these causes. Hence we cannot hesitate in our 
course, and therefore ask permission to withdraw and sur- 
render to our State the high trust reposed in ns. To you, 
sir, who have witli so much ability presided over our 
deliberations, and meted out justice with an even Iiand, we 
part with sorrow, llojjing that the cloud which now hangs 
over our beloved country may lie dispelled, and her coun- 
sels directed by some statesman like yourself — able, honest, 
just and true. 

FuANX'is Tkrrv, Vice-President. 
J. P. Joii.NsoN, Ch'n of Delegation. 
F. \V. lloAULEV, Secretary. 
CiiARLKSTON', May Ut, ISGO. 

The T<Miiicssef Dolcgation asked and obtained 
leave to retire for eoiisultatioii. 

The [)ele<ratioii from Virginia, tind portions 
of the Deh'^ratiotis I'roni Keiiiiicl<y, North Caro- 
lina and Miirylanij, had leave to retire lor con- 
sultalion. 

Mr. Flournoy, of Arkansas. — May I be indulged in one 
remark? My voice is "Never give np the ship"— (iip 
plause) — though ihe fearful storm rages around ns— 
though she may have lor^t some spars an<l masts — though 
she may have some er.icked ribs. Sir, for myself, I will 
he one of that gallant crew who, though the storm rages, 
though tlie spars and masts are gone, though ribs be broken 
— I will, until the noble vessel lie swallowed u)) by the de 
vouring waves, coofiiiue to unite with tlieni in the reile 
rated cry of " hive, live the Kepublie I" (Croat a]iplanse.) 

Mr. Presiilent, I am a Soutliern man. Yes, sir, I have 
been reared amiilst the institution. All I have is the pro- 
duct of slave labor. I believe the institution a jiatriarchal 
one, anil benciicial alike to master aiici slave. The bread 
which supports my own wife ;inil tender babe is the pro- 
duct of slave liibo!-. I trust, then, that, like Ciesar's wife, 
1 am "above suspicion." 

i,()insiAN\ wniimiAws. 
To TUB llo.v. Calkh Ci siknh, 

I'remUnt of the iJeninfnitit; Oiiireniton. : 

Sir: The undersigned delegates from the State of 
Louisiana, in .vithdrawing from the Convention, beg leave 
to make the following statement of fads : 

On the r)th day of Mareh. ]s(iO, the Democracy of 
Louisiana assembled in State Convention at liaton liouge, 
and unanimously adopted the following declaration of 
their principles : 

Hrmlml. Tli;il th" Tcrri;nrh>H of the t'lihed Pt.itcs helonq to 
llie s:'vi'ral Sialrs Mirlr commim |ir<ipi'rty, aii.l i,ot lo iinli- 
vi luiil cl izi'iis Ihon-of. tint lliiM''ivli'r.il ("rmsiiiuiion ri'rrc^'nlzi'S 
proiicrty in sliiviis ; nrul as snrli. Ilie owner ilien-of is emiiliMi lo 
Cirry his si ivc s Into any Ti-rritory in tlie Cniieil Slati-s ; lohold 
them there aa property; ami In case (he peoplu of th» Terri- 



tories, by Inaction, unfriendly legislation or otherwise, should 
endanger the tenure of such property, or discriminate against 
it by withholding that protection given to other species of pro- 
perty in the Territories, it fa the duty of the General Govern- 
ment to interpose, by the active exertion of its couslituUonaJ 
power, to secure the rights of the slaveholder. 

The principles enunciated in the foregoing resolution 
are guaranteed to us by the Constitution of the Uo.'ted 
States, and tlieir unequivocal recognition by the Perao-- 
cracy of the Union we regard as essential, not only to the 
integrity of the party, but to the safety of the States whose 
interests are directly involved. They have been embodied 
in both of the series of resolutions presented to the Con- 
vention by a majority of the States of the Union, andhave 
been rejected by a numerical vote of the delegates. 

The Convention lias, by tliis vote, refused to recognize 
the fundamental principles of the Democracy of the State 
we have the honor to represent, and we feel constrained, 
in obedience to a high sense of duty, to witlidraw from 
its deliberations, and unanimously to enter our solemn 
protest against its action. 

We ask tliat the communication may be spread upon 
the minutes of the Convention, and beg leave lo express 
our appreciation of , the justice and dignity which have 
characterized your action as its presiding officer. 
[Signed,] 

A. MoiiTos, E. Lawrence, 

Joiis Tablbtok, a. Taluot, 

UiCHARD Taylor, B. W. Pearce, 

Emile Lasi'RK, U. a. Udsteb, 

F. n. Hatch, . D. D. Withers. 

The undersigned, in explanation of their position, beg 
leave to annex the following statement, viz. : 

Whilst we took the same view with our colleagues, that 
the platform of principles, as adopted by this Convention, 
was not what was expected by Louisiana, and desired by 
ourselves, as sufficient to guard the rights of that State, 
and of the whole South, under the Constitution, are now 
unwilling precipitately to retire from the Convention, 
until all hope of accommodation shall have been ex- 
hausted, and until the last moment had arrived, at 
which, in justice to our own honor, and the interest and 
dignity of our own State,we would be forced to retire. We, 
therefore, were opposed to tlie retirement of tlie delega- 
tion at the time it was made ; but believing that the 
other members of the delegation were actuated by the 
same high motives which governed our own opinions, and 
desiring our State to present a firm, undivided front, we 
being in tlie minority of the delegation, were willing to 
yield, and did yield, our opinions to the judgment of the 
majority. 

J. A. McHATToy, 
CuARLEs Jones, 

Charlcstox. S. C„ May 1, 1S60. 

A VOICE FROM GEORGIA. 

Mr. Gatdden, of Georgia, addressed the Con- 
vention, giving bis re.isons for not retiring with 
his colleagues, as follows : 

Mr. President, and Fkllow Democr.vts : As I stated to 
you a few moments ago, I have been confined to my 
room by severe indisposition, but, learning of the com- 
motion and the intense excitement which were existing 
upon tlie ([uestions before this body, I felt it to be my 
duty, feeiile as I was. to drag myself out to the meeting 
of my delegation, and when there I was surpiised to 
find a large majority of that delegation voting to secede 
at once from this body. I disagree with those gentle- 
men. I regret to disagree with my brethren fiOin the 
South upon any of the great questions which inte.-est 
our con;mon countr.v. I am a Southern States' Itiglits 
man ; I am an African Slave-trader. I am one of 
those Southern men who believe that Slavery is riplit, 
morally, religiously, socially, and politically. lAiipIause ) 
I believe that the' institution of Slavery has done more 
for this country, more for civilization, than all other 
interests put together. I believe if it were in the power 
of this country to strike down the institution of Slavery, 
it would put civilization back 2U0 years. Holding, then, 
this po.sition, that Slavery is right in the point of view I 
have stated, I would demand of the General Govern- 
ment our whole rights in this regard. I believe that the 
General Government by the Constitution never had any 
right to legislate upon this subject. I believe that our 
i Government was a confederation of States for certa.n 
i specified objects with limited powers ; that the domestic 
j relations of eaclt State are to be and should be left to 
1 themselves ; that this eternal Slavery question hiisi been 
the bone of contention betv.-een the North and South, 
which if kept in the halls of Congress must break up this 
Government. I am one of tliose who believe in non- 
intervention, either in the States or the Territories. 
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(Applause.) I nm not in favor of breaking up this Gov- 
triiment upon an impiacticable issue, upon a mere 
Itieory. 1 believe that tliis doctrine of protection to 
Slavery in tlie Territories is a mere tlieory, a mere ab- 
st.actiMh. (Appiauso.) Practicaliy, it can be of no con- 
sequence lo tilt- ^oulll, for tlie reason tliat tlie infant has 
been strangled before it was born. (Laughter.) You 
have cut oir the supply of Slaves ; you have crippled the 
institution of tfiaveiy in the States by your unjust laws, 
and it is me. e folly and madness now to ask for protec- 
tion for a nonentity, for a tiling which is not there. M'e 
have no slaves to carry to these Territories. We can 
never nialce another Slave State with our present supply 
of slaves. But if we could, it would not be wise, for the 
reason, that if you make another Slave State from our 
new Territories with the present supply of slaves, vou 
will be obliged to give up another State, either Maryla"nd, 
Delaware, or Virginia, to Free Soil upon the North. 
Now, I would deal with this question, fellow-Democrats, 
as a practical one. When I can see no possible practical 
good to result to the country from demanding legislation 
upon this tlieory, I am not prepared to disintegrate and 
dismember the great Democratic party of this Union. I 
believe that the hopes of tliis country depend upon the 
niaintenance of the great Democratic party North. It 
is no trouble for a man to be a saint in Ueaven. 

" Wlien tliD devil was sick. 

The devil a monk would be : 
The <Iev|l (jot well. 
But dtivil a monk was he." (Great laughter.) 

We, the Democracy of the South, are mere carpet- 
knights. It is no trouble for us to be Democrats. (Ap- 
plause and laughter.) When I look to the Northern 
Democrats, I see them standing up there and breasting 
the tide of fanaticism, oppression, wrong, and slander, 
with which they have to contend. I view in these men 
types of the old ancient Komans ; I view in them all that 
is patriotic and noble; and, for one, I am not willing to 
cut loose from them. (Great cheering.) I say, then, 
that I will hold on to my Democratic friends of the 
North to the last day of tlie week— late in tlie evening. 
(Great laughter.) I am not willing to present io them a 
half Lssue of this sort. I am not willing to disintegrate, 
dismember, and turn them over to the ruthless hands of 
the thieving Black Kcpublicans of tiie North. I would 
ask my friends of the South to come up in a proper 
spirit, ask our Northern friends to give us all our rights, 
and take olT the ruthless restrictions which cut off the 
supply of slaves from foreign lands. As a matter of 
right and justice to the South, I would ask the Democracy 
of the North to grant us this thing, and I believe they 
have the patriotism and honesty to do it, because it is 
right in itself. I tell you, fellow-Deniocrat.s, that tlie 
African Slave-trader is the true Union man. (Cheers and 
laughter.) I tell you that the Slave-trading of Viipini;t 
is more immoral, more unchristian in every possible 
point of view, than that African Slave-trade whicli goes 
to Africa and brings a heathen and worthless man here, 
makes him a u.'ieful man, Christianizes him, and sends 
him and his pof.terity down the stream of lime to join in 
the blessings of civilization. (Cheers and laughter.) 
Now, fellow-Democrats, so far as any public expression 
of the State of Virginia— the great Slave-lrading .State 
of Virgini.1— has been given, they are all opposed to tlie 
African Slavet-rade. 

Dr. Keed of Indiana. — I am from Indiana, and I am in 
favor of it. 

Mr. Gaulden— Now, gentlemen, wo are told, upon 
hiah authority, that there is a certain clas.*! of men wlio 
strain at a gnat and swallow a camel. Now, Virginia, 
which authorizes the buying of Christian men, separat- 
inp them from their wives and children, from ail tlie re- 
lations r.nd jLssnciations amid wiiom they have lived for 
years, rolls up her eyes in holy horror when I would go to 
Africa, buy a savage, and introduce him to the blessings 
of civilization and Christianity. (Cheers and langliter.) 

Mr. Itynders of N. Y. — ■Vou can get one or two re- 
cruits from New- York to join with you. 

The President.— The time of the gentleman has ef- 
plred. (Cries of " Go on ! Go on I"*) 

The President— stated that if it was the unanimous 
wish of the Convention, the gentleman couhl proceed. 

Mr. Gaulden.— Now, Kellow-Democrats, the slave- 
Srade in Virginia fornig a mighty and powerful rea.son 
for its opposition to the African slave-trade, and in this 
remark I do not Intend any disre-'ipect to my friends 
from Virginia. Virginia, the Mother of States ai-. 1 of 
itatcsmen, the .Mother of President.^, I apprehend may 
en- as well as olher ninrtali. I am af!'ai<l that her error 
In this regard lies in the promptings of the almighty dol- 
lar. It has beim my fortune to go into that noble old 
Stale to buy a few darkies, a:id I have had to pav from I 
♦1,000 lo $2,0011 a head, when I could go to Africa and ' 



buy better negroes for $50 apiece. (Great laughter.) 
Now, unquestionably, it is to the interest of Virginia to 
break down the African slave-trade when she can sell 
her negroes at $2,000. She knows that the African slave- 
trade would break up her monopoly, and hence her ob- 
jection to it. If any of you Nortliern Democrats— for I 
have more faith in you than I have in the Carpet-Knight 
Democracy of the South— will go home witli me to my 
plantation in Georgia, but a little way from here, 1 will 
show you some darkies that 1 bought in Maryland, some 
that I bouglit in Virginia, some in Delaware, some in 
Florida, some in North Carolina, and I will also show 
you the pure African, the noblest Uonian of them all. 
(Great laughter.) Now, Feliow-Democrals, niy feeble 
health and failing voice, admonish me to bring the few 
remarks I have to make to a close. (Cries of " Go on, 
go on.") I am only sorry that I am not in a better con 
dition than 1 am to vindicate before you to-day the 
Words of truth, of honesty, and of right, and to show 
you the gross inconsistenciea of the South in this regard. 
I came from the First Congressional District of the State 
of Georgia. I represent tlie African Slave-trade inter- 
ests of that section. (Applause.) I am proud of the 
position I occu]>y in tliat respect. I believe that the 
African slave-trader is a true missionary, and a true 
Christian (applause), and I have pleaded with my dele- 
gation from (Jeorgia to put this issue squarely to the 
Northern Democracy, and say "to them. Are you pre- 
pared to go back to flrst principles, and take otf your 
unconstitutional restrictions, and leave this question to 
he settled by each State? Now do this, fellow-citizens, 
and you will have peace in the country. But so long as 
your Federal Legislature take.' jurisdiction of this ques- 
tion, so long will there be war, so long will there be ill- 
blood, 80 long will there be strife, until this glorious 
Union of ours shall be disrupted and go out in blood 
and night forever. 1 advocate the repeal of the laws 
prohibiting the Afiican Slave-trade, because I believe it 
to be the true Union movement. I do not believe that 
sections whose interests are so dilfcrent as the Southern 
and Northern States can ever stand the shocks of fanati- 
cism, unless they be ccpially balanced. 1 believe by re- 
opening this trade, and giving us negroes to populate the 
Territories, that the e(iudihriuiii of the two sections will 
be maintained. But if the South lies supinely by, and 
allows the people of the North to jieople all the Terri- 
tories, until we come to be a hopeless fraction in the 
Government, then that gallant band of Democrats North 
may in vain attein]>t to stay the torrent tliat will roll • 
down upon us. It will not be in your power to do it. It 
sliould be the object oj the Soutli now to say to the North ; 
Let us have all our rights in this matter ; let us take off 
these restrictions against the African Slave-trade, and 
leave it to each State to settle for itself. Then we woul.} 
want no protection, and then I would be willing to let 
you have as much Scpiatter Sovereignty as you wish. 
Give us an equal chance, and I tell you the institution 
of Slavery will take care of itself. We will gi"e you alj 
the Squatter Sovereignty that the North can desire, Mr. 
Douglas, or anybody else, if you will take oil' the uncon- 
stitutional restrictions on the Slave-trade and let the 
negroes conie. Then, gentlemen, we should proceed 
harnioniousiy, go on to prosper and prospering, until 
tlie last trump of God should sound ; unlit time w:ts 
merged in tlie ocean of eternity. (Applause.) I say, 
Fcllow-Democrats, that I remained here because 1 have 
great faith in the Northern Democracy. If I am forced 
to part with you, it will be with a bleeding heart. I 
know not e.\actly what position 1 occupy here (laugli- 
tur), for the majority of my delegation liave voted to 
secede. We came here instructed to vote as a unit. 
Whether the minority are bound to go out with the 
majority is a question which I have not yet full.v deter- 
mined in my own rriind, but at any rate, I told them this 
morning, and I tell them now, I will not go out yet ; I 
intend to stay here; I intend to hold on to the great 
Democratic Party of the Union so long as I can consist- 
ently with honor and propriety, for I believe that if we 
break up in a row here, and the Democratic Party of 
the country is destroyed, tUU Union falls tis certainly iia 
the sun rises and sets. I warn .vou, seceders, if your 
action here to-day should have the effect of dismember- 
ing and destroying the great Democr.'itic I'iirty of the 
North, that you destroy this (iovernmcnt beyond all 
question (applause) ; and the Union falls, and falls for- 
ever ! Now, I am not a disunionist. I luvc this Union 
for the memories of tlie past and for the hopes of the 
future. (Applause.) The blood of niy ancestors was 
poured out around this city and thrnughnut the South to 
rear aloft the proud banner of our glorious Union. I, as 
an humble di'.ucendant of tlicirs, feel btuind to maintain 
this Union anil the Constitution so long, and no longer 
than I can do it honoralii.v and justly to myself and my 
country. But I ilo not yet despair of the It'cpublic. En- 
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lertaininf?. as I do, such profound respect, nay, almost 
veneration for tlie justice of the Democracy of the 
North, I will yet stand by you for a time. I will do all 
that ill me lies to heal these differences. I trust that the 
result of our deliberations will be the nomination of 
Buch a man as will give peace to tlie country and suc- 
cess to tlie great Democratic National Party of the 
Union. (Ureat applause.) 

The Convention having decided to proceed to 
ballot for President, at 4 p.m., Win. Howard, 
of Tennessee, moved that two-thirds (202) of a 
full Convention (303) be required to nominate, 
which, after much discussion and confusion, was 
tiiiopted — l-l-l to 112 — as follows: 

Ykas ;-M!iine, 3 ; Massachusetts, 81 ; Connecticut, 2}; 
New-York, yS ; New-.Iersey.SJ; Pennsylvania, 174 ; Dela- 
wiiR", 2 i Maryland, C ; Virginia, 16 ; N'orlli Carolina. 10 ; 
Soutli Carolina, 1; Misbouri, 4i; Tennessee, 11 ; Keii- 
lucliy, 11 ; Mliinesnta, li; California. 4; Oretton, .3—141. 

Nays :— Maine, 5 ; New-IIanipsliire, 5 ; Vermont, 5 ; 
Massacliuseits, 4i; Kliode Island, 4; Connecticut, SJ; 
New-Jersey, li ; Pennsylvania, 9i ; Maryland, 2 ; Ar- 
kansas,!; Missouri, 4i; Tenne>see, 1; Kentucky,!; 
Oliio, 2:i; Indiana, 1.3; Illinois, 11; Micliigan, C; Wis- 
consin. 6 ; lowii, 4 ; Minnesota, 24—112. 

Candidates were put in nomination, and the 
Convention proceeded to ballot, as follows : 
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On the 3d of May, and the lO^h day of the 
session, Mr. Russell, of Virginia, offered the 
following : 

Resolved, Th^it when this Convention adjourns to-day, 
it adjourn to re-assenible at Baltimore, Mil., on Monday, 
the 13th day of June, and that it be respectfully recom- 
mended to the Democratic party of tlie several States to 
make provision for supplying all vacancies in tlieir re- 
spective delegations to this Convention wlien it shall re- 
assemble. (Applause.) 

After the failure of attempts to change the 
place of meeting to New-Yoik, Philadelphia, 
etc., and also to change the time to a later pe- 
riod, the resolve was adopted — 19,5 to 55 — as 
follows : 

, Yeas :— Maine, 5; New-IIampshire, 5; Vermont, 5; 
MassHcImsetts, 10; Khode Island, 4; Oiinneoticui,!); New- 
York, 35; New-Jersey, 2 ; Pennsylvaiiia, 234 ; Maryland, 
5; Virginia, 144; Arkansas,!; .Missouri, 0; Tennessee, 
7; Oliio, 23; Indiana, 13; Illinois, 11 ; .Micbijrau, 6; Wis- 
consin, 5 ; Iowa 4, Minnesota, 4; California 3 — 195. 

Nays:— Maine, 3; OoMnectimt, 3; New-Jersey, 5; 
Pennsylvania, 8; .Maryland, 3 ; Virginia, 4; North-Caro- 
lina, 14, Missouri, 3 ; Tetinessre, 5 ; Kentucky, 2 — 55. 

Gen. Cashing, the Pre.xident, made a. brief 
speech, and the Convention adjourned to meet 
again in Baltimore, on the 18th of June suc- 
ceeding. 

SECEnEKS. 

The retiring delegates met at St. Andrew's 
Ilall, and were wailed on with manifestations of 
sympathy by a portion of the Wood Delegation, 
from New- York, who, however, were not in- 
vited or admitted to seats The seceders or- 
ganized by the appointment of Senator James 
A. Bayard,of Delaware, as Chairnnin, and, after 
much animated discussion, adopted the follow- 
ing Platform : 

Resolved, That the Platform adopted by (he Demo- 
cratic party at Cincinnati be affirmed, with the following 
exiil.'inatory Kesolutions : 

yirst, That the Government of a Territory organized 
by an act of Congress, is provisional and temporary; 
and, during its existence, all.citiaensof tlie United States 
have an equal right to settle with tlieir properly in the 
Territory without their rights, either of person or pro- 
perty, being destroj-ert or impaired by Congressional or 
Territorial Legislation. 

Second, That it is the duty of (lie Peder.al Government, 
in all its departments, to protect when necessary tlie 
rights of persons and properly in llie Territories, and 
wlierever else its Constitutional authority e.vtends. 

Third, That when the settlers in a Territory having 
an adefjuate population form a Stiite Constitution in 
pursuance of law, the right of sovereignty commences, 
and, being consummated by admission into the Union, 
they stand on an equal footing with the peoj)le of other 
Stales ; and the State thus organized ought to bo admit- 
leii into the Federal Union, wlietlier its Constitution pro- 
hiliits or recognizes the institution of Slavery. 

Fourth, That the Democratic party are in favor of the 
acqaisiiion of the Island of Cuba, on such terms as shall 
be honor.'ilile to ourselves and just to Spain, at the 
earliest practicable moment. 

Fifth, Tliat the enactments of St.ate Legislatures to 
defeat the faiilifiil execution of the Fugitive Slave Law, 
are hostile in character, subversive of the Constitution, 
and revolutionary ii? their effect. 

aiath. That tiie Democracy of the United States re- 
cognize it as the imperative duty of tliis Government to 
priiiect tlie naturalized citizen in all his rights, whether 
at home or in foreign lauds, to the same extent as its 
native-born citizens. 

Wlierea^, one of the greatest necessities of the age, in 
a Pnlitical, Cominorcial, Postal and Military point of 
view, is a speedy communication between the Pacific and 
Athuitic coasts. Therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Democratic party do hereby pledge 
themselves to nsa every means in their power to secure 
the passage of some bill to (hee.vleniof the Constitutional 
authority of Congress for the construction of a Pacific 
Railroa<l from the Mississippi Uiverto the Pacific Ocean, 
at the earliest practicable moment. 
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After talking for four days, the Seceders' Con- 
vention adjourned to meet iu Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, on the second Monday in June. Dele- 
gates were present from the following States : 
Alabama, Texas, Arkansas, Missouri, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, 
Virginia, Delaware. 



THE SECEDERS AT lilCnMOND. 

According to adjournment, the Seceding 
delegates met at Richmond, Va., on the 11th 
June. Delegates were present from Alabama, 
Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Georgia, 
South Carolina, Florida, 2d Congressional Dis 
trict of Tennessee, and the 7th Electoral District 
of Virginia. The Hon. John Erwin, of Alabama, 
was chosen President, with several Vice-Presi' 
dents and Secretaries. The Convention adopted 
the following resolutions, and on the 12th, at 
12 o'clock, adjourned: 

Hesolved, Tliat as the delegation from States repre^ 
seated in tliis Convention are assembled upon the basis 
of the platform recommended by a majority of tlie States 
nt Charleston, wliich we indorse, we deem it unnecessary 
to take any further action on the subject at the present 
time. 

Jiesolved, That when this Convention adjourn it 
adjourn to meet in this city on Thursday, the 21st inst. ; 
provided that the President of this Convention may call 
it togetlier at au earlier or a later day, if It be deemed 
necessary. 

The Convention reassembled on the 21st; 
but, without doing any business, adjourned to 
the following day, and so continued to meet and 
adjourn, awaiting the action of the Convention 
at Baltimore, till a^ter the nomination of Breck- 
inridge and Lane ; when such of the Delegates 
as had not joined the Seceders in Ealtimore, 
adopted the candidates and platform of the 
Breckinridge party, and adjourned si7ie die. 



THE NATIOXAL DEMdCRATIO COXVEN^- 
TION AT BALTIMORE. 

In accordance with the adjournment at 
Charleston, the National Democratic Convention 
rcassembliMl at Baltimore, cn Monday, the 18th 
June, and held their sessions in the Front street 
theatre. 

At eleven o'clnek, President Cashing, w'lo u|>peared on 
the platform but did not take tlie chair, directed thv; Se- 
cretary to ca'.I the roll of States in oriler to ascertain if 
tljt) dele;:ates were presiMit. 

On tlie calling of the roll, the following States were 
found to be fully repreietiteil : Maine, .New-IIanipsliire, 
Vermont. Massachusetts, Uliode Islaini, Xew-VorU, New- 
Jersey, .Alarylanil, Virginia, North Carolina, .Missouri, 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, lowu, .Min- 
nesota, California, Oregon. 

Connecticut was represented in part, there being some 
oiisuiidtirstanding iis to the hour of meeting, which hud 
been fi.\ed at lii o'clock. 

Two di;leg;iti;s wt-n; pivsent from Delaware. 

When the Slate of.'^outh Carolina was calhMl, the Chair 
directed that only tlio.<e Sl-ites be called wliicli were 
preseia at the adjournment of ttie Convention at Charles- 
ton, constciMentiy So..tli CaroJin*, Georgia, Florida, 
Alabama, i.-u-biana, .Mississippi, Arkansas and Texas, 
were not called. 

In con-e<iiience of a niUappreliension .as to the time, the 
President ilelayeil calling ilic Convention to order till I'i 
o'clock, when lie look iIji; C.iair ami sai.l : 

Gu.nti.k.mk:; ok tiik Convi-.ntion : I'ei tnit inn, in the first 
place, to congratulate you upon your being rs^isst- iiibled 
here for llie iiisuMaigu of your important duties In the 
Interi-.ls of the J)i;iuoi:)alic parly of the United States; 
and I ht-z le ivr, iu tii'.- ^ucond pl.-iee, to communicate to 
the Cjliveiition the state of the various branches of its 



! business, as they now come up for consideration before 
you. 

Prior to the adjournment of the Convention, two princi- 
pal suljjectsof action were before it. One, the adoption 
of the doctrinal resolutions constituting the platform of 
the Convention ; the other, voting upon the question of 
the nomination of a candidate for the Presidency. 

In the course of the discussion on the adoption of a 
platform, the Convention adopted a vote, the eirect of 
which was to amend the report of the mtijority of the 
Committee on Platform by substituting the rt- port of the 
minority of that Committee ; and after the adoption of 
that motion, and the substitution of tlie minority for the 
niiijoriiy report, a division was called for upon the 
several resolutions constituting that platform, being five 
in number. The 1st, 8d, 4tli and 5lh of those resolutions 
were adopted by the Convention, and the 2d was rejected. 
After the vote on the adoption of the 1st, od, 4th and 6th 
of those resolutions, a motion was made in each case to 
reconsider the vote, and to lay that motion of reconsid- 
eration upon the table. But neither of those motions to 
reconsider or to lay on the table was put, ttie putting of 
those motions having been prevented by the intervention 
of questions of privilege, and the ultimate vote competent 
in such case, to wit, on the adoption of the report of the 
majority as amended by the report of the minority, had 
not been acted upon by the Convention. So that at the 
time when the Convention adjourned there remained 
pending before it these motions, to wit; To reconsider — 
the resolutions constituting the platform, and the ulterior 
question of adopting the majority as amended by the 
substitution of the minority report. Those questions, and 
those only, as the Chair understood tlie motions before 
the Convention, were not acted upon prior to the adjourn. 
ment. 

After the disposition of the intervening questions of 
privilege, a motion was made by Mr. McCook, of Ohio, to 
proceed to vote for candidates for President and Vice- 
President. Upon that motion, the Convention instructed 
the Chair (not, as has been erroneously supposed, in the 
recess of the Convention, the Chair deternnning for the 
Convention, but the Convention instructing the Chair) to 
make no declaration of a nomination except upon a vote 
equivalent to two-thirds in the Klectoral College of the 
United States, and upon that balloting, no such vote be- 
ing given, that order was, upon the motion of the gentle- 
man from Virginia (Mr. Kussell), laid on the table, for the 
purpose of enabling him to propose a motion, which he 
subsequently did, that the Convention Jidjourn from the 
city 01 Charleston to the city of Baltimore, and with a 
provision concerning the filling of vacancies embraced in 
the same resolution, which resolution tlie Secretary will 
please reail. 

The Secretary read the resolution as follows : 

" Hfi^teil, That when this Convention ailjourns to-day, It 
adjuiii'ii ti) roassi-mblK at JJaliimore, Mil., on .Monday, the IStli 
day of .June, and that it be respectfully recommended to the 
l)i-moi:ratic parly of llu> several Slates, to make provision for 
siipplyiu!; all vanancli s in their respeollve delegates to this 
(.'oiiyiMitlon wliiui it shall reassirmblc." 

The President. — The Convention will thus perceive that 
the order adopted by it. provided, among other things, 
that it is re.^pectfully rvcommeniied to the Democratic 
party of the several States to make iirovisioiis for sup- 
[dying all vacancies in their re.«peclives delegation to this 
Cftnvetition wlien it shall reas.«eiuble. What i.s the con« 
struetion of that resnlu'ion? — wliat is the scope of its ap- 
Iilication ?— is a question not for the Chair to determine 
or to i-uggext to ti>e Convention, but for the Convention 
il.-'elf to lielermino. 

However tliat may be. in the preparatory arrangements 
for the present Hs^'embting of this Convention, there were 
addres.seil to the Chair the credentialsof members elected, 
or purporting to be elected, aRirmed and confirmed by 
the original Conventions and accredited to this Conven- 
tion. In three of those cases, or perhaps four, tiie cre- 
dentials were authenlie and conipiete. jireseniing no 
question of controverting delegates. In four others, to 
wit — the States of Georgia, Ahtbama, Louisiana and Dele- 
ware — there were contesting applications. Upon those 
applications the Chair was calK-d to determine whether 
it possessed any power to determine prima facie mem- 
bership of this Convention. That qu- siion was presented 
'n its most absolute and complete furin in the case of 
Mississippi, wliere there was no contest either tiiroui^h 
irregularity of form or of competing delegations, and so 
also in the cases of Florida, Texas and Arkansas. In 
ttio.se four States, theru being an apparent authenticity 
of commission, the Chair was called upon to determine 
the naked, abstract question whether he had power, per- 
emptorily and preliminarily, to determine xhoprima facia 
iiiembership of alleged members of this Convention. The 
Chair would gladly have satisfied himself that he had thla 
power, but upon examining the source of his poffpr -' 
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wit— the rules of the House of Kepresentatives — he was 
unable to discern that he had any authority, even 
prima facie, to scrutinize and canvass crudentiaU, 
altlioujjh ttiey were such as, upon their face, were free 
from contest- or controversy either of form or of substance, 
and tlierefore he deemed it his duty to reserve the deter- 
mlnatiiiii of that question to be submitted to the Conven- 
tion. And indue time the Chair will present that ques- 
tion as one of privilege to this body. 

Gentlemen, the Convention is now In order for the 
transaction of business. 

The Addre.ss of the President was delivered 
in a clear, loud voice, with much emphasis, and 
was listened to with close attention. The state- 
ment of the position in which the business was 
left at the time of the adjournment at Charles- 
ton, created an evident sensation, inasmuch as it 
indicated that, according to the opinion of the 
Chair, the platform question, as well as the re- 
Bolution declaring that a vote equal to two-thirds 
of the full electoral college to be necessary to 
the nomination of a candidate for the Presi- 
dency, were each in a position to be again 
brought up for the action of the Convention. 

ADMISSION OP DKLKGATKS. 

Mr. Howard, of Tennessee, offered the following 
resolution : 

Jleftulved, that the President of tins Convention direct 
the Sergcant-at-Arms to issue tickets of admission to the 
delegates of tlie Convention as originally constituted and 
oi'fianizcd at Charleston. 

Mr. Cavanaugh, <i[ .Minnesota, moved to lay the reso- 
lution on tiie tiiljle, and upon that motion called for a 
vote by States ; but Ijy re<iuest withdrew his motion to 
permit Sir. Saiiford K. Church, of N. Y., to offer the fol- 
lowing, which was read for the information of the Con- 
vention and created much excitement : 

JieKolVi'd, That the credeniials of all persons claiming 
scats in tliis Convention made vacant by the secession 
of delegates at Charle.'-ton he refei red to the Conunittee 
on Credentials, and said Committee is hereby instructed, 
as soon as practicable, to examine the same and report 
the names of jiersons entitled to such seats, with the 
district— understanding, liowever, that every person ac- 
cepting a scat in this Convention is bound in honor and 
good faith to abide by the action of this Convention and 
support its nominations. 

After a running debate on questions of order, 
in wiiioli Messrs. Coclirane, of N. Y., Saulsbury, 
of Del., Chii'k-, of 3Io., Montgomery, of Pa., 
Cavanaugli, of Min., and the Chair participated. 

Mr. Church moved his resolution .is an amendment to 
that offered by Mr. Howard, and upon that he called for 
the previous question. 

Messrs. Gilmor and Kandall rose to debate the ques- 
tion, but the Chair ruled debate not in order. 

Mr. Avery, of North Carolina.— I call for a division of 
th2 question, so that the first question shall be upon 
referring those credentials to tlie Committee, and the 
second question upon the projiosition to initiate test- 
oaths in the Democratic Convention. [Applause.] 

The Chair could not entertain such a proposition at 
that time, as the previous question had been demanded. 
The q\ie.=tion was — 'Would the Convention second the 
demand for the previous question ? 

Mr. Russell, of Va.— I ask that this Convention will 
allow me to make a friendly, candid and sincere appeal 
to the gentleman wlio made the call for the previous 
question (.Mr. Church, of New-York) to withdraw his 
sail. 

The President.— The Chair lias no autliority over that 
question. 

Jlr. Kupsoll.— I ask the Chair to appeal to the gentle- 
man to allow fair play in this Convention. 

Mr Stuart, of Mich.— I insist that the Chair preserve 
order. 

The President.— The gentleman from Virginia (Mr. 
Rufscll) is not in order. 

Mr. Kussell.-If we arc to he constrained to silence, I 
beg gentlemen to consider the silence of Virginia as 
Bomewliat ominous. (Applause and hisses.) 

The qu stion was stated to be upon seconding the 
dsniund for the previous question. Ueing taken 'Vim 
voce, 

The President stated that the noes appeared to have it. 



Mr. Richardson, of 111., doubted the announcement, 
and asked that the vote be taken by States, wliicli was 
ordered. 

Mr. Brodhead, of Pa., stated that Mr. Church was 
willing to withdraw his call for the previous question. 
The Chair decided that it was too late. 
Mr. Saulsbury, of Delaware, moved a recess to 4 p.m. 
Lost: Tii to nsj-. 

Mr. Howard, of Tennessee. — I hold in my hand a respect- 
ful communication from one of the States of this Union, 
Mississippi, not now represented upon this floor, addressed 
to the President of this Convention. 1 desire that it be 
read for the information of the Convention. 

The President. — It can only be done by common consent, 
as the seconding tlie demand for the previous question is 
now pending. 
Cries of " object," " object," from various quarters. 
The President— Objection being made to reading this 
communication, the Secretary will proceed to call the roll 
of States upon the seconding the demand for the previous 
question. 

The question being then taken by States upon second- 
ing the demand for tlie previous question, it was not 
agreed to. 

Ykas. — Maine, C ; New-HampsMre, 5; Vermont, 4}; 
Massachusetts, 4 ; Connecticut, 3^ ; New-Jersey, 21 ; Penn- 
sylvania, 9i; Maryland, 2; Missouri, 2! ; Tennessee, 3; 
Kentucky, I J ; Ohio, 23; Indiana, 13; Illinois, 11; Michi- 
gan, 0; AVisconsin, 5; Iowa, 4 ; Minnesota, 21— lOSJ. 

Nays. — Maine, 2 ; A'erinont, J ; Massachusetts, 81 ; 
Rhode Island, 4 ; Connecticut, 2 — one absent ; New-York, 
35; New-Jersey, 41; Pennsylvania, ICi ; Delaware, 2; 
Maryland, 6 ; Virginia, 15 ; North Carolina, 10 ; Arkansas, 
I; Missouri, fil ; Tennessee, 8; Kentucky, lOi ; Minne- 
sota, 11; California, 4; Oregon, 3— 140i. 

On calling the roll, the New-York delegation asked per- 
mission to retire fi>r consultation, and during the interun 
there wiis an entire cessation of business. The vote of the 
State as a unit was finally rendered against the call for tlie 
previous question. 

The question was then stated to be ujionthe amcr.dment 
to the amendment. 

.Mr. (iilnior, cf Pennsylvania, offered the following 
amendnu'iit to .Mr. Church's resolution; 

li'exolrfi/l, That the President of the Convention be di- 
rected to issue tickets of admission to seats in the Conven- 
tion, to the dL'l<;gates from the States of Texas, Florida, 
Mis!.issi])pi, and Arkansas, in whicli States tliere are no 
contesting delegations. 

AVithout taking a vote on 5fr. Gilmor's resolution, the 
Convenlinn, on motion of Mr. Randall, of Pa., tool a re- 
cess till 0 P.M. 

AVIien the Convention reassembled, the President said : 
Mr. Randall, of Pennsylvania, has the floor upon an 
amendment moved by Mr. Gilmor, of Pennsylvania. 

Before proceeding in the debate, the Chair begs leave to 
state to the Convention that he has had placed iiiliis hands 
the credentials of gentlemen claimingseats in the Conven- 
tion, from the States of Delaware, Georgia, Alabama, Flo- 
rida, Mississippi, ]>ouisiana, Texas, aii<l Arkansas, includ- 
ing in that enumeration the letter prcsente<l to the Con- 
vention, in his place, by Mr. Howard, of Tennessee, in be- 
half of the gentlemen claiming seats from the State of 
Mississippi, and in addition to that, there lias been ad- 
dressed to the Chair, a communication from Mr. Chi'.ffee, 
claiming a seat from the State of Massachusetts. The Chair 
deems it his duty to communicate the fact to tlie Conven- 
tion that those several documents have been placed in liis 
liands, to be iireseiited at the proper time to tlie considera- 
tion of the Coiiventi(Ui. 

Mr. Gilmor, of Penn^yIvanIa. — I have made a small ad- 
dition to the amendment I offered this morning to the 
amendment of the gentkman from New-York (Mr. Cliurcli), 
for the purpose of covering tlie cases mentioned by the 
Chair just now. 
The amendment, as modified, was read as follows : 
Jie.fiolrei/, That the Pi esldent of the Convention be au- 
thorized to issue tickets of admis^ion to seats in this Con- 
vention, to the delegates from the States of Arkansas, 
Texas, Florida, and Mississippi, in which States th-re are 
no contesting delegations, and that in those States, to wit : 
Delaware, (Jeorgia, Alabama, and Louisiana, where tlicre 
are contesting delegations, a Committee on Credentials 
shall be a'- .nted, by the several delegations, to report 
upon sai'' aiates. 

After discussing points of order, Mr. Clark, of Missouri, 
offered a substitute for Mr. Gilmor's amendment, whicli 
was read for the Informctlon of the Convention, as fol- 
lows : 

Strike out the proviso lu the amendment of Sir. Church, 
of New-York, and add tho following : 

liesolved, That the citizens of the several States of the 
Union liavc an equal ngUt to settle and reiuamin the Ter. 
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rltorles of the United States, and to hold therein, unmo- 
lested by any legislation whatever, their slave and otlier 
property; and that this Convention recognizes tlie opinion 
of the Supreme Court of the United States in tlie Dred 
Scott case, as a true exposition of tlie Constitution in re- 
gard to tlie rights of the citizens of the several States and 
Territories of tlie United States, upon all subjects concern- 
ing which it treats ; and that the members of this Conven- 
tion pledge themselves, and require all others who may be 
authorized as delegates to make the same pledge, to sup- 
port the Democratic candidates, fairly and in good faith, 
nominated by this Convention according to the usages of 
the National Democratic Party. 

Mr. Kandall then took the floor and opposed the amend- 
ment r r jir. Cliurch, and favored that of Jlr. Oilmor. 

The amendment of the gentleman from New York im- 
poses 11 condition upon the returning members of the 
several States that seceded at Charleston. I deny the 
power of the Convention to impose any such condition. 
The riglit of their constituents is unqualified and 
beyond the power of this Convention, to send their re- 
presentatives to this body without condition and without 
limitation. ( Applause and hisses). It is an interference 
with the right of the constituents of seven seceding 
States to impose any qualification upon their represent- 
atives In tliis body. I deny its equity or its justice. We 
who sit here — tlie honorable gentleman who moved the 
amendment, the President, the Vice-Presidents of this 
body— all who sit here, are unfettered by any such 
limitation or condition, (.\pplause.) What justice in 
imposing upon others tlie condition that they sliall come 
in here us slaves, with the bands and the iron fetters 
about tliem, with no right to exercise their judgment or 
their patriotism, except, as the majority of this body 
may choose to indicate? I deny the power or the right. 
Tlie proposition has been put in the least olTensive 
Bhape. 

It is said in the amendment that it is " understood." 
Understood ! an apology for the broad declaration of a 
naked invasion of tlie lights of freemen. Not that tlie 
members of tliis body thus admitted have denied the 
right, but it is understood that tliey are pledged to do 
wiiat otiier members are not pledged to do — to conform 
to the decision of tlie majority. Mr. President and gen- 
tlemen, I invoke you to look at the injustice of every 
such qualification — a qualification whicli no honorable 
man, except under very jiecuhar circumstances, could 
ever submit to ; a qualification which it is known that 
the representatives of tliese seven seceding States will 
never submit to. (Applause and hisses.) Hut, Mr. Pre- 
sident and bretliren of the great Democratic family, 
who a:'e now contending for the success of the Demo- 
catio cause, I ask you to halt, not simply upon the 
ground of right and justice, but of policy. Not a mem- 
ber of this body but knows that tlie representatives of 
those States will not give any such pledge (applause 
and hisses); tlia' it is tantamount to a declaration of 
secession from ttie bjdy. (Applause and liisses.) 

The debate wu> continued by .Messrs. Uichardson, of 
III., Cochrane, of .N. y., Montgomery, of Pa., Slerrick, 
of 111., King, of .Mo,, and West of Ct., against -Mr. (jil- 
rnor's amendment, and by .Messrs, Uusseli, of Va., 
Ewiiig, of Tenn , J.oriiig, of Mass., Hunter, of Mo., 
Ave;y, of N. C, and Atkins, of Tenn., in favor. At last, 
Mr. Atkins moveil the previous question, which was sus- 
tained, acj to 1SJ-, and tlie Convention adjourned till 
Tuesday morning. 

On the reassembling of the Convention, Mr. Cliurch 
askud and obtained unaniiauus cout^ent to make a pro- 
position whicli he tliouglit woiihl produce harmony. He 
Bald: 

Upon consultation with the gentle man (Mr. Gilmor , 
who moved tliat amendment to my amendment, we 
have agreed, if it meets ilit approbation of this Conven- 
tion, for the purpose of harmonizing the action of tiiis 
Convention, to an arrangement alike honorable to both 
sides, and whicli, if carried out, will terminate the con- 
troversy as to pending questions. The proposition which 
has been made and accepted is simply tliis; The gentle- 
man f. om Pennsylvania (.Mr. iJilmor) is to withdraw his 
amendment to my amendment, and then I am to with- 
drav.' tlie latter part of my resolutions, leaving only a 
simple resolution of reference to the Committee on Cre- 
dentials. (Applause). 

This proposition was accepted, and tlie rescdution, as 
thus amended, was adopted without a division. Vaean. 
cies in the Committee on Credentials wore filled, and the 
committee, as now constituted, consisted of the folio iving 
gentlemen : 

C. D. Jainoaon, Me.; A, P. Hughes, N. 11. ; Stephen 
Thomas, Vt. ; Oliver Stevens, Jlass. ; George II. Urown, 
U. I.; ,laiiies (ialliigher, Conn. ; Delos De Wolfe, N. Y. ; 
A. U. Spear, X. J. ; H. M. forth, X'a. : W, S. Uittings, 



Md ; E. W. Hubbard, Va. ; R. R. Bridges, N. C. ; L. . ; 
Perry, S. C. ; James 15 Steadman, Ohio ; \V. 11. Carrol, 
Tenn. ; S. A. Hail, Ind. ; W. .1. Allen, 111. ; .John JI. 
Krum, Mo. ; lieiij. PoUet, Mich. ; 1). 0. Finch, Jowa ; 
P, H. Smith, Wis.; H. H. Sibley, Minn.; J. 11. Ueveily, 
Del.; Isaac J. ^tevens, Oregon; U. II. Murunv, Ken 
tueky ; D. S. Gregory, Cal. 
I A paper was presented from Mr O'Fallon, of .MisMHu i, 
I wlio had acted at Charleslon in the place of oiiu of the 
j regularly appointed delegates from that State, but had 
been refused a ticket in Daltimore, asking adiiilssiuii.— 
His case was referred to the Committee on Credciu.als. 

The memorial of the contesting delegates from .\i Uaii- 
sas was also presented, and was li.-mded to the Coiiiiiiit- 
tee on Credentials. And the Committee took a rece.-s 
till 5 P.M., at which time it reassembled, but, the com- 
mittee on Credentials not being ready to rejiort,. tlie 
Convention, without transacting any business, ailjoii. ned 
to 10 o'clock the following day, 20th, 

The Convention met at the usual hour, on 
Wednesday, the 20th, but, in consequence of the 
delay of the Committee on Credentials in report- 
ing, no business was transacted. 

KEPORT OP THE COMMITTEE ON CREDENTIALS. 

On Tiimsday, the 21st, the Committee oii 
Credentials presented their report, or rather re- 
ports, for there were three ; the majority rcporD 
being presented by Mr. Krum, of Missouri, as 
follows : 

1st. Jiesolved, That George II. Gordon, E. Barkstlale, 
W. P. Barry, H, C. Chambers, Jos. K. Davis, Beverlv Jlat- 
thew, Charles Clarke, W, L. Featheiston, P. P. blidell, 
C. G. Armistead, W. F. Avaunt, and T. J. Hucston, are 
entitled to seats in this Convention as delegates from the 
State of Mississippi. 

2d. lieaoleed. That Pierre Soui6, F. Cotterman, U. C. 
■\Vickliire, Michael Ryan, Maunsell White, Charles IJien- 
venala, Gustav Lenroy, J. 0. .Morse, A. S. Heron, N 1). 
Colburn,J. N. T, Richardson and J. L.Walker are entitled 
to seats in this Convention as delegates from the State of 
Louisiana. 

3d. Jlenolved, That R. W. Johnson, T. C. Hindman, J. 
P, Johnson, Henry Carroll, J. Gould, and John A. Jor- 
dan, be entitled to seats as Delegates from the State of 
Arkansas, with power to cast two votes, and that Thomas 
H. .ilradley, M. Hooper, and I). C. Cross be also admitted 
to seats as delegates from the same State, with power to 
cast one vote ; and, in case either portion of saiil dele- 
gates shall refuse or neglect to take their said seats and 
to cast their said votes, the other portion of said dele- 
gates taking seats in this Convention shall be entitled to 
cast the entire three votes of said State. 

4th. JieHOlved, That J. M. Bryan, P, R. Lubbock, F. S. 
Stockdalc, E. Green, H. R. Runnels, Wm. B. Ochiltree, 
M. W. Carey, Wra. H. Parrows, R. Ward, J. F. Crosby, 1). 
Burrows, and V, H. Manning arc entitled to seats from 
Texas, 

5th. Hesolved, That James A, Ray.ard and William G, 
Whiteley are entitled to seats from the county mi New- 
Castle, Ocl. 

Uth. Itenolved, That IC. S. Chaffee, who was duly admit- 
ted at Charleslon as a delegate from the fil'ih congress- 
ional district of Alassachusetts, is^till entitled to said seat 
in this Convention, and that B. P. Hallett, who has as- 
sumed said seat, is not entitled thereto. 

7th. Jiesolved, That John O'Fallon, who was duly ad- 
mitted at Charleston as a delegate from the eighth electo- 
ral district of Slissouri, is still entitled to said seat in tins 
Convention, and that Johnson .U. Gardy, who has as- 
sumed said seat, is not entitled tliercto. 

Sth. Jieeoleed, That R. A. Baker, D. C. Humphrey, 
John Forsyth, Wm. Jewett, I. I. Scibles, S. 0. Posey, 
L. E. Parsons, Joseph C. Bradley, 'ihoiiias B. Coofier, 
James Williams, C. II. Brynan, Daniel W. Weaklev, 
L. M. B. Martyr, John W. Howard, W. U. R. Wyatl, b. 
Hanson, Thos. M. Matthews, and Norbert .M. Lord are en- 
titled to seats in the Convention as delegates from the 
State of Alabama. 

yth, Renolved, That the delegation from the State of 
Georgia, of which H. L. Benning is chairman, be ad- 
mitted to seats in the Convention, with power to c;ist one- 
half of the vote of said State, and that ihe delegation 
from said State, of which Col. Gardner is chairman, bo 
also admitted to the Convention, with power to cast one- 
half of the vote of said State ; and if either of said dele- 
gations refuse or neglect to cast the vote as above iiid> 
cated, that in said case the delegates present in the Con- 
vention be authorized to cast the full vole of said State. 
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Mr. Stevens, of Oregon. — I rise, Mr. President, to pre- 
sent the repo't of a minority of tlie Committee on cre- 
dentials, and I will proceed to read it ; 

MINORITY REI'OKT. 

To the President of the Democratio National Conven- 
tion : 

Sir ; We, tlie nndersigned, members of tlie Committee 
on Credentials, feel constrained to dissent from many of 
the views and a large portion of tlie action of the major- 
iiy of tlie Committee in respect to the rights of delegates 
to' seats referred to them by the Convention, and to re- 
sjitctfully recommend the adoption of the following reso- 
lutions : 

1. Ilesolveil, That B. V. Ilallett is entitled to a seat in 
tliis Convention, as a delegate from the 5tU Congression- 
al district of the State of .Massachusetts. 

2. Ji'esolved, That Johnson B. Gardy is entitled to a 
seat ill tliis Convention as a delegate from the Stli Con- 
gressional district of tlie State of Missouri. 

8. h'enolved, Tliat James A. Bayard and 'William G. 
Whiteley are entited to seats in this Convention us dele- 
gates from the State of Delaware. 

4. llenolvMl, That tlie delegation headed by R. W. 
Jolinson are entitled to seats in this Convention as dele- 
gates from the State of Arkansas. 

5. Jienolved, That tlie delegation of which George W. 
Bryan is cliairman are entitled to seats in this Conven- 
tion f; oin the St.ate of Texas. 

ti. llexoLvcd, That the delegation of which John Tarle- 
ton is chairman are entitled to seats in tliis convention 
as delegates from the State of Louisiana. 

7. Itcfoked, That the delegation of which L. P. Walker 
is chairman are entitled to seats in this Convention as 
delegates from the Stale of Alabama. 

S.. That tlie delegation of which Henry L. Benning is 
chairman are entitled to scats in tliis Convention as dele- 
gates from (lie State of Georgia. 

9. JUsulmd, That the delegation from the State of 
Florida accredited to the Charleston Convention are in- 
vited to take seats in this Convention and cast the vote 
of the State of Florida. 

Tlie Committee presented an elaborately 
argued report to sustain their resolutions, which 
was tfigned by 

1. 1. Stevens, Oregon, E.'W. Hubbard, Va., 
A. II. Speer, N. J., R. R, Bu.'DGEKS, N. C., 
If. jr. N'ouTH, Fenn., \V. II. Carroll, Tenn., 
John 11. Bewley, Del., Geo. II. Morrow, Ivy., 
D. S. Gregory, Cal. 
In the points of diflereuce between the ma- 
jority and minority reports of the Committee 
on Credentials, I concur in the conclusions of 
the minority report in the cases of Georgia, 
Alabama, Missouri and M.assachusetts. 

Aaron V. Uugiies, New-IIainpshire. 

Mr. Gittiugs, of Maryland, presented still an- 
other report, concluding with the following 
resolutions : 

nemlved. That so much of the majority report of the 
Committee on Credentials as relates to Massachusetts, 
Missouri, Belawai'e, Arkansas, Georgia, Louisiana ami 
Texas, Ue adopted. 

JltHolccil, That tlie delegation of which L. P. Walker 
is chairman, be, and they are hereby, declared the only 
regularly authorized representatives of the State of 
Alabaiuii, and as sucli are entitled to seats in the 
National Democratic Convention. 

Mr. Stevens demanded the previous question, 
which was sustained by the Convention, and 
the main question was ordered,<-but, without 
taking the vote, the Couvention adjourned. 

When the Convention assembled on the 22d, 
Mr. Gittings withdrew his report, which brought 
the minority report proper — that of Mr. Ste- 
vens, of Oregon — lirst in order, and the question 
being put on the substitution of the whole 
minority report for the report of the majority, 
the motion was lost, lOO^ to lot), as follows : 

YE.ts— JIaine, 2i ; New-Hampshire,, i ; Vermont, H; 
\Iassaelmsetts, 8 ; Connecticut, '-'J ; New-Jersey, 4 ; Penu 



sylvania, 17 ; Delaware, 2 ; Maryland, 5} ; Virginia, 14 ; 
North Carolina, U ; Arkansas, i\ Missouri, 5; Tennessee, 
lO ; Kentucky, 10 ; Minnesota, Ij ; California, 4 ; Oregon, 
8— lOOi. 

Nays— Maine, 5J ; New-Hampshire, 4i ; Vermont, 3! ; 
Massachusetts, 5 ; Illiode Island, 4 ; Connecticut, Sj ; 
New-York, 85 ; New-Jersey, 3; Pennsylvania, 10; ^lary- 
laiid, 2; Virginia, 1; Noitli Carolina, 1; Arkansas, i; 
Missouri, 4; Tennessee, 1; Kentucky, 2; Ohio, 28 ; In- 
diana, 18 ; Illinois, 11 ; .Micliigan, 0 ; WiscMLshi, 6; Iowa, 
4; Minnesota, 2i— 15U, 

Maryland, i vote not voted ; Tennessee, 1 vote not cast. 

The question then recurred on adopting the majority 
report. A division being called for, the vote was taken 
on the fust resolution, admitting the original delegates 
from Mississip ji, which wais adopted almost uuauimously, 
250 to 2i. 

Tlie vote was tlien taken on the second resolution, 
admitting tlie Soule (Douglas) Delegates from Louisiana, 
which resulted— Ays, 153 ; Nays, 'Jb — as follows : 

YE.4S — Slaine, 5i ; New-llampshire, 4J; Vermont, 4} ; 
Massachusetts, 5; lUiode Island, 4; Connecticut, 3i^; 
New-York, 35 ; New- Jersey, 2i ; Pennsylvania, 10 ; Mary- 
land, 2J; Virginia,]; North Carolina, 2 ; Arkansas, i ; 
Jlissouri, 4 ; Tennessee, 2 ; Kentucky, 2 ; Oliio, 23 ; In- 
diana, 18 ; Illinois, 11 ; Michigan, 6 Wisconsin, & ; Iowa, 
4 ; Minnesota, 2^—158. 

Nays— Maine, 2i; New-Hamp.shire, -J; A'ermont, 
Massachusetts, 8; Connecticut, 2^^ ; New-Jersey, 4i ; 
Pennsylvania, 17; Delaware, 2; Maryland, 5J- ; Virginia, 
13 ; North Carolina, S ; Arkansas, J ; Missouri, 5 ; Ten- 
nessee, 10 ; Kentucky, 10 ; Minnesota, H ; California, 
4; Oregon, 3— 9d. 

So the second i-esolution was adopted. 

The question was then taken on the third resolution, .id- 
mitting Col. Ilindinanand his colleagues (the original uele- 
gates; with power to cast two votes, and Mr. Hooper and 
)iis colleagues (tlie contestants) with power to cast one 
vote ; and providing tliat, if either set of delegates refuse 
to take seats, the otlier shall be entitled to cast the whole 
vote of the State, (Arkansas). 

A division of the question being called for, the President 
decided that the resolution was divisible. 

Tlie question was taken on the tliree several propositions, 
viz. :— 1st. The admission of tlie Hindman delegates, whicli 
was adopted, 182 to (i!). 2d. The admission of tlie Hooper 
delegates, wliich was adopted, 150 to 100J-. 3d. On the 
giving power to one set to east tlie whole vote if the other 
set withdrew, which was adopted witliout a division. 

A vote was then taken ou tlie fourth resolution of the 
majority report, admitting the original delegation from 
the State of Texas, which was adopted ahnost unani- 
mously. 

A vote was next taken on the fifth resolution, admitting 
Bayard and Wliiteley from Delaware. Adopted without di- 
vision. 

The sixth resolution, giving U. L. Chaffee the seat in tlie 
Massachusetts delegation contested by Mr. Hullett, was 
then adopted — yeas, 18S, nays, li i^. 

Mr. Stuart, of Michigan, at this point, made motions to re- 
consider eacli vote taken, and to lay the same on the ta- 
ble, it being understood that the motions were not to be 
put till votes ou all the propositions had been taken. 

The seventh resolution, declaring J. O'Fallon entitled to 
tlie seat in the Missouri delegation claimed by John B. 
Gardy, was then adopted — yeas, 18Si, nays, 112. 

The eighth resolution, admitting the contesting delegates 
from Alabama, was next adopted. Yeas, 14Si ; Nays, 

The question then being on the ninth and last resolution 
of the uuijority report, admitting both delegations from 
Georgia, and dividing the voteot the State between tliein, 
witli the provision tliat, if eitlier refused to take seats, tlie 
remaining delegates cast the vote of the State. 

Before the vote was taken, Mr. Seward, of Georgia, pre- 
sented a communication from Col. Gardner, Cliairman of 
the contesting delegates fronj Georgia, witlidrawing from 
the contest, and the resolution was lost — lOGr to 145. Tlie 
original (seceding) delegation from Georgia, headed by 
H. L. Benning, was subseiiuently adniitted. 

The President stated tlie next question to be upon lay- 
ing upon the table the motion to reconsider tlie vote by 
which the Convention refused to substitute tlie resolu- 
tions reported by tlie minority of the Committee on Cre- 
dentials for those reported by tlie majority of said Com- 
mittee. 

The question being then taken by States, the motion to 
lay on the table was not agreed to— yeas, 118i ; Nays, 12&1- 
— as follows : 

Yeas — Maine, 5} ; New-Hampshire, 3 ; Vermont. 4J ; 
Massachusetts, 5 ; Uhode Islaud, 4 ; Connecticut, 8^ ; New- 
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Jersey, Si ; Pannsylvania, 10 ; Maryland, 2 ; North Caro- 
lina, 1 ; Arkansas, J ; Missouri, 4i ; Kentucky, 2 ; Oliio, 
i-i; Indiana, 13; Illinois, 11 ; Blichigiin, 0 ; Wisconsin, 5; 
Iowa, 4; Minnesota, 2J— 113K 

Nays — Maine, 2i ; New-IIampsliire, 2 ; Vermont, i ; 
Massachusetts, 8 ; Connecticut, iij- ; New- York, 85 ; New- 
Jersey, 84 ; Pennsylvania, 17 ; Delaware, 2 ; Jlarylaud, 
6 ; Virginia, 15 ; North Carolina, 9 ; Arkansas, i ; Jlissouri, 
ii; Tennessee, 12; Kentucky, 10; Minnesota, li; Cali- 
fornia, 4; Oregon, o — 13SJ-. 

AVhen New-York was called, her delegates asked time 
to consult, but Anally gave lier thirty-five votes against 
the motion to lay upon the table, which, had it prevailed, 
would have precluded all further reconfiileration fit the 
subject. 

Tiie question recurred upon the motion to reconsider the 
vote rejecting the minority resolutions. 

Mr. Cessna, of Pa., moved the previous quesKon, which 
Teas sustained, and the question being taken by States, 
the motion to reconsider was rejected — 103 to 149— as fol- 
• lows : 

Y'EAS-Maine, 2}; New-Hampshire, 2 ; Vermont, 1 ; Mas- 
sachusetts, S ; Connecticut, 21 ; New-Jersey, 4} ; Pennsyl- 
vania, 17 ; Delaware, 2 ; Maryland, C ; Virginia, 15 ; North 
Carolina, 9 ; Arkansas, i ; Jlissouri, 41 ; Tennessee, 10 ; 
Kentucky, 10; Minnesota, Ij ; California, 4 ; Oregon, 3 — 
103, 

Navs— Slaine, 5i ; New-IIampshire, 3 ; Vermont, 4 ; Mas- 
sachusetts, 5; Khode Island, 4; Connecticut, 8J ; New- 
York, 85; New-Jersey, 2i; Pennsylvania, 10; Maryland, 
2; North Carolina, i ; Arkansas, i; Jlissouri, 4J ; Ten- 
nessee, 2 ; lientucky, 2 ; Ohio, 23 ; Indiana, 13 ; Illinois, 
11 ; Michigan, 0 ; Wisconsin, 5 ; Iowa, 4 ; Jlinnesota, '2i — 
149. 

The several motions to lay on the table the question of 
reconsidering the votes by which each of the resolutions 
of the majority had been adopted, were then put and car- 
ried in the alllrmative, and the several delegates who had 
been voted in were then admitted to seats, 

VIRGI.NIA WITHDRAWS. 

Mr. Russellj of Virginia.— If it be the pleasure of your- 
self, Mr. President and the Convention, I will now make 
the brief announcement of which I made mention this 
morning. 

I will detain the Convention but a very brief time. I 
understand that the action of this Convention upon the 
various questions arising cut of the reports from the 
Committee on Credentials hr.s become final, complete and 
irrevocable. And it has become my duty now, by direc- 
tion of a large majority of tiie delegation fi om Vii ginia, 
respectfully to inform this body that it is inconsistent 
with their convictions of duty to participate longer in its 
deliberations. (Loud applause in the Convention and in 
the galleries, with loud c ies from the galleries.) 

The disorder continued for some minutes, after which 

Mr. Kussell resumed — The delegates from Virginia, 
who participate in tliis movement, have come to tlie con- 
clusion which I have announced, after long, mature and 
anxious deliberation, and after, in their judgment, hav- 
ing exhausted all Jionorable efforts to obviate this neces- 
sity. In addition to the facts which appear upon your 
record, I desire tlie attention of this body long enough 
only to state tliat it is ascertained that the delegations 
to which you, sir, under the order of this Convention, 
have just directed tickets to be i.-:sued— some of them at 
least and all of them whom we regard as the representa- 
tives of the Democracy of their States— will decline to 
join iiere in the deliberations of this body. For the rest, 
the reasons which impel us to take this important step 
will be rendered to those to whom only we are responsi- 
ble, the Democracy, of the Old Dominion. To you, sir, 
ami to the body over wh'.ch you preside, I have only to 
say in addition that we bid you a respectful adieu. 

The portion of the delegation from Virginia which re- 
tired then left their seats and proceeded out of the Ilall, 
shaking haiuls with members of various delegations as 
they passed along. 

.Mr. .Moffatt, of Virginia — made a speech in 
diifense of liis <.!Our.<e, and tluit of !iis colleagues 
who remained in tlie Convention, 

WITHDRAWAL OF NORTH CAROLINA. 

Mr. Lander, of North Carolina.— Mr. President, painful 
as the duty is, it is, nevertheless, my duty to announce 
h . re, as a representative of the delegates from North Caro- 
luiii, that .'i very large majority of them are compelled to 
retii e pennanentiy from this Convention on account of the 
unjust action, as we conceive, that has this day been per- 
petrated uiion some of our sovereign States and fellow 
citizens «f the South. We of the t^outh have heretofore 



maintained and supported the Northern Democracy for tlio 
reason that they are willing to attribute to us in the Soutli 
equality in the Union. The vote to-day has satisfied the 
majority of the North Carolina delegates that, that being 
refused by our brethren of the Northern Democracy, North 
Carolina — Uip Van Winkle, as you may call her— can no 
longer remain in this Convention. The rights of sovereign 
States and of gentlemen of the South have been denied liy 
a majority of this body. AVe cannot act, as we conceive, 
in view of this wrong. I use the word " wrong " with no 
intention to reflect upon those gentlemen of the North 
Carolina delegation who differ with me or with the majority 
of the delegation. For these reasons, without assigning 
any more, as I have no idea of inflicting a speech upon 
this Convention, who are in no state of preparation to re- 
ceive it, I announce that eight out of ten of the votes of 
Nortli Carolina ask to retire. 

WITHDRAWAL OP TENNESSEE. 

Mr. Ewing, of Tennessee. — Mr. President, in behalf of 
the delegation from Tennessee, I beg leave to address this 
Convention upon this occasion, so important, and, to us, 
so solemn in its consequences. The delegation from Ten- 
nessee have exhibited, so far as they knew liow, every dis- 
position to hiirmonize this Convention, and to bring its 
labors to a happy result. They were tlie first, when the 
majority platform was not adopted, to seek for some pro- 
pos"ion for comiironiise — something that would enable us 
to . arnionize. They have a candidate who was dear to 
them. They cast away his prospect for the sake of har- 
mony. They have yielded all that they can. They have 
endeavored, with all their power, to accomplish the result 
they came here for ; but they fear that the result is not to 
be accomplished in a manner that can render a just and 
proper account to their constituents. We have consulted 
togetlier, and, after anxious and long deliberation, without 
knowing exactly what phase this matter might finally pre- 
sent, we have not adojited any decisive rule for our uctioii ; 
but a large majority of our delegates — some twenty to four 
— have decided tliat, upon the result now obtained, we 
shall ask leave of this Convention to retire, that we may 
consult and announce our final action. W'c shall take no 
further part in the deliberations of this Convention, unless 
our niiiuls should change ; and of that I can offer you no 
reasonable hope. 

A PORTION OF MARYLAND WITHDRAWS. 

Mr. Johnson, of Maryland. — Sir, President, I am author- 
ized by my colleagues to report the state of facts in regard 
to a portion of the Maryland delegation. Representing, 
in part, a district in M;iryland upon which the first blood 
of the irrepressible conflict was shed, a district which sent 
fifteen men in midwinter to the rescue of Philadelphia 
and New-Jersey, we are obliged now to take a step which 
dissolves our connection with you, and to bid you a final 
adieu. We have made all sacrifices for the grand old 
Democratic party, whose misdon it has been to preserve 
the Constitution and to care for the Republic for more 
than sixty years, until it now seems as if you were going 
to substitute a man in the place of principle. (Calls to 
order.) I desire to be resjiecf ful. I desire to say that the 
action of the majority of the late Convention — a majority 
created by the operation of a technical unit rule imposed 
upon the Convention contrary to Democratic precedent 
and usage — .States have been disfranchised, and districts 
deprived of their rights, until, in our opinion, it is no longer 
consistent with our honor or our rights, or the rights of 
our constituents, to romain here. Cherishing deeply and 
warmly the rcmemiirance of the many gallant deeds you 
have done for us in times past, hoping that hereafter no 
occasion may ever occur to weaken this feeling, I now, on 
behalf of the reiu-esentatives of Maryland, tell you that 
in all future time, and in all future contests, our lot is cast 
with the people of the Soutli. Their (iod shall be our God, 
and their country our country. (Applause.) 

Jlr. Gla.ss, of Virginia, declined any further 
participation in the proceedings of the Conven- 
tion, but did not indorse the action of his col- 
leagties in withdrawing. 

Mr. Wattcrson, of Tennessee, declined to 
withdraw. 

CALIFORNIA WITHDRAWS — AN EXCITEMENT. 

Mr. Smith, of California, said : While I cannot say 
witti the gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. Junes) that iny 
Democracy dales back to that time of which I have no re- 
collection, yet I can say that it is unspotted as the vault 
.of lieiivi.-n. California is here with melancholy face— 
Callloniia Is here with a lacerated heart, bleeding aiid 
weeping over the downfall and the destruction of tlie IV- 



NATIONAL CONVENTIONS AND PLATFORMS. 



4:1 



jnocrutic party. (Applause ami laughter.) Yeu, sir, the 
deftrudion of the Uemocratic party, consumii>ate<l by 
assassins now griiiiiiiig upon this floor. (Loud cries of 
" order," " order," " put iiim out," and great confubion.) 

DELAWAUE WITIIDRAWS. 

Mr. Saulstjury did not desire to occupy the attention of 
tlie Convention but for r. moment. The delef-'ates from his 
State had done all in their power to promote the harmony 
and unity of this Convention, audi it was tlieir purpose to 
continue to do so. I atn, however, instructed by tlie 
delegation to announce that they desire to be excusi-d 
from voting on any furtlier ballots or votes, unless cir- 
cumstances should alter this determination. It is our 
desire lo he left free to act or not net, their desire being 
to leave tlie question open for the consideration of their 
constituents after their return home. 

Mr. Steele, of North Carolina, briefly addressed the 
Convention, slating that he, for the present, at lea«t, 
should not retire. 

After explanations and debate, the motion "Shall the 
main (lUeslion be now put," (to go into nomination of can- 
didates for President and Vice-J.'residtnl) was carried, and 
the Convention adjourned. 

KENTUCKY WITHDRAWS IN PART. 

On Saturday (23d), Mr. Caldwell, of Kentucky, in be- 
hnlf of the delegation from thiit State, said : 

The circumstances in which we (the Kentucky Dele- 
gation) are placed are exceedingly embarrassing, and we 
liave not therefore l>een enabled to come lo an entirely 
harmonious conclusion. The result is, however, that n'ne 
of the delegates of Kentucky remain in the Convention, 
(applause.) Tliere are ten delegates who witlidraw from 
llie Convention. 

The exact character of their withdrawal is set forth in a 
single par.'graph, with their names appended, which I 
Uesu'e the Secretary to read before I sit down. There are 
five others— conijileting the delegallon~who desire for 
tlie present to s^^pend their connection with the action 
of tins Convention. I will l.dd here, that there may be 
no misunderstanding, that I myself am one of those five, 
and we have also signed a short paper, which I shall also 
isk the Secretary to read to the Convention. 

I am requested by those who withdraw from the Con- 
vention, and by tliose who suspend their action for the 
present with the Cunvention, to say that it is their wish 
tliat their seats in this Convention shall not be tilled or 
occupied by any others ; and that no one shall claim the 
right to cast their votes. The right of those remaining in 
the Convention to cast their individual vote, is not by us 
questioned in any degree. But we enter our protest 
against any one casting our vote. 

I will ask the Secretary to read the papers I have indi- 
paled, and also one wliicli a gentleman of our delegation 
has Handed me, wiiich he desires to be read. I usk that 
the three pajiers be read. 

The first paper read was signed James G. 
teach, the writer of which aniiiiadvcrted in 
rather strong terms upon the action of the Con- 
vention, in the matter of the admission and 
rejection of delegates from certain States. Tlie 
communication was regarded as disrespectful to 
the Convention, and, on motion of Mr. Tayne, 
of Ohio, it was returned to the writer. The 
Secretary then read the other two communica- 
tions from the Kentucky delegtition as follows : 

Toih&IIon. Caleb Cmhlng, President of the X'ational 
Demoarutia Convention, assembled in tlie city of 
Baltimore : 

The Democratic Convention for the State of Kentucky, 
held in the city of l''rankfort, on the 'Jth day of January, 
ISCo, anioiig others, adojitcd <he folhiv/ing resolution : 

Jlesolved, That we pledge the Democracy of Kentucky 
to an honest and industrious sujjport of the nominee of 
the Charleston Convention. 

Since the adoption of this resolution, and the assembling 
of this Convention, etsnts have transpired not then con- 
templated, notwithstanding which we have labored dili- 
gently to preserve the harmony and unity of said Con- 
vention ; but iiiscovU and disintegration have prevailed 
to such an extent that we feel that out efforts cannot 
accomplish this end. 

Therefore, without intending to Vi-cate our seats, or to 
Join or participate in any other Convention or organisa- 
tion in this city, and with the intention of again co- , 
operjiting with this Convention, should its unity and' 
liarmony be restored by any future event, we now tSe- 



ciare that we will not participate in the meantime In the 
deliberations of this Convention, nor hold ourselves or 
constituents bound by its action, but leave both at full 
liberty to act as future circumstances may dictate. 
N. W. WlLUAMSO.S, W. Brauley, 

G. A. Caldwkll, Samukl B. Fikld, 

Tnos. J. VotJJiG. 

Hesolved, That the Chairman of our delegation be 
instructed to inform the Convention in our behalf that, in 
the present condition of that body, we deem it inconsist- 
ent with our duty to ourselves and our constituents to 
participate further in its dehberations. Our reasons for 
so doing will be given to the Democracy of Kentucky. 

JSO. DlSHMA.S', L. GllKKN, 

J. S. Kkndall, 11. M. JOHKSOX, 

Jos. B. Beck, Cal. Butler, 

D. W. QUAllLES, K. NiClCKK,- 

COLBUItT Or.CIL, JAMKS G. LEACH. 

Mr. Reed, of Ky., .spoke briefly in defense ot 
the course of the nine delegates from that State, 
who remained with the Convention. 

MISSOURI DEFINES HER POSITION. 

Mr. Clark, of Missouri, announced as the re- 
sult of a consultation of a portion of the Mis- 
souri delegation, that two of tiiat delegation 
had decided to withdraw from the Convention. 

Mr. Hill, of N. C, who iiad refused to retire 
with his colleagues on the previous day, now 
announced his intention of withdrawing. 

Mr. Cessna, of Pennsylvania, called for the 
vote upon his resolution to proceed to nominate 
candidates for President and Vice-President. 

MR. CUSniNG RESIGKS TIIK CHAIR. 

Mr. Ciishing resigned his post as presiding 
officer, in a brief speecli, and left the chair. 

Gov. Tod, of Oliio, immediately assumed the 
chair, and was greeted with enthusiastic and 
hearty cheers. After order was restored, he 
said : 

As the present presiding olTicer of this Convention by 
common consent of my brother Vice-Presidents, with 
great dillidence I assume the chair. When 1 announce 
to you that for thirty-four years I have stood up in that 
district so long misrepresented by Joshua K. Uiddings, 
with the Democratic banner in niy hand (ajjplause), 1 
know that 1 shall receive the good wishes of this Conven- 
tion, at least, for the discharge of the duties of the chair. 
If there are no privileged questions intervening, the 
teecrelary will proceed wah the call of the States. 

MASSACIIUSETIS DESIKKS A HEARING. 

Mr. Duller, of JIass., addressed the chair, and desired 
to present a protest Objection was made by Mr. 
Cavanaugh, of Minnesota, and the States were culled on 
the question of proceeding to a vote for President. 
When Massachusetts was called, Mr. Butler said : Mr. 
President, 1 have the instruction of a majority of the 
delegation from .Massachusetts to present a written pro- 
test. 1 will send it to the Chair to have it read. (Calls 
to order.) And furtlier, with your leave, I desire to say 
what I tliink will be pleasant to this Convention. First, 
that, while a majority of the delegation from Massachu- 
setts do not purjiose further to partic.]>atc in the doings 
of this Convention, we desire to part, if we may, to meet 
you as friends and Democrats again. We desire to part 
in the same spirit of manly courtesy with which we came 
together. Therefore, if you will allow me, instead of 
reading to you a long document, I will state, witliin par- 
liamentary usage, e.vactly the reasons why we take the 
step we do. 

Thanking the Convention for their courtesy, allow roe 
to say thill though we have protested iigainst the action 
of this body excluding the delegates, although wu a. e not 
satisflcd v.'ith that act.on— 

We have not discussed the question, Mr. President, 
whether the action ot the Convention, in excluding cer- 
tain delegates, could be any reason for withdrawal. We 
now put our withdrawal before you, upon the simple 
ground, among others, that there has been a withdrawal 
in part of a majority of the Slates, and further (and that, 
perhaps, more personal to myself), upon the ground that 
I will not sit in a Couveutiou where theAf.ican slave- 
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trade — wliich is piracy by the laws of my country— is ap- 
provingly advocated. (Wreat sensation.) 

A portion of ilie Massaclmsetts delegation here retired. 

Mr. (Stevens, of Slaasachusetts, said— I am not ready 
at this moment to cast the vote of .Massachusetts, the 
delegation being iu cousultatiou as to their rijilits. 

The call proceeded, the cliaimau of each Con- 
vention making a speech on delivering the vote 
of his State ; and Mr. Stevens finally stated that, 
although a portion of the Massachusetts delega- 
tion had withdrawn, he was instructed by his 
remaining colleagues to cast the entire vote of 
the State. 

Mr. Kusscll, of Jfew York, withdrew the name 
of Horatio 'Seymour as a candidate. The fol- 
lowing is the result of the ballotings for Presi- 
dent: 

rniSX BALLOT. SECOND BALLOT. 

STATES. 5° 'q CJ = U o 

S f 1 *l 

I 2 3 § S 3 

Maine 5i — — .... 7 — — 

New-llamiislare.. 5 — — 5 — — 

Vermoni 5 — — ....5 — — 

Massachusetts.... 10 — — ....10 — — 

Khode Island.... 4 — ~ .... 4 — — 

Connecticut Sj 1 — Si i — 

New-Vork ''o — — 85 — — 

New-Jersey — — — — 

Teunsylvauia ...10 3 3 10 7 24 

Maryland — — .... 21- — — 

Virgmia li — — .... ii — — 

Noi til Carolina. . . 1 — — ... 1 — — 

Alabama 9 — — 9 — — 

Louisiana (i — — .... C — — 

Arkansas X i — .... li — — 

Missouri 4i — U ^ — li 

Tennessee a — — ..a — — 

Kentucky — — 41 3 — U 

Ohio 23 — — ....23 — — 

Indiana 13 — — ....13 — — 

Illinois H — — 11 — — 

Michigan 6 — — .... ti — — 

■Wisconsin 5 — — ....5 r— — 

Iowa 4 — — .... 4 — — 

Minnesota 2J- J 1 4 — — 

Total lT3i 5 iO ISli 7t 5i 

On the first l)allot, Henry A. 'Wise, of Virginia, received 
i a vote from. Maryland; ilocock, of Va., ruccivod 1 vote 
from Virginia ; Daniel S. Dickinson, i vote Irom Virghiia; 
and Horatio tftymour 1 vote from I'unnsylvania. 

Un the aunouiicenient of the lirst ballot, Mr. Church, of 
New-Vork, oUered the following : 

Jtenolvtd iinaiiiiiiouuli/, That Steplien A. Douglas, of 
the State of Illinois, having now received two-tl:irus of all 
the votes given in this Convention, is hereby declared, iu ac- 
cordance witii the rules governing this body, and in accord- 
ance with the uniform customs and rules of former Demo- 
cratic National Conventions, the regular nominee of the 
Democratic party of tlie United States, for the ollice of 
President of the United States. 

Mr. Jones, of Pennsylvania, raised tlie point of order, 
tliat the resolution proposed practically to rescind a rule 
of the Convention (reuuirhig two-thirds of a full Conven- 
tion, 20".i votes, to nominate), and could not, under the 
rules, be adopted without one day's notice. 

The Chair ruled that tl;e resolution was in order, and 
after a lengtliy and animated debate it was withdrawn till 
after another ballot shcald be taken. When the result of 
the second ballot had jeen announced, Mr. Church's re- 
solution was called up tguin and passed. 

Benj. Fitzpatrick, of Alabama, was nominated 
for Vice-President, receiving I'JSi votes, and 
Mr. William C. Alexander, of N." J., 1. [ilr. 
■ Fitzpatrick declined the nomination two days 
afterward, and the National Committee suppliud 
the vacancy, by the nomination of ilersciiel V. 
Johnson, of Georgia]. 

Gov. Wicklifre, of Louisiana, offered the following resolu 
tion as an addition to the I'latform adopted at Charleston 
litaolved, Tiiat in its accordance with the interpreta 



tlon of the Cincinnati Tlatform, that, during the existence 
of the Territorial Governments, the measure of restric- 
tion, whatever it may be, imposed by the Federal Consti 
tution on the power of the Territorial Legislature over the 
subject of the domestic relations, as the same has been, or 
shall hereafter be, finally determined by the Supreme Com t 
of the United States, should be respected by all good citi- 
zens, and enforced with promptness and fidelity by every 
branch of the General Government. 

Mr. Payne, of Ohio, moved the previous ques- 
tion, and this resolution was adopted, with only 
two dissenting votes. 

TlIK SKCKKEKS' COXVKNTIO.V. 

The delegates who had withdrawn from the 
Convention at the Front-Street Theater, to- 
gether with tlie delegations from Louisiana and 
Alabama, who were refu.-;ed admission to that 
Convention, mot at the Maryland Institute on 
Saturday the 2Sth of June. Twenty-one States 
were represented either by full or partial dele- 
gations. The States not represented at all 
were Connecticut. Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Maine, 
Michigan, New-Hampshire, New-Jersey, Ohio, 
Rhode Island, South Carolina, and Wisconsin. 

The Hon. Caleb Cushiiig, of Massachu.^eits, 
was chosen to preside, assisted by vice-pre- 
sidents and secretaries. 

Tlie Convention adopted a rule requiring a 
vote of two-tliirds of all the delegates present 
to nominate candidates for President and Vice- 
President ; also that each delegate cast tlie vote 
to which he is entitled, and that each State cast 
only the number of votes to which it is entitled 
by its actual representation in the Convention. 

The delegates irom South Carolina and 
Florida accredited to the Richmond Conven- 
tion, were invited to take seats in this. 

A committee of five, of which .Mr. Caleb 
Cushing was cliairnian, was ajipointed to ad- 
dress the Democracy of the Union upon tbe 
principles which have governed the Convention 
in making the nominations, and in vindication 
of the principles of the parly. The Convention 
also decided that ithe next Democratic 
National Convention be h(!ld at Philadelpliia. 

Mr. Avery, of N. C, chairman of Committee 
on Resolutions, reported, with the unanimous 
sanction of the Committee, the Platform re- 
ported by the majority of the Platform Com- 
mittee at Cliarlestoii, and rejected by the Con- 
vention, (see page MO) whicii was uiiaiiimotisiy 
adopted. 

Tlie Convention adopted a resolution in- 
structing the Mational Committee not to issue 
tickets of admission to their ne.xt National Con- 
vention in any case where there is a honajhk 
contestant. 

The Convention then proceeded to l)nllot ibr 
acandidate for President; and John C. Hreckin- 
ridge, of Ky., received the unanimous vote ot 
the delegates present as follows 

Vermont i| Florida 3 

.Massachusetts. 8 Alabama 9 

New-Vork .... 2 Louisiana G 

Pennsylvania.. 4 ! Mississippi ... . 7 

Maryland 4^' Texas 4 

Virginia Hi 'Arkansas 4 

North Caroliua. 8^ Missouri 1 

Georgia 10 1 

For Vice-President Gen. Joseph Lane, of 
Oregon, received the unanimous, vote of the 
Convention (10.)), on tiie first ballot. And 
then, alter listening to a speech from Mr. Yancy, 
tlie Couvention adjourned nine die. 



Tennessee Oi 

Kentucky 4i 

Minnesota 1 

California 4 

Oregon 3 
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SLAVERY IN THE COLONIES. 

Lust of gold and power was the main im- 
pulse of Spanish migration to the regions beyond 
the Atlantic. And the soft and timid Abori- 
gines of tropical America, especially of its 
islands, were first compelled to surrender what- 
ever they possesse^l of the precious metuls to 
the imperious and grasping strangers ; next 
forced to disclose to those strangers the sources 
whence they were most readily obtained ; and 
finally driven to toil and delve for more, wher- 
ever power and greed supposed they might 
most readily be obtained. From this point, the 
transition to general enslavement was ready and 
rapid. The gentle and indolent natives, unac- 
customed to rugged, persistent toil, and revolt- 
ing at the harsh and brutal severity of their 
Christian masters, had but one unfailing re- 
source — death. Through privation, hardship, 
exposure, fatigue and despair, they drooped and 
died, until millions were reduced to a few miser- 
able thousands within the first century of Span- 
ish rule in America. 

A humane and observant priest (Las Casas,) 
witnessing these cruelties and sufferings, was 
moved by pity to devise a plan for their termi- 
nation. He suggested and urged the policy of 
substituting for these feeble and perishing 
" Indians " the hardier natives of Western Af- 
rica, whom their eternal wars and marauding 
invasions were constantly exposing to captivity 
and sale as prisoners of war, and who, as a race, 
might be said to be inured to the hardships and 
degradations of Slavery by an immemorial ex- 
perience. The suggestion was unhappily ap- 
proved, and the woes and miseries of the few 
remaining Aborigines of the islands known to 
us as " West Indies," were inconsiderably pro- 
longed by exposing the whole continent for un- 
numbered generations to the evils and horrors 
of African Slavery. The author lived to per- 
ceive and deplore the consequences of bis ex- 
pedient. 

The sanction of the Pope having been ob- 
tained for the African Slave-trade by represen- 
tations which invested it with a look of philan- 
thropy, Spanish and Portuguese mercantile 
avarice was readily enlisted in its prosecution, 
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and the whole continent, Xorth and South of 
the tropics, became a Slave-mart before the 
close of the sixteenth century. 

Holland, a comparatively new and Protestant 
State, unable to shelter itself from the re- 
proaches of conscience and humanity behind a 
Papal bull, entered upon the new traffic more 
tardily ; but its profits soon overbore all scruples, 
and British merchants were not proof against the 
glittering evidences of their success. But the 
first slave ship that ever entered a North 
American port for the sale of its human mer- 
chandise, was a Dutch trading-vessel which 
landed twenty negro bondmen at Jamestown, 
the nucleus of Virginia, almost simultaneously 
with the landing of the Pilgrims of the May- 
flower on Plymouth Rock, December 22d, 1620. 

The Dutch slaver had chosen his market with 
sagacity. Virginia was settled by Cavaliers— 
gentlemen-adventurers aspiring to live by their 
own wits and other men's labor — with the neces- 
sary complement of followers and servitors. 
Few of her pioneers cherished any earnest liking 
for downright, persistent, muscular exertion ; 
yet some exertion was urgently required to clear 
away the heavy forest which all but covered tlie 
soil of the infant colony, and grow the tobacco 
which early became its staple export, by means 
of which nearly everything required by its 
people but food was to be paid for in England. 
The slaves, therefore, found ready purciiasers 
at satisfactory prices, and the success of the first 
venture induced others ; until not only Virginia 
but every part of British America was supplied 
with African slaves. 

This traffic, with the bondage it involved, had 
no justification in British nor in the early 
colonial laws ; but it proceeded, nevertheless, 
much as an importation of dromedaries to re- 
place with presumed economy our horses and 
oxen might now do. Georgia was the first 
among the colonies to resist and condemn it in 
her original charter under the lead of her noble 
founder-governor, General Oglethorpe; but 
the evil was too formidable and inveterate for 
local extirpation, and a few years saw it estab- 
lished, even in Georgia ; first evading or defy- 
ing, and at length molding and transforming the 
law. 
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It is very common at this day to speak of our 
revolutiouary struggle a3 coiiinienced and liur- 
ried forward by a union of Free and Slave 
colonies; but such is not the fact. However 
slender and dubious its legal basis, Slavery ex- 
isted in each and all of the colonics that united 
to declare and maintain their independence. 
Slaves were proportionately more numerous in 
certain portions of the South ; but they were 
held with impunity throughout the North, ad- 
vertised like dogs or horses, nnd sold at auction, 
or otherwise, as chattels. Vermont, then a ter- 
ritory in dispute between New-Hampshire and 
New- York, and with very few civilized inhabi- 
tants, mainly on its Southern and Eastern bor- 
ders, is probably the only portion of the revolu- 
tionary confederation never polluted by the 
tread of a slave. 

The spirit of liberty, aroused or intensified 
by the protracted struggle of the colonists 
against usurped and abused power in the 
mother country, soon found itself engaged in 
natural antagonism against the current form of 
domestic despotism. " How shall we complain 
of arbitrary or unlimited power exerted over us, 
while we exert a still more despotic and inex- 
cusable power over a dependent and benighted 
race V" was very fairly asked. Several suits 
were brought in Massachusetts — where the fires 
of liberty burnt earliest and brightest — to test 
the legal right of slave-holding ; and the lead- 
ing Whigs gave their money and their legal 
services to support these actions, which were 
generally, on one ground or another, success- 
ful. Efforts for an express law of emancipation, 
however, failed even in Massachusetts ; the 
Legislature, doubtless, apprehending that such 
a measure, by alienating the slave-holders, would 
increase the number and power of the Tories ; 
but in 1777, a privateer having brought a lot of 
captured slaves into Jamaica, and advertised 
them for sale, the General Court, as the Legis- 
lative Assembly was called, interfered and had 
them set at liberty. The first Continental Con- 
gress which resolved to resist the usurpations 
and oppressions of Great Britain by force, had 
already declared that our struggle would be 
"for the rights of human nature," which the 
Congress of 1770, under the lead of Thomas 
Jefferson, expanded into the noble affirmation 
of the right of " all men to life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness," contained in the immor- 
tal preamble to the Declaration of Independence. 
A like averment that " all men are born free 
and equal," was in 1780 inserted in the Massa- 
chusetts Bill of Rights ; and the Supreme 
Court of that State, in 1783, on an indictment 
of a master for assault and battery, held this 
declaration a bar to slave-holding henceforth in 
the State. 

A similar clause in the second Constitution of 
New-Hampshire was held by the courts of that 
State to secure Freedom to every child, born 
therein after its adoption. Pennsylvania, in 
1780, passed an act prohibiting the further in- 
itro'luctloii of slaves, and securing Freedom to 
iill persons born in that State thereafter. Con- 
iieciiuiit and Rhode-Island passed similar acts 
inlJ.^ K Virginia, in 1778, on motion of Mr. 
Jeffer.-<OM, prohibited the further importation of 
slaves; and in 1782, removed all legal restric- 



tions on emancipation : Maryland adopted both 
of these in 1783. North-Carolina, in 1786, de- 
clurcd the introduction of slaves into that State 
" of evil consequence, and highly impolitic," 
and imposed a duty of £5 per head thereon. 
New- York and New-Jersey followed the example 
of Virginia and Maryland, including the dotnes» 
tic in the same interdict with the foreign slave- 
trade. Neither of these States, however, de- 
clared a general emancipation until many years 
thereafter, and Slavery did not wholly cease in 
New- York until about 1830, nor in New-Jersey 
till a much later date. The distinction of Free 
and Slave States, with the kindred assumption 
of a natural antagonism between the North and 
South, was utterly unknown to the men of the 
Revolution. 

Before the Declaration of Independence, but 
during the intense ferment which preceded it, 
and distracted public attention from everything 
else. Lord Mansfield had rendered his judgment 
from the King's Bench, which expelled Slavery 
from England, and ouglit to have destroyed it 
in the colonies as well. The plaintiff in this 
famous case was James Somerset, a native of 
Africa, carried to Virginia as a slave, taken 
thence by his master to England, and there in- 
cited to resist the claim of his master to his 
services, and assert his right to liberty. In the 
first recorded case, involving the legality of 
modern Slavery in England', it was held (1677) 
that negroes, " being usually bought and sold 
among merchants as merchandise, and also 
being i7ijidels, tiiere might be a property in them 
sufficient to maintain trover." But this was 
overruled by Chief Justice Holt from the King's 
Bench (1697,) ruling that " so soon as a negro 
lands in England, he i#free;" and again, (1702) 
that " there is no such thing as a slave by the 
law of England." This judgment proving ex- 
ceedingly troublesome to planters and mer- 
chants from slave-holding colonies visiting the 
mother country with their servant3,the merchants 
concerned in the American trade, in 1729, pro- 
cured from Yorke and Talbot, the Attorney 
General and Solicitor General of the Crown, a 
written opinion that negroes, legally enslaved 
elsewhere, might be held as slaves in England, 
and that even baptism was no bar to the mas- 
ter's claim. This opinion was, in 1749, held to 
be sound law by Yorke (now Lord Hardwicke,) 
sitting as judge, on the ground that, if the con- 
trary ruling of Lord Holt we-c upheld, it would 
abolish Slavery in Jamaica or Virginia as well 
as in England ; British law being paramount in 
each. Tims the law stood until Lord Mansfield, 
in Somerset's case, reversed it with evident re- 
luctance, and after having vainly endeavored to 
bring about an accommodation between the 
parties. When delay would serve no longer, 
and a judgment nmst be rendered, Mansfield 
declared it in these memorable words : 

" We cannot direct the law : the law must direct as. 
.... The statu of Slavery is of such a nature that it U 
incapable of being introduced on any reasons, moral or 
political, but only by poiiitive law, which preserves its 
force long after the reasons, occasion, and time Itself 
whence it was created, is erased from the memory. It is 
so odious that nothing can be suflicieiit to support it but 
positive law. Whatever inconveniences, therefore, may 
follow from the decision, I cannot say that this case is 
allowed or approved by the law of England, and there- 
fore the black must be discharged." 
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The naturnl, if not necessary, effect of this 
decision on Slavery in these colonies had their 
connection with the mother country been con- 
tinued, is sufficiently obvious. 

SLAVERY UNDEa THE CONFEDERATION. 

The disposition or management of unpeopled 
territories, pertaining to the thirteen recent 
colonies now confederated as independent 
States, early became a subject of solicitude 
and of bickering among those States, and in 
Congress. By the terms of their charters, 
some of the colonies had an indefinite extension 
westwardly, and were only limited by the power 
of the grantor. Many of these charters con- 
flicted with each other — the same territory 
being included within the limits of two or more 
totally distinct colonies. As the expenses of 
the Revolutionary struggle began to bear 
heavily on the resources of the States, it was 
keenly felt by some that their share in the 
advantages of the expected triumph would be 
less than that of others. Massachusetts, Cou- 
necticiit, New-York, Virginia, North Carolina, 
and Georgia, laid claim to spacious dominions 
outside of their proper boundaries ; while New- 
Hampshire (save in Vermont), Rhode L«Iand, 
New-Jersey, Maryland, Delaware, and South 
Carolina, possessed no such boasted resources 
to meet the war-debts constantly augmenting. 
They urged, therefore, with obvious justice, 
that these unequal advantages ought to be 
surrendered, and all the lands included within 
the territorial limits of the Union, but outside 
of the pioper and natural boundaries of the 
several States, respectively, should be ceded to, 
and held by. Congress, in trust for the common 
benefit of all the States, and their proceeds em- 
ployed in satisfaction of the debts and liabilities 
of the Confederation, This reasonable requisi- 
tion was ultimately, but with some reservations, 
responded to. 

The IXth Continental Congress, under the Ar- 
ticles of Confederation, assembled at Philadel- 
phia, Nov. 3, 1783, but adjourned next day to 
Annapolis, Md. The House was soon left without 
a quorum, and so continued most of the time — 
of course, doing no business — till the 1st of 
March, 1784, when the delegates from Virginia, 
in pursuance of instructions from the Legisla- 
ture of that State, signed the conditional deed 
of cession to the Confederation of her clainis to 
territory northwest of the Ohio River. New- 
York, Connecticut, and Massachusetts had al- 
ready made similar concessions to the Confede- 
ration of their respective claims to territory 
westward of their present limits. Congress 
hereupon appointed Messrs. Jefferson of Vir- 
ginia, Chase of Maryland, and Howell of Rhode 
Island, a Select Committee to report a Plan of 
Government for the Western Territory. This 
plan, drawn up by Thomas JeHer.«;on, provided 
ibr the government of all the Western terri- 
tory, including that portion which had not yet 
been, but which, it was reasonably expected, 
would be, surrendered to the Confederation by 
the States of North C'trolina and Georgia (and 
which now forms the States of Tennessee, 
Alabama and Mississippi), as well as that which 
had already been conceded by the more 
northern States. 



The report of the committee was in the 
following words : 

THE JEFFERSONIAN ORDINANCE, 1784. 

Resolved, That the territory ceded, or to te ceded 
'by inditidual States to the United States, whensoever 
the same shall have been purchased of the Indian 
inliabitants <and offered for sale by the United States, 
shall be formed into additional States, bounded in the 
following trianner, as nearly as such cessions will admit : 
that is to say, northwardly and southwardly by parallels 
of latitude, so that each State shall comprehend from 
south to north, two degrees of latitude, beginning to 
count from the completion of thirty-one degrees north of 
the equator ; [the then southern boundary of the U. S.] 
but any territory northwardly of the forty-seventh degree 
shall malce part of the State next below. And eaat- 
wardly and westwardly they shall be bounded, those on 
the Mississippi, by that river on one side, and the meri- 
dian of the lowest point of the rapids of the Ohio on the 
other; and those adjoining on the east, by the same 
meridian on their western side, and on their eastern by 
the meridian of the western cape of the mouth of the 
Great Kanawha. And the territory eastward of this last 
meridian, between the Ohio, Lake £rie, and I'eunsyl- 
vania, stiall be one State. 

That the settlers within the territory so to be pur- 
chased and olfered for sale shall, either on their own 
petition or on the order of Congress, receive authority 
from them, with appointments of time and place, for 
their free males of full age to meet together for the pur- 
pose of establishing a temporary government, to adopt 
the constitution and laws of any one of these Stales, so 
that such laws nevertlieless shall be. subject to alter.a- 
tion by their ordinary Legislature, and to erect, subject 
to a lilse alteration, counties or townships for the elec- 
tion of members for their Legislature. 

That such temporary government shall only continue in 
force in any Slate until itshaU have acquired twenty thou- 
sand free inliabitants, wiien, giving due proof tliereof to 
Congress, they shall receive from them authority, with 
appointments of time and place, to call a convention of 
representatives to establish a permanent constitution 
and government for themselves : Provided, That botli 
the ttmiwrary and jtermanent governments he estab- 
lished, on these principles an their basis: 

1. That they shall forever remain a part of the 
United States of America. 

2. Tliat in their persona, property, and territory, 
they sh.iU be subject to tlie Government of the United 
States in Congress ,issemblcd, and to the Articles of 
Confederation in all those cases in which the original 
States shall be so subject. 

8. Tliat tliey shall be subject to pay a part of the 
Federal debts, contracted or to be conti-acted, to be 
apportioned on them by Congress, according to the same 
common rule and measure by which apportionmenta 
thereof sliail be made on the other States. 

4. Tliat their respective governments shall be in 
republican forms, and shall admit no person to be a 
citizen who holds a hereditary title. 

5. That after the year ISOO of the Chrintian era, 
there shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servi- 
tude in any of the said States, otherwise tlian In 
punishment of crimes, wliereof the party shall have 
been duly convicted to have been personally guilty. 

Tliat whenever any of the said States shall have, of 
free inhabitants, as many as shall then be in any one of 
the least numerous of the thirteen original States, such 
State shall be admitted, by its Delegates, into the Con- 
gress of the United States, on an equal footing with the 
said original States ; after which the assent of two-thirda 
of the United States, in Congress assembled, shall be 
requisite in all those cases wherein, by the Confederation, 
the assent of nine States is now required, provided the 
consent of nine States to such admission may be ob- 
tivined according to the eleventh of the Articles of 
Confederation. Until such admission by their Delegates 
into Congress, any of the said States, after the establish- 
ment of their temporary government, shall have autho- 
rity to keep a sitting member in Congress, w itli a right 
of debating, but not of voting. 

That the territory northward of the forly-flfth degree, 
that is to say, of the completion of forty-Ove degrees 
from the equ.itor, and extending to the Lake of the 
Woods, shall be cMei Sylvania ; that of the tcrKtory 
under the forty-fifth and forty-fourth degress, that which 
lies westward of Lake Michigan, shall he culled Midii- 
gania; and that which is eastward thereof, within the 
peninsula formed by the lakes and waters of Micliigaii, 
Huron, St. Clair, and Erie, ahall be called Ohersonesus, 
and shall include any part of the peninsula which may 
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extend above the forty.fifth degree. Of the territory 
under the forty-third and forty-second degrees, that to 
the westward, through wliich the Assenisipi or Rock Kiver 
runs, shall be called Ansenisipia ; and that to the 
eastward, in which are the fountains of the Muskingum, 
the two Miamies of the Ohio, the Wabash, the Illinois, 
the Miami of the Lake, and the Sandusky rivers, shall be 
called Metropotamia. Of the territory which lies under 
the forty-first and fortieth degrees, the western, through 
which the river Illinois runs, shall be called Jllinma ; 
that ne.NC adjoining to the eastward, Saratoga; and 
that between this last and Pennsylvania, and extending 
from the Ohio to Lake Erie, shall be called Washin-jtm. 
Of the territory which lies under the thirty-ninth and 
thirty-eighth degrees, to which shall be added so much 
of the point of land within the fork of the Ohio and Mis- 
sissippi as lies under the thirty-seventh degree ; that to 
the westward, "within and adjacent to which are the 
confluences of the rivers Wabash, Shawanee, Tanisce, 
Ohio, Illinois, Mississippi, and Missouri, shall be called 
Polypotamia ; and that to the eastward, further up the 
Ohio, otherwise called the I'elisipi, shall be called 
Pelisipia. 

That all t^e preceding articles shall be formed 
into a charter of compact, shall be duly executed by 
the President of the United States, in Congress assem- 
bled, under his hand and the seal of the United States, 
ahall be promulgated, and shall stand as fundamental 
conditions between the thirteen original States and 
those newly described, unalterable but by the joint 
consent of the United States, in Congress fissembled, 
and of the particular State within which such alteration 
is proposed to be made. 

April 10, this reported plan came up for 
consideraiion in Congress. Mr. Spuiglit of X. 
C. moved that the 5tli proposition (prohibiting 
Slavery after the year 1800) be stricken out of 
the plan of ordinance, and Mr. Uead of S. C. 
seconded the motion. The question was put in 
this form : " Shall the words moved to be 
stricken out stand?" and on this question the 
Ayes and Noes were taken, and resulted as 
follows : 

N. Hampshire Mr. Foster, ay | . 

Mr. Blanchard, ay ) 

ILlSSACHCSETTS Mr. Gerrv, ay ( 

Mr. I'artiidge, ay J^** 

Rhode Island Mr. Ellery ay [ 

Mr. Howell ay ) -"^y* 

CosNfXTrci'T Mr. Sherman, ay ( ^„ 

Mr. M ud.-w.irtli, ay ) '^i'' 

New-York .Mr. De Wiit, ay ( . , 

Mr. Paine, ay C^l^- 

NEW-.lERSKr sir. Dick ay r* 

Pksssylvania .Mr. .Miillin, ay | 

Mr. Montgomery, ay VA;/. 

Mr. Hand, ay ) 

Mabtland -Mr. .Mcllenry, no / ,r,. 

Mr. Stone no 1 

VIBGISIA .Mr. Jefferson, ay , 

Mr. Hardy, no 

Mr. Mercer, no ' 

N. Carolina Mr. Williamson, ay ( n,W/7.,^ 

Mr. Spaight no ]^'-^^<'e^ 

S. Cabolisa Sir. Head, no » 

Mr. Beresford, no i^'^' 

Here we find the voles sixteen in favor of Mr. 
Jcfl'erson's restriction to barely xeven against it, 
and the States divided six in favor to three 
against it. But the Articles of Confederation 
(Art. IX.) required an affirmative vote of a 
majority of all the States — that is, a vote of 
seven States — to carry a proposition; so this 
clause was defeated through the absence of one 
delegate from New-Jersey, in spite of a vote of 
more than two to one in its favor. Had the 
New-Jersey delegation been full, it must, to a 
moral certainty, have prevailed ; had Delaware 
then been represented, it would probably have 
been carried, even without New-Jersey. Yet, 
it is this vote, so given and recorded, that Mr. 
Douglas in his " Harper" essay claims as sus- 

* No qaonun. 
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taining his views of " non-intervention bj 
Congress." 

The Ordinance, thus depleted, after undergo- 
ing some further amendments, was finally ap- 
proved April 23d — all the delegates, but those 
from South Carolina, voting in the affirmative. 

In 1787, the last Continental Congress, sit- 
ting in New-York simultaneously with the 
Conventioii at Philadelphia which framed our 
Federal Constitution, took up the subject of the 
government of the Western Territory, raising a 
Committee thereon, of which Nathan Dane, of 
Mas.sachusetts, was Chairman. That Committee 
reported (July lltii), "An Ordinance for the 
government of the Territories of the United 
States, Northwest of the Ohio" — the larger area 
contemplated by Mr. Jefferson's bill not having 
been ceded by the Southern States claiming 
dominion over it. This bill embodied many of 
tlie provisions originally drafted and reported 
by Mr. Jefterson, but with some modification?, 
and concludes with six unalterable articles of 
perpetual compact, the last of them as follows : 

"There shall be neither Slavery nor involunt.-.iy 
servitude, in the s.aid Territory, otherwise than in 
punishment of crimes, whereof the parties shall be duly 
convicted." 

To this was added, prior to its passage, the 
stipulation for the delivery of fugitives from 
labor or service, soon after embodied in the 
Federal Constitution ; and in this shape, the 
entire ordinance was adopted (July 13th) by a 
unanimous vote, Georgia and the Carolinas 
concurring. 

UNDER THE CONSTITUTION. 

The old Articles of Confederation having 
proved inadequate to the cieation and main- 
tenance of a capable and efficient national or 
central authority, a Convention of Delegates 
from the several States, was legally assembled 
in Philadelphia, in 1787 — George Wasiiiiigton, 
President ; and the result of its labors was our 
present Federal Constitution, though some 
amendments mainly of the nature of restrictions 
on Feiieral power, were proposed by the several 
State Conventions assembled to pass upon that 
Constitution, and adopted. The following are 
all the provisions of that instrument, wliich are 
presumed to bear upon the subject of Slavery : 

(Preamble): We, the people of the United States, in 
order to form a more perfect Union, establish justice, 
insure domestic tranquillity, provide for the common 
defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the 
blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do 
ordain and establish this Constitution for the United 
States of America. 

Art. I. § 1. All legislative powers herein granted, shall 
be vested in a Congress of the United States, which 
shall consist of a Senate and House of Uepresentatives. 

§2 Representatives and direct taxes simll be 

apportioned among the several States which may be 
included within this Union, according to their respective 
numbers, which shall be determined, by adding to the 
whole number of free persons, including those bound to 
servitude for a term of years, and excluding Indians not 
taxed, threc-Ofths of all other persons. 

§ 9. The migration or importation of such persons as 
any of the States now existing shall think proper to 
admit, shall not be prohibited by the Congress prior to 
the year ISOS ; but a tax or duty may be imposed, not 
exceeding ten dollars on each person. 

The privilege of the writ of habeas corpus shall not 
be suspended, unless when, in cases of rebellioa or 
Invasion, the public safety may require it. 

No bill of attainder or ex post facto laws ohaU be 
passed. 

Art. III. i 8. TreaaoD figalnst the United Statei 
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shall consisii only in levying war against ttiem, or in ad- 
hering to tlieir eaemies, giving them aid and comfort. 

Art. IV. § 2. The citizens of each State shall be en- 
titled to all the privileges of citizens, in the several 
States. 

No person held to service or labor in one State, 
under the laws thereof, escaping into another, shall, in 
consequence of any law or regulation therein, be dis- , 
cliarged from such service or labor, but shall be de- 
livered up on claim of the party to whom such service 
or labor may be due. 

The Congress shall have power to dispose of and 
make all needful rules and regulations respecting the 
territory or other property belonging to the United 
tjiates : and nothing in this Constitution shall be so con- 
strued as to prejudice any claims of the United States, 
or of any particular Slate. 

§ 4. The United States shall guarantee to every 
State in this Union a republican form of government, 
and shall protect each of them against invasion ; and on 
application of tlie legislature, or of the executive when 
tlie legislature cannot be convened, against domestic 
violence. 

Art. VI. This Constitution, and the laws of the 
United States, which shall be made in pursuance thereof, 
and all the treaties made, or whiih shall be made, under 
the authority of the United States, shall be the supreme 
law of the land ; and the judges in every State shall be 
bound therel)y, anything in the Constitution or laws of 
any State to the contrary notwithstanding. 

The above are all — and perhaps more than 
all— the clauses of the Constitution, that have 
been quoted on one side or the other as bear- 
ing upon tlie subject of Slavery. 

It will 1)0 noted that the word " slave " or 
"slavery " does not appear therein. Mr. Madi- 
6on, who was a leading and observant member 
of the ConvDntion, and who took notes of its 
daily proceedings, affirms that this silence was 
designed— the Convention being unwilling that 
the Constitution of the United States should 
recognize property in human beings. In pas- 
sages where slaves are presumed to be contem- 
plated, they are uniformly designated as " per- 
sons," never as property. Contemporary his- 
tory proves that it was the belief of at least a 
large portion of the delegates that Slavery 
could not long survive the filial stoppage of the 
slave-trade, which was expected to (and did) 
occur in 1808, And, were Slavery this day 
banished forever from the country, there might, 
indeed, be some superfluous stipulations in the 
Federal compact or charter ; but there are none 
which need be repealed, or essentially modi- 
fied. 

A direct provision for the restoration of 
fugitive slaves to their masters was, at least 
once, voted down by the Convention. Finally, 
the clause respecting persona " held to service 
or labor," was proposed by Mr. Butler, of South 
Carolina, and adopted with little or no opposi- 
tion. 

The following, among the amendments to 
the Constitution, proposed by the ratifying con- 
ventions of one or more States, and adopted, 
are supposed by some to bear on the questions 
now agitated relative to Slavery : 

Art. I. Congress shall make no law respecting nn 
establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exer- 
cise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of 
the Press, or of the rights of the people peacefully to 
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances. 

Art. II. A well-regulated militia being necessary to 
he security of a free State, the right of the people to 
.i:eep and bear arms shall not be infringed. 

Art. V. No persons shall be . . . . deprived of life, 
liberty, or property, without due process of law ; nor 
shall private property be taken for public use without 
just compensatioi. 



CESSIONS OP SOUTHERN TERRITORT, 

The State of Kentucky was set off from the 
State of Virginia in 1790, by mutual agree- 
ment, and admitted into the Union by act of 
Congress, passed February 4th, 1791 ; to take 
efl'ect June 1st, 1792. It was never a territory 
of the United States, nor under Federal juris- 
diction, except as a State, and inherited 
Slavery from the *' Old Dominion." 

The State of North Carolina, like several 
others, claimed, during and after the Revolu- 
tion, that her territory extended westward to 
the Mississippi. 

Oil the 22d of December, 1799— one month 
after the ratification of the Federal Constitution 
— North Carolina passed an act, ceding, on cer- 
tain conditions, all her territory west of her 
present limits to the United States. Among 
the conditions exacted by her, and agreed to 
by Congress (Act approved April 2ad, 1790) is 
the following : 

Pi-ovided ahcays, that no regulations made, or to 
be made, by Congress shall tend to emancipate slaves. 

Were it not then conceded that Congress 
had the power to make regulations for the 
territories which would " tend to emancipate 
slaves," this proviso would be utterly meaning- 
less. 

Georgia, in like manner, ceded (April 2nd, 
1S02) the territories lying west of her present 
limits, now forming the States of Alabama and 
Mississippi. Among the conditions exacted by 
her, and accepted by the United States, is the 
following; 

Fifthly. That the territory thus ceded shall become 
a State, and be admitted into the Union as soon as it 
shall contain sixty thousand free inhabitants, or, at an 
earlier period, if Congress shall think it expedient, on 
the same conditions and restrictionSj with the same 
privileges, and in the same manner, as is provided in the 
ordinance of Congress of the Wth day of July, 17S7, for 
the government of the Western territory of the United 
States ; which ordinance shall, in all its parts, extend to 
the territory contained in the present act of cession, the 
article only excepted which forbids slavery. 

EARLY ATIiJMPTS TO OVERRIDE THE ORDIXASCE. 

When Ohio (1802-3) was made a State, the 
residue of the vast regions originally conveyed 
by the ordinance of '87 was continued under 
Federal pupilage, by the name of "Indiana 
Territory," whereof Wni. Henry Harrison (since 
President) was appointed Governor. It was 
quite commonly argued that, though Slavery f 
was injurious in the long run, yet, as an expe- ' 
dient while clearing away the heavy forests, 
opening settlements in the wilderness, and sur- 
mounting the inevitable hardships and priva- 
tions of border life, it might be tolerated, and 
even regarded with favor. Accordingly, the 
new Territory of Indiana made repeated efforts 
to procure a relaxation in her favor of the re- 
strictive clause of the Ordinance of '87, one of 
them through the instrumentality of a Conven- 
tion assembled in 1802-3, and presided over by 
the Territorial Governor ; f i he, with the great 
body of his fellow-delegates, memorialized Con- 
gress, among other things, to suspend tempor- 
arily the operation of tiie sixth article of the 
Ordinance aforesaid. This memorial was re- 
i ferred in the House to a select committee of 
I three, two of them from Slaje States, with the 
I since celebrated John Randolph as chairman. 
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On the 2ndof Marcb, 1803, Mr. Kandolph made 
what appears to have been a unanimous report 
from this Committee, of which we give so much 
us relates to Slavery — as follows : 

The rapid population of the State of Ohio sufficiently 
evinces, in the opinion of your Committee, that the labor 
of slaves is not necessary to promote the growth and 
settlement of colonies in that region ; that 'this labor— 
demonstrably the dearest of any— can only be employed 
in the cultivation of products more valuable than any 
known to that quarter of the United States ; that tlie 
Committee deem it highly dangerous and inexpedient to 
impair a provision wisely calculated to promote the hap- 
piness and prosperit of the northwestern country, and 
to give strength and security to that extensive frontier. 
In the salutary operation of this sagacious and benevo- 
lent restraint, it is believed that the inhabitants of Indi- 
ana will, at no very distant day, find ample remunera- 
tion for a temporary privation of labor, and of emigra- 
tion. 

Thfi Committee proceed to discuss other sub- 
jects set forth in the prayer of the memorial, 
and conclude with eight resolves, whereof the 
only one relating to Slavery is as follows : 

.Resolved, That it is inexpedient to suspend, for a 
Hmited time, the operation of the sixth article of the 
compact between the original States and the people and 
States west of the river Ohio. 

This Report having been made at the close 
I of the Session, was referred at the next to a 
I new Committee, whereof Cassar Rodney, a new 
! Representative from Delaware, was Chairman. 

Mr. xlodney, from this Committee, repoited 

(February 17 th, 1804), 

That, taking into their consideration the facts 
stated in the said memorial and petition, they are in- 
duced to believe that a qualified suspension, for a limit- 
ed time, of the sixth article of compact between the 
original States and the people and States west of the 
river Oliio, raiglit be productive of benefit and advan- 
tage to said Territory. 

The Report goes ou to discuss the other 
topics embraced in the Indiana memorial, and 
concludes with eight resolves, of which the first 
(and only one relative to Slavery) is as follows : 

Jtfsolved, That the sixth article of the Ordinance of 
1T8T, wliicti prohibited Slavery within the said Territory, 
be suspended in a qualified manner, for ten years, bo as 
to permit the introduction of slaves, born within the 
United States, from any of the individual States ; pro- 
dded, tliat such individual State does not permit tlie 
importation of slaves from foreign countries : and pro- 
vided, further, that tlie descendants of all sucli slaves 
shall, if males, be free at tlie age of twenty-five years, 
and, if females, at tlie age of iwenty-one years. 

The House took no action on this Report. 

The original memorial from Indiana, with 
several additional memorials of like purport, 
was again, in 18u5-6, referred by the House to 
a select committee, wliereol' Mr. Garnett of Vir- 
ginia was cliairman, who, on tlio 14tli of Febru- 
ary, 1806, made a report in favor of the prayer 
of the petitioners — as follows : 

That, having attentively considered the facts stated 
!a the said petitions and memorials, they are of opinion 
that 0. qualified suspension, for a limited time, of the 
sixth article of the compact between the original States, 
and the people and States west of the river Ohio, would 
be beneficial to the people of the Indiana Territory. 
The suspension of this article is an object almost unlver- 
lally desired in that Territory. 

After discussing other subjects embodied in 
the Indiana memorial, the Committee close with 
a series of Resolves, which they commend to 
the adoption of the House. The first and only 
one germane to our subject is as follows : 

Resolved, That the sixth article of the Ordinance of 
17S7,nliicli prohibits Slavery within the Indiana Territory, 
btt ttuspeuiled lor ten years, so as to permit the introduc- 



tion of slaves, born within the United States, from any ol 
flie individual States. 

This report and resolve were committed and 
made a special order on the Monday following, 
but were never taken into consideration. 

At the next session, a fresh letter from Gov. 
William Henry Harrison, inclosing resolves of 
the Legislative Council and House of Represen- 
tatives in favor of suspending, for a limited pe- 
riod, the sixth article of compact aforesaid, was 
received (Jan. 21st, 1807) and referred to a Se- 
lect Committee, whereof Mr. B. Parke, delegate 
from said Territory, was made Chairman. The 
entire Committee (Mr. Nathaniel Macon, of K. 
C, being now Speaker,) consisted of 
Ukssrs. Alstok, of N. 0. ItHBA, of Tenn. 

Masters, of N. Y. Sandfobd, of Ky. 

MoBROW, of Ohio. Triqo, of Ya. 

Parke, of Ind. 

Mr. Parke, from this Committee, made (Feb. 
12th,) d third Report to the House in lavor of 
granting the prayer of the memorialists. 

This report, with its predecessors, was com- 
mitted, and made a special order, but never 
taken into consideration. 

The same letter of Gen. Harrison, and resolves 
of the Indiana Legislature, were submitted to 
the Senate, Jan. 21st, 1807. They were laid on 
the table *' for consideration," and do not ap- 
pear to have even been referred at that session ; 
but at the next, or first session of the fourth 
Congress, which convened Oct. 26th, 1807, the 
President (Nov. 7th) submitted a letter from 
Gen. Harrison and his Legislature— whether a 
new or old one does not appear — and it was now 
referred to a Select Committee, consisting of 
Messrs. J. Franklin, of N. C, Kitchel, of N. J., 
and Tiffin, of Ohio. 

Nov. 13th, Mr. Franklin, from said committee, 

reported as follows : 

The Legislative Council and House of Representii- 
tives, in their resolutions, express tlieir sense of the pro- 
priety of introducing Slavery Into their Territory, and 
solicit the Congress of tlie United States to suspend, for 
a given number of years, the sixth article of compact, 
in the ordinance for the government of tlie Territory 
nortliwest of the Ohio, passed on the 13ili day of July, 
17ST. That article declares : " There shall be neitlier 
Slavery nor involuntary servitude witliin the said Ter- 
ritory." 

The citizens of Clark County, in their remonstrance, 
express their sense of the impropriety of the measure, 
and solicit the Congress of the United States not to act 
on the subject, so as to permit the Introduction of slaves 
into the Territory; at least, until their population shall 
entitle them to form a Constitution and State Govern, 
ment. 

Your Committee, after duly considering the matter, re- 
spectfully suiiniit the fuliowiug resolution : 

Resolved, Tliat it is not expedient at this time to sus* 
pend the sixth article of compact for the governinent of 
the Territory of tlie United Slates northwest of tbd river 
Ohio. 

And here ended, so far as we have been able 
to discover, the effort, so long and earnestly 
persisted in, to procure a suspension of the re- 
striction in the Ordinance of 1787, so as to 
admit Slavery, for a limited term, into the Ter« 
ritory lying between the Ohio and Mississippi 
rivers, now forming the States of Ohio, Indiana; 
Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin. 

THE FIRST MISSOURI STRUGGLE. 

The vast and indefinite Territory known aa 
Louisiana, was ceded by France to the United 
States in the year 180r for the sum of $15,000,- 
000, of which $3,760,000 was devoted to the 
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payment of American claims on France. This 
territory had just before been ceded by Spain to 
France without pecuniary consideration. Slave- 
holding had long been allowed therein, alike 
under Spanish and French rule, and the Treaty 
of Cession contained the following stipulation: 

Art. III. The inliabitants of the ceded Territory 
shiill be incorporated into the Union of the United States, 
und admitted as soon as possible, according to the prin- 
ciples of tlie Federal Constitution, to the enjoyment of 
all tlie rights, advantages and immunities of citizens of 
the United States ; and in the meantime they shall be 
maintained and protected in the free enjoyment of 
their liberty, properly, and the religion which they 
profess. 

The State of Louisiana, embodying the south- 
ern portion of this acquired territory, was re- 
cognized by Congress in 1811, and fully admit- 
ted in 1812, with a State Constitution. Those 
who chose to dwell among the inhabitants of 
the residue of the Louisiana purchase, hence- 
forth called Missouri Territory, continued to 
hold slaves in its sparse and small but increas' 
ing settlements, mainly in its southeastern quar 
ter, and a pro-Slavery Court — perhaps any Court 
— would undoubtedly have pronounced Slavery 
legal anywhere on its vast expanse, from the 
Mississippi to the crests of the Rocky Mountains, 
if not beyond them, and from the Red River of 
Louisiana to the Lake of the Woods. 

The XVth Congress assembled at Washington, 
on Monday, Dec. 1st, 1817. Henry Clay was 
chosen Speaker of the House. Mr. John Scott 
appeared on the 8th, as delegate from Missouri 
Territory, and was admitted to a seat as sucli 
On the 16th of March following, he presented 
petitions of sundry inhabitants of Missouri, in 
addition to simitar petitions already presented 
by him, praying for the admission of Missouri 
into the Union as a State, which were, on nio 
tion, referred to a Select Committee, consist 
ing of 

Messrs. Scntt, of Mo, ; Poindexter, of Miss. ; Robert' 
son, of Ky. ; Hendricks, of Ind. ; Livermore, of M. 11. 
Mills, of Mass. ; Baldwin, of Pa. 

April 3d, Mr. Scott, from, this Committee, re 
ported a bill to authorize the people of Missouri 
Territory to form a Constitution and State 
Government, and for the admission of such 
State into the Union on an equal footing with 
the original States ; which bill was read the first 
and second time, and sent to the Committee of 
the Whole, where it slept for the remainder of 
the session. 

That Congress convened at Washington for its 
second session, on the 16th of November, 1818, 
Feb. 18th, the House went into Committee of 
the Whole — Gen. Smith, of Md., in the Chair 
and took up the Missouri bill aforesaid, which 
was considered through that sitting, as also that 
of the l.ith, when several amendments were 
adopted, the most important of which was the 
following, moved in Committee by Gen. James 
Tiilliiiadge, of Duchess county, New-York, 
. (lately deceased) : 

And provided afeo, That the further introduction of 
Slavery or involuntary servitude bu prohibited, except 
for tlic punishment of crimes, whereof the party shall be 
duly convicted : and that all children of slaves, born 
witiiin the said State, after the admission thereof into the 
Union, shall be free, but may be held to service until the 
age of twenty-five years. 

On coming out of Committee, the Yeas and 
Nays were called on the question of agreeing 



to this amendment, which was sustained by the 
following vote : [taken first on agreeing to so 
much of it as precedes and includes the word 
"convicted."] 

Yeas— For tli4 RestricUon : 

New-York 2? 

New-Jersey !> 

Pennsylvania 20 

Ohio 5 

Indiana 1 

Delaware 1 

Total Yeas 87—- only one (Delaware) from a 
Slave State. 

JVaya — Against iho Restriction: 



New-Hampshire 4 

Massachusetts 15 

Rhode Island 1 

Connecticut 7 

Vermont 5 



Massachusetts 8 

New-York 8 

New-Jersey 1 

New-Hampsliire 1 

Ohio 1 

Illinois 1 

Delaware 1 

Maryland 9 



Virginia 18 

North Carolina 13 

South Carolina 6 

Georgia 4 

Kentucky 9 

Tennessee 4 

Mississippi 1 

Louisiana 1 



Total Nays, 76—10 from Free States, 66 from 
Slave States. 

The House now proceeded to vote on the 
residue of the reported amendment (from the 
word " convicted " above), which was likewise 
sustained. — Yeas, 82 ; Nays, 78. 

So the whole amendment — as moved by Gen. 
Tallmadge in Committee of the Whole, and 
there carried — was sustained when reported to 
the House. 

Mr. Storrs, of New York (opposed to the Re- 
striction), now moved the striking out of so 
nnich of the bill as provides that the new State 
shall be admitted into the Union " on an equal 
footing with the original States " — which, he 
contended, was nullified by the votes jusi, taken. 
The House negatived the motion. 

Messrs. Desha, of Ky., Cobb, of Ga., and 
Rhea, of Tenn., declared against the bill as 
amended. 

Messrs. Scott, of Mo., and Anderson, of Ky., 
preferred the bill as amended, to none. 

The House ordered the biilj as amended, to 
a third reading ; Yeas, 98 ; Nays, 56. The bill 
thus passed the House next day, and was sent 
to the Senate. 

The following sketch of the debate on this 
question (Feb. 15th) is condensed from that 
in the Appendix to Niles's Register, vol. xvi. 

HOUSE OF UEPRKSENTATIVES, FEB. 15, 1819. 

Mr, Tallmadge, of New York, having moved 
the following aiiieiidinent on the Saturday pre- 
ceding— 

" And provided that the introduction of Slavery, or 
involuntary nercitude, he prohibited, except for the 
punishment of crimes, whereof the party has been duly 
convi'ited ; and that all children bom within the said 
State, after the admission thereof into the Union, shall 
be declaredfree at the ag-- of 25 years," 

Mr, Fuller, of Massachusetts, argued that, to effect a con- 
cert of interests, it was projier to make concessions. The 
States where Slavery existed not only claimed the right to 
continue it, but it was manifest that a general emancipa- 
tion of slaves could not be asked of them. Their political 
existence would have been in jeopardy ; both masters and 
slaves must have been involved la the most fatal conse- 
quences. 

To guard against such intolerable evils, it is provided in 
the Constitution, " that the migration or importation of 
such persons, as any of the existing States think proper 
to admit, shall not be prohibited till 1808.— Art. 1, sec. 9. 
And it is provided elsewhere, that persons held to service 
by the laws of any State, shall be given up by other 
States, to which they may have escaped, etc.— Art. 4, sec. 2. 
These provisions effectually recoguized the right in tho 
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States, which, at tho time of framing the Constitutior^ held 
the blacks in Slavery, to cmtinm so to hold them until 
they should think proper to meliorate their condition. 
The Constitution is a compact among all the States then 
existing, by which certain priacipies of government are 
established for the whole, and for each individual State. 
Tlie predominant piinclple in both respects is, that 
ALL MES Aim FREE, and have an equal bight to libekty, 
and all t)ther privileges ; or, in other words, the pre- 
dominant principle is repoblicasism, in its largest sense. 
But, then, the same compact contains certain excep- 
tions. The States then holding slaves are permitted, 
from the necessity of the case, and for the sake of union, 
to exclude the republican principle so far, and only 
80 far, as to retain their slaves in servitude, and also their 
progeny, as had been the usage, until they should think It 
proper or safe to conform to the pure principle, by abolish- 
ing Slavery. The compact contains on Its face the 
general principle and the exceptioiui. But the attempt 
to extend Slavery to the 7iew Ht^ates, is In direct violation 
of the clause which guarantees a republican form of gov- 
emment to all the States. This clause, indeed, must be 
construed in connection with the exceptions before men- 
tioned ; but It cannot, without violence, be applied to any 
other States than those In which Slavery was allowed at 
the formation of the Constitution. 

The Speaker (Clay) citei the first clause In the 2d 
section of the 4th article— "The citizens of each State 
shall be entitled to all the privileges and immunities of 
citizens of the several States," which he thinks would be 
violated by the condition proposed In the Constitution of 
Missouri. To keep slaves — to make one portion of the 
population the projwrty of another — liardly deserves to be 
called a privilege, since \«ha.t is gained by the masters 
must be lost by the slaves. But, Independently of this 
consideration, I think the observations already oCfered to 
the committee, showing that holding the black population 
in servitude is an exception to the general principles of 
the Constitution, and cannot be allowed to extend beyond 
the fair import of the terms by which that exception Is 
provided, are a sufhcient answer to the objection. The 
gentleman proceeds In the same train of reasoning, and 
asks. If Congress can require one condition, how many 
tnore can required, and where these conditions will 
tnd ? With regard to a republican constitution. Congress 
r.re obliged to require that condition, and that is enough 
for the present question; but I contend, further, that 
Congress has a right, at their discretion, to require any 
other reasonable condition. Several others were required 
of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Mississippi. The State of 
Loaisiana,_which was a part of the territory ceded to us at 
the same time with Missouri, was required to provide in 
her Constitution for trials by jury, the writ of habeas cor- 
pus, the principles of civil and religious liberty, with 
several others, peculiar to that. Slate. These, certainly, 
are none of them more indispensable ingredients in a re- 
publican form of government than the equality of privi- 
leges of all the population ; yet these have not been denied 
to be reasonable, and warranted by the National Consti- 
tution In the admission of new States 

One gentleman, however, has contended against the 
amendment, because it abridges the rights of the slave- 
holdmg States to transport their slaves to the new States, 
for sale or otherwise. This argument is attempted to be 
enforced in various ways, and particularly by the clause 
in the Constitution last cited. It admits, however, 
of a very clear answer, by recurring to the 9th sec- 
tion of article 1st, which provides that " tlie migration or 
importation of such persons as any of the States then ex- 
isting shall admit, shall not be prohibited by Congress till 
1803." This clearly implies that the migration and Im- 
portation may be prohibited after that year. The impor- 
tation has been prohibited, but the migration has not 
liitherto been restrained ; Congress, however, may restrain 
It, when it may be judged expedient. 

The expediency of this measure is very apparent. The 
opening of an extensive slave market will tempt the 
cupidity of those who, otherwise, perhaps, might gradu- 
ally emancipate their slaves. We have heard much, 
Mr. Cliairman, of the Colonization Society ; an institu- 
tion which is tho favorite of the humane gentlemen in 
the slave-holding States. They have long been lament- 
ing fhe miseries of Slavery, and earnestly seeking for a 
remedy compatible with their own safety, and the happi- 
ness of their slaves. At last, the great desideratum is 
found — a colony in Africa for the emancipated blacks. 
How will the generous intentions of these humane per- 
sons be frustrated, if the price of slaves Is to b j doubled 
by a new and boundless market I Instead of emancipa- 
tion of the slaves, it is mucli to be feared that unprinci- 
pled wretches wilt be found kidnapping those who are 
already free, and transporting and selling the hapless 
victims Into hopeless bondage. Sir. i really hope that 



Congress will not contribute to discountenance and ren- 
der abortive the generous and philanthropic views of 
this most worthy and laudable society. 

Mr. Tallraadge, of New York, folloived— 

Sir, said he, it has been my desire and my intention to 
avoid any debate on the present painful and unpleasant 
subject. When I had the honor to submit to this House 
the amendment now under consideration, I accompanied 
it with a declaration that it was intended to contine its 
operation to the newly acquired Territory across the 
Mississippi ; and I then expressly declared that I would 
in no manner intermeddle with the slave-holding States, 
nor attempt manuiuission in any one of the original States 
in the Union. Sir, 1 even went further, and stated that 
1 was aware of the delicacy of the subject — and, that I 
had learned from Southern gentlemen the diiUculties 
and the dangers of having tree blacks intermingling 
with tilaves', and, on that account, and with a view to 
the safety of the white population of the adjoining i 
States, 1 would not even advocate the prohibition of / 
Slavery in the Alabama Territory ; because, surrounded 
as it was by slave-holding States, and with only Imaginary 1 
lines of division, the intercourse between slaves and] 
free blacks could not be prevented, and a servile warj 
might be the result. While we deprecate and mourn) 
over the evil of Slavery, humanity and good morals re-i 
quire us to wish its abolition, under circumstances con-j 
sistent with the safety of the white population. Wil/ 
lingly, therefore, will I submit to an evil which we canj 
not safely remedy. I admitted all that had been said oR 
the danger of having free blacks visible to slaves, and.l 
therefore, did laot hesitate to pledge myself that I would'i 
neither advise ncr attempt coercive manumission. But,| 
sir, all these reasons cease when we cross the banks of I 
the Mississippi, Into a Territory separated by a natural I 
boundary — a newly acquired Territory, never contem- \ 
plated In the formation of our government, not included 
wltliin the Compromise or mutual pledge in the adoption 
of our Constitution — a new Teriiiory acquired by our 
common fund, and which ought justly to be subject to 
our common legislation. 

Sir, wlien 1 submitted the amendment now under con- 
sideration, accompanied with these explanations, and 
with these avowals of niy intentions and of my motives 
I did expect that gentlemen who might dilTer from 
me in opinion would appreciate the liberality of my 
views, and would meet me with moderation, as upon a 
fair subject for general legislation. I did expect, at 
least, that the frank declaration of my views would pro- 
tect me from harsh expressions, and from the unfriendly 
imputations which have been cast out on this occasion. 
But, sir, such has been the cliaracter and the violence of 
this debate, and expressions of so much intemperance, 
and of an aspect so threatening have been used, tha.x, 
continued silence on my part would ill become me, who 
had submitted to this House the original proposition. 

Sir, has it already come to this : that in the Congress of 
the United States — that, in the Legislative councils ot 
Kepublican America, the subject of Slavery has bt-corae 
a subject of so much feeling— of such delicacy— of such 
danger, that it cannot safely be discussed? Are mem- 
bers who venture to express their sentiments on this 
subject, to be accused of talking to the galleries, with 
itiiention to excite a servile war; and of meriting the 
fate of Arbuthnot and Ambrister ? Are we to be told of 
the dissolution of the Union, of civil war and of seas of 
blood? And yet, with such awful threatenings before us, 
do gentlemen, in the same breath, insist upon the encour- 
agement of this evil ; upon the extension of this monstrous 
scourge of the human race? An evil so fraught with 
such dire calamities to us at individuals, and *n our 
nation, and threatening, in its progress, to overwhelm the 
civil and religious institutions of the country, witli the 
liberties of the nation, ought at once to be met, and to be 
controlled, Tf its power, its influence, and its impending 
dangers, have already arrived at such a point, that it is 
not safe to discuss it on this floor, and it cannot now 
pass under consideration as a proper subject for general 
legislation, what will be the result when it is spread 
through your widely-extended domain? Its present 
threatening aspect, and the violence of its supporters, so 
far from Inducing me to yield to its progress, prompt me 
to resist Its march. Now Is the time. It must now be 
met, and the extension of the evil must now be prevented, 
or the occasion is Irrecoverably lost, and the evil can 
never be controlled. 

Sir, extend your view across the Mississippi, over your 
newly-acquired Territory — a Territory so lar surpassing, 
in extent, the limits of your present country, that 
country which gave birth to your nation— which achieved 
your Uevoiution— consolidated your Union— formed your 
Constitution, and has subsequently acquired so much 
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glory, hangs but as an appendage to tlie extended empire 
overwliicli your liepublivun Government U now called to 
bear sway. Look down the long viata of futurity ; see 
your empire, in extent unequaled, in advantageous 
situation without a parallel, and occupying all the valua- 
ble part of one continent. Behold this extended empire, 
Inhabited by the hardy sons of American freemen, 
knowing their rights, and inheriting the will to protect 
them— owners of tlie soil on which they live, and iiiter- 
ested in the institutions which they labor to defend ; witli 
two oceans laving your shores, and tributary to your 
purposes, bearing on tlielr bosoms the coiiirneice of our 
people; compared to yours, the governments of Europe 
dwindle into insignificance, and the whole world is with- 
out a parallel. Hut, sir, reverse this scene; people this 
fair domain with the slaves of your planters; extend 
Slavery, this bane of man, this aboniinaiion of heaven, 
over your extended empire, and you prepare its dissolu- 
tion ; you turn its accumulated strengtli into positive 
■weakness; you cherish a canker in your breast; you 
put poison in your bosom; you place a vulture preying 
on your heart— nay, you whet the dagger and place it in 
the hands of a portion of your population, stimulated to 
use it, by every tie, human and divine. I'he envious con- 
trast between your happiness and their misery, between 
your liberty and their slavery, must constantly prompt 
them to accomplish your destruction. Your enemies will 
learn the source and the cause of your weakness. As 
often as external dangers shall threaten, or internal com- 
motions await you, you will then realize that, by your 
own procurement, you have placed amidst y<mr families, 
and in the bosom of your country, a population produc- 
ing at once the greatest cause of individual danger, and 
of national weakness. With this defect, your govern- 
ment must crumble to pieces, and your people become the 
scoff of the world. 

Sir, we have been told, with apparent confidence, that 
we have no right to annex conditions to a State, on its ad- 
mission into the Union ; and it has been urged that the 
proposed amendment, prohibiting the further introduction 
of Slavery, is unconstitutional. This position, asserted 
with so much confidence, remains unsupported by any 
argument, or by any authority derived frcin the Constitu- 
tion Itself. The Constitution strongly indicates an opposite 
conclusion, and seems to contemplate a difference be- 
tween the old and the new Stales. The practice of the 
government has sanctioned this difference in many re- 
spects. 

Sir, we have been told that this is a new principle for 
which we contend, never before adopted, or thought of. 
So far from this being correct, it is due to the memory of 
our ancestors to say, it is an old principle, adopted by 
them, as the policy of our country. Whenever the United 
States have had the right and the power, they have here- 
tofore prevented tlie extension of Slavery. The States 
of Kentucky and Tennessee were taken off from other 
States, and were admitted into the Union without condi- 
tion, because their lands were never owned by the United 
States. The Territory northwest of the Ohio is all the land 
which ever belonged to them. Shortly after the cession of 
those lands to the Union, Congress passed, in 1787, a com- 
pact, which was declared to be unalterable, the sixth arti- 
cle of which provides that, "(here «hall be neither 
I Slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said Terri- 
tory, otherwise than in the punishmen t for crimes, 
whereof the parties shall Iiave been duly convicted." 
In pursuance of this compact, aU the States formed from 
that Territory have been admitted into the Union upon 
various conditions, and, amongst which, the sixth article of 
this compact is included as one. 

Let gentlemen also advert to the law for the admission 
of the State of Louisiana into the Union ; they will find it 
filled with conditions. It was required not only to form a 
Constitution upon the principles of a republican govern- 
ment, but it was required to contain the " fundamental 
principles of civil and religious liberty." It was even re- 
quired, as a condition of its admission, to keep its records, 
and its judicial and its legblative proceedings, in the Kng- 
lish language ; and also to secure the trial by jury, and to 
surrender all cluira to unappropriated lands in ttie Terri- 
tory, with the prohibition to tax any of the United States' 
lands. 

After this long practice and constant usage to annex 
conditions to the admission of a State into the Union, will 
gentlemen yet tell us it Is unconstitutional, and talk of our 
principles bemg novel and extraordinary ? 

Mr. Scott, of Missouri, said : 

He trusted that his conduct, during the whole of the 
time In which he had had the honor of a seat In the House, 
had convinced gentlemen of his disposition not to obtrude 
his sentiments on any other subjects than those on which 
the Interest of his constituents, and of the Territory he re- 



presented, were immediately concerned. But when a 
(luestion such us the amendments proposed by the gentle- 
men from New York (Messrs. Talliiuidge and Taylor), was 
presented for consideration, involving constitutional prin- 
ciples to a vast aniouutj pregnant with the future fate of 
the Territory, portending destruction to the liberties of 
that people, directly bearing on their rights of property, 
their state rights, their all, he sliould consider it as a dere- 
liction of liis duty, as retreating from his post, nay, double 
criminality, did he not raise his voice against thetr adop- 
tion. 

Mr. Scott entertained tlie opinion, that, under the Con- 
stitution, Congress had not the power to impose this, or 
any other restriction, or to require of the people of Mis- 
souri their assent to this condition, as a pre-requisite to 
their admission into tlie Union, lie contended this from 
the language of tlie Constitution itself, from the practice 
in the tidmission of new States under that histrument, and 
from the express terms of tlie treaty of cession. The 
short view lie intended to take of those points would, he 
trusted, be sati^ractory to all those who were not so 
anxious to usurp power us to sacrifice to its attainment 
th3 principles of our government, or who were not desir- 
ous of prostrating the rights and independence of a Statt 
to chimerical views of jjolicy or expediency. The authority 
to_ admit new States into the Union was granted in tiie 
third section of the fourth art.cle of the Constitution, which 
declared that ' new States may be admitted by the Con- 
gress into the Union." The only jiower given to the Con- 
gress by thi^ section appeared to him to be, that of pass- 
ing a law for the admission of the new State, leaving it in 
possession of ail the rights, privileges, and immunities, en- 
joyed by the other States ; the most valuable and promi- 
nent of which was that of forming and modifyl' ig their 
own State Constitution, and over which Congress had no 
superintending control, other than that expressly given in 
the fourth section of the same article, which read, " The 
United States shall guarantee to every State iu this Union 
a republican form of government." This end accomplished, 
the guardianship of the United States over tlie Constitu- 
tions of the several States was fulfilled ; and all restrictions, 
limitations and conditions beyond this, was so much power 
unwarrantably a.ssumed. In illustration of this position, 
he would read an extract from one of the essays written 
by the late President Madison, rontemporancously with 
the Constitution of the United States, and from a very 
celebrated work : " In a confederacy founded on republi- 
can principles, and composed of republican members, the 
superintending government ought clearly to possess au- 
thority to defend the system against aristocratic or 
monarchical Innovations. The more intimate the nature 
of such an union may be, the greater interest have the 
members In the political Institutions of eacli other, and 
the greater right to insist that the forms of government 
under which the compact was entered into, should be sub- 
stantially maintained. But this authority extends no fur- 
ther than to a guarantee of a republican form of gov- 
ernment, which supposes a preexisting government of the 
form which is to be guaranteed. As long, therefore, as the 
existing republican forms tire continued ny the States, they 
are guaranteei by the Federal Constitution. Whenever 
the States may choose to substitute other republican 
forms, they have a right to do so, and to claim the Federal 
guarantee for the latter. Tlie only restriction imposed 
on them is, that they shall not exchange republican for 
antl-republlcan Constitutions; a restriction which, It Is 
presumed, will hardly be considered as a grievance." 

Mr. Scott believed it to be a just rule of interpretation, 
that the enumeration of powers delegated to Congress 
weakenert their authority In all cases not enumerated ; 
and that beyond those powers enumerated they had none, 
except they were essentially necessary to carry Into effect 
those that were given. The second section of the fourth 
article of the Constitution, which declared that " the citi- 
zens of each State shall be entitled to all the privileges 
and Immunities of citizens In the several States," was 
satisfactory, to his judgment, that It was Intended the citi- 
zens of each State, forming a part of one harmonious 
whole, should have. In all things, equal privileges ; the 
necessary consequence of which was, that every man, in ' 
his own State, should have the same rights, privileges, and 
powers, that any other citizen of the United States had in 
his own State; otherwise, discontent and murmurings 
would prevail against the general government who had 
deprived him of this equality. 

For example, if the citizens of Pennsylvania, or Tir- 
ginia, enjoyed the right, in their own State, to decide the 
question wtiether they would have Slavei-y or not, the 
citizens of JJissouri, to give them the same privileges, 
must have the »aiiie right to decide whether they would or 
would not tolerate Slavery in their State; if it were 
otherwise, then the citizens of Pennsylvania and Virginia 
would have luore rights, privileges and powers in tbeir 
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respective States, than the citizens of Missouri would 
have in tlieirs. Mr. S. said he would make another quo. 
tation from the same worlc he hud before been indebted 
to, wliich he believed had considerable bearing on this 
subject. " Ttie piiwers delegated by the proposed Consti- 
tution, to the Federal Government, are few and defined ; 
those which are to remain in the State Oovernineuts, are 
numerous and indefinite ; tlie former will be exercised 
principally on e.xternal olijects, as war, peace, negotia- 
tion, and foreign commerce, witli which last tlie powers 
of taxation will, fur the most part, be connected. The 
t)owers reserved to the several States will extend to all 
the objects, which in tlie ordinary course ef tilTairs con- 
cern ttie lives, liberties, and propertitis of the people, and 
the internal order, improrement, and prosperity of the 
State." The applioability of this doctrine to the question 
under consideration was so obvious, that tie would not 
detain the House to give examples, but leave it for gentle- 
men to make the application 

Mr. Scoit believed, that the practice under the Consti- 
tution had been dilTerent from that now contended for 
by gentlemen ; he was unapprised of any similar provi- 
sion having ever been made, or attempted to be made, in 
relation to any other new Slate heretofore admitted. Tlie 
argument drawn from the States formed out of the Terri- 
tory northwest of the river Oliio, he did not consider as 
analogous ; that restriction, if any, was imposed in pur- 
suance of a compact, and only, so far as Coni^ress could 
do, carried into effect the disposition of Virginia in refe- 
rence to a part of her own original Territory, iiud was, 
iu every respect, more just, because that provision was 
made and published to the world at a time when but few, 
If any, settlements were formed within that tract of coun- 
try ; and the children of those people of color belonging 
to the inhabitants tlien there, have been, and still were, 
held in bondage, and were not free at a given age, as was 
contemplated by tlie amendment under consideration ; nor 
did he doubt but that it was compaent for any of those 
States admitted in pursuance of the Ordinance of 'S7, to 
uall a Convention, and so to alter their Constitution as 
to allow the introduction of slaves, if they thought pro- 
per to do so. To those gentlemen who iiad in their argu- 
ment, in support of the uineiidiiients, adverted to the in- 
stance wliere Congress had, by the law authorizing the 
people of Louisiana to form a Constitution and Stale 
Government, exercised the power of imposing the terms 
and conditions on whicli they should be permitted to do 
so, he would recommend a careful examination and com- 
parison of those terms with the Constitution of the 
United States, when, he doubted not, they would be con- 
vinced that these restrictions were only such as were in 
express and positive language defined in the I itter instru- 
strument, and would liave been equally binding on the 
people of Louisiana had iliey not been enumenited in the 
law giving them authority to form a Constitution for 
themselves. 

Mr. S. said, he considered the contemplated conditions 
and restrictions, contained iu the propDsed amendments, 
to be unconstitutional and unwarrantable, from the pro- 
visions of the Treaty of Cession, by the third article of 
which it was stipulated, that " the inhabitant* of the 
ceded Territory sliall be incorporated in the Union of the 
United States, and admitted, as soon as possible, accord- 
ing to the principles of the Federal Constitution, to the 
enjoyment of all the rights, advantages, and immunities 
of citizens of the United States, and, in the mean time, 
they shall be maintained and protected in the free etijoy- 
ment uf their liberty, property, and the religion which 
they profess." 

Ttie people were not left to the wayward discretion of 
this or any other government, by saying that they may 
1)6 incorporuied in the Union. The language was differ- 
ent and imperative; "iAay 8?uill be incorporated.^' 
Mr. Sjott understood by the term incorporated, that 
tliey were to form a constituent part of this republic ; 
that they were to become joint partners in the ctiaracter ' 
and councils of the country, and in the niitional losses 
and nntional gains; as a Territory they were not an es- 
sential part of the Government ; they were a mere pro- 
vince, subject to the acts and regulations of the General 
Government in all cases whatsoever. As a Territory, they 
had nut aii ihe rigkta, advantages and immutUtleii, of 
citizens of the United iitiites. Mr, S. himself furnished an 
example, that, in their present condition, they had notali 
the rights of the oiher citizens of the Union. Ilud he a vote 
in this House? and yet these peoplewc"?, durlngthe war, 
subject to certain taxes Imposed by Congress. Had those 
people any voice to give in the Imposition of taxes to 
whicli tliey were subject, or in the disposition of the 
funds of the nation, and particularly those arising from 
the sales of the public land*, ta which they already had, 
and slid would largely contribute T Had they a voice to 
give in selecting the of&cers of this Government^ or many 



of their own? In short, in what had they equal ■I'ighia. 
advantages and immunities, with the other citizens of 
the United States, but in the privilege to submit to a pro- 
crastination of their rights, and iu the advantage to sub- 
scribe to your laws, your rules, your taxes, and your 
powers, even witliout a hearing ? Those people were also 
"to be admitted into the Union as soon as possible." 
Mr, Scott would infer from this expression, that it was the 
understanding of the parties, that so soon as any portion 
of the Territory, of sufficient extent to form a State, 
should contain the number of inhabitants required by law 
to entitle thein to a representative on the floor of this 
House, that they then had the right to make the call for 
admission, and this admission, when made, was to be, not 
on conditions that gentlemen might deem expedient, not 
on conditions referable to future political views, not on 
conditions that the Constitution the people should form 
should contain a clause that would particularly open the 
door for emigration from the North or from the South, 
not on condition that the future population of the State 
should come from a Slaveholding or Non-Slaveholding 
fcitate, " but according to the principles of tlie Federal 
Constitution," and none other. 

Mr. Scott had trusted that gentlemen who professed to 
be actuated by motives of humanity and principle would 
not encourage a course of dissimulation, or, by any vote 
of theirs, render it necessary for the citizens of Missouri 
to act equivocally to obtain their rights. He was unwill- 
ing to believe, that political views alone led gentlemen on 
this or any other occasion ; but, from the language of the 
member from New- York (Mr. Taylor), he was compelled 
to suspect that they had their influence upon him. That 
gentlemen has told us, that if evei; he left his present re- 
sidence, it would be for Illinois or Missouri ; at all events, 
he wished to send out his brothers and his sons. Mr. Scott 
begged that gentleman to relieve him from tho awful ap- 
prehension excited by the prospect of this accession of 
population, lie hoped the Mouse would excuse him while 
he stated, that he did not desire that gentleman, his sons, 
or his brothers, in that land o! brave, noble, and inde- 
pendent freemen. The member says that the latitude is 
too far North to admit of Slavery there. Would the 
gentleman cast his eye on the map before him, he would 
there see, that a part of Kentucky, Virginia, and Mary- 
land, were as far North as the Northern boundary of the 
proposed State of Missouri. Mr, Scott would thank the 
gentleman if he would condescend to tell him what pre- 
cise line of latitude suited his conscience, his humanity, 
or his political views, on this subject. Could that mem- 
ber be serious, when he made the parallel of latitude tlie 
measure of his good-will to those unfortunate blacks ? 
Or was he trying how far he could go in fallacious argu- 
ment and ab.'turdity, without creating one blush even on 
his own check, for inconsistency ? What, starve the ne- 
groes out, pen them up in the swamps and morasses, con- 
fine them to Southern latitudes, to long, scorching days 
of labor and fatigue, until the race becomes extinct, that 
the fair land of Missouri may be tenanted by that gentle- 
man, his brothers, and sons ? He expected from the ma- 
jority of the House a more liberal policy, and better evi- 
dence that they really were actuated by humane motives. 

The House bill, thus passed, reached tho 
Senate, February 17th, when it was read twice 
and sent to a Select ConirnHtee already raised 
on a like application from Alabama, consisting of 

Messrs. Tait, of Georgia ; Morrow, of Ohio ; Williams, of 
Mississippi ; Edwards, of Illinois ; Williams, of Tennessee. 

On the 22nd, Mr. Tait, from this Committee, 
reported tlie bill with amendments, striking out 
the Anti-Slavery restrictions inserted by the 
House. This bill was taken up in Committee of 
the Whole, on the 27th, when Mr. Wilson of 
New-Jersey moved its postponement to the 6th 
of March — that is, to the end of the session — 
negatived : Yeas 14 ; Nays 23. 

The Senate then proceeded to vote on agree- 
ing to the amendments reported by the Select 
Committee, viz. ; 1, to strike out of the House 
bill the following : 

And that all children of slaves born within the said 
State, after the admission thereof into the Union, shall 
be Free, but may be held to service until the age of 
twenty-one years. 

Which was stricken out by the following vote : 

Yeas— Against the Heatriction—iil. ITaya—For 
tte RestHclion—l. 
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The Senate then proceeded to vote on the 
residue of the House Restriction, as follows : 

And provided also, T)iat the further introduction of 
Slavery or involuntary servitude be i)roliibiled, except 
for the punisliment of crimes, whereof the party shall 
have been duly convicted. 

The vote on this clause was as follows : 

Yeas -For strikino out the Restriction— Ifaya 
~-Ag<iinist striking out — ^16. 

Tiie bill thus amended was ordered to be en- 
grossed, and was (March 2nd — last day but one 
of the Session) read a third time, and passed 
without a division. The bill was on that day 
returned to the House, and the amendments of 
the Senate read: whereupon, Mr. Tallmadge, of 
New-York, moved that the bill be postponed 
indefinitely. Yeas 69 ; Nays 74. 

[The record shows hardly a vote changed from Yea, on 
the original passage of t!ie Restriction, to Nay now, but 
many members who voted then were now absent or 
K'lent.] 

The vote was then taken on concurring in 
the Senate's amendments, as aforesaid, and the 
House refused to concur ; Yeas 76 ; Nays 78. 

[Hardly a vote changed ; but more members voting 
than on ihc previous division, and less than when the 
Restriction was carried.] 

The bill was now returned to the Senate, "wilh 
a message of non-concurrence ; when Mr. Tait 
moved that the Senate adhere to its amendment, 
which was carried without a division. The bill 
being thus remanded to the House, Mr. Taylor, 
of New-York, moved that the House adhere to 
its disagreement, which prevailed. Yeas 78 ; 
Nays 6fi. So the bill fell between the two 
Houses, and was lost. 

The Southern portion of the then Territory 
of Missouri (organized by separation from 
Louisiana in 1812) was excluded from the pro- 
posed State of Missouri, and organized as a 
separate Territory, entitled Arkansas. 

The bill being under consideration, Mr. Tay- 
lor,- of New-York, moved that the foregoing re- 
striction be applied to it also ; and the clause, 
proposing that slaves born therein after the 
passage of this act be free at twenty-five years 
of age, was carried (February 17th) by 76 Yeas 
to 73 Nays; but that providing against the 
further introduction of Slaves was lost ; Yeas 
70; Nays 71. The next day, the clause just 
adopted was stricken out, and the bill ultimately 
passed without any allusion to Slavery. Ar- 
kansas of course became a Slave Territory, and 
ultimately (1836) a Slave State. 

THE SKCOKD UISSODRI STRUGGLE. 

A new Congress assembled oa the 6th of 
December, 1819. Mr. Clay was again chosen 
Speaker. On the 8th, Mr. Scott, delegate from 
Missouri, moved that the memorial of her Ter- 
ritorial Legislature, as also of several citizens, 
praying her admission into the Union as a State, 
be referred to u Select Committee ; carried, 
and Messrs. Scott, of Missouri, Robertson, of 
Kentucky, Terrell, of Georgia, Strother, of Vir- 
ginia, and De Witt, of New-Vork, (all but the 
last from the Slave region,) were appointed saic 
committee. 

Mr. Strong, of New- York, that day gave 
notice of a bill " To prohibit the further exten- 
sion of Slavery iu the United States." 



On the 14th, Mr. Taylor, of New-York, moved 
a Select Committee on this subject, which was 
granted ; and the mover, with Messrs. Liver- 
more, of New-Hampshire, Barbour, (P. P.) of 
Virginia, Lowndes, of South-Carolina, Fuller, of 
Massachusetts, Hardin, of Kentucky, and Cuth 
bert, of Georgia, were appointed such committee, 
A majority of this Committee being Pro-Slavery, 
Mr. Taylor could do nothing ; and on the 28th 
the Committee was, on motion, discharged from 
the further consideration of the subject. 
On the same day, Mr. Taylor moved ; 

That a Committee be appointed with instructions to 
report a bill prohibiting tlie further admission of slaves 
into the Territories of the United States West of the river 
Mi9sissi[>pi. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Maryland, this 
resolve was sent to the Committee of the Whole, 
and made a special order for January 10th ; 
but it was not taken up, and appears to havfe 
slept the sleep of death. 

In the Senate, the memorial of the Missouri 
Territorial Legislature, asking admission as a 
State, was presented by Mr. Smith, of South- 
Carolina, December 29th, and referred to the 
Judiciary Committee, which consisted of 

Messrs. Smith,of South Carolina; Leake, of Mississippi ; . 
Burrill, of Rhode Island ; Logan, of Kentuuli:y ; Otis of 
Massachusetts. 

DANIEL WEBSTER OS SLAVERY EXTENSION. 

The following is extracted from the " Memor- 
ial to the Congress of the United States, on the 
subject of restraining the increase of Slavery in 
New States to be admitted into the Union," in 
pursuance of a vote of the inhabitants of Boston 
and its vicinity, assembled at the State House 
on the 3d of December, 1819, which was 
drawn up by Daniel Webster, and signed by 
himself, George Blake, Josiah Quincy, James 
T. Austin, etc. It is inserted here instead of 
the resolves of the various New England Legis- 
atures, as a '"uller and clearer statement of the 
views of the gi ""at body of the people of that 
section during tL-? pendency of the Missouri 
question : 

MEMORIAL 

To the Senate and JTouse of Represerdative* of tha 
United States, in Congress assembled : 

The undersigned, inhabitants of Boston and Its 
vicinity, beg leave most respectfully and humbly to repre- 
sent: Tiiat the question of the introduction of Slavery 
into the new Slates to be formed on the west side of tlie 
Mississippi River, appears to them to be a question of 
the last importance to the future welfare of the United 
States. If the progress of this great evil is ever to be 
arrested, it seems to the undersigned that this Is the timo 
to arrest it. A false step taljen now, cannot be retrace i ; 
and it appears to us that the happiness of unborn millioDb 
rests on tlie measure which Congress on tliis occusloo 
may adopt. Considering tliis as no local question, nor a 
question to be decided by a temporary expediency, but 
as involving great interests of tlie whole United Stales, 
and affecting deeply and essentially those objects of 
common defense, general welfare, and the perpetuation 
of the blessings of liberty, for wliich the Constitution it- 
self was formed, we liave presumed, in this way, to offer 
our sentiments and express our wishes to the National 
Legislature, And, as various reasons have been sug- 
gested against proliibiting Slavery in the new States, it 
may (jeriiaps be permitted to us to state our reasons, 
both for believing that Congress possesses the Constiiu- 
tional power to make sucli prohibition a condition, on 
the admission of a new Siate into the Union, and tliat it 
Is just and proper that they should exercise that power. 

" And in the first place, as to the Constitutional au- 
thority of Congress. The Coostitutioa of the United 
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States has declared that " Congress shall have power to I 
dispose of anil make uU needful rules and regulations re- 
specting the Territory or other property heiotiging to the 
Uuit«(l States: and nothing in thi:) Constitution shall be i 
so construed .>s to prejudice tlie ulaims of the United 
Stales or of any particular State." It is very well known, 
that the saving in tliis clause of the claims of any par- 
ticular State, was designed to apply to claims by tlie then 
existing States, of territory which was also claimed by 
the United States as their own property. It has, there- 
fore, no bearing on the present question. The power, 
then, of Congress over its own Territories, is, by the very 
terms of the Constitution, unlimitad. It may make all 
^ needful rules and regulations," wliich of course Include 
all such regulations as its own views of policy or expedi- 
ency shall, from time to time, dictate. If, therefore, in 
its judgment it be needful for the benefit of a Territory to 
enact a prohibition of Slavery, it would seem to be as 
much within its power of Legislation as any other act of 
local policy. Its sovereignty being complete and uni- 
versal as to the Territory, it may exercise over it the 
most ample jurisdiction in every rest lict. It possesses, 
in this view, all the authority which i;ny State Legisla- 
ture possesses* over its own Territory ; and if any State 
Legislature may, in its discretion, abolish or jiroliibit 
Slavery within its own limits, in Virtue of its general 
Legislative authority, for the same reason Congress also 
may exercise the like authority over its own Territories. 
And that a State Legislature, unless restrained by some 
Constitutional provision, may bo do, is unquestionable, 
and has been established by general practice. .... 

If the constitutional power of Congress to make the 
proposed prohibition be satisfactorily shown, the justice 
and policy of suvli prohibition seem to the undersigned 
to b« supported by plain and strong reasons. The per- 
mission of Slavery in a new State, necessarily draws after 
it an extension of that inequality of representation, 
which already exists in regard to the origini;l States. 
It cannot be expected that those of the original States, 
which do not hold slaves, can look on such an extension 
as being politically just. As between the original States 
the representation rests on compact and plighted faith ; 
and your memorialists have no wisiii that that compact 
should be disturbed, or that plighted faith in the slightest 
degree violated. But the subject assumes an entirely 
different character, when a new State proposes to be ad- 
mitted. With her there is no compact, and - no faith 
plighted ; .ind where is the reason that she could come 
into the Union with more than an equal share of political 
importance and political power? Already the ratio of 
representation, establisiied by the Constitution, has given 
to the States holding slaves twenty members of the House 
of Representatives more than they would have been en- 
titled to, except under the particular provision of the 
Constitution, In all probability, this number will be 
doubled in thirty years. Under these circumstances, we 
deem it not an unreasonable expectation '.hat the inhabi- 
tants of Missouri should propose to come into the Union, 
renouncing the right in question, and establishing a 
Constitution prohibiting it forever. Without dwelling on 
this topic, we have still thought it our duty to present It 
to the consideration of Congress. We present it with a 
deep and earnest feeling of its importance, and we re- 
spectfully solicit for it the full consideration of the Na- 
tional Legislature. 

Your memorialists were not without the hope that the 
time had at length arrived when the inconvenience and the 
danger of this description of population had become appa- 
rent in ail parts of this country and In all parts of the civil- 
ized world. It might have been hoped that the new States 
themselves would have had such a view of their own per- 
manent interests and projperlty as would have leii them 
to prohibit its extension and increase. The wonderful in- 
crease and. prosperity of the States north of the Ohio is un- 
questionably to be ascribed, in a great measure, to the con« 
sequences of the ordinance oflTS? ; and few, Indeed, are 
the occasions, in the history of nations, in which so much 
can be doae, by a single act, for the benefit of future 
generations, &.s was aone by that ordinance, and as may 
now be done by the Congress of the United States, We 
appeal to the justice and to the wistiom of the National 
Councils to prevent the further progress of a great and 
lerious evil. We appeal to those who look forward to the 
remote consequences of their measures, and who cannot 
balance a temporary or trifling inconvenience, if there 
were such, against a permanent, growing, and desolating 
evil. We cannot forbear to remind the two Houses of 
Congress that the early and decisive measures adopted 
by the American Government for the abolition of the 
slave-trade, are among the proudest memorials of our 
nation's glory. That Slavery was ever tolerated in the 
Republic is, as yet, to be attributed to the policy of an- 
other Government. No imputation, thus far, rests on 



any portion of the American Confederacy. The Missouri 
Territory is a new country. If its extensive and fertile 
I field shall be opened as a market for slaves, the Govern, 
j ment will seem to become a party to a traflic which, in 
so many acts, through so many years, it has denounced as 
impolitic, unchristian. Inhuman. To enact laws to pun- 
ish the traf&c, and, at the same time, to tempt cupidity 
and avarice by the allurements of an insatiable market, 
is inconsistent and irreconcilable. Government, by such 
a course, would only defeat its own purposes, and render 
nugatory its own measures. Nor can the laws derive 
support from the manners of the people, if the power of 
moral sentiment be weakened by enjoying, under the per- 
mission of Government, great facilities to commll of- 
fenses. The laws of the United States have denounced 
heavy penalties against the tratfic in slaves, because such 
trat&c is deemed unjust and inhuman. We appeal to the 
spirit of these laws. We appeal to this justice and human- 
ity. We ask her whether they ought not to operate, on the 
present occasion, with al! their force? We have a strong 
feeling of theinjustice of any toleration of Slavery, Cir- 
cumstances have entailed it on a portion of our communi- 
ty, which cannot be immediately relieved from it without 
consequences more injurious tiian tlie suffering of the eviU 
Hut to permit it in a new country, where yet no habits are 
formed which renuer it indispensable, what is it, but to en- 
courage that rapacity, and fraud and violence, against 
which we have so long pointed the denunciations of our 
penal code ? What is it, but to tarnish the proud fame of 
the country ? What is it, but to throw suspicion on its good 
faith, and to render questionable all its professions of re- 
gard for tlie riglits of humanity and the liberties of man- 
kind? 

As inhabitants of a free country— as citizens of a 
great and rising itepublic — as members of a Ciiristian 
community— as living in a liberal and enlightened age, 
and as feeling ourselves culled upon by the dictates of re- 
ligion and humanity, we have presumed to offer our senti- 
ments to Congress on this question,'wiili a solicitude for the 
event far beyond what a common occasloa could inspire," 

Instead of reprinting the Speeches elicited by 
this fruitful theme, which must necessarily, to 
a great extent, be a mere reproduction of ideas 
expressed in the debate of the last session, 
already given, we here insert the Resolves of 
the Legislatures of New-York, New-Jersey, 
Pennsylvania, Delaware and Kentucky — the first 
three being unanimous e.vpvessions in favor of 
Slavery Restriction ; the fourth, from a Slave 
State, also in favor of such Restriction, though 
probably not unanimously agreed to by the 
Legislature ; the last against Restriction, and 
also (we presume) unanimous. The Legislatures 
of the Free States were generally unanimous for 
Restriction ; those of the Slave States (Dela- 
ware excepted) against it. It is not deemed 
necessary to print more than the following : 

NEW-YORK. 

State of New-York, in Assembly, Jan, 17, 1820 : 
W/iereas, The inliibiting the further extension of 
Slavery in these United States is a subject of deep concern 
among the people of this State ; and whereas we consider 
Slavery as an evil much to be deplored ; and that every 
constitutional barrier should be interposed to prevent its 
further extension ; and that the Constitution of the United 
States clearly gives Cor greas the right to require of new 
States, not comprised within the original boundaries of 
these United States, the prohibition of Slavery, as a condi- 
tion of its admission into the Union: Therefore, 

Itetolved (if the honorable the Senate concur herein). 
That our Senators be instructed, and our Rcpreaentatives 
In Congress be requested, to oppose the admission as a 
State into the Union, any territory not comprised as afore- 
said, without making the prohibit'on of Slavery therein an 
indispensable condition of admission ; therefore, 

Itesol/ved, That measures be taken by the clerks of 
the Senate and Assembly of this State, to transmit copies 
of the preceding resolutions to each of our Senators and 
lieprescntutives in Congress, 

(Unanimously concurred in by 'he Senate.) 
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NEW-JERSEY. 

HODHB OF REPRK8BNTATrra8, ) 

January 24«A, 1820. J 
Mr. Wilson, of N. J., communicated the fol- 
lowing Resolutions of the Legislature of the 
State of New- Jersey, which were read : 

Whereas, A Bill is now depending in the Congress of 
the United States, on the application of the people in the 
Territory of Missouri for the admission of that Territory 
as a State into the Union, not containing provisions 
against Slavery in such proposed State, and a question is 
made upon the right and expediency of such provision, 

The representatives of the people of New-Jereey, 
in Legislative Council and General Assembly of the 
said State, now in Gossion, deem it a duty they owe to 
themselves, to their constituents, and posterity, to de- 
clare and make known the opinions they hold upon this 
momentous subject ; and, 

1. They do reaohe and declare. That the further 
admission of Territories into the Union, without restriC' 
tion of Slavery, would, in their opinion, essentially im' 
pair the right of this and other existing States to equal 
representation in Congress (a right at the foundation of 
the political compact), inasmuch as such newly-admitted 
Blavehoiding Statea would be represented on the bc^is of 
their slave population ; a concession made at the forma- 
tion of the Constitution in favor of the then existing 
States, but never stipulated for new States, nor to be in- 
ferred from any article or clause in that instrument. 

2. Eesolved, That to admit the Territory of Missouri 
83 a State into the Union, without prohibiting Slavery 
there, would, in the opinion of the representatives of the 
people of New-Jersey aforesaid, be no less than to sanc- 
tion this great political and moral evil, furnish the ready 
means of peopling a vast Territory with slaves, and per- 
petuate all the dangers, crimes, and pernicious efiTects of 
domestic bondage. * 

8. Resolved, As the opinion of the Representatives 
aforesaid. That inasmuch as no Territory has a right to 
be admitied into the Union, but on the principles of the 
Federal Constitution, and only by a law of Congress, con- 
senting thereto on the part of the existing States, Con- 
gress may riglitfully, and ought to refuse such law, unless 
upon ttie reasonable and just conditions, assented to on the 
part of tlie people applying to become one of the States. 

4. Resolved, In the opinion of the Representatives 
aforesaid, That the article of the Constitution which re- 
strains Congress from prohibiting the migration or impor- 
tation of slaves, until after the year 1808, does, by neces- 
sary implication, admit the general power of Congress 
over tliti subject of Slavery, and concedes to them the 
right to regulate and restrain such migration and impor- 
tation after tiiiit time, into the existing, or any newly-to- 
be-created State. 

5. Jlesulved, As the opinion of the Representatives 
of the people of New-Jersey aforesaid. That inasmuch as 
Congress have a clear right to refuse the admission of a 
Territory into the Union, by the terms of the Constitu- 
tion, tliey ought, in the present case, to exercise that ab- 
solute discretion in order to preserve the political rights 
of the several existing States, and prevent the great na- 
tional disgrace and multiplied mischiefs, Vv hichmustenaue 
from conceding it, as a matter of right, in the immense 
Territories yet to claim admission into the Union beyond 
the Mississippi, that they may tolerate Slavery, 

6. Resolved, (with the concurrenne of Council,) That 
the Governor of this State be requested to transmit a copy 
of the foregoing resolutions to each of the Senators and 
Representatives of this Stato in the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States, 

fenmstlvan:a. 

HOUSB OF REPaRSRHTATIVB', ) 

Deoemier llth, 1819. (* 
A motion was made by Mr. Duane and Mr. 
Thackara, and read as follows : 

The Senate and House of Representatives of the Com- 
fnonwealth of Pennsylvania, while they cherish the right 
Of the individual States to express their opinion upon all 

Sublic measures proposed in the Congress of the Union, 
re aware that its usefulness must in a great degree de- 
pend upon the discretion with which it is exercised ; they 
belieTe that the right ought not to be resorted to upon 
trivial subjects or unimportant occasions ; but they are 
Blso persuaded that there are moments when the neglect 
to exercise It would be a dereliction of public duty. 

Such an occasion, as in their judgment demands the 
frank expression of the sentiments of Pennsylvania, is 
oov presented. A measure was ardently supported in 



the last Congress of the United States, and will probably 
be as earnestly urged during the existing session of that 
body, which has a palpable tendency to impair the politi- 
cal relations of the several States ; which is calculated to 
mar the social happiness of the present and future gene- 
rations ; which, if adopted, would impede the march of 
humanity and Freedom through the world ; and would 
transfer from a misguided ancestry an odious stain and 
fix it indelibly upon the present race — a measure, in brief, 
which proposes to spread the crimes and cruelties of Sla- 
very from the banks of the Alississippi tothesliores of the 
Pacific. When a measure of this character is seriously 
advoc ed in the republican Congress of America, in the 
ninet .jnth century, the several States are invoked by the 
duty which they owe to the Deity, by the veneration which 
they entertain for the memory of the founders of the Re- 
public, and by a tender regard for posterity, to protest 
against its adoption, to refuse to covenant with crime, 
and to limit the range of an evil that already hangs in 
awful boding over so /arge a portion of the Union. 

Nur can such a protest be entered by any State with 
greater propriety than by Pennsylvania. This Common- 
wealth has as sacredly respected the rights of other 
States as it has b^en careful of its own ; it has been the 
invariable aim of the people of Pennsylvania to extend 
to the universe, by their example, the unadulterated 
blessings of civil and religious freedom ; and it is their 
pride that they have been at all times the practical advo- 
cates of those improvements and charities among men 
which are so well calculated to enable them to answer the 
purposes of their Creator; and above all, they may boast 
that they were foremost in removing the pollution of Sla/- 
very from among them. 

If, indeed, the measure, against which Pennsylvania 
considers it her duty to raise her voice, were calculated 
to abridge any of the rights guaranteed to the sei'eral 
States ; if, odious as Slavery is, it was proposed to hasten 
its extinction by means injurious to the States upon which 
it was unhappily entailed, Pennsylvania would be among 
the first to insist upon a sacred observance of the Consli- 
tutional compact. liut it cannot be pretended tliat the 
rights of any of the States are at all to be affected by re- 
fusing to extend the mUcliiefs of human bondage over 
the boundless regions of the West, a Territory which 
formed no part of the Union at the adoption of the Con- 
stitution ; which has been but lately purchased from a 
European Power by the people of the Union at large ; 
which may or may not be admitted as a State into the 
Union at the discretion of Congress ; which must estab- 
lish a Republican form of Government, and no other; 
and whose climate^ffords none of the pretexts urged for 
resorting to the labor of natives of the torrid zone ; such 
a Territory has no right, inherent or acquired, such as 
those States possessed which established the existing Con- 
stitution. When that Constitution was framed in Septem- 
ber, 17S7, the concession that three-fifths of the slavc-s in 
the States then existing should be represented in Con- 
gress, could not have been intended to embrace regions 
at that time held by a foreign power. On the contrary, 
so anxious were the Congress of that day to confine hu- 
man bondage within its ancient home, that on the 18th 
of July, 1787, that body unanimously declared that SItk- 
very or involuntary servitude should not exist in the ex- 
tensive Territories bounded by the Ohio, the Mississippi, 
Canada and the Lakes ; and in the ninth article of the 
Constitution itself, the power of Congress to prohibit the 
emigration of servile persons after 1808. is expressly re- 
cogniietf ; nor is there to be found in statute-book a 
single instance of the admission of a, Territory to the 
rank of a State, in >7liich Congress have not adhered to 
the right, vested in them by the Constitution, to stipu. 
late with the Territory upon the conditions of the boon. 

The Senate and House of Representatives of Penn- 
sylvania, therefore, cannot but deprecate any departure 
from the humane and enlightened policy pursued not only 
by the illustrious Congress which framed the Constitution, 
but by their successors without exception. They are per- 
suaded that, to open the fertile regions of the West to a 
servile race, would tend to increase their numbers beyond 
all past example, would open a new and steady market 
for the lawless venders of human flesh, and would render 
all schemes for obliterating this most foul blot upon the 
American character, useless and unavailing. 

Under these convictions, and in the full pcrsDasion that 
upon tills topic there is but one opinion in Pennsylvania— 

" Resolved by the SenaU and JObttse of Representa- 
tives of thi Cofntnonwealih of Pennsylvania, Thwt the 
Senators of this State in the Congress of the United 
States be, and they are hereby instructed, and that the 
Representatives of this State in the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States be, and they are hereby requested, to vote 
against the admission of any Territory as a State into the 
Union, i^nless said Territory shall stipulate and agree 



that " the further Introduction of Slarery or Invuluntary 
servitude, except for the punUlitnent of crimes whereof 
the pariy shall have been duly convicted, shall be pro- 
hibited ; and that all children born nltiiin the said Ter- 
ritory, after its admission into the Union as a State, shall 
be free, but may be held to service until tlie age of twenty- 
five yeHrs.'" 

Besolved, That the Governor be, and he is hereby, re- 
quested to cause a copy of the fortgoing preamble and 
resolution to be transmitted to each of the Senators and 
Representatives of this State in the Congress of the United 
Slates. 
Laid on the table. 

Thcrsdat, December 16, 1819. 
Agreeably to the order of the day, the House resumed 
the consideration of the resolutions postponed on the 
14th inst., relative to preventing the Introduction of 
Slavery into States hereafter to be admitted into the 
Union. And on the question, " Will the House agree to 
the resolution ?" tlie Yeas and Nays were required by 
Ulr. Uandall and Mr. Souder, and stood — Yeas 74— (S4 
Democrats, 20 Federalists); Nays none. Among the 
Yeas were David U. Porter, late Governor, Joslah Ran- 
dall of Philadelphia, late Whig, now a leading Democrat, 
William Wiiklns, late minister to Kussla, since in the 
State Senate, Dr. Daniel Sturgeon, late U. S. Senator, 
etc., etc. William Duane, editor of The Aurora, then 
the Democratic organ, also voted for the resolutions, as 
he had prominently advocated the principle they 
asserted. 

The Senate unanimously concurred, and the Kesolves 
were signed by Gov. William Findlay. 

DEIAWARR. 

In Senate of the United States, early in 1820, 
Ml. Viin Dyke communicated the following 
Resolutions of the Legislature of the State of 
Delaware, which were read : 

Resolved, by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the State of Delaware, in General Assembly met: 
That it is, In the opinion of this General Assembly, the 
constitutional right of the United States, In Congress 
assembled, to enact and establish, as one of the condi- 
tions for the admission of a new State into the Union, a 
provision which shall effectually prevent the further 
introduction of Slavery into such State ; and that a due 
regard to the true interests of such State, as well as of 
the other States, require that the same should be done. 

Jteaolved, That a copy of the above and foregoing 
resolution be transmitted, by the Spealter of the 
Senate, to each of the Senators and Itepresentatlvcs 
from tills State in the Congress of the United States. 

KENTUCKY. 

In Senate, January 24lh, 1820, Mr. Logan 
communicated the following preamble and Re- 
solutions of the Legislature of the State of 
Kentucky, which were read : 

Whereiis, The Constitution of the United States pro- 
vides for the admission of new States into the Union, and 
it Is just and proper that all such States should be estab- 
lished upon tiie footing of original States, with a view 
to the preservation of State Sovereignty, the prosperity 
of such new State, and the good of their citizens ; and 
whereas, successful attempts have been heretofore 
made, and are now making, to prevent the People of the 
Territory of Missouri from being admitted into the Union 
as a State, unless trammeled by rules and regulations 
which do not exist in the original States, particularly in 
relation to the toleration of Slavery. • 

Whereas, also, If Congress can thus trammel or 
control the powers of a Territory in the formation of a 
State government, that body may, on the same principle, 
reduce its powers to little more than those possessed 
by the people of the District of Columbia, and whilst 
professing to mal£e it a Sovereign State, may bind it in 
perpetual vassalage, and reduce It to the condition of a 
province ; such State must necessarily become the 
dependent of Congress, asking such powers, and not the 
independent State, demanding rights. And whereas, it 
is necessary, in preserving the State Sovereignties In 
their present rights, that no new State should be sub- 
jected to this restriction, any more than an eld one, .and 
that there can be no reason or Justice why it should not 
be entitled to the same privileges, wiien It is bound to 
bear all the burdens and taxes laid upon it by Congress. 

In passing the following resolution, the General 
• Assembly refrains from expressing any opinion either in 
favcr or against the principles of Slavery ; but to sup- 



port and maintain State rights, which it conceives neces- 
sary to be supported and maintained, to preserve the 
liberties of the free people of these United States, it 
avows Its solemn conviction, that the States already 
confederated under one common Constitution, have not 
a right to deprive new States of equal privileges with 
themselves. Therefore, 

Jteaolved, by the General Assembly of the Common- 
wealth of Kentucky, That the Senators in Congress from 
this State be instructed, and the Representatives be 
requested, to use their efforts to procure the passage of a 
law to admit the people of Missouri into the Union, as a 
State, whether those people will sanction Slavery by 
their Constitution or not. 

Jlesolved, That the Executive of this Commonwealth 
be requested to transmit this Resolution to the Senators 
and Representatives of this State in Congress, that it 
may be laid before that body for its consideration. 

The bill authorizing Missouri to form a con- 
stitution, etc., came up in the House as a 
special order, Jan. 24th. Mr. Taylor, of N. T., 
moved that it be postponed for one week: 
Lost : Yeas 87 ; Nays 88. Whereupon the 
House adjourned. It' was considered in com» 
mittee the next day, as also on the 28th and 
30th, and thence debated daily until the 19th 
of February, when a bill caine down from the 
Senate " to admit the State of Maine into the 
Union," but with a rider authorizing the people 
of Missouri to form a State Constitution, etc., 
without restriction on the subject of Slavery. 

The House, very early in the session, passed 
a bill providing for the admission of Maine as a 
State. This bill came to' the Senate, and was 
sent to its Judiciary Committee aforesaid, which 
amended it by adding a provision for Missouri as 
above. After several days' debate in Senate, Mr. 
Roberts, of Pa., moved to recommit, so as to 
strike out all but the admission of Maine ; which 
was defeated (Jan. 14th, 1820)— Yeas 18; Nays 
25. Hereupon Mr. Thoma.«, of lil., (who voted 
with the majority, as uniformly against any 
restriction on MisHOuri) gave notice that he 
should 

" ask leave to bring a bill to prohibit the introduction 
of Slavery Into the Territories of the United States 
liorVk and West of the contemplated State of Mi»- 
souri /" 

— which he accordingly did on the 19th ; when 
it was read and ordered to a third reading. 

[NoTK.— Great confusion and misconception exists in 
the public mind with regard to the " Missouri Restric- 
tion," two totally different propositions being called by 
that name. The original Restriction, which Mr. Clay 
vehemently opposed, and Mr. Jefferson In a letter 
characterized as a " fire-bell in the night," contemplated 
the limitation of Slavery In Us exclusion from the State 
of Missouri. This was ultimately defeated, as we shall 
see. The second proposed Restriction was tiiat of Mr. 
Thomas, just cited, wliich proposed the exclusion of 
Slavery, not from the State of Missouri, but from, the 
Territories of tlie United States North and West of that 
State. Tills proposition did not emanate from tlie origi- 
nal MisBouri Itestrictionists, but from their adversaries, 
and was but reluctantly and partially accepted by the 
former.] 

The Maine admission bill, with the proposed 
amendments, was discussed through several 
days, until, Feb. 16th. the question was taken 
on the Judiciary Committee's amendments 
(authorizing Missouri to form a State Constitu- 
tion, and saying nothing of Slavery), which 
Avere adopted by the following vote : 

Fea«— Against the Restriction on Missouri, 23. 

[20 from Slave States ; 3 from Free. States.] 

Nays— Tot Restriction, 21. 

[19 from Free States ; 2 from Delaware.] 

Mr. Thomas, of 111 , then proposed his amend- 



ment, which, on the follow: 
and substituted the foilowi:,g . 

And be it further enacted. That In all that Territory 
ceded by J'rande to the United States under the name of 
Louisiana which lies north of thirty-six degrees thirty 
minutes north latitude, excepting only such part thereof 
as is included within the limits of the State contemplated 
by this act, Slavery and involuntary servitude, otherwise 
than in the punishment of crime' whereof the party shall 
have been duly convlci ad, shall be and is hereby forever 
prohibited. Provided always, that any person escaping 
Into the same, from where labor or service Is lawfully 
claimed in any State or Territory of the United States, 
such fugitive may bi lawfully reclaimed and conveyed 
to the person claim ng his or her labor or service as 
aforesaid. 

Mr. Trimble, of Ohio, moved a substitute for 
this, somewhat altering the bcundaries of the 
regions shielded from Slavery, which was 
rejected : Yeas 20 (Northern) ; Nuys 24 
(Southern). 

The question then recurred on Mr. Thonsas's 
amendment, which was ndopted, as follows : 

Yeas — For excluding Slavery from all the 

Territory North and VVest of Missouri : 

Messrs. Brown of La., Klellen of Mass., 

Burrill of R. I., Morrill of N. 11., 

Dana of Conn., Otis of Mass., 

Dickerson of N. J., Palmer of Vt., 

Eaton of Tenn., Parrott of N. H., 

Edwards of 111., Pinkney of Md., 

Horsey of Del., Robert s of P.a., 

Hunter of It. I., Ruggles of Ohio, 

Johnson of Ky., Sanford of N. Y., 

Johnson of La.. Stokes of N. C, 
King(Wra, II.) of Ala., Thomas of III., 
King (llufus) of N. Y., Tichenor of Vt., 

Lanraan of Conn,, Trimble of Ohio, 

Leake of Miss., Van Dyke of Del., 

Lowrie of Pa., Walker of Ala., 

Lloyd of Md., Williams of Tenn., 

Logan of Ky., Wilson of N. J.— 34 

N'aj/s — Against such Restriction : 
Messrs. Barbour of Va., Pleasants of Va., 

Elliott of Ga., Smith (Wm.) of S. C. 

Gaillard of S. C, Taylor of Ind., 
Jlacon of N. C, Walker of Ga., 

Moble of Ind., Williams of Miss.— 10. 

[It will here be seen that the Restriction ulti- 
mately ndopted — that excluding Slavery from 
nil territory tlicn owned by the United States 
North and West of the Southwest border of the 
State of Missouri — was proposed by an early and 
steadfast opponent of the Restriction originally 
proposed, relative to Slavery in the contem- 
plated State of Missouri, and was sustained by 
the votes of fourteen Senators from Slave States, 
including the Senators from Delaware, Mary- 
land, Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, and 
Louisiana, with one vote each from North 
Carolina and Mississippi. 

The current assumption that this Restriction 
w , proposed by Rufus King, of New- York, and 
mainly sustained by the antiigonists of Slavery 
Extension, is wholly mistaken. The truth, 
doubtless, is, that it was suggested by the more 
moderate opponents of the proposed Restriction 
on Mi.s80uri-— and supported also by Senators 
from Slave States — as a means of overcoming 
the resistance of the House to Slavery in Mis- 
souri. It was, in effect, an offer from the 
milder opponents of Slavery Restriction to the 
more moderate and flexible advocates of that 
Restriction — *' Let us have Slavery in Missouri, 
and we will unite with you in excluding it from 
all the uninhabited territories North and West 
of that State." It was in substance an agree- 
ment between the North and the South to that 



wneiuer oi Slavery Kxtension or Slavery Re- 
striction, did not unite in it.] 

The bill, thus amended, was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading by the following 
vote : 

Yeas— For the Missouri Bill : 



Lloyd of Md., 
Logan of Ky., 
Parrott of N H., 
Pinkney of Md., 
Pleasants of Va., 
Stokes of N. 0. 
Thomas of III, 
Van Dyke of Del., 
Walker of Ala., 
Walker of Ga., 
Williams of Miss., 
WilUamfi of Tenn— 24 



Messrs. Barbour of Va., 
Brown of La., 
Eaton of Tenn., 
Edwards of 111., 
Elliott of Qa., 
Gaillard of S. C.,' 
Horsey of Del., 
Hunter of R. I., 
Johnson of Ky., 
Johnson of La., 
King of Ala., 
Leake of MiFS., 

jVay.f — Against the Bill : 

Slessrs. Burrili of R. I., Otis of Mass., 

Dana of Conn., Palmer of Vt., 

Dickerson of N. J., Roberts of Pa., 

King of N. Y., Ruggles of Ohio, e 

Lanman of Conn., Sanford of N. Y., 

Lowrie of Pa., Smith of S. C, 

Macon of N. C, Taylor of Ind., 

Mellen of Mass., Tichenor of Vt., 

Morrill of N. H., Trimble of Ohio., 

Noble of Ind., Wilson of N, J.— 20. 

The bill was thus passed (Feb. 18th) without 
further divisioti, and sent to the House for con- 
currence. In the House, Mr. Thomas's amend- 
ment (as above) was at first rejected by both 
parties, and defeated by the strong vote of 159 
to 18. The Yeas (to adopt) were, 

Messrs. Baldwin of Pa., Meech, of Vt., 

Bayly of Md., Mercer of Va., 

Bloorafield of N. J., Quarlea of Ky., 

Cocke of Tenn., Ringgold of Md., 

Crafts of Vt., Shaw of Mass., 

Culpepper of N. C, Sloan of Ohio , 

KInsey of N. J., Smith of N. J., 

Lathrop of Mass., Smith of Md., 

Little of Md., Tarr of Pa — 18. 

Prior to this vote, the House disagreed to 
the log-rolling of Maine and Missouri, into one 
bill by the strong vote of 93 to 12. [We dc 
not give the Yeas and Nays on this decision ; 
but the majority was composed of the repre- 
sentatives of the Free States with only four ex- 
ceptions ; and Mr. Louis McLane of Delaware, 
who was constrained by instructions from his 
legislature. Ilis colleague, Mr. Willard Hall, 
did not vote.] 

The members from Free States who voted 
with the South to keep Maine and Missouri 
united in one bill were, 

Messrs. H. Baldwin of Pa., Henry Meigs of N. T., 
BloomQeld of N. J., Henry Shaw of Mass., 

The House also disagreed to the remaining 
amendments of the Senate (striking out the re- 
striction on Slavery in Missouri) by the strong 
vote of 102 Yeas to 68 Nays. 

[Nearly or quite every Representative of a 

Free State voted in the majority on this division, 

with the following from Slave States : 

Louis McLane, Del., Nelson, Md., 
Alney McLean, Ky. Trimble, Ky.] 

So the House rejected all the Senate's 
amendments, and returned the bill with a cor- 
responding message. 

The Senate took up the bill on the 24th, and 
debated it till the 28th ; when, on a direct vote, 
it was decided not to recede from the attach- 
ment of Missouri to the Maine bill : Yeas 21 ; 
(19 from Free States and two from Delaware;) 



Nays, 5i3 ; (20 from Slave States with Messrs. 
Taylor of Ind., Edwards and Thomas of III.) 

The Senate also voted not to recede from its 
amendment prohibiting Slavery west of Mis- 
souri, and north of 36° 80', north latitude. 
(For receding, 9 from Slave States, with Messrs. 
Noble and Taylor of Ind. : against it, 33 — (22 
from Slave Scales, 11 from Free States.) The 
remaining amendments of the Senate were 
then insisted on without division, and the 
House notified accordingly. 

The bill was now returned to the House, 
which, on motion of Mr. John W. Taylor of 
N. Y , voted to insist on its disagreement to all 
but Sec. 9 of the Senate's amendments, by Yeas 
97 to Nays 76 : (all but a purely sectional vote : 
Hugh Nelson of Va. voting with the North ; 
Baldwin of Pa., Bloomfield of N. J., and Shaw 
of Mass., voting with the South). 

Sec. 9, (the Senate's exclusion of Slavery 
from the Territory north and west of Missouri) 
was also rejected — Yeas 160 ; Nays, 14, (much 
as before). The Senate thereupon (March 2nd) 
passed the. House's Missouri bill, striking out 
the restriction of Slavery by Yeas 27 to Nays 
15, and adding without a division the exclusion 
of Slavery from the territory west and north of 
Baid State. Mr. Trimble again moved the ex- 
clusion of Slavery from Arkansas also, but was 
again voted down. Yeas, 12 ; Nays, 30. 

The Senate now asked a conference, which 
the House granted without a division. The 
Committee of Conference was composed of 
Messrs. Thomas of Illinois, Pinkney of Maryland, 
and Barbour of Va. (all auti-restrictionists), on 
the part of the Senate, and Messrs. Holmes of 
Mass., Taylor of N. Y., Lowndes of S. C, 
Parker of Mass., and Kinsey of N. J., on the 
part of the House. (Such constitution of the 
Committee of Conference was in effect a sur- 
render of the Restriction on the part of the 
House.) John Holmes of Mass., from this Com- 
mittee, in due time (March 2nd), reported that, 

1. The Senate should give up the combina- 
tion of Missouri in the same bill with Maine. 

2. The House should abandon the attempt 
to restrict Slavery in Missouri. 

3. Both Houses should agree to pass the 
Senate's separate Missouri bill, with Mr. 
Thomas's restriction or compromising proviso, 
excluding Slavery from all Territory north and 
west of Missouri. 

The report having been read, the first and 
most important question was put, viz : 

Will the &ouBe concur with the Senate in so much of 
the said ameudments as proposes to strike from the 
fourth section of the (Missouri) bill the provision prohib- 
iting Slavery or involuntary servitude, in the contem- 
plated State, otherwise than in the punishment of 
crimes ? 

On which question the Yeas and Nays were 
demanded, and were as follows: 

Yeas — For giving up Jieslrictiotis oji Mis- 
aouri : 

Massacudsetts.— Mark Langdon Hill, John Holmes, 
Jonathan Mason, Henry Shaw— 4. 

Rhodb Island.— Samuel Eddy— 1. 

OoHNECTicDT.— Samuel A. Foot, James Stephens— 2. 

New-Yohk —Henry Meigs, Henry R. Storrs— 3. 

New- Jerskt— Joseph Bloomfield, Chixrles Kinsey, Ber- 
aard Smith— S. 

PENNSTLVANrA.— Henry Baldwin, David Fallerton— 2. 

Total from Free-States 14. 



Dklaware. — Louis McLane— 1. 
Maiiyland.— Stephenson Archer, Thomas Bayly, 
Thomas Culbreth, Joseph Kent, Peter Little, Raphael 
Neale, Samuel Ringgold, Samuel Smith, Henry R. War- 
fleld-9. 

ViBQiKiA.— Mark Alexander, William S. Archer, Philip 
P. Barbour, William A. Burwell, John Floyd, Robert S. 
Garnett, James Johnson, James Jones, William McCoy, 
Charles .P. Mercer, Hugh Nelson, Thomas Nelson, Severn 
E. Parker, Jas. Pindall, John Randolph, Ballard Smith, 
Alexander Smyth, George P. Strolher, Thomas Van 
Swearingen, George Tucker, John Tyler, Jared Williams 
—22 

North Carolina.- Hutchins G. Burton, John Culpep. 
per, William Davidson, Weldou N. Edwards, Charles 
Fisher, Thomas H. Hall, Charles Hooks, Thomas Settle, 
Jesse Slocumb, James S. Smith, Felix Walker, Lcwia 
Williams — 12. 

SooTU Carolina.— Josiah Brevard, Ellas Earle, James 
Erwin, William Lowndes, James McCreary, James Over- 
street, Charles Pinckney, Eidred Simkins, Sterling 
Tucker— 9. 

Georgia'.— Joel A. Abbot, Thomas W. Cobb. Joel 
Crawford, John A. Cuthbert, Robert R. Reid, William 
Terrill— 6. 
Alabama.— John Crowell- 1. 
Mississippi. — John Rankin— 1. 
Louisiana. — Thomas Butler— 1. 
Kkntucky— Richard C. Anderson, jr., William Brown. 
Ben'amin Uardin, Alney McLean, Thomas Metcalf, Tun- 
stall Quarles, Geo. Robertson, David Trimble— 8. 

Tennksskk.— Robert Allen, Henry H. Bryan, Newton 
Cannon, John Cocke, Francis Jones, John Rhea— 5. 

Total Yeas from Slave State.s, 76 ; in all 90. 

Nays — Against giving up (fie Hestrietian on 
Slavery in Missouri : 

NEW-HAMPSniRB. —Joseph Buffum, jr., Josiah Butler, 
Clifton Clsgett, Arthur Livermore, V> illiam Plumer, jr., 
Nathaniel Upham— 6. 

Massachusetts (including Maine).— Benjamin Adams, 
Samuel C. Allen, Joshua Cushman, Edward Dowse, Wal- 
ter Folger, jr., Timothy Fuller, Jonas Kendall, Martin 
Kinsley, Samuel Latlirop, Enoch Lincoln, Marcus Mor- 
ton, Jeremiah Nelson, James Parker, Zabdiel Sampson, 
Nathaniel Silsbee, Ezekiel Whitman— 16. 
RuoDC Island.— Nathaniel Hazard— 1. 
CoNNSCTicoT.— Jonathan 0. Moseley, Elisha Phelps, 
John Russ, Gideon Tomlinson— 4. 

Vermont.— Samuel C. Crafts, Rollin C. Mallary, Ezra 
Meech, Charles Rich, Mark Richards, William Strong— 6. 

New-York.- Nathaniel Allen, Caleb Baker, Robert 
Clark, Jacob H. De Witt, John D. Dickinson, John Fay, 
William D. Ford, Ezra C. Gross, James Guyon, jr., 
Aaron HackJoy, jr., George Hall, Joseph S. Lyman, 
Robert Mouell, Nathaniel Pitcher, Jonathan Richmond, 
Randall S. Street, James Strong, John W. Taylor, Albert 
H. Tracy, Solomon Van Rensselear, Peter U. Wendover, 
Silas Wood— 22. 

New-Jerssy.— Ephraim Bateman, John Linn, Henry 
Southard— 3. 

Pennstlvasia.— Andrew Boden, William Darlington, 
George Dennison, Samuel Edwards, Thomas Forrest, 
Samuel Gross, Joseph Hemphill, Jacob Hibschman, 
Joseph Helster, Jacob Hostetter, William P. Maclay, 
David Marchand, Robert Moore, Samuel Moore, John 
Murray, Thomas Patterson, Robert Philson, Thomas J. 
Rogers, John Sergeant, Christian Tarr, James M. Wal- 
lace— '21. 

Ohio.- Philemon Beecher, Henry Brush, John W, 
Campbell, Samuel Herrick, Thomas R. Ross, Jolm Sloane 
-6. 

Indiana.— William Hendricks— 1. 
Illinois. — Daniel P. Cook— 1. 

Total, Nays, 87— all from Free States. 
(The members apparently absent on this im- 
portant division, were Henry W. Edwards of 
Conn., Walter Case and Honorius Peck of N. Y. 
and John Conditof N. J., from the Free States; 
with Lemuel Sawyer of N. C, and David 
Walker of Ky., from the Slave States. Mr. 
Clay of Ky., being Speaker, did not vote.) 

This defeat broke the back of the Northera 
resistance to receiving Missouri as a Slave 
State. 

Mr. Taylor, of N. Y., now moved an amend- 
ment, intended to include Arkansas Territory 



nnder the proposed Inhibition of Slavery west 
of Missouri ; but this motion was cut off by the 
Previous Question, (which then cut off amend- 
ments more rigorously, according to the rules 
of the House, than it now does), and the House 
proceeded to concur with the Senate in inserting 
the exclusion of Slavery from the territory 
west aud north of Missouri, instead of that just 
stricken out by, 134 Yeas to 42 Nays, (the Nays 
being from the South). So the bill w&s passed 
in the form indicated above ; and the bill ad- 
mitting Maine as a State, (relieved, by a confer- 
ence, from the Missouri rider,) passed both 
Houses without a divison, on the following day. 

Such was the virtual termination of the strug- 
gle for the restriction of Slavery in Missouri, 
which was beaten by the plan of proffering in- 
stead an exclusion of Slavery from all the then 
federal territory west and north of that State. 
It is unquestionable that, without this compromise 
or equivalent, the Northern votes, which passed 
the bill, could not have been obtained for it. 

THE THIRD MISSOURI STRUGGLE, 

Though the acceptr-nce of Missouri as a 
State, with a Slave Constitution, was forever 
settled by the votes just recorded, a new excite- 
ment sprang up on her presenting herself to 
Congress (Nov. 16, 1820),) with a State Consti- 
tution, framed on the 19th of July, containing 
the following resolutions : 

The General Assembly shall have no power to pass 
laws, First, for the emancipation of slaves without the 
consent of their owners, or without paying them, before 
such emancipation, a full equivalent for such slaves so 
emancipated; and, Second, to prevent bonajide emi- 
Rrants to this State, or actual settlers therein, from 
bringing from any of tiie United States, or from any of 
tlieir Territories, such persons as may there be deemed to 
be slaves, so long as any persons of the same description 
are allowed to be held as slaves by the laws of this State. 

... It shall be their duty, as soon as may be, to 
pass such laws as may be necessary. 

First, to prevent free negroes and mulattoes from 
coming to, and settling in, this State, under any pretext 
whatever. 

The North, still smarting under a sense of its 
defeat on the question of excluding Slavery from 
Missouri, regarded this as needlessly defiant, 
insulting, and inhuman, and the section last 
quoted as palpably in violation of that clause 
of the Federal Constitution which gives to the 
citizens of each State (which blacks are, in 
several Free States), the rights of citizens in 
every State. A determined resistance to any 
such exclusion was manifested, and a portion 
of the Northern Members evinced a disposition 
to renew the struggle against the further intro- 
duction of slaves into Missouri. At the first 
effort to carry her admission, the House voted 
it down— Yeas, "79 ; Nays, 93. A second at- 
tempt to admit her, on condition that she would 
expunge the obnoxious clause (last quoted) of 
her Constitution, was voted down still more de- 
cisively — Yeas, 6 ; Nays 146. 

The House now rested, until a joint resolve, 
aihnitting her with but a vague and ineffective 
qualification, came down from the Senate, where 
it was passed by a vote of 26 to 18— six Sena- 
tors from Free States in the affirmative. Mr. 
Clay, who had resigned in the recess, and been 
succeeded, as Speaker, by John W. Taylor, of 
New-York, now appeared as the leader of the 
Missouri admissionists, and proposed terms of 
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compromise, which were twice voted down bv 
the Northern members, aided by John Randolph 
and three others from the South, who would 
have Missouri admitted without condition or 
qualification. At last, Mr. Clay proposed a Joint 
Committee on this subject, to be chosen by bal- 
lot — which the House agreed to by 101 to 65; 
and Mr. Clay became its Chairman. By this 
Committee, it was agreed that a solemn pledge 
should be required of the Legislature of Mis- 
souri that the Constitution of that State should 
not be construed to authorize the passage of 
any Act, and that no Act should be passed, 
" by which any of the citizens of either of the 
States should be excluded from the enjoyment 
of the privileges and immunities to which they 
are entitled under the Constitution of the United 
States." The Joint Eesolution, amended by 
the addition of this proviso, passed the House 
by 86 Yeas to 82 Nays ; the Senate concurred 
(Feb. 27th, 1821,) by 26 Yeas to 15 Nays— (all 
Northern but Macon, of N. C); Missouri com- 
plied with the condition, and became an ac- 
cepted member of the Union. Thus closed the 
last stage of the fierce Missouri Controversy, 
which for a time seemed to threaten— as so many 
other controversies have harmlessly threatened 
— the existence of the Union. 

EXTENSION OF MISSOURI. 

Th«» State of Missouri, as originally organized,, 
was bounded on the west by a line already 
specified, which excluded a triangle west of 
said line, and between it and the Missouri, 
which was found, in time, to be exceedingly 
fertile and desirable. It was free soil by tiie 
terms of the Missouri compact, and was also 
covered by Indian reservations, not to be 
removed without a concurrence of two-thirds 
of the Senate. Messrs. Bentou and Linn, Sena- 
tors from Missouri, undertook the difficult task 
of engineering through Congress a bill includ- 
ing this triangle (large enour*- to form seven 
Counties) within the State of Missouri ; which 
they effected, at the long session of 1835-6, so 
quietly as hardly to attract attention. The bill 
was first sent to the Senate's Committee on the 
Judiciary, where a favorable report was pro- 
cared from Mr. John M. Clayton, of Delaware, 
its Chairman ; and then it was floated through 
both Houses without encountering the perils of 
a division. The requisite Indian treaties were 
likewise carried through the Senate ; so Missouri 
became possessed of a large and desirable 
accession of territory, which has since become 
one of her most populous and wealthy sections, 
devoted to the growing of hemp, tobacco, etc., 
and cultivated by slaves. This is the most pro- 
Slavery section of the State, in which was 
originated, and was principally sustained, that 
series of inroads into Kansas, corruptions of 
her ballot-boxes, and outrages upon her people,, 
which earned for their authors the appellation 
of Border Ruffians. 

THE ANNEXATION OF TEXAS. 

The name of Texas was originally applied to 
a Spanish possession or province, lying betweea • 
the Mississippi and the Kio Grande del Norte, 
but not extending to either of these great rivers, 
i It was an appendage of the Viceroyalty of 



Mexico, but Iiad very few civilized inhabitants 
do'vn to the time of tbe separation of Mexico I 
from Spain. On two or three occasion"?, bands 
of French adventurers bad landed on its coast, 
or entered it from the adjoining French colony 
of Louisiana; but they had uniformly been 
treated as intruders, and either destroyed or 
made prisoners by the Spanish military authori- 
ties. No line had ever been drawn between 
the two colonies; but the traditional line be- 
tween them, south of the Red River, ran some- 
what within the limits of the present State of 
Louisiana. 

When Louisiana was transferred by France to 
the United States, withoi.t specitication of 
ooundaries, collisions of claims on this frontier 
was apprehended. General Wilkinson, com- 
manding the United States troops, moved gra- 
dually to the west ; the Spanish commandant in 
Texas likewise drew toward the frontier, until 
they stood opposite each other across what was 
then tacitly settled as the boundary between the 
the two countries. This was never afterward 
disregarded. 

In 1819, Spain and the United States seemed 
on the verge of war. General Jackson had 
twice invaded Florida, on the assumption of 
compheity on the part of her rulers and people 
— first with our British, then with our savage 
enemies — and had finally overrun, and, in effect, 
annexed i*; to the Union. Spain, on the other 
hand, had preyed upon our commerce during 
the long wars in Europe, and honestly owed our 
nierchants large sums for unjustifiable seizures 
and spoliations. A negotiation for the settle- 
ment of these differences was carried on at 
Washington, between John Quincy Adams, Mr. 
Monroe's Secretary of State, and Don Onis, the 
Spanish embassador, iu the course of which Mr. 
Adams set up a claim, on the part of this 
country, to Texas as a natural geographical 
appendage not of Mexico, but of Louisiana. 
This claim, however, he eventually waived and 
relinquished, in consideration of a cession of 
Florida by Spain to this country — our govern- 
ment agreeing, on its part, to pay the claims of 
our merchants for spoliations. Texas remained, 
therefore, what it always had been— a depart- 
ment or province of Mexico, with a formal 
quit-claim thereto on the part of the United 
States. 

The natural advantages of this region in 
time attracted the attention of American adven- 
turers, and a small colony of Yankees was set- 
tled thereon, about 1819-20, by Moses Austin, 
of Connecticut. Other settlements followed. 
Originally, grants of land in Texas were prayed 
for, and obtained of the Mexican Government, 
on the assumption that the petitioners were 
Roman Catholics, persecuted in the United 
Btates because of their religion, and anxious to 
find a refuge iu some Catholic country. Thus 
all the early emigrants to Texas went pro- 
fessedly as Catholics, no other religion being 
tolerated. 

Slavery was abolished by Mexico soon after 
the consummation of her independence, when 
very fow slaves were, or STer had been, in Texas. 
But, about lSo4, some years after this event, a 
quiet, but very general, and evidently con- 
certed, emigration, mainly from Tennessee and 



other southwestern States, began to concentrate 
itself in Texas. The emigrants carried rifles ; 
many of them were accompanied by slaves; 
and it was well understood that they did not 
intend to become Mexicans, much less to relin- 
quish their slaves. When Gen. Sam. Houston 
left Arkansas for Texas, in 1834-5, tho Little 
Rock Journal, which announced his exodus and 
destination, significantly added: " We shall, 
doubllena, hear of his raising his flag thert 
shortly." That was a foregone conclusion. 

Of course, the new settlers in Texas did not 
lack pretexts or provocations for such a stop. 
Mexico was then much as she is now, mis- 
governed, turbulent, anarchical, and despotic. 
The overthrow of her Federal Constitution by 
Santa Anna was one reason assigned for the 
rebellion against her authority which broke out 
iu Texas. In 1835, her independence was 
declared ; in 1836, at tbe decisive battle of San 
Jacinto, it was, by the rout and capture of the 
Mexican dictator, secured. This triumph was 
won by emigrants from this country almost 
exclusively ; scarcely half a dozen of the old 
Mexican inhabitants participating in the revolu- 
tion. Santa Anna, while a prisoner, under 
restraint and apprehension, agreed to a peace 
on the basis of the independence of Texas — a 
covenant which he had no power, and probably 
no desire, to give effect to when restored to 
liberty. The Texans, pursuing their advantage, 
twice or thrice penetrated other Mexican pro- 
vinces — Taniaulipas, Coahuila, etc., — and waved 
their Lone-Star flag in defiance on the banks 
of the Rio Grande del Norte ; which position, 
however, they were always compelled soon to 
abandon — once with severe loss. Their govern- 
ment, nevertheless, in reiterating their declara- 
tion of independence, claimed the Rio Grande as 
their western boundary, from its source to its 
mouth, including a large share of Taniaulipas, 
Coahuila, Durango, and by far the more impor- 
tant and populous portion of New Mexico. And 
it was with this claim, expressly set forth in the 
treaty, that President Tyler and his responsible 
advisers negotiated the first official project of 
annexation, which was submitted to the Senate, 
during the session of 1843-4, and rejected by a 
very decisive vote : only fifteen (mainly South- 
ern) senators voting to confirm it. Col. Benton, 
and others, urged this aggressive claim of 
boundary, as affording abundant reason for the 
rejection of this treaty; but it is not known 
that the Slavery aspect of the case attracted 
especial attention in the Senate. The measure, 
however, had already been publicly eulogized 
by Gen. James Hamilton, of S. C, as cal- 
culated to *' give a Gibraltar to the South," and 
had, on that ground, secured a very general 
and ardent popularity throughout the South- 
West. And, more than a year '-re viously, seve- 
ral northern members of Cong, ess had united iu 
the following : 

TO THE PEOPLE OP THE FREE STATES OP THE 
UNION. 

We, the undersigned, in closing our duties to our con* 
stltuents and our country as members of the '27th Con- 
gress, feel bound to cal! your attention, very briefly, to 
the project, long entertained by a portion of the people 
(if these United States, Btiil pertinaciously adhered to, 
and intended soon to be consummated: tukanskxatmk 
Of TuxAH TO 1UI8 UNiu.>i. In tlie press of business incl- 
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lent to the last days of a session of Congress, we have 
uot time, did we deem it necessary, to enter upon a 
detailed statement of tlie reasons which force upon our 
minds tfie conviction tliat tliis project io by no means 
abandoned: tliat a large portion of the country, inter- 
ested in the continuance of Domestic Slavery and tlie 
Slave-trade in these United States, have solemnly and 
unalterably determined thai it tshall be speedily car- 
ried i7ito taecution; und that, by this udmission of new 
Slave Territory and Slave States, the undue ascend- 
ency of the tslave-hvlding power in the Government 
shall be secured and riveted beyorud all redemp- 
tion 1 1 

That It was with these views and intentions that set- 
tlements were effected in the province, by citizens of the 
United States, diOiculties fomented with the Mexican 
Government, a revolt brought about, and an Indepen- 
dent Government declared, c(inru)t now admit of a 
doubt; and that, hitherto, all attempts of Mexico to re- 
duce her revolted province to obedience have proved 
ausuccessful, is to be attributed to the unlawful aid and 
assistance of designing and interested individuals in the 
United States, and the direct and indirect cooperation 
of our own Goveinment, -with similar views, is not the 
less certain and demonstrable. 

The open and repeated enlistment of troops in several 
States of this Union, in aid of the Texan Ilevolution; the 
intrusion of an American Army, by order of the Presi- 
dent, far into the territory of the Slexican Government, 
ac a moment critical for the fate of the insurgents, under 
pretense of preventing Mexican soldiers from fomenting 
Indian disturbances, but in reality in aid of, and acting 
in singular concert and coincidence with, the army of the 
Kevolutionists ; the entire neglect of our Government to 
a'lopt any edicient measures to prevent the most un- 
warrantable aggressions of bodies of our own citizens, 
enlisted, organized and oflicered w.thin our own borders, 
and marched in arms and battle array upon the terri- 
tory, and against the inhabitants of a friendly govern- 
ment, in aid of freebooters and insurgents, and the pre- 
mature recognition of the Independence of Texas, by a 
snap vote, at the heel of a session of Congress, and that, 
too, at the very session when President Jackson had, by 
special Message, insisted that "the measure would 
be contrary to the policy invariably observed by the 
United States in all similar cases;" would be marked 
with great injustice to Mexico, and peculiarly liable to 
the darkest suspxions, inasmuch as the Texuns were 
almost all tmigi ants from the United Slates, and 

SnUOllT TllK KKCOCNITION OKTHKIR INDUPKNDBNCK WITU TUK 
AVOWKD PCKHUSi; OK UUTAINING TUEIR Ah'NKXATION TO TUB 

UsiTKi) Statks. These occurrences are too well known 
and too fresh in the memory of all, to need more 
than a pu^sing notice. These have become matters 
cf history. I'or further evidence upon all these and 
other important points, we refer to the memorable 
speech of John Quincy Adams, delivered in the House of 
Kepresentativcs during the morning hour in June and 
July, liiiiS, and to his address to his constituents, de- 
livered at Drainlree, 17th September, 1842. 

The open avowal of the Texans themselves— the fre- 
quent und anxious negotiations of our own (iovernment 
—the resolutions of vaiious States of the Union— the 
numerous declarations of members of Congresj — tlie 
tone of the Southern press— as well as tlie direct applica- 
tion of the Texan Government, make it impossible for 
any man to doubt, that annkxation, and the formation 
of several new Slaveholding States, were originally the 
policy and design of the Slaveholding States and the 
iixecutive of the Nation. 

The same reference will show, very conclusively, that 
the particular objects of this new acquisition of Slave 
Territory were thk pkiipktuatios of Slavgky and tub 

COSTISUrD ASCKNDBSCY OF TlflC SLAVB PoWKKn. 

The following extracts from a Koijort on that subject, 
adopted by the Legislature of Mississippi, from a mass 
of similar evidence wlr ''U might be adduced, will show 
uith what views the annexat ' m was then urged : 

" Bui «••! h.istim to suggest Ihn importance of the annexation 
of Vfviis to Uiia Kcpuqlic upon grounds Koiuewhal local in 
tli.'ir coinijluxioii, but of an Imuori iMliuilely grave and Inter- 
es.i.ij; •(( pcdple who inhabit the Suutliern portion of this 
(..'[wf -acracy, wliiire li Is known thai a spudes of domestic 
!-Uvcrv is ioli'.rat«il anil protected by law, whose existence Is 
prohibitiid by ihe legal regiilaiions ot o'.ber States of this Con- 

I slitriicy ; which system of Slavery is held by all, who are 
"itiiiiliiirly acquainted wllh Its practical ctfecls, Co he of highly 
iKiitjiriul iiijluence to tlie country uiUiia uhose Umita tt ii per- 
itaUt l t:> exint. 

" Till! Committee feel authorized to say that this system is 
ch T.slii'd by our consiltuenis as tike very palladium of their 
Ji '>•;>.; ill/ and liapptKeft, and whatever ignorant fanatics may 
. l-i « !i 're, coiijeoiure, the Committee are fully assured, upon 

I I ■ uo.si Jilifjeiit observation auJ rellecUon on Ihe subject, dial 
fcii. ( nil Ujo, iwl liomemi witjtiii her limits a bteniny tciOt uhiiA 



the affections of her people are to dotely enttrined and to corn- 
pleteli/ enfibred, and whose value is more highly apprsciated, 
than thai wblcii we are now cousiderug. 

• ••••••• 

'•It may not be improper here to remark that, during the 
last Bcssiou of Congress, when a Senator fnmi Mississippi pro- 
posed the acknowledgment of Texan independence, it was 
found, Willi a few exceplions, tlie mciixJU'v. of tliai body uer« 
reaily to taf;e yivunti upon it, as vpon Ihe tulject of Slaveiy 
ittelj. 

" With all these facts before us, we do not hesitate in be- 
lieving thai these foellngs intlueuced the New England Sena- 
tors, but one voting in favor of ihe measure ; and, indeed, Mr. 
Webster had been bold enough, in a public speech recently 
delivered in New-York, to many thousand ciUzens, to declare 
that the reason tiiat inUuenced his opposition was his abhor- 
rence of Slavery in the South, and thai it might, in the event of 
Its recognltlcn, become a slaveholdhig State. He also spoke 
of the ellbrts making in favor of Abolition ; and that, being pre- 
dicated upon and aided by the powerful Influftnce of religious 
feeling, it would become Irresistible and overwhelming. 

" This language, coming from so distinguished an individual 
as Mr. Webster, so familiar with the feelings of the North and 
entertaining so hlgn a respect for public sentiment In New 
Knglaud, speaks so plainly Ihe voice of the Nordi as not to bo 
mLsunderslood. 

" We sincerely hope there is enough good sense and genuine 
love of country among our fellow-countrymen of die Northern 
Slates, to ineure ui final juttice on Odt tuhject ; yet we cannot 
consider it safe or expedient for the people of the South to en- 
tirely disregard tfje elTorls of the fanatics, and the ophiiousof 
such men as Webster, and others who countenance such dan- 
gerous doctrines. 

" Tlie NorUiern States have no interettt of their oicn which 
require any tpeciaZ safeguards for their defense, save only 
their domestic manufactures; and God knows they have 
already received protection from Government on a most 
liberal scale ; under which encouragement they have im- 
proved and flourished beyond example. The South has xtry 
peculiar interests to preterce ; interesta already violently as- 
sailed and boldly threatened. 

" I'our C'ommiU:e are fully pertuaOid that this protection to 
her best interests tt ill be afforded by the annexation of Te3.(w ; 
an equipoise of influence in the halls of Congress uill be secured, 
uliicli uillfurniiJi us a permanent guaranty of protetlion.^' 

The speech of Mr. Adams, exposing the whole system 
of duplicity and perfidy toward Mexico, had marked the 
conduct of our Government; and the emphatic expressions 
of opposition which began to come up from all parties in 
the Free States, however, for a time, nearly silenced the 
clamors of the South for annexation, and the people of 
the North have been lulled into the belief that tiie pro- 
ject is nearly, if not wholly abandoned, and that, at 
least, there is now no serious danger of its consumma- 
tion. 

Believing this to be tt, false and dangerous security ; 
that the project has never been abandoned a moment, 
by Its originators and abettors, but that it has been d&- 
ferred for a more favorable moment for its accomplislv 
ment, we refer to a few evidences of more recent de- 
velopment upon which this opinion is founded. 

The last Election of President of the Republic of Texas, 
is understood to have turned, mainly, upon the question 
of annexation or no annexation, and the candidate 
favorable to that measure was successful by an over^ 
whelming majority. The sovereign States of Alabama, 
Tennessee, and Mississippi, have recently adopted Reso- 
lutions, some, if not all of them, unanimously, in favor 
of annexation, and forwarded them to Congress. 

The Hon. Henry A. Wise, a member of Congress from 
the District iu which our present Chief Magistrate resided 
when elected Vice-President, and who Is understood to 
be more intimately acquainted with the views and de- 
signs of the present administration than any other mem- 
ber of Congress, most distinctly avowed his desire for, 
and expectation of annexation, at the last session of 
Congress. Among other things, he said, in a speech 
delivered January 26, 1842: 

" True, if Iowa be added on the one side, Florida will be 
added on the other. But there the equation must stop. Let 
one more Northern State be admitted, and the equUibrium is 
gone— gone forever. The batatue of interests is gone— the safe- 
guard ot American property— of the American ConBUtution- 
of the American Union, vanished into thin air. This mmt ho 
tlie inevitable reiult, unlets by a treaty with Mexico, the South 

CAN ADD HOKE WEIGDT TO HER KKO OF TBE LEVEIl? Let the 

South stop at the Sabine, (the eastern boundary of Texas,) while 
•.he Norih may spread unchecked beyond the Rocky Moun- 
tains AND THE SODTHERN SCALE M0ST KICK TBE BEAM.'' 

Finding difficulties, perhaps, in the way of a cession by 
Treaty, in another speech delivered In April, 1842, on a 
motion made by Mr. Linn, of New-York, to strike out the 
salary of the Minister to Mexico, on the ground that the 
design of the Execdtivb, in making the appointment, 
was to accomplish the annexation of Texas, Mr. Wise 
said, " he earnestly hoped and trusted that tiie President 
was as desirous (of annexation) as he was represented to 
be. We may well suppose the President to be in favc ■ of 
it, as every wise statesman must be who is not governed 
by fanaticism, or local sectional prejudices." 
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He said of Texas, that— 

" While she was, as a Slate, weak and almost powprless In 
resisting invasion, she was herseJf Irresistible as an invading 
and a conquering power. She Iiad but a sparse popuUtion, 
and neither men nor money of her own, to raise and equip an 
army for her own defense ; but let her once raise the (lag of 
foreign conquest— let her once proclaim a crusade against the 
rich States to the south of her— and In a moment volunteers 
would flock to her standard In crowds, from all tlKStaten in the 
great valley of (he Mistissippi — ^men of enterprise and valor, be- 
fore whom no Mexican troops could stand for an hour. They 
would leave their own towns, arm themselves, and travel on 
their own cost, and would come up In thousands, to plant the 
lona star of the Xexan banner on the Mexican capltol. They 
would drive Santa Anna to the South, and in boundless wealth 
of captured towns, and rifled churches, and a lazy, vicious, 
and luxurious priesthood, would soon enable Texas, to pay her 
soldiery, and redeem her State debt, and push her victorious 
arms to the very shores of the Pacific. And would not all 
this extend the bounds of Slavery ? Yes, the result would be, 
that, before another quarter of a century, the extension of 
Slavery would not stop short of the Western Ocean. We had 
but two altemaiivea be/ore us ; either to receive Texas into our 
fraternil;/ of States, and thus make her our own, or to leave her to 
conquer llexico. and become our most dangerous and formidahle 
rival. 

" To talk of restraining the people of the great Valley from 
emigrating to join I;er armies, was all in vain ; and it was 
equally vain to calculate on their defeat by any Mexican 
forces, aided by Kngland or not. They had gone once already ; 
it toas the;/ that conquered Santa Anna at San Jacinto ; and 
three-fourths of them, after winning that glorious Held, had 
peaceably returned to their homes. But once set before them 
the conquest of the rich Mexican provinces, and you might as 
well attempt to stop the wind. This Government might send 
its troops to the frontier, to turn them back, and they would 
run over them like a herd of bull'alo. 

" Nothing could keep these booted loafers from rushing 
on, till they kicked u'le Spanish priests out of the temples they 
profaned." 

Mr. Wise proceeded to Insist that a majority of the people of 
the United Slates were hi favor of the annexation ; at all 
events, he would risk it with the Democracy of the North. 

"Sir," said Mr. Wise, " It is not only the duty of the Govern- 
ment to demand the liquidation of our claims, and the Ilbera- 
tiou of our citizens, but to go further, and demand the non- 
Invasion of Texas. Shall we sit still while the stiindard of in- 
surrection Is raised on our borders, and let a horde of slates, 
and Indians and MexicaTis roll up to the boundary line ofArhan- 
sas and Louisiana? No. It ts our duly at once to say to 
Mexico, ' If you strike Te-xas, you strike us and if England, 
standing by, should dare to intermeddle, and ask, ' Do you 
take part tcith Texas f his prompt answer should be, ' Tea, and 
againtt you.' 

" Such, he veould let gentlemen 7moiP, was the spirit of the whola 
ptopleof the great valley of the West." 

Several other members of Congress, In the same debate, 
expressed similar views and desires, and they are still 
more frequently expressed in conversation. 

The Hon. Thomas W. Gilmer, a member of Congress 
from Virginia, and formerly a Governor of that State, 
numbered as one of the " Guard," and of course under- 
stood to be in the counsels of the Cabinet, in a letter 
bearing date the 10th day of January last, originally de- 
signed as a private and confidential letter to a friend, 
gives it as his deliberate opinion, after much examination 
and reflection, that Texas will be annisxbd to thb 
Union; and he enters into a specious argument, and pre- 
sents a variety of reasons in favor of the measure. He 
says, among other things : 

'•Having acquired Louisiana and Florida, we have an In- 
ter-ist and a frontier on the Gulf of Mexico, and along our In- 
terior to ihi! I'aclllc, which wlU not permit us to close our eves, 
or Ibl 1 our arms, with indltl'erence to the events which a "few 
years may disolose Ui that quarter. We have already liad one 
qiiBsilon of boundary with Texas ; other questions must soon 
arise, uii'ler our revenue laws, and on other points of neces- 
sary iiuercnurse, which It will be UQlcult to adjust. The intti- 
tittions of Texas, and her relations with otAer governments, are 
yet in that condition which inclines her people (who are Oi'r oicn 
Kountriim-n,) to ujiite their dotinies icith ours. Tuis MUST nE 
»i).SE soo.-*, OR SOT AT Aix. There are numerous trilies of In- 
di-ins along lnUh frontiers, which can easily become the cause or 
th". in--ti uiuent of Imrder tears." 

None can be so blind now, as not to know that the real 
design and object of the South is, to "add nkw weight 
TO UKR KNo (.> TBB LRVBR." It was upon that ground 
that Mr. Webster placed his opposition, in his speech on 
that subject in New- York, in March, 1837. In that speech, 
after stating that he saw insurmountable objections to 
the annexation of Texas, that the purchase of Louisiana 
and Florida furnished no precedent for it, that the cases 
were not parallel, and that no such policy or necessity 
as led to that, required the annesation of Texas, he said: 
(Jtiuilfraen, we all see, that by whomsoever possessed, 
Texas is ilknly to bo a slaveholding country ; and I frankly 
avow my enure unwillingness to do anything which shall 
extend the Slavery of the African ra";*? on this continent, or add 
oiher slaveholding iJtates' to the Union. When I say that I 
r.-igard Slavery as in liself a great moral, soidal, and political 
evil. I only use language whinh his been adopted bydislln- 
guished men, themselves cllizeua of Slaveholding States. I 
shall do notUng, therefore, to favor or encourage Ita further 
extension." 



In concltision he said : 

" I see, therefore, no pnlllical necessity for the annoxallon 
of Texas to the Union ; no advantages to be derived from it , 
and objections to it of a strong, and, in my judgment, decisive 
character. 

" I believe It to be for the Interest and happiness of ihe 
whole Union, to remain as it is, without diminution and wiihuut 
addition." 

To prevent the success of this nefarious project— to 
preserve from such gross violation the Constitution of our 
country, adopted expressly " to secure the blessings of 
liberty," and not the perpetuation of Slavery— and to 
prevent the speedy and violent dissolution of tlie Union 
— we invite you to unite, without distinction of party, in 
an immediate expression of your views on this subject, 
in such tnanner as you may deem best calculated ta 
answer the end proposed. 

John Qdiscv Adams, Nathanirl B. Bordkn, 
Seth M. Gates, Tuomas 0. Chittenden, 

William Sladk, John Mattocks, 

William B. Calhoun, cSristophkr Morgan, 
Joshua R. Giddings, Joshoa M. Howard, 
guEB!.ocK J, Andrews, Victort Bibdseve, 

lIiiAND Hall, 
Washington, March 8rd, 1843. 

[Note.— Tho •■'i' address was drawn up by Hon. Seth M. 
Gates, of New- York, at the suggestion of John Qulncy Adams 
and sent to membr^s of Congress at their residences, aflei 
the close of the session, for their signatures. Many more thar 
the above approved hcarllly of Its positions and objects, 
and would have signed It, but for its premature publica- 
tion, through mistake. Mr. Whithrop, of Mass., was one of 
these, with Gov. Brlgga, of course ; Mr. Fillmore declined 
signing it.] 

The letters of Messrs. Clay and Van Buren, 
taking ground against annexation, without the 
consent of Mexico, as an act of bad faith and 
aggression, which would necessarily result in 
war, which appeared in the spring of 1844, 
make slight allusions, if any, to the Slavery 
aspect of the case. In a later letter, Mr. Clav 
declared that he did not oppose annexation on 
account of Slavery, which he regarded as a 
temporary institution, which, therefore, ought 
not to stand in the way of a permanent acquisi- 
tion. And, though Mr. Clay's last letter on the 
subject, prior to tlie election of 1844, reiterated 
and emphasized all his objections to annexation 
under the existing circumstances, he did not in- 
clude the existence of Slavery. 

The defeat of Mr. Van Buren, at the Balti- 
more Nominating Convention — Mr. Polk biiing 
selected in his stead, by a body which had bei-n 
supposed pledged to renominate the ex-rn-si- 
dent — excited considerable feeling, especially 
among the Democrats of New- York. A number 
of their leaders united in a letter, termed the 
"Secret Circular," advising their brethren, 
while they supported Polk and Dallas, to be 
careful to vote for candidates for Congress who 
would set their faces as a flint against annexa- 
tion, which was signed by 

Gkoroe p. Barkkb, David Dudlbt Field, 
William C. Bryant, Theodore Sedgwick, 
J. W. Edmonds, Thomas W. TucKtB, 

Isaac Towsrknu. 

Silas Wright, then a Senator of the Utdte-l 
States, anti who, as sr.ch, had opposed the 
Tyler Treaty of Annexation, was nov,r rtiu 
for Governor, as the only nw.^ who couUVcatrv 
the State of New-York for Poik and Dallas, hi 
a democratic speech at Skaneatelea, N. Y., Mr. 
Wright had recently declared that ha could 
never consent to Annexation on any terms 
which would give Slavery an atJvama^c ow- 
Freedom. This sentiment was ii'iteriiicd ami 
atnpliiied in a great Conlentioa of the Dunio- 
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eracy, which met at Herkimer, in the autumn of 
this year. 

The contest proceeded .. ith great earnestness 
throughout the Free States, the supporters of 
Polk and of Birney (the Abolition candidate 
for President), fully agreeing in the assertion 
that Mr. Clay's position w&a equally favorable to 
Annexation with Mr. Polk's. Mr. Birney in a 
letter published on the eve of the Election, de- 
clared that he regarded Mr. Clay's election as 
more favorable to Annexation than Mr. Polk's, 
because, while equally inclined to fortify and 
extend Slavery, he possessed more ability to 
influence Congress in its favor. 

Before this time, but as yet withheld from, 
and unknown to, the public, Mr. Calhoun, now 
President Tyler's Secretary of State, and an 
early and powerful advocate of Annexation, had 
addressed to Hon. Wm. R. King, our Embassa- 
dor at Pari's, an official dispatch from which we 
make the following extracts: 

MR. CALHOUN TO MR. KING. 

Dkpabtmbnt of State, ( 
Washington, August 12, 1844 f 

Sir— I have laid your dispatch,*No. 1, before the 
President, who instructs me to make linown to you tliat 
he has tea.il it with much pleasure, especially the portion 
which relates to your cordial reception by the Kiug, and 
his assurance of friendly feelings toward the United 
States. The President, in particular, highly appreciates 
the declaration of ?he King, that in no event, would any 
steps be taken by his government in the slightest degree 
hostile, or which would give to the United States just cause 
of complaint. It was the more gratifying from the fact, 
that our previous information was calculated to make 
the impression that the government of France was pre- 
pared to unite with Great Britain in a joint protest 
against the annexation of Texas, and a joint effort to 
Induce her Uovernment to witlidraw the proposition to 
annex, on condition that Mexico should be made to 
acknowledge her independence. He is happy to infer 
from your dispatch that the information, so far as it 
relates to France, is in all probability without founda- 
tion. You did not go further than you ought, in assur- 
ing the King that the object of Annexation would be 
pursued with unabated vigor, and in giving your opinion 
that a decided majority of the American people were in 
its favor, and that it would certainly be annexed at no 
distant day. I feel confident that your anticipation will 
be fully realized at no distant period. 

Every day will tend to weaken that combination of 
political causes which led to the opposition of the 
measure, and to strengthen the conviction tiiat it was 
not only expedient; but just and necessary. 

But to descend' to particulars : it is certain that 
while England, like France, desires the independence of 
Texas, with the view to commercial connections, it is not 
less so that one of the leading motives of England for 
desiring it, is the hope that, through her diplomacy and 
inSuenue, Negro Slavery may be abolished there, and 
uUimately, by consequence, in the United States and 
throughout the whole of this continent. That its ultimate 
abolition throughout the entire continent is an object 
ardently desired by her, we have decisive proofs in the 
declaration of the Ear! of A?<rrdeen, delivered to this 
Department, and of which you will find a copy among 
the documents transmitted to Congress with the Texan 
treaty. That she desires its abolition in Texas, and has 
used her influence and diplomacy to effect it '.here, the 
eaiDe document, with the correspondence of this Depart- 
ment with Mr. Packeiifeim, a!;>o to be found among the 
- documeeta, furnishes proof no?, less conclusive. That 
one of the object.-) of abolish^cg It there is to facilitate 
its abolition in th<i United ::;tatei:, and throughout the 
oonlir.cnt, is uianifcjt from the' declaration of «ie Aboli- 
tion party aud societlfts both '.n this country and in Eng- 
land, li'. fa.ct, tflere is g&uU reason to believe that the 
Kiheme U abolishing it in "c'exas, with a view to lir .•\b«- 
liiiii. ill tJiy T'mited States, .nid over the continent, .irigl« 
natod with the prominent nierr,bers of the par'/ j" the 
Uniti 1 Stz.(«s : dind was first broachPtJ by tli.'iu iu "the 
(So called I 'v>'orld's Ciinv>;ntion. held in London in ttie 
year \^t\ ui.ii throvgh its ag-fiicy brought to the notice 
if the Vritlih Govenjuie.it. 

!«ow, i bold, not only that France can have no Interest 



in the consummation of this grand scheme, which Eng- 
land hopes to accomplish through Texas, if she can 
defeat the Annexation, but that her interests, and those 
of all the Continental powers of Europe are directly and 
deeply opposed to it. 



The election of James K. Polk as President, 
and George M. Dallas as Vice-President, (Nov. 
1844) having virtuully settled, affirmatively, the 
question of annexing Texas, the XXVlUtli 
Congress conniienced its second session at 
Washington, on the 2d of December, 1844 — Mr. 
John Tyler being .'itill acting President up to 
the end of the Congress, March 4th following. 

Dec. 19.— Mr. Jolm B. Weller, (then member 
from Ohio) by leave, introduced a joint resolu- 
tion. No. 51, providing for the annexation of 
Texas to the United Stau-s, which he moved to 
the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. E. S. Hamlin, of Ohio, movod a reference 
of said resolve to a Commitii'e of otie Ironi each 
State, with instructions to report 

Whether the annexation of Texas would not extend 
and perpetuate Slavery in the Slave States, and also, the 
internal Slave-trade; and whether the United States 
Government has any Constitutional power over Slavery 
in the States, eilhw to perpetuate it there, or to rfo /< 
away. 

The question on commitr'°nt was insisted 
upon, and first taken — Yeas, 109 (Democrats) ; 
Nays, 61 (Whigs); whereupon it was held that 
Mr. Hamlin's amendment was defeated, and the 
original preposition alone committed. 

January KHh, 1845.— Mr. John P. Hale, of 
New-Hampshire, (then a Democratic Represen- 
tative, now a Republican Senator) proposed the 
following as an amendment to any actorressolve 
contemplating the annexation of Texas to this 
Union : 

Provided, That immediately after the question of 
boundary between the United States of America and 
Mej ico shall have been definitively settled by the two 
Governments, and before any State formed out of the 
Territory of Texas shall be admitted into the Union, the 
said Territory of Texas shall be divided as follows, to 
wit : beginning at a point on the Gulf of iiexico, midway 
between the Northern and Southern boundaries thereof 
on the coast ; and thence by a line running in a North- 
westerly direction to the extreme boundary thereof, so 
as to divide the same as nearly as possible into two 
equal parts, and in that portion of said Territory lying 
South and West of the line to be run as aforesaid, there 
shall beneitherSlavery nor involuntary servitude, other- 
vise than in the puuishmentof crimes, whereof the party 
shall have been duly convicted. 

And provided further. That this provision shall be 
considered as a compact between the people of the 
United States and the people of the said Territory, and 
forever remain unalterable, unless by the consent of 
three-fourths of the States of the Union. 

Mr. Hale asked a suspension of the rules, to 
onable him to ofler it now, ftiid have it printed 
and committed. Refused — Yeas, 92 (not two 
thirds) ; Nays, «1. 

YgQ^ ^All the Whip** and most of the Demo- 
crats from the Free States, with Messrs. Duncan 
L. Clinch and Alexander H. Stephens, of Georgia, 
and George W. Summers, oi Virginia. 

Xfays — All the meniber.'s irom Slave States, 
except the above, with the following from Free 
States : 

Mainb.— Sheppard Gary— 1. 

NKW-nAMfsuiKK.— Edmund Burke, Moses Norris, jr. — 2. 
Nkw-Yohk.— .lames G. Clinton, Selah B. Strong— 2. 
Pennsylvania. — James Black, Uichard Brodhead, 
J{. D. Poster, Joneph It. Ingernoll, Mic/Mel II. Jenk<i—6. 
Ouio. — Joseph J. McDowell— 1. 
LuaiANA.- ^Wm. J. Brown, J. W. Davis, John Pettit— 3. 

* Except the Im'o here given In Jiaiici. 
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Illinois.— Orlando B. Ficklin, Joseph P. noce, Robert 
Bmith-S. 

Total Democrats from Free States, 17. 

December Vlth. — Mr. 0. J. Ingersoll, of Penn- 
sylvania, from the Committee on Foreign Aifairs, 
reported a Joint Hesolution for annexing Texas 
10 tlie Union, whicii was committed and dis- 
cussed in Committee of tiie Whole front time to 
lime, through tlie next month. 

January 1th. — Mr. J. P. Hale presented re- 
solves of the Legislature of New-Hiunpshire, 
thoroughly in favor of Annexation, and silent 
on the subject of Slavery, except as follows : 

Resolved, That we agree with Mr. Clay, that the re- 
annexation of Texas will add more Free than Slave 
States to the Union ; and that it would be unwise to re- 
fuse a permanent acquisition, which will exist as long as 
the globe remains, on account of a temporary institution. 

January Vitli. — Mr. Cave Johnson, of Ten- 
iiessee, moved that all further debate on this 
subject be closed at 2 p.m. on Timrsday next. 
Carried— Yeas, 136; Nays, 57 ; (nearly all the 
Kays from Slave States.) ' 

January 2olh. — The debate, after an exten- 
sion of time, was at length brought to a close, 
and the Joint Kesolution taken out of Commit- 
tee, and reported to the House in the following 
form ; ( iliat portion relating to Slavery, having 
been added in Committee, on motion of Mr. 
Milton Brown, (Whig) of Tennessee : 

Resolved, hy the Senate and Home of Representa' 
then ill Congress assembled. That Congress doth con- 
sent that the Territory properly included within, and 
rightfully belonging to, the Republic of Texas, may be 
erected into a new State, to be called the State of Texas, 
with a republican form of Government, to be adopted by 
tlie people of said Uepublic, by deputies in Convention 
as^euibied, with the consent of the existing Government, 
In o.der that the same maybe admitted as one of the 
htiites of this Union. 

2. Aiul be it/urth»r resolved. That the forego'ng con- 
sent of Congress is given upon the following conditions, 
and with the follow. ng guaranties, to wit: 

First. Said State to be formed, subject to the adjust- 
ment by this Government of ail questions of boundary 
that may arise with other governments ; and the Con- 
stitution thereof, with the proper evidence of its adoption 
by the people of said Uepublic of Texas, shall be trans- 
mitted to the President of the United States, to be laid 
before Congress for its final action, on or before the 1st 
day of January, 184S. 

Second. Said State, when admitted into the Union, 
after ceding to the United States all public ediflces.forti- 
fications, barracks, ports and harbors, navy and navy- 
yards, docks, magazines, arms, armaments, and all other 
property and means pertaining to the public defense, 
belonging to the said Uepublic of Texas, shall retain all 
the public funds, debts, taxes, and dues of every kind 
which may belong to, or be due or owing said Uepublic ; 
and shall also retain all the vacant and unappropriated 
lands lying witbin its limits, to be applied to the pay- 
ment of debts and liabilities of said Uepublic of Texas ; 
and the residue of said lands, after discharging said debts 
and liabilities, to be disposed of as said State may direct : 
but in no evont are said debts and liabilities to become 
t. charge upon the United States. 

Third. New States of convenient size, not exceeding 
four in number, in addition to said Staio of Texas, and 
having BufBcient population,may hereafter.by the consent 
of said State, be formed out of the Territory thereof, 
which shall be entitled to admission under the provisions 
of the Federal Constitution. And such States as may be 
formed out of that portion of said Territory, lying south 
of thirty-six degrees thirty minutes north latitude, com- 
monly known as the Missouri Compromise line, shall be 
admitted Into the Union, with, or without Slavery, as the 
people of each State asking admission may desire ; and 
in such State or States as shall be formed out of said 
Territory, north of said Missouri Compromise line. 
Slavery or involuntary servitude (except for crime) shall 
be prohibited. 

Mr. Cave .John<?on, of Tennessee, moved the 
previous question, which the House seconded — 
Yeas, 1 l;i ; Nay.s, lof.— and then the amendment 



aforesaid was agreed to — Yeas, 118; Nays, 
101. 

Yeas — 114 Democrats, and Messrs. Milton 
Brown, of Tennessee ; James Dellet, of Alabama; 
and Duncan L. Clinch, and Alexander H. 
Stephens, of Georgia, (4) Southern Whigs. 

iVay.s — all the Whigs present from Free States 
with all from Slave States, but the four just 
named ; with the following Democrats from 
Free States: 

M.iiNE.— llobert P. Dunlap, Hannibal Hamlin— 2. 

Vfit.MONT. — Paul Dillingham, jr. — 1. 

Nkw-II.\mp.'!HIre. — John P. Hale — 1. 

Cos^•^x■TIC0T. — George S. Catlin — 1. 

Nuw-YoKK —Joseph II. Anderson, Charles S.Benton, 
Jeremiah H. Carey, Amasa^ana, Richard D. Davis, 
Byram Green, Preston King, Smitli M. Purdy, George 
Uathbun, Orville Robinson, David L. Seymour, Lemuel 
Stetson— 13. 

Ohio.— Jacob llrinckerhoff, William C. McCauslen, 
Joseph Morris, Henry St. John— 4. 
Mici{io.\N. — James B. Hunt, Robert McClelland— 2. 

Total Democrats from Free States, 23. 

Total Whigs from Free and Slave States 78. 

The House then ordered the whole proposi- 
tion to a third reading iorthwiih — Yeas, 120; 
Nays, V)7 — and passed it, Yeas, 1*20; Nays, 98. 

Yrax — all tli^ Democrats from Slave Slates, 
and all the Democrats from Free States, except 
as above ; witii Messrs. Duncan L. Clinch, Mil- 
ton Brown, James Dellet, Willoughby Newton, 
of Virginia, (wiio therefrom turned Democrat), 
and Alexander H. Stephens of Georgia, (now 
Demourat), from Slave States. 

Naya — all the Whigs from Free States; all 
those from Slave States except as above ; with 
23 Democrats from Free States. 

So the resolve passed the House, and was 
sent to tlie Senate for concurrence. 

In Senate, several attempts to originate action 
in fuvor of Annexation were made at this tea- 
sion, but nothing came of them. 

February 24<//. — The joint resolution afore- 
said from the House was taken up for con- 
sideration by 30 Yeas to 11 Nays (all Northern 
Whigs). On the 27th, Mr. Walker, of Wiscou- 
sin, moved to add an alternative proposition, 
contemplating negotiation as the means of 
eiTecting the meditated end. 

Mr. Fosn,>r, (Whig) of Tennessee, proposed 

That tlie State of Texas, and such other States as may 
be formed out of that portion of 'he present Territory ol 
Texas, lying south of thirty-siix degrees thirty minutes 
north latituile, commonly known as the Missouri Com- 
prondse line, shall be admitted into the Union with or 
without Slavery, as the people of each State, so hereafter 
asking admission, may desire. 

On which the question was taken. Yeas, (all 
Whigs but 3) 18 ; Nays, 34. 

Various amendments were proposed and voted 
down. Among them, Mr. Foster, of Tenn., 
moved an express stipulation that Slavery should 
be tolerated in all States formed out of the 
Territory of Texas, south of the Missouri line 
of 363 30', Rejected — Yeas, 16 (Southern 
Whigs, and Sevier, of Arkansas) ; Nays, 33. 

Mr. Miller, of N. J., moved that the existence of Sla- 
very be forever prohibited in the northern and northwest- 
ern part of said Territory, west of the lOoth degree of 
latitude west from Greenwich, so as to divide, as equally 
I as may be. the whole of tlie annexed country belwoun 
Slaveholding and Non-Slavebolding States. 

Yeas, 11 ; all Northern Whigs, except Mr. 
Crittenden, Ky. Nays, 33. 

The vote in the Senate on the joint resc'ution 
for Annexation stood, Yeas, 26, all Demo. 
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cnits but 3 ; Nays, 25, (all Whigs). In the 
House, Yeas 134, all Democrats but 1 : Navs, 77, 
(all WhiKs). 

THE WILMOT PROVISO. 

Texas liaving been annexed during the sum- 
mer of 1845, in pursuance of the joint resolu- 
tion of the two Houses of Congress, a portion 
of the United States Army, under Gen. Taylor, 
was, early in the spring of 1 846, moved down 
to the east bank of the Rio Grande del Norte, 
claimed by Texas as her western boundary, but 
not so regarded by Mexico. A hostile collision 
ensued, resulting in war between the United 
States and Mexico. 

It was early thereafter deemed advisable that 
a considerable sum should be placed by Con- 
gress at the President's disposal to negotiate an 
advantageous Treaty of Peace and Limits with 
the Mexican Goveriiment. A message to this 
effect was submitted by President Polk to Con- 
gress, August Stli, 1846, and a bill in accord- 
ance with its suggestions laid before the House, 
which proceded to consider the subject in Com- 
mittee of the Whole. The bill appropriating 
$30,000 for immediate use in negotiations with 
Mexico, and placing $2,000,000 more at the 
disposal of the President, to be employed in 
making peace, Mr. David Wilmot, of Pa., after 
consultation with other Northern Democrats, 
offered the following Proviso, in addition to the 
first section of the bill : 

Provided, That as an express and fundamental con- 
dition to tlie acquisition of any territory from tlie Repub- 
lic of Mexico l)y tlie United States, by virtue of any treaty 
wlitcli may be negotiated between tliein, and to tlie use 
by the Executive of the moneys herein appropriated, 
neither Slavery nor involuntary servitude shall ever exist 
in any part of said Territory, except for crime, whereof 
tiie party stiall be first duly convicted. 

This proviso was carried in Committee, by the 
strong vote of eighty-three to sixty-four — only 
three Members (Democrats) from the Free- 
States, it was said, opposing it. (No record is 
made of individual votes in Committee of the 
Whole.) The bill was then reported to the 
House, and Mr. Uathbun, of N. Y., moved the 
previous question on its engrossment. 

Mr. Tibbatts, of Ky., moved that it do lie on 
the table. Defeated — Yeas, 79 ; (Stephen A. 
Douglas, John A. McClernand, John Pettit, 
and Robert C. Schenck, voting with the South 
to lay on the table ;) Nays 93 ; ( Henry Grider 
and William P. Thomasson, of Ky. (Whigs) 
voting with the North against it. 

The bill was then engrossed for its third 
reading by Yeas 85, Nays, 80 ; and thus passed 
without further division. A motion to recon- 
sider was laid on the table — Yeas, 71 ; Nays, 83. 
So the bill was passed and sent to the Senate, 
where Mr. Dixon H. Lewis, of Alabama, moved 
that the Proviso above cited be stricken out ; 
on which debate arose, and Mr. John Davis of 
Mass., was speaking when, at noon of August 
loth, the time fixed for adjournment having 
arrived, both Houses adjourned without day. 



The XXXth Congress assembled Dec. 8, 1847. 
Feb. 28th 1848, Mr. Putnam of New- York 
moved the following : 

Whereas, In the settlement of the difficulties pending 
between this country and Mexico, territory may be ac- 
quired in whicli Slavery does not now exist. 



And ioliereas. Congress, In the organization of a terrl- 
toiial government, at an early period of our political his- 
tory, established a principle worthy of imitation in all 
future time, forbidding the existence of Slavery in free 
territory ; Therefore, 

Iteaolved, That in any Territory, that may be ac- 
quired from Mexico, over which shall be established 
territorial governments. Slavery, or involuntary servi- 
tude, except as a punishment for crime, whereof the 
party shall have been duly convicted, sl.^U be forever 
prohibited ; and that in any act or resolution establish- 
ing such gcvernments, a fundamental provision ought to 
be inserted to that eCfect. 

Mr. R. Brodhead, of Penn., moved that this 
resolution lie on the table. Carried: Yeas, 105 ; 
Nays, 93. 

Yeas — all the members from Slave States, 
but John W. Houston (Whig), of Delaware, 
with the following from Free States (all Demo- 
crats but Levin) : 

Maine.— Asa W. H. Clapp, Franltlin Clarlc, Jas. S. 
Wiley, HezekiaU Williams— 4. 

New-Yohk.— Ausburn BIrdsall, David S. Jackson, 
Frederick W. Lord, William B. Maclay— 4. 

PusNSYLVANiA.— Richard Brodhead, Charles Brown, 
Lewis 0. Levin, Job Man— 4, 

Ohio.— William Kennon, jr., John K. Miller, Thomas 
Richey, William Sawyer— 4. 

Indiana.— Charles W. Cathcart, Thomas J. Henley, 
John Pettit, John L. Robinson, William W. Wick— 6. 

Illinois.— Orlando B. Ficklln, John A. McClernand, 
William A. Kicliardaon, Robert Smith, Thomas J, 
Turner — 5. 

Nayn—aW the Whigs and a large majority of 
the Democrats from Free States, with John W. 
Houston aforesaid. 

This vote terminated all direct action ia 
favor of the Wilmot Proviso for that Session. 

July 18th. — In Senate, Mr. Clayton, of Del., 
from the Select Committee to which was re- 
ferred, on the 12th inst., the bill providing a ter- 
ritorial government for Oregon, reported a bill 
to establish Territorial governments for Oregon, 
New Mexico, and California, which was read. 
(It proposed to submit all questions as to the 
rightful existence or extent of Slavery in the 
Territories to the decision of the Supreme Court 
of the United States.) 

July, 24th.— Second rending, Mr. Baldwin, 
of Conn., moved to strike out so much of said 
bill as relates to California and New Mexico. 
Rejected : Yeas, 17 (Northern Free Soil men of 
both parties) ; Nays, 37. 

The bill was discussed through several suc- 
ceeding days. On the 20th, Mr. Clarke, of R. 
I., moved to add to the 6th section : 

Provided, however. That no law, regulation, or act 
of the provisional government of said Territory permit- 
ting Slavery or involuntary servitude therein shall be 
valid, until the same shall be approved by Congress." , 

Rejected: Yeas, 19 [Col. Benton, and 18 
Nortiiern Freesoilers of botii parties] ; Nays, 33. 

Mr. Reverdy Johnson, of Md., moved to 
amend the bill by inserting : 

Except only, that in all cases of title to slavea, the 
said writs of error or appeals shall be allowed and de- 
cided by the said Supreme Court without regard to tho 
value of the matter, property, or title in controversy ; 
and except, also, that a writ of error or appeal shall 
also be allowed to the Supreme Court of the United 
States from the decision of the said Supreme Court cre- 
ated by this act, or of any judge thereof, or of the dia- 
trict Courts created by this act, or of any judge upon 
any writ of habeas corpus involving the question of per- 
sonal freedom. 

Carried; Yeas, 31 (all sorts); Nays, 19 (all 
Southern, but Bright, Dickinson, and Hannegan). 

Mr. Baldwin, of Connecticut, moved an addi* 
tional section, as follows : 
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Sec. 87. And be it further enacted, That St shall be 
the Uuty ot the attorneys for said Territories, respec- 
tively, on the complaint of any person held in involun- 
ta y servitude therein, to malte application in his be- 
half in due form of law, to the court next thereafter to 
be holden in said Territory, for a writ of habeas corpus, 
to be directed to the person so holding su a applicant 
in service as aforesaid, and to pursue all needful mea- 
sures in his behalf; and if the ('"cision of such court shall 
be adverse to tlie application, or if, on the return of the 
writ, relief shall be denied to tlie applicant, on the 
ground that he is a slave held in servitude in said Terri- 
tory, said attorney shall cause an appeal to be talten 
therefrom, and the record of ail the proceedings in the 
case to be transmitted to the Supreme Court of the 
United States as speedily as may be, and to give notice 
thereof to the Attorney General of the United States, 
who shall prosecute the same before said Court, who 
shall proceed to hear and determine the same at the 
first term thereof. 

Yeas, 15 (all Northern, except Benton); 

Nays, 31. 

Mr. Davis, of Mass., moved to strike out sec- 
tion 12, and insert as follows : 

Bee. 12. And be it further enacted, That so much 
of the sixth section of the ordinance of the 13th July, 
1787, as Is contained in the following words ; viz. ' There 
BhaU be neither Slavery nor involuntary servitude in the 
Bi^d Territory, otherwise than in the punishment of 
crimes, whereof the party shall have been duly con- 
victed,' shall be and remain in force in the Teri itory of 
Oregon. 

This was defeated; Yeas, 21 ; Nays, 33. 
The bill was then engrossed for a third read- 
ing ; Yeas, 33 ; Nays, 22 ; as follows : 

Yeas — For Clayton's Compromise : 

Messrs. Atchison, Houston, 

Atherton. Hunter, 

Qenton, Johnson, Md. 

.Berrien, Johnson, La. 

norland, Johnson, Ga. 

B'eese, King, 

Bright, lewia, 

Butler, Man^am, 

Calhoun, Mason, 

Clayton, Phelps, 

Davis, Miss. Husk, 

Dickinson, Sebastian, 

Douglas, Epruance, 

Downs, Sturgeon, 

Foote, Turney, 

Uannegan, Westcott, 
Yulee-83. 

2i'ai/8 — Against Clayton's bill : 

Messrs. Alien, Felch, 

Badger, Fitzgerald, 

Baldwin, Greene, 

Bell, Hale, 

Bradbury, Hamlin, 

Clarke, MetcalL 

Corwin, Miller, 

Davis, Mass. Niles, 

Dayton, Underwood, 

Dix, Upham, 

Dodge, Walker— 22. 

So the bill was engrossed, and imoaediately 
passed without a divii<ion. 

July 28iA.— This bill reached the House, and 
was taken up and read twice. 

Mr. A. H. Stephens, of Ga., moved that the 
bill do lie on the table. Yeas and Nays orderd, 
and the motion prevailed: Yeas, 112; Nays, 
97. 

Yeof, all the Free State Whigs, with 8 Whigs 
from Slave States ; 20 Democrats from Free 
States. 

JVaya—21 Democrats from Free States, with 
76 Democrats and Whigs from Slave States. 

Mr. Pollock, of Pa,, moved that this vote be 
reconsidered, and that the motion to reconsider 
• do lie on the table; which prevailed: Yeas, 
J 13; Nays, 96. 



So Mr. Clayton's project of Compromise waa 
defeated. 

The next session of the same Congress opened 
under very different auspices. The Mexican 
War had been terminated, so that none could 
longer be deterred from voting for Slavery Ex- 
clusion by a fear that the prosecution, of hos- 
tilities v/ould thereby be embarrassed. General 
Taylor had been elected President, receiving 
the votes of Delaware, Maryland, North Caro- 
lina, Georgia, Kentucky, Tennessee, Lotiisiana, 
and Florida — a moiety of the Slave States — over 
Gen. Cass, now the avowed opponent of Slavery 
Restriction. Many of the Northern Democrats 
considered themselves absolved by this vote IVom 
all extra-constitutional obligations to the South, 
and voted accordinglv. 

J)ec. IS.— Mr. J. M. Root, of Ohio, offered 

the following : 

Jtesolved, That the Committee on Territories be In- 
structed to report to this House, with us little delay as 
practicable, a bill or bills providing a Territorial Govern- 
ment for each of the Territories of New Mexico and Cali- 
fornia, and excluding Slavery therefrom. 

A call of the House was had, and the previous 
question ordered. 

Mr. W. P. Ilall, of Mo., moved that the same 
do lie on the table. Lost : Yeas, 80 ; Nays, 106. 

The resolve then passed : Yeas, 108 ; Nays, 
80, viz. : 

Yeaa — All the Whigs from Free States, and all the De- 
mocrats, but those noted as Nays below, including the fol- 
lowing, who had voted against the same principle at the 
former session : 

Maine.— Asa W. H. Clapp, James S. Wiley— 2. 

New- York. — Frederick W. Lord— 1. 

Ohio. — Thomas Kichey — 1. 

Indiana.— Charles W. Cathcart, Thomas J. Henley, John 
L. Robinson, "William W. AVick-4. 
Illinois.— Robert Smith— 1. 

Messrs. Clark and H. Williams, of Maine, Blrdsall and 
Maclay, of New-York, Brodhead and Mann, of I'a., Pettit, 
of Ind., Ficklin and McClelland, of HI., who voted with 
the South at the former session— now failed to vote. 

Mr. Jackson, of N. Y , who then voted with tlie South, 
had been succeeded by Mr. li. Greeley, who voted with tlie 
North. 

iV^ays— All the Members voting from the Slave States, 
with the following from the Free States : 

New- York.— Henry C. Murphy— 1. 

Pennsvlvasia.— Charles Brown, Charles J. Ingersoll— 2. 

Ohio. — William Kennon, jun., John K. Miller, WiUiaai 
Sawyer— 3. 

Illinois.— William A. Richardson— 1. 

Iowa.— Shci)herd Lefller— 1. 

Total Nays from Free States — 8. 

Mr. Robinson, of Ind , moved a reconsidera- 
tion of this vote, which motion (Dec. 18), on 
motion of Mr. Wentworth, of 111., was laid oa 
the table : Yeas, 105 ; Nays, 83. 

The Civil and Diploniatic Appropriation bill 
having passed the House in the usual form, came 
up to the Senate, where it was debated several 
days. 

I'eb. 2Ut. — Mr. Walker, of Wise, moved an 
amendment, extending all the laws of the United 
States, so far as applicable, to the Territories 
acquired from Mexico. 

Mr. Bell, of Tenn., moved to add further sec- 
tions organizing the State of California, to be 
admitted into the Union on the 1st of October 
next. Tl.i3 was rejected : Yeas, 4 (Bell, Dodge 
of Iowa, Douglas, Davis) ; Nays, 39. 

Feb. 26<A.— Mr. Dayton, of N. J., moved that 
the President be vested with power to provide 
a suitable temporary government for the Ter- 
ritories. Rejected: Yeas, 8; Nays, 47. 



OREGON. 



The question recurred on Mr. Walker's amend- 
ment, which was carried : Yeas, 29 ; Nays, 
27. 

The bill being returned to the House, thus 
amended, this ameudmeut was (March 2d) voted 
down: Yeas, 101; Nays, 115 — as follows: 

Yeas — all the members from the Slave 
States, with the following from the Free States, 
viz.: 

Maine— Ilezekiah Willlains— 1. 

NKW-yoBK— Ausburn Birdsall — ^l. 

Pennsylvania — Samuel A. Bridges, Kichard Brod- 
head, Charles Brown, Charles J. Ingersoll, Lewis C. 
Zevin—5. 

Ohio— William Kennon, jr., William Sawyer— 2. 
Illinois— Orlando U. Ficklln, John A. McClernand, 
William A. Itichardson— 8. 
iowA— Shepherd Lefller — 1. 

Total, thirteen from Free States ; eighty-eight 
from Slave States. (Only two from Slave States 
absent or silent.) 

iVays — all the Whigs from Free States, and all 
the Democrats from Free States, except those 
named above. 

So the House refused to concur in this amend- 
ment, and the bill was returned to the Senate 
accordingly. 

The Senate resolved to insist on its amend- 
ment, and ask a conference, which was granted, 
but resulted in nothing. Messrs. Atherton, of 
N. H., Dickinson, of N. Y., and Berrien, of Ga., 
were managers on the part of the Senate, and 
insisted on its amendment, organizing the Ter- 
ritories without restriction as to Slavery. 
Messrs. Vinton, of Ohio, Nicoll, of N. Y., and 
Morehead, of Ky., were appointed on the part 
of the llouse. These, after a long sitting, re- 
ported their inability to agree, and were dis- 
charged. 

The bill being now returned to the House, Mr. 
McClerr.aiid, of 111., moved that the House do 
recede from its disagreement. Carried : Yeas, 
111; Nays, 106. 

Mr. R.'W. Thompson, of Ind., moved that the 
House concur with the Senate, with an amend- 
ment, which was a substitute, extending the 
laws of the United States over said Territories, 
but leaving them unorganized, — 

And that, until the fourth day of July, eighteen hundred 
and fifty, unless Congress shall sooner provide for the 
goTernment of said Territories, the exiaiing lawi there- 
qf shall be retained and observed. 

The question being reached on amending the 
Seniite's proposition as proposed by Mr. Thomp- 
son, it was carried: Yeas, 111 ; Nays, 105. 

(All the Southern members in the negative, 
with Levin and a few of the Northern Demo» 
crats ; the residue, with all the Northern Whigs, 
in the affirmative.) 

The House now proceeded to agree to the 
Senate's amendment, as amended : Yeas, 110; 
Kays, 103, (the same as before ; the friends of 
the Senate's proposition voting against it, as 
amended, and vice versa, on the understanding 
that Sir. Thompson's amendment would exclude 
Slavery.) 

The bill as thus amended being returned to 
the Senate, it refused to agree to the House's 
amendment, and receded from its own proposi- 
tion ; 80 the bill wus passed and the session 
closed, with no provision for the government of 
the newly-acquired Territoriea. 



OREGON. 

Auff. 6, 1846. — Mr. L glas, from the Com- 
mittee on Territories, repcrted to the House a 
bill organizing the Territory of Oregon. 

Said bill was discussed in Committee of the 
Whole, and the following amendment agreed to : 

And neither Slavery, nor involuntary servitude shall 
ever exist in said Territory, except for crime whereof 
the party shall have been duly convicted. 

On coming out of Committee, this amend- 
ment was agreed to — Yeas, 108 ; Nays, 44, (Tho 
Nays are all Southern, but Charles J. Ingersoll, 
Orlando B. Ficklln, and possibly one or two 
others ; and all Democrats, but some half a 
dozen from the South, of whom Robert Toombs 
has since turned Democrat.) Stephen A. Doug- 
las did not vote. The bill passed the House 
without further opposition, was read twice in 
the Senate, and referred ; and Mr. Westcott, of 
Florida, made a report thereon from the Com- 
mittee on Territories; but the session closed 
without further action on the bill. 

This Congress reassembled, Dec.Tth, 1846. 
On the 23d, Mr. Douglas again reported his 
bill to provide a Territorial government for 
Oregon, which was read twice and committed : 
Jan. 11th, 1847, was discussed in Committee, 
as also on the 12th and 14th, when it was 
resolved, to close the debate. On the 15th, it 
was taken out of Committee, when Gen. Burt, 
of S. C, moved the following addition (already 
moved, debated, and voted down in Committee) 
to the clause forbidding Slavery in said Terri- 
tory : 

Inasmuch as the whole of said Territory lies north of 
thirty-six degrees thirty minutes north latitude, known 
as the line of the Missouri Compromiae. 

The purpose of this is clear enough. It was 
intended to recognize the Missouri line, not as 
limited to the Territories possessed by the United 
States at the time said line was established, 
but as extending to all that has since been, or 
hereafter should be, acquired, so as to legaUze 
Slavery in any Territory henceforth to be 
acquired by us south of 36° 30'. 

Mr. Burt's amendment was negatived : Yeas, 
82; Nays, 114. 

The vote was very nearly sectional ; but the 
following members from Free States voted in 
the minority : 

Penkstlvania — Charles J. Ingersoll— 1. 
Illinois— Stephen A. Douglas, Jtobt. Smith — ^2. 
Iowa— C. S. Hastings— 1. In all, 5. 

No member from a Slave State voted in 
the majority. The bill then passed: Yeas, 134; 
Nays, 35, (all Southern). 

Jan. 15. — The bill reached the Senate, and 
was sent to the Judiciarv Committee, consisting 
of 

Messrs. Ashley, Ark. Berrien, Ga. Westcott, ?la. 
Breese, 111. Dayton, N. J. 

Jan. 25. — Mr. Ashley reported the Oregon 
bill with amendments, which were ordered to 
be printed. 

29. — Said bill, on motion of Mr. Westcott, 
was recommitted to the Judiciary Coniuiittee. 

Feb 10. — Mr. Ashley again reported it with 
amendments. 

March 3. — It was taken up as in Committee 
of the Whole, when Mr. Evans, of Maine, moved 
that it be laid on the table. Defeated : Yeas, 
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19, (all Whigs but Calhoun, of S. C, and Ifulce 
of Florida) ; Nays, 26, (24 Dem., with Corwia 
of Ohio, and Johnson of Louisiana.) 

Mr.VVestcott, of Fla., immediately inovtd that 
the bill do lie on the table, which prevailed: 
Yeas, 26 ; Nays, 18 (a mixed vote, evidently 
governed by various motives) ; but the nega- 
tives were all Democrats, but Corwin and John- 
son aforesaid. This being the last day of the 
session, it was evident that the bill, if opposed, 
as it was certain to be, could not get through, 
and it was, doubtless, in behalf of other press- 
ing business that many Senators voted to lay 
tins aside. It was, of course, dead for the ses- 
sion. 

Dec. 6, 1847.— The XXXth Congress assem- 
bled ; Robert C. Winthrop (Whig) of Mass. was 
chosen Speaker of the House. President Polk, 
ill his Annual Message, regretted that Oregon 
had not already been organized, and urged the 
necessity of action on the subject. 

FeO. 9. — Mr. Caleb B. Smith, of Indiana, re- 
ported to the House a bill to establish the terri- 
torial government of Oregon ; which, by a vote 
of two-thirds, was made a special order for 
March 14th. It was postponed, however, to 
the 28th ; when it was taken up and discussed, 
as on one or two subsequent days. 3lai/ 29th, 
it was again made a special order next after the 
Appropriation bills. The President that day 
sent a special message, urging action on this 
subject. July 25th, it was taken up in earnest ; 
Mr. Wentworth, of Illinois, moving that debate 
on it in Committee cease at two o*clock this 
day. 

Mr. Geo. S, Houston, of Ala., endeavored to 
put this ifiotion on the table. Defeated : Yeas 
85 ; Nays 89, (nearly, but not fully, a sectional 
division). Mr. Geo. \V. Jones, of Tenn., moved 
a reconsideration, which was carried : Yeas, 
100 ; Nays, 88 ; and the resolution laid on the 
table : Yeas, 96 ; Nays, 90. 

The bill continued to be discussed, and 
finally (Aug. 1) was got out of Committee; 
when Mr. C. B. Smith moved the Previous 
Question tiiereon, which was ordered. 

Auff. 2. — The House came to a vote on an 
amenilmeat made in Committee, whereby the 
following provision of the original bill was 
stricken out : 

That the Inhabitants of said Territory shall be enti- 
tled to enjoy all aiid singular, the rights, privileges, and 
advantages granted and secured to the people of the 
Territory of the United States northwest of tlie river 
Ohio, by the articles of compact contained in the ordi- 
nance for the government of said Territory, passed the 
ISth day of July, seventeen hundred and eiglify-seven ; 
and shall be subject to all the condlUons, and restric- 
tions, and prohibitions in said articles of compact im- 
posed upon'the people of said territory, and — 

The House refused to agree to this amend- 
ment: Yeas, 88; Nays, 114. 

The Members from the Free Slates who voted 
with the South to strike out, were — 

New York.— Ausburn Birdsall— 1. 

Ohio.— William Kennon, jun., John K. Miller— 2. 

Illinois.— Orlando li. Ficklia, John A. McClcrnand, 
WillUm A. Richardson— 3. 

INDIASA.— John L. Kobinfon, William W, Wick— 2. 

Mr. John W. Houston of Delaware voted in the ma- 
jority. 

The bill was then passed: Yeas, 128 ; Nays, 
•71. 

[This vote was almost completely sectional. 



Mr. Houston, of Delaware, voting in the majority 
as before: otherwise, members from the Free 
States in the affirmative ; those from the Slave 
States in tlie negative.] 

Attrf. 3. — This bill reached the Senate, when 
Mr. Badger, of N. C, moved its indefinite post, 
poneineut : negatived, 47 to 1, (Yuiee). It was 
then sent to the Committee on Territories. 

The Senate had had under consideration, 
from time to time through the Session, a bill 
of its own, reported by Mr. Douglas, which was 
finally referred to a select Committee — Mr. Clay- 
ton, of Delaware, Chairman — and by said com. 
mittee reported some days before the reception 
of the House bill. It was then dropped. 

Aitc 5. — Mr. Douglas reported the House 
bill, with amendments, which were printed. 

Au(/. 10. — After some days' debate, the 
Senate proceeded to vote. Mr. Foote, of Miss., 
moved that the bill do lie on the table. De- 
feated : Yeas, 15 (Southern); Nays, 36. 

Oil the question of agreeing to this amend- 
ment : 

Inasmuch as the said Territory is north of thirty-six 
deg. thirty inin., usually known as the [line of the] Mis- 
souri Oouipromise. 

It was rejected : Yeas, 2 (Bright and Dou- 
glas); Nays, 52. 

Mr. Douglas moved to amend the bill, by in- 
serting after the word " enacted :" 

That the line of thirty-six degrees and thirty 
minutes of north latitude, known as the Missouri Com. 
promise line, as defined in the eighth section of an act 
entitled, " An Act to authorize the people of the Missouri 
Territory to form a Constitutioniil and State Govern- 
ment, and for the admission of such State into the Union> 
on an equal footing with the original States, and to pro- 
hibit Slavery in certain Territories, approved March 6th, 
1S20," be, and the same is hereby, declared to extend to 
the I'aci&c Ocean; and the sahl eighth section, together 
with the compromise therein effected, is lierel)y revived, 
and declared to be in full force and binding, for tlie 
future organization of the Territories of the United 
States in the same sense, and with the same understand- 
ing with which it was origiuuliy adopted ; and — 

Which was carried : Yeas, 38 ; Nays, 21 ; as fol 
lows : 

Yeas — For recognizing the Missouri line as 
riglitfullv extending to the Pacific : 



Messrs. Atchison, 
liadger, 
liell, 
Denton, 
IJerrien, 
norland, 
Uright, 
Uutler, 
Calhoun, 
Cameron, 
Davis of Miss., 
Dickinson, 
Douglas, 
Downs, 
Fitzgerald, 
Fuote of Miss., 



Hannegan, 

Houston, 

Hunter, 

Johnson of Md,, 
Johnson of La., 
Johnson of (ia., 
King, 
Lewis, 
Manguin, 
Mason, 
Metcalf, 
Pearce, 
Sebastian, 
Spruance, 
Sturgeon, 
Turney, 



Underwood— 33. 

Kays — Against recognizing said line : 

Messrs. Allen, Dodge, 

Atherton, Felch, 

Baldwin, Greene, 

Bradbury, Hale, 

Breese, Haiiilin, 

Clarke, Miller, 

Corwin, Nilea, 

Davis of Mass., Phelps, 

Dayton, Upham, 

Dix, Walker, 
Webster— 21. 

The bill was then engrossed for a third read- 
ing : Yeas, 33 ; Nays, 22 ; (nearly the same a» 
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before — ^YTestcott of Florida added to the 
Nays— and thus passed). 

Aiiff. 11. — The bill, thus amended, having 
been returned to the House, the amendment 
of Mr. Douglas, just recited, was rejected: 
Yeas, 82; Nays, 121. 

Yeas from Free States : 

New VoRK.— Ausburn Binisall — 1. 

Pknksvlvania.— Chaiius Brown, Charles J. Ingeraoll— 2. 

Ti)tal-8. 

Otherwise, from Slave States, all Yeas : from 
Free States, all Nays. 

Aug. 12. — ^I'he Senate, after voting down 
various propositions to lay on the table, etc., 
finally decided to recede from its amendments to 
the Oregon bill, and pass it as it came from the 
House : Yeas, 29 ; Nays, 25 (all from Slave 
States). 

So the bill became a law, and Oregon a Terri- 
tory, under the original Jefferson or Dane Pro- 
viso against Slavery. 

THK COMPROUISK OF 1850. 

The XXXIst Congress commenced its first 
Session at Washington, Dec. 3, 1849 ; but the 
House was unable to organize — no person re- 
ceiving a majority of all the votes for Speaker 
— until the 22nd, when, the Plurality rule hav- 
ing been adopted by a vote of 113 to 106, Mr. 
Howell Cobb, of Ga., was elected, having 102 
votes to 100 for Robert C. Winthrop of Mass., 
and 20 scattering. It was thereupon resolved 
—Yeas, 149 ; Nays, 35—" That Howell Cobb be 
declared duly elected Speaker;" and on the 
24th President Zachary Taylor transmitted to- 
both Houses his first Annual Message, in the 
course of which he says : 

No civil gfivernment having been provided by Con- 
gress for California, the people of that Territory, Im- 
pelled by the necessities of their political condition, 
recently met in Convention, for the purpose of forming 
a Constitution and Slate Government ; which, the latest 
advices give me reiiaon to suppose, has been accom- 
plished ; and it is believed they will shortly apply for the 
admission of California into the Union, as a Sovereign 
Slate. Should such be the case, and should their consti- 
tution be conformable to the requisitions of the Consti- 
lution of the United States, I recommend their applica- 
tion to the favorable consideration of Cciicress. 

The people of New-Mexico will also, it is believed, 
at no very distant period, present themselves for admis- 
sion Into the Union. Preparatory to the admission of 
California and New-Mexico, the people of each will have 
instituted for themselves a republican form of govern- 
luent, laying its foundation in such principles, and 
organizing its power in such form, as to them shall seem 
most lilcely to effect their safety and happiness. 

By awaiting their action, all uneasiness may be 
avoided and contidence and kind feeling preserved. 
With a view of maintt.ining the harmony and tranquillity 
BO dear to all, we should abstain from the introduction of 
those exciting topics of a sectional character which have 
hitherto produced painful apprehensinns in the public 
mind; and I repeat the solemn warning of the first and 
most illustrious of my predecessors, against furnishing 
any ground for characterizing parties by geographical 
discriminations. 

Jan. 4. — Gen. Sam. Houston, of Texas, sub- 
mitted to the Senate the following proposition ; 

Whereas, The Congress of the United States, possess- 
ing only a delegated authority, have no power ove^ tlie 
subject of Negro Slavery within the limits of the United 
States, either to prohibit or interfere with it, in the States, 
Territories, or District, where, l)y municipal law, it now 
exists, or to establish it in any State or Territory where 
it does not exist ; but, as an assurance and guaranty to 
promote harmony, quiet apprehension and remove sec- 
tional prejudice, which by possibility might impair or 
weaken love and devotion to the Uiiiuti in any part of 
tbe country, it is hereby 



Resolved, That, as the people in Territories have the 
same inherent rights of self-government jis the people in 
the States, if in the exercise of such inher-nt rights the peo- 
ple in the newly-acquired Territories, by tiie Annexation 
of Texas and the acquisition of California and New-Mexi- 
co, south of the parallel of 36 degrees and 30 minutes of 
north latitude, extendingto the Pacific Ocean, shall estab- 
lish Negi o Slavery in the formation of their state govern- 
ments, it shall be deemed no objection to their admission 
as a State or States into the Union, in accordance with 
the Constitution of the United States. 

Ja7i, 21.— Gen. Taylor, in answer to a resolu- 
tion of inquiry, sent a message to the House, 
stating that he had urged the formation of 
State Governments ia California and New- 
Mexico. 

Feb. 13, 1850. — Gen. Taylor communicated 
to Congiess the Constitution (free) of the State 
of California. 

Jan. 29, 1850. — Mr. Henry Clay, of Kentucky, 
submitted to the Senate the following pro- 
positions, with others, which were made a .spiciul 
order and printed : 

1. Resolved, That California, with suitable boun- 
daries, ought, upon her application, to be admitted as 
one of the States of this Union, without the imposition by 
Congress of any res:rictlon in respect to the exclusion or 
introduction of Slavery within those boundaries. 

2. Resolved, That as Slavery does not exist by law, 
and is not likely to be introduced into any of the terri- 
tory acquired by the United States from the Kcpublic of 
Mexico, it is inexpedient for Congress to provide by law 
either for its introduction into, or exclusion from, any 
part of the said Territory ; and that a))propriate terri- 
torial governments ought to be established by Congress, 
in all tlie said Territory, not assigned as within tiie boun- 
daries of the proposed State of Califbruia, without the 
adoption of any restriction or condition on the subject of 
Slavery. 

5. Resolved, That it is inexpedient to abolish Slavery 
in the District of Columbia, whilst that institution con- 
tinues to exist in the State of Maryland, without the con- 
sent of that State, without the consent of the peoi)Ie of 
the District, and without just compensation to the 
owners of slaves within the District. 

6. But Resolved, That it is expedient to prohibit, with- 
in the District, tlie slave-trade in slaves brought into it 
from States or places beyond the limits of the District, 
either to be sold therein as merchandise, or to be 
transported to other markets without the District of 
Columbia. 

7. Resolved, That more effectual provision ought to be 
made by law, according to the retjuirement of the Con- 
stitution, for the restitution and delivery of persons bound 
to service or labor in any State, who may escape into any 
other State or Territory in the Union. And, 

8. Resolved, That Congress has no power to prohibit or 
obstruct the trade in slaves between the slaveholding 
States, but that the admission or exclusion of slaves 
brought from one into another of them, depends exclu- 
sively upon their own particular laws. 

Feb. 28.— Mr. John Bell, of Tennessee, sul)- 
mitted to the Senate the following proposi- 
tions : 

Whereas, Considerations of the highest interest to tho 
whole country demand that the existing and increasin » 
dissensions between the North and the South, on the 
>3ul)ject cf Slavery, should be speedily .irrested, and that 
the questions in controversy be adjusted upon some basis 
which shall tend to give present quiet, repress 8ection.al 
animosities, remove, as far as possible, the causes of 
future discord, and secure the uninterrupted enjoyment 
of those benefits and advantages which tlie Union was 
intended to confer in equal measure upon all its mem- 
bers; 

And, whereas. It is manifest, under present circum- 
stances, that no adjustment r.an be effected of I'le points 
of difference unhappily existing between the Northern 
and Southein sections of the Union, connected witli the 
subject of Slavery, which shall secure to either section all 
that is contended for, and that mutual concessions upon 
questions of mere policy, not involving the violation of 
any constitutional right or principle, must be the basis of 
every project affording any assurance of a favor.ible ac- 
ceptance; 

And, whereas, The joint resolution for annexing 
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Texas to the United States, approved March 1, 1845, con- 
tains the following condition and guaranty— that ia to 
Bay : " New States of convenient size, not exceeding four 
In number, in addition to said State of Xexas, and hav- 
ing sufficient population, may hereafter, by the consent 
of said Slate, be formed out of tlie territory thereof, 
which shall be entitled to admission under the provi- 
sions of the federal Constitution ; and such States as 
may be formed out of that portion of said Territory lying 
south of tliirty-six degrees thirty minutes north latitude, 
commonly known as tlie Missouri Compromise line, shall 
be admitted into tlie Union with or without Slavery, as 
the people of each State, asking admission niay desire ; 
and in such Slate or States as sliall be formed out of 
said territory iiori!\ of said Missouri Compromise line, 
Slavery, or involuntary servitude (except for crime}, 
shall be prohibited :" Therefore, 

1. JiMolceU, That the obligation to comply with the 
condition and guaranty above recited in good faith be 
distinctly recognized, and that, in part compliance with 
the same, as soon as the people of Texas shall, by an act 
of their legislature, signify their assent by restricting the 
limits thereof, within tlie Territory lying east of the 
Trinity and south of the Ued Uiver, and when the people 
of the residue of the territory claimed by Texas adopt a 
constitution, republican in form, they be admitted into 
Unian upon an equal footing in all rcspecU with the ori- 
ginal States. 

2. Jtenolved, That if Texas shall agree to cede, the 
United States will accept, a cession of all the unappro- 
priated domain in all the Territory claimed by Texas, ly- 
ing west of the Colorado and extending north to the 
forty-second parallel of north latitude, together with the 
jurisdiction and sovereignty of all the territory claimed 
by Texas, north of th« thirty-fourth parallel of north 

latitude, and to pay therefor a sum not exceeding 

millions of dollars, to be applied in the lirst place to the 
extinguishment of any portion of the exbiing public 
debt of Texas, for the discharge of which the United 
States are under any obligation, implied or otherwise, 
and the remainder as Texas shall require. 

8. Ji'usolved, That when the population of that portion 
of the Territory claimed by Texas, lying south of the 
tliirty-founh parallel of north latitude and west of tiie 
Colorado, shall be equal to the ratio of representation in 
Congress, under the last preceding apportionment, ac- 
cording to the provisions of the Constitution, and the 
people of such rerritory shall, with the assent of the new 
State contemplated in tlie preceding resolution, have 
adopted a State Constitution, republican in form, they 
be admitted into the Union as a state, upon an equal 
footing with th« original States. 

Jletsoleed, That all the Territory now claimed by Texas, 
lying norlli of the thirty-fourth parallel of north latitude, 
and which may be ceded to the United States by Texas, 
be incorporated with the Territory of New-.Mexico, e\- 
cept sucli part thereof as lies east of the llio (irande and 
south of the thirty-fourth deg. ee of north latitude, and 
that the Territory so composed form a State, to be ad- 
mitted into the Union when the inhabitants thereof shall 
adopt a Slate Consiitu;ion, republican in form, with the 
consent of Congress ; but in the mean time, and until 
Congress shall give such const.it, provision be made for 
the government of the inhabitants of said Territory suit- 
able to their condition, but without any restriction as to 
Slavery. 

5. lienolved, That all the Territory ceded to the 
United States, by the Treaty of (iuadaloupe Hidalgo, 
lying west of said Territory of New Mexico, and east of 
Uie contemplated new State of California, for the present, 
const;tute one Territory, and for which some form of 
government suitable to the condition of the inhabitants 
be provided, without any restriction as to Slavery. 

6. Resolved, That the Constitution recently formed 
by the people of the western portion of California, and 
presented to Congress by the President, on the iatli day 
of February, IcioO, be accepted, and that they be admit- 
ted into the Union as a State, upon an equal footing in 
all respects with the original States. 

Jienolved, That, in future, the formation of State Con- 
Etitutions, by the inhabitants of the Territories of the 
Un ted States, be regulated by law ; and that no such 
Constitution be hereafter formed or adopted by the in- 
labitants of any Territory belonging to the United 
faiates, without the consent and authority of Congress. 

8. Remixed, That the inhabitants of any Territory of 
the United States, when they shall be authorized by Con- 
gress to form a State Constitution, shall have the sole 
and exclusive power to regulate and adjust all questions 
of internal State policy, of whatever nature they may be, 
controlled only by the restrictions expressly imposed by 
U;e Constitution of the United States. 

0. Reisolced, That the Committee on Territories bo 



instructed to report a bill in conformity with the splrll 
and principles of the foregoing resolutions. 

A debate of unusual duration, earnestuese, 
and ability ensued, mainly on Mr. Clay's Reso- 
lutions. Tliey were regarded by unconipromis. i 
iug champions, whether of Northern or of South- | 
em views, but especially of the latter, as ecu- | 
ceding substantially the matter in dispute to I 
the other side. Thus, 

January '29</i. — Mr. Clay having read and 
briefly commented on his propositions, .seria<?»i, 
he desired that they should be held over with- 
out debate, to give time for consideration, and 
made a special order for Monday or Tuesday 
following. But this was not assented to. 

Mr. Foote, of Mississippi, spoke against them 
generally, saying: 

If I understand the resolutions properly, they are ob- 
jectionable, as it seems to me, 

1. Uecause they only assert that it is not eoipedient 
that Congress should abolish Slavery in the DLstrict of 
Columbia ; thus allowing the implication to arise that 
Congress has power to legislate onthesubject of Slavery 
in the District, which may hereafter be exercised, if it 
should become expedient to do so ; whereas, 1 hold that 
Congress has, under the Constitution, no such power at 
all, and that any attempt thus to legislate would be a 
gross fraud upon all the States of the Union. 

2. The Kesolutions of the honorable Senator assert 
that Slavery does not now exist by law in the Territories 
recently acquired from Mexico ; whereas, I am of 
opinion that the treaty with the Mexican republic carried 
the Constitution, with uU its (/uaraiitien, to all the Ter- 
ritory obtained by treaty, and secured the privilege to 
every Southern slaveholder to enter any part of it, at- 
tended by his slave-property, and to enjoy the same 
therein, free from all molestation or hindrance whatso- 

I ever. 

3. Whether Slavery is or is not likely to be introduced 
into these Territories, or into any of them, is a proposi- 
tion too uncertain, in my judgment, to be at present 
positively affirmed; and 1 am unwilling to make a 
solemn legislative declaration on the point. Let the 
future provide the appropriate aviation of this intir 
resting question,. 

4. Considering, as I have several times heretofore for- 
mally declared, the title of Texas to all the Territory 
embraced in her boundaries, as laid down in her law of 
ISiJO, full, complete, and undeniable, 1 am unwilling to 
say anything, by resolution or otherwise, which may in 
the least degree draw that title into question, as I think 
is done in one of the resolutions of the honorable Sena- 
tor from Kentucky. 

6. As to the abolition of the slave-trade in the District 
of Columbia, I see no particular objection to it, provided 
it is done in a delicate and judicious manner, and is not 
a concession to the menaces and demands of factionists 
aad fanatics. If other questions can be adjusted, this 
one will, perhaps, occasion but little diflicuity. 

7. The resolutions which provide for the restoration ot 
fugitives from laborer service, and for the estabhshioent 
of territorial governments, free from all restriction on 
the subject of Slavery, have niy hearty approval. The 
last resolution — which asserts that Congress has no power 
to prohibit the trade in slaves from State to Slate— I 
equally approve. 

5. If all other questions connected with the subject oi 
Slavery can be satisfactorily adj'>sted, 1 see no olijeo 
tion to admitting all California, above the line of i!6 
degrees 30 minutes, into the Union j provided another 
new aiaw atate can be laid off within the preieni 
limits of Texas, so as to keep the present equipoiiier- 
aii.ce between the Slave and Free States of the Union: 
asd provided further, all this is done by way of coin- 
promise, and in order to sate the i/iiioH, (as dear to 
me as to any man living. ) 

Mr. Mason, of Virginia, after expressing 
his deep anxiety to go with him who 
went furthest, but within the limits of sLiict 
duty, in adjusting these unhappy dillcrcnoes." 
added : 

Sir, so far as I have read these resolutions, there 1> 
but one proposition to which I can give a hearty assent, 
I and that is the resolution which proposes to orgaiiite 
' Territorial governments at once in these Territories, 
without a decla. ation one way or the other as to thei; 
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domestic institutions. But there is anotiier which I 
deeply regret to see introduced into this Senate, by a 
Senator from a slaveholdlng State ; it is lliat wliich 
assumes tliat Slavery does not now ex st by law in tliose 
countries. I understand one of these propositions lo 
declare that, l)y law, Slavery is now abol.shed in New- 
Mexico and California. Tliat was the very proposition 
advanced by the non-slaveholding States at tlie last 
session; combated and disproved, as 1 tliought, by gen- 
tlemen from the slaveholding States and which the 
Compromise bill was framed to test. So far, I i egarded 
the question of law as disposed of, and it was very 
clearly and satisfactorily shown to be again.st the spi. it 
of the resolution of the Senator from Kentucliy. If the 
contrary is true, I presume the Senator from Kentucky 
would declare tliat if a law is now valid in the Territories 
abolisliing Slavery, that it could not be introduced tliere, 
even if a law was passed creating the institution, or re- 
pealing the statutes already existing ; a doctrine never 
assented to, so far as I know, until now, by any Senator 
representing one of the slaveholding States. Sir, I hold 
the very opposite, and with such confldencc, that at the 
last session 1 was willing and did vote fo- a bill to test 
this question in the Supreme Court. Yet this resolution 
assumes the other doctrine to be true, and our assent is 
challenged to it as a proposition of law. 

Mr. Jefferson Davis, of Mississippi, objected 
specially to so much of Mr. Clay's propositions 
as relates to the boundary of Texas, to the 
tilave-trade iu the Federal district, and to Mr. 
Clay's avowal in his speech that he did not 
be'^^.e Slavery ever would or could be estab- 
llsiied in any part of the Territories acquired 
from Mexico, lie continued : 

But, sir, we are called upon to receive this as a 
measure of compromise ! As a measure in which we of 
the minority are to receive nothing. A measure of com- 
promise ! I look upon it as but a modest mode of taking 
that, the claim to which has been more boldly asserted 
by others ; and, that I may be understood upon this 
question, and that my position may go forth to the 
country in the same columns that convey the sentiments 
of the lienator from Kentucky, 1 here assert, that never 
will I take less than the Slissouii Compromise line ex- 
teaded to the Pacilio Ocean, with the specilio recognition 
of the right to hold slaves in the Territory below that 
liae; and that, before such Territories are admitted into 
the Union as States, slaves may be taken there from any 
of the United States at the option of the owner.s. 1 can 
never consent to give additional power to a majority to 
commit further aggressions upon the minority in this 
Union; and will never consent to any proposition which 
will have such a tendency, without a full guaranty or 
counteracting measure is connected with it. 

Mr. Clay, in reply, said : 

I am extremely sorry to hear the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi say that he re(iuire3, first, the extension of the 
Missouri Compromise line to the Pacific j and also that 
he is not satisfied with that, but requires, if 1 understood 
him correctly, a positive provision for the admission of 
fclavery soutli of that line. And now, sir, coming from a 
Slave State, as I do, I owe it to myself, I owe it to truth, 
I owe it to the subject, to state that no earthly power 
could induce me to vote for a specific measure for the 
introduction of Slavery where it had not before existed, 
either south or north of that line. Coming as I do from 
a Slave State, it is my solemn, deliberate, and well-ma- 
tured determination that no power— no earthly power — 
shall compel me to vote for the positive introduction of 
Slavery either south or north of tliat line. Sir, while you 
reproach, and justly, too, our British ancestors for the 
introduction of this institution upon the Continent of 
America, I am, for one, unwilling that the postei ity of 
the present inhabitants of CaUfornia and New-Mexico 
shall reproach ua for doing just what we reproach Great 
liritaiu for doing to us. If the citizens of those Terri- 
tories choose to establish Slavery, I am for admitting 
them with such provisions in their Constitutions; but 
then, it will be their own work, and not ours, and their 
posterity will have to reproach them, and not ua, for 
forming Constitutions allowing the institution of Slavery 
to exist among them. These are my views, sir, and I 
choose to express them; and I care not how extensively 
and universally they are known. The honorable Sena- 
tor from Virginia has expressed his opinion that Slavery 
exists in these Territories, and I have no doubt that 
opinion is sincerely and honestly entertained by him; 
au J I wouUl say with equal siiicer ty and honesty, that I 
ueheve tliat Slavery nowhere exists within any portion 



of the Territory acquired by us from Mexico. He holda 
a directly contrary opinion to mine, as he has a perfect 
ri.jilit CO do ; .md we will not quarrel about that diifer- 
eaue of opinion. 

-Mr. William R. King, of Alabama, was in- 
ciiiicd to look with favor on Mr. Clay s pro- 
positions, and assented to some of them ; but 
lie objected to the mode in which Calitbrnia had 
formed what is called a State Constitution. He 
preferred the good old way of first organizing 
ferritories, and so training up their people " lor 
the e.\ercise and enjoyment of our institutions." 
Besides, he thought " there was not that kind 
of population there that justified the formation 
of a State Government." On the question of 
Slavery in the new Territories, he said : 

AVe ask no act of Congress— as has been properly intima- 
ted by the Senator from Mississippi— to carry Slavery any- 
where. Sir, I believe we have as mucli Constitutional power 
to prohibit Slavery from going into tlie Territories of the 
United States, as we have to pass an act carrying Slavery 
there. Via have no right to do either the one or the other. 
1 would as soon vote for the Vilniot Proviso as I wouhl 
vote for any law which reciuireti tliat Slavery should go 
into any of the Territories. 

Mr. Downs, of Louisiana, said : 

I must confess that, in the whole course of my life, my 
astonishment has never been greater than it was when X 
saw this (^Mr. Clay's) proposition brougiit forward as a 
compromise ; and I rise now, sir, not for the purpose of 
discussing it at all, but to protest most solemnly against it, 
I consider this compromise as no compromise at all. What, 
sir, does it grant to the South ? I can see uothmg at all. 

Mr. Butler, of South Carolina, said : 

As I understand it, the Senator from Kentucky's wliole 
proposition of compromise is notiiing more than this : That 
California is already disposed of, having formed a State 
Constitution, and that Territorial Governments sliall be 
organized for Deseret and New-Mexico, under which, by 
the operation of laws already existing, a slaveholding 
population could not carry with them, or ov;n slaves there. 
What is there in the nature of a compromise here, coupled, 
as it is, with the proposition that, by the existing laws in 
the Territories, it is almost certain that slaveholders can- 
not, and have no right to, go there with their property ? 
What is there in the nature of a compromise here? 1 am 
willing, however, to run the risks, and am ready to give to 
the Territories the governments they require. 1 shall 
always think that, under a Constitution giving equal rights 
to all parties, the slaveholding people, as such, can go to 
these Territories, and retain their property there. But, if 
we adopt this proposition of the Senator from Kentucky, 
it is clearly on the basis that Slavery shall not go there. 

The debate having engrossed the attention 
of the Senate for nearly two months — 

Jfarck 25. — Mr. Douglas, from the Com- 
mittee on Territories, reported the following 
bills : 

Senate, 169.— A bill for the admission of California into 
the Union. 

Senate, 170.— A bill to establish the Territorial Gov- 
ernments of Utah and New-Mexico, and for other pur- 
poses. 

These bills were read, and passed to a second 
reading. 

April 11. — Mr. Douglas moved that Mr. Bell's 
resolves do lie on the table. Lost : Yeas, '2G ; 
Nays, 28. 

April 15. — ^The discussion of Mr. Clay's reso- 
lutions still proceeding. Colonel Benton moved 
that the previous orders be postponed, and thai 
the Senate now proceed to consider the bill (S. 
169) for the admission of the State of Cali- 
fornia. 

Mr. Clay moved that this proposition do lie 
on the table. Carried : Yeas, 27 (for a Com- 
promise) ; Nays, 24 (for a settlement without 
compromise). 

The Senate now took up Mr. Bell's resolves, 
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aforesaid, when Mr. Benton moved tliat they 
lie on the table. Lost : Yens, 24 ; Nays, 28. 

Mr. Benton next moved that they be so 
amended as not to connect or mix up tiie ad- 
mission of California with any other question. 
Lost : Yeas, 23 ; Nays, 28. 

Various modifications of the generic idea 
were severally voted down, generally by large 
majorities. 

On motion of Mr. Foote, of Miss., it was now 
Ordered, That the resolutions submitted by Mr. Bell on 
the 2Sth February, together with tlie resolutions submitted 
on the '.iOth of January, by Mr. Clay, be referred to a se- 
lect Committee of Uiirteen ; Provided, tliat the Senate 
does not deem it necessary, and therefore declines, to ex- 
press in advance any opinion, or to give any instruction, 
eitlier ironeral or specillc, for the guidance of the said 
Committee. 

April 19. — The Senate proceeded to elect by 
ballot such Select Committee, which was com- 
posed as follows : 

Mr. rienry Clay, of Ky., Chairman. 
Messrs. Dickinson, of N. Y. Cooper, of Pa. 

Plielps, of Vt. Downs, of La. 

Bell, of Tenn. King, of Ala. 

Cass, of Mich. Mangum, of N. C. 

Webster, of Mass. Mason, of Va. 

Berrien, of Ga. Bright, of Ind. 

Man 8. — Mr. Clay, from said Committee, re- 
ported at length, the views and recommenda- 
tions of the report being substantially as fol- 
lows : 

1. The admission of any new State or States formed out 
of Texas to be postponed until they sl'.all hereafter pre- 
sent themselves to be received into the Union, when it will 
be the duty of Congress fairly and faithfully to execute 
the compact with Texas, by admitting such new State or 
States. 

2. The admission forthwith of California Into the Union, 
with the boundaries which she has proposed. 

5. Tlie establishment of Territorial Governments, with- 
out the 'Wilraot Proviso, for New-Mexico and Utah, cm- 
bracing all the territory recently acquired by the United 
Stat'.-s from Mexico, not contained in the bouLdariea of 
California. 

■i. The combination of these two last mentioned mea- 
sures in the same bill ; 

6. The establishment of the western and northern bound- 
aries of Texas, and the exclusion from her jurisdiction of 
all New-Mexico, with the grant to Texas of a pecuniary 
equivalent; and the section for that purpose to be.'ncor- 
porated in the bill admitting California and establishuig 
Territorial Governments for Utah and New-Mexico. 

C. More effectual enactments of law to secure the prompt 
delivery of persons bound to service or labor in one State, 
under the laws thereof, who escape into another State ; 
ac ". 

'/ . Abstaining from abolishing Slavery ; but, unt'er a 
heavy penalty, prohibiting the slave-trade in the District 
of Columbia. 

The Senate proceeded to debate from day to 
day the provisions of the principal bill thus re- 
ported, commonly termed "the Omnibus." 

June 28.— Mr, Soule, of Louisiana, moved 
that all south of 36° 30' be cut off from Cali- 
fornia, and formed into a Territory entitled 
South California, and that said Territory 

* "shall, when ready, able, and willing to become a State, 
and deserving to be such, be .admitted with or without 
Slavery, as the people thereof shall desire, and make 
known through their Constitution." 

This was rejected : Yeas, 19 (all boutnern) ; 
Nays, 36. 

jiihj 10. — The discuesion was interrupted by 
the death of President Taylor. Millard Fillmore 
succeeded to the Presidency, and William R. 
King, of Alabama, was chosen President of the 
Senate, pro tempore. 

July 15. — The bill was reported to the Senate 
and amended so as to substitute " that Congress 



shall make no law establishing or prohibiting" 
Slavery in the new Territories, instead of "lu 
respect to " it. Yeas, 27 ; Nays, 25. 

Mr. Seward moved to add at the end of the 
37th section : 

But neither Slavery nor involuntary servitu'ie shall be 
allowed in either of the Territories of New-Mexico or Utah, 
except on legal conviction for crime. 

Which was negatived; Yeas and Nays not 
taken. 

July 17. — The Senate resumed the con.sidera. 
tion of the " Omnibus bill." 

Mr. Benton moved a change in the proposed 
boundary between Texas and New-Mexico. Re- 
jected : Yeas, 18 *, Nays, 36. 

Mr. Foote moved that the 34th parallel of 
north latitude be the northern boundary of 
Texas througiiout. Lost : Yeas, 20 ; Nays, 34. 

July 19. — Mr. King moved that the parallel 
of 35° SO' be the southern boundary of the 
State of California. Rejected : Yeas, 20 ; Nays, 
37. 

Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, moved 36° 30'. Re- 
jected : Yeas, 23 ; Nays, 32. 

July 23d. — Mr. Turney, of Teini., moved tliat 
the people of California be enabled to form a 
new State Constitution. Lost : Yeas, 19 ; 
Nays, 33. 

ilr. Jeff. Davis, of Mississippi, moved to add : 

And that all laws and nsages existing in said Territory, 
at the date of its acquisition by the United States, wliich 
deny or obstruct tlie rlglit of any citizen of the United 
States to remove to, and reside in, said Territciry, with any 
species of property legally held in any of tlie _tates of 
this Union, be, and are hereby declared to be, null anj 
void. 

This was rejected : Yeas, 2"J ; Nays, 33. 

Yean — For Davis's amendment : 

Messrs. Atchison, Mo. 

Barnwell, S. C. 
Bell, Tenn. 
Berrien, Ga. 
Butler, S. C. 
Clemens, Ala. 
Davis, Miss. 
Dawson, Ga. 
Downs, La. 
Houston, Texas. 
Uunter, Va. 

Nays — Against Davis's amendment : 

Messrs. Badger, N. C. Foote, Miss. 

Baldwin, Conn. Greene, K. I. 

Dentin, Mo. Hale, N. If. 

Bradoury, Me. Hamlin, Me. 

Bright, Ind. Jones, Iowa. 

Cass, Mich. Miller, N. J. 

Chase, Ohio. Norris, N. H. 

Clarke, R. I. Pearce, Md. 

Clay, Ky. Seward, N. Y. 

Cooper, Pa. Shields, 111. 

Davis, Mass. Smith, Conn. 

Dayton, N. J. Spruance, Del, 

Dickinson, N. Y. Sturgeon, Pa. 

Dodge, Wise. Upliani, Vt. 

Dodge, Iowa. Wales, Del. 

Felch, Mich. Walker, Wise. 
Whitcomb, Ind.— 83. 

Aug. 10. — The California bill was now takca 
up. Mr. Yulee, of Fla., moved a substitute, 
remanding California to a territorial condition, 
and limiting her southern boimdary. Rejected : 
Yeas, 12 (all Southern) ; Nays, 35. 

Mr, Foote moved a like project, cutting off 
so much of California as lies south of ."6 deg. 
30 rain., and erecting it into the Territory of 
Colorado. Rejected: Yeas, 13 (ultra Southern) ; 
Nays, 29. 

Aug, 12, — Still another proposition to limit 



King, Ala. 
Mangum, N. C. 
Mason, Va. 
Morton, Fla. 
Pratt, Md. 
Husk, Texas. 
Seliastian, Ark. 
Soule, La. 
Turney, Tenn. 
Underwood, Ky. 
Yulee, Fla.— 2iJ. 
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California eouthwardly, by the line of 36 deg, 
30 niin., was made by Mr. Turney, and rejected : 
Yeas, 20 (all Southern) ; Nays,' 30, • After de- 
feating Southern motions to adjourn, postpone, 
and lay on the table, the bill was engrossed for 
a third reading : Yeas, 33 (all the Senators from 
Free States, with Bell, Benton, Houston, Spru- 
ance, Wales and Underwood); Nays, 19 (all 
from Slave States). Mr. Clay still absent, en- 
deavoring to restore his failing health. 

Aiiff. 13. — Tiie California bill passed Its third 
reading: Y'eas, 34; Nays, 18 (all Southern). 
' A^tp. H. — The Senate now took up the bill or- 
ganizing the Territories of New Mexico and Utah 
(as it was originally reported, prior to its inclu- 
sion in Mr. Clay's " Omnibus"). 

Mr. Chase, of Ohio, moved to amend the bill 
by inserting : 

Nor shall there be in said Territory either Slavery or 
Involuntary servitude, otherwise than in the punishment 
of crimes whereof the party shall have been duly con- 
victed to have been personally guilty. 

Which was rejected : Y'eas, 20 ; Nays, 25. 

The bill was then reported complete, and 
passed to be engrossed. 

Auff. 15. — Said bill had its third reading, 
and was finally passed : Yeas, 27 ; Nays, 10. 

[The Senate proceeded to take up, consider, 
mature, and pass the Fugitive Slave bill, and 
the bill excluding the Slave-Trade from the 
District of Columbia ; but the history of these 
is but remotely connected with our theme]. 
We return to tlie House. 

Attg. 28. — The California bill was taken up, 
read twice, and committed. 

The Texas bill coming up, Mr. Inge, of Ala. 
objected to it, and a vote was taken on its rejec- 
tion : Yeas, 34; Nays, 1C8 ; so it was not rejected. 

Mr. Boyd, of Ky., moved to amend it so as to 
create and define thereby the Territories of 
New-Mexico and Utah, to be slavehoiding or 
not as their people shall determine when they 
shall come to form State governments. [In 
other words, to append the bill organizing the 
Territory of New Mexico to the Texas bill.] 

Sept. 7. — The California bill now came up. 
3Ir. Boyd moved his amendment already moved 
to the Texas bill. Mr. Vinton, of Oliio, declared 
it out of order. The Speaker again ruled it in 
order. Mr. Vinton appealed, and the House 
overruled the Speaker : Yeas (to sustain), 87 ; 
Nays, 115. 

Mr. Jacob Thompson, of Miss., moved to cut 
off from California all below 36° 30'. Ecjected : 
Yeas, 70 ; Nays, 131. 

The bill was now ordered to a third reading : 
Yeas, 151; Nays, 57, and then passed: Y'eas, 
150; Nays, 66 (all Southern). 

The Senate bill organizing the Territory of 
Utah (without restriction as to Slavery) was 
then taken up, and rushed through the same 
day : Yeas, 97 ; Nays, 85. [The Nays were 
mainly Northern Free Soil men ; but some 
Southern men, for a difl'erent reason, voted 
with them]. 

Sepl. 9. — The House having returned the 
T^xas Boundary bill, with au amendment (Linn 
Boyds), including the bill organizing the Ter- 
ritory of New Mexico therein, the Senate 

Proceeded to consider and agree to the same : 
cas, 31 ; Nays, 10, namely: 



Messrs. Baldwin, Conn., 
Denton, Mo., 
Chase, Ohio, 
■Oavis, Mass., 
Dodge, Wis., 



Ewing, Ohio, 
Hainliu, Me., 
Seward, N. Y., 
Upham, Vt., 
Winthrop, Mass. 



So all the bills originally included in Mr. 
Clays "Omnibus" were passed — two of them in 
the same bill — after the Senate had once voted 
to sever them. 

THE KANSAS-NKBBASKA STRUGGLE. 

Out of the Louisiana Territory, since the ad- 
mission first of Louisiana and then of Missouri 
as Slave States, there had been formed the Ter- 
ritories of Arkansas, Iowa, and Minnesota ; the 
first without, and the two others with, Congres- 
sional inhibition of Slavery. Arkansas, in due 
course, became a Slave, Iowa and Minnesota 
Free States. The destiny of one tier of States, 
fronting upon, and westward of, the Mississippi, 
was thus settled. What should be the fate of 
the next tier ? 

The region lying immediately westward of 
Missouri, with much Territory north, as well as 
a more clearly defined district south of it, was 
long since dedicated to the uses of the Aborigines 
— not merely those who had originally inhabited 
it, but the tribes from time to time removed 
from the States eastward of the .Mississippi. 
Very little, if any, of it was legally open to 
settlement by Whites; and, with the exception 
of the few and small military and trading posts 
thinly scattered over its surface, it is probable 
that scarcely two hundred white families were 
located in the spacious wilderness bounded by 
Missouri, Iowa, and Minnesota on the east, the 
British possessions on the north, the crest of the 
Rocky Mountains on the west, and the settled 
portion of New-Mexico and the line of 36" 30' 
on the south, at the time when Mr. Douglas 
first, at the session of 1852-3, submitted a bill 
organizing the Territory of Nebraska, by which 
title the region above bounded had come to be 
vaguely indicated. 

This region was indisputably included within 
the scope of the exclusion of Slavery from all 
Federal Territory north of 36° 30', to which the 
South had assented by the terms of the Mis- 
souri compact, in order thereby to secure the 
admission of Missouri as a Slave State. Nor 
was it once intimated, during the long, earnest, 
and searching debate in the Senate on the Com- 
promise Measures of 1850, that the adoption of 
those measures, whether together or separately, 
would involve or imply a repeal of the Missouri 
Restriction. We have seen on a former page 
how Mr. C!!»y's original suggestion of a Compro- 
mise, which was substantially that ultimately 
adopted, was received by the Southern Senators 
who spoke on its introduction, with hardly a 
qualification, as a 'virtual surrender of all that 
the South had ever claimed with respect to the 
new Territories. And, from the beginning to 
the close of the long and able discussion which 
followed, neither friend nor foe of the Compro- 
mises, nor of any of them, hinted that one 
effect of their adoption would be the lifting of 
the Missouri restriction from the Territory now 
covered by it. When the Com promises of 1850 
were accepted in 1852 by the National Conven- 
tiona sf the two great parties, as a settlement 
of the distracting controversy therein contem- 
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plated, no hint was added r'mt the Nebraska 
rejiion was opened lljeveby to Slavery. 

Several peririorss tor the organization of a 
Territory wesf.nard of .Missouri and Iowa were 
presented at ilio se>sioi! of 1851-2, but no de- 
cisive action tiikea tliercou, until the next ses- 
sion, when, 

Dec. Vith.—\{T. W. P. Ilall, of Mo., pursuant 
to notice, submitted to the House a bill to organ- 
ize the Territory of Platte, whicli was read 
twice, and sent to the Coniniittee on Territories. 
Prom that Committee, 

Feb. 2d, 1853.— Mr. W. A. Richardson, of 111., 
reported a bill to organize the Territory of 
Nebraska, which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Feb. 2th. — The hill was ordered to be taken 
out of Committee, on motion of W. P. Hall. 

Feb. lOf/;. — The bill was reported from the 
Committee of the Whole to the Hojse, with a 
recommendation that it do not pass. 

Mr. Richardson moved the previous question, 
which prevailed. 

Mr. Letcher, of Va.. moved that the bill do lie 
on the table. Lost : Yeas, 49 ^^mainly Southern) ; 
Nays, lu7. 

The bill was then engrossed, read a third 
time, and passed. Yeas, 98; Nays, 43, (as 
before.) 

Feb. IK/t.— The bill reached the Senate 
and was referred to the Coniniittee on Terri- 
tories. 

Feb, \'th. — Mr. Douglas reported it without 
amendment. 

Mareh 2d. — (Last day but one of the session), 
.Mr. Douglas moved tliat the bill be taken up : 
Lost : Yeas, 20 ; (all Northern but Atchison and 
Geyer, of Mo.;) Nays, 25; (21 Southern, 4 
Northern.) 

March Zrd. — Mr. Douglas again moved that 
the bill be taken up. 

Mr. Borland, of Ark., moved that it do he on 
the table. Carried : Yeas, 23 ; (all Southern but 
4 ;) Nays, 17 ; (all Northern but Atchison and 
Geyer.) So the bill was put to sleep for the 
session. 

On the motion to take up — Mr. Rusk of Texas 

objecting — Mr. Atciiison said: 

I must ask the indulgence of the Senate to say one 
word in reiiition to this matter. I'erliaps there is not a 
State in tlie Union more deeply interested in this ques- 
tion tlian the State of Missouri. If not the largest, I will 
say tlie best, portion of that Territory, perhaps the only 
portion of it that in half a century will become a State, 
lies immediately west of tlie State of Missouri. It is 
only a question of time, whether we will organize the 
Territory at this session of Congress, or whether we will 
do it at the next session ; and, for my own part, I 
acltnowledge now that, as the Senator from Illinois well 
knows, when I came to this city, at the beginning of the 
last session, I was perhaps as much opposed to the pro- 
position, as the Senator from Te.xas now is. The Senator 
frosn Iowa knows it ; and it was for reason* which I 
will not now meniioti or suggest. But, sir, I have 
from reflection and Investigation lu my own mind, and 
from the opinions of others — my constituents, whose 
opinions I am bound to respect — come to the conclusion 
that now is tlie time for the organization of this Terri- 
tory. It is the most propitious time. The treaties with 
tlie various Indian tribes, the titles to whose possessions 
must be extinguished, can better be made now than at 
any future time ; for, as the question is agitated, and as 
it is understood, white men, speculators, will interpose, 
and interfere, nnd the longer it is postponed the more 
we will have to fear from them, and the more difficult it 
will be to extinguish the Indian title in that country, 
and the harder tlie terma to be i'-ioosed. Therefore, 
Mr. President, for this reason, witaout ,';oing into detail. 



I am williMg now that the qurstlon shall be taken, 
whether we will proceei to the zo eratlon of the bill 
or not. 

The meaning is here aiplomutically veiled, 
yet is perfectly plain. Gen. Atchison had been 
averse to organizing this Territory until he 
could procure a relaxation of the Missouri Re- 
striction as to Slavery ; but, seeing no present 
hope of this, he was willing to waive the point, 
and assent to an organization under a bill silent 
with respect to Slavery, and of course leaving 
the Missouri Restriction unimpaired. 



Gen. Pierce was inaugurated President on the 
4th March, 1 853. 

The XXXIIId Congress assembled at Wash- 
ington, Dec. 5th, 1853, with a large Adminis- 
tration niiijority in either House. Linn Boyd 
of Ivy., was chosen Speaker of the House. 
The President's Annual Message contained the 
following allusion to the subject of Slavery : 

It is no part of my purpose to give prominence to any 
suliject which may properly be regarded as set at rest by 
tlie deliberate judgment of the people. Ilut, while the 
present is briglit with promise, and the future full of de- 
mand and inducements for the exercise of active intelli- 
gence, the past can never be without useful lessons of 
admonition and instruction. If its dancers serve not as 
beacons, they will evidently fail to fulfill the object of a 
wise design. When the grave shall have closed over all, 
who are now endeavoring to meet the obligations of duty, 
tlie year 1850 will be recurred to as a period filled with 
anxious apprehension. A successful war had just termi- 
nated. Feai'e brought with it a vast augmentation of 
territory. Disturbing questions arose, bearing upon the 
domestic institutions of one portion of the confederacy, 
and involving the constitutional riglita of the States. 
But, notwithstandingdlffurencesof opinion and sentiment 
wliich then existed in relation to details, and specific pro- 
visions, the acquiescence of distinguisiied citizens, whose 
devotion to the Union can never be doubted, has given 
renewed vigor to our institutions, and restored a sense of 
repose and security to tlia public mind throughout tlie 
confederacy. That tliis repose is to siifTer no slmcls 
during my nfQcial term, if liiave power to avert it, tho5e 
who placed lue liere may be assured. 

Dec. 15. — Mr. A. C. Dodge of Iowa submitted 
to the Senate a bill (No. 22) " To organize the 
Territory of Nebraska," which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Territories. 

Jan, 4 — Mr. Douglas, from said Committee, 
reported said bill with amendments, which were 
printed. lie said iti his Report: 

The principal atncndments which your coir.mitteo 
deem it their duty to commend to the favorable action of 
tlie Senate, in a special report, are those in which the 
principles cstalilisheil by the Ooinpromise Measures of 
1^.50, .SI) far ;is tliey are applicable to territorial organize 
tions, are proposed to be f.ffirincd, and carried into 
practical oper.it iuii witliin the limits of tlie new Terri- 
tory. • • . 

AVitli a view of conforming their action to what they 
regard as tlie (•ettled policy of the Government, sanc- 
tioned Ijy tlie approving voice of the American People, 
your Comuiitlee liave deemed it their duty to incorporate 
and perpetuate, in tlieir territorial bill, the principles and 
spirit of those meiisiires. If any other consideration 
were necessary to render the propriety of tills course 
imperative upmi the Committee, they may be founii in 
the fact tliat ihe Nebraska country occupies the same 
relative position to the Slavery question, as did New 
Mexico and Uiali, wlieti those Territories were organizfd. 

It was a disimted point, whether Slavery was jiro- 
hibited by law in the country acquired from Mexico. 
On the one hiind, it was contended, as a legMl propo.si- 
tion, that Slavery having been prohibited tiy tlie enact- 
ments of Mexico, according to the laws of natiims, we 
received tiie country with all \\» local laws and doiiiH«tic 
institutions atlai'lied to tlie soil, so far as they ilid ni>t 
conflict with the Constitution of the United Siiites; and 
that a law either protecting or prohibiting Slavery, win 
not repugnant to tlint instrument, as was evidenced liy 
tlie fact tliat one-half of the States of the Union tolerated, 
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wfi'Ie the other half prohibiten, l\e institution of Slavery. 
On the other hand, it was insisted that, by virtue of tlie 
Constitution of tlie United States, every citizen had a 
right to remove to any Territory of tlie Union, and carry 
his property with him under the protection of lav/, 
whether that property consisted of persons or things. 
Tlie difficulties arising from this diversity of opinion were 
greatly aggravated by the fact that there were many 
persons on both sides of the legal controversy, who were 
unwilling to abide the decision of the courts on the legal 
matters in dispute ; thus, among those who claimed that 
the Mexican laws were still In force, and, cons quently, 
(iiat Slavery was already proliibited in those Territories 
by valid enactments, there were many who insisted upon 
Congress maliing the matter certain, by enacting another 
proliibltion. In like manner, some of those who argued 
that Mexican law had ceased to have any binding force, 
and that the Constitution tolerated and protected Slave 
iiroperty in those Territories, were unwilling to trust the 
decision of the courts upon the point, and insisted that 
Congress should, by direct enactment, remove all legal 
obstacles to the introduction of Slaves into those Territo- 
rieo. . . . 

Your Committee deem it fortunate for the peace of 
the country, and the security of the Union, tliat tlie con- 
troversy then resulted in the adoption of the Compro- 
mise Measures, which the two great polilical parties, 
with singular unanimity, have affirmed as a cardinal 
article of their faith, and proclaimed to the world as a 
final settlement of the controversy and an end of the 
Bgitation. A due respect, therefore, for the avowed 
opinions of Senators, as well as a proper sense of pa- 
triotic duty, enjoins upon your Committee the propriety 
anti necessity of a strict adherence to the principles, and 
even a literal adoption of the enactments of that adjust- 
ment, in all tlicir territorial bills, so far as the s.ame are 
not locally inapplicable. These enactments embrace, 
among other things, less material to tlie matters under 
consideration, the following provisions : 

When admitted as a State, the said Territory, or any 
portion of tlie same, shall be received into the Union, 
(vith or without Slavery, as their constitution may pre- 
scribe at the time of ihuir admission ; 

That the legislative power and authority of said Terri- 
tory shall be vested la the Governor and a Legislative 
Assembly. 

That the Legislative power of said Territory shall 
extend to all rightful subjects of legislation, consistent 
with the Constitution of the United States, and the pro- 
visions of this act ; but no law shall be passed interfering 
with the primary disposal of the soil ; no tax shall be 
Imposed upon the property of the United States; nor 
sliall the lands or other property of non-residents be 
taxed higher than the lands or other property of resi- 
dents. 

Jm. 24. — The bill thus reported was con- 
sidercvi in Committee of the Whole and post- 
poned to Monday next, when it was made the 
order of the day. 

The bill was further considered Jan. 31st, 
Feb. 3d, Feb. 6th, and Feb. 6th, when an amend- 
ment reported by Mr. Douglas, declaring the 
Missouri Restriction on Slavery " inoperative 
and void," being under consideration, Mr. Chase, 
of Ohio, moved to strike out the assertion that 
said Restriction 

"was superseded by the principles of the legislation of 
1S50, commonly called the Compromise Measures." 

This motion was defeated by Yeas, 13 ; Nays, 
30. 

Feb. 15. — ^The bill having been discussed daily 
nntil now, Mr. Douglas moved to strike out of 
his amendment the words above quoted (which 
the Senate had refused to strike out on Mr, 
Chase's motion,) and insert instead the fol- 
lowing ; 

Which being Inconsistent with the principle of Non-in- 
tervention by Congress with Slavery in the States and 
Territories, as recognized by the legislation of 1850, (com- 
Bonly called the Compromise Measures,) is hereby declared 
Inoperative and void ; it being the true Intent and mean- 
lag of this act not to legislate Slavery into any Territory or 
State, nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave the people 
[hereof perfectly free to form aj>d regulate their domestic 
Institutions in their own way, subject only to the Constitu- 
tion of the United States— 

6 



which prevailed — Yeas, 25 ; Nays, 10 — as fol- 
lows : 

Yeas — For Douglas's new amendment : 



Messrs, Adams, 
Atchison, 
Bayard, 
Bell, 

Bei^'amln, 

Brodliead, 

Brown, 

Butler, 

Cass, 

Clayton, 

Dawson, 

Dixon, 

Dodge, of Iowa, 

Douglas, 

Evans, 

Fitzpatrick, 

Geyer, 

WUUam8-85. 



Gwin, 

Hunter, 

Johnson, 

Jones, of Iowa, 

Jones, of Teun., 

Mason, 

Morton, 

Norris, 

Petvrce, 

Pettit, 

Pratt, 

Sebastian, 

Slidell, 

Stuart, 

Thompson, of Ky., 

Toombs, 

Weller, 



Nays — Against said amendment ; 

Messrs. Allen, Foot, 

Chase, Ilnuston, 

Dodge, of Wise, Seward, 

Everett, Sumner, 

Fish, Wade— 10. 

[Note. — Prior to this move of Mr. Douglas, Mr. Dixon, 
(Whig) of Kentucky, had moved to Insert a clause directly 
and plainly repealing the Missouri Restriction. Mr. Dixon 
thought If that was the object, (and he was in favor of it,) it 
should be approached In a direct and manly way. Ho was 
assailed for this in The Union newspaper next morning ; but 
his suggestion was substantially adopted by Douglas, after 
a brief hesitation. Mr. Dixon's proposition, having been 
made in Committee, does not appear in the journal of the 
Senate, or it would here be given in terms.] 

The bill was further discussed daily until 
March 2nd, when the vote was taken on Mr. 
Cliase's amendment, to add to Sec. 14 the fol- 
lowing words : 

Under which the people of the Territory, through 
their appropriate repreaentativen, may, if they see 
fit, proidbit the existence of Sla very therein— 

which was rejected : Yeas, 10 ; 'Nays, 36, as 
follows : 

Yeas — For Mr. Chase's amendment : 

Messrs. Chase, Hamlin, 

Dodge, of Wise, Seward, 

Fessenden, Smith, 

Fish, Sumner, 

Foot, Wade— 10. 

Nays — Against Chase's amendment: 

Messrs. Adams. Hunter, 

Atohlson,, Johnson, 

Badger, Jones, of Iowa, 

Bell, Jones, of Tenn., 

Benjamin, Mason, 

Biodhead, Morton, 

Brown, Norris, 

Butler, Pettit, 

Clay, (C. C.\ Pratt, 

Clayton, Husk, 

Dawson, Sebastian, 

Dison, Shields, 

Dodge, of Iowa, Slidell, 

Douglas, Stuart, 

Evaiis, Toucey, 

Fitzpatrick, Walker, 

Gwin, Weller, 

Houston, Williams— 36. 

Mr. Badger, of N. C, moved to add to the- 
aforesaid section : 

Provided, That nothing herein contained shall & 
construed to revive or put in force any law or regu- 
lation which mail have existed prior to tlie act of 6th 
of March, 1820, either protecting, establishing, pro- 
hlbiting, or abolishing Slavery. 

Carried : Yeas, 35 ; Nays, 6. 
Mr. Clayton now moved to strike out so much 
of said Douglas amendment as permits emigrants 
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from Europe, who shall have declared their in- 
tention to become citizens, to vote. Carried : 
yeas, 23; Nays, 21 — as follows: 
Yeas — For Clayton's amendment : 



Messrs. 



Adams, 
Atchison, 
Badger, 
Bell, 

Beojamin, 

Brodhead, 

Brown, 

Butler, 

Clay, 

Clayton, 

Dawson, 



S1Mp11_23, 



Dixon, 

Evans, 

Fltzpatrick, 

Houston, 

Hunter, 

Johnson, 

Jones, of Tenn., 

Mason, 

Morton, 

Pratt, 

Sebastian, 



Naijs — Against Clayton's amendment : 

Messrs. Chase, Norris, 
Dodge, of Wise, Pettit, 
Dodge, of Iowa, Seward, 
Douglas, Shields, 
Fessenden, Smith, 
Fish, Stuart, 
Foot, Sumner, 
Gwin, Toucey, 
Hamiin, Wade, 
Jones, of Iowa, 'Walker, 
Williams— 21. 

Mr. Chase moved to amend, by providing for 
the appouitmeiit of three Commissioners resid- 
ing in the Territory to organize the Territory, 
divide it into election districts, notify an election 
on the first Monday in September then ensuing, 
etc , at wiiich election the poople should choose 
their own Governor, as well as a Territorial Legis- 
lature — the Governor to serve for two years, and 
the Legislature to meet not later than May, 1855. 

This extension of the principle of " Squatter 
Sovereignty" was defeated — Yeas, 10; Nays, 30. 

Mr. Douglas's amendment was then agreed to, 
and the bill reported from the Committee of the 
Whole to the Senate. 

The question on the engrossment of the bill was 
now reached, and it was carried : Yeas, 29 ; 
Nays, 12. 

March 3. — The rule assigning Fridays for the 
consideration of private bills having been sus- 
pended, on motion of Mr. Badger, the Senate 
proceeded to put the Nebraska-Kansas bill on 
its final passage, when a long and earnest de- 
bate ensued. At a late hour of the night Mr. 
Seward, of New York, addressed the Senate, in 
opposition to the bill, as follows : 

Mr. Presideht : I rise with no purpose of further re- 
sisting or even delaying the passage of this bill. Let its 
advocates have only a little patience, and they will soon 
reach the object for which they have struggled so earnestly 
and so long. The sun has set for the last time upon the 
guaranteed and certain liberties of all the unsettled and 
unorganized portions of the American continent that lie 
within the jurisdiction of the United States. To-morrow's 
sun will rbe in dim eclipse over them. How long that ob- 
scuration shall last, is known only to the Power that di- 
rects and controls all human events. For myself, I know 
only this — tliat now no human power will prevent its coin- 
ing on, and that Its passing off will be hastened and se- 
cured by others than those now here, and perhaps by only 
those belonging to future generations. 

Sir, It would be almost factious to offer further resist- 
ance to this measure here. Indeed, successful resistance 
was never expected to be made in this Hall. The Senate- 
floor U an old battle-ground, on which have been fought 
many contests, and always, at least since 1S20, with fortune 
adverse to the cause of equal and universal freedom. We 
were only a few here who engaged in that cause In the 
beginning of this contest. All that we could hope to do 
— all that we did hope to do — was to organize and pre- 
pare the issue for the House of Kepresentatlves, to which 
the country would look for Its decision as authoritative, 
and to awaken the country that it might be ready for the 
appeal which would be made, whatever the decision of 
Congress might be. We are no stronger now. Only four- 



teen at the first, it mil be fortunate if, amon); the ills xai 
accidents which surround us, we shall maintain that num- 
ber to the end. 

We are on the eve of the consummation of a great na- 
tional transaction — a transaction which will close a cycb 
in the history of our country — and it is impossible not to 
desire to pause a moment and survey the scene around 
us, and the prospect before us. However obscure we may 
individually be, our connection with this great transactioD 
will perpetuate our names for the praise or for the cen- 
sure of future ages, and perhaps in regions far remote. 
If, then, we had no other motive for our actions than but 
that of the honest desire for a just fame, we could not be 
indifferent to that scene and that prospect. But individual 
interests and ambition sink into insignificance in view of 
the interests of our country and of mankind. These ^nte^ 
ests awaken, at least in me, an intense solicitude. 

It was said by some in the beginning, and it has been 
said by others later in this debate, that it was doubtful 
whether it would be the cause of Slavery or the cause of 
Freedom that would gain advantages from the passage of 
this bill. I do not find it necessary to be censorious, nor 
even unjust to others, in order that my own course may 
be approved. I am sure that the honorable Senator from 
Illinois [Mr. Douglas] did not mean that the Slave States 
should gain an ailvantage over the Free States ; for he 
disclaimed It when he Introduced the bill. I believe In all 
candor, that the honorable Senator from Georgia, [Mr, 
Toombs,] who comes out at the close of the battle as ons 
of the cluefest leaders of the victorious i)arty, is sincere in 
declaring his own opinion that the Slave States will gain 
no unjust advantage over the Free States, because he dis- 
claims it as a triumph in their behalf. Notwithstanding 
all this, however, what has occurred here and in the 
country, during Ihis contest, has compelled a conviction 
that Slavery will gain something, and Freedom will endure 
a severe, though I hope not an irretrievable, loss. The 
slaveholding States are passive, quiet, and content^ 
and satisfied with the prospective boon ; and the Free 
States are excited and alarmed with fearful forebodings 
and apprehensions. The impatience for the speedy pas- 
sage of tlie bill, manifested by its friends, betrays a 
knowledge that tliis is the condition of public sentiment hi 
the Free States. They thought in the beginning tli&t it 
was necessary to guard the measure by inserting the 
Clayton amendment, which would exclude unnaturalized 
fortign inhabitants of the Territories from the right of 
suffrage. And now they seem willing, with almost perfect 
unanimity, to relinquish tliat safeguard, rather than to 
delay the adoption of the principal measure for at most a 
year, perhaps for only a week or a day. Supi)i)se that 
the Senate should adhere to that condition, which so lately 
was thought so wLse and so important — what tliim? The 
bill could only go back to the House of Ilei)resentativei, 
which must either yield or insist ! In the one case or in 
the other, a decision in favor of the bill would be secured; 
for even if the House should disagree, the Senate would 
have time to recede. But the majority will hazard no- 
thing, even on a prospect so certain as this. Tiiey will 
recede at once, without a moment's further struggle, from 
the condition, and thus secure the passage of this bill noff, 
to-night. Why such haste ? Even if the question were fo 
go to the country before a final <lecision here, what would 
there be wrong in that? There is no man living who will 
say that the country anticipated, or that he anticipated, 
the agitation of this measure In Congress, wlien tills Con- 
gress was elected, or even when it assembled in Decem- 
ber last. 

Under such circumstances, and in the midst of agita- 
tion, and excitement, and debates, it is only fair to say, 
that certainly the country has not decided in favor of the 
bill. The refusal, then, to let the question go to the coim- 
try, is a conclusive proof that the Slave States, as repre- 
sented here, expect from the passage of this bill wlmttlie 
Free States insist that they will lose by it — an advantagf, 
a material a<lvantage, and not a mere abstraction. There 
are men in the Slave States, as in the Free States, who In- 
sist always ton pertinaciously upon mere abstractions, But 
that is not the policy of the Slave States to-day. The? 
are in earnest in seeking for, and securing, an objCct, anl 
an Important one. I believe they are going to have It. 1 
do not know how long the advantage gained will last, nor 
how great or comprehensive it will be. Every Senatct 
who agrees with me in opinion must feel as I do— that un- 
der 5-ach circumstances he can forego nothing that can be 
done decently, with due respect to dilTercnce of opinion, 
and consistently with the constitutional and settled rulu 
of legislation, to place the true merits of tlie iiuestionbfr 
fore the country. Questions sometimes occur which seen 
to have two right sides. Such were the questions thatdt 
vid'>d the English nation between Pitt and Fox— such fti 
contest lietween the assailant and the defender of Quebet 
Tlie judgment of the world was suspended by its sympv 
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t! le«, and seemed ready to descend In favor of him who 
Bhu.'ld be most gallant in conduct. And so, when both 
felli ith equal chivalry on the same field, the survivors 
uni.>.-d in raising a common monument to the glorious but 
rival m ;a ries of Wolfe aad Montcalnn, Hut this contest 
involves a moral question. The Slave States so present it 
Tliey maintam that African Slavery is not erroneous, not 
unjust, not mconsistent with the advancuig cause of hu- 
man nature. Since they so regard it, I do not expect to 
6ee_ statesmen representuig those States indiiferent about 
a vmdication of this system by the Congress of the United 
States. On the other hand, we of the i'ree States regard 
Slavery as erroneous, unjust, oppressive, and therefore 
absolutely mconsistent with the prir iples of the American 
Constitution and Government. W. will expect us to be 
Indifferent to the decisions of the aerican people and 
of mankind on such an issue? . . 

Sir, I am surprised at the peru .„oity with which the 
honorable Senator from Delaware, mine ancient and hon- 
orable friend, [Mr. Clayton,] pirseveres in opposing the 
granthig of the right of suffrage to the unnaturalized for- 
eigner in the Territories. Congress cannot deny him that 
right. Here is the third article of that convention by 
which Louisiana, including Kansas and Nebraska, was 
ceded to the Lnited States : 

"The inhabitants of the ceded territory shall be incor- 
porated hi the Union of the United States, and admitted 
as soon as possible, according to tlie principles of the Fede- 
ral Constitution, to the enjoyment of the rights, privileges, 
and immunities of the citizens of the United States: and 
in the meantime they shall be maintained and protected 
in the free enjoyment of their liberty, property, and the 
religion they profess." 

Tlie inhabitanu of Kansas and Nebraska are citizens 
already, and by force of this treaty must continue to be, 
and as such to enjoy the right of suffrage, whatever laws 
you make to the contrary. My opinions are well known, 
to wit: lhat fc avery is not only an evil, but a local one, 
iiyurious and ultimately pernicious to society, wherever It 
exists, and m conflict with the coii.stitutional principles of 
society 111 this country. I am not willing to extend nor to 
permit the extension of that local evil into regions now 
free witlim our empire. 1 know that tiiere are some who 
diHor from me, and who regard the Constitution of the 
Lnited Mates as an instrument which sanctions Slaverv 



well iis t reedoin. Hut if I could admit a proposition so In- 
congruous with the letter and spirit of the Federal Consti- 
tution, and the known sentiments of Its illustrious found- 
ers, and so should conclude that Slavery was national, I 
must still cherish the opinion that it is an evil : and 
because it is a national one, I am the more fii-inly held and 
bituml to prevent an increase of it, tending, as I think It 
tnanifeslly does, to the weakening and ultimate over- 
tliiow of the Constitution itself, and therefore to the 
injury of all munkind. I know there have been States 
nliich have endured long, and achieved much, which 
toleratcil Slavery ; but that was not the slavery of caste 
like Af lean Slavery. Such Slavery tends to nemoralize 
equally the subjected race and the superior one. It has 
been the absence of such Slavery from Kurope that has 
given her nations their superiority over other countries 
in that hemisphere. Slavery, wherever It exists, begets 
fear, anu feir is the jiarent of weakness. What is tlie 
secret cf tlini eternal, sleepless anxiety in the legislative 
halls, and even at the firesides of the Slave Slates, al- 
ways asking new stipulations, new compromises and 
abrogation of compromises, new assumjilions of power 
ami abnegations of power, but fear? It is the apprehen- 
sion, that, even if safe now, they will not always or long 
be .secure agaiust some invasion or some aggression from 
Uie Free Slates. What is the secret of the humiliating 
|ia;t which proud old Spain is acting at this dav, trem- 
wing between alarms of American intrusion Into Cuba 
on one side, and Uiitish dictation on the other, but the 
riict that she has che.ished Slavery so long and siill 
cherislies it, m ti,e last of her American colonial posses- 
sions? ihua far Kansas and Nebraska are safe, under 
Hie laws of 1S20, against the introduction of this element 
or national debility and decline. The bill before us, as 
ffe are assured, contains a great principle, a glorious 
imnciple; and yet that principle, when fully asce. tained, 
proves to he nothing less than the subversion of that 
oecuriiy not only within the Territories of Kansas and 
fjeuruska, hut within all the other present and future 
lerritories of the United States. Thus it is quite clear 
mailt IS not .a principle alone that is involved, but that 
•nose who crowd this measure with so much real and eai - 
nes ness must expect that either Freedom or Slavery 
S'lail gain something by it in those regions. The case, 
wen, stands thus in Kansas and Nebraska: Freedom 
miiy lose, but certainly can gain nothing ; while Slavery 
•a^y gam, but as certainly can lose nothing. 
60 far as I am conce.ned, the time for looking on the 



dark sid-- has passed. I feel quite sure that Sl.averv at 
most can get nothing more than Kansas : while Nebra«. 
ka-the wider northern region-will, under existing 
circumstances, escape, for the reason that its soil and 
climate are uncongenial with the staples of slave culture 
—rice, sugar, cotton, and tobacco. Moreover, since the 
public attention has been so well and so effectuhllv 
directed toward the subject, I cherish a hope that 
Slavery may be prevented even from gaining a foothold 
in Kansas. Congress only gives consent, hut it does not 
and cannot introduce Slavery there, fji.very will be 
embarrassed by its own overp'asping spirit. No one 1 
am sure anticipates the possible reestablishment of t'he 
African Slave-trade. The tide of emigration to Kansas 
IS therefore to be supphed there solely by the domesi.c 
fountain of slave production. But Slavery has also other 
regions besides Kansas to be filled from that fountain. 
Ihere are all of New Mexico and all of Utah already 
within the United States ; and then there is Cuba that 
consumes slave labor and life as fast as any one of the 
slaveholding States can supply It; and besides the<e 
regions, there remains all of Mexico down to the 
Isthmus. The stream of slave labor flowing from bo 
small a fountain, and broken Into several divergent 
channels will not cover so great a field ; and it is rea- 

l^^ t? ?,'," ''?„t°P1^ J**** part of it nearest to the 
ISoi th Pole win be the last to be inundated. But African 
slave emigration is to compete with free emigration of 
white men, and the source of this latter tide Is as ample 
as the civihzatwn of the two entire continents. The 
honorable Senator from Delaware mentioned, as if It 
were a startling fact, that twenty thousand European 
immigrants arrived in New-York In one month. Sir he 
has Slated the fact with too much moderation. On'mv 
return to the capital a day or two ago, I met twelve 
thousand of these emigrants who had arrived in New- 
\0Tk on one morning, and who had thronged the 
churches on the following Sabbath, to return thinks for 
deliverance from the perils of the sea, and for their arrival 
m the land not of Slavery but of Liberty. J also thank 
bod for their escape, and for their coming. Thev arc 
now on their way westward, and the news of the passage 
of this bill, preceding them, will speed many of them 
toward Kansas and Nebraska. Such arrivals are not 
extraordinary— they occur almost every week : and the 
immigration from Germany, from Great Britain, and 
from Norway, and from Sweden, during the European 
war, wdl rise to six or seven hundred thousand souls in 
a year. And with this tide Is to be mingled one rapidlv 
swelling from Asia and from the islands of the South 
i^eas. All the immigrants under this bill, as the House 
of Kepresentatives overruling you have ordered, will be 
good, loyal, Liberty-loving, Slavery-fearing citizens 
Come on, then, gentlemen of the Slave States. Since 
there is no escaping your challenge, I accept it in behalf 
of the cause of !• reedom. We will engage in competition 
for the virgin soil of Kansas, and God give the victory 
to the Bide which is stronger In numbers as it Is in right 
There at e, however, earnest advocates of this bill, w ho 
do not exiiect, and who, I suppose, do not desire that 
Slavery shall gain possession of Nebraska. What do 
they expect to gain? The honorable Senator fiom 
Indiana (Mr. Pettit) says that by thus obliterating the 
Missouri Compromise restriction, they will gain a tabula 
ram, on which the inhabitants of Kansas and Nebraska 
may write whatever they will. This is the great princi- 
ple of the bill, as he understands It. Well, what gain Is 
there in that? You obliterate a Constitution of Free- 
dom. If they write a new constitution of freedom, can 
tlie new be belter than the old? If they write a Constitu- 
tion of Slavery, will It not be a worse one? I ask the 
honorable Senator that. But the honorable Senator savs 
that the people of Nebraska will have the privilege of 
establishing institutions for themselves. They have now 
the privilege of establishing free institutions. Is it a pri- 
vilege, then, to establish Slavery ? If so, what a mockery 
are all our Constitutions, which prevent the inhabitanu 
from capriciously subverting free Institutions and estab- 
lishing institutions of Slavery ! Sir, it is a sophism, a sub- 
tlety, to talk of conferring upon a country, already secure 
m the blessings of Freedom, the power of self-destruction 
W hat mankind everywhere want, is not the removal 
of the Constitutions of Freedom which they have that 
they may make at their pleiusure Constitutions of .-lavery 
or of Freedom, but the privilege of retaining Constitu- 
tions of Freedom when they already have them, and the 
removal of Constitutions of Slavery when they have 
them, that they may establish Constitutions of Freedom 
in tlielr place. We hold on tenaciously to all exisiin" 
Constitutions of Freedom. Who denounces any man fo" 
diligently adhering to such Constitutions? Who wmild 
dare to denounce anyone for dLsloy.ilty to our exi.stin" 
Constitutions, if they we. e Constitutions of Despotism aud 
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Slavery? But it Js supposed by some that this principle 
is less important in regard to Kansas ana Nebraslca than 
as a general one— a general principle applicable to all 
other present and future Territories of the United States, 
Do honorable Senators then indeed suppose they are 
establishing a principle at all? If so, I think they 
egregiously err, whether the principle is either good or 
bad, right or wrong. They are not establishing it, and 
cannot establhh it in this way. You subvert one law 
capriciously, by making another law in its place. That 
ia all. Will your law have any more weight, authority, 
solemnity, or binding force on future Congresses, than 
the first had? You abrogate the law of your predeces- 
sors—others will have equal power and equal liberty to 
abrogate yours. You allow no barriers around the old 
law, to protect it from abrogation. You erect none 
around your new law, to stay the hand of future innova- 
tors 

Sir, in saying that your new principle will not be 
established by this bill, I reason from obvious, clear, well 
settled principles of human nature. Slavery and Freedom 
are antagonistical elements in tills country. The 
founders of the Constitution framed it with a knowledge 
of that antagonism, and sulTered it to continue, that it 
might work out its own ends. Tliere is a commercial 
antagonism, an irreconcilable one, between the systems 
of free labor and slave labor. They have been at war 
with eacli other ever since the Government was estab- 
lished, and that war is to continue forever. The contest, 
when it ripens betwoen these two antagonistic elements, 
is to be :iettled somewliere ; It is to be settled in tlie seat 
of central power, in tliS Feder.al Legislature. The Con- 
stitution makes it tlie duty of the central Government to 
determine questiiins, as often as they shall arise, in favor 
of one or the other party, and refers tlie decision of 
them to the majority of the votes in the two Houses of 
Congress. It will come back here, then, in spite of all 
the efforts to escape from it. 

This anti>gonism must end cither in a separation of the 
aniagonistic parties — the Slaveholding States and the 
Free States— or, secondly, in the complete establishment 
of the influence of the Slave power over the Free— or 
else, on the other hand, in the establishment of the 
superior inQuence of Freedom over the interests of 
Sliivery. It will not be terminated by a voluntary seces- 
sion of either party. Commercial interes:') bind the 
Slave States and the Free States together in iinks of gold 
tliat are riveted with iron, and they cannot be broken by 
passion or by ambition. Either party will submit to the 
ascendency of the other, rather than yield the commer- 
cial advantages of this Union. Political tics bind the 
Union together — a common necessity, and not merely 
a common necessity, but the common intercuts of 
empire— of such empire as the world has never before 
seen. The control of the national power is the control 
of the great Western Continent ; and the control of this 
continent is to be, in a very few years, the controlling in- 
fluence in tlie world. Who is there. North, that hates 
Slavery so much, or who. South, that hates emancipa- 
tion so intensely, that he can attempt, with any hope of 
success, to break a Union thus forged and welded tc- 
gethe.' ? I have always heard, with equal pity and dis- 
gu:-t, threats of disunion in the Free States, and similar 
threats in the Slaveholding States. I know that men 
may rave in the heat of passion, and under great politi- 
cal eNCitemeiit ; but I know that when it comes to a ques- 
tion whether this Union shall stand, either with Freedom 
or with Mlavery, the niiisses will uphold it, and it will 
-tand until some inherent vice in its Constitution, not yet 
Vsclosed, shall cause its dissolution. Now, entertaining \ 
heie opinions, there are for me only two alternatives, 
Tiz. : either to let Slavery gain unlimited sway, or so to 
e.\ert wliiit little power asid influence I may "have, as to 
Secure, if I can, the ultimate predominance of Free- 
dom 

cir, I have always said that I should not despond, 
even if this fearful ineiisure should be effected: nor do I 
now despond. Although, reasoning from my present 
convictions, I should not have voted for the compromise 
of 1^20, I have labored, in the very spirit of those who 
established it, to save the landmark of Freedom which it 
assigned. I have not spoken irreverently even of the 
compromise of ISM, which, as all men know, I opposed 
earnestly and with diligence. Nevertheless, I have al- 
ways preferred the compromises of the Constitution, and 
have wanted no others. I feared all others. This was a 
leading principle of the great statesman of the South, 
(.Mr. Calhoun). Said he : 

" I sse my way In the Constitution ; I cannot In a com- 
promise. A comproml.si! is Inn an act of Congress. Itmavlie 
overruled at any time. It ^Ives us no seeiiriiy. Uiil the t.'oiistl- 
tuiioii Is stable. It Ls a ruck on whleh we can M.mcl, ami on 
wliiLh we can meet our friend.-! from lli-J uuu-slaveholdliig 



States. It Is a firm and stable ground, on which wc can bet- 
ter stand In opposition lo fanaticism than on the shifiing saiiUa 
of compromise. Iittt us be done with uompromises. Let ua 
go back and stand upon the Constitution." 

I stood upon this ground in 1850, defending Freedom 
upon it as Mr. Calhoun did in defending Slavery. I was 
overruled then, and I have waited since without propos- 
ing to abrogate any compromises. 

It has been no proposition of mine to abrogate them 
now ; but the proposition has come from another quar- 
ter—from an adverse one. It is about to prevail. The 
shifting sands of compromise are passing from under my 
feet, and they are now, without agency of my own, tak- 
ing hold again on the rock of the Constitution. It sliall 
be no fault of mine if they do not remain firm. This 
seems to me auspicious of better days and wiser legisla- 
tion. Through all the darkness and gloom of the pre- 
sent hour, bright stars are breaking, that inspire mewitli 
hope, and excite me to perseverance. They show that 
the day ot compromises lias past forever, and that hence- 
forward all great questions between Freedom and 
Slavery legitimately coming here— and none other can 
come — shall be decided, as they ought to be, upon their 
merits, by a fair exercise of legislative power, and not by 
bargains of equivocal prudence, if not of doubtful 
morality. 

Mr. Douglas closed the debate, reiterating 
and enforcing the views set forth in his Report 
already referred to ; and at Itist the vote was 
taken, and tlie bill passed: Yeas, '61 ; Nays, 
1-i ; as follows : 

Yeaa—VoT the Kansas-Nebraska bill : 



Messrs. Adams, Hunter, 

Atchison, Johnson, 

Uadger, Jones, of Iowa, 

Bayard, Jones, of Tenu., 

Benjamin, Mason, 

Brodtiead, Morton, 

Brown, Norris, 

Butler, I'ettit, 

Cass, I'ratt, 

Clay, of Ala., Uusk, 

Dawson, Sebastian, 

Dixon, Shields, 

Dodge, of Iowa, Slidell, 

Douglas, Stuart, 

livaus, Thompson, of Ky. 

Filzpatrick, Thomson, of N. J., 

Geyer, Toucey, 

Gwin, Weller, 
Williams— 3T. 
ITays — ^Against the said bill : 

Messrs. Bell, Houston, 

Chase, James, 

Dodge, of Wise, Seward, 

Fessenden, Sraitli, 

Fish, Sumner, 

Foot, Wade, 

Uamlin, Walker— 14. 

So the bill was pa.ssed, and its title declared 
to be "An Act to organize the Territories of 
Nebraska and Kansas," and the Senate ad- 
journed over to the Tuesday following. 

In the House, a bill to organize the Territory 
of Nebraska had been noticed on the first day 
of liie session, by Mr. John G. Miller, of Mo., 
who introduced it December 22d. 

'fun. 24tli. — Mr. Giddings gave notice of a 
bill to organize said Territory. 

Jan. iH). — .Mr. Pringle, of N. Y., endeavored 
to have the bill passed at the last session (leav- 
ing the Missouri Restriction intact), reported by 
tlie Conitiiittee on Territories ; but debate arose, 
and Ilia resolution lay over. 

Jan. 31. — .Mr. Richardsoti, of HI., chairman 
of the CoMimittee on Territories, reported a 
bill " To organize the Territories of Nebraoka 
and Kansas," which was read twice and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. Richardson's bill was substantially Mr. 
Douglas's last bill, and was accompanied by iio 
report. Mr. English, of Ind., submitted the 
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views of a minority of said Committee on Ter- 
ritories, proposing, without argument, the two 
following amendments : 

1. Amend the section defining the boundary 
of Kansas, so as to make the summit of the 
Rocky Mountains" the western boundary of 
said Territory. 

2. Strike out of the 14th and 34th sections of 
said bill all after the words " United States," 
and insert in each instance (the one relating to 
Kansas, and the other to Nebraska) as fol- 
lows : 

Provided, That nothing in this act shall be so con- 
strued as to prevent the people of said Territory, through 
the properly constituted legislative authority, from pass- 
ing such laws, in relation to the institution of Slavery, as 
they may deem best adapted to their locality, and most 
conducive to their happiness and welfare ; and so much 
of any existing act of Congress as may conflict with the 
above right of the people to regulate their domestic 
institutions in their own way, be, and the same is here- 
by, repealed. 

Tills appears to have been an attempt to give 
practical effect to the doctriti'j of Squatter 
Sovereignty ; but it was not successful. 

May Sih. — On motion of Mr. Richardson, the 
House—Yeas, 109; Nays, 88— resolved itself 
into ft Committee of the Whole, and took up 
the bill (House No. 236) to organize the Terri- 
tories of Nebraska and Kansas, and discussed it 
—Mr. Olds, of Ohio, in the chair. 

On coming out of Committee, Mr. George W, 
Jones, of Teini., moved that the rules be sus- 
pended so as to enable him to move the print- 
ing of Senate bill (No. 22, passed the Senate as 
aforesaid) and the amendment now pending to 
tbe House bill. No quorum voted — adjourned. 

Mai/ dth. — This motion prevailed. After de- 
bate in Committee on the Kansas-Nebraska bill, 
the Committee found itself without a quorum, 
and thereupon rose and reported the fact to the 
House — only 106 Members were found to be 
present. After several fruitless attempts to ad- 
journ, a call was ordered and a quorum ob- 
tained, at 9 P.M. At 10, an adjournment pre- 
vailed. 

Ma;/ lOt/i. — Debate in Committee contiimed. 

Mai/ llt/i. — Mr. Richardson moved that all 
debate in Committee close to-morrow at noon. 

Mr. Englifh moved a call of the House: Re- 
fused ; Yeas, 88 ; Nays, 97. 

Mr. Mace moved that Mr. Richardson's mo- 
tion be laid on the table : Defeated. Yeas, 95 ; 
Nays l(i(t. 

Mr. Edgerton, of Ohio, moved a call of the 
House. Refused : Yeas, 45 ; Nays, 80. 

The day was spent in what has come to be 
called " Filibustering " — that is, the minority 
moving adjournments, calls of the House, ask- 
ing to be excused from voting, taking appeals, 
etc., etc. In the midst of this, Mr, Richardson 
withdrew his original motion, and moved in- 
stead that the debate in Committee be closed 
in five minutes after the House shall have re- 
sumed it. 

The hour of noon of the 12th having arrived, 
Mersrs. Dean and Banks raiised points of order 
as to the termination of the legislative day. 
The Speaker decided that the legislative day 
could only be terminated by the adjournment 
of the House, except by constitutional conclu- 
BioM of the session. Mr. Ranks appealed, but 
at It'Jigth withdrew his appeal 



Finally, at 11^ o'clock, p.m., of Friday, 12th, 
after a continuous sitting of thirty-six hours, 
the House, on motion of Mr. Richardson, ad- 
journed. 

J/av IStk. — The House sat but two hours, 
and effected nothing. , 

Jfai/ I5th. — Mr. Richardson withdrew his de- 
mand for the Previous Question on closing the 
debate, and moved instead that the debate 
close at noon on Friday the 19th instant. This 
he finally modified by substituting Saturday the 
20th ; and in this shape his motion prevailed by 
a two-thirds majority — Yeas, 137 ; Nays, 66 — 
the following opfxinents of the bill voting tor 
the motion, namely : 

Maisr.— Thomns J. D. Fuller, Samuel Mayall— 2. 
Nkw-Hasipsuike.— Geo. W Kittredge, Geo. W. Slor- 
rison— 2. 

Massachusetts. — Nathaniel P. Hanlts, jr.— 1. 
CONNKCTICUT.— Origen S. Seymciui' — I. 
Ne3W-Yoiik.— Gilbert Dean, Charles Hughes— 2. 
Pesnsvlvasia.— Michael C. Trout— 1. 
Ohio— Alfred V. Kdgerton, Harvey H. Johnson, An- 
drew Ellison, William 1). Lindsley, Thomas llichey--^. 
Indiaka.— Andrew .1. Harlan, Daniel Mace— 2. 
Illinois.— John Wentworth— 1. 
Michigan —David A. Noble, Hester L. Stevens— 2. 
Wisconsin.— John B. ftiacy— 1 
VmoiNiA.— John S. MUlson— 1. 
Total— 21. 

Mr. Richardson, having thus got in his reso- 
lution to close the debate, put on the previous 
question again, and the House — Yeas, 113; 
Nays, 59 — agreed to close the debate on the 
20th. 

Debate having been closed, the opponents of 
the measure expected to defeat or cripple it by 
moving and taking a vote in Committee on 
various propositions of amendment, kindred to 
those moved and rejected in the Senate ; some 
of which it was believed a m.ijority of the 
House would not choose (or dare) to vote 
down; and, though the names of those voting 
on one side or the other in Comniittee of the 
Whole are not recorded, yet any proposition 
moved and rejected there, may be renewed in 
the House after taking the bill out of commit- 
tee, and is no longer cut off' by the Previous 
Question, as it formerly w.is. But, when the 
hour for closing debate in Comniittee had 
arrived, Mr. Alex. H. Stephens moved that i/ie 
enacting clause of the hill be stricken out ; which 
was carried by a rally of the friends of the 
bill, and of course cut off all amendments. The 
bill was thus reported to the House with its 
head off; when, after a long struggle, the 
House rc/iixed to agree to the report o f the Com.' 
mittee of the Whole — Yeas, (for agreeing) 97 ; 
Nays, 117 — bringing thr House to a direct vote 
on the ongro.'s.sment of the bill. 

Mr. Richardson now moved an amendment, 
which was a substitute for the whole bill, being 
substantially the Senate's bill, with the clause 
admitting aliens, who have declared their in- 
tention to become citizens, to the right of suf- 
frage. He tiiereupon called the Previous Ques- 
tion, which the Iloiise sustained — Yeas, 116; 
Nays, 90 — when the House adopted his amend- 
ment — Yea.«, 115; Kay.-J, !)■'» — smd proceeded to 
engross the bill — Yeas, 112; Nays, 99 — when 
he put on the Previous Question again, and 
passed the bill finally— Yeasi, 113 ; Nays, loO — 
as follows : 
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Yeas— 113. 

from the free statl.s. 

Ma INK.— Moses McDonald— 1. 
Nhw-HAMPsuiKE — llarry Hibbard— 1. 
Connecticut.— Colin M. IngersoU— 1. 
Vkrjh)NT.— A'bne. Massacuuseits.— iVone. 
Uhodk Island.— J\rone. 

Nkw-Yoiik.— Thomas W. Cumraing, Francis B. Cut- 
ting, Peter Uowe, John J. Taylor, William M. Tweed, 
Hiram Walbiidge, William a Walker, Slike Walsh, Tlieo. 
II. Westbrook— S>. 

PuNNSYLVANiA,— Samuel A. Bridges, John L. Dawson, 
Thomas B. Florence, J. Clancy Jones, William II. Kurtz, 
John .McNair, Asa Packer, John Kobbins, jr., Christian 
SI. Straub, William H. Witte, Hendrick B. Wright— 11. 

NKW-JiiRSBY— Samuel Lilly, George Vail— 2. 

Ohio.— David T. Disney, Frederick W. Green, Edson 
B. Olds, Wilson Shannon— 4. 

Indiana.- John G. Davis, Cyrus L. Dunham, Norman 
Eddy, William H. English, Thomas A. Uemiricks, James 
H. Lane, Smith Miller-T. 

Illinois.— James C. Allen, Willis Allen, Win. A. Rich- 
ardson — 3. 

Micuia ^N. -Samuel Clark, David Stuart— 2. 
Iowa.— Bernhart Ilenn— 1. 
Wisconsin. — None. 

Califoknia.— Milton S. Latham, J. A. McDougall— 2. 
Total— «. 

FROM THE SLATE STATES. 

Delaware. — George R. Kiddle— 1. 

Makvland.— William T. Hamilton, Ileni-y May, Jacob 
Shower, Joshua Vansant — 4. 

ViHGiNiA.— Thomas IL Bayly, Thomas S. Bocock, John 
S. Caskie, Henry A. Edmundson, Charles J. Faulkner, 
William O. Goode, Zedekhih Kidwell, John Letcher, 
Paulus Powell, William Smith, John F. Snodgrass— 11. 

NiiuTH Carolina. —William S. Ashe, Burton Craige, 
Thomas L. Clingman, John Kerr, Thos. Kuffin, Henry 
M. Shaw— C. 

South Carolina. — William W. Boyce, President S. 
Brooks, James L. Orr— 3. 

GicouGU.— David J. llsiiley, Elijah W. Chastain, Alfred 
H. Colnuitt, Junius UiUyer, David A. Iteese, Whk. II. 
Stephens— 6 

Alabama. — James Ahercronihie, Williamson R. W. 
Cobb, James F. Dowdell, Sampson W. Harris, George S. 
Houston, Philip Phillips, Wiliiam R. Smith— 7. 

.Mississippi.— William S. Barry, William Barksdale, 
Otho R. Singleton, Daniel B. Wright— 4. 

Louisiana.— William Dunbar, Roland Jones, Jolin Per- 
kins, jr.— 3 

Kkntuckv. — John C. Breckinridge, James S. Cliris- 
miu), I.eawler 21. C<>x, Cltmmt S. Hill, John .M. Elliot, 
Btmj. E. Grey, William Prenton, Richard H. Stanton 
— S. 

Tknnessee. — ^^Villiam M. Churchwell, George W. Jones, 
C!iarle« Read!/, Samuel A. Smith, Frederick P. Stanton, 
Felix Zolliooffer—G. 

Missouri.- Alfred W. Lamb, James J. LiniUey, John 
G. Miller, Slordecai Olicer, John S. Phelps— 5. 

Arkasnas. — Alfred B. Greenwood, Edwin A. Warren — 2. 

Florida. — Augustus E. Maxwell — 1. 

Tk.^a3.— Peter U. Bell, Geo. W. Smyth— 2. Total— 69. 

Total, Free and Slave States — 113. 
Xays— luO. 

FRKF- .STATES. 

MAiNR.~iSi/nM«i P. Benson, E. Wilder Farley, Tho- 
mas J. D. Fuller, Samuel Mayall, Israel Wu«/ib-urn, jr. 
— 5. 

New IIampsiiirb, — George W. Kittrcdge, George ^\'. 
Morrison— 2. 

Massachusetts. — Nathaniel P. Banks, jr., Hamnel L. 
Orocleer, Alkx. Dk Witt. Edvard IHekimon, J. Wiley 
EdmuiuU, 'riiomas I). Eliot, John Z. Goodrich. Charloa 
W. Upham, Savtuel IL Walley, Tappan WentworVt— 
10. 

Rhode Island.— Thomas Davis, Benjamin B. Tlmr?ton 
—2. 

CONSKCTICUT, — Nathan Belcher, James T. Pratt, Origen 
S. Seymour — 3. 

Vekmont.— t/iimes Meaeham, AlvahSabin, Andrew 
Tracy— S. 

Nkw York.— ITenry Bennett, Davis Carpetfer, Gil- 
bert Dean, Caleb Lynn, Reuhen E. F^nlon. Thomas T, 
Flagler, George Hasting:", Solomon G- Haven, CiiarlHs 
Uugiie3,DaniKl T. Jones, Orsamus S. Matteson, Edwin 



B. Morgan, AVilliam Murray, Andrew Oliver, Jarcd V. 
Peek, Rui'us W. Peukliaui, Hishop Perkins, Benjamin 
I'ringle, liiissell Sage, George A. Simmons, Gkhkii 
S-MiTii, J dim Wlieeier— 22. 

.\k\v- Jersey. — Alem. C. M. Pennington, Cliarles Slid, 
ton, Nathan T. Straitoii— 3. 

Pknnsylvania. — Josi-phR. Chandler, Carlton B. Cur- 
tis, John Dick; Augusius Drum, William Ererhart, 
J.inies Gamble, Galu>lia A. Giow, Imuh E liienter, 
Thomas Jf. Ilmce, John McOulloch. Ner Jllddleswiirih, 
David Ilituhie, Samuel L. Ilussell, .Micliael C. Trout— 
14. 

Omo.— Edward Ball, Levels D. Campbell, Alfred P. 
I'Mgerton, Aiiilrew Ellison, Joshua R. OluniNGS, ^rtron 
Harlan. John Scott Harrison, II. H, Jolnison, William 
D. Liiiil>fy, ,M. H.Niclio'.s, Tliomas Richey, William I}, 
Sapp, Andrew Stuart, John L. Taylor, Euv/ard Wabb 
— I.i. 

I.vniAN.*.— Andrew J. Harlan, Daniel Mace, Samuel 
W. PiirA-er—-A. 

Illinois.— t/tinies Knox, Jesse 0. Norton, Elihu B. 
Washbtirne, John Weiitworth, Bicluu-d Yates— 5. 

iMlCHlGAS.— Daviii A. Noble, llestor L. Sleveii'*— 2. 

Wisconsin.- Di.r.j;iuiiiiC. Eaotman, Diiniel Wells, jr.— 

o 

Iowa.— xVoHfi. 

California.— Total— 91. 

SOCTIIBRN states. 

ViHGl.tu.— John S. Millson— 1. 
North C.\mu».\.—2iichard C. Puryear, Sion E. 
liogera—'i. 

'I'ENSKSSKR. — Robert 31. Biigg. WiiUcm CullomEmer- 
son Eiheridge, Natlumiel G- Taylor—^. 
LnnsuNA.— Theodore G. IIunt—\. 
Missouri. —TlKiiiiiis 11. Benton— 1. 
Other tfounihRN States. — None, Total— 9. 

Total, Free and Slave States — 100. 

AhseiU, or not voting — 21. 

N. England States — William Applelon, of Mass.— 1. 
Nkw-Yokk.— (f CO. IK C'/tUite, James Maurice — 2. 
P K N N 5 V 1, V A N I A , —None. 
Ni;w-Jkk.>.ky. — iV'i>;i«. 

Ohio.— Ueort'e Bliss, Jfoses B. Corwin—'i. 

Illinois.- Will. II. Bissell— 1. 

California. — Hone. 

Indiana.- Ebeii M. Cliamberlaiu — 1. 

Michigan.— jN'oue. 

l(m-A.— t/o/tw P. CooTc—\. 

Wisco.NslN.— Jolm B. Macy— 1. 

Total from Free States— 9. 

\\ sm-i.h'sr).— Jolin R. Franklin, Augitstus R. Sollm 
•2_ 

Virginia. — F:iyette McMuIlen — 1. 
NoKiii Carolina.— JVowe. 
Dki.aware. — None. 

South Carolina. — Wm. Aiken, Lawrence M. KeitI, 
Jolm .McQueen — 3. 
Georgia. — Win. B. W. Dent, James L. Seward— 2. 
Alabama.— .tVwie. 
.MississiPPL — Wiley P. Harris — 1. 
Kkntucky.— Linn linyd, (Speaker,)Pmfey JS'winfir— 2. 
Missouri. — S<imnel Caruiherit—\. 
Arkansas. — None. Florida. — None. 
Texas. — None. TKNNiiissKK — None. 
Louisiana. — None. 

Total from Slave States— 12. 

Whigs in Italics. Abolitionists in small capitals. 
Deiiiocrals in Roman. 

Jfay 2.n(/. — The bill being thus sent to the 
StMiate (not as a Senate but as a House bill), 
was sent at once to the Committee of the Whole, 
and there briefly considered. 

J/a.V 2-lth. — Mr. Pearce, of Maryland, niovcil 
to strike out the clause in section 5, wliieli ex- 
tends the right of suffrage to 

tliose who shall have declared on oath their inten- 
tion to become such, [citieons] and sliall have taken iin 
oath to suppr)rt the Constitution of the United States, anil 
the provisions of this act. 

Negatived — Yeas : Bayard, Bell, Brodhead, 
Brown, Clayton, Pearce, and Thompson of 
Kentucky. Nay.s, 41. 

The bill was then ordered to be cngro.s.scd 
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for a third reading — Yeas. 35 ; Nays, 13, as 

follows : 

Yeas — For Engrossing : 

Messrs. Atchison, Bio . Mason, Va., 

JBadger, N. C, Mortoii, I"la., 

Jienjamin, La., Morris, N. H., 

JUruiihead, Pa., J'eurce, Mtl,, 

Brown, Miss , I'ettit, Ind., 

Butler, S. C, Pratt, Md., 

Cass, Midi., Kusli, Texas, 

Clay, Ala., Sebastian, Arlc., 

Vawsoiit 6a., Sliields, III., 

Douglas, III., Sliuell, La., 

Fltzpatrick, Ala., Stuart, Mich., 

Gwiii, Cal., Thompson, Ky,, 

Hunter, Va., Thomson, N. J., 

Johnson, Ark., Toombs, Ga., 

Jones, Iowa, Toucey, Ct., 

Jones, Tenn., AVeller, Cal., 

WttUury, flu., Williams, N. 11., 
Wright, N. J.,— 85. 

Fays — Against Engro.ssing : 

Messrs. Allen, R. I., Gillettb, Ct., 

Bell, Tenn., Hamlin, Me., 

Chase, Ohio, James, K. I., 

Clayton, Del., Seward, N. i'., 

j^'mA, N. y., Sumner, Mass , 

Foot, Vt., Wade, Ohio. 
Walker, Wis.— 13. 

Democr.ats in Roman ; Whigs in Italics; Free Demo- 
crats in Small Caps. 

The bill was then passed without further 
division, and, being approved by tiie President, 
became a law. The clause in the 14th section, 
which repealed the Missouri Compromise, with 
the Badger /*/oyi.so, is as follows: 

That the Constitution and all the laws of the United 
States which are not locally inapplicable, shall have tlie 
same force and elJect within the said territory of Ne- 
braska, as elsewhere within the United States, except the 
eisliih section of the act preparatory to the admission of 
Missouri into the Union, approved March sixth, eighteen 
iiunilred and twenty, which being inconsistent with the 
principles of non-intervention by Congress with Slavery 
in the States and Territories, as recognized by the legisla- 
tion of eighteen hundred and fifty, commonly called the 
Cuiiipi'omise Measures, is hereby declared inoperative 
uiitlvuid; it being the true intent and meaning of this 
act not to legislate Slavery into any Territory or State, 
uor to excluiie It therefrom, but to leave the people there- 
of perfectly free to form and regulate their domestic in- 
stitutions in their own way. subject only to the'Constitu- 
tionof the United States; Provided, That nothing here- 
in contained shall be construed to revive or put in force 
any Itiw or regulation which may have existed prior to 
tlie act of sixth of March, eighteen hundred and twenty, 
either protecting, establishing, prohibiting or abolishing 
lii'ftVery. 

Bee. 3, 1855.— The XXXIVth Congress con- 
vened at the Capitol, In Washington.— Jesse D 
Bright, of Ind., holding over as President pro 
tempore of the Senate, in place of Vice-Presi- 
dent William R. King, of Alabama, deceased. 
A quorum of either House was found to be 
present. 

But the House found itself unable to organize 
by the choice of a Speaker, until after an un- 
precedented struggle of nine weeks' duration. 
Finally, on Saturday, Feb. 20, 1856, the plu- 
rality-rule was adopted — Yeas, 113; Nays, 104 
— and the House proceeded under it to its one 
hundred and thirty-third ballot for speaker, 
when Nathaniel P. Banks, jr. (anti-Nebraska) 
of Massachusetts, was cliosen, having 103 
votes to 100, for William Aiken, of South Caro- 
hna. Eleven votes scattered on other persons 
did not count against a choice. It was there- 
fore resolved — Yeas, 155 ; Nays, 40 — that Mr. 
Banks was duly elected Speaker. 

But, during the pendency of this election, the 
I'lesiduut had transmitted to both Houses, first 



(Dec. 31st) his Annual Message, and next (Jan. 
24ih) a special message with regard to the con- 
dition of Kansas, in which he thus alludes to 
"those who think Slavery not the best institution 
to make a prosperous and happy State, and to 
those who opposed the repeal of the Missouri 
restriction : 

This interference, in so far as concerns its primary 
causes and its iiuniediate commencement, was one of tho 
incidents of that pernicious agitation on the subject of 
the condition of the colored persons held to service in 
some of the States, which has so long disturbed the re- 
pose of our country, and excited individuals, othertrise 
patriotic and law-abiding, to toil with misdirected zeal 
in the attempt to propagate tlieir social theories by the 
perversion and abuse of tlie powers of Congress. 

The persons and parties wliom the tenor of the act 
to organiie the Territories of Nebraska and Kansas 
thwarted in the endeavor to impose, through the agency 
of Congress, their particular views of social organiza- 
tion on the people of the future new States, aow per- 
ceiving that the policy of leaving the inhabitants of each 
State to judge for themselves in this respect was ineradi- 
cably rooted in the convictions of the people of the 
Union, then had recourse, in the pursuit of their general 
oliject, to the extraordinary measure of propagandist 
colonization of the Territory of Kansas, to prevent the 
free and natural action of its inhabitants in its internal 
organization and thus to anticipate or to force the deter- 
mination of that question in this inchoate State. 

The President makes the following refer- 
ence to the action of the people of Kansas, 
who, claiming the right " peaceably to assem- 
ble and petition for a redress of grievances," 
did so assemble, and sent a petition to Con- 
gress, to permit them to form a State Govern- 
ment, with the Constitution submitted : 

Following upon this movement was another and 
mure important one of the same general character. 
Persons confessedly not constituting the body politic, or 
all the inhabitants, but merely a party of tne inhabitants, 
and without law, have undertaken to suiumon a conven- 
tion for the purpose of transforming the Territory into a 
State, and have framed a constitution, adopted it, and 
under it elected a governor and other oBicerB, and a 
representative to Congress. 

March 12. — In Senate, Mr, Douglas, of Illi- 
nois, from the Committee on Territories, made 
a report on matters relating to Kansas affairs, 
in which he says : 

The act of Congress for the organization o the Ter- 
ritories of Kansas and Nebraska, was designed to con- 
form to the lipirit and letter of the Federal Constitution, 
by preserving and maintaining the fundamental principle 
of equality among all the States of the Union, notwith- 
standing the restriction contained in the 8th section of 
the act of March 6, 1820, (preparatory to the admission 
of Missouri into the Union,) which assumed to deny to 
the people forever the right to settle the question of 
Slavery for themselves, provided they should make their 
homes and organize States north of thirty-six degrees 
and thirty minutes north latitude. Conforming to the 
cardinal principles of State equality and self-govern- 
ment, in obedience to the Constitution, the Kansas- 
Nebraska act declared, in the precise language of the 
Compromise Measures of 1S60, that, " when admitted as 
a State, the said Territor.v, or any portion of the same, 
shall be received into the Union, with or without Slavery, 
as their constitutions may prescribe at the time of their 
admission." 

He then refers to the formation of the " Emi- 
grant Aid Company,"* which had been organ- 
ized on the principle of " State equality " by 
the people of Mtissachusetts. This proceeding 
he calls " a perversion of the plain provisions " 
of the Kansas-Nebraska Act — that the only 

• " The Emigrant Aid Company," wlUi five millions dollars, 
to which Mr. Douglas alludes, and from the existence of which 
he makes a special pica for the Border Rufflaus, was 
never organized: See Report of Special Conunlltee of Con- 
gress, (page 100.) 
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kind of lawful emigration was "euch as has 
filled up our new States and Territories, when 
each individual has gone on his own account, 
to improve his condition and that of his 
family." The report then states that tlie peo- 
ple of Missouri were greatly alarmed at the 
rapid filling up of Kansas by people opposed to 
Slavery — that this might endanger the exist- 
ence of Slavery in Missouri — and that, as the 
people of Missouri had a right to defend their 
own institutions, they might properly resist the 
formation of an Anti-Slavery State in their 
neighborhood. The report continues : 

For the successful prosecution of such a scheme, the Mis- 
Eourians who lived in the immediate vicinity possessed pe- 
culiar advantages over their rivals from the more remote 
portions of the Union. Each family could send one of its 
members across the line to mark out his claim, erect a 
cabin, and put in a stuall crop, sufficient to give him as 
valid a right to be deemed an actual settler and qualified 
voter as those who were being imported by the Emigrant 
Aid Societies. In an unoccupied Territory, where the lands 
have not been surveyed, and where there were no marks 
or lines to indicate the boundaries of sections and quarter- 
Bections, and wiiere no legal title could be had until after 
the surveys should be made, disputes, quarrels, violence, 
and bloodshed might have been expected as the natural 
and inevitable consequences of such extraordinary systems 
of emigration, which divided and arrayed the settlers into 
two great hostile parties, each having an inducement to 
claim more than was his right, in order to hold it for some 
new-comer of his own party, and at the same time prevent 
persons belonging to the opposite party from settling in the 
neighborhood. As a result of this state of things, the 
great miiss of emigrants from the northwest and from 
otliur States who went there on their own account, with no 
other object, and influenced by no other motives than to 
improve their condition and secure good homes for their 
families, were compelled to array themselves under the 
banner of one of these hostile parties, in order to insure pro- 
tection to themselves and their claims against the aggress- 
ions and violence of the other. 

On the 29th of November, 1854, the first elec- 
tion in the Territory was held for a delegate to 
Congress. This was a very short time after the 
nrrival of the Free State emigrants in suffi- 
cient bodies to protect themselves. At this 
election, according to the returns, J. W. Whit- 
field had received 2,268 votes; other persons, 
575. Whitfield, of course, received the Gover- 
nor's certificate, but great dissatisfaction was 
expressed by the Free State settlers, charging 
that many of the votes received by Whitfield 
were given by men living in Missouri ; and it 
afterward appeared that at the time of the first 
election there wore but 1,114 legal voters in the 
Territory. Nevertheless, the report continues : 

Certain it is, that there could not have been a system of 
fraud and violence such as has been charged by the agents 
and supporters of the emigrant aid societies, unless the 
Governor and judges of election were parties to it ; and 
your committee are not prepared to assume a fact so dis- 
reputable to them, and so improbable upon the state of 
facts presented, without specific charges and direct proof. 
In the absence of all proof and probable truth, the charge 
that the Missourians had invaded the Territory and con- 
trolled the congressional election by fraud and violence 
was circulated throughout tlie Free States, and made the 
basis of the most inflammatory appeals to all men opposed 
to the principles of the Kansas-Nebraska act to et.-igrate 
or send emigrants to Kansas, for the purpose of repelling 
the invaders, and assisting their friends who were then in 
the Territory in putting down the slave-power, and prohi- 
biting Slavery in Kansas, witli the view of making it a 
Free State. Exaggerated accounts of the large r :mber 
of emigrants on their way under the auspices of the emi- 
grant aid companies, with the view of controlling the elec- 
tion for members of the Territorial '.egislature, which was 
to take place on the 30th of March, 1855, were published 
and circulated. These accounts, being republished and be- 
lieved in Missouri, where the excitement had already been 
Inflamed to a fearful intensity, induced a corresponding 



effort to send at least an equal number, to counteract t'lo 
apprehended result of the new importation. 

The report then gives a history of the Logislu- 
ture elected March oOth, 1855, its removal from 
Pawnee City to the Shawnee Mission, its sub.^e- 
quent quarrel with Gov. Reeder, aii<l continues: 

A few days after. Governor Reeder dissolved his oflicial 
relations with the legislature, on account of the reinovul 
of the seat of government, and wliile that body was still 
in session, a meeting was called by " nmny voters," to hs- 
serable at Lawrence, on the 14tli or IStli of August, ISM, 
" to take into consideration the proiirioty of calling a Tvr- 
ritorial Convention, j)reliminary to the formation of a State 
Government, and other subjects of i)UbUc interest." At 
that meeting, the following preamble and resolutions were 
aiiopted with but one dissenting voice : 

" Whereas, the people of Kansas T(!rrilni-y bavn been slnco 
the Beltlement, and now are, without any law-making power ; 
therefore 

" lie it reaolved, That we, the people of Kansas Torritnry, In 
mass meeting assembled, Irre.spectfve of puny dis'im-i'otis in- 
fluenced by a common necessity, and prcaily dcsiroiH of prn- 
mnting the common good, do Imreby call upon and rciim'st all 
liotui Jide citizens of Kansas Territory, of v.-liaicver political 
\iew3 and predilections, to consult tojjiiiher in tlinir rcspeciive 
olpclfon districts, and In mass convention or othiTwisc, elect 
three delegates for each reprcsentiUlve in the leiiislitlve as- 
si!ml)ly, by proclamation of C >vernor Keedcr of date Kiih 
March, l?65 ; said delegates to assembly in convention at the 
town of Topeka, on the 19lh day of Sei)t(;mher, 18.'j5, llien anil 
there to consider and determine upon all subjects of public In- 
terest, and particularly upon that having rofercncii to tlm 
speedy formation of a .State Constitution, with an Inienlinn of 
an immediate application to be admitted as a State Into ilio 
Union of the United States of America." 

This meeting, so far as your Committee h<ave been able 
to ascertain, was the first step In that series of proceedings 
which resulted in the adoption of a Constitution and State 
Governmentj to I)e put in operation on the 4th of the pre- 
sent month, in subversion of the Territorial Government 
establisiied under the authority of Congress. The right to 
set up the State Government in defiance of tlie constitu- 
ted authorities of the Territory, is based on the assumption 
" that the people of Kansas Territory have been since its 
settlement, and now are, witliout any iaw-m.-tking power;" 
in the face of the well-known fact, that the Territorial Le- 
gislature was then in session, in pursuance of the jim- 
clamation of Governor Reeder, and the organic lawof tlie 
Territory. 

The report then proceeds to narrate the cir- 
cumstances attending the formation of a State 
Government in Minliigan, Arkansas, Florida and 
California, and states that " in every instance 
the proceeding has originated with, and been 
conducted in subordination to, the authority of 
the local governments established or recognized 
by the Government of the United States," It 
then refers to the case of the effort to change 
the organic law, made in Rhode Island some 
years ago, from which it says the " insurgents" 
(as the Free-State party in Kansas is called) 
"can derive no aid or comfort." 

The following concludes the Report ; the 
words in Italics below perhaps explain in what 
sense the people of a Territory are "perfectly free 
to form their own institutions, in their own way :" 

Without deeming it necessary to express any opinion on 
this occasion, in reference to the merits of tliat contro- 
versy, [referring to Rliode Island,] it is evident that the 
principles upon which it was conducted are not involved 
in the revolutionary struggle now going on in Kansas ; for 
tlie reason, tliat ihe sovereignty of n Territory remain* 
in aheyance, mmpended in the t'nited Stiiiea, in trutt 
for the people, until they shall he admitted into ihe 
Union as a State. In the meantime, they are entitled 
to enxoy and exercise all the privileges and rights of 
self-government, in subordination to the Constitution 
of the United States, and in obedience to their organic 
lute passed by Congress in pursuance of that instr'W- 
ment. These rights and privileges are all derived from 
the Constitution, through the act of Congress, and must be 
exerciseil and enjoyed in subjection to all the limitations 
and restrictions which that Constitution imposes. Hence, 
it is clear that the i)eopie of the Territory have no inherent 
sovereign right, under the Constitution of the United States, 
to annul the laws and resist the authority of theTerritoriaj 
government which Congress has establisiied In obedienct 
to tiie Constitution. 
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In tracing, step by step, the origin and history of these [ 
Kansas difficulties, your Committee have been profoundly 
impressed with the significant fact, tliat each one has re- 
sulted from an attempt to violate or circumvint the prin- 
ciples and provisions of the act of Congress for the organ- 
ization of Kansas and Nebraska. Tlie leading idea and 
fundamental principle of the Kansas-Nebraska act, as ex- 
pressed in tlie law itself, was to leave the actual set- 
tlers and hoiia-Jide inhabitants of each Territoiy 
perfectly f ee to form and regulate their domentiu 
imiitutionH in their own way, subject only to the Con- 
etiiutionvf the United States.^^ While this is declared 
to be the " true intent and meaning of the act," those 
who were opposed to allowing tlie people of the Territory, 
preparatory to tlieir admission into the Union as a State, 
to decide the Slavery question for themselves, failing to 
accomplish tiieir purpose in the halls of Congress, and un- 
der the authority of the Constitution, immediately resorted, 
in their respective States, to unusual and extraordinary 
means to control the political destinies and shape the do- 
mestic institutions of Kansas, in defiance of tlie wishes, 
and regardless of the rights, of the people of that Terri- 
tory, as guaranteed by their organic law. Combinations, 
Jn one section of tlie Union, to stunulate an unnatural and 
«alse system of emigration, witli the view of controlling 
the elections, and forcing the domestic institutions of the 
Territory to assimilate to those of the lion-slaveliolding 
Stales, wei-e followed, as might have been foreseen, by tlie 
use of similar means in the slaveholding States, to pro- 
duce directly the opposite result. To these causes, and to 
tliese alone, in the opinion of your Committee, may be 
traced the orisin and progress of all the controversies and 
disturbances with which Kansas is now convulsed. 

If these unfortunate troubles have resulted, as natural 
consequences, from unauthorized and improper schemes 
pf foreign interference with the internal alTairs and domes- 
tic concerns of tlie Territory, it is apparent that the remedy 
must be sought in a strict adherence to the principles and 
rigid enforcement of the j)rovisions of tlie organic law. 
In this connection, your Committee feel sincere satisfaction 
in comiiiendiiig the messages and proclamation of tlie I're- 
fident of the United States, in which we liave the gratify- 
ing assurance that tlic supremacy of the laws will be main- 
tained; that rebellion will be crushed; that insurrec- 
tion will be suppressed ; that aggressive intrupion for the 
purpose of deciih'ng elections, or any other purpose, will 
be repelle<l ; that unauthorized intermeddling in the local 
concerns of tlie Territory, both from adjoining and distant 
States, will be prevented ; that the federal and local laws 
will be vindicated against ail attempts at organized resist- 
ance ; and that the people of the Territory will be pro- 
tected in the eslablishnient of their own institutions, r.ndis- 
turbed by encroachments from without, and in the full en- 
joyment of the rights of self-government assured to them 
by the_ Constitution and the organic law. 

In view of these assurances, given under the conviction 
that the existing laws confer all tlie authority necessarv to 
the performance of these important duties, and that "the 
whole available force of the United States will be exerted 
to the extent required for their performance, your Com- 
mittee repose in entire confidence that peace, and security, 
and law, will prevail in Kansas. If any further evidence 
were necessary to prove that all the collisions and diflicul- 
ties in Kansas have been produced by the schemes of for- 
eign interference which have been developed in this re- 
port, in violation of the principles and in evasion of the 
provbions of the Kansas-Nebraska act, it may be found in 
«he fact that in Nebraska, to which the emigrant-aid socie- 
ties did not extend their operations, and into which the 
stream of emigration was permitted to How in its usual 
and natural channels, nothing has occurred to disturb the 
peace and harmony of the Territory, while tlie principle of 
je f-governnient, in obedience to the Constitution, has Iiad 
fair play, and is (jniefly working out its legitimate results. 

It now only remains for your Committee to respond to 
the two specific recommendations of tlie President, in his 
tpeclal message. They are as follows : 

"This, it spcms to me, can be best accompllflhed bv provid- 
ing that, wlif II the iiilialiiiaiils of Kansas mav desire ii, and 
jsall be of siilliolent numbers to constiliite a State, a convcn- 
Hon of delegates, duly cleeled by llie qualified voters, shall 
assemble lo Irame a C'onslitiition, and thus prepare, through 
regular ami lawful means, for its admission into the Union as 
fi, . j;.' * respectfully recoiiunend Uie enactment of a law to 
taat vfff.ct. 

" I recommend, also, (hat a special appropriation be made 
to ai'fray any expense which may become reniiisiie in the 
execuiioii of iJip imvs, nr the mahilunauce of public order in 
the Territory of Kansas." 

In compliance with the first recommendation, your Com- 
mttee ask leave to report a bill authorizing the 1-egislature 
or the Territory to provide by law for the election of dele- 
gates by the people, and the assembling of a Convention 
w form a Constitution and State Government preparatory 



to their admission into the Union on an equal footing with 
the original States, so soon as it shall appear, by a censub 
to be taken under the direction of the Governor, by the 
authority of the Legislature, that the Territory contains 
ninety-three thousand, four hundred and twenty inhabi- 
tants — that being the number required by the present ratio 
of rejirebentatiun for a member of Congress. 

In compliance with tlie other recommendation, your 
Committee projiose to offer to the aiipropriation bill an 
amendment appropriating such sum as shall be found ne- 
cessary, by the estimates to be obtained, for the purpose 
indicated in the recommendation of the I'resident. 

All of wliieli is respectfully submitted to tlie Senate by 
your Committee. 

Mr. Colliiiner, of Vermont, the Republican 
iiK'iiiber (if same Conmiittee, submitted a nii« 
uority report, in which he says : 

Thirteen of the present prosperous States of this Union 
passed through the period of apprenticeship or pupilage 
of ten itoriid training, under the guardianship of Congress, 
preparatory to assuming tlieir proud rank of miinliood 
as sovereign and independent States. This period of 
their pupilage was, in every case, a period of the good offi- 
ces of parent and cliild, in the kind relationship sustained 
between the National and the Territorial Government, 
and may be remembered with feelings of gratitude and 
pride. We have fallen on dilferent limes. A territoiy of 
our government is now convulsed with violence and dis- 
cord, and the whole family of our nation is in a state of 
excitement and anxiety. The National Executive power 
is put in motion, the army in requisition, and Congress is 
invoked for interference. 

In this case, as in all others of difficulty, it becomes re- 
cessarj' to inquire what is tlie true cavxe of existing trou- 
ble, in order to apply effectual cure. It is but a temporary 
palliative to deal witli the external and more obvious mani- 
festations and developments, while the real, iirocuring 
cause lies unattended to, and uncorrected, and unre- 
moved. 

It is said that organized opposition to law exists in Kan- 
sas. That, if existing, may probably be suiijjresscd by the 
President, by the use of the army ; and so, too, may inva- 
sions by armed bodies from Missouri, if the Executive be 
sincere in its efforts; but when this is done, while the cause 
of trouble remains, the results will continue with renewed 
and increased develojiments of danger. 

l.et us, then, look fairly and midisguisedly at this sub- 
ject, in its true character and history. Wherein does this 
Kansas Territory differ from all our other Territories which 
have been so peacefully and successfully carried through, 
and been developed into the manhood of indeiiendent 
States? Can that difference account for existmg trou- 
bles ? Can that difference, as a cause of trouble, be re- 
moved ? 

The first and great point of difference between the Ter- 
ritorial government of Kansas and that of the thirteen 
Territorial governments before mentioned, consists in the 
subject of Slavery — the undoubted cause of present 
trouble. 

The action of Congress in relation to all tliese thirteen 
Territories tens conducted on u unijorm and prudent 
principle, to wit: To settle, hy a clear j)roriMon,thii 
law inreliiiionto the subject of Slavery to be opera- 
tive in the Territory, while it remained such ; not 
leaving it in any one of tliose cases to be a subject of con- 
troversy witliki the same, while in the plastic gristle of its 
youth. This was done by Congress in the exercise^ of the . 
same power whicli molded the form of their organic laws, 
and appointed their executive and judiciary, and some- 
times their legislative officers ; it was the power provided 
in the Constitution, in these words : " Congress shall have 
power to dispose of and make all needful rules and regu- 
lations resi)ecting the territory or other i)roperty belong- 
ing to the United States," Settling the sulyect of Slavery 
while the country remained a Territory, was no higher ex- 
ercise of power in Congress, than the regulation of the func- 
tions of the territorial government, and actually appointing 
its principal functionaries. Thisjiractice coniineiieed with 
this National Government, and was continued, with unin- 
terrupted uniformity, for more tlian sioety years. This 
practical contemporaneous construction of the constitu- 
tional power of this government is too clear to leave 
room for doubt, or opportunity for skepticism. The peace, 
prosperity, ami success which attended this course, and 
the results whidi liave ensued, in the formation and ad- 
mission of the thirteen States therefrom, are most conclu- 
sive and satisfactory evidence, also, of the wisdom and 
prudence with which tliis power ww cx^ji cixed. Deluded 
must be that people wlia. In the pur.suit of plausible tlieo- 
ricR, become deaf to the lessons, and bluid to the result^ 
of their own experience. 
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Let us nest inquire by what rule of uniformity Congress 
was governed, in tUe exercise of this power of determining 
the condition of each Territory as to Slavery, wliile remain- 
ing a Territory, as manifested in those thirteen instances. 
An exa.aination of our history will show that this was not 
done from time to time by agitation and local or party 
triumphs in Congress. The rule pursued was uniform and 
clear; and, whoever may have lost by it, peace and pros- 
perity have been gained. That rule was this : 

Where Slavery was actually existmg in a country to any 
considerable or general extent, it was (though somewhat 
modified as to farther importation in some insiauces, as in 
Mississippi and Orleans Territories) suffered to remain. 
1'iie faoi, that it had been taken and existed there, was 
taken as an indication of its adaptation and local utility. 
Wiiere Slavery did not in fact exist to any appreciable ex- 
tent, the same was, by Congress, expressly prohibited ; so 
that in either case the country was settled up without diffi- 
culty or doubt as to the character of its institutions. In no 
instance was this difficult and disturbing subject left to the 
people who had and who might settle in the Territory, to 
be tliere an everlastkig bone of contention, so long as the 
Territorial government should continue. It was ever re- 
garded, too, as a subject in which the whole country had 
an interest, and, tlierefore, improper for local legislation. 

And though, whenever the people of a Territory come to 
form their own organic law, as an independent State, they 
would, either before or after their admission as a State, 
form and mold their institutions, as a Sovereign Stale, in 
tlieir own way, yet it must be expected, and has always 
proved true, that the State has taken the character her 
pui)ilage has prepared her for, as well in respect to Slavery 
as in other respects. Hence, six of the thirteen States are 
Free States, because Slavery was prohibited in them by 
Congress, while Territories, to wit: Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, 
Michigan, Wisconsin, and Iowa. Seven of the thirteen 
are slaveliolding States, because Slavery was allowed in 
them by Congress wliile they were Territories, to wit : Ten- 
nessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Florida, Louisiana, Arkansas 
and Missouri. 

On the Oih of March, a.d. 1820, was passed by Con- 
press the act preparatory to the admission of the State of 
Missouri into tlie Union. Much controversy and discus- 
sion arose on the question whether a prohibition of 
Slavery within said State should be inserted, and it re- 
suited in tliis : ttiat said Statu should be admitted witliout 
sucli proliibition, but that Slavery should \)e forever pro- 
hibited iu the rest of that country ceded to us by France 
lying north of 3(5° 30' north latitude, and it was so done, 
'riiis contract is known as the Missouri Compromise. 
Under tliis arrangement, Missouri was admitted as a 
slaveliolding State, the same having been a slavelioiding 
Territory. Arkansas, south of the line, was formed into 
a Territory, and Slavery allowed therein, and afterward 
admitted as a slaveiiolding State. Iowa was made a 
Territory nortli of the line,'an(l, under the operation of 
the law, was settled up without slaves, and admitted as a 
free State. The country now making the Territories of 
Kansas and Nebraska, in 1820, was almost or entirely 
uninhabited, and iay north of said line, and whatever 
settlers entered the same before 1S54, did so under that 
law, forever forbiiiding Slavery therein. 

In lt54. Congress jiassed an act estal)Iishing two new 
Territories — Nebraska and Kansas — in this region of 
country, wliere Slavery had been prohibited for more 
than thirty years; and, instead of Icavingsuid law against 
Slavery in operation, or prohibiting or expressly allowing 
or establisliing Slavery, Congress left the subject in said 
Territories, to be discussed, agitated, and legislated on, 
from time to time, and the elections in said Territories to 
be conducted with reference to that subject, from year to 
year, so long as they should remain Territories; for, 
whatever laws miglit be passed by the Territorial legisla- 
tures on this subject, must be subject to change or repeal 
by those of the succeeding years. In most former Terri- 
ti)rial governnieuls, it was provided by law that their 
laws Were subject to the revision of Congress, so that 
tliey would be made with caution. In these Territories, 
tJiat was omitted. 

The provi^i()n in relation to Slavery in Nebraska and 
Kansas is as follows : *• The eighth section of the act pre- 
paratory to the admission of Missouri into the Union 
(wliiuh being inconsistent with the principle of non-inter- 
vention by Congress with Slavery in the States and Ter- 
ritories, as required l)y the legislation of lS5il, connnonly 
calleil the Compromise Measures) is hereby declared 
inoperative and void; it being the true intent and 
meaning of this act not to legislate Slavery into said Ter- 
ritory or State, nor to exclude it therefrom, but to le.-ive 
the people thereof perfectly free to form ami regulate 
their domestic insiiiuticns in their own way, sulject only 
to the Constitution of the United States : I'rovided, 
That nothing herein contained shali be cun-trueJ to 



revive or put in force any law or regulation which may 
have existed prior to the a'Jt of 6 Marcli, 1820, eitlier pro- 
tecting, establishing, prohibiting, or aboli-'hing Slavery." 

Thus it was promulgated to the people of this wliole 
country that here was a clear field for compftition— im 
open course for the race of rivalship; the goal of wliicli 
was, the ultimate establishment of a sovereign State ; m\ 
the prize, the reward of everlasting liberty and its insilm. 
tions on the one hand, or the perpetuity of Slavery ami 
ita concomitants on the other. It is the obvious du'y of 
this government, while this law continues, to si-e ilm 
manifesto faithfully, and honorably, and honcsily per- 
formed, even though its particular supporters may see 
cause of a result unfavorable to their hopes. 

It is further to be observed that, in the performance of 
this novel experiment, it was provided that all wlii;e 
men who became inhabitants in Kansas were eniitleilto 
vole without regard to their time of residence, usually 
provided in other Territories. Nor w.is thin right of 
voting confined to American citizens, but ine! ided all 
such aliens as had declared, or would declare, ou oath, 
their intention to become citizens. Thus was the procla. 
mation to the world to become inhabitants of Kansas, and 
enlist in this great enterprise, by the force of numbers, 
by vote, to decide for it the great question. Was it to b« 
expected that this great proclamation for the political 
tournament would be listened to with indifference ami 
apatliy ? Was it prepared and presented in that spirit? 
Did it relate to a subject on which the people were cool 
or indifferent ? A large part of the people of this country 
look on domestic Slavery as " only evil, and that con- 
tinually," alike to master and to slave, and to the com. 
munity ; to be left alone to the manageni'jnt or enjoy, 
ment of the people of the States where it exists, but not 
to be extended, more especially as it gives, or may give, 
political supremacy to a minority of the people of this 
country in the United States government. On the oilier 
hand, many of the people of another part of the United 
States regard Slavery, if not In the abstr.act a blessing, at 
least as now existing, a condition of society best for 
both white and bliiek, while they exist together ; while 
others regard it as no evil, but as the highest state t.f 
social condition. These consider that they cannot, wilh 
safety to their interests, permit political ascendency lo 
be largely in the hands of those unfriendly to this pecu- 
liar institution. From these conflicting views, long and 
violent has been the controversy, and experience seeuu 
to show it interminable. .... 

A succinct statement of the exercise and progress ot 
the material events in Kansas is this : After the passage 
of tills law, establishing the Territory of Kansas, a large 
body of stttlers rapidly entered into said Territory with a 
view to permanent inhabitancy therein. Most of these 
were from the Free States of the West and North, who 
probalily intended by their votes and influence to estab- 
lish there a Free State, agreeably to the law which invited 
them. Some part of tliose from the Northern States had 
been encouraged and aided in this enterprise by the 
Kmigraut Aid Society formed in Massachusetts, which 
put forth some exertions in this laudable object, by open 
and public measures, in providing facilities for transpor- 
tation to all peaceable citizens whodesiredto becomeper- 
manent settlers in said Territory, and providing there- 
in hotels, mills, etc., for the public accommodation of that 
new country. 

The Governor of Kansas, having. In pursuance of laff, 
divided the territory into district?, and procured a census 
thereof, issued his proclamation for the election of a 
Legislative Assembly therein, to take place on theSuth 
day of March, 1S35, and directed how the same should 
be conducted, and the returns made to him agreeable t£ 
the law establishing said Territory. On the day of election, 
large bodies of armed men from the State of Missouri, 
appeared at the polls in most of the diiitricts, and, by 
;n»sl violent and tumultuous carriage and demeanor, 
overawed the defenseless inhabitants, and by their otrn 
votes elected a large majority of the members of botb 
Houses of said Assembly. On the returns of said elec- 
tion being made to the Governor, protests and objections 
were made to him in relation to a part of fniiX districts; 
and as to them, he set aside such, and such only, as by 
the returns appeared to be bad. In relation to other*, 
covering, in all, a majority of the two Houses, equally 
vicious in fact, but apparently good by formal returns, 
the Inhabitants thereof, borne down by said violence and 
intimidation, scattered and discouraged, and laboring 
under apprehensions of personal violence, refrained and 
desisted from presenting any protest to the Governor in 
relation thereto; and he, then uninformed in relation 
thereto, issued certificates to the members who aiipearid 
by said formal returns to have been elected. 

In relation to those districts which the Governor sostt 
aside, orders wHe by him issued for new elections. Iu 
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one of tliese uistricts, the same proceedings were repeated 
by men from Missouri, and in others not, and certificatus 
were issued to tiie persons elected. 

This legislative assembly, so elected, assembled at Paw- 
nee, on tlie second day of July, 1S55, that being the lime 
ami place for holding said meeting, as fixed by the Gov- 
ernor, by uuthorily of law. On assembling, the said 
houses proceeded to set aside and reject those members 
fo elected on said second election, except in the district 
where tlie men from Missouri had, at said election, chosen 
tlie same persons they had elected at the said first election, 
and lliey admitted ail of the said first-elected members. 

A legislative assembly, so created by military force, 
liy a foreign invasion, in violation of the organic law, was 
Imi. a usurpation. No act of its own, no actor neglect of 
'lie Governor, could legalize or sanctify it. Ifs own 
ilfcisions IIS to its own legality are like its laws, but tlie 
rriiits of its own usurpation, which iiq Governor could 

legitinintc 

The people of Kansas, thus invaded, subdued, oppressed 
and insulted, seeing their Territorial Government (such 
only in form) perverted into an engine to crusli tliem in 
the dust, and to defeat and destroy the professed object 
of their organic law, by depriving them of the perfect 
freedom" tlierein provided ; an<l finding no ground to 
iiope for rights in that organization, tliey proceeded, 
under the guaranty of tlie United States Constitution, 
"peaceably to assemble to petition the Government for 
the redress of (their) grievan'ces." Tney saw no earthly 
source of relief but in the formation of a State Govern- 
ment by the people, and the acceptance and ratification 
lliereof by Congress. 

It is true that, in several instances in our political his- 
tory, the people of a Territory have been authorized by 
an act of Congress to form a State Constitution, and, 
after so doing, were admitted by Congress, It is quite 
obvious tliat no such authority could be given by the act 
of the Territorial Government. That clearly has no 
power to create another Government, paramount to it- 
self. It is equally true that, in nuineruus instances in 
our history, the people of a Territory have, without any 
previous act of Congress, proceeded to call a Convention 
of the peojde by their delegates ; have formed a State Con- 
stitution, which has been adopted by the people, and a 
State Legiilature assembled under it, and chosen Senators 
tu Cuiigress, and then have presented said Constitution 
to Congress, which has approved the same, and received 
the Senators and members of Congress who were chosen 
under it before Congress had apju'oved the same. Sucli 
was the case of Tennessee; such was the case of Michi- 
gan, where tlie people not only formed a State Constitu- 
tion without an act of Congress, but they actually put 
tlieir State Government into full operation and passed 
laws, and it was approved by Congress by receiving it as 
a State. Tlie people of Florida formed Mieir Constitution 
without any act of Cotigress therefor, six years befure 
tliey were admitted into the Union. When the people of 
Arkansas were about forming a State Constitution with- 
out a previous act of Congress, in 1S35, the Territorial 
Governor applied to the l*resident on the subject, who 
referred the matter to the Attorney-General, and his 
opinion, as then expressed and published, contained the 
following : 

"It Is not In the power of the general assembly of Arkansas 
to pass any l:iw for the purpose of eleeiing members to a (lon- 
vcntion to form a Consiiiuiion and Slate government, nor to 
do any oilier act, directly or indirectly, to create such govern- 
ment. Kvcry such law, even though it were approved by the 
governor of the Territory, would be null and void ; if passed 
by them notwithstanding Ills veto, by a vote of Iwo-tliirds of 
^ch braiieli, ii would still be equally void." 

He further decided that it was not rebellious, or insur- 
rectionary, or even unlawful, for the people peaceably to 
proceed, even without an act of Congress, in forming a 
Constitution, and in so forming a State Constitution and 
80 far ort^anizing under the same as to choose the 
oflicers necessary for its representation in Congress, 
with a view to present the same to Congress for ad- 
mission, was a power which fell clearly within tlie 
right of the people to assemble and petition for redress. 
Tlie people of Arkansas proceeded without an act of Con- 
gress, and were received into the Union accordingly. If 
any rights were deriveil to the people of Arkansas from 
tlie terms of the French treaty of cession, they equally 
extended to the people of Kansas, It being a part of the 
same cessilon. 

In tliis view of the subject, in the first part of August, 
1S&5, a call was published in the public papers, fur a 
meetingof the citizens of Kansas, irrespective of party, to 
meet at Lawrence, in said Territory, on the 15th of said 
August, to take into consideration the propriety of call- 
ing a Convention of the people of the whole Territory, to 
consider that subject. That meeting was held on the 15th 
iiiy of August last, and it proceeded to call such Conven- 



tion of delegates to he elected, nn'' a-i=e'ii!)Ic at '''iiiiel;;! 
in said Territory, on tlie 19tli diiy of Sejii.'ii.ber, Is").!, n.jt 
to form a Ciinstitution, liut to consider 'he |iri'pi ieiy "f 
calling, formally, a Convention for that pnrp s-. 

Delegates were elected agreeably to the procliimaiinii 
so issued, and they met at Topeka on the fourth Tues- 
day in October, 1S55, and formed a constitution, which 
was submitted to the people, and w.is ratilied by tliein 
by vote in the districts. An election of S ate officers 
and members of the State legislature has been had, and 
a representative to Congress elected, and it is intended 
to proceed to the election of senators, with tlie view to 
present the same, with the constitution, to Congi ess for 
admission into the Union. 

Whatever views individuals may at times, or in meet- 
ings, have expressed, and whatever ultimate determina- 
tion may have been entertained in the result of being 
spurned by Congress, and refused redress, is now en- 
tirely immaterial. That cannot condemn or give char- 
acter to the proceedings thus far pursued. 

Many liave honestly believed usurpation could make 
no law, and that if Congress made no further provisions 
they were well justified in forming a law for themselves ; 
but it is not now necessary to consider tha' matter, as 
it is to be hoped that Congress will not leave them to 
such a necessity. . 

Thus far, this effort of the people for redress is peace- 
ful, constitutional, and right. Whether it will succeed, 
rests with Congress to determine ; but clear it is that it 
should not be met and denounced as revolutionary, 
rebellious, insurrectionary, or unlawful, nor does it call 
for or justify the exercise of any force by any depart- 
ment of this government to check or control it. 

It now becomes proper to inquire what should he 
done by Congress ; for we are informed by t!ie Presi- 
dent, in substance, that he has no power to correct a 
usurpation, and that the laws, even though made by 
usurped authority, must be by him enforced tiiid ex- 
ecuted, even with military force. The nie'isures of 
redress should be applied to the true cause of tlie difli- 
culty. This obviously lies in the repeal of the clause 
for freedom in the act of ISiO, and therefore, the true 
remedy lies in the entire repeal of the act of 1654, which 
effected it. Let tiiis be done with frankness an<l mag. 
nanimity, and Kansas be organized anew as a Free Ter- 
ritory, and all will be put right. 

Uut, if Congress insist on proceeding with the experi- 
ment, then declare all the action by this spuiious, 
foreign legislative assembly utterly inoperative and void, 
and direct a reorganization, providing proper safeguards 
for legal voting and against foreign force. 

There is, however, another way to put an end to all 
this trouble there, and in the nation, without retracing 
steps or continuing violence, or by force compelling 
obedience to tyrannical laws made by foreign force ; 
and that is, by admitting that Territory as a fctate, with 
her free constitution. True, indeed, her numbers are 
not such as give her a right to demand admission, be- 
ing, as the President informs us, probably only a; '^nt 
twenty-five thousand. The Constitution fixes no m i- 
ber as necessary, and the Importance of noio setti.ng 
this question may well justify Congress in admitting her 
as a State, at thin time, especially as we have good rea- 
son to beheve that, if admitted as a State, and contro- 
versy ended, it will immediately fill up with a numer- 
ous and successful population. 

At any rate, it seems impossible to believe that Con- 
gress is to leave that people without redress, to have 
enforced upon them by the army of the nation these 
measures and laws of violence and oppression. Are 
they to be dragooned into submission ; Is tliat an ex- 
periment pleasant to execute on our own free peojile V 

The true character of this transaction is miitter of ex- 
tensive notoriety. Its essential features are too obvious 
to allow of any successful disguise or palliation, however 
complicated or ingenious may be the statements, or 
however special the pleadings, for that pui'iiose. Tlie 
case requires some quieting, kind and iirudeiit treat- 
ment by the hand of Congress to do justice and satisfy 
the nation. The people of this country are peacefully 
relying on Congress to provide the comiietenl measures 
of redress which they have the undoubted power to ad- 
minister. 

The Attorney-General, in the case of Arkansas, says : 
" Congress may at pleasure repeal or modify the laws 
passed by the Territorial Legislature, and may at any 
time abrogate and remodel the legisliiture itself, and all 
tlie other departments of the Territorial Government." 

Treating this grievance in Kansas with ingenious ex- 
cuses, with neglect or contempt, or riding over the 
oppressed with an army, and dragooning them into sub- 
mission, will make no satisfactory termination. Party 
success may at times be temporarily secured by adroit 
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devices, plausible pretenses, and partisan address ; but 
the permanent preservation of this Union can bo main- 
tained only by frankness ani integrity. Justice may be 
denied where it ought to be granted; power may perpe- 
tuate that vassalage whicli violence and usurpation have 
produced; the subjugation of white freemen may be 
necessary, that African Slavery may succeed ; but such 
a course must not be expected to produce peace and 
Batisfactiou in our country, so long as the people retain 
any proper sentiment of justice, liberty, and law. 

J. COLLAMEI!. 

The majority and minority Reports being re 
ceived, various matters relating to Kansas were 
debated until tlie 19th of March, the House 
was brought to a vote on the proposition of 
the committee of elections to empower said 
committee to send to Kansas for persons and 
papers, which was modified on motion of Mr, 
Dunn, of lud., so as to raise a special committee 
of three members, to be appointed by the 
Speaker. The resolutions raising this couv 
mittee gave it ample powers 

To inquire into and collect evidence in regard to 
the troubles In Kansas generally, and particularly in 
regard to any fraud or force attempted or practiced in 
reference to any of the elections which have talien 
place in said Territory, either under the law organizing 
said Territory, or under any pretended law which may 
be alleged to have taken effect there since. Tliat they 
shall fully investigate and take proof of all violent and 
tumultuous proceedings in said Territory, at any time 
since the passage of the Kansas Nebraska act, whether 
engaged in by the residents of said Territory, or by any 
person or persons from elsewhere going into said Terri- 
tory, and doing, or encouraging others to do, any act of 
violence or public disturbance against the laws of the 
United States, or the rights, peace, and safety of the 
residents of said Territory ; and for that pui pose, said 
Committee sliall have full power to send for, and ex- 
amine, and take copies of, ail such papers, pul)lic re- 
cords, and proceedings, as in their judgment will be use- 
ful in the premises; and also, to send for persons and 
examine them on oath, or affirmation, as to matters 
within their knowledge, touching the matters of said in- 
vestigation; and said Committee, by their chairman, shall 
have power to administer all necessary oaths or affirma- 
tions connected with their aforesaid duties. That said 
Committee may hold their investigations at such places 
and times as to them may seem advisable, and that they 
have leave of absence from the duties of this House until 
they shall have completed such investigation. That they 
be authorized to employ one or more clerks, and one or 
more assistant sergeants-at-arms, to aid them in their 
investigation; and may administer to them an oath, or 
affirmation, faithfully to perform the duties assigned to 
them, respectively, and to keep secret all matters 
which may come to their knowledge touching such in- 
vestigation, as said Committee may direct, until the 
Report of the same shall be submitted to this House ; 
and said Committee may discharge any such clerk or 
assistant sergeant-at-arms for neglect of duty or disre- 
gard of instructions in the premises, and employ others 
under like regulations 

The vote of the Slave States was unanimous 
against the investigation, 17 from the Free 
States voting witli tliem. Yea3 101 ; ^Xvs 93. 

The following are the negatives from the Free 
States : 

iVa),'.'! — Against the Investigacion : 
Maisb— Thomas J. D. Fuller— 1. 
Nkw-Vork— Jdhn Kelly, William }V. Valk, John 
>\"heeler, Thomas R. mUnetj—L 
New-Jkrhev — George Vail— 1. 

I'esnsvlvania — John C'adwalader, Thomas B. Flo- 
rence, J. Glancy Jones— 3. 

IsoiASA— William H. English, Sraitli Miller— 2, 

MiciiiOAs— George AV. Peck — I. 

Illi.vois — James C. Allen, Thomas L. Harris, Samuel 
S. Marshall, Willhim A. Richardson— 4. 

Califoknia— Philemon T. Herbert— 1, 

So the resolution prevailed, atid Messrs. Wil- 
liam A. Howard, of Michigan, John Sherman, 
of Ohio, and Mordecai Oliver, of Missouri, were 
appointed the Committee of Investigation there- 
by required. 



These gentlemen proceeded to Kansas, and 
spent several weeks there in taking testimony as 
to the elections, etc., which had taken place in 
that Territory. The testimony thus taken forms 
a volume of nearly twelve hundred large and 
closely-printed pages, the substance of which 
was summed up on their return by the majority 
(Messrs. Howard and Sherman), in the following 

REPORT ON THE OUTRAGES IN KANSAS. 
_ A journal of proceedings, including sundr.v comminilca- 
tions made to and by the Committee was kept, a copy of 
which is herewith submitted. The testimony also is here- 
with submitted ; a copy of it has been made and arranged 
not according to the order in wliich it was taken, but so as 
to present, as clearly as possible, a consecutive history of 
events in tlie Territory, from its organization to the 19th 
day of March, a. d. 1S56. 

Your Committee deem it their duty to state, as briefly as 
possible, the principal facts proven before them. When 
the act to organize the Territory of Kansas was passed on 
tlie 24th day of Ma.v, 1854, the greater portion of its eastern 
border was included in Indian reservations not open for 
settlement ; and there were but few white settlers in any 
portion of the Territory. Its Indian population was ra- 
pidly decreasing, while many emigrants from ditlerent parts 
of our country were anxiously waituig the extinction of 
the Indian title, and the establishment of a Territorial 
Government, to seek new homes on its fertile nrairies. It 
cannot be doubted that, if its condition as a free Territory 
had been left undisturbed by Congress, its settlement 
would have been rapid, peaceful, and prosperous. Its 
climate, soil, and its easy access to the older settlements, 
would have made it the favored course for the tide of 
emigration constantly Uowing to the West, and by this 
time it would have been admitted into tlie Union as a Free 
State, without the least sectional excitement. If so organ- 
ized, none but the kindest feeling could have existed be- 
tween it and the adjoining State. Their mutual interests 
and intercourse, insteail of, as now, endangering the har- 
mony of the Union, would have strengthened the ties of 
national brotherhood. Tlie testimony clearly shows, that 
before the proposition to repeal the Missouri Compromise 
was introduced into Congress, the people of western .Mis- 
souri appeared uidifferent to the prohiliition of Slavery 
in the Territory, and neither asked nor desired its repeat 
When, however, the prohibition was removed by the 
action of Congress, the aspect of alfairs entirely changed, 
The wliole country was agitated by the reopening of a 
controversy whicli conservative men in different sections 
hoped had been settled, in every State and Territoiy, by 
some law beyond the danger of repeal. The excitement 
which has always accompanied the dLscussion of tlie 
Slavery ijuestion was greatly increased, by the hope on 
tlie one hand of extenriiiig Slavery into a region from wliich 
it had been excluded by law, and on the other by ii. sense 
of wrong done by what was regarded as a dislioiior of 
a national comp.'ict. This excitement was naturally trans- 
ferred into the border counties of Missouri and the Terri- 
tory,_a3 settlers favoring free or slave institutions moved 
into it. A new dilUculty soon occurred. UilTerent con- 
structions were put upon the organic law. It was con- 
tended by the one party that the right to hold slaves in 
the Territory existed, and that neither the people nor the 
Territorial Legislature could iiroliildt Slavery— that that 
Iiower was iilone possessed by the jieojile when they were 
authorized to form a State government. It was con- 
tended that the removal of the restriction virtually estab- 
lished Slavery in the Territory. Tiiis claim was urged hy 
many prominent men in western .Missouri, who actively 
engaged hi the affairs of the Territory. Kvery nioveiiient, 
of whatever character, which tended to establish freeinsti- 
tutions,_ was regarded iis an iiiterferent'e with their rights. 

Within a few days after the organi • l;iw jiassed, aiiJ as 
soon iis its passage could be known ihe bonier, leading 
citizens of .Missouri crossed into the i ^.-rritory, held squat- 
ter meetings, and then returned to tiieir homes. Among 
their resolutions are the following : 

" That we will allbnl nrotccllon to no AholUlonistas nsnlller 
of thU Turrilory." 

"That we reeosnize the InsllUiUon of Slavery as alroaily ex- 
isting In this Territory, and alvisn sl iveliniaora to iiitioJnw 
iheir property as early as possildc." 

Similar resolutions were passed in various parts of the 
Territory, and by meetings in several counties of .MissourL 
Thus the first effect of the reiieal of the restriction against 
Slavery was to substitute the resolves of sipiatter meetings, 
composed almost exclusively of .Missourians, for the delibe- 
rate action of Congress, ac(iuiesced in for ."5 years. 

This unlawful interference has been continued in every 
important event in the history of the Territory : even 
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electit^ lias been controlled, not by the actual settlers, 
but by citizens of Jlissouri ; and, as a consequence, every 
oflicer in the Territory, from constables to legislators, ex- 
cept those appointed by the President, owe tiicir positions 
to non-resident voters. None have been elected by the 
settlers ; and your Committee have been unable to tind 
that any political power whatever, however uuliiiportunt, 
has been exercised by the people of the Territory. 

In October, a. d. Ifi54, Governor A. U. Ileeder and the 
other oflicera appointed by the President arrived in the 
Territory. Settlers from all parts of the country were 
movinj,' in in great numbers, making their claims and 
building their cabins. About the same time, and before 
any election was or could be held in the Territory, a secret 
political society was formed in the State of Missouri. It 
was known by diCferent names, such as " Social IJund," 
"Friends' Society," "Blue Lodge," "The Sons of the 
South." Its members were bound together by secret 
oaths, and they had passwords, signs, and grips, by which 
they were known to each other. Penalties were imposed 
for violating the rules and secrets of the Order. Written 
minutes were kept of the proceedings of the Lodges, and 
the different Lodges were connected together by an effec- 
tive organization. It embraced great numbers of tlie citi- 
zens of Missouri, and was extended into other Slave States 
and into the Territory. Its avowed purpose was not only 
to extend Slavery into Kansas, but also into other terri- 
tory of the United States ; and to form a union of all the 
friends of that institution. Its plan of operating was to 
organize and send men to vote at the elections in the Ter- 
ritory, to collect money to pay their expenses, and, if 
necessary, to protect them in voting. It ah!o proposed to 
induce Pro-Slavery men to emigrate into the Territory, to 
aid and sustain them while there, and to elect none to 
office but tliose friendly to their views. This dangerous 
society was controlled by men who avowed their purpose 
to extend Slavery into the Territory at all hazards, and 
was altogether the most effective instrument in organizing 
the subsequent armed invasions and forays. In iis Lodges 
in Missouri, the affairs of Kansas were discussed, the force 
necessary to control tlie election was divided into bands, 
and leaders selected ; means were collected, and signs and 
badges were agreed upon. 'While the great body of the 
actual settlers of the Territory were relying upon the 
rights secured to them by the organic law, and had formed 
no organization or combination whatever, this conspiracy 
against their rights was gathering strength in Missouri, and 
would have been sufficient at their first election to liave 
overpowered them, if they had been united to a man. 

Your Committee had great diflriculty in eliciting the 
proof of the details in regard to this secret society. One 
witness, member of the legislative council, refused to 
answer questions in reference to it. Another declined to 
answer fully, because to do so would result to his injury. 
Others could or would only answer as to the general pur- 
poses of the Society, but sufficient is disclosed in the 
testimony to sliow the influence it had in controlling the 
elections in the Territory. 

The first election was for a Delegate to Congress. It was 
appointed for the 29tli of November, lS.'i4. The Governor 
divided the Territory into seventeen Election-Districts ; 
appointed .ludges and prescribed proper rules for the 
election. In the 1st, llld, Vlllth, IXth, Xtli, Xllth, 
Xlllth, and XVIIth Districts there appears to have been 
but little if any fraudulent voting. 

The election in the Hd District was held at the village 
of Douglas, nearly fifty miles from the Jlissoui i line. On 
the day before the election, large companies of men 
came into the district in wagons and on horseback, and 
declared that they were from the State of Missouri, and 
were going to Douglas to vote. On the morning of the 
election, they gathered around the house where the elec- 
tion was to be held. Two of the judges appointed by 
the Governor did not appear, and other judges were 
elected by the crowd. All then voted. In order to 
make a pretense of right to vote, some persons of the 
company kept a pretended register of squatter claims, 
on which any one could enter his name and then assert 
he had a claim in the Territory. A citizen of the district 
who was himself a candidate for Deleg.ate to Congress, 
was told hy one of the strangers, that he would be 
abused and probably killed if lie challenged a vote. He 
was seized liy the collar, called a d— d Abolitionist, and 
was compelled to seek protection in the room with the 
judges About the time the polls were closed, these 
strangers mounted their horses and got into their wagons 
and ciied out : 

" All aboard for Westport and Kansas City." A num- 
ber were recognized as residents of Missouri, and 
among thetn w.is Samuel II. Woodson, a leading lawyer 
of liidepciidence. Of those whose names are on the poll- 
bonks, ;!5 were resident settlers and 226 were not. 

The election in the IVth District was held at Dr. 



I Chapman's, over 40 miles from the Missouri State line. 
I It was a thinly-settled region, containing but 47 voters 
in Pel-ruary, ls55, when the census was taken. On the 
day before the election, from 100 to 150 citizens of Cass 
and Jackson Counties, Mo., came into this district, 
declaring their purpose to vote, and that they were 
bound to make Kansas a Slave State, if they did it at 
the point of the sword. Persons of the party on the way 
drove each a stake in the ground and called it a claim — 
and in one case several names were put on one stake. 
The party of strangers camped all night near where the 
election was to be held, and in thr morning were at the 
election-polls and voted. One of their party got drunk, 
and, to get rid of Dr. Chapman, a judge of the election, 
they sent for him to come and see a sick man, and in h s 
I absence filled his place with another judge, who was not 
sworn. They did not deny nor conceal that they were 
residents of Missouri, and many of them were recognized 
as such by others. They declared that they were hoinid 
to make Kansas a Slave State. They insisted upon tlieir 
right to vote in the Territory if they were in it one hour. 
After the election, they again returned to their homes in 
Missouri, camping over night on the way. 

We find upon the poll-books 161 names ; of these not 
over 30 resided in the Territory ; 181 were non-residtiits. 

But few settlers attended the election in the Vlh Dis- 
trict, the district being large and the settlement scattered, 
82 votes were cast ; of these between 20 and 80 were set- 
tlers, and the Residue were citizens of Missouri. They 
passed into the Territory by way of the Santa Fe road and 
by tlie residence of Dr. Westfall, who then lived on the 
western line of Missouri. Some little excitement arose at 
the polls as to the legality of tlieir voting, but tliey ('.id 
vote for General Whitfield, and said they intended to 
make Kansas a Slave State, and that they bad claims in 
the Territory. Judge Teazle, judge of the court in Jack- 
son County, Slissouri, was present, but did not vote, lie 
said he did not intend to vote,- but came to see that others 
voted. After the election, the Slissourians returned the 
way they came. 

The election in tlie Vlth District was held at Fort Scott, 
in the southeast part of the Territory, and near the Mis- 
souri line. A party of about one hundred men, from Cass 
and the counties in Missouri south of it, went into the 
Territory, traveling about 45 miles, most of them with 
their wagons and tents, and camping out. They appeared 
at the place of el'jction. Some attempts were made to 
swear them, but two of the judges were prevailed upon 
not to do so, and none were sworn, and as many as ciiose 
voted. There were but few resident voters at the polls. 
The settlement was sparse — about 25 actual settlers voted 
out of 105 votes cast, leavhig SO illegal votes. After the 
voting was over, the Missourians went to their wagons atd 
commenced leaving for home. 

The most shameless fraud practiced upon the rights of 
the settlers at this election was in the Vllth District. It 
is a remote settlement, about 75 miles from the Missouri 
line, and contained in February, a.d. 1S55, three months 
afterward, when the census was taken, but 53 voters, and 
yet the poll-books show that 604 votes were cast. The 
election was held at the house of Frey McGee, at a place 
called " 110." But few of the actual settlei-s were present 
at the polls. A witness who formerly resided in Jackson 
County, Missouri, and was well acquainted with the citi- 
zens of that county, says that he saw a great many wagons 
and tents at the place of election, and many individuals 
lie knew from Jackson County. He was in their tents, and 
conversed with some of them, anu they told him they had 
come with the intention of voting. He went to the polls 
intending to vote for Flenniken, and his ticket being of a 
different color from the rest, his vote was challenged by 
Frey McGee, who had been appointed one of the judges, 
but did not serve. Lemuel Ralstone, a citizen of Missouri, 
was acting in his place. The witness then challenged the 
vote of a young man by the name of Nolan, whom he 
knew to reside in Jackson County. Finally, the thing was 
huslied up, as the witness had a good many friends there 
from that county, and it might lead to a fight if he chal- 
lenged any more votes. Both voted, and he then went 
down to their camp. He there saw many of his old ac- 
quaintances, whom he knew had voted at the election in 
August previous in Missouri, and who sUU resided in tiiat 
State. By a careful comparison of the poll-lists with the 
census-rolls, wo find but 12 names on the poll-book who 
were voters when the census was taken three months 
afterward, and we .ire satisfied that not more than 20 legal 
votes could have been polled at that election. The only 
residents who are known to have voted are named by the 
witness, and are 13 in number— thus leaving 5S4 illegal 
vot<.>s cast in a remote district, where the settlers witliin 
many miles were acquainted with each other. 

Tlie total number of white inhabitants in the Xlth 
District, in tlie month of February, a.d. lS.'i5, including 
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men, women and children, was 86, of whom 24 were 
voters — ^yet the poll-lists In this District show tliiit 215 
votes were ca.sl at this election. For rensnns stated 
hereafter in regard to the election on the 30th of March, 
your Committee were unable to procure the atteniltiuce 
of witnesses from this District. From the records, it 
clearly appears that the votes cast could not have been 
by lawful resident voters. The best test, in the absence 
of direct proof, by which to ascertain the iiuuiber of 
legal votes cust, is by a comparison of the census-roll 
with the poll-book— by which it appears that but T 
resident settlers voted, and 23S votes were illegally and 
fraudulently cast. 

The election ia the XlVth District was held ai the house 
of Benjamin Harding, a fevr miles from the town of £«t. 
Joseph, Missouri, before the polls were openeil, a large 
number of citiaens of Buchanan County, Missouri, and 
among them many of the leading citizens of St. Jusej)!!, 
were at tiie place of voting, and made a ranjority of the 
company present. At the time appointed by the Gov- 
ernor for opening the polls, two of the Judges were not 
there, and it became the duty of the legal voters present 
to select other judges. The judge wiio was present* 
suggested the name of Mr. Waterson as one of the Judges 
— but the crowd voted down the proposition. Some dis- 
cussion then arose as to the right of non-residents to vote 
'or judges, during which Mr. Bryant was noniinateil and 
elected by the crowd. Some one nominated Col. John 
Scott as the other judg-, who was then utiJ is now a 
re-iidetit of St. Josepli, At tliat time, he was the City At- 
torney at that jilace, and so continued until this spring, 
hut hecliiinied tliat the night before he had come to tlie 
house of Mr. Bryant, and had engaged boarding for a 
month, and considered himself a resident of Kansas on 
that ground. The judges appointed by the Governor re- 
fu>ed to put the iioiiiiiiation of Col. Scott to vote, because 
he was not a resident. After some discussion. Judge 
Leonard, a citizen of .Missouri, stepped forward and put 
the vote himself; and Mr, Scott was declared by him as 
elected by tlie crowd, and served as a judge of election 
that d.iy. After the election was over, he returned to St. 
Jo.-epli, and never since has reiidcd in the Territory. It 
is manitesi that this election of a non-resident lawyer as 
a judge was imposed upon the settlers by the citizens of 
ilie St.ite. Wiieu the board of judges was thus completeil, 
the Villi',;; pr.uveded ; but the effect of the rule adopted by 
llie juilge- iilliiwed many, if not a majority of the nun- 
rcsiil-ais, to V(jte. Tliey claimed that their presence on 
the g''ound, especially when tliey had a claim in the 
Territory, gave tlieni a riglit to vote— under that con- 
struction of the law, they readily, wlien riq'iired, swore 
they w.'re " resjilents," and tlien voted. By this evasion, , 
as nearly as your Conimittee catt ascertain from the testi- 
mony, as iniitiy as 5i) illegal votes were cast in this Dis- 
trict out of \T>S, the whole numl)er polled. 

The election in the XVth District was held at Pense- 
tnau's, on Stranger Creek, a few miles from Weston, 



i Missouri. On the day of the election, a large number of 
citizens of flatte County, but chiefly from Weston anti 
1 Platte City, came in small parties, in wagms and on 
I horseback, to the polls. Among them were several lead. 
I ing citizens of that town, and the names of many of tliem 
I are given by the witnesses. They genera ly insisted 
upon tlieir right to vote, on the ground that every iiia i 
having a claim in the Territory could vote, no iniiner 
where he lived. All voted who chose. No man wim 
challenged or sworn. Some of the residents diil not voie, 
Ttie purpose of the strangers in voting was declared to be 
to miiUe Kansas a Slave State. We find by the poll-lxiokj 
that S 10 votes were cast — of these we find but 5T are on 
the census-rolls as legal voters in February following. 
Your Comiiiiltee is satisfied from the testimony that not 
over lUD of those who voted t-ad any right so to do, leav- 
ing at least 2i'6 illegal votes cast. 

The election iu the XVIth District was held at Leaven- 
worth. It was then a Biiiall village of three or four 
houses, located on the Delaware Reservation. There 
were but comparatively few settlers then in the district, 
but the number rapidly increased afterward. On the 
day before and on the ilay of the election, a great many 
citizens of Platte, Clay and ItHy counties crossed the 
river — most of them camping in tents atid wagons about 
the town, " like a camp-tneeting." They were in compa- 
nies or tnesses of ten to fifteen in each, and numbered in 
all several hundred. The ybrought their own provision 
and cooked it themselves, and were generally iirmed. 
Many of thetn were known by the witnesses, and their 
names given, and their names are found upon the poll- 
books. .\mong them were several persons of inlluence 
where they resided in Missouri, who hehl, or had held, 
high ollicial positions in that State. They claimed to be 
residents of the Territory, from the fact tint they were 
then present, and insisted upon the right to vote, and did 
vote. Their avowed purpo.se in doing so was to make 
Kansas a Slave State. These strangers crowded around 
the polls, and it was with great difliculty that Hie settleri 
couM get to the jiolis. One resident attempted to get to 
tlie polls in the afternoon, but was crowded and pulled 
hack. He then went outside of the crowd and hurrahed 
for Gen. Whitfield, and some of those who diil noi know 
him said, '' tliat's a good Pro-Slavery man," ami lilted 
him over tlieir heads so that he crawled on their heails 
and put in his vole. A person who saw from the color of 
his ticket that it was not for Gen. Whitfield, cried out, 
" He is adatnned Abolitionist— let him down ;" and tliey 
dropped him. Others were passed to the polls in tlie 
same way, ancl others crowded up in the best wav tlii-y 
could. After this mockery of an election was over, thi! 
non-residents returned to their homes in Mis-oui-i. Of 
tlie 312 votes cast, not over 150 were by legal voters. 

The following abstract exhibits the whole luimiii.T of 
votes at this election, for each candidate ; tlie number of 
leg.il and illegal votes cast in each district ; and tlie num- 
ber of legal votes in each district in February following; 
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Thus your Committee find that in this, the first election 
In tlie Territory, a rery large miijoriiy of tlie votes were 
cast by uitizens of tlie State of Missouri, in violation oftlie 
organic law of the Territory. Of tlie legal votes cast, 
Gen. Whilfield receiveU a plurality. The settlers took 
but little interest in the election, not one-half of them vot- 
ing. Tliii* '"ay be accounted for, from the fact that the 
eettlements were scattered over a great extent — that the 
term of the Delegate to be elected was short— and that 
the question of Free and Slave institutions was not gene- 
rally regarded by them as distinctly at issue. Under 
tliesB circunistaiice^, a systematic invasion from an 
adjoining State, by which large numbers of illegal votes 
vere ca>t in remote and sparse settlements for the 
avowed purpose of extending iSlavery into the Territory, 
even though it did no.°. change the result of the election, 
was a crime of great .magnitude. Its immediate effect 
was to further excite the people of the Northern Stales — 
Induce acts of retaliation, and exasperate the actual set- 
tlers against their neighbors in Missouri. 

In January and February, a.d. 1856, the Governor 
caused an enumeration to be taken of the inhabitants and 
qualified voters in the Territory, an abstract of wlxich is 
here given : 

Total ]iopulation 8S01 

Total voters 

Natives of the United States TlCl 

Of foreign birtn 409 

Slaves U-i 

Free negroes IDl 

On the same day tlie census was completed, the Governor 
issued his proclamation for an election to be held on the 30th 
of Marcli, A.D. 1S55, for members of the Legislative Assem- 
bly of the Territory. It prescribed the boundaries of dis- 
tricts, tlie places for polls, the names of judges, the appoint- 
ment of membej's, and recited the qualilication of voters. If 
it had been observed, a just and fair election would have re- 
flected the will of the people of the Territory. Before the 
election, false and inllaiiimatory rumors were busily circula- 
ted among the people of Western Missouri. The number and 
character of the emigration then pa.ssing into tlie Territory 
were grossly exaggerated and misrepresented. Through the 
active exertions of many of its leading citizens, aided by 
the secret societies before referred to, the passions and 
prejudices of the jieoide of that State were greatly excited, 
geveral residents there have testified to the character of 
the reports circulated among and credited by the jieople. 
These oll'orts were successful. By an organized move 
ment, which extended from Andrew County in the north 
to Jasper County in the south, and as far eastward 
Boone and Cole counties, companies of men were arrang 
in regular parties and sent into every council (Ihtfirt hi 
the Territory^ and into every repretie/ifative district 
but one. The numbers were so distributed as to controT 
the election in each district. They went to vote, and will 
the avowed design to make Kansas a Slave Siate. They 
were generally armed and equipped, carried with them 
their own provisions and tents, and so marched into the 
Territory. The details of this invasion from the mass of 
the testimony taken by your committee are so voluminous 
that we can here state but the leading facts elicited. 



1st Distiuct— M.\Kcn 30, 1S55.— Lawrence. 

The company of persons who marched int» this district 
collected in Kay, Howard, Carroll, Boone, La Fayette, 
Randoliih, Saline, and Cass counties, in the State of Mis- 
souri. Tlieir expenses were paid — those who could not 
come contributing provisions, wagons, etc. Provisions were 
deposited for those who were expected to come to Lawrence, 
in the house of William Lykins, and were distributed among 
the .Missourians after they arrived there. The evening 
before and the morning of the day of election, about lOOU 
men from the above counties arrived tA Lawrence, and 
encamped in a ravine a sliort distance from town, near 
the place of voting. They came in wagons — of which there 
were over one hundred — and on liorseback, under the 
command of Colonel Samuel Voung, of Boone Cou'nty, 5Iis- 
Bourl, and Claiborne F. Jackson, of Missouri. They were 
armed with guns, rilleii, pistols, and bowie-knives, and had 
tents, music, and flags with them. They brought with 
them two jiieces of artilh;ry, loaded with niusket-balU. 
On their way to Lawrence, some of them r.iei Mr. N. B. 
Blanton, who had been appointed one of the judges of 
election by Governor lleeder ; and, after learning from 
him that he considered it his duty to demand an oath from 
•hem as to their place of residence, first attempted to 
bribe, and then tlireatened him with hanging, in order to 
induce him to dispense with that oath. In consequence 
of these threats, lie did not appear at the polls the next 
morning to act as judge. 

The evening before the election, while in camp, the 
Mis.sourIans wore called together at the tent of Captain 
Claiborne F. Jackson, and speeches were made to them 



by Colonel Young and others, calling for volunteers to go 
to other districts where there were not Missourians enough 
to control the election, as there were more at Lawrence 
than were needed there. Many volunteered to go, and 
the morning of the election several companies, from 150 to 
200 men each, went off to Tecumseh, Hickory Point, 
Blooraington, and other places. On the morning of the 
election, the Missourians came over to the place of voting 
from their camp, in bodies of one hundred at a tune. Mr. 
Blanton not appearing, anotlier judge was appointed in 
his place— Colonel Young claiming that, as the iieople of 
the Territory had two judges, it was nothing more than 
right that the Missourians should have the other one, to 
look after their interests ; and Kobert E. Cummins was 
elected in Blanton's stead, because he consider<>d that 
every man had a right to vote if he had been in the iv rn- 
tory but an hour. The Missourians brought their tickets 
with them ; but, not having enough, they had three hun- 
dred fnore printed in Lawrence on the eve-ing before and 
the day of election. They had white ribbons in their but- 
ton-holes to distinguish themselves from the settlers. 

When the voting commenced, the (luestion of the legality 
of ttie vote of a Mr. Page was raised. Before it was de- 
cided, Colonel Samuel Young stepped up to the window 
where the votes were received, and said he would settle 
the matter. The vote of Mr. Page was withdrawn, and 
Colonel Young offered to vote. He refused to take the 
oath prescribed by the Governor, but swore he Wiis a resi- 
dent of the Territorv, upon which his vote was received. 
He told .Mr. Abbott, one of th-; judges, when asked if he 
intended to make Kansas his future home, that it was 
none of his business ; that if he were a resident then he 
should ask no more. After his vote was received. Colonel 
Young got up in the window-.'^ill and announced to the 
crowd tliat lie had been ])erniitted to vote, and they could 
all come up and vote. He told the jud^'es tliat there was 
no use in swearing the others, as they would all swear as 
he had done. After the otlier judges concluded to receive 
Colonel Young's vote, Mr. Abbott resigned as judge of 
election, and .Mr. Benjamin was elected hi his jdace. _ 

Tlie polls were so much crowded until late in the evening, 
that, for a time, when the men liad voted, they were obliged 
to get out by being hoisted up on the roof of the building 
where the e"lection was being held, and pass out over the 
house. Aftervrard, a passage-way through the crowd ^ya8 
made, by two lines of men being formed, through which 
the voters could get up to the polls. Colonel Young asked 
that the old men be allowed to go up first and vote, as 
they were tired with the traveling, and wanted to get back 
to camii. . 

The .Missourians sometimes came up to the polls in pro- 
cession, two by two, and voted. . 

Uuring the day, the .Missourians drove off the ground 
some of the citizens, -Mr. Stevens, Mr. Bond, and Mr. Willis, 
Thev threatened to shoot Mr. Bond, and a crowd rushed 
after him, threatening him ; and, as he ran from them, 
some shots were fired at him as he jumpitd off the hank of 
the river and made his escape. The citizens of the town 
went over in a body, late in the afternoim, when the polls 
had become comiiaratively clear, and voted. , . . 

The whole number of names appearing upon the poll- 
lists is 1,0:31 After full examiiiiilion, we are satisfied 
that not over 2o2 of these were legal voters, and 802 
were non-resident tmd illegal voters. This Bistrict is 
stronglvin favor of making Kansas a Free State, and 
the;e is no duubt that the Free-Sttite candidates for the 
legishiture would have been elected by la.ge majorities, 
if none hut the actual settlers htid voted. At the preced- 
ing election in November, 1S54. where none but legal 
voters we;e polled, tieiieial Whitfield, who received the 
full strength of the Pro-Slavery party, got but 4G votes. 

IlD District— Bloomisgtos. 
On the morning of election, the judges appointed by 
the Governor appeared and opened the polls. Their 
names were Harrison Bui-son, Nathaniel Kams.iy, and 
Mr. Klli.<on. The Missourians began to come in early in 
the morning, some MO or COO of them, in wagons and car- 
riages, and on horseback, under the lead of Samuel J. 
Jones, then Postintister of AVestport, Missouri, Claiborne 
F. Jackson, and .Mr. Steely, of Independence, Missouri. 
Thev were armed with double-barreled guns, rifles, 
bowie-knives, and pistols, and hmi flags hoisted. They 
held a sort of informal election, off at one side, at first 
for Governor of Kansas, and .shortly afterward announced 
Thomas Johnson, of Shawnee Mission, elected Governor. 
The polls had been opened but a short time, when Mr. 
Jones marched with the crowd up to the window, and 
demanded that they should be allowed to vote without 
swearing as to their residence. After some noisy and 
threatening talk, Claiborne F. Jackson addressed the 
crowd, stiying they had come there to vote, that they had 
a right to vote if they had been there but five minutes, 
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and he was not willing to go home without voting ; this I 
was received with cheers. Jackson then calleil upon 
them to form into little bands of iifteen or twenty, wliicli 
they did, and went to an ox-wagon filled with guns, 
which were distributed among them, and proceeded to 
load «ome of them on the ground. In pursuance of 
Jackson's request, they tied white tape or ribbons in 
■heir buttonholes, so as to distinguish them from the 

Abolitionists." They again demanded that the Judges 
should resign, and upon their refusing to do so, smashed 
in the window, sash and all, and presented their pistols 
and guns to them, threatening to shoot them. Some one 
on the outside cried out to them not to shoot, as there 
were Pro-Slavery men in the room with the judges. 
They tliea put a pry under the corner of the house, which 
was a log house, and lifted it up a few inches and let it 
fall again, but desisted upon being told there were I'ro- 
Slavery men ia the house. During this time, tli^crowd 
repeatedly demanded to be allowed to vote without being 
sworn, and Mr. Ellison, one of the judges, expressed him- 
seif willing, but the other two judges refused ; thereupon 
a body of men, headed by " SherilT Jones," rushed into 
the judges' room with cocked i)istols and drawn bowie- 
knives ill their hands, and approached liarson and Ram- 
say. Jones pulled out his watch, and said he would give 
them five minutes to resign in, or die. Wlien the five 
minutes had expired and the judges did not resign, Jones 
said he would give them another minute, and no more. 
Ellison told his associates that if they did not resign, there 
would be one hundred shots fired in the room in less than 
fifteen minutes ; and then, snatching up the ballot-box, 
ran out Into the crowd, holding up the ballot-box and 
hurrahing for Missouri. About that time liuison, and 
Kainsay were called out by their friends, and not suffered 
to return. As Mr. Burson went out, he put the ballot 
poll-books in his pocket, and took them with him ; ami as 
he was going out, Jones snatche<i some papers away from 
him, and shortly afterward came out hiinself holding 
them up, crying '* Hurrati tor Missuuri ;" After he discov- 
ered they were not the poll-books, he took a party of men 
with hiui and started off to take the poll-books from Uur- 
son. >ir. Burson saw tliem coming, and he gave the 
books to Mr. l'n>berger, and told hiiu to start off in 
another direction, so as to mislead Jones and his party. 
Jones and his party caught .Mr. Umberger, took the poll- 
books aw ay from him. and Jones took h.in up bi.-liiml him 
on a horse, and carried him back a prisoner. .\fie.- .loiu's 
and his party had taken L'mberger hack, they went to the 
house of .Mr. Kainsay ami took Judge John X. Wakelield 
prisoner, and carried liini to the place of election, and 
made him get up on a wagon and make them a speecli ; 
after which they put a white ribbon in his button-hole 
and let him go. 'J'liey then chose two new judges, and 
proceeded with the election. 

They also threatened to kill the judges if they did not 
receive tlieir votes without swearing them, or else resign. 
They said no man should vote wlio would suiunit to i)e 
sworn— thi'.t they would kill any one that would offer to 
do so — siioot him," " cut his guts out," etc. I'liey said 
no man sliould vote this day unless he voted an ojien 
ticket, and was " all right on the goose," and that if they 
could not vote by fair means, they would by PjuI means. 
They said they had its much right to vole, if they had 
been in the Territory two minutes, as if they had been 
there for two years, and they would vote. Some of the 
citizens who were aliout the window, but had not voted 
when the crowd of .Missourians marched up there, upon 
attempting to vote, were driven back by the moli, or 
driven olf. One of them, Mr. J. .M. .Macey, was a.>ked if 
he would take the oath, and upon his replying that he 
would if the judges reiiuired it, he was dragged through 
the crowd away from the polls, amid cries of " Kill the 
d— d nig^'Ci■-thief," " Cut his throat," " Tear his heart 
out," etc. .\fter they had got him to the outsiile of the 
crowd, th'iy stood around him with cocked revolvers and 
drawn bowie-knives, one man putting a knife to his 
heart so that it touched him, another holding a cocked 
pistol to Ins ear, while another struck at him witli a club. 
The .Mis.-touriaiij said they had a right to vote if they had 
been in the Territory but five miimtes. Some said they 
had been hired to come there and vote, and get a dollar 
a day, and, by <t— d, they would vote or die there. 

They «aid the iJOlh day of .March was an important day, 
OS Kansas would be made a Slave State on that day. 
They began to leave in the direction of .Mi.ssourl In the 
afternoon, after they had voted, leaving some thirty or 
forty ii .ound the house where the election was held, to 
guard the polls until after the election was over. The 
citizens of the Territory were not around, except those 
who took part in the mob, and a large portion of them 
did not vote: 841 votes were polled there that day, 
of which but some thirty were cithens. A protest 
against the election was made to tbo Governor. The 



returns of the election made to the Governor were losl 
by the Committee of Elections of the Legislature at Paw- 
nee. The duplicate returns left in the ballot-box were 
taken by P. E. Lale.v, one of the judges elected by the 
Missourians, and were either lost or destroyed in hs 
house, so that your Committee have been unal)Ie to 
institute a comparison between the poll-lists and censm 
returns of this district. The testimony, however, is uni- 
form, that not even thirty of those who voted there that 
day were entitled to vote, leaving 811 illegal vote We 
are satisfied from the testimony that, had the ac' .. .t. 
tiers alone voted, the Free-State candidates woi ' we 
been elected by a handsome majority. 

llln DiSTniCT— Tecumsrii. 

For some days prior to the election, companies of men 
were organized in Jackson, Cass, ttnd Clay counties. Mo., 
for tlie purpose of coming to the Territory and voting ia 
this Vth distr ct. The day previous to the election, some 
400 or 500 .Missourians, armed with guns, jiistols, and 
knives, came into the Territory and camped, some at 
Hull Creek, and others at Potawatainie Creek. Their 
camps were about sixteen miles apart. On the evening 
before the election. Judge Hamilton of the Cass County 
Court, Mo., came from the Potawatainie C; eek camp to 
Bull Creek for sixty more Missourians, as they had 
not enough there to render the election certain, and 
about that number went down there with him. On the 
evening before the election. Dr. B. C. West fall was elect, 
ed to act as one of the Judges of Election In the Bull 
Creek precinct, In place of one of the judges appointed 
by the Crovernor, who. It was said, would not be there the 
next day. Dr. Westfall was at that lime a citizen of 
Jackson County, Mo. On the morning of the election, 
the polls for Bull Creek precinct were opened, and, with- 
out swearing the judges, they proceeded to receive the 
votes of all who offered to vote. For the sake of api>ear- 
ance, they would get some one to come to the windovr 
and offer to vote, and when asked to be sworn he would 
pretend to grow angry at the judges and would go away, 
and Ills name would be put down as having offered to 
vote, but "rejected, refusing to be sworn." This 
arrangement was made previously and ])erfectly under- 
stood by the judges. But few of the resiilents of th* 
district were present at the election, and only thirteen 
voted. The number of votes cast in the precinct was SM. 

One Missourian voted for himself and then voted for 
his little son, but 10 or 11 years old. Col. Coffer, lleniy 
Younger and Mr. Lykins, who were voted for and elect- 
ed to the Legislature, were residents of .Missouri at the 
time. Col. Coffer subsequently married in the Territory. 
After the polls were clo.-ed, the returns were made, and 
a man, claiming to be a magistrate, certified on them 
that he had sworn the judges of election before opening 
the polls. In the Potawatainie precinct, the .Missourians 
attended the election, and after threatening .Mr. Ches- 
nut, the only judge present appointed by the Governor, 
to induce him to resign, they proceeded to elect_ two 
other judges— one a Missourian and the other a resident 
of another precinct of that district. The polls were then 
opened, and all the .Missourians were allowed to vote 
without being sworn. 

After the |)olls were closed, and the returns made out 
for the sigiiiKure of the judges, .Mr. Chesnut refused to 
sign them, as he did not consider them correct returns 
of legal voters. 

Col. Coifer, a resident of Missouri, hut elected to the 
KansHS Legislaiure from that district at that election, en- 
deavored with otlie s to induce Mr. Chesnut by threats 
to sign the returns, which he refused to do, and left the 
house. On lii.s way home, he was fired at by some .Mis- 
sourians, though not injured. There were three illegal 
to one legal vote given there that day. \t the Big Lay«r 
precinct, the jii(l;,'es appointed by the (iovernor met 
at the time appointed, and proceeded to open the polls, 
after being iluly swo n. After a few votes had been re- 
ceived, a party of .Msssourians came into the yard of 
the house where the election was held, and. unloading a 
wagon filled with arms, stacked their guns In the yard, 
and came up to the winilow and demanded to be admit- 
ted to vote. Two of the judges decided to receive their 
votes, whereupon the third judge, Mr. J. M. Arthur, re- 
signed, and iiiiotlie.' was chosen in his place. CoL 
Young, a citizen of Missouri, but a candidate for, and 
elected to, the Terr to ial Legislative Council, was pre- 
sent and voted in the precinct. He claiiiieil that all 
.Missourians who were present on the d.ay of election 
were entitled to vote. But thirty or forty of the citizens 
of the precinct were present, and many of them did not 
vote. At the Little ."Siigar precinct, the election seemed 
to have been conducted fairly, and there a Free-State 
majority was polh'd. From the iestiinony, the whole 
district appears to have been largely Free-State, and, 
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tiad none but actual settlers voted, the Free-State candi- 
dates would have been elected by a large majority, 
from a careful examination of the testimony nnd the 
records, we And that from 200 to 225 legal votes were 
polled out of SS5, the total number given in the precincts 
of the Vth District. Of the legal votes cast, the Free- 
State candidates received 152. 

VIth District — Fort Scott. 

A company of citizens from Missouri, mostly from 
Bates County, came into this District the day before the 
election, some camping and others putting up at the 
public-house. They numbered fiom 100 to 200, and came 
m wagons and on horseback, carrying their provisions 
and tents with them, and were generally armed with pis- 
tola. They declared their purpose to vote, and claimed 
the right to do so. They went to the polls generally in 
small bodies, with tickets in their hands, and many, if 
not all, voted. In some cases, they declared that they 
had voted, and gave their reasons for so doing. Mr. 
Anderson, a Pro-iSIavery candidate for the Legislature, 
endeavored to dissuade the non-residents from voting, 
because he did not wish the electio'n contested. This 
person, however, insisted upon voting, and upon his 
right to vote, and did so. No one was challenged or 
jirorn, and all voted who desired to. Out of 850 votes 
cast, not over lOU were legal, and but 64 of these 
named in the census taken one month before by Sir. 
Barber, the candidate for Council, voted. Many of the 
ftee-State men did not vote, but your Committee is sat- 
lified that, of the legal votes cast, the Pro-Slavery candi- 
dates received a migority. Sir. Anderson, one of these 
candidates, was an unmiirried man, who came into the 
District from Missouri a few days before the election, 
and boarded at the public-house until the day after the 
dection. He then took with him the poll-lists, and did 
not return to Fort Scott until the occasion of a barbacue 
tie week before the election of October 1, 1S55. He 
Toted at that election, and after it left, and has not since 
been in the District. S. A. Williams, the other Pro- 
Slavery candidate, at the time of the election had a 
claim in the Territory, but his legal residence was not 
there until after the election. 

VIIth District. 
From two to three Imndred men, from the State of 
Missouri, came in wagons or on horseback, to the elec- 
tion ground at Swif zer's Creek, in the VIIth District, and 
j encamped near the polls, on the day preceding the 
I election. They were armed with pistols and other wea. 
I pons, and jclared their purpose to vote, in order to se- 
cure the election of Pro-Slavery members. They said 
ili«y were disappointed in not finding more Yankees 
thtre, and that they had brought more men than were 
Mcessary to counterbalance their vote. A number of 
them wore badges of blue ribbon, with a motto, and the 
company were under the direction of leaders. They de- 
tlared their intention to conduct themselves peacefully, 
BilesB the residents of the Territory attempted to stop 
them from voting. Two of the judges of election ap- 
pointed by Governor Reeder refused to serve, where- 
tpon two others were appointed in their stead by the 
mwd of Missourians who surrounded the polls. The 
I Mwly-appoinled judges refused to take the oath pre 
Bribed by Governor Keeder, but made one to suit them- 
j lelres. Andrew Johnson requested each voter to swear 
I Ifhe had a claim in the Territory, and if he had voted in 
I uotber distt , The Judges did not take the oath pre 
IKiibed, but re sworn to receive all legal votes. The 
llBsourian? ,oted without being sworn. They sup 
Iportedll. J. Stickler for Council, and M. W. McGee for 
IBepresentative. They left the evening of the election, 
lEooe of them started on horseback for Lawrence, as 
iBieyBaid they could be there before night, and all went 
|le»ay they came. The census-list shows 63 legal voters 
jl» the District. 253 votes were cast ; of tliese 25 were 
insidcnts, 17 of whom w^e in the District when the cen 
Imwas taken. Some of the residents present at the 
wh did not vote, declarinf; :t useless. Candidates de- 
Itiied to run on the Free-State ticket because they were 
pvilUng to run the risk of so unecxual a contest— it be- 
llijknown that a great many were coming up from Mis- 
jmri to vote. Nearly all the settlers were Free-State 
lui>,and 23 of the 25 legal votes given were cast for the 
mj Free-State candidate running. Slobiller McGee. 
Iriu vss declared elected Representative, had a claim— a 
litt-mlll and a house In the Territory— and he was there 
llUtof the time. But his legal residence is now, and wm 
jita, near Westporl, In Missouri, where he owns and 
|ttdact« a valuable farm, and where his family resides. 

VlIlTH District. 
I tlib was attached to the VIIth District for member of 
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the Council and a Representative, and its vote was con« 
trolled by the illegal vote cast there. The census show* 
89 votes in it— 87 voles were cast, of whom a majority 
voted the Free-State ticket. 

IXth District. 
Fort Riley anc' Pawnee are in this District. The iat- 
ter place was selected by the Governor as the tempo- 
rary capital, and he designed there to expend the sums 
appropriated bj' Congress in the construction of Huitablu 
houses for the Legislature. A good deal of building was 
then being done at the fort near by. For these reasons, 
a number of mechanics, mostly from Pennsylvania, came 
into this district in March, 18.^, to seek employment. 
Some of those voted at the election. The construction 
of the capital was first postponed, then abandoned, and 
finally the site of the town was declared by the Secre- 
tary of War to be within the military reservation of 
Fort Riley, Some of the inhabitants returned to the 
States, and some went to other parts of the Territory. 
Your Committee find that they came as settlers, intend- 
ing to remain as such, and were entitled to vote. 

Xm District. 
In this district, ten persons belonging to the Wyandot 
tribe of Indians voted. They were of that class who 
under the law were entitled to vote ; but their residenco 
was in Wyauuui Village, at the mouth of Kansas River, 
and they had no right to vote in this district. They 
voted the Pro-Slavery ticket. Eleven men recently from 
Pennsylvania voted the Free-State Ticket. From the 
testimony, they had not, at the time of the election, so 
established their residence as to have entitled them to 
vote. In both these classes of cases, the judges exam- 
ined the voters under oath and allowed them to vole, 
and in all respects the election seems to have been con- 
ducted fairly. The rejection of both would not havo 
changed the result. This and the Vlllth Election District 
formed one representative district, and was the only one 
to which the invasion from Missouri did cot extend. 

XlTH District. 

The IXth, Xth, Xlth and Xllth Election Districts, 
being all sparsely settled, were attached together as a 
Council District, and the Xlth and Xllth as a Repre- 
sentative District. This Election District is 60 miles north 
from PawL-^e, and 150 miles from Kansas City. It is the 
northwest settlement in the Territory, and contain^J. 
when the census was taken, but 86 inhabitants, of whom 
24 were voters. There was on the day of election no 
white settlement about Marysville, the place of voting, 
for 40 miles, except that Slarshall and Bishop kept a 
store and ferry at the crossing of the Big Blue and tiie 
California read. Your Committee were unable to pro- 
cure witnesses from this district. Persons who were pre- 
sent ai the election were duly summoned by an oilicer, 
and among tliera was P. J, Marshall, ihe member of the 
House from that district. On his return, the olBcer was 
arrested and detained, and persons bearing the names 
of some of the witnesses summoned were stopped near 
Lecompton, and did not appear before the Commitree. 
The returns show that, in defiance of the Governor's 
proclamation, the voting was viva voce, instead of by 
ballot. 828 names appear upon the poll-books as voting, 
and by comparing these names with those on the census 
rolls, we find that but seven of the latter voted. The 
person voted for as Representative, F. J. Marshall, was 
chief owner of the store at Marysville, and was there 
sometimes, but his family lived in Weston. John Don- 
aldson, the candidate voted for the Council, then lived 
in Jackson County, Missouri. 

On the day after the election, Mr. 3farshall, with 25 or 
80 m»n from We.ston, Mo., was on the way from Slarys- 
ville to the State. Some of the parly told a witness who 
had formerly resided at Weston, that they were up at 
Marysville and carried the day for Missouri, and that 
they had voted about 150 votes. Mr, Marshall paid the 
bill at that point for the party. 

There does not appear to have been any emigration 
into that district in March, 1855, after the census was 
taken, and, judging from the best test in the power of 
your Committee, there were but seven legal votes cast in 
the district, and 821 illegal. 

XIItb District. 

The election In this district was conducted fairly. No 
complaint was made that illegal votes were cast. 

XIIIth District. 

Previous to the day of election, several hundreds of 
. Missourians from Platte, Clay, Boone, Clinton, and How- 
j ard counties, came into the district in wagons and on 
I horseback, and camped there. They were armed with 
' guns, revolvers, and bowie-knives, and had badges of 
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hemp la their button-holes and elsewhere about their 
persons. They claimed to have a right to vote, from the 
fact that tliey were there on the ground, and had, or 
intended to malie, claims in the Territory, although their 
families were in Missouri. 

The judges appointed by the Governor opened the 
polls, and some persons offered to vote, and when their 
votes were rejected on the ground that they were not 
residents of the district, tlie ciowd threatened to tear the 
house down if the judges did not leave. The judges then 
wltlidrew, taking tlie poll-boolis with them. The crowd 
then proceeded to select other persons to act as judges, 
and the election went on. Those persons voting who 
were sworn were asljed if they considered tiiemselves 
residents of the district, and if they said they did, they 
were allowed to vote. But few of the residents were 
present and voted, and the Free-State men, as a general 
thing, did not vote. After the Missourians got through 
voting, tliey returned home. A formal return was made 
by the judges of election setting out the facts, but it was 
not verified. The number of legal voters in this district 
was 96, of whom a majority were Free-State men. Of 
these — voted. The total number of votes cast was 296. 

XIVth District. 
It was generally rumored in this district, for some days 
before the election, that the Missourians were coming 
over to vote. I'revious to tlie election, men from Mis- 
souri came into the district, and electioneered for the 
Pro-Slavery candidates. Gen. David R. Atchison and a 
party coi\trolled the nominations in one of the primary 
elections. 

Burr Oak 1'rkcisct. 

Several hundred Missourians from Buchanan, Platte, 
and Andrew counties. Mo., including a great many of tlie 
prominent citieeus of St. Josepli, came into this preciii'ct 
the day before, and on the day of election, in wagons 
and on horses, and encamped there. Arrangements were 
made for them to cross the ferry at St. .loseph free of 
expense to themselves. They were armed with bowie- 
knives and pistols, guns and rifles. On the morning of 
the election, the Free-State candidates resigned in a 
body, on account of tlie presence of the large number of 
armed Missourians, at which the crowd cheered and 
hurrahed. Gen. B. P. Stringfellow was present, and was 
prominent in promoting the election of the Pro-Slavery 
ticket, as was also the lion. Willard P. Hall, and others 
of the most prominent citizens of St. Joseph, Mo. But 
one of the judges of election, appointed by ibe Governor, 
served on ihat day, and the crowd chose two others to 
fiupply the vacancies. 

Tlie Missourians said they came there to vote for, and 
secure the election of. Major Wm. P. Richardson. Major 
Richardson, elected to the Council, had a farm in 
Missouri, where his wife and daughter lived with his son- 
in-law, Willard P. Hall, he himself generally going home 
to Missouri every Saturday night. The farm was gene- 
rally known as the Richardson farm. He had a claim in 
the Territory, upon which was a saw-mill, and where he 
generally remained during the week. 

Some of the Missourians gave as their reason for voting 
that they had heard that eastern emigrants were to be at 
that election, thougli no eastern emigrants were there. 
Others said they were going to vote for the purpose of 
making Kansas a Slave State, 

Some claimed tli.at they had a right to vote, under the 
provisions of the Kansas-Nebraska bill, from the fact tliat 
they we. e present on the ground on the day of election. 

The Free-State men generally did not vote, and 
those who did vote, voted generally for John 11. White- 
head, Pro-Slavery, for Council, against Miijor Win. P 
Richardson, and did not vote at all for members of the 
Lower House. 

The parlies were pretty nearly equally divided in the 
district, some being of opinion thiil the Frce-.State 
party had a small majority, and olliers that the Pro- 
Slavery party had a small mnjorlty. After the election 
was over and the polls were closed, the .Missourians re- 
turned home. During the <U\y, they had provisions and 
liquor served out, free of expense, to all. 

DONIPHAS Pr>ci.nct. 

The evening before the election, some 209 or more 
Missourians from Platte, Buchanan, Saline, and Clay 
counties, .Missouri, came into this precinct, with tents, 
music, wagons, and provisions, and armed with guns, 
rifles, pistols, and bowie-knives, and encamped about 
two miles from the place of voting Tliey said they came 
to vote, to make Kansas a .Slave Srate, and intended to 
return to Missouri after they had voted 

On the morning of the election, the Judges appointed 
by the Governor would not se, ve, and others were 
appointed by the crowd. Tlie .M.ssouriaui were allowed 



to vote without being sworn— some of them voting u 
many as eight or nine times ; changing their hats and 
coats, and giving in different names each time. After 
they had voted, they returned to Missouri. The Free- 
State men generally did not vote, though constituting a 
majority in the precinct. Upon counting the ballots in 
the box and tiie names on the poll-lists, it was found 
that there were too many ballots, and one of the judges 
of election took out ballots enough to make the two num- 
bers correspond. 

Wolf River Precinct. 

The number of voters in the district by the census was 
834 —of tliese 124 voted. The testimony sliows that quite 
a number of persons whose legal residence was_ in the 
populous county of Buchanan, Mo., on the opposite side 
of the river, had claims in the Territory. Some ranged 
cattle, and others marked out their claim and built a 
cabin, and sold this incipient title where they could. 
They were not residents of the Territory in any just or 
legal sense. A number of settlers moved into the district 
in the month of March. Your Committee are satisfied, 
after a careful analysis of the records and testimony, 
that the number of legal votes cast did not exceed 200~ 
out of 72T. 

XVth District. 

The election in this district was held In the house of a 
Mr. ilayes. On the day of election, a crowd of from 400 
to I'iOO men collected around the polls, of which the great 
body were citizens of Missouri. One of the judges of 
election, in his testimony, states tliat the strangers com- 
menced crowding around the polls, and that Oien the 
residents left. Threats were made before and during the 
election day that there should be no Free-State can- 
didates, although there were nearly or quite as man; 
Free-State as Pro-Slavery men resident in the district. 
Most of the crowd were drinking and carousing, cursing 
the Abolitionists and threatening the only Free-Stale 
judge of election. A majority of those who voted wore 
hemp in their button-holes, and their password was, 
" ail right on the hemp." Many of the Missourians were 
known and are named by the witnesses. Several 
speeches were made by them at the polls, and among 
those who spoke were Major Oliver, one of your Com- 
mittee, Col. Burns, and Lalan Williauis, of Platte County. 
Major Oliver urged upon all present to use no harsli 
words, and expressed the hope that nothing would be 
said or done to harm the feelings of the most sensitiveon 
the other side. He gave some grounds, baaed on the ' 
Missouri Compromise, in regard to tlie right of voting, 
and was understood to excuse the Missourians for voting. 
Vour Committee are satisfied that he did not vote. CoL 
Burns recommended all to vote, and he hoped none 
would go home without voting. Some of the Pro- 
Slavery residents were much dissatisfied at tlie inter- 
ference with their rights by the Missourians, and for tliat 
reason— because rellection convinced them that it would 
be better to have Kansas a Free-Slate— they " fell over 
the fence." The judges requested the voters to take an 
oath that they were actual residents. They objected at 
first, some saying tliey had a claim, or " I am here." 
But tlie Free-Stale judge insisted upon the oath, and his 
a&sociates, who at first were disposed to waive it, coin- 
cided with him, and tlie voters all took it after some 
grumbling. One said he cut him some poles and laid them 
in the shape of a square, and that made him a claim; and 
another said that lie had cut him a few sticks of wood, 
and that made him a claim. The Free-State men did not 
vote, although they believed their numbers to be equal 
to tlie Pro-Slavery settlers, and some claimed that they 
had the majority They were deteiTcd by threats 
throughout by the Missourians, before aiid on the dayot 
election, from putting up candidates, and no caiididiitei- 
we.'e run, for this reason— that there was a credited 
rumor previously that the .Missourians would control the 
election. The Kree-^late judge was threatened williei- 
pulsion from the polls, and a young man thrust a pistol 
into the window through whicli the votes were received 
The whole number of votes cast wiis 417 ; of the naina 
on the poll-book, but 02 are in the census-rolls, and the 
testimony shows that a small portion, estimated by one 
witness at one-quarter of the legal voters, voted, i'our 
Committee estijiiate the number of legal voters at W. 
One of the judges referred to, certified to the Uovernoi 
that the election was fairly conducted. It was not con- 
tested, because no one would take the responsibility ot 
doing it, as it was not considered safe, and that if 
aiiutitcr election was held, the residents would fare no 
I butter. 

I .VVItii District. 

I For «ome time p' eviici" to the election, niei'tings »en' 
liehl and arra!:g-iiients iii.Kie in Mitsourl to get up com* 
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panics to come over to the Territory and vote, and the 
day before, and on the day of eleeiion, larjie hndies of 
Missouriuiis from Platte, Clay, KHy, Charlton, Carrol, 
Clinton, and Saline counties, Missonri, came into this 
district and camped tliere. They were armed wiili pistols 
and bowie-knivt;s, and some witli guns and rifles, and 
had badges of hemp in their buttou-lioles and elsewhere 
about tlieir persons. 

On tlie moruint; <if the election, there were from l,0i O 
to 1,4110 piirsons present on the ground. Previous to ttie 
e'eoiion, ihe Missourians endeavored to peraua<letlie two 
Free-Siate judges to resign, by making Ihreats of personal 
violence to them, one of whom resigned on the morning 
of election, and the crow.l chose anotlier to (ill his place. 
But one of the judges, the Free-State judge, woidd talce 
the oath prescribed by tlie Governor, llie other two 
deciding that lliey had no riglit to swear any one wtio 
off<;red to vote, but that all on the ground were entitleil 
to vote. Tlie only votes refused were some Delawiire 
Indians, some 8i) Wyandot Indians being allowed to 
vote 

The Free-StHte men penerally did not vole at that elec- 
tion; and no newly-arrived ICaslern emigrants were there. 
The Free-State juilge of election refuse<I to sign the re- 
turns until tlie words '* by lawful resident voters" were 
striclien out, wliich was done, and the returns made in 
that way. The election was contested, and a new elec- 
tion ordered by Gov. lU-eder, for the 22(1 of .May. 

Tlie testimony is divided as to tlie relalive strength of 
parties in this district. The whole number of voters in 
the district, according to tlie census returns, was Sib ; 
ami, according to !i very carefully pri pared list of vorers, 
prepared for the Pro-Slavery camlidates and other Pro- 
Slavery men, a few days previous to the election, there 
were 805 voters in the district, including those who hud 
claims but did not live on them. The whole number of 
voles cast was 964. Of those named in the census I'lO 
voted. Your Committee, upon careful examination, are 
satisfied that there were not over 15J legal votes cast, 
leaving 814 illegal vote.9. 

XVllTD DiSTRICr. 

The election in this district seems to have been fairly 



conducted, and not contested at all. In this district. th« 
Pro-Slavery party had the majority, 

XVIIItU DiSTBlCT. 

Previous to the election, Gen. David U. Atchison of 
Pialte City, Missouri, got up a cnmpany of Missourians, 
and passing through Weston, Missouri, wt nt over into 

the Territory. He remained all night at the house of 

and then exiiibited his arms, of which he had an abund- 
ance. He proceeded to the Nemaha (XVIIIth) district. 
On his way, he and liis party attended a NomlnatlngCon- 
venlioii in the XlVth District, and proposed and caused 
to be nominated a set of candidalv:! in opposition to the 
wislies of the Pro-Slavery rtsidents of the district. At 
tlial Convention, lie said that there were 1,10U men 
coming over from Platte County, and if that wasn't 
eiiougli, they could send i>,Oi.O more — that they came to 
volt, arid would vole or kill every G — d d — d Abolitionist 
in the Territory. 

On tlie day of election, the Missourians, under Atchi- 
son, who were encamped there, came up to the polls in the 
.YVllItli District taking the oath that they were residents 
of tlie district. The Missourians were all armed with 
pistols or bowie-Knives, and said there were CO in their 
company. But 17 votes given on that day were given 
liy residents of tlie district. The whole number of votes 
was 63. 

K. U Kirk, one of the candidates, came Into the dit^- 
trici from Missouri about a week before the election, and 
boaided tliere. He left after the electiou, mid was not at 
the time a legal resident of the district in which l:e was 
elected. No protest was sent to the Governor on account 
of threats made against any who should dare to contest 
the election. 

The following tables embody the result of the examina- 
tion of your Committee in regard to tlii< election. In 
some of the districts, it was iiiipossiiile to ascertain tliK 
]ireei.-e miiiilier of the legal votes cast, and especially iu 
the XlVth, XVih, and XVLh Districts. In such cases, 
the nuiiiber of legal and idegal votes cast is slated, a'ter 
a careful regxaminution of all the testimony and records 
■ concerning the election : 
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By the election, as conducted, the Pro-Slaverv candi-i them, in both the Council and the House, did not " reside 
osles In every district but the Vlllth representative dis- in " and were not -'inhabitants of" the district for 
Irict, received a majority of the votes ; and several of I which they were elected, as required by the organic law. 
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By that act it was declared to be the true intent and 
meaning of this act to lea.ve the people thereof perfectly 
free to form and regulate their Oomestic institutions 
in their own way, 8ul>ject to tlie Constitution of the 
United States. 

So careful was Congress of the right of popular 
sovereignty, that to secure it to the people, without a 
•ingle petition from any portion of the country, they 
removed the restriction against Slavery imposed by the 
Missouri Compromise. And yet tills right, so carefully 
secured, was thus by force and fraud overthrown hy a 
portion of the people of an adjoining State. 

The striking difference between this Republic and other 
Republics on this Continent, is not in the provisions uf 
oonstitutions and laws, but that here changes in the ad- 
ministration of those laws have been made peacefully and 
quietly through the ballot-box. This invasion is tlie lirst 
and only one in the history of our Governnieni, by 
which an organized force from one State ban elected a 
Legislature for another State or Territory, and as such it 
should have been resisted by the whole executive power 
of the National Government. 

Your Committee are of the opinion that the Constitu- 
tion and laws of the United States have invested the 
President and Governor of the Territory wlih ample 
power for this purpose. They could only act after re- 
ceiving authentic information of llie facts ; but when re- 
ceived, whether before or after the certificates of election 
Were granted, this power should have been exercised to 
its fullest extent. It Is not to be tolerated that a legisla- 
tive body thus selected should assume or exercise any 
legislative functions; and their enactments shoulil be 
reg irded as null and void ; nor should the question of 
its I'.'giil existence as a legislative budy be determined by 
ii.seit', as that would be allowing the criminal tu judge of 
his own crime. In section twenty-two of the organic act 
it ij provided, that " the persons having the highest num- 
ber of legal votes in each of said Council-districts for 
mtfiiihers of the Council, shall be declared by the Governor 
to be duly elected to the Council, and the persons having 
the highest number of legal votes for the House of Repre- 
sentatives, shall be declared by the Governor duly 
elected members of said House" The proclamation uf 
the Governor required a verified notice of a contest when 
one was made, to be filed with him within four dsiys 
after the election. Within that time, he did not obtain 
inrormaiion as to force or fraud in any except the fol- 
lowing districts, and in these there were material defects 
in the returns of election. Without deciding upon liH 
power to set aside elections for force and fraud, tliey 
were set aside for the following reasons: 

In the 1st District, because the wonis " by lawful resi- 
dent voters," were stricken from the return. 

In the Hd District, because the oath was administered 
by G. W. Taylor, who was not authorized to administer an 
oath. 

Ill the Illd District, because material erasures from the 
printed form of the oath were purposely made. 

In the IVth District, for the same reason. 

In the Vllth District, because the Judges were not sworn 
at all. 

In the Xlth District, because the returns show the 
election to have been held Diva voce instead of by ballnt. 

In the XVIth District, because the words "by lawful 
residence" were stricken from the returns. 

ABSTRACT OF THE RETURNS OP ELECTIO.S' OF 
MAY 22, 1S55. 
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Aiihough the fraud and force in other district.i were 
equally great as in these, yot, as the Governor had no 
information in regard to them, be Uaiied certiacatci ac- 
cording to the retarns. 



Your Committee here felt it to be their duty not only to 
inquire into and collect evidence in regard to force ami 
fraud attempted and practiced at the elections in tho 
Territory, but also into the facts and pretexts by whic:i 
this fiirce and fraud has been excused and justified; aiid 
for this purpose your Committee have allowed the decla- 
rations of non-resident voters to be given as evidence in 
their own behalf, also the declarations of all who came 
up the Missouri River as emigrants in March, 1S55, 
whether they voted or not, and whether they came inio 
the Territory at all or not; and also the rumors which 
were circulated among the people of Missouri previous to 
the election. The great body of the testimony taken hi 
the iiistance of the sitting Delegate is of this character. 

Vhen the declarations of parties passing up the river 
were offered in evidence, your Committee received ihem 
upon the distinct statement that they would be excliidej 
unless the persoi.s making the declarations were by other 
proof shown to have been connected with the electiiins. 
This proof was not made, and therefore much of this class 
of testimony incompetent by the rules of law, but U 
allowed to remain as tending to show the cause of the 
action of the citizens of Missouri. 

The alleged causes of the invasion of March, 1855, are 
included in the following charges : 

I. That the New-England Aid Society of Doston was 
then importing into the Territory large numbers of men, 
merely for the purpose of controlling the elections. That 
they came without women, children, or baggage, went 
into the Territory, voted, and returned again. 

II. That men were hired in the Eastern or Northern 
States, or induced to go into the Territory, solely to vote, 
and not to settle, and by so doing to make it a Free State! 

III. That the Governor of the Territory purposely jrost- 
polled the day of election to allow this emigration to 
arrive, and notified the Emigrant Aiil Society, and per- 
sons in the Eastern States, of the day of election, before 
he gave notice to the people of Missouri a' dthe Territory, 

That these charges were industriousily circulated ; that 
grossly exaggerated statements were made In regard to 
them ; that the newspaiier press and leading men in 
public meetings In Western Missouri, aided in one case hy 
a Chaplain of the United States Army, gave currency 
and credit to them, and thus exeiieil the people, ami 
induced many weli-meanmg citizens of Missouri to inarch 
into the Territory to meet and repel the alleged Kastern 
paupers and Abolitionists, is fully proven liy many wit- 
nesses. 

But these charges are not sustained by the proof. 

In April, lS54,"tlie Gener.il Assembly of Massachusetts 
passed an act entitled " An act to incorporate the Massa- 
chusetts Emigrant Aid Society," The object uf the Society, 
as declared in the first section of tliis act, was " for the 
purpose of assisting emigrants to settle in the West." 
The moneyed capital of the corporation was not to 
,'!Xceed five millions of dollars ; but no more than fourper 
cent, could be assessed during the year and no 
more than ten per cent, in any one year thereafter. No 
organization was perfected, or proceedings had, under 
this l;iw. 

On the 24tli day of July, 1S54, certain persons in Dos- 
ton, Massachusetts, concluded articles of agreement ant 
association for an Emigrant Aid Society. The purposeof 
this iissociation was declared to be " assisting emigranis 
to settle in the West." Under these articles of associa- 
tion, each stockholder was individually liable. To avnM 
this difiiculiy, an application was made to the General 
Assembly of Massacliuselts for an act of incorporation, 
which was granted. On the 21st day of February, 1655. 
an act was passed to incorporate the New Engiaml 
Emigrant Aid Company. The purposes of this a<'t were 
tlechired to be "directing emigration westward, and 
aiding and providing accommodation for emigrants afiiT 
.arriving at their place of destination." The capilal 
stock of the corporation was not to exceed one tnilllon 
of dollars. Under this charter, a company was organized. 

Your Committee have examined some of its ofticers, and 
a portion of its circulars and records, to ascertain what has 
been done by it. The public attention at that time wsJ 
directed to the Territory of Kansas, and emigration natu- 
rally tended in that direction. To ascertain its charactet 
and resources, this Company sent its agent into It, and the 
information thus obtained was published. The Company 
made arrangements with various lines of transp' 'atlon to 
reduce the expense of emigr.'vtlon Into the Ten,- jry, and 
procured tickets at thp reduced rates. Applications wer« 
umde to the Company by persons desiring to emigrate; 
and when they were numerous enough to form a party of 
convenient size, tickets were sold to them at the reduce4 
rates. An agent acquainted with the route was selected t« 
accompany them. Their baggage was checked, and at 
trouble and danger of loss to the emigrant in tbia vv 
nroided. 
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Under these arrangements, companies went into the 
Territory in the Fall of 1851, under the articles of associa- 
tion referred to. The company did not pay any portion of 
the fare, nor furnish any personal or real property to the 
emigrant. The company, during 1858, sent into the Terri- 
tory from eight to ten saw-mills, purchased one hotel in 
Kansas City, which they subsequently sold, built one hotel 
at Lawrence, and owned one other building in that place. 
In some cases, to induce them to make improvements, 
town lots were given to tliem by town associations in this 
Territory. They held no property of any other kind or 
description. Tliey imposed no condition upon their emi- 
grants, and did not inquire into their political, religious, or 
social opinions. The total amount expended by them, in- 
cluding the salaries of their agents and ofiicers, and the 
expenses incident to all organizations, was less than 
(lUO.OUO. 

Their purposes, so far as your Committee can ascertain, 
were lawful, and contributed to supply those wanta most 
experienced in the settlement of a new country. 

The only persons or company who emigrated into the 
Territory under the auspices of the Emigrant Aid Society 
in 1S55, prior to the election in Marcli, was a party of 159 
persons, who came under the charge of Charles Kobin- 
son. 

In thLi party, there were 67 women and children. They 
came as actual settlers, intending to make their homes in 
the Territory, and for no other purpose. They had about 
their persons but little baggage ; usually sufficient cloth- 
ing hi a carpet-sack for a short time. Their personal ef- 
fects, such as clothing, furnituie, etc., were put into trunks 
and boxes ; and for convenience In selecting, and cheap- 
ness in transporting, was marked " Kansas party bag- 
gage, care B. Slater, St. Louis." Generally, this was con- 
signed as freight, in the usual way, to the care of a com- 
fflission merchant. This party had, in addition to the usual 
allowance of one hundred pounds to each passenger, a 
large quantify of baggage on which the respective owners 
paid the usual extra freight. Each passenger or party 
paid his or their own expenses ; and the only benefit they 
derived from the Society, not shared by all the people of 
the Territory, was the reduction of about $7 in the 
price of the fare, the convenience of traveling in a com- 
pany instead of alone, and the cheapness and facility of 
transporting their freight through regular agents. Subse- 
quently, many emigrants, being either disappointed with 
the country or its political condition, or deceived by the 
statements made by the newspapers and by the agents of 
the Society, became dissatisfied, and returned, both before 
and after the election, to their old homes. Most of them 
are now settlers in the Territory. Some few voted at the 
election in Lawrence, but the number was small. The 
names of these emigrants have been ascertained, and 

of them were found upon the poll-books. This 

company of ptficeful emigrants, moving with their house- 
hold goods, was distorted into an invading horde of pauper 
Abolitionists, who were, with others of a similar character, 
to control the domestic institutions of the Territory, and 
then overturn those of a neighboring powerful State. 

In regard to the second charge : There is no proof that 
any man was either hired or induced to come into the 
Territory from any Free State, merely to vote. The en- 
tire emigration in March, 1855, is estimated at 500 persons, 
includhig men, women, and children. They came on 
steamboats up the Missouri River, In the ordinary course 
of emigration. Many returned for causes similar to those 
before stated ; but the body of them are now residents. 
The only persons of those who were connected by proof 
with the election, were some who voted at tlie Hig lilue 
Precinct in the Xth District, and at Pawnee, in the IXth 
District. Their purpose and character are stated in a 
former part of this report. 

The third charge Is entirely groundless. The organic", 
law requires the Oovernor to cause an enumeration of the 
inhabitants and legal voters to be made ; and that lie ap- 
portion the members of the Council and llouse, according 
to this enumeration. For reasons stated by persons en- 
gaged In taking the census, it was not compleft-d until the 
early part of March, 1 M5. At that time, the day of hold- 
tag theelecMon had not been, and could not havu been, 
named by the Governor. So soon as practic.ble .after the 
returns were brought in, he issued his proclamation for 
an election, and named the earliest day, consistent with 
due notice, as the day of election. The day on wlilch the 
election was to be held was a matter of conjecture all 
over the country ; but it was generally known that it would 
be In the latter part of March. The precise day was not 
Itnown by any one nntll the proclamation issued. It was 
^ot known to the agents of the Emigrant Aid Society in 
Boston on the 13th of March, 1855, when the party of emi- 
grants before referred to, left. 

Your Committee are satisfied that these charges were 
made the mere pretext to Induce an armed invasion into 



the Territory, as a means to control the election and es- 
tablish Slavery there. 

The real purpose is avowed and illustrated by the testi- 
mony and conduct of Colonel John Scott, of St. Joseph's, 
Missouri, who acted as the attorney for the sitting dele- 
gate before your Committee. The I'ollowiog are extracts 
from bis deposition : 

" Prior to the election In Burr-Oak precinct, In the XlVth DIs 
trict, on the 29ih of November, 1854, 1 had been a resident of 
Missouri, and I then determined, if I found it niicessary, to be- 
come a resident of Kansas Territory. On the day previous to 
that election, I settled up my board at my boardmg-house, In 
St. Joseph's, Missouri, and went over to the Territory, and 
took boarding with Mr. Uryant, near whose house the polls 
were held the next day, for one month, bo that I might have it in 
my power, by merely determining to do so, to become a resi- 
dent of the Territory on the day ot election. 

" When my name was proposed as a Judge of Election, ob- 
jections were made by two persons only. .... I then 
publicly informed those present, that I bad a claim in the Ter- 
riiory ; that I had taken board In the Terrii.iry for a month ; 
and that I could, at any moment, become an actual resident 
and legal voter in the Territory, and that I would do so, if I 
concluded at any time during the day that my vote would bo 
necessary to carry that precinct In favor of the Pro-Slavery 
candidate for delegate to Congress I did not dur- 
ing the day consider It necessary to become a resident of the 
Territory for the purpose mentioned, and did not vote nor offer 
to vote at that election. 

" I held the ollice of City- Attorney for St. Joseph's at that 
lime, and had held It for two or three years previously, and 

continued to hold it until this soring I voted at 

an election in St. Joseph's, In the spring of 1855, and was re- 
appointed Ciiy-.Mtorney. The question of Slavery was put in 
Issue at the election of November, 1854, to the same extent as 
In e\:ery election in this Territory. Gen. Whitfield was re- 
garded as the Pro-Slavery candidate for the Pro-Slavery party. 
1 regarded the question of Slavery as the primarily prominent 
issue at that election, and, so far as I know, all parties agreed 
in making that question the issue of that election. 

" Jt in my intention, and the intention of a grent many ollmr 
HissoiirianH no}o rexiiUnt in ilimuri, ichenerer the Shneiy imue 
is to he ddennined upon hythe people of this Territnty in the 
adoption of the Stale Constitution, to remoce to this Teniloiy in 
lime to arquire Uie light to become legal voters vpon that qmnion. 
The lending purpose of our intended remoral to the Te, ritory if Ip 
determine the dinneslie institutionn of this TertitO' y, uhcn it coinfs 
to he a State, and ice. icould net rume only fur that puipot^e, and 
Kould never think of coming here hut for that purjwse. I beline 
there are a great many in Missouri who are so siluateil.'' 

The invasion of Jlarch 80th left both parties in a state 
of excitement, tending directly to produce violence. Tlie 
successful party was lawless and reckless wliile assuming 
the name of the " Law and Order " party. The other 
party, at first surprised and confounded, was greatly irri- 
tated, and some resolved to prevent the success of the in- 
v <Aon. In some districts, as before stated, protests were 
sent to the Governor ; in others, this was prevented by 
threats; in others, by the want of time, only four days 
being allowed by the proclamation for this purpose ; and 
in others, by the belief that a new election would bring a 
new invasion. About tlie same time, all classes of men 
commenced bearing deadly weapons about the person, a 
practice which has continued to this time. Under these 
circumstances, a slight or accidental quarrel produced 
unusual violence, and lawless acts became frequent. This 
evil condition of the public mind was further increased by 
acts of violence in Western Missouri, wliere, in April, a 
newspaper press, called The Parkszillf; Luminal j/, was 
destroyed by a mob. 

About the same time, Sfalcolm Clark assaulted Cole 
McCrea at a squatter meeting in Leavenworth, and was 
shot by McCrea in alleged self-defense. 

On the 17th day of May, William Phillips, a lawyer of 
Leavenworth, wos first notified to leave ; and upon his re- 
fusal, was forcibly seized, faken across the river, and car- 
ried several miles into Jlissourl, and then tarred and 
feathered, and one side of hig head shaved, and other 
gross indignities put upon his person. 

Previous to this outrage, a public meeting was held, at 
which resolutions were unanimously passed, looking to 
unlawful violence, and grossly intolerant in their charac- 
ter. The right of free speech upon the subject of Slavery 
was characterized as a disturbance of the peace and quiet 
of llie community, and as " circulating Incendiary senti- 
ments." They say "to the peculiar friends of northern 
fanatics," " Go home and do your treason where you may 
find sympathy." Among other resolves is the following: 

" liesolred, That Ihi! insiiiiuion of Slavery is known and re- 
cognized in this Territoi-y ; arid we riturljlie doctrine that it Is 
a moral urd polhical evil, syid 'yji hjirl bi-ck W4th scon, upon 
its slanderous aulliors if'i^flia.geof 'nnumi.nlty ;ant' ws w<irn 
all persons not to come to our pjacf fn! P^esldes lo s!tlrf*r'"?, 
and sow the seed.s of discord between the master afid !he ser- 
vant; for, as much as we' deprecate the necessity to which we 
mil be driven, we cannffl bp jrespj)n8ible -fof. the. conse- 
quences." , ' • J > . • ■» ■ . 

A Committee of Vigilancfe ofr90tn\en^d8 Apfcteted "to 
obse.*72 Ksd report all such persons as shall ... by 
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the expression of abolition sentiments, produce disturb- 
ance to the quiet of the citizens, or danger to their domes- 
tic relations ; and all such persons so offending ahall be 
notiUed, and made to leave the Territory." 

The meeting was " ably and eloquently addressed by 
Judge Lecorapte, Colonel J. N, Burns of Western Missouri, 
and othei-s." Thus the head of the judiciary in the Terri- 
tory not only assisted at a public and bitterly partisan 
ineeting,whose direct tendency was to produce violence and 
disorder, but, before any law is passed in the Territory, he 
prejudges the character of the domestic institutioni which 
the people of the Territory were, by their organic law, " left 
perfectly free to form and regulate in their own way." 

On this committee were several of those who held certi- 
ficates of election as members of tUe legislature ; some of 
the others were then and still are residents of Missouri ; 
and many of the committee have since been appointed to 
the leading offices in the Territory, one of which is the 
Bheritfalty of the county. ThrJr first act was that of mob- 
bing Phillips. 

Subsequently, on the 25th of May, aj). 1S55, a public 
meeting was held, at wliich II. R. Kees,. a member elect of 
the council, presided. Tiie foUov;ing resolutions, offered 
by Judge Payne, a member elect of the house, were unani- 
mously adopted : 

" JitMlced, That we heartily Indorse the action of the commit- 
tee of ciUzeus that shaved, tarred and feathered, rode ou a 
rAtl, and had Bold by a negro, William i'liUlips, the moral 
perjuror. 

" Itesoloeil, That we return our thanks to the committee for 
faithfully performing the trust enjoined upon them by the Pro- 
Slavery party. 

" Henohed, That tho committee be now discharged. 

" Uenoked, That we severely condemn those I'ro-SIavery 
men who, from mercenary motives, are caUing upou the Pro- 
Slavery party to submit without further action. 

" lieMlotd, That In order to secure peace and harmony to 
the community, we now solemnly declare thai the I'ro- 
Slavery party will stand flrmJy by and carry out ihe resolu- 
tions' risported by the committee appointed fur that purpose un 
fje memorable 30.h." 

The act of moral perjury here referred to w the swear- 
ing by Phillips to a truthful protest in regard to the elec- 
tion of March 80, in the XVIth District. 

The members receiving their certificates of the Governor 
as members of the General Assembly of the Territory, met 
tit Pawnee, the place appointed by the Governor, on the 
2d of July, A.D. 1S5j. Their proceedings are stated in 
three printed books, herewith submitted, entitled respec- 
tively, "The Statutes of the Territory of Kansas," "The 
Journal of the Council of the Territory of Kansas," tind 
" The Journal of the llouse of Ilepresentatives of the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas." 

Your Committee do not regard their enactments as valid 
laws. A legislature thus imposed upon a people cannot 
affect their political rights. Such an attempt to do so, if 
successful, is virtually an overthrow of the organic law, 
and reduces the people of the Territory to the condition 
of A-assals to a neighboring State. To avoid the evils of 
anarchy, no armed or organized resistance to them should 
bo made, but the citizens should appeal to the ballot-box 
at public elections, to the federal judiciary, and to Con- 
gre-:i3, for relief. Such, from the proof, would have been 
the course of the people, but for the nature of these enact- 
ments and the manner in which they are enforced. Their 
character and their execution have been so intimately 
connected with one branch of this investigation — that re- 
lating to " violent and tumultuous proceedings in the Ter- 
ritory " — that we were compelled to examine them. 

The " laws " in the statute-books are general and spe- 
cial ; the latter are strictly of a local character, relating to 
bridges, roads, and the like. The great body of the gene- 
ral laws are exact transcripts from the Missouri co<le. To 
make them in some caises conform to the organic net, 
aeparatetacts were passed, defining the meaning of words. 
Thus the word "State" is to be understood as meaning 
" Territory ;" tlie words " County Court" shall be construed 
to. maim the hoard of commissioners transacting county 
Imsineiis, or the Probate Court, according to the intent 
thereof. The words " Circuit Court " to mean " District 
Court." 

The material difference.s in the Missouri and Kansas sta- 
tutes are upon the following subjects ; The qualltications 
of voters and of members of the legislative assembly ; the 
official oath of all officers, attorneys, and voters ; the mode 
of selecting officers and their qualifications; tho slave 
code, and the (piiiliftcations of j'ti-ors. 

Upon these subj icts, the provisions of the Missouri code 
.;ve o-cb as a;e U-sual ir. mawy of the Stiites. But by the 
"K'ltisa'* Statutes " cyery oQlce' ?ri the Territory, exccu- 
ttv.S and" jinficial, was to be appointed by the legislature, 
or by some officer appointed by IE. These' appointments 
were not merely to iiieet a ten^>orary exigency, but were 
to hold over tw^) regular eieo'-lons; and until after tho 
gcnet'al eltrftion'in (■ctob-jr, 185T, at which tha members 



of the new council were to be elected. The new legiata- 
ture is required to meet on the first Monday in January, 
1S5S. Thus, by the terms of these " laws," the people 
have no control whatever over either the legislature, the 
executive, or the judicial departments of tiie Territorial 
government until a time before which, by the natural pro- 
gress of population, the Territorial government will be su. 
perseded by a Stiite government. 

No session of the legislatuie is to be held during 1856, 
but the members of the House are to be elected in October 
of that year. A candidate, to be eligible at this election, 
must swear to support the fugitive slave law ; and each 
judge of election, and each voter, if challenged, must take 
the same oath. The same oath is required of every otlicer 
elected or appointed hi the Territory, and of every attor- 
ney admitted to practice in the courts. 

A portion of the militia is retiuired to muster on the day 
of election. " Every free white male citizen of the United 
States, and every free male Indian who is made a citizen 
by treaty or otherwise, and over the age of twenty -one 
years, and who shall be an inhahilant of the Territory 
and of the county and district in wliich lie offers to vote, 
and shall have paid a Territorial tax, shall be a quilifieil 
elector for all elective offices." Two classes of personj 
were thus excluded, who, by the organic act, were allowed 
to vote, viz. : those who would not swear to the oath re- 
quired, and those of foreign birth who had declared on 
oath their intention to become citizens. Any man of 
proper age who was in the Territory on tlie day of elec- 
tion, and who had paid one dollar as a tax to the sheriff, 
who was required tn be at the polls to receive it, could 
vote as an " inhabitant," although he had breakfasted in 
Missouri, and intended to return there for supper. There 
can be no doubt that this unusual and unconstitutional 
provision was inserted to prevent a full and fair exiires- 
sion of the popular will in the election of members of the 
house, or to control it by non-residents. 

All jurors are required to be selected by the sheriff, 
and " no person who is conscientiously opposed tn the 
holding of slaves, or who does not admit the right to 
hold slaves in tlie Territory, shall be a juror in any 
cause " affecting the right to hold slaves, or relating to 
slave property. 

The Slave Code, and every provision relating to 
slaves, are of a character intolerant and unusual even 
for that class of legislation. The character and con- 
duct of the men appointed to hold office in the Terri- 
tory contributed very much to produce the events 
which followed. Thus Samuel J. Jones was appointed 
sheriff of tli^. county of Douglas, which included within 
it the 1st and Ild Election Districts, lie had made him- 
self peculiai ly obnoxious to the settlers by his conduct 
on the 30th of March in the lid District, and by hii 
burning the cabins of Joseph Oakley and Samuel Smilli. 

An election for delegate to Congi-ess, to be h'.-ld on 
the 1st day of Ocft>ber, 1S.V), wasprovid 'd for, with tlie 
same rules and regulations as were applied to otlier 
elections. The Free-State men took no jiart in this 
election, having made arrangemenis fur liohiiiig an 
election on the 9th of the same month. The citiisens of 
Missouri attended at the election of the l.st of October, 
some paying the dollar tax, and others not lieiiig re- 
quired to pay it. They were jirescnt and voted at the 
voting places of Atchison and Doniphan, in Atchison 
County ; at Greene Springs. Joliui^on County ; at Willow 
Springs, Franklin, and Lecnmptan, in Douglas County; 
at Fort Scott, Bourbon County ; at Uaptiste Paola, 
Lykins County, wliei-e some Indians voted, some whites 
paying the $1 tax for tliotn; at Leavenworth City, and 
at Kickapoo City, Leavenworth CoHvnty; at the'latter 
place, under the lead of Gen. B. B'. Stringfellow and Col. 
Lewis Barnes of Missouri. From two of the election 
precints at which it waB alleged there was illegal voting 
— via., Delaware and Wyandotte— your Committee 
failed to obtain the attendance of witnesses Your 
Committee did not deem it necessary, in regard to this 
election, to enter into details, as it was manifeit that, 
from there being but one candidate— Gen. Wliitfield- 
he must have received a majority of the votes cast. 
This election, therefore, depends not on the number or 
character of the vot'is received, but upon the validity 
of the laws under which it was helil. Sufficient testi- 
mony was taken to show that the voting of citizens of 
Missouri was practiced at this election, as at all former 
elections in the Territory. The following table will ex- 
hibit the result of the testimony as regards the number 
of legal and illegal votes at this election. The county of 
Marshall embraces the same territory as was Included in 
the Xlth District ; and the reasons before stated indi- 
cate that the great majority of the votes then cast were 
either illegal or fictitious. In the counties to which our 

examination extended, there were iUegal votes nasi 

aa near as tlie proof will enable us to determlae. 
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While tliese enactments of tlie alleged legislative as- 
BemUy were being niH(le, a movement was instituted to 
form a State government, and api>!y for admission Into 
the Union as a State. Tlie first step lalfen by llie people 
of the Territory, in consequence of the invasion of March 
80, 1855, was tlie circulation for .signature of a graphic 
ami truthful memorial to Congress. Your Committee 
find that every allegation in tliis memorial has been sus- 
tained by the testiiaony. No further step was taken, as 
it was hoped that some action by the General Oovei nmi-nt 
would protect them in their riglits. When tlie alleged 
legislative assembly proceeded to construct the series of 
enactments referred to, the settlers were of opinion that 
submission to them would result in depriving them of the 
rights secured to them by the organic law. Their politi- 
cal condition was freely discussed in the Territory during 
the summer of 1S55. Several meetings were held in 
reference to holding a convention to form a State gov- 
ernment, and to apply for admission into the Union as a 
State. Public opinion gradually settled in favor of such 
an application to the Congress to meet in December, 
1855. The first general meeting was held in Lawrence on 
the 16th of August, 1S55. 

The following preamble and resolutions were then 
passed : 

"Whereat, The people of Kansas have been, since Its 
letllement, and now are, without any law-making power, 
therefore be It 

"Resotceil, That we, the people of Kansas Territory, In mass 
meeting assemliled, irrespective of parly dlstlnciloas, influ- 
enced by common necessily, and greatly desirous of promoling 
the common good, do hereby cull upon and request all ioiia.fr/e 
clUzcnsflCKansasTprritorv, of whAt«v«r political views or pre- 
dilections, to consult together In their respective Election l)l3- 
trlcts and in maf s convention or otherwise, elect three delegates 
for eiich representative to which said Klection PLstrlct Is en- 
titled in the House of Representatives of ihe Legl.slatlve Assem- 
bly, by proclamatioa of (iovernor Ueeder, of date 19lh of 
Vsrch, 1855 ; said delegates to assemble in convention, at the 
town of Topeka, on tlie 19:h day of September, 1855, tliea and 
there to consider and determine upon all subjects of public In- 
terest, and particularly upon that having reference to the 
ipeedy formation of a Slate Constitution, with an intention of 
an Immcdiale ap ilicallon to be admitted as a State iuto the 
Union of the United Slates of America." 

Other meetings were held in various parls of the Terri- 
tory, vhich Indorsed the action of the Lawrence meeting. 



and delegates were selected in compliance with its recom- 
mendations. 

They met at Topeka, on the 19lh day of September, 
1S55. By their resolutions, they provided for the appoint- 
ment of an Executive Committee, to consist of seven per- 
sons, who were required to " keep a record of their pro- 
ceedings, and shall have a general superintendence of 
the affairs of the Territory so far as regards the organiza- 
tion of the State Government." They were required to 
take steps for an election to be held on the second Tues- 
day of the October following, under regulations imposed 
by that Committee, "for members of a Convention to 
form a Constitution, adopt a Bill of Rights for the people 
of Kansas, and take all needful measures for organizing 
a State Government, preparatory to the admission of 
Kansas into the Union as a State," The rules prescribed 
were such as usually govern elections in most of the 
States of the Union, and in most respects were similar to 
those contained In the proclamation of Gov. Reeder for 
the election of March 80, 1S55. 

The Executive Committee appointed by that Conven- 
tion accepted their appointment, and entered upon the 
discharge of their duties by issuing a proclamation ad- 
dressed to the legal voters of Kansas, requesting them to 
meet at their several precincts, at the time and i)liice3 
named in the proclamation, then and there to unst their 
ballots for members of a Constitutional Onnvention, to 
meet at Topeka on the 4ih Tuesday of Octnlier then 
next. 

The proclamation designated the places of elections 
appointed judges, recited the qualillcatlons of voii-rs and 
the apportionment of members of the Convention. 

After this proclamation wns Issued, public nieeting.i 
were held in every district in the Territory, and in nearly 
every precinct. The Stale movement was a general 
topic of discussion throughout tlie Territory, and tliere 
was but little opposition exhibited to it. Elections were 
held at the time and places designated, and the returns 
were sent to the Kxecutive Committee. 

The result of the election was proclaimed by the Execu- 
tive Committee, anil the members elect were required to 
meet on the 28d day of October, 1S55, at Topeka. lu 
pursuance of this proclamation and direction, the Con- 
stitutional Convention met at the time and place ap- 
pointed, and formed a State CoDsiitutlon. A memorial 
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to Congress was also prepared, praying for the admission 
of Kansas into the Union under that Uonstitution. The 
Convention also provided tliat the question of the adop- 
tion of the Constitution and other questions be submitted 
to the people, and required the Executive Committee to 
take the necessary steps for tlial purpose. 



Accordingly, an election was held for that purpose on 
the 15th day of December, 1855, in compliance with iht 
proclamation Issued by the Executive Committee. The 
returns of this election were made by the Executive Com. 
mittee, and an abstract of them is contained in the fol- 
lowing table : 



ABSTRACT OP THE ELECTION ON THE ADOPTION OF THE 
STATE CONSTITUTION, DEC. 15, 1865. 



Pbboisots. 



Lawr.nce 

Ulauton 

Palmyra 

Franklin 

Bloomington 

East Douglas 

Topeka 

Washington 

Brownsville 

Tecumseh : 

Prairie City , 

Little Osage 

Big Sugar 

Nenslio 

Putawatamie 

Little Sugar 

Stanton 

Osawatomie 

Titus...- 

Juniata 

Oliio City 

Mill Creek 

St. Mary's 

Waubaunsee 

Pawnee 

Grasshopper Falls. . , 

Doniphan 

Burr Oak 

Jesse Padur's 

Ocena 

Kickapoo 

Pleasant Hill 

Indiana 

Whitneld 

Wolf River 

St. Joseph's Bottom. 

Mt. Pleasant 

Easton 

Mission 



Total 1731 



Constitution. 


General Bank- 
ing Law. 


Exclusion of 
Negroes and 
Mulattoes. 


Yes. 


No. 


Yes. 


No. 


Yes. 


No. 


34S 




225 


83 


183 


223 


72 


2 


69 


14 


48 


20 


1^ 




ij 


8 


12 




43 


4 


81 


15 


43 


2 


137 




122 


11 


113 


15 


18 




13 


4 


14 


4 


135 




125 


tj 


69 


64 


42 




41 


1 


42 




24 




32 


2 


23 


2 


85 




23 


11 


85 




72 




S9 


88 


C9 


3 


21 


7 


16 


12 


23 


T 


13 


2 


5 


16 


20 




12 




6 


G 


12 




89 


3 


21 


19 


25 


IS 


42 


18 


83 


13 


43 


2 


82 




4 


83 


83 


5 


56 


1 


83 


20 


88 


17 


89 


5 


82 


7 


25 


15 


80 




23 


6 


10 


19 


21 




16 


5 


20 


1 


20 






20 


20 




14 






14 


14 




19 




17 


1 


7 


11 


45 




15 


29 


40 


5 


S4 




19 


84 


50 


8 


22 




5 


14 


21 




23 




T 


16 


22 


1 


12 




1 


11 


12 




28 




8 


20 


28 




2i> 




7 


13 


16 


"4 


47 




87 


6 


45 


1 


19 






18 


19 




7 




"s 


4 


6 




24 




11 


12 


18 


6 


15 




4 


9 


14 


1 


S3 




82 


1 


80 


a 


71 ■ 


2 


63 


19 


71 




7 




3 




1 


2 


1731 


46 


1120 


5G4 


1287 





o 

> 

6 
US 



856 
76 
12 
53 

13T 
18 

186 
43 
24 
85 
72 
31 
21 
12 
43 
60 
87 
69 
44 
81 
21 
20 
14 
19 
45 
54 
22 
23 
12 
28 
20 
47 
19 
7 
24 
15 
83 
73 
7 



N. B.— Poll-Book at Leavenworth was destroyed. 



The Executive Committee then Issued a proclamation 
reciting the results of the election of the 15th of Decem- 
ber, and at the same time provided for an election to 
be held on the 15th diiy of January, 1556, for State offi- 
cers and members of the General Assembly of the State 
of Kansas. An election was accordingly held in the seve- 
ral election-precincts, the returns of which were sent to 
the Executive Committee. 

The result of this election was announced by a procla- 
tnation by the Executive Committee. 

In accordance with the Constitution thus adopted, 
the members of the State Legislature and most of the 
State oOicers met on the day and at the place designated 
by the State Constitution, and took the oath tliereln 
prescribed. 

After electing United States Senators, pnsslng some 
preliminary laws, and appointing a Codifying Committee 
and preparing a Memorial to Congress, the General 
Assembly adjourned to meet on the 4th day of July, 
1856. 

The laws passed were all conditional upon the admis- 
sion of Kansas as a State into the Union. These pro- 
ceedings were regular, and. In the opinion of your 
Committee, the Constitution thus adopted fairly ex- 
presses the will of the majority of the settlers. They 
now await the action of Congress upon their memorial 

These elections, whether they were conducted in pur- 
rnance of law or not, were not illegal 

Whether the result of them Is sanctioned br the action 



of Congress, or they are re garded as the mere expression 
of popular will, and Congress should refuse to grant tht 
prayer of the memorial, that cannot affect their legality. 
The right of the people to assemble and express their 
political opinion in any form, whether by means of an 
election or a convention, Is secured to them by the Con- 
stitution of the United States. Even if the elections are 
to be regarded as the act of a parly, whether political or 
otherwise, they were proper, in accordance with exam- 
ples, both In States and Territories. 

The elections, however, were preceded and followed 
by acts of violence on the part of those who opposed 
them, and those persons who approved and sustained 
the invasion from Missouri -^ere peculiarly hostile to 
these peaceful movements preliminary to the organiia- 
tion of a State government. Instances of this violence 
will be referred to hereafter. 

To provide for the election of delegates to Congress, 
and at the same ^me do it in such a manner as to obtain 
the Judgment of the House of Representatives upon the 
validity of the alleged legislative assembly sitting at 
Shawnee Mission, a convention was held at BigSpringJ 
on the 5th and 6th days of September, 1S55. This was a 
party convention, and a party calling itself the Free- 
State party was then organized. It was in no way con- 
nected with the State movement, except that the election 
of a delegate to Congress was fixed by it on the satne 
I day as the election of members of a constitutional cun- 
: ve^ti.)n. instead nf the day prescribed by the alleged 
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legislative assembly. Andrew H. ReeJer was put In 
nomination as X erritorial delegate to Congress, and an 
election was provided for under the regulations pre- 
scribed for the election of March 80, 1S55. excepting as 
to the appointment of officers, and the persons to whom 
the returns of the elections should be made. The elec- 
tion was held in accordance with these regulations, and 
A. H. IJeeder received 2,827 votes. 

The resolutions passed by this convention indicate the 
state of feeling which existed in the Territory in conse- 
quence of the invasion from Missouri, and the enact- 
ments of the alleged legislative assembly. Tiie language 
of some of the resolutions is violent, and can only be 
justified either in consequence of the attempt to enforce 
the grossest nets of tyranny, or for the purpose of guard- 
inir !'j;it;iist a similar invasion in future. 

In the fall of 1855, there sprang out of the existing 
d.-coi'(ls and excitement in the Territory, two secret 
Ircc-State societies. They were defensive in their cha- 
racter, and were designed to form a protection to their 
members against unlawful acts of violence and assault. 
One of the societies was purely of a local character, and 
was confwed to the town of Lawrence. Very shortly 
after its organization, it produced its desired effect, and 
then went out of use and ceased to exist. Doth societies 
were cumbersome, and of no utility except to give con- 
fidence to the Free-fctate men, and enable them to know 
and aid each other in contemplated danger. So far as 
the evidence shows, they led to no act of violence in 
resistance to either real or alleged laws. 

On the 21st day of November, 1855, P. M. Coleman, a 
Pro-Slavery man, and Charles W. Bow, a Free-State 
man, had a dispute about the division line between their 
respective claims. Several hours afterward, as Dow was 
passing from a blacksmith sliop toward his claim, and 
by tlie cabin of Coleman, the latter shot Dow with a 
double-barreled gun loaded witli slugs. Dow was un- 
armed, lie fell across the road .md died immediately. 
Ttiis was about 1 o'clock, p.m. His dead body was al- 
lowed to lie where it fell until after sundown, when it was 
conveyed by Jacob Branson to his house, at which Dow 
bcirded. The testimony in regard to this homicide is 
voluminous, and shows clearly that it was a deliberate 
murder by Coleman, and that Harrison Bulkley and a 
Mr. Hargous were accessories to it. The excitement 
caused by it was very great among all classes of the 
Bettlers. On the 2Cth, a large meeting of citizens was 
held at the place where the murder was committed, and 
resolutions passed that Coleman should be brought to 
justice. In the meantime, Coleman had gone to Missouri, 
and then to Gov. Shannon, at Shawnee Mission, in 
Johnson County. He was there taken into custody by 
S. .T. Jones, then acting as Sheriif. No warrant was issued 
or examination bad. On the day of the meeting at Hickory 
Point, UarriSiOn Bradley procured a peace warrant 
against Jacob Branson, which w<i3 placed in the hands 
of Jones. That same evening, after Branson had gone 
to bed, Jones came to his cabin with a party of about 
25 persons, among whom were Hargous and Buckley — 
burst open the door, and saw Branson in bed. He then 
drew his pistol, cocked it, and presented it to Branson's 
breast, and said, " You are my prisoner, and if you 
move I will blow you through." The others cocked their 
guns and gathered round liim, and took him prisoner. 
They all mounted and wen*/ to Buckley's house. After 
a time, they went on a circuiious route toward Blanton s 
Uridge, stopping to " drink " on tlie way. As they ap- 
proached the bridge, there were thirteen in the party, 
several having stopped. Jones rode up to the prisoner 
and, among other things, told him that he had "heard 
there were one hundred men at your house to-day," and 
" that he regretted they were not there, and that they 
were cheated out of their sport." In the meantime, the 
alarm had been given in the neighborhood > f Branson's 
arrest, and several of the settlers, among ivhom were 
some who had attended the meeting at Hickory Point 
that day, gathered together. They were greatly excited ; 
the alleged injustice of such an arrest of a quiet settler, 
under a peace warrant by " Sheriff Jones," aided by two 
men believed to be accessory to a murder, and who were 
allowed to be at large, exasperated them, and they pro- 
ceeded as rapidly as possible by a nearer route than 
that taken by Jones, and stopped near the house of J. S. 
Abbott, one of them. They were on foot as Jones's 
party approached on a canter. The rescuers suddenly 
formed across the road in front of Jones and his paity. 
Jones halted, and asked, " What's up?" The reply was, 
" Tlmt's what we want to know. What's up ?" Branson 
said", " They have got me a prisoner." Some one In the 
rescuing party told him to come over to their side. He 
iidso, and dismounted, and the mule he rode was driven 
over to Jones's party; Jones then left. Of the persons 
engaged in this rescue, three were from Lawrence, and 



had attended the meeting. Tour Committee have 
deemed it proper to detail the particulars of this rescue, 
as it was made the groundwork of what is known as the 
Wakerusa War. On the same night of the rescue, the 
cabins of Coleman and Buckley were burned, but by 
whom, is left in doubt by the testimony. 

On the morning of the rescue of Branson, Jones was 
at the village of i'rnnkHii, near Lawrence. The rescue 
was spoken of in the presence of Jones, and more con- 
versation passed between two others in his presence, as 
to whether it was most proper to send for assistance to 
Col. Boone, in Missouri, or to Gov. Shannon. Jones 
wrote a dispatch and handed it to a messenger. As soon 
as he started, Jones said : " That man is taking my 
dispatch to Missouri, and by G— d I'll have revenge 
before I see Missouri." A person present, who was 
examined &s a witness, complained publicly that the 
dispatch was not sent to the Governor ; and within half 
an hour one was sent to the Governor by Jones, through 
Hargous. Within a few days, large numbers of men 
from the State of Missouri gathered and encamped on 
the Wakerusa. They brought with them all the equip- 
ments of war. To obtain them, a party of men under 
tho_ direction of Judge T. V. Thompson broke into tlie 
United States arsenal and armory at Liberty, Missouri, 
and after a forcible detention of Captain Leonard (then 
in charge), they took the cannon, muskets, rifles, powder, 
harness, and indeed all the materials and munitions ot 
war they desired, some of which have never been 
returned or accounted for. 

The chief hostility of this military foray was against 
the town of Lawrence, and this was especially the case 
with the olBcers of the law. 

Your Committee can see in the testimony no reason, 
excuse, or palliation for this feeling Up to this time, no 
warrant or proclamation of any kind had been in the 
hands of any officer against any citizen of Lawrence. 
No arrest had been attempted, and no writ resisted in 
that town. The rescue of Branson sprang out of a 
murder committed thirteen miles from Lawrence, in a 
detached settlement, and neither the town nor its 
citizens extended any protection to Branson's rescuers. 
On the contrary, two or three days after the rescue, S. 
N. Wood, who claimed publicly to be one of the rescuing 
party, wished to be arrested for the ])urpose of testing 
the Territorial laws, and walked up to Sheriff Jones and 
shook hands with him, and exchanged other courtesies. 
He could have been arrested without dithculty, and it 
was his design, when he went to Mr. Jones, ito be ar- 
rested ; but no attempt was made to do so. 

It is obvious that the only cause of this hostility is the 
known desire of the citizens of Lawrence to make Kansas 
a Free State, and their repugnance to laws imposed upon 
them by non-residents. 

Your Committee do not propose to detail the incidents 
connected with this foray. Fortunately for the peace of 
the country, a direct conflict between the opposing 
forces was avoided by an amicable arrangement. The 
losses sustained by the settleis in property taken and 
time and money expended in their own defense, added 
much to the trials incident to a new settlement. Many 
persons were unlawfully taken and detained— in some 
cases, under circumstances of gross cruelty. This was 
especially so in the arrest and treatment of Dr. G. A. 
Cutter and G. F. Warren. They were taken, without 
cause or warrant, sixty miles from Lawrence, and when 
Dr. Cutter was quite sick. They were compelled to go 
to the camp at Lawrence, were put into the custody of 
"Sheriff Jones," who had no process to arrest them — 
they were taken into a small room kept as a liquor shop, 
which was open and very cold. That night, Jones came 
in with others, and went to " playing poker at twenty- 
five cents ante." The prisoners wei e obliged to sit up 
all night, as there was no room to lie down, when the 
men were playing. Jones insulted them frequently, and 
told one of them be must either "tell or swing." The 
guard then objected to this treatment of prisoners, and 
Jones desisted. . . . 

While we remained In the Territory, repeated acts of 
outrage were committed upon the quiet, unoffending citi- 
zens, of which we received authentic intelligence. Men 
were attacked on the higliway, robbed, and subsequently 
Imprisoned. Men were seized and searched, and their 
weapons of defense taken from them without compensa- 
tion. Horses were frequently taken and appropriated. 
Oxen were taken from the yoke while plowing, and butch- 
ered In the presence of their owners. One young man 
was seized in the streets of the town of Atchison, and, un- 
der circumstances of gross barbarity, was tarred and cot- 
toned, and in that condition was sent to his family. AU 
the provisions of the Constitution of the United States, se- 
curing persons and property, are utterly disregarded. The 
oSlcers of the law, instead of protecting the people, were 
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In some instances engaged In these outrages, and in no in- 
stance did we learii that any man was arrested, indicted, 
or puTii^ihcd for any of these crimes. Wliile such offenses 
were committed with impunity, tlie laws were used as s 
means of indicting men for holding elections, preliminarj 
to framing a Constitution and applying for admission into 
the Union as the State of Kansas. Cliai'ges of high tre.v 
son were made against prominent citizens upon grounds 
which seem to your Committee absurd and ridiculous, and 
under these charges they are now held in custody and are 
refused the privilege of bail. In several cases, men were 
arrested in the State of Missouri, while passuig on their 
lawful business through that State, and detained until in- 
tUctments could be found in the Territory, 

These proceedings were followed by an offense of still 
greater magnitude. Under color of legal process, a com- 
pany of about 700 armed men, the great body of whom, 
your Committee are satisBed, were not citizens of the Ter- 
ritory, marched into the town of Lawrence, under Mar- 
shal Donaldson and S. J. Jones, officers claiming to act 
under the law, and bombarded and then burned to the 
ground a valuable hotel and one private house ; destroyed 
two printing presses and material ; and then, being re- 
leased by the officers, whose posse they claimed to be, pro- 
ceeded to sack, pillage, and rob houses, stores, trunks, etc., 
even to the clothing of women and children. Some of the 
letters thus unlawfully taken were private ones, written by 
the contesting Delegate, and they were offered in evidence. 
Your Committee did not deem that the persons liolding 
them hail any right thus to use them, and refused to be 
made the instruments to report private letters thus ob- 
tained. 

This force was not resisted, because it was collected and 
marshaled under the forms of law, But this act of bar- 
barity, unexampled in the history of our Government, was 
followed by Its natural conseiiuences. All the restraints 
which American citizens are accustomed to pay even to 
the appearance of law, were thrown off; one act of vio- 
lence led to another; homicides became frequent. A 
party under H. C. Pate, composed chiefly of citizens of 
Missouri, were t.-iken prisonei-s liy a party of settlers ; and 
while your Committee were at Westport, a company chiefly 
of MUiourians, accomi)anied by the acthig Delegate, went 
to relieve Pate and his party, and a collision was prevented 
by the United States trooiis. Civil war has seemed im- 
pending in the Territory. Nothing can prevent so great a 
calamity but the presence of a large force of United States 
troops, under a commander who will with prudence and 
discretion quiet the excited passions of both parties, and 
expel witii force tlie armed bands of lawless men coming 
from Missouri and elsewhere, who with criminal pertina- 
city infest that Territory. 

In some cases, i'lid as to one entire election district, the 
condition of the country prevented the attendance of 
witnesses, who were eitlier arrested or detahieil wliUe of)ey- 
ing our process, or deterred from so doing. Tlie Sergeant- 
at-.Vniis, wiio served the process upon them, was himself 
arrested or detained for a short time by an armeil force, 
claiming to be a part of the posse of tlie Marshal, liut 
was allinveil to proceed upon an examhiation of his pa- 
pers, and was furnished with a pass, signed liy " Warren 
D. Wilkes, of South Carolina." John Upton, another olli- 
cer of the Committee, was subsequently stopped liy a law- 
less force on the borders of the Territory, and after behig 
detained and treated with great indignity, was released, 
lie also was furnished with a pass signed by two citizens 
of .Missouri, and addre^^sed to " Pro-Slavery_ men.'' liy 
reason of these disturbances, we were delayed in Westport, 
so that while In session there, our time was but partially 
occupied. 

But the obstruction which crcited the most serious em- 
barrassment to your Committee, wiw the attempted arre.-t 
of Gov. Iteeder, the contesting Delegate, upon a writ of 
attachment I.-wued against him by Judge l.ecompte, to com- 
pel Ills attendance as a witness before the Grand Jury of 
Douglas County. William Fane, recently from the State 
of Georgia, and claiming to be the Deputy Marshal, came 
into the' room of the Committee, while Gov. Iteeder was 
examining a witne.ss before us, and producing the writ re- 
quired Gov. Ueeder to attend him. Subsequent events 
have only .strengtfiened the conviction of your Committee, 
that this was a wanton and unhiwful interference by the 
Judge who issued the writ, tending greatly to obstruct a full 
and fair Investigation, (iov. Keeder and Gen. Whitfield 
alone were fully pi)sse.«sed of that local information which 
would enable us to elicit the whole truth, and it was obvl- 
cus to every one that any event which wouhl separate 
cither of them from the Committee, would necessarily hin- 
der, delay, and emliarra.ss it. Gov. Ueeder claimed that, 
under the circumstances in which he was placed, he was 
privileged from arrest except for treason, felony, or breach 
of the peace. As this was a question of privilege, proper 
(or the Courts, or for the privileged person uloue to deter- 



mine on Ids peril, we declined to give him any protectii,u 
or take any action In the matter. He refused (o obey the 
writ, believing it to be a mere pretense to get the custody 
of his person, and fearing, as he alleged, that he would be 
M.'sassinated by lawless bands of men then gathering in 
and near Lecompton. lie then left the Territory. 

Subsequently, 11. Miles Moore, an attorney In Leaven- 
worth City, but for several yeara a citizen of Weston, .Mo., 
kindly furnished the Committee Information as to the resl- 
dence of persons voting at the elections, and In some casfs 
examined witnesses before us. He was arrested on tliu 
streets of that town by an armed band of aliout thirty 
men, headed by W. D. Wilkes, without any color of au- 
thority, confined, with other citizens, under a military 
guard for twenty-four hours, and then notified to leave tliu 
Territory. His testimony was regarded as important, and 
upon his sworn statement that it would endanger his per- 
son to give It openly, the majority of your Comniittte 
deemed it proper to examine him ex-jiarte, tiiid did so. 

By reason of these occurrences, the contestant and the 
party with and for whom he acted, were uin'tpresentedhe. 
fore us during a greater portion of the time, and yout 
Committee were required to ascertain the truth in the best 
manner tliey could. 

Your Committee report tlie following facts and conclu. 
sions as established by the testimony ; 

Fi)Ht. That each election In the Territory, held under 
the organic or alleged Territorial law, has been carried by 
organized invasions from the State of Missouri, by which 
the jieoplo of tlie Territory have been jirevcnted from 
exercising the rights secured to them by the organic 
law. 

Second. That the alleged Territorial Legislature was 
an Illegally-ci)ii>titiited body, and had no power to pass 
valid laws, and their enactments are, therefore, null and 
void. 

Third. That these alleged laws have not, as a general 
thing, been used to protect persons and property and to 
punish wrong, but for unlawful purposes. 

Fourth. That the election under which the sitting Dele- 
gate, John W. Whitfield, holds his seat, was not held in 
pursuance of any valid law, and that It should be regarded 
only as the expression of the choice of those resident citi- 
zens who voted for him. 

Fifth. That the election under which the contesting 
Delegate, Andrew 11. Keeder, claims his seat, was not held 
In pursuance of law, and that it should be regarded only 
as the expression of the choice of the resident citizens who 
voted for him. 

Sixth, That Andrew 11. Reedcr received a greater num- 
ber of votes of resident citizens than John W. AVhitfield, 
for Delegate. 

Seventh. Th.it in the present condition of tlieTerritorj-, 
a fair election cannot be held without a new census, a 
stringent and well-guarded election law, the selection of 
Im]iart)al Judges, and the presence of United States troops 
at every place of election. 

Eiylitli.. That the various elcctU/ns held by the people 
of the Territory proliniiiiary to the formation of the .State 
Government have been as regular as the distuibed condi- 
tion of the Territory would allow ; and that the (,'oiistitu- 
tlon passed by the Convention, held in i)virsuance of said 
election.^, einlioilie.s the will of si majority of the penjile. 

As it Is not the jirovince of your Committee to siiggcsl 
remedies for the exi.-ting troubles in the Ttrritnry of Kan- 
sas, they content themselves with the foregoing statement 
of facts. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Wm. a. Howard, 

JUII.S SlK^ItMAM. 



The Free-Stiue Coiistitmioii framed at To- 
peka for Kaiisiis. by the Coiivemioti called by 
the Free-Stutt! party, (as .«et fortli in the fore- 
goiiif; docmiieiits) wa.s in dtu; sea.soii Fubmitted 
to Coiiprt'S.x — .\Ii.'ssr.>j. Atidicw II. llciider (the 
Frcc-Stiite Territorial ilo1o>ratc) ami James H. 
Lane liavingbecn clio.sen by the first Free-State 
Legislature, Senators of the United States and 
Mr. M. W. Deiahav elected llepresciitulive in the 
Hou^e, by the Free-State men of Kansas. 
Of course, lhe.se were not entitled to tlieir seats 
tintil the afofcaid instrument (known as the 
•' Topoka Constitution ") should be aece)itedby 
Congress, and the State thereupon admitted 
into the Union. This Constitution, being form, 
ally presented iu either IIou.se, was rcceividand 
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referred to their respect' ve Committees on Ter- 
rliories; but the accompanying Memorial from 
the Free-State Legislature, setting forth the 
grounds of the application, and praying for ad- 
mission as a Siute, was, after having been re- 
ceived by the Senate, reconsidered, rejected, 
and returned to Col. Lane, on the allegation 
that material changes had been made in it since 
it left Kansas. The Senate, in like manner, re- 
jected repeated motions to accept the Constitu- 
tion, and thereupon admit Kansas as a Free 
State— tiiere never being more than Messrs. 
Hamlin and Fessenden, of Maine, Hale and Bell, 
of New-Hampshire, Collamer and Foot, of Ver- 
mont, Sumner and Wilson, of Mass., Foster, 
of Connecticut, Seward and Fish, of New- York, 
Wade, of Ohio, Durkee and Dodge, of Wiscon- 
sin, Trumbull, of Illinois, and Uarlan, of Iowa, 
(16) Senators in favor of sucli admission, and 
tliesc never all present at the same time. 

In tlie House — the aforesaid Constitution and 
Memorial iiaving been .submitted to the Com- 
mittee on Territories — its Ciiairman, Mr. Grow, 
of Penna., from a mnjority of said Committee, 
reported in i'avor of the admission of Kansas 
under such Constitution, as a Free State ; and 
after debate the Previous Question thereon was 
ordered (June 2Stli) by a vote of 98 Ayes to 
63 Noes. Previous to this, however, Mr. Ste- 
phens, of Georgia, had proposed, as an amend- 
ment or substitute, a radically different bill, 
contemplating tlie iippomtmeiit by the Presi- 
dent and Senai*! of hve Commissioners, who 
should repair to Kansas, take a census of the 
inhabitants and legal voters, and tlicreupon pro- 
ceed to apportion, during tiie month of Septem- 
ber, 185C, the delegates (52) to Ibrni a Consti- 
tutional Convention, to be elected by the legal 
voters aforesaid; said delegates to be chosen 
on the day of the Presidential election (Tues- 
day, Nov. 4th, 185G), and to assemble in Con- 
vention on the first Monday in December, 1856, 
to form a State Constitution. The bill proposed, 
also, penalties for illegal voting at said election. 

To this substitute-bill, Mr. Dunn, of Indiana, 
proposed the following amendment, to come in 
at the end as an additional section: 

Sf.c. lS.—J)id be it further enacted, Tliat so much of 
the fourit'uiitli seclioii iinil of tlie tliir y-seconil seclktnof 
the act passfd at the first sf^sinn of llie Tliirly-Tliiril Con- 
grcs!!, coiiuiioiily called the Kiinsas and Nebraiikii act, as 
reads as fnllowi; : " Kxci'jit the eightli sectU>n of the act 
preparatory to tlie admission of Mi^s()uri into the Union, 
approved Mareh 0, 182 wlueli, being inconsistent witli 
llie principle of non-intervention by Conjiress witli 
Slavery in llie .Slates and Territories, as recognized by 
the legislation of l$b'K commonly called the Compromise 
Measures, is lierel)y (leclared inoperative arid void ; it 
being the true Intent and meaning of this act not to Ugis- 
late Slavery into any Statu or 'Jerrilory, or to exeludeit 
therefrom, biu to leave the j)eo]>te thereof perfectly free 
to form and regulate their domestic institutions in their 
own way, sulject only to the Constitution of the United 
States; Provided, That nothing herein contained shall 
he construed to revive or jiut in force any law or regula- 
tion which may have existed prior to tlie act of Giii of 
March, 1S20, either protecting, establishing, ptohiliiiing, 
or ahiilishiiig Slavery," be, and the same is hereby, re 
pealeil. J'ovided, That any person or ])ersons lawfully 
liehl to service within either of the Territories named in 
Bald act shall he discharged from such service, if they shall 
not be removed and kept out of S'lid Territories within 
twelve months from the passage of this act. 

Mr. Dunn's amendment to the Stephens 
amendment or substitute, was carried : Yeas, 
109 ; Nays, 102. 



Mr. Stephens's substitute, as thus amended by 
its adversaries, was abandoned by its original 
friends, and received but two votes — those of 
Messrs. George G. Dunn, of Indiana, and John 
Scott Harrison, of Ohio — Nays, 210. 

Mr. Dunn had previously moved a reference 
of the bill to the Committee of tlie Whole on 
the state of the Union. This was now defeated : 
Yeas, 101 ; Nays, 109. 

Mr. Jones, of Tennessee, now moved that the 
bill do lie on the table, which was defeated. 
Yeas, 106; Nays, 107; (Barclay of Pennsyl- 
vania, Dunn of Indiana, Haven and Williams, 
of New-York. — Yeas : Bayard Clarke, of New- 
York, Hickman and Millward, of Pennsylvania, 
Moore, of Ohio, and Scott, of Indiana. — Nays : 
Scott Harrison, of Ohio, not voting, Wells of 
Wisconsin, absent). The House now refused 
to adjourn by 106 to 102; and, after a long 
struggle, the final question was reached, and the 
bill rejected : Yeas, 106 ; Nays, 107. 

So the bill was lost. 

July 1st. — Mr. Barclay, (Dem.) of Pennsyl- 
vania rose to a privileged motion. He moved 
a reconsideration of the preceding vote, by 
which the Free-Kanf?as bill had been rejected. 
A stormy debate ensued, in the midst of which 
Mr. Howard, of Michigan, rose to a question of 
higher privilege (as affecting the right of a 
member [delegate] to his seat) and submitted 
the report of the Kansas Investigating Com- 
mittee (already given). The Speaker sustained 
the motion, and the House sustained the 
Speaker. The report was thereupon presented 
and read, consuming a full day. 

July '.ird. — The question of reconsidering the 
vote defeating the Free-Kansas bill was again 
reached. Mr. Houston, of Alabama, moved that 
it do lie on the table ; defeated : Yeas, 97 ; 
Nays, 1(J2. The main question was then order- 
ed : Yeas, 101 ; Nays, 98 ; and the reconsidera- 
tion carried: Yeas, 101 ; Nays, 99. The previous 
question on the passage of the bill was now 
Ordered : Yeas, 99 ; Nays, 96 ; a motion by 
Mr. McQueen, of South Carolina, to lay the bill 
on the table was defeated : Yeas, 97 ; Nays, 
100 ; and then the bill was finally passed : Yeas, 
99; Nay.s, 97. 

Mr. Grow, of Pennsylvania, moved the recon- 
sideration of this vote, iiud that the motion to 
reconsider do lie on the table, which was per- 
mitted, without further division. 

June 'iH)th. — Mr. Douglas reported to the 
Seitate on several bills submitted by Messrs. 
Clayton, Tombs, and others, for the pacifica- 
tion of tlie Kiinsas troubles, as also decidedly 
against Gov. Seward's proposition to admit 
Kansas as a Free State, under her Topeka Con- 
stitution. Mr. Collamer, being the minority of 
the Territorial Committee, made a brief and 
pungent counter-report. Mr. Douglas gave 
notice that he would ask for a final vote on the 
day after the next. 

July iKt. — Bill debated bv Messrs. Thompson 
of Ky., Hale of N H., Bigler of Pa., Adams of 
Miss., and Crittenden of Ky. 

July Id — Debate continued through the day 
and following night, the majority resisting all 
motions to adjourn. Messrs. Wade, Pugh, 
Briggs, Bigler, Toombs, Clayton, Crittenden, 
Bell, Seward, Hale, and nearly half the Senate 
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participated. Au amendment moved by Mr. 
Adiinis, of Miss., the day before, striiiing out so 
much of the bill as secures the Right of Suf- 
fi-age, in the proposed reorganization of Kansas, 
to alien residents who shall have declared their 
intention to become citizens, and renounced 
all allegiance to foreign governments, was 
adopted: Yeas, 22; Nays, 16. 

■Some time in the morning of July 8d, the fol- 
lowing anicndinent, reduced to shape by Mr. 
Geyer, of Mo., was added to the 18th section of 
the bill — only Brown, of Miss., Fitzpatrick, of 
Ala , and Mason, of Ya., voting against it : 
Yeas, 40. It provides that 

No Ian- shall be made or have force or effect in said 
Territory [of Kansas] which shall require any attesta- 
tion or oath to support any act of Congress or other 
legislative act, as a qualification for any civil office, 
public trust, or for any employment or profession, or to 
serve as a juror, or vote at an election, or which shall 
impose any tax upon, or condition to, the exercise of 
the right of suffrage, by any qualified voter, or which 
sliall restrain or prohibit the free discussion of any law 
or subject of Icg'slation in the said Territory, or the free 
e.vprebsion of opinion thereon by the people of said Ter- 
ritory. 

Mr. Trumbull, of 111., moved the following : 

And he it further enacted. That it was the true in- 
tent and meaning of the act to organize the Territories 
of Nebraska and Kansas," not to legislate Slavery into 
Kansas, nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave the 
people thereof perfectly free through their Territorial 
Legislature to regulate the institution of Slavery in their 
own way, subject to the Constitution of the United 
States ; and that, until the Territorial Legislature acts 
upon the subject, the owner of a slave in one of the 
Slates has no right or authority to take such slave into 
the Territory of Kansas, and there hold him as a slave ; 
but every slave taken to the Territory of Kansas by his 
owner for purposes of settlement is hereby declared to be 
free, unless there is some valid act of a duly constituted 
Legislative Assembly of said Territory, under t\hich he 
may be held as a slave. ^ 

The Yeas and Nays being ordered, the pro- 
position was voted down — Yeas, 9; Nuys, 34 — 
us follows : 

Y«AS — Messrs, Durkee, Fe^senden, Foot, Foster, Hale, 
Seward, i'ruiiibull. Wade, and Wilson— 9. 

Navs.— .Messis, Adams, Allen, iiayurd, Bell of Ten- 
nessee, lleiij iiniii, ISiggs, Uigler, bright, iJrudhead, 
Ui'uwn, Cass, Ciiiy, Cnuenden, Dodge, Douglas, Kvuns, 
Fiwpairick, Ueye r. Hauler, Iverson, Juhnsun, Jones of 
Iowa, MuUory, I'rait, I'ugii, Uuid, Sebastiiin, Slidelt, 
Tliotiipaou <if Kentucky, I'oouibs, Toucey, Weller Wriglit, 
aud Vulee — !M. 

Mr. Trumbull then proposed that the Kansas- 
Nebraska act 

was intended to, and dof", confer upon, nr leave to, the 
people of the Territory nf Kaii.-as full power, at aiiy time., 
through its Territorial Lexishitiire, lo exclude Slavery 
from said Territory, or to recognize and regulate it there- 
in. 

This, too, was voted down. Mr. Trumbull 
then propojed the following: 

And be itfurther enacted. That all the acts and pro- 
ceedings uf all and every body of men here:or<>re asseuu 
bled in saiil Territory of Kan!:aH, and claiming to be a 
Legislative Asxeiiibly thereof, wltli authority to piiss liiws 
for the giVerniiicnt of said Territory, ate hereby declared 
to be utterly null and void. And no per;inn sti^ilt tiuld 
any office, or exercise any authority or jurisdiction In 
said Territory, under or by virtue of any pciwer or 
autlsority deriVi:d foiii diicli Legislative Assembly; nor 
shall the members thereof exercise any power or autiiorily 
as such. 

This, too, was voted down, as follows : 

Yka8. — .Messrs Hell of New-Hampshire, Collamer, 
Durkee, Kesseiiden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Seward, Trumbull, 
Walk', and Wilsoii — 11. 

NAia.— .Messrs. Adams, Allen, Baynrd, Bell of Ten- 
nessee, Denjaiiiiii, liiggs, lli}:ler, Url);lit, Brodhead, Brown, 
Cass, Clay, Critiemlen, Dodge, Douglas, Kvans, Fitz- 



patrick, Geyer, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson, Jones of Iowa, 
Mallory, Mason, Pratt. Pugh, Iteid, Sebastian, Slidell, 
Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, Toucey, Weller, 
Wright, and Yulee— 30. 

Mr. Poster, of Connecticut, moved the follow- 
ing amendment : 

Sec. — And he it further enacted, That, until the in- 
habitants of said Territory shall proceed to hold a Con- 
vention to form a State Constitution according to the pro- 
visions of this act, and so long as said Territory remitina 
a Territory, the following sections contained in chapter 
one hundred and tifiy-une, in the volume transmitted to 
the 8en<ite, by the f resident of the United States, as cnri- 
taining the laws of Kansas, be, and the same are hereby, 
declared to be utterly null and void, viz. : 

"§12. If any free person, by speaking or by ■wrlUng, as- 
sert or mainmin that persons have not the right to hold ^kw-n 
In this Territory, or shall introduce into this Territory any boot;, 
paper, magazine, pamphlet, or circular, contahimg any denial 
of the right of persons to hold slaves la tills Territory, siicli 
persons shall be deemed guilty of felony, and punislied by im- 
prisonment at hard labor for a term of not less than two years. 

"S13. No person who is consul snilously opposed to hulJ- 
ing slaves, or who does not admit the rit;ht lo holu slaveii iu 
this Territory, shall sit as a juror on the trial of any pro- 
secution for the violaUoa of any one of the sectioui: of tliis 
act." 

This was rejected [as superfluous, or covered 
by a former amendment,] as follows: 

Yeas.— Siessrs. Allen, Bell of New-Hampshire, Clay- 
ton, Collamer, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, 
Seward, Trutubull, Wade, and Wilson— -13. 

Nays. — Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Biggs, Bigler, 
Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Cass, Clay, Dodge, Douglas, 
Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson, 
Jones oflowa, Mallory, Mason, Pratt, Pugh, Keid, Sebas- 
tian, Slidell, Sluart, Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, 
Toucey, Weller, Wright, and Yulee— 32, 

Mr. Wilson, of Massachusetts, moved that tht 
whole bill be stricken out and another inserted 
instead, repealing all the Territorial laws of 
Kansas. 

Rejected : Yeas, 8, (Bell, of New-IIanipshire, 
Collamer, Durkee, Fessenden, Foster, Seward, 
Wade, and Wilson ;) Nays, 35. 

Mr. Seward moved to strike out the whole 
bill, and insert instead one admitting Kansas as 
a Free State, under the Topeka Constitution : 
Defeated — Yeas, 11 ; Nays, 36 — as follows : 

Ybas. — Messrs. Bell of New-Hampshire, Collamer 
Durkee, Feiisenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Seward, Trumbull, 
Wade, and Wilson— 11. 

Nats.— Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Belief Tennessee, Bet;. 
jatnin, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, Cas<, 
Clay, Clayton, Crittenden, Dodge, Douglas, Evans, Filz- 
Patrick, Geyer, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson, Jones of I»wh, 
Mallory, Mason, Pratt, Pugh, Iteid, Sebastian, Siidell, 
Stuart, Thompson of Kentucky, Toombs, Toucey, Wrller, 
W riglit, and Yulee— 80. 

The bill was now reported as amended, and 
the amendment made in Committee of the 
Whole concurred in. The bill was then (S a, 
M.) ordered to be engrossed and read a tJiinl 
ti.me; and, on the question of its final passage, 
the vote stood— Yeas, 33 ; Nays, 12 — as follows: 

Y'kas. — Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bell of Tennessee, Ben- 
jamin, Biggs, Bigler, Bright, Brodhead, Brown, C.ta.i, 
Clay, Crittenden, Douglas, Evuns, Fitzpatrick, Oi-yer, 
Hunter, Iverson, Johnson, Jones of Iowa, Mallory, Pciitt, 
Pugh, Keid, Sebastian, Slidell, Stuart, Tlionipsoti of Ken- 
lucky, Toombs, Toucey, Weller, Wright, anil Yulei — Jj J. 

Na?9. — Messrs. Bell of New-Hampshire, Collamer, 
Dodge, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Seward, 
Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson— 12. 

The bill was then eent tathe House. It pro- 
vides that five competent persons appointed by 
the President, shall take a census of the legal 
voters of the Territory on the 4th of July, 18.56, 
tliese to be apportioned into 62 districts, for tiio 
purpose of electing delegates to form a State 
Constitution ; it imposes penalties for using 
force or threats to influence any qualified voter 
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in giving his vote, or to deter him from going 
to the polls ; the delegates elected under this 
act to ussetnble iu Convention on the 1st Mon- 
day of December, 1856, to first determine by 
vote whether it is expedient to forra a State 
Constitution and Government, and if it is 
decided to be expedient, to proceed io form a, 
Constitution and Government for the State of 
Kansas, with the boundaries defined in this act. 

The bill was never acted on in the House, but 
lay on the Speaker's table, untouched, when the 
session terminated by adjournment, Monday, 
Aug. 18th. 

Jicly 6th, — In Senate, Mr. Douglas reported 
back from the Committee on Territories the 
House bill to admit Kansas as a State, with an 
amendment striking out all after the enacting 
clause, and inserting instead the Senate bill 
(So. 35G) just referred to. 

Mr. Hale, of N. H., moved to amend this 
substitute by providing that all who migrate to 
the Territory prior to July 4th, 1857, shall be 
cniitlud to a vote in determining the character 
of the institutions of Kansas. Lost: Yeas, 13 ; 
Nays, 32. 

Mr. Trumbull, of HI., moved that all the Terri- 
torial laws of Kansas be repealed and the Terri- 
torial officers dismissed. Kejected : Yeas, 12 ; 
N'ays, 32. 

Mr. Collamer, of Vt., proposed an amendment, 
prohibiting Slavery in all that portion of the 
Louisiana purchase north of StjO 30' not in- 
chided in tlie Territory of Kansas, Kejected — 
Yeas. 12 ; Nays, 30 — as follows : 

Yeas— Nfessrs. Bell of N. H., Collamer, Dodge, Fes- 
sendcn, Fish, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Seward, Trum- 
bull and Wude. 

N.us— Messrs.Adams, Bayard, Benjamin, Biggs, Briglit, 
llrodliead, Butler, Cass, Clay, Crittenden, Douglas, Fitz- 
patrick, Geyer, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson, Jones of Iowa, 
Joiicd of Tenn., Mallcry, Mason, Pearce, Pugh, Keid, Se- 
hiiJtian, Slidell, Stuart, Thompson of Ky., Toombs, WcUer, 
uiid i'ulee. 

The substitute reported by Mr. Douglas was 
tlii'U agreed to — Yeas, 32 ; Nays, 13— and the 
Ijiil in tliis shape passed. 

[Tliis amendment was not concurred in nor 
ever acted on by the House.] 

Jnhrl^ilh. — Mr. Dunn, of Ind., called np a bill 
" To reorganize the Territory of Kansas and for 
otlier purposes," which hn had originally ( July 
7th) proposed as a substitute for the Senate biil 
(N't) 356) aforesaid. Its length, and the substan- 
tial identity of many of its provisions with these 
of other bills organizing Territories contained 
in this volume, dissuade us from quoting it 
entire. It provides for a legislative election on 
the first Tuesday in November next ; and sec- 
tion 15 proceeds: 

§ 15. Aiul he it further enacted. That all suits, pro- 
cesses, and proceedings, civil and criminal, at law and 
in chancery, and all Indictments and informations which 
BimU be pending and undetermined in the courts of the 
Territory of Kansas or of New-Mexico, when this act 
shaU take effect, shall remain in said courts where pend- 
ing, to be heard, tried, prosecuted, and determined in 
such courts us though this act had not been passed : 
I'ri'viiled, nevertkeletK, That all criminal prosecutions 
now pending In any of the courts of t^e Territory of Kan- 
sas imputing to any person or persons the crime of trea- 
son against the United States, and g 11 criminal prosecu- 
tions, t)y information or Indictment, against any person or 
pernousforany alleged violation or disregard whatever of 
what are usually known as the laws of the I-egislatureof 
hansas, shall be forthwith dismissed by the courts where 
such prosecutions moy be pending, and every person 



who may be restrained of his liberty by reason of said 
prosecutions, shall be released therefrom without delay. 
Nor shall there hereafter be Instituted any criminal 
prosecution, in any of the courts of the United States, or 
of said Territory, against any person or persons for any 
such charge of treason In said Territory prior to the pas- 
sage of this act, or any violation or disregard of said 
Legislative enactments at any time. 

§ 23 grants to every actual settler a right of 
preemption to the quarter-section of public 
land improved and occupied by him in said 
Territory of Kansas, prior to Jan. 1st, 1858. 

The two last and most important sections of 
Mr. Dunn's bill are verbatim as follows : 

§ 24. And be it further enacted, Tliat so much of the 
fourteenth section, and also so nmch of the thirty -second 
section, of the act passed at the first session of the thirty- 
third CongresSjCommonly known as the Kansas-Nebraska 
act, as reads as follows, to wit : " Except the eighth sec- 
tion of the act preparatory to the admission of Missouri 
into the Union, approved March 6, 1S20, which being in- 
consistent with the principle of non-intervention by Con. 
gress with Slavery in the States and Territories as recog- 
nized by the legislation of 1850, commonly called tiie 
Compromise Measures, is hereby declared inoperative 
and void ; it being the true intent and meaning of this 
act not to legislate Slavery into any Territory or State, 
nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave the people there- 
of perfectly free to form and regulate their domestic in- 
stitutions in their own way, subject only to the Consti- 
tution of the United States : 1'rovide.d, That nothing 
herein contained shall be construed to revive or put iu 
force any law or regulation which may have existed 
prior to the act of 6th March, 1S20, either protecting, es- 
tablisliing, prohibiting or abolishingslavery"— be and the 
same is hereby repealed, and the said eighth section of 
said act of the Ctli of March, 1620, is hereby revived and 
declared to be in full force and effect within the said 
Territories of Kansas and Nebraska : Provided, how- 
ever. That any person lawfully held to service in either 
of said Territories shall not be discharged from such 
service by reason of such repeal and revival of said 
eighth section, if such person shall be permanently re- 
moved from such Territory or Territories prior to the 1st 
day of January, 1S5S : and any child or children born 
in either of said Tenitories, of any female lawfully held 
to service, if L'l like manner removed without said Terri- 
tories before the expiration of that date, shall not be, 
by reason of anything in this act, emancipated from 
any service it might have owed had this act never been 
passed: A7id provided further, 'thai any person law- 
fully held to service In any other State or Territory of the 
United States, and escaping into either the Territory of 
Kansas or Nebraska, may be reclaimed and removed to 
the person or place where such service is due, under any 
law of the United States which shall be in force upon 
the subject. 

§ 26. And be it further enacted, That all other parts of 
the aforesaid Kansas-Nebraska act which relate to the 
said Territory of Kansas, and every other law or usage 
having, or which is pretended to have, any force or eBect 
in said Territory in conflict with the previsions or the 
spirit of this act, except such laws of Congress and treaty 
stipulations as relate to the Indians, are hereby repealed 
and declared void. 

Mr. Dunn, having cai led a reference to the 
Committee of the Whole, of a bill intrtuiuccd 
by Mr. Grow, repealing all the acts of the al- 
leged Territorial Legislature of Kansas, now 
moved and carried a reconsideration of that 
vote, and proceeded to the striking out of 
Mr. Grow's bill and the insertion of his own as 
a substitute. The motion prevailed. Where- 
upon Mr. Dunn moved the previous question on 
ordering this bill to be engrossed and read a 
third time, which prevailed— Yeas, 92; Nays, 86 
— and then the bill passed— Yeas, 88 ; Nays, 14. 

This bill was not acted on by the Senate. 

1 he House, iu the course of its action on the 
several Annual Appropriation bills, affixed to 
several of them, respectively, proviso.-a, abol- 
ishing, repealing or suspending the various ob- 
noxious acta of the Territorial Legislature ; but 
all these were resisted by the Senate and were 
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ultimately given up by th . House, save one 
appropriating $20,000 tbr the pay and expeuaes 
of tlie next Territorial Legislature, wliich the 
Senate gave up, on finding itself in serious dis- 
agreement with the House, and thus secured 
tlie passage of the Civil Appropriation bill. 
Finally, the two Houses were at odds, on a pro- 
viso forbidding the employment of the Army to 
enforce the acts of the Shawnee Mission assem- 
blage, claiming to bo a Territorial Legislature 
of Kansas, when at noon on the 18th of Au- 
gust the sner-ker's hammer fell, anouncing the 
termination of the session, leaving the Army 
bill nnpassp.d. But President Pierce imme- 
diately issued a proclamation convening an extra 
session on the 21st (Thursday), when the two 
Houses reconvened accordingly,and a full quo- 
rum of each was found to be present. The 
House promptly repassed the army bill, again 
affixing a proviso forbiding the use" of the army 
to enforce the disputed Territorial laws, which 
|)roviso the Senate as promptly struck out, and 
tile House as promptly reinserted. The Senate 
insisted on its disagreement, but asked no con- 
ference, and the House (Aug. 22d) by a close 
vote decided to adhere to its proviso : Veas, 97 ; 
Nays, 93 ; but one of the yeas (Bocock of Va.) 
was so given in order tc be able to move a re- 
consideration ; so that the true division was 
tm to a-l, which was the actual division on a 
motion by Mr. Cobb of Ga. that the House re- 
cede from its position. Finally, a motion to 
reconsider was made and laid on the table ; 
Yeas, 97 ; Nays, 96 ; and the House thereupon 
adjourned^ 

Aitg. 2iJd. — The Senate also voted to ad- 
here : Yeas, 35 ; Ifays, 9. 

Mr. Clayton proposed a committee of Confer- 
ence, to which Mp. Seward objected. No ac- 
tion 

In the House, Mr. Campbell, of Ohio, proposed 
a similiar Committee of Conference. Objected 
to. 

Mr. Cobb, of Ga., moved that the House re- 
cede from its Kansas proviso. Defeated : Yeas, 
97 ; Nays, loO. Adjourned. 

The struggle fcr the passage of the bill with 
or without the proviso continued until Saturday, 
August 30th, when, several members, hostile 
to the proviso, and hitherto absent, unpaired, 
having returned, the House again passed the 
Army bill with the proviso modified as follows : 

Providf fJ, howevei-, that no part of the military force 
of tlie United States, for the support of wliich appro- 
priations are made by tliis act, shall be employed in aid 
of the enforcement of any enactments heretofore made 
by the body claiming to be the Territorial Legislature 
of Kansas. 

The bill passed as reported (under the Pre- 
vious Question) : Yeas, 99 ; Nays, 79 ; and was 
siMit to tlie Senate, where the above proviso 
iviis stricken out : Yeas, 2G ; Nays, 7 ; and the 
bill thus returned to tiie House, when the Seii- 
aic'd amendment wai concurred in: Yeas, lol ; 
Nays, 97. 

So the proviso was beaten at last, and the bill 
passed, with no restriction on the President's 
tiiscretion in the use of the Array in Kansas ; 
ju>t as all attempts of the House to direct 
the J're.sident to have a noWe/>rosey«t entered 
in the case of the Free-State prisoners in Kan- 
sas charged with aiding the formation and' 



adoption of the Free-State constitution as afore- 
said, had been previoifsly beaten, aftar prevail- 
ing in the House— the Senate striking them out 
and the House (by union of nearly all tlie sup. 
porters of Fillmore with nearly or quite all 
those supporting Buchanan) finally acquiescing. 

The 3-tth Congress reassembled on the 1st of 
December. Since the adjournment from tlio 
last session the presidential election had t!ik(!ii 
place, resulting in the election of James 
Buchanan as President. The popular vote gave 
neither of the three candidates a majority, in 
the Free States the election was hotly contested 
and a very large vote polled. In the Southern 
States the vote was small, as no issue was pre- 
sented to the people, it being claimed by 
their respective partisans, that both the candi- 
dates (Buchanan and Fillmore) voted for iu 
that section were equally Pro-Slavery. But the 
pro-slavery leaders had declared in ftvvor of 
Buchanan, and he consequently received large 
majorities in nearly every Slave State. 

On the first day of the session, Kansas afTairs 
came 'ip in the House on an objection to adiiiit 
J. W. Whitfield to a seat as a delegate, the ob- 
jection being that the border ruffian laws under 
which he had been elected were " null and 
void." 

Mr. Grow spoke against admitting Whitfield, 
and quoted from a speech of Mr. Clayton (a 
short time before his decease) in the Senate. 
Mr. Clayton, in speaking of these laws, said : 

Now, sir, let me allude to that subject which is the 
great cause of all this discord between the two Houses. 
'I'he unyittit iniijuiioun, oppressive and infamiun lavst 
enacted by the Kansas Legislature, as it is called, ought 

to be repealed before we adjourn." 

What are these laws? One of them sends a man to hard 
labor for not less than two years for daring to discuss 
the question whether Slavery exists, or does not exist, 
in Kansas : not less than two years — it may be fifty ; and 
if a. man could live as old as Methuselah, it niiglit be 
over nine hundred years. That act prohibits all freedom 
of discussion in Kansas on tlie great subject directly re- 
ferred to the exclusive decision of the people in that 
Territory ; strikes down the liberty of the press too ; and 
is an act egreg'.ously tyrannical as ever was attempted 
by any of the Stuarts, Tudors or I'lautagcnets of En- 
gland, and this Senate persists in declaring that we are 
not to repeal that 1 

Sir, let us tender to the House of Representatives the 
repeal of that and all other objectionable and infamous 
laws tfiat were passed by that Legislature. I include in 
this denunciation, without any hesitation, those acta 
wliich prescribe that a man sliall not even practice law 
in the Territory unless he swears to support the Fugitive 
Slave Law ; tliat lie shall not vote at any election, or be 
a member of the Legislature, unless he swears to support 
the Fugitive .Slave Law ; that he shall not hold any office 
of honor or trust there, unless he swears to support the 
Fugitive Slave Law; and you may as well impose just 
sucli a test oath fur any other and every other law. . . 
I will not go through the whole catalogue of the oppres- 
sive laws of this Territory. I have done that before to- 
day. There are others as bad as these to which 1 have 

now referred I will not, on the other hand, 

ever degrade myself by standing for an instant by tliose 
abominable and iufatnoiiH laws which I denounced 
here this morning. AViiat I desire now is, that the Senate 
of the United States shall wasli its hands of all participa- 
tion in these iniquities by repealing those laws. 

On Dec. 2nd, President Pierce sent his annual 
message to the two Houses of Congress, In re- 
ferring to the late election, the President says: 

It {g Impossible to misapprehend the great principles 
which, by their recent political action, the people of the 
United States have sanctioned and announced. 

They have asserted the Constitutional equality of each 
and all of the States of the Union as States ; they have 
affirmed the constitutional equality of each and all ot 
the citizens of the United States as citizens, whatever 
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their religion, wherever their birth, or their residence ; 
they havo iiiaiiitained the inviolability of the coiistitu- 
lional rights of the different sections of the Union ; and 
they liave proclaimed their devoted and unalterable at- 
tachment to the Union and the Constitution, as objects 
of interest sujiei ior to all subjects of local or sectional 
controversy, as the safeguard of the rights of all as the 
spirit and true essence of the liberty, peace, and great- 
ness of the liepublic. 

In doing llils, they have, at the same time, emphati- 
ciilly condemned the idea of organizing in these United 
States mere geographical parties ; of marshalling in hos- 
tile array towards each other the different parts of the 
country, No. tli or Soutli, East or West. 

gclisuies of this nature, fraught with incalculable mis- 
chief, and which the considerate sense of the people has 
lejected, could have had countenance in no part of the 
count: y, had they not been disguised by suggestions 
plausible ia ajipearance, acting upon an excited state of 
the pubKc mind, induced by causes temporary in their 
cliaracler, and it is to be hoped transient in tlieir influ- 
ence. 

Perfect liberty of association for political objects and 
the widest scope of discussion are the received and ordi- 
nary conditions of government in our country. Our in- 
stitutions, framed In the spirit of confidence in the intel- 
ligence and integrity of the people, do not forbid citizens, 
either individually or associated togctlier, to attack by 
wilting, speecli, or any other methods short of physical 
force, ilie Constitution and the very existence of the 
Union. Under the slielter of this great liberty, and pro- 
tected by tlie laws and usages of ihe government they 
assail, associations have been formed in some of the 
Stales, of individuals who, pretending to seelc only to 
prevent the spread of the institution of Slavery into the 
present or future inchoate States of the Union, are really 
inQamed v^itli desire to change the domestic insticutions 
of existing States. To accomplish their objects, they 
dedicate theinseires to the odious taslt of depreciating 
the Govertnuent organization which stands in their way, 
and of calunuiiating, with indiscrlminating invective, not 
only the citizens of particular States, with whose laws 
they find fault, but all others of their fellow-citizens 
throughout the country, who do not participate with 
them in their assaults upon the Constitution, framed and 
adopted by our fathers, and claiming for the privileges 
It has secured, and the blessings it has conferred, the 
steady support and grateful reverence of their children. 
They seek an object which they well know to be a revo- 
lutionary one. aiiey are perfectly a\vare that the change 
in the relative condition of the white and black races in 
the slaveholding States, which they would promote, is 
beyond their lawful authority ; that to them it is a for- 
eign object; that it cannot be effected by any peaceful 
Insirunientaiity of theirs ; that for them, and the States 
of which they are citizens, the only path to its accom- 
plishment is through burning cities, and ravaged fields, 
and slaugJitered populations, and all there is most terri- 
ble in foreign, complicated with civil and servile war ; 
and that the Srst step in the attempt is the forcible dis- 
ruption of a country embracing in its broad bosom a 
degree of liberty, and an amount of individual and pub- 
lic prosperity to which there Is no parallel in history, 
and substituting in Its place liostile governments, driven 
at once and inevitably into mutual devastation and 
fratricidal carnage, transforming the now peaceful and 
felicitous brothe.hood into a vast permanent camp of 
armed men, like the rival monarchies of Europe and 
Asia. Well knowing that sucli, and sucli only, are the 
means and the consequences of their plans and purposes, 
they endeavor to prepare the people of the United 
States for civil war by doing everything in their power 
to deprive the Constitution and the laws of moral 
authoiity, and to undermine the fabric of the Union by 
appeals to passion and sectional prejudice, by indoctrin- 
ating its people with reciprocal hatred, and by educat- 
ing them to stand face to face as enemies, rather than 
shoulder to shoulder as friends. 

It is by the agency of such unwarrantable interference, 
foreign and domestic, that the minds of many, otherwise 
good citizens, have been so inflamed into the passionatit 
'joiidemnatiou of the domestic Institutions of the Southern 
States, us at lengtli to pass insensibly to almost equally 
passionate hostility toward their fellow-citisens of those 
States, and thus, finally, to fall into tlie temporary fel- 
lowship with the avowed and active enemies of the Con- 
stltution. Ardently attached to liberty in the abstract, 
they do not stop to consider praetlcully how the objects 
they would attain can be accomplished, nor to reflect 
tliat, even if the evil were as great as they deem it, they 
have no remedy to apply, and that it can be only aggra- 
vated by ilieir violence and unconslitvtional action. A 
question which is one of the most difficult of all the 



problems of social institutions, political economy, and 
statesmanship, they treat wiili unreasonable intempe- 
rance of thuuglit and language. Exireiiies beget ex- 
tremes. Violent alt;ick from tliu North finds its inevitable 
consiquence in tlie growth of a spirit of angry defl:tnce at 
the South. Thus, in the progress of events, we had 
reache<l the consummation which the voice of tiie peojile 
has now so pointedly rebuked, of tlie attempt of a portion 
of the States, by a sectional organization and movement, 
to usurp the control of the Uovernuient of the United 
States. 

I confidently believe that the great body of those who 
inconsiilerately took this fatal step are sincerely attached 
to the Constitution and the Union. They would, upim 
deliberation, slirink with unaffected horror from any con- 
scious act of disunion or civil war. But they have 
entered into a path whicli lea<ls nowhere, unless it be to 
civil war and disunion, and whicli has no other possible 
outlet. Tiiey have proceeded thus far in tliat direction 
in consequence of the successive stages of their progress 
having consisted of a series of secondary issues, each of 
which prufessed to be confined within consiitutlunal and 
peaceful limits, but which attempted indirectly what Ivw 
men were willing to do directly ; that is, to act aggressively 
against tiic constitutional riglits of neatly oue-liair of the 
thirty-one States. 

In the long series of acts of indirect appression, th'j 
first was the strenuous agitation, by citizens of tlic 
Northern States, in Congress and out of it, of the question 
of negro emancipation in tlie Southern Slates. 

In reference to the repeal of the Mis.'sotiri 
Compromise, and the legislative power of Con- 
gress over the Territories, the Prosiileiu enys : 

The enactment whicli established the restrictive geo- 
graphical line, was acquiesced in, rather than approved, 
by the Slates of the Union. Itstood on the statute-book, 
howeVfr, for a number of years; and tlie people of the 
respective States acquiesceil in tliu reenactnient of tlie 
principle as applied to the State of Texas; ai:d it was 
proposed to acquiesce in its further application to ilic 
territory acquired by the United States from Mexico. 
Uut this proposition was successfully resisted l)y the re- 
presentatives from the Nurlhern States, who, regardless 
of the statute line, insisted upon applying restriction to tlie 
new territory generally, whether lying north or south of 
it, thereby repealing it as a legislative compromise, and, 
on the part of the Norlli, persistently violating the com- 
pact, if compact there was. 

Tiiereupon, this enactment ceased to have binding virtue 
in any sense, whether as respects the North or the South ; 
and so in effect it was treated on the occasion of the ad- 
mission of the State of California, and the organization 
of the Territories of New Mexico, Utah and Washington. 

Such was the state of this question when the time 
.arrived for the organization of the Territories of Kansas 
and Nebraska, in the progress of constitutional inquiry 
and reflection, it had now at length come to be seen 
clearly that Congress does not possess constitutional 
power to impose restrictions of this character upon any 
]>resent or future State of tlie Union. In a long series of 
decisions, on the fullest argument, and after the most 
deliberate c<inbiileration,theSuprettie Court of the United 
States had finally determined this point in every form 
under which the question could arise, wliether as affect ing 
public or private rights— in questions of the public do- 
main, of religion, of navigation, and of servitude. 

The sever.-d States of the Union are, by force of the 
Constitution, coequal in domestic legislative power. Con- 
gress cannot change a law of domestic relation in tlie 
State of Maine: no more can it in the Stale of Missouri. 
Any statute which proposes to do tliis is a mere nullity ; 
it takes away no right, it confers none. If it remains on 
the statute-book unrepealed, it remains there only as a 
monument of error, and a beacon of warning to the 
legisla,tor and the statesman. To repeal it will be only to 
remove imperfection from the statutes, without affecting, 
either in tlie sense of permission or of prohibition, tlie 
action of the Stales, or of their citizens. 

Still, when the nominal restriction of this nature, 
already a dead letter in law, was in terms repi'ialed by 
the last Congress, in a clause of the act organizing the 
Territories of Kansas and Nebraska, that repeal was made 
the occasion of a wide spread and dangerous agitation. 

It was alleged that the original enactment being a 
compact of perpetual moral obligation, its repeal con- 
Etituted an odious breach of faith. 

On the motion to print the Message and a':- 
companying documents, Mr. Hale, of N. H., 
said : 

I look on the message of the President as n most un- 
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fortunate one. 1 have no desire to say anything which 
shall be construed into a want of courtesy, kindness, or 
respect for him. I mean all ^ue courtesy, kindness and 
respect. Ills situation is certainly such as to appeal to 
the n.Hgnanlraity rattier than provoke the hostility of 
his opponents. If he had been content to submit to it, 
and go out, as it seemed to be the wish of his friends and 
foes tliat he should, without attempting to make such 
a charge as this against his political opponents, I should 
certainly have been content. 

But, sir, this message of the President is an arraign- 
ment of a vast majority of the people of eleven States of 
tills Union of want of fidelity to their constitufionul 
obligations, and of hostility to the Union and Constitution 
of these States. I deny it totally. More than that ; the 
President of the United States, by virtue of the privileges 
conferred on him by the Constitution, charges upon the 
tunjoriry of tlie people of these Statps, In the exercise of 
their constitutional prerogative of roting for whom ihey 
please, the high offense of endeavoring to " usurp "—this 
is his very language—" the control of the Goveriimeni of 
the United States." "Usurp," if lexicographers under- 
stand ttie meaning of tlie word, is " to seize by force 
without riglit," I have observed in the liistory of the 
past few months no attempt in any section of the country, 
last and least in that section which tlie President arraign.'', 
to seize upon power in this Government except by the 
regular constitutional discharge of the people's obligu- 
lions and duties as citizens going to the polls in the 
exercise of their elective franchise. Again, sir, I have 
not heard from a single citizen of tliose States an iniitiia- 
tion, that if they should fail in the canva>3 upon which 
they had entered and in which tliey were striving to 
secure a majority in the councils of this Government, 
they were to do anything else but submit quieily and 
peacealjly to the constitutionally expressed will of a 
majorhy. 

Mr. Seward, of N. Y., said : 

The President, I think, has departed f.om a customary 
couree which was well established by his predecessors; 
that was to confine the annual message of the Executive 
to legitimate matters of legislation whicli must neces- 
sarily occupy the attention of Congress, and leave 
partisan disputes, occurring among tlie people, to the 
consideration and reflection of tlie peophi themselves. 
Tli>3 President of the United States was tlie first one, I 
tliink, to depart from that course in his Inaugural Ad- 
dress; and, if I remember aright, he continued this 
departure in his first message anil second message, lie 
has been uncorrected, or rather unreformed in his erro- 
neous course ; he goes through to the end in the same 
course. I am willing, for m.v own jiart, thai he, like all 
the rest of us, shall have lut speech— shall assign his 
reasons and his vindication fur his policy. I do not 
question his right ; I do not dispute it. Whatever I 
have thought necessary to submit to {.ny portion of my 
countrymen In regard to the canvass which is past, has 
been submitted in the right time, in the right place, and 
I trust, in the right spirit. I am willing to allow the 
President of the United States the same opportunity 
which you and I and all others have enjoyed. 

Mr. Mason, of Va., said : 

Mr. President: the constant and obstinate agitation of 
questions connected with the institution of Slavery, has 
brought, I am satisfied, the public mind in those States 
where the institution prevails, to the conviction that the 
preservation of that ioiJtitution rests with themselves and 
with themselves only. Therefore, at this day, when it is 
the pleasure of Senators again to bring that institution 
under review upon this floor, in any connection what- 
ever, as one of the Representatives of the South, I take 
no further interest in the discussion, or in the opinion 
which is entertained at the North in relation to it, than 
OS it may confirm the hope that there is a public senti- 
ment at the North yet remaining, which unites with the 
South in the desire to perpetuate the Union, and that, by 
the aid of that public sentiment at the North, the Union 
will be preserved. But further than that, as a statesman, 
and as one representing a Southern State, where that 
institution prevails more largely than in any other, the 
public sentimeat of the North is a matter indifferent to 
me, because I say again, we have attained the convic- 
tion that the safety of that institution will rest, must 
rest, and should rest, with the people of the States only 
where it prevails. 

Mr. Wilson, of Mass., said : 

The party to which reference has been made in this 
message— for I take it thUi assault of the President of the 
United States is upon the Republican party, and the 
people who supported that organization in the last 



election— stands before the country with Its opinions 
clearly expressed and openly avowed. It has a riglit to 
clidm from the President of the United States— it has a 
right to claim from honorable Senators here — it has a 
right to claim before the country that it shall stand upon 
its broad and open declarations of principle. How does 
it stand? It accepts the Declaration of Independence 
and the Constitution of the United States as its funda- 
mental creei of doctrine. It claims that Congress hiis a 
right to legislate for the Territories of the United States, 
and to exclude Shivery from them. It avows its deter- 
mination to exercise that power. It has a right to ask 
of the President, and the country, that it shall be judged 
by its open and avowed declarations, and shall not be 
misrepresented, as it has been misrepresented in tliis 
document by the President of the United States. The 
declaration is broadly made here, not only that these 
men are sectionalists— not only that they have gotten 
up a sectional warfare, but that they are maintaining 
doctrines hostile to tlie perpetuity of the Union. Now, 
sir, let me say here to-day, that I do not know a man in 
the Pree States who supported John C. Fremont in the 
last presidential election, not one of the one millioa 
three hundred thousand Intelligent freemen who sup- . 
ported that nomination, that ever avowed his intention 
to go for a dissolution of this Union ; but at all times, on 
all occasions, in public and in private, they have avo»vcd 
tlieir devotion to the Union, and their intention to main- 
tain and defend it. 

Let me say further, that the men in this country, wlio 
avow themselves to be disunionists, that squad, which, 
during the last thirty years, on all fit and unfit occasions, 
in moments cf excitement and moments of calm, have 
avowed themselves disunionists, liave, as a body, en 
masse, supported the Democratic party. Tlie whole 
southern heavens have been darkened during the last 
four months by tlie black banners of disuniey that have 
floated in the breeze. 

Mr. Puglt, of Oitio, defended the Presldeiit 
against tlie construction put on certain parts of 
llitj message by other Senators. He said : 

My colleague (Mr. Wade) asserts that the President 
has employed libellous terms in speaking of a large 
number of our common constituents, who voted for Col. 
Fremont at the last election. If the charges were true 
in any sense, I should unite with my colleague in the 
condemnation which he has pronouticed ; for although I 
would have deplored the election of Col. Preniont as the 
greatest calamity that could befall the Aiiier.can people, 
I feel bound to render ray t ibute of re-'ipect to those 
honest, patriotic, but as I think, misguided, cit'.zeiis of 
Ohio, who voted for him. The paragraph upon wliicli 
my colleague bused this accusation, is the one which I 
now send to the secretary's desk. (Here the secretary 
read tlie part of the message quoted aliove, beginning, 
" Our institutions framed" and down to " rather iliaii 
shoulder to shoulde • as friends.") It is (continued Mr. 
Pugh) impossible that this paragraph should apply to 
the members of the Republican party, if, as now asserted, 
tliey do not aim at tlie abolition by Congress of Slavery 
within the States. It is directed against these who hold 
that doctrine. It refers to the men whom the Senator 
from Mass. (Mr. Wilson) and the Senator from Ma'nc 
(Mr..FeGsendeii) themselves have denounced on the floor. 

THK LECOMPTON COSSTITUTIOS. 

On tlie 8th December, 1857, Presidunt Bli- 
tihaiiaii transmitted to Congress his first annual 
nie.ssage. He devotes considerable space to the 
subject of Slavery, giving a history of the forma- 
tion of the Lecompton Constitution for Kansas, 
and announcing the doctrine that the Constitu- 
tion of its own force carries Slavery into all the 
Territories. Speaking of this subject, he says : 
" In emerging from the condition of Territorial 
dependence into that of a sovereign State, it 
was their duty, in my opinion, to make known 
their will by the votes of the majority, on the 
direct question, whether this important domestic 
institution should or should not continue to 
exist ;" and that the slaves now in Kansas " w^re 
brought Into the Territory under the Constitu- 
tion of the United States." 

The following is the part of the message 
referring to Kansas affairs : 
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It !s unnecessary to state in fietail the alarming con- 
dition of tlio Territory of Kansas at the time of my in- 
auguration. The opposing parties then stood In hostile 
array against each otlier, and any accident miglit have 
relighted the flames of civil war. Besides, at this critical 
moment, Itansas was left without a governor by the 
resignation of Governor Geary. 

On tlie 19th of February previous, the Territorial legis- 
l.iture had passed a law providing for the election of de- 
legates on the fliird Monday of June, to a convention 
to meet on the first Monday in September, for the pur- 
pose of framing a constitution preparatory to admission 
Into tlie Union. This law was in the main fair and just • 
and it is to be regretted that all the qualified electors 
had not registered themselves and voted under its pro- 
visions. 

At tlie time of the election for delegates, an extensive 
organization existed in the Territory, whose avowed ob- 
ject it was, if need be, to put down the lawful govprn- 
nient by force, and to establish a pivernment of their 
own under tlie so-called Topeka Constitution. The per- 
sons attached to this revolutionary organization ab- 
stained from tailing any part in the election. 

The act of the Territorial legislature had omitted to 
provide for submitting to the people the constitution 
which might be framed by the Convention ; and in the 
excited state of public feeling throughout Kansas, an 
apprehension extensively prevailed that a design ex- 
isted to force upon them a constitution, in relation to 
Slavery, against their will. In this emergency it became 
my duty, as it was my unquestionable right, having in 
view tlie union of all good citizeas in support of the Ter- 
ritorial laws, to express an opinion on the true const-'uc- 
tion of the provisions concerning Slavery contained in 
the organic act of Congress of the 30th May, 1S54. Con- 
gress declared it to be "the true intent and meaning of 
tills act not. to legislate Slavery into anv Territory or 
State, nor to exclude it therefrom, but to leave the peo- 
ple thereof perfectly free to form and regulate their 
domestic institutions in their own way." Under it 
Kansas, " when admited as a State," was to " be re- 
ceived into the Union with or without Slavery as their 
constitution may prescribe at the time of their admis- 
sion." 

Did Congress mean by this language that the delegates 
elected to frame a constitution, should have authority 
finally to decide the question of Slavery, or did they in- 
tend, by leaving it to the people, that tlie people of Kan- 
sas themselves should decide this question by a direct 
vote? On this subject I confess I had never entertained 
a serious doubt, and, therefore, in my instructions to 
Governor Walker of the 26th March last, I merely said 
that when «' a constitution shall be submitted to the peo- 
ple of the Territory, tiiey must be protected in the exer- 
cise of their right of voting for or against that instru- 
ment, and the fair expression of the popular will must 
not be interrupted by fraud or violence." 

_ In expressing this opinion it was far from my inten- 
tion to uiterfere with the decision of the people of Kan- 
sas, either for or against Slavery. From this I have 
always carefully abstained. Intrusted with the duty 
of taking care that the law.s be faithfully executed," 
fy only desire was that the people of Kansas should 
furnish to Congress the evidence required by tlie organic 
act. whether for or against Slavery ; and in this man- 
ner smooth their passage into the Union. In emerging 
from the condition of Territorial dependence into that of 
a sovereign State, it was their duty, in niy opinion, to 
make known their will by the votes of the majority, on 
the direct question, whether this important domestic in- 
stitutioii should or sJwulrl not continue to exint. In- 
deed this was the only possible mode in which their will 
could be authentically ascertained. 

The election of delegates to a convention must neces- 
sarily take place in separate districts. From this cause 
It may readily happen, as has often been the case, that 
a majority of the people of a State or Territory are on 
one side of a question, whilst a majority of the represen- 
i-ilves from the several districts into which it is divided 
may be upon the otliw side. This arises from the fact 
wat m some districts delegates may be elected by small 
majorities, whilst in others those of difl-erent sentiments 
uiiiy receive majorities sufficiently great not only to 
overcome the votes given for the former, but to leave 
a arge majority of the whole people in direct oppo- 
sition to a mnjority of the delegates. Besides, our his- 
wry proves that influences may be brought to bear on 
ine representative sufficiently powerful to induce him to 
aiaregard the will of his constituents. The truth is, that 
„° °. f . authentic and satisfactory mode exists of 
Mcertaining the will of a majority of the people of any 
Hnl i-?' <"» important and exciting ques- 

uon hke that of Slavery in Kansas, except by leaving it 
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to a direct vote. How wise, then, was it for Congress to 
pass over all subordinate and intermediate agencies 
and proceed directly to the source of all legitimate 
power under our institutions ! 

How vain woulii any other principle prove in prao. 
tice ! This may be illustrated by the case of Kansas 
Should she be admitted into the Union witli a constilu'- 
tion either maintaining or abolishing Slavery, against the 
sentiment of the people, this could have no oilier eiTect 
than to continue and to exasperate the existing agita- 
tion during the brief period required to make the con- 
stitution conform to the irresistible will of the majority 
The friends and supporters of the Nebras-ka and Kan- 
sas act. when struggling on a recent occasion to sustain 
its wise provisions before the great tribujial of the Ame- 
rican people, never differed about its true meaning on 
this subject. Everywhere throughout the Union they 
publicly pledged their faith and their honor that they 
would cheerfully submit the question of f-lavery to the 
decision of the bona fide people of Kansas, without any 
restriction or qualification whatever. All were cordially 
united upon the great doctrine of popular sovereignty 
■which IB the vital principle of our free institutions. Had it' 
then, been insinuated from any quarter that it would be* 
a sufficient compliance with the requisitions of the or- 
ganic law for the members of a convention, Ihercafi^r to 
be elected, to withhold the question of .«Iavei v from the 
people, and to substitute their own will for' that of a 
legally-ascertained majority of all their constituents, this 
would have been instantly rejected. Everywhere thcv 
remained true to the resolution adopted on a celebrated 
occasion recognizing " the right of the people of all the 
reri'.toiies— including Kansas and Nebraska, ac'ing 
through the legally and fairly expressed will of a major- 
ity of actual residents, and whenever the number of 
their inhabitants justified it— to form a constitution with 
or witliout Slavery, and be admitted into the Union 
upon terms of perfect equality with the oilier States " 

The Convention to frame a constitution fnr Kansas 
met on the first Monday of September last. They were 
called together by virtue of an act of the Territorial 
legislature, whose lawful existence had be. n recognized 
by Congress in different forms and by different enact- 
ments. A large proportion of the citizens of Kansss did 
not think proper to register their names and to vote at 
the election for delegates ; but an opportunity to ao this 
having been fairly aObrded, their refusal to avail them- 
selves of their right could in no manner affect tiie legal- 
ity of the convention. 

This Convention proceeded to frame a constitution for 
Kansas, and finally adjourned on the 7th dav of No- 
vember. But little difficulty occurred in the Convention, 
except on the subject of Slavery. The truth is, that the 
general provisions of our recent State constitutions are 
so similar, and, I may add, so excellent, that the differ- 
ence between tliem is not essential. Under the earlier 
practice of the Government, no constitution framed by 
the convention of a Territory preparatory to its admis- 
sion into the Union as a State had been submitted to the- 
people. I trust, however, the example set by the last 
Congress, requiring that the constitution of Minnesota 
"sliould be subject to the approval and ratification of 
the people of the proposed State," mav be followed on 
future occasions. I took it for rranted tliat the Conven- 
tion of Kansas would act in accordance with this exam- 
pie, founded as it is, on correct principles : and hence 
my instructions to Governor Walker, in favor of sub- 
mitting the constitution to the people, were expressed in 
general and unqualified terms. 

In the Kansas-Nebraska act, however, this require- 
ment, as applicable to the whole constitution, had not 
been inserted, and the Convention were not bound by 
its terms to submit any other portion of the instrument- 
to an election, except that which relates to the " domes- 
tic institution " of Slavery. This will be rendered cleaf 
by a simple reference to its language. It was " not to 
legislate Slavery into any Territory or State, nor to 
exclude it therefrom, but to leave the people thereof per- 
fectly freo to form and regulate their domestic institu- 
tions in their own way." According to the plain con- 
struction of the sentence, the words " domestic institu- 
tions " have a direct as they have an appropriate refer* 
ence to Slavery. " Domestic institutions " are limited to 
the family. The relation between master and slave and. 
a few others are " domestic institutions," and are- en- 
tirely distinct from institutions of a political character. 
Besides, there was no question then before Congress, nor 
indeed has there since been any serious question before 
the people of Kansas or the country, except that which 
relates to the " domestic institution " of Slavery. 

The Convention, after an angry and excited debate, 
finally determined, by a majority of only two, to submit 
the question of Slavery to the people, though at the last 
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forty-th! ee of the fifty delegates present affixed their 
signatures to the constitution. 

A large majority of the Convention were In favor of 
estabUsliing Slavery in Kansas. They accordingly in- 
serted an article in the constitution for this purpose 
tiiinilar in form to those which had been adopted by 
other Territorial conventions. In the schedule, how- 
ever, providing for the transition from a Territorial to a 
btate government, the question has been fairly and ex- 
plicitly referred to the people, whether they will have a 
constitution " with or without Slavery." It declares that, 
before the constitution adopted by the Conventioa 
" shall be sent to Congress for admission into the i 'lion 
as a State," an election shall be held to decide this ques- 
tion, at which all the white male inhabitants of the Ter- 
ritory above the age of 21 are entitled to vote. They 
are to vote by ballot ; and " the ballots cast at said 
election shall be indorsed 'constitution with Slavery,' 
and ' constitution with no Slavery.' " If there be a 
majority in favor of the the " constitution with Sla- 
very," then it is to be transmitted to Congress by the 
president of the Convention ia its original form. If, on 
the contrary, tliere shall be a majority in favor of the 
" constitution with no Slavery," " then the article pro- 
viding for Slavery shall be stricken from the constitu- 
tion by the president of this Convention ;" and it is 
expressly declared tliat " no Slavery oiis'l exist in the 
State of Kansas, except that the vight af property in 
slaves now in the Territory stiall in no manner be inter- 
fered with ;" and in that event it is made his duty to 
have the constituiion thus ratified, transmitted to the 
Congress of the United States, for the admission of ttte 
State into the Union. 

At tliis election, every citizen will have an opportu- 
nity of expressing hi., opinion by his vote "whether 
Kansas shall be received into the Union with or without 
Slavery," and thus tliis exciting question may be peace- 
fully settled in the very mode required by the organic 
law. The election will be held under legitimate author- 
ity, and If any portion of the inhabitants shall refuse to 
vote, a fair opportunity to do so having been presented, 
this will be tiie> own voluntary act, and tliey alone 
will be responsible for the consequences. 

Whether Kansas shall be a free or a slave State, must 
eventually, under some authority, be decided by an 
election ; and the question can never be more clearly 
or distinctly presented to the people than it is at the 
present moment. Should this opportunity be rejected, 
she may be involved for years in domestic discord, and 
possibly in civil war, before she can again malte up the 
issue now so fortunately tendered, and again reacli the 
point she has already attained. 

Kansas has for some years occupied too much of the 
public attention. It is high time this should be directed 
to far more important objects. When once admitted 
into the Union, whether with or without Slavery, the 
excitement beyond her own limits will speedily pass 
away, and she will then, for the first time, be left, as she 
ought to have been long since, to manage her own 
affairs in her own way. If her constitution on the sub- 
ject of Slavery, or on any other subject, be displeasing 
to a majority of the people, no human power can prevent 
them from changing it within a brief period. Under 
these circumstances, it may welt be questioned whether 
tlie peace and quiet of the whole country are not of 
greater importance than the mere temporary triumph 
of either of the political parties in Kansas. 

Should the constitution without Slavery be adopted by 
the votes of the majority, the rights of property in slaves 
now in the Territory are reserved. The number of these 
is very small ; but if it were greater the provision would 
be equally just and reasonable. The slaves were 
brought into the Territory under the Constitution of the 
United States, and are now the property of their mas- 
ters. This point has at length been finally decided by 
the highest judicial trilmnal of the country— and this 
upon the plain princijile th^it when a confederacy of 
sovereign Stales acquire a new territory at their joint 
expense, both equJility and justice demand that the citi- 
zens of one and all of them thall have the right to take 
'Xito it whatsoever is recognized aa property by the com- 
inon Constitution. To have summarily confiscated the 
property in slaves already In the Territory would have 
been an act of gross injustice, and contrary to the prac- 
tice of the older States of the Union which have abol- 
ished Slavery. 

Mr. Docgla-s on Lecompton. 

Mr. Douglas, who very early joined in the de- 
bate on the President's Message, at first said 
ho dissented from the views of the President in 
regard to Kansas, but afterward endeavored to 



show that the President did not mean to 
" recoa,mend" the Lecomptoa Constitution, but 
that he only 

referred that document to the Congress of the Uni- 
ted States — as the Constitution of the United States 
refers it — for us to decide upon it under our own respou- 
sibility. "It is proper," said Mr. D., " that he should 
have thus referred it to us as a matter for congressional 
action, and not as an administrative or executive measure, 
for the reason that the Constitution of the United Stateti 
says, ' Congress may admit new States into the Union.' 
Hence we find the Kansas question before us now, not 
as an Administrative measure, not as au Executive mea- 
sure, but as a measure coming before us for our free 
action, without any recommendation or interference^ 
directly or indirectly, by the Administration now in pos- 
session of the Federal Oovernmeiit." 

Mr. President, I am not going to stop and inquire how 
far the Nebraska bill, which said the people should be 
left perfectly free to form their consiitution for tliem- 
selves, authorized the President, or the Cabinet, or (iuv- 
ernor Walker, or any other Territorial oBicer, to inter- 
fere and tell the Convention of Kansas whether they 
should or should not submit the question to the people. 
I am not going to stop to inquire how far they were 
authorized to do that, it being my opinion that tlie spirit 
of the Nebraska bill required It to be done. It is sufficient 
for my purpose tliat the Administration of the Federal 
Government unanimously— that the administration of the 
Territorial government, in all Its parts, unanimously- 
understood tlie Territorial law under which the Conven- 
tion was assembled to mean that the constitution to be 
formed by that Convention should be submitted to the 
people for ratification or rejection, and, if not confirmed 
by a majority of the people, should be null and void, 
without coming to Congress for ajiproval. 

Not only did tlie National Government and the Territo- 
rial government so understand tlie law at the time, but, 
as I have already stated, the people of the Territory so 
understood it. As a furtlier evidence on that point, a 
large number, if not a majority, of the delegates were 
instructed in the nominating conventions to submit the 
constitution to the people for ratification. I know that 
the delegates from Douglas County, eight in number, Mr. 
Calliuun, President of the Convention, being among them, 
were not only instructed tlms to submit the question, but 
tliey signed and published, while candidates, a written 
pledge that they would submit it to the people for ratifi- 
cation. I know that men high in authority, and in the 
confidence of the Territorial and National Oove nment, 
canvassed every part of Kansas during the election of 
delegates, and each one of them pledged himself to the 
people that no snap judgment was to be taken ; that the 
constitution was to be submitted to the people for accept- 
ance or rejection : that it would be void unless that was 
done ; that the Administration would spurn and scorn it as 
a violation of the piinciples on which it came into power, 
and that a Democratic Congress would hurl it from their 
presence as an insult to the Democrats who stood pledged 
to see the people left free to form their domestic institu- 
tions for themselves. 

Not only that, sir, but up to the time when the Conven- 
tion assembled, on the hit of September, so far as I can 
learn, it was understood everywhere that the constitution 
was to be submitted for ratification or rejection. They 
met, however, on the 1st of September, and adjourned 
until after the October election. I think that it was wise 
and prudent that they should thus have adjourned. They 
did not wish to bring any question into that cloction 
which v'ould divide the Democratic party, and weaken 
our chances of success in the election. I was rejoiced 
when I saw that they did adjourn, so as not to show their 
hand on any question that would divide and distract the 
party until after the election. During that recess, wliile the 
Convention was adjourned. Governor Kansom, the Demo- 
cratic candidate for Congresa, running against the present 
Delegate from that Territory, was canvassing every part of 
Kansas, in favor of the doctrine of submitting the consti- 
tution to the people, decliiring that the Democratic party 
were in favor of such submission, and that it was a slan- 
der of the Black Uepublicans to intimate the charge thui 
the Democratic party did not intend to carry out that 
pledge in good faith. Tnus, up to the time of the Con- 
vention, in October last, the pretense was kept up, the 
profession W!i3 openly made, and believed by me, ami I 
thought believed by them, that the Convention intended 
to submit a constitution to the people, and not to attempt 
to put ' government in operation without such submis- 
sion. The election being over, the Democratic parly 
being defe.ited by an overwhelming vote, the Opposition 
having triumplied, and got possession of both braiiciieJ 
«f the legislature, and having elected their Tor.itor.al 
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Delegate, the Conrentlon assembled, and then proceeded 
to complete their work. 

No* let us stop to Inquire how they redeemed the 
pledge to submit the constitution to the people. They 
first go on to make a constitution. Then they make a 
schedule, in which they provide that the conslitution, on 
tiie 21st of December— the present month— shall be sub- 
mitted to all the hormJUle, inhabitants of the Territory on 
that day, for their free acceptance or rejection, in the fol- 
lowing manner, to wit: Thus acknowledging that they 
were bound to submit it to the will of the people ; conced- 
ing that they had no right to put it into operation without 
submitting it to the people ; providing in the instrument 
that it should take effect from and after the date of its 
ratification, and not before ; showing that the Constitution 
derives its vitality, in their estimation, not from the au- 
thority of the Convention, but from that vote of the peo- 
ple, to which it was to be submitted for their free accept- 
ance or rejection. How is it to be submitted ? It shall be 
submitted In this form : " Constitution with Slavery, or 
constitution with no Slavery ?" All men must vote for tlie 
constitution, whether they like it or not, in order to be 
permitted to vote for or against Slavery. Thus a constitu- 
tion made by a convention that had authority to assemble 
and petition for a redress of grievances, but not to estab 
llsh a government — a constitution made under a pledge 
of honor that it should be submitted to the people before 
if took effect — a constitution which provides on its face, that 
it shall have no validity except what it derives from such 
eabmisslon- -is submitted to the people at an election 
wliere all nien are at liberty to come forward freely, with- 
out hindrance, and vote for it, but no man is permitted to 
record a vote against it ! 

That would be as fair an election as some of tlie ene- 
mies of Napoleon attributed to him when he was elected 
First Consul. lie is said to have called cut his troops and 
had them reviewed by his officers, with a speech, patriotic 
and fair in its professions, in which he said to them : 
" Now, my soldiers, you are to go to the election and vote 
freely, just as you please. If you vote for Napoleon, all is 
¥ell ; vote against liim, and .\ ou are to be instantly 
shot!" That was a fair election. (Laughter.) This elec- 
tion is to be eqUL.ly fair. All men in favor of the consti- 
tution may vote for it, all men against it shall not vote at 
all. Why not let fchem vote against It? I presume you 
have asked many a man this question. I have asked a 
very large number of the gentlemen who framed the con- 
stitution, quite a number of delegates, and a still larger 
number of persons who are tlieir friends, and I have re- 
ceived the same answer from every one of them. I never 
received any other answer, and I presume we never shall 
get I'.ny other answer. What Is that ? They say, if they 
had allowed a negative vote, the constitution would have 
been voted down by an overwhelming majority ; and hence 
the fellows sliall not be allowed i-i vote at all. (Laughter.) 

Mr. President, that may he true. It is no part of my 
purpose to deny the proposition that that constitution 
would have been voted down if submitted to the people. 
I believe it would have been voted down by a majority 
of four to one. I am informed by men well posted there 
—Democrats — that it would be voted down ten to one; 
some say by twenty to one. 

But is it a good reason why j'ou should declare it in 
force, without being submitted to the people, merely be- 
cause it would have been voted down by five to one if 
you had submitted it? W'hat does that fact prove? 
Does it not show undeniably that an overwhelming majority 
of the people of Kansas are unalterably opposed to that 
constitution? Will you force it on them against their 
will, simply because they would have voted it down If you 
had consulted them ? If you will, are you going to force 
it upon them under the plea of leaving them perfectly free 
to form and regulate their domestic Institutions In their 
own nay ? Is that the mode in which I atii called upon to 
carry out the principle of self-government and popular 
sovereignty in the Territories— to force a constitution on 
t!ie people against their will, in opposition to their protest, 
with a knowlege of the fact, and then to assign as a reason 
for my tyranny, that they would be so obstinate and so 
perverse as to vote down the constitution if I bad given 
tliem an opportunity to be consulted about it? 

J'lr, I deny your right, or mine, to Inquire of these peo- 
ple what their objections to that constitution are. They 
■liave a right to judge for themselves whether they like or 
<!UUke It. It is no answer to tell me that the constitution 
is a good one, and unobjectionable. It is not satisfactory 
to me to have the President say, in iiis message, that that 
constitution Ls an admirable one, like all the constitutions 
of tiie new States that have been recently framed. Whether 
good or bad, whether obnoxious or not, is none of my busi- 
ness, and none of yours. 

It is their business, and not ours. I care not what they 
nivi; in theh" co.istitution, so that It suits them and does 



not violate the Constitution of the United States and the 
fundamental principles of liberty upon which our institu- 
tions rest. I am not going to argue the question whether 
the banking system established in that constitution is wise 
or unwise. It says there shall be no monopolies, but there 
shall be one bank of Issue in the State, with two branches. 
All I have to gay on that point is, if they want a banking 
system, let them have it ; if they do not want it, let them 
prohibit it. If they want a bank with two brandies, be it 
so ; If they want twenty, it is none of my business ; and it 
matters not to me whether one of them shall be on the north 
side and the other on the south side of the Kaw Elver, or 
where they shall be. 

While I have no right to expect to be consulted on that 
point, I do hold that the people of K»nsH3 have il>e 
right to be consulted and to decide It, and you havtf no 
rightful authority to deprive them of that privilege. It is 
no jU(tificatlon, in my mind, to say that the provision for 
the eligibility for the officers of Governor and Lieut.-Go- 
vernor requires twenty years' citizenship in the United 
States. If men think thui no person should vote or hold 
office until he has been here twenty years, they have a 
right to think so; and if a majority of the people of Kan- 
sas think that no nan of foreign birth should vi'ie or 
hold office unless he has lived there twenty years, it is 
their right to say so, and I have no right to interfere 
with them; it is their busines.", not mine; but if X lived 
there I should not be willing to have that provision in the 
constitution without being heard upon the eubjeut, and 
allowed to record my protest against it. 

I have nothing to say about their system of taxation, 
in which they have gone back and resorted to the old ex- 
liluduil system which we tried in Illinois, but abandoned 
because we did not like it. If they wish to try it and get 
tired of it and abandon it, be it so ; but if I were a 
citizen of Kansas 1 would profit by the experience of 
Illiiiuis on that subject, and defeat it if I could. Yet I 
have no objection to their having it if they want it ; it is 
their business, not mine. 

So it is. in regard to the free negroes. They provide 
that no fi'ee negro shall be permitted to lite in Kansas. I 
suppose they have a right to say so if they choose ; but if 
I lived tliere I should want to vote on the question. W'e, 
in Illinois, provide that no more sha'.l come there. We 
say to the other States, " Take cave of your own free 
negroes and we will take care of ours." But we do not 
say that the negroes now there shall not be permitted to 
live in Illinois ; and I think the people of Kansas ought to 
have the right to say whether they will allow them to 
live there, and if they are not going to do so, how they 
are to dispose of them. 

So you may go on with all the different clauses of the 
Constitution. They may be all right ; they may be all 
wrong. That is a question on whieh my opinion is worth 
nothing. The opinion of ttie wise and patriotic Chief 
Magistrate of the United States is not worth arytliing as 
against that of the people of Kansas, for they have 
a right to judge for themselves ; and neither Presi- 
dent, nor Senates, nor Houses of Representatives, nor 
any other power outside of Kansas, has a right to judge 
for them. Hence it is no justification, In my mind, for 
the violation of the great principle of self-government, to 
say that the Constitution you are forcing on them is not 
particularly obnoxious, or is excellent in its provisions. 

t'erhaps, sir, the same thing might be said of the 
Tnpeka Constitution. I do not recollect its peculiar pro- 
visions. 1 know one thing : we Democrats, we Nebraska 
men, would not even look into it to see what its provi- 
sions were. Why ? Because we said it was made by a 
|)oiitical party, and not by the people ; that it vi» made 
in defiance of the authority of Congress; that If it was as 
pure as the Bible, as holy as the Ten Commandments, yet 
we would not touch it until it was submitted to and 
ratified by the peojile of Kansas, in pursuance of 
the forms of law. Perhaps the Topeka Constitution, but 
for the mode of making it, would have been unexception- 
able. I do not know ; I do not care. You have no right 
to force an unexceptionable constitution on a people. It 
does not mitigate the evil, it does not diminish the insult, 
it does not ameliorate the. wrong, that you are forcing a 
good thing upon them. I am not willing to be forced to 
do tiiat which I would do if I were left free to judge and 
act for myself. Hence I assert that there is no jusiificii- 
tion to be made for this flagrant violation of populiir 
rights In Kansas, on the plea that the constitution which 
they tiave made is not particularly obnoxious. 

But, sir, the President of the United States is really and 
sincerely of the opinion that the Slavery clause has been 
fairly and impartially submitted to the free acceptance <.r 
rejection of the people of Kansas, and that, InaMiiuch us 
that was the exciting and paramount question, if tl>ey 
get the right to vote as they please on that suhjeci, 
they ougiit to be satisfied; and possibly it might be 
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better if wo would accept It, and put an end to the ques- 
tion. Let me ask, sir, 13 the Slavery clause fairly sub- 
mitted, ^0 that the people can Tote for or against it ? Sup- 
pose 1 were a citizen of Kansas, and should go up to tlie 
polls and say, " I desire to vote to make Kansas a Slave 
State ; here la my ballot." They reply to mc, " Mr. 
Douglas, just vote for that constitution first, if you 
please." " Oh, no 1" I answer, " I cannot vote for tliat 
constitution conscientiously — I am opposed to the clause 
by which you locate certain railroads in such a way as to 
sacrifice my county and my part of the State, I am 
opposed to that banking system. I am opposed to this 
Enow-Notliing or American clause ii the constitution 
about tlie qualifications for office. I cannot vote for it." 
Then they answer, " You shall not vote on making it a 
Slave State." I then say, " I want to make it a Tree 
Slate." They reply, " Vote for that constitution first, 
and tlien you can vote to make it a Free State ; otherwise 
you cannot." Thus they disqualify every Free-State 
man who will not first vote for the constitution ; they dis- 
qualify every Slave-State man who will not first vote for 
the constitution. No matter whether or not the voters 
state that they cannot conscientiously vote for those pro- 
visions, they reply, "You cannot vote for or against 
Slavery here. Take the constitution as we have made it, 
take the Elective Franchise as we have established it, 
take the Banking System as we have dictated it, take the 
Railroad lines as we have located them, take the Judiciary 
System as we have formed it, take it all as wc have fixed 
it to suit ourselves, and ask no questions, but rote for it, 
or you shall not vote either for a Slave or Free State." In 
other words, the legal effect of the schedule is this : all 
tho.-e who are in favor of this constitution may vote for or 
against Slavery, as they please ; but all those who are 
against tills constitution are disfranchised, and shall not 
vote at all. That is the mode in wliich the Slavery pro- 
position is submitted. Every man opposed to the consti- 
tution is disfranchised on the Slavery clause. How many 
are ttiey ? They tell you there is a majority, for they s:iy 
the co'istitution will be voted down instantly, by an over- 
whelming majority, if you allow a negative vole. This 
shows that a majority are against It. They disqualify 
ami disfranchise every man who is against it, thus 
referring the Slavery clause to a minority of the people of 
Kinsas, and leaving that minority free to vote for or 
tijjiiinst the Slavery clause as they choose. 

littt me ask you if that is a fair mode of submitting the 
S avery clause ? Does that mode of submitting that par- 
liculiir clause leave the people perfectly free to vote for 
or against Slavery as they choose? Am I free to vote as 
1 choose on the Slavery question, if you tell me I shall 
not vote on it until I vote for the Maine Liquor Law? 
Am I free to vote on the Slavery question, if you tell me 
1 siiall not vote either way until I vote for a Bank? Is 
it freedom of election to make your right to vote upon 
one question depend upon the mode in which you are 
going to vote on some other question which has no con- 
nection with it? Is that freedom of election? Is that 
the great fundamental principle of Self-Qovernment, for 
which we combined and struggled, in this body and 
througliout the country, to establish as a rule of action in 
all time to come? 

Let me aak you, why force this Constitution down the 
tiiruats of the people of Kansas, in opposition to their 
wishes and in violation of our pledges ? What great ob- 
ject is to be attained ? Cui bono t What are you to gain 
by it? Will you sustain the party by violating its prin- 
ciples? Do you propose to keep tlie party united by 
forcing a division? Stand by the doctrine that leaves 
tho peoiile perfectly free to form and regulate their insti- 
tutions for themselves in their own way, and your party 
will be united and irresistiljle In power. Abandon that 
great principle, and the party Is not worth saving, and 
cannot be saved, after it shall be violated. I trust we are 
not to be rushed upon this question. Why shall it be 
done ? Who is to be benefited ? Is the South to be the 
gainvr ? Neither the North nor the South has the right to 
giiii a sectional advantage by trickery or fraud. 

But 1 am beaeeched to wait till I hear from the election 
on tlie 2l8t of December. I am told that perhaps that 
will put it all right, and will solve the whole difficulty. 
How can It? Perhaps there may be a large vote. There 
may be a large vote returned. (Laughter.) But I deny 
that it Is possible to have a fair vote on the Slavery 
Clause ; and I say that it is not possible to have any vote 
on the Constitution. Why wait for the mockery of an 
election, when It is provided, unalterably, that the people 
cannot vote— when the majority are disfranchised? 

But I am told on all siiJes, " Oh, just wait ; the Pro- 
Slavery clause will be voted down," That does not obvi- 
ate any of my objections ; it does not diminish any of 
them. You have no more right to force a Free-State 
Constitution on Kansas than a Slave-State Constitution. 



I If Kansas wants a Slave-State Constilntion, she has a 
I right to it ; if siie wants a Free-State Constitution, she has 
a right to it. It is none of my business wt;ich way the 
I Slavery clause is decided. I care not whether it U 
voted clown or voted up. Do you suppose, after pledges 
of my honor, that I would go for that principle, and 
leave the people to vote as they choose, that I would now 
degrade myself by voting one way if the Slavery clause 
be voted down, and another way if it be voted up? I 
care not how that vote may stand, I take it for graiiteil 
that it will be voted aut. I think I have seen enough iu 
the last three days to make it certain that it will he re- 
turned cut, no matter how the vote may stand. (Laugh- 
ter.) 

Sir, I am opposed to that concern, because it looks to 
me like a system of trickery and jugglery to defeat the 
fair expression vf the will of the people. There is no ne- 
cessity for crowding this measure, so unfair, so unjust, as 
it is in ail its aspects, upon us. 

On the 2nd of Feb., 1858, the President trans- 
mitted to Congress the Lecompton Constitution, 
accompanied by a special Message strongly 
urging the admission of Kansas as a State under 
this constitution. (The following is a brief 
statement in regard to the origin of the Le^ 
compton Constitution :) 

The first Territorial Legislature passed an act 
in 1855 to take the sense of the people on the 
call of a Convention to form a State Constitu- 
tion, at the election in Oct., 1 856, Accordingly, 
an election was held at which about 2,500 votes 
were polled, the Free-State men not voting. At 
this election, a new legislature was elected, all 
Pro-Slavery, which met in Jan., 1857, and in 
conformity with the vote of 2,300 at the preced- 
ing October election, passed an act providing for 
the election of delegates on the 15th of Jimo, 
to meet in convention in September following. 
Soon after tliis. Gov. Walker went to Kansas, 
and published an address to the people in which 
he assured them of his determination to use 
every means in his power to prevent all disorder 
and violence. He persuaded the Free-State men 
to go to the polls and vote. An objection 
which they urged was, that in 19 out of the 38 
counties no registry had been made, and that in 
16 cut of the 19 no census had been taken, so 
that it was impossible for the people to vote in 
those counties. These facts are confirmed by 
Gov. Walker and Secretary Stanton. 

The election for delegates to the Convention 
was held on the 15th of Jtme. The Free-State 
men did not vote, for the reason just mentioned, 
and also (as they stated,) that they had no confix 
dence in the ofacers who were to hold the elec- 
tion, and because the Constitution which might 
be formed, must, in the opinion of Gov. Walker, 
be submitted to a vote of all the people for rati- 
fication or rejection, whether they voted at this 
election or not. The entire vote for delegates 
was only about 2,200. 

_ The delegates elected assembled in Conven- 
tion at Lecompton, Sept. 5th, but soon adjourned 
over to October, to await the result of the Ter- 
ritorial Election on the first Monday of that 
month. At this Territorial Election, "both par- 
ties nominated candidates. At the request of 
Gov. Walker, 2,000 U. S. troops were iuthoTer- 
ritory, and they were stationed so as to protect 
the polls as much as possible. Over eleven 
thousand votes were polled, after rejectins; 
2,800 as fraudulent and irregular, l.COO of which 
were returned from the 0.xfbrd precinct, where, 
according to the census, there were but 43 voters, 
and twelve hundred from McGaa County, whero 
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no poll was opened. The result of this election 
wa"?, the Free-State party carried the legislature 
and tlie delegate to Congress. 

The Convention reassembled in October, ac- 
cording to adjournment, and formed the Consti- 
tution now so famous as the Lecompton Consti- 
tution. When it became known that the. Con- 
vention had refused to submit the entire con- 
Btitiition to a vote of the people for ratification 
or rejection, and had submitted only a proposi- 
tion in regard to Slavery, and that in a form and 
luider a test oath which would prevent the Free- 
State people from voting, there was great excite- 
ment in the Territory, threatening bloodshed. 
Under these circumstances, Acting Gov. Stanton 
called (Gov. Walker had resigned) an extra ses- 
sion of the Territorial Legislature. The legisla- 
ture assembled Dec. 11th, and passed an act to 
Bubmit the Lecompton Constitution fairly to a 
vote of the people on the 4th of January next, 
following, the time fixed by the Lecompton con- 
vention for the election of State officers under 
that constitution. 

On the 21st of Dec, the vote was taken in the 
manner prescribed by the Convention, and re- 
sulted as follows : 

"For the constitution with Slavery" .... 6,26ti 
" For the constitution without Slavery " ... 667 

Total vote 6,793 

Jan. 4tli, 1858, in accordance with the act of 
the Territorial Legislature, the people voted as 
follows : 

For the Lecomiiton Constitution with Slavery . 138 
" " " without " . 24 

Against the Lecompton Constitution .... 10,226 

Being over ten thousand majority against the 
Lecompton Constitution. 

PRESIDENT BPCHANAN's LKCOMPTON MESSARE. 

The following is the President's special Mes- 
sage, of Feb. 2nd, 1838. 

I have received from J. Calhoun, Esq., President of the 
late Constitutional Convention of Kansas, a copy duly 
ceriifled by himseif, of the Constitution framed by tliat 
body, with the expression of tlie hope tliat I would sub- 
mit the same to tlie consideration of Congress " witli tlie 
view of the admission of Kansas into the Union as an 
independent State." In compliance with this requf st, I 
herewith transmit to Congress for their action the Con- 
stitution of Kansas, with the ordinance respecting the 
public lands, as well as the letter of Mr. Cailioun, dated 
at Lecompton, on the 14ih uU., by which they were ac- 
companied. Having received but a single copy of the 
Constitution and ordinance, I send this to the Senate. 

A great delusion seems to pervade the public mind in 
relation to the condition of parties in Kansas. This arises 
from the difficulty of inducing the American people to 
realize the fact that any portion of them should be in a 
state of rebellion against the Government under which 
they live. Wtien we spealc of the affairs of Kansas, we 
are apt to refer merely to the existence of two violent 
political parties in that Territory, divided on the question 
of Slavery, just as we speak of such parties in the States. 
This presents no adequate idea of the true state of the 
case. The dividing line there is not between two politi- 
cal parties, both acknowledging the lawful existence of 
tlie Government, but between those who are loyal to this 
Government and those who liave endeavored to destroy 
lit existence by force and by usurpation— between those 
who sustain, and those who have done alt in their power 
to overthrow, the Territorial Government established by 
Congress. This Government they would longsince have 
subverted had it not been protected from their atsaults by 
the troops of the United States. Such has been the con- 
dition of aff.tirs since my Inauguration. Ever since that 
period, a large portion of the people of Kansas have been 
in a state of rebellion against the Government, with a 
military leader at their lieud, of most turbulent and dan- 
gerous charaotdr. They have never acknowledgt-d, but 
Iayo coostauUy renounced and deQed, the Government 
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to which they owe allegiance, and have been all the time 
in a state of resistance against its authority. They have 
all the time been endeavoring to subvert it and to estab- 
lish a revolutionary Government, undei- the so-called 
Topeka Cunstiljtion, in its stead. Even at this very 
moment, the Topeka Legislature are in session. Who- 
ever has read the correspondence of Gov. Walker with 
the State Department, recently communicated to the 
Senate, will be convinced that this picture is not over- 
drawn. He always protested against the withdrawal of 
any portion of the military force of the United States 
from the Territory, deeming its presence absolutely 
necessary for tlie preservation of the regular Govern- 
ment and the execution of the laws. In his very first 
dispatch to the Secretary of State, dated. June 2, 1857, he 
says : 

"The most alarming movement, however., proceeds from 
the assembling, on the <Jih of June, of the so-called Topekn 
Legislature, wllh a view to tiie enactment of an entire code of 
lav/s. Of course, It will be my endeavor to prevent su<;b (b. 
result, as it would lead to inevitable and disastrous collisiun, 
and in fact renew the civil war In Kansas." 

This was with difficulty prevented by the efforts of 
Governor Walker; but soon thereafter, on the 14ih of 
July, we find liiralequesting General Harnoy to furnish 
him a regiment of dragoons to proceed to tiie city of 
Lawrence, and this for the reason that he had received 
authentic intelligence, verified by his own actual obser- 
vation, that a dangerous rebellion had occurred, involv- 
ing an open defiance of the laws, and the establishment 
of an insurgent government in that city. In the Gover- 
nor's dispatch of July 15, he informs the Secretary of 
State that 

" This movement at Lawrence was the beginning of a plan, 
originating in that city, to organize insurrection throughout 
the Territory, and especially in all towns, cities and counties 
where the iiepubiican party have a majority. Lawrence is 
the hotbed of aU the Abolition movements in this Territory. 
It Is the town established by the Abolition SocieUes of the 
East, and, while there are respectable people there, it is filled 
by a considerable number of mercenaries, who are paid by 
Abolition Societies to perpetuate and ditfuse agitation through- 
out Kansas, and prevent a peaceful settlement of this ques~ 
tion. Having failed in inducing their own so-called Topeka 
State Legislature to organize this insurrection, Lawrence has 
commenced U hemelf, and, If not arrested, the rebellion wiU 
extend throughout the Territory." 

And again : 

" In order to send this communication immediately by mail, 
I muci close, assuring you that the npiritof rebellion pervades 
the great mass of the Republican party of this Territory, 
instigafid, as I entertain no doubt !hey are, by Eastern So- 
cieties, having in view results most disaotrous to the Govern- 
ment and the Union ; and that the continued presence of Gen. 
Harney is Indispensable, as was originally stipulated by me, 
with a large body of dragoons and several batteries." 

On ' the 20th of July, 1857, Gen. Lane, under the 
autlinrity of the Tupeka Convention, undertook, as Q«n. 
Walker inforins us, 

"To organize Uie whole Free-State party Into volunteers, 
and to take the names of ull who refuse enrolment. The pro- 
fessed object was to jirotect the polls at the elections, in 
August, of a new Insurgent Topeka State Legislature. The 
abject in taking the. names of all who refuse enrollment is to 
terrify the Free-State Oonservativee into submission. This is 
proved by the recent atrocities committed on such men by the 
Topekalltis. The speedy location of large boilies of regular 
troops here wlih two batteries is necessary. The Lawrence 
insurgents await the developments of this new military organ- 
ization." 

In the Governor's dispatch of Tuly 27, he says that 

" Gen. Lane and bis sialT everywhere deny the authority of 
the Territorial laws, and counsel a total disregard of these 
enactments." 

Without making further quotations of a similar charac- 
ter from other dispatches of Governor AValker, it appears, 
by reference to Secretary Stanton's communication to 
Gen. Cass on the 9th of December last, that 

" The Iniporiant step of calling the legislature together wns 
taken aflc r 1 (li.') had bfome saiisfli'd that the election ordered 
by tiie Convi!niiiiii nn ih"! 2l8l of December could not be con- 
ducted wi'.hout rolii'^lnn and blooilshed." 

So intense was the disloyal feeling among the enemies 
of the Government establisiied by Congress, that an 
election which afforded them opportunities, if in the ma- 
jority, of making Kansas a Free State according to their 
own expressed desire, could not be conducted without 
collision and bloodshed. The truth is that, up to the 
present moment, the enemies of the existing government 
still adhere to theiv Topeka revolutionary constitution 
and government. The very first paragraph of the nie?- 
sage of Gov. Robinson, dated the 7th of December', to the 
Topeka Legislature, now assembled at Lawrence, con- 
tains an open defiance of the laws and Constitution of 
the United States. The Governor says : 

"The Convention which framed the Tom** OonRliui ion 
originated with the people of Kansas Terriuiry. They 



have adopted and ratified the same twico by a direct to'.v, also 
lndlr"e'ly through two elections for State ofllcers and mem- 
bers of the State Legislature ; yet It has plsased the Adminis- 
tration to regard the wholu proceeding as revolutionary." 

This Topeka Governmerjt, adhered to with such trea- 
sonable pertinacity, is a government in direct opposition 
to the existing government prescribed and recognized by 
Congress. 

It is usurpation of the same character as it would be 
for a portion of the people of any State to undertalce to 
establish a separate government within its limits for 
the purpose of redressing any grievance, real or imagt 
Inary, of which they might complain against the legiti- 
mate State Government. Such a principle, if carried into 
execution, would destroy all lawful authority and pro- 
duce universal anarchy. From this statement of facts, 
the reason becomes palpable why the enemies of tiie gov- 
ernment authorized by Congress have refused to vote for 
the delegates to the Kansas Constitutional Convention, 
and also, afterward, on the question of Slavery submitted 
by it to the people. It is because they have ever refused 
to sanction or recognize any other Constitution than that 
framed at Topelta. Had the whole Lecompton Constitu- 
tion been submitted to the people, the adherents of this 
organization would doubtless have voted against it, be- 
cause, if successful, they would thus have removed the 
obstacles out of the way of their own revolutionary Coii- 
Stituticu ; they would have done this, not upon the con- 
sideration of the merits of the whole or part of the 
Lecompton Constitution, but simply because they have 
ever resisted the authority of the government authorized 
by Congress from which it emanated. Such being the 
unfortunate condition of affairs in the Territory, what was 
the right as well as the duty of the law-abiding people? 
Were they silently and patiently to submit to the Topeka 
usurpation, or to adopt the necessary measure to estab- 
lish a Constitution under the authority of the organic law 
of Congress ? That this law recognized the right of the 
people of the Territory, without an enabling act cf Con- 
gress, to form a State Constitution, is too clear for argu- 
ment. For Congress " to leave the people of the Terri- 
tory perfectly free" in framing their Constitutioi: to 
form and regulate their domestic institutions in their own 
way, subject only to the Constitution of the United 
States," and then to say that thay shall not be permitted 
to prsceed and frame the Constitution in their own way, 
without express authority from Congress, appears to be 
almost a contradiction in terms. It would be much 
more plausible to contend that. Congress had no power to 
pass such an enabling act, than to argue that the people 
of a Territory might be kept out of the Union for an indefi- 
nite period, and uitil it might please Congress to permit 
them to exercise "..s right of seir-government. Tliis 
would be to adopt, not their own way, but the way which 
Congress might prescribe. It is impossible that any peo- 
ple could have proceeded with more regularity in the 
formation of a Constitution than the people of Kansas 
have done. It was necessary, first, to ascertain whether 
it was the desire of the people to be relieved from their 
Territorial dependence and establish a State Government. 
For this purpose, the Territorial Legislature, in 1S55, 
passed a law for taking the sense of the people of the 
Territoi'y upon the expediency of calling a Convention to 
form a State Constitution at the geueral election to be 
held in October, 1S56. The " sense of the people" was 
accordingly taken, and they decided in favor of a Con- 
vention. 

It is true that at this election the enemies of the Terri- 
torial Government diti not vote, because they vvere then 
engaged at Topeka, without the slightest pretext of law- 
ful authority, in framing a Constitution of their own for 
subverting tlie Territorial Government. In pursuance 
of this decision of the people in favor of a Convention, 
the Territorial Iiegislature, on the 27th of February, 1857, 
pas!.ed an act for the election of delegates on the third 
Monday of June, 1857, to frame a State Constitution. 
This law is as fair in its provisions as any that ever 
passed a legislative body for a similar purpose. The right 
of suffrage at this election is clearly and justly defined. 
Every bona fide citizen of the Uiiited States, above the 
age of twenty-one, and who had resided therein for three 
months previous to that date, was entitled to a vote. In 
order to avoid all interference from neighboring States 
and Territories with the freedom and fairness of the elec- 
tion, a provision was made for the registry of qualified 
voters, and in pursuance thereof, nine thousand two hun- 
dred and fifty-one voters were registered. Gov. Walker 
did his whole duty in urging ail qualified citizens of Kan- 
gas to vote at this election. In his Inaugural Address on 
the !i7tb of May, he iuforme4-<them that — 

" Under our practice, the priillmlnary act of ft-amlcj a State 
ConstltuUon la uniformly performed through the instru- 
meuiallty of a Convention or delegates chosen by the people 



themselves. That Convention Is now about Ut he eloctcd bj 
you, under the call of the Territorial Legislature created, ann 
still recognized, by the authority of Congress and clothed by 
it, in the comnrehensive language of the organic law, with fuU 
power to mike such an enactment. The Terriiorliil Legisla- 
ture, then, in assumbling this Convention, were fully sustained 
by tlie act of Congress, and the auihoriiy of the Convention U 
distinctly recocnizfcd hi my Instructions from the Preaident of 
the United States." 

T' :^ Governor also clearly and distinctly warns then> 
what would be the consequences if they did not partici- 
pate in the election. The people of Kansas, then, he 
says, 

•' Are Invited by the highest authority known to the Consti- 
tution to participate freely and fairly in the eleoiion of dele- 
gates to frame a Constitution and State Government. The law 
has performed its entire appropriate function, when it extends 
to the people the right of suffrage ; but it cannot compel the 

Eerformance of that duty. Throughout the whole Union, 
owever, and wherever free government prevails, those who 
abstain from the exercise of the right of suOrage authorize! 
those who do vote to act for them in that contingency, and 
absentees are as much 'ooun.l, under the law and Coustiiutlon, 
where there is no fraud or violence, by the act of the majority 
of those who do vo:e, as if all had participated i:i the election. 
Utherwise, as voting must be voluntary. Belf-govcrnment 
would be iinprai'.tii;aole, and monarchy or despotism would 
remain as Uie only alternative." 

It may also be observed that at this period any hope, 
if such had existed, that the Topeka Constitution would 
ever be recognized by Congress must liave been aban- 
doned. Congress had adjourned on the thi.d of March 
previous, having recognized the legal existence of tlie 
Territorial Legislature in a variety of forms, which I need 
not enumerate. Indeed, the Delegate elected to the 
House of Kepresentatives under a Territorial law had 
been admitted to a seat and had just completed his te.m 
of service the day previous to uiy inauguration. This 
was the propitious moment for settling all the diflicul ies 
of Kansas. This was the time for abandoning the revo- 
lutionary Topeka organization, and for the enemies of 
the existing government to conform tc the laws and vmite 
with its friends in framing a State Constitution. But thb 
they refused to do, and the consequences of their refusal 
to submit to the lawful authority, and vote at the election 
of delegates, may yet prove to be of the most deplorable 
Rharacter. NVould that the respect for the laws of ii<e 
land, which so eminently distinguished the men of the 
past generation, could be revived ! It is a disregard and 
vioiiLtion of law which has for years kept the Territory 
of Kansas in a state of almost open rebellion again:;t its 
Government— it is the same spirit which has produced 
actual rebellion in Utah. Our only safety consists in 
obedience and conformity to the law. Should a general 
spirit against its enforcement prevail, this will prove fatal 
to us as a nation. 

We acknowledge no master but law, and should we cut 
loose from its restraints and every one do what seeineth 
good in his own eyes, our case would indeed be hopeless. 
The enemies of the Territorial Government determined 
still to resist the authority of Congress, Tliey refused to 
vote for delegates to the Convention, not because, 
from circumstances which I need not detail, there was an 
omission to register the comparatively few voters who 
were inhabitants of certain counties in Kansas in the 
early spring of 1S57, but because they had determined, 
at all hazards, to adhere to their revolijtionary organiza- 
tion, and defeat the establishment of any other consti- 
tution than that which tliey liad framed at Topeka. The 
election was therefore sull'ered to pass by default, but of 
this result the qualified electors who refused to vote can 
never justly complain. 

From this review, it is manifest lliat tho Lecompton 
Convention, according to every principle of constitu- 
tional law, was legally constituted and invested with 
power to frame a Constitution. The sacred principle of 
Popular Sovereignty htis been invoked in favor of the 
enemies of Law and Order in Kansas ; but in what man- 
ner is Popular Sovereignty to be exercised in this coun- 
try if not through the instrumentality of established law f 
In certain small republics of ancient times, the people 
did assemble in primary meeting, passed laws and di- 
rected public affairs. In our country, this is manifestly 
impossible. Popular Sovereignty c;in be exercised liere 
only through the ballotbox ; and if the people will refuse 
to exercise it in this manner, .is they have done in Kan- 
sas at the election of Delegates, it is not for them to 
complain that their rights have been violated. 

The Kansas Convention, thus lawfully constituted, pro- 
ceeded to frame a Constitution, and, having completed 
their work, finally adjourned on the 7th of November 
last. They did not think proper to submit the whole of 
this Constitution to a popular vote, but they did submit 
the question whether Kansas should be a Free or Slave 
State to the people. Khis was the question which had con- 
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vnTsed the Ucion and shaken It to the very center. This 
xras the question wlilch had lighted the flames of civil 
war in Kansas and had produced dangerous sectional 
parlies throughout the confederacy. It was of a charac- 
ter so paramount in respect to the condition of Kansas, 
as to rivet the anxious attention of tlie people of the 
whole country upon it and it alone— no person thought 
of any other question. For my own part, when I ia- 
structi'd Uovsrnor Wallcer in general terms in favor of 
Bul>mitting the constitution to the people, I had no 
object in view except the all-absorbing question of 
Slavery. In what manner the people of Kansas might 
regulate their other concerns, was not the subject which 
attracted my attention. In fact, the general provisions 
of our recent t:tate constitutions, after an experience of 
eighty years, are so similar and excellent that it would 
beditDcult to go far wrong at the present day in framing 
a new constitution. I then believed, and still believe, 
that, under the organic act, the Kansas Convention 
vere bound to submit this all-important question of 
Slavery to the people. It was never, however, my 
opinion that, independently of this act, they would have 
been bound to suljmit any portion of the constitution to 
a popular vote in order to give it validity. Had I enter- 
tained such an opinion, this would have been in opposi- 
tion to many precedents in our history, commencing In 
the very best age of our Republic. It would have been 
in opposition to the principle which pervades our insti- 
tutions, and which is every day carried into practice, 
that the people hive a right to delegate to the repre- 
sentatives chosen by themselves their sovereign power 
to frame constitutions, enact laws, and perform many 
other important acts, witiiout requiring that these should 
be subjected to their subsequent approbation. It would 
be a most inconvenient linitation of tlieir own power, 
• imposed by the people upon themselves, to exclude 
them from exercising their sovereignty in any lawful 
manner which they thinlc proper. 

It is true that the people of Kansas might, if they had 
pleased, have required the Convention to submit the cou- 
Btitution to a popular vote, but this they have not done. 

The only remedy, therefore, in this case is that which 
exists in all other similar cases. If tlie delegates who 
framed the Kansas Constitution have in any manner 
violated the will of their constituents, the people always 
possess the power to change their constitution or laws 
according to their own pleasure. The question of Slavery 
was submitted to an election of the people on the 21st of 
December last, in obedience to the mandate of the Con- 
vention. Here, again, a fair opportunity was presentei 
to the adlierents of the Topeica Constitution, if they wore 
tlie majority, to decide this exciting question " in their 
own way," anJ tlms restore peace to the distracted Ter- 
ritoiy ; but they again refused to exercise the right of 
Popular Sovereignty, and again suffered the election to 
pass by default. I heartily rejoice that a wiser and bet- 
ter spirit prevailed among a large majority of these 
people on the first Monday in January, and that they 
did on that day vote under the Lecompton Constitution 
for a Governor and otiier State officers, a member of 
Congress, and for members of the legislature. This 
election was warmly contested by the parties, and a larger 
vote polled than at any previous election in the Territory, 
We may now reasonably hope tliat the revolutionary 
Topelta organizatiorfwill be speedily and finally aban- 
doned, and this will go far toward a final settlement of tlie 
unhappy differences in Kansas. If frauds have been com- 
toltted at this election by one or both parties, the legisla- 
ture and people of Kansas, under their constitution, will 
know how to redress thiniselves and punish these detesta- 
ble but too common crimes without outside interference. 
The people of Kansas have, then, " in their own way," 
and in strict accordance with the organic act, framed a 
Constitution and State Government, have submitted the 
all-important que.stion of Slavery to the people, and have 
elected a Governor, a member to represent them in 
Congress, members of the State Legislature and other 
State oflicers ; and they now asic admission into ttie 
Union under this constitution, which is republican in its 
form. It Is for Congress to decide whether they will 
admit or reject the State which has thus been created. 

For my own part, I am decidedly in favor of its admis- 
tloD, and thus terminating tlie Kansas question. This 
will carry out the great principle of Non-Inter.. ntion 
tecogoized and sanctioned by the organic act, which 
declares in express language in favor of the non-inter- 
vention of Congress witli Slavery in the States and 
Territories, leavjng the people " perfectly free to form 
and regulate their domestic insticutions in their own way, 
subject only to the Constitution of the United States." In 
this manner, by localizing the quest' on of Slavery and 
confining it to the people who it immediately concerned, 
every patriot anxiously expected that this questicn would 



be banished from the halls of Congress, where St has 
always exerted a baneful influence throughout the whole 
country. 

It is proper that I should briefly refer to the election 
held under the act of the Territorial Legislature on the 
first Monday of January last on the Lecompton Consti- 
tution. This election was held after the Territory had 
been prepared for admission into the Union as a Sove- 
reign State, and when no authority existed in the Terri- 
torial Legislature which could possibly destroy its exist- 
ence or change its character. The election, wi)ich was 
peaceably conducted under my instructions, involved 
strange inconsistencies. A large majority of the persons 
who voied against the Lecompton Constitution were at 
the same time and place recognizing its valid existence 
in the most solid and authentic manner by voting under 
its provisions. I have yet received no official informa- 
tion of the result of this election. 

As a question of expediency, after riglit has been 
maintained, it may be wise to lellect upon the benefits 
to Kansas and the whole countiy that will result from 
its immediate admission into the Union, as well as the 
disasters that may follow its rejection. Domestic peace 
will be the happy consequence of the admission, and that 
fine Territory, which has hitherto been torn by dissen- 
sions, win rapidly increase in population and wealth, and 
speedily realize the blessings and comforts which follow- 
in the train of agricultural and m^^chauicul industry. 
The people, then, will 6e sovereign, and can regulate 
their affairs in their own way. If the majority of them 
desire to abolish domestic Slavery within the State, there 
is no other possible mode by which it can be effected so 
speedily as by prompt admisainn. The will of the 
majority is supreme and irresistible, when expressed in 
an orderly and lawful manner. It can make and un- 
make constitutions at pleasure. It would be absurd to 
say that they can impose fetters upon their own power 
which they cannot aftersirard remove. If they could do 
this, they might tie their own hands just as well for a hun- 
dred as for ten years. These are tiie fundamental princi- 
ples of American freedom, and are recogniy.ed, I believe, 
in some form or other by every State constitution ; and 
if Congress, in the act of admission, should think proper 
to recognize them, I can perceive no objection. 

This iias been done emphatically in the constitution of 
Kansas. It de.';lare3 in its bill of rights that " All politi- 
cal power is inherent in the people," and all free govern- 
ments arc founded on tlieir authority and instituted for 
their benefit, and therefore have at all times an inalien- 
able and indefeasible right to alter, reform and abolisf: 
their form of government, in such manner as they may 
think proper, Tiie great State of New-York is at this 
moment governed under a constitution framed and estab- 
lished in direct opposition to a mode prescribed by the 
previous constitution. If, therefore, a provision chang- 
ing the constitution of Kansas after the year 1864, could 
by possibility be construed into a'- prohibition to make 
such change previous to that period, this prohibitiun 
would be wholly unavailing. The legislature already 
elected may, nt its very first session, submit the question 
to a vote of tlie people, whether they will or not have a 
convention, to amend their constitution, and adopt all 
necessary means for giving effect fo the popular will. It 
has been solemnly adjudged, by the highest judicial tri- 
bunal known to our laws, that Slavery exists In Kansas 
by virtue of the Constitution of the United States. 
Kansas is therefore at this moment as much a Slave State 
as Georgia or South Carolina. Without this, the equality 
of the Sovereign States composing the Union would be 
violated, and the use and enjoyment of a Territory ac- 
quired by the common treasure of all the States, would 
be closed against tlie people and property of nearly half 
the members of the Confederacy, Slavery can, therefore, 
never be prohibited in Kansas, except through the means 
of a const Itutlonal provision ; and in no other manner can 
this be obtained so promptly, if the majority of the people 
desire it. as by admitting her into the Union under her 
present constitution. On the other hand, should Con- 
gress reject the constitution, under the idea of affording 
the disalfected in Kansas a third opportunity to prohibit 
Slavery in the State, which they might have done twice 
before if in the majority, no man can foretell the conse- 
quences. If Congress, for the sake of those men who re- 
fused to vote for delegates to the convention, when they 
might have excluded Slavery from the constitution, and 
who afterward refused to vote on the 21st of December, 
when they might, as they claim, have stricken Slavery 
from the constitution, should now reject the State be- 
cause Slavery remains in the constitution, it is manifest 
tliat the agitation upon this dangerous subject will be re- 
newed in a more alarming form than it has ever yet 
assumed. Every patriot in the country had indulged Olie 
hope that the Kansas-Nebrankd Act would have put a 
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&Mal enc] to the Slavery agitation, at least In Congress, 
wtiicli liad for more tlian twenty years convulsed tlie 
country and endangered the Union. Tills act Involved 
great and fundamental principles, and, if fairly carried 
iiiro effect, will settle the question. Should agitation be 
again revived— should the people of sister States be again 
estranged from each other witli more than their former 
biiteruess — this will arise from a oause, so far as the in- 
terests uf Kansas are concerned, more trifling ami in- 
slgr.iflcant than has ever stirred the elements o( a great 
people into commotion. To the people of Kansas, the 
only practical difference between admission or rejection, 
depends simply upon the fact whether they can them- 
selves more speedily change their present Constitution if 
it does not accord with the will of tlie majority, or frame 
a second Constitution to be submitted to Congress here- 
after. 

Even if this were a question of mere expediency and 
not of right, a small difference of time one way or the 
other, is not of the least importance, when contrasted 
With the evils which must necessarily result to the whole 
country from the revival of the Slavery agitation. 

In considering this question, it should never be for- 
gotten that in proportion, to its insignificance, let the 
decision be what it may, so far as it may affect a few 
thousand Inhabitants of Kansas, who have from the be- 
ginning resisted the Constitution and the laws, for this 
very reason the rejection of the Constitution will be so 
much the more keenly felt by the people of fourteen 
States nf the Union where Slavery is recognized under 
the Constitution of the United States. 

Again the speedy admission of Kansas into the Union 
will restore peace and quiet to the whole country. 
Already the affairs of this Territory have engrossed an 
undue proportion of public attention. They have sadly 
affected the friendly relations of the people of the States 
with each other and alarmed the fears of patriots for the 
safety of the Union. Kansas onco admitted into the 
Union, the excitement becomes localized and would soon 
die away for want of outside ailment, and then every 
difficulty could be settled by the ballot-box. Besides, 
and no trifling consideration, I shall then be enabled to 
withdraw the troops from Kansas, and employ them on a 
service where they are much needed. They have beer, 
kept there on the earnest importunity of Governor 
AValker, to maintain the existence of the Territorial 
Government, and secure the execution of the laws. He 
considered at least two thousand regular troops, under 
the command of General Harney, were necessary for this 
purpose. Acting upon his reliable information, I have 
been obliged in some degree, to interfere with the ex- 
pedition to Utah in order to keep down the rebellion in 
Kansas. This has involved very heavy expenses to the 
Government. Kansas once admitted, it is believed there 
will no longer be occasion there for the troops. 

I have thus performed my duty on this important 
question under a deep sense of my responsibility to God 
and to the country. My public life will terminate in a 
brief period, and 1 have no other object of earthly ambi- 
tion than to leave my country in a peaceful and pros- 
perous condition, and to live in the affections and 
lespect of my countrymen. The dark and ominous 
clouds now impending over the Union I conscientiously 
believe will be dissipated with honor to every portion of 
it by the admission of Kansas during the present session 
of Congress; whereas, if she should be rejected, I greatly 
fear these clouds will become darker and more ominous 
than any which have ever yet threatened the Constitu- 
tion and the Union. (Signed) Jai:g3 liucuANAN. 

The Lecompton Constitution contains a pro- 
vision on ilie subject of Slavery, as follows : 

SLAVBRT. 

§ 1. The right of property is before and higher than 
any constitutional sanction, and the right of the owner 
of a slave to such a slave and its increase is the same, 
and ia inviolable, as the right of the owner of any pro- 
perty whatever. 

§2. The Le^slature shall have no power to pass laws 
for the emancipation of slaves without the consent of 
their owners, or without paying their owners, previous 
to emancipation, a full equivalent in money for the 
slaves so emancipated. They sliall have no power to 
prevent emigrants to the State from bringing with them 
such persons as are deemed slaves by ti:e laws of any 
one of the United States or Territories so long as any 
persons of the same age or description shall be continued 
slaves by the laws of this State ; provided, that such 
person or slave be the bona^cfe property of such emi- 
grant ; and provided, also, that laws may be passed to 
prohibit the introduction of slaves into this State who 
have committed high crimes in other States or Territories, 



They shall have power to permit the owners of slaves to 
emancipate them, saving the rights of creditors, and 
preventing them from becoming a public charge. They 
shall have power to oblige the owners of slaves to treat 
them with humanity — to provide for their necessary fooc 
and clothing — to abstain from all injuries to tliem, 
extending to life or limb— and, in case of neglect cr 
refusal to comply with the direction of such laws, to 
have such slave or slaves sold for the beueflt of the 
owner or owners, 

§ 3. In the prosecution of slaves for crimes of highe" 
grade than petit larceny, the Iieglslature shall have no 
power to deprive them of an impartial trial by a petit 
jury. 

§ 4. Any person who shall dismember or deprive a 
slave of life shall suffer such puiiisluiicnt as would be 
inflicted in case the like offense had been committed on 
a free white person, and on the like proof, except in case 
of insurrection of such slave. 

This provision, and this provision alone, it 
was finally determined by a close vote to sub- 
mit to the registered electors. For this purpose, 
by the terms of a schedule annexed to tiie 
Constitution, an election was to be held on the 
21st of December. The ballots cast were to be 
indorsed either " Constitution with Slavery," or 
" Constitution with No Slavery." Thus to have 
the privilege of voting No Slavery, it was still 
made necessary to vote for the Constitution, 
beside which, ^ persons offering to vote must, 
if challenged, " take an oath to support the 
Constitution if adopted." 

If the number of votes " for the Constitution 
without Slavery" should be a majority, then 
the schedule provides, that "The rights of 
property in slaves now in the Territory, shall 
in no manner be interfered with." Making it 
impossible to abolish Slavery. 

This schedule, as if with a direct view of 
superseding the Territorial Legislature and 
Congressional delegate elect, further provided 
that the Constitution shall be in force "after 
its ratification by the people" (without waiting 
for the approval of Congress) a State election 
to be held on the first Monday in January, 
1858, for the choice of a Governor, Lieutenant- 
Governor, Secretary of State, Auditor, State 
Treasurer, and members of the Legislature, and 
also a member of Congress. It also provided 
(as if to deprive the Territorial Legislature of 
all power of acting) that all laws in force not 
repugnant to the Constitution shall continue 
until altered, amended or repealed by a Legis- 
lature assembled under the provisions of this 
Constitution ; and that all officers, civil or 
military, under the authority of the Territory 
of Kansas, shall continue to hold and exercise 
their respective offices until superseded by the 
authority of the State : the first meeting of the 
State Legislature to take place upon the issue 
of a proclamation by the President of the 
Convention, upon the receipt of official infor- 
mation that Congress has admitted Kansas into 
the Union. A provision is also inserted in- 
tended to prevent any amendment previous to 
the year 1864, and then only upon the concur- 
rence of two-thirds of the members of both 
houses, and " a majority of all the citizens of 
the State." 

LGCOMPTOK AND EKOLISH BILLS. 

The following record of the action of Congress 
on the admission of Kansas under the Lecomp- 
ton Constitution, will be interesting for future 
reference. 
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The original bill, as it passed the Senate 
nnder the lead of Senator Green (March 23, 
1858), was as follows : 

TH« LECOMPTON BILL. 

4 Mil for tM Admiseion of t/ie State of Kansas into 
the Union, ■j[>resenied in the Senate by Mr. Green, 
of Mis8mri, from the Committee on Territories, 
mrwtry 17, 1858. 

Whereas, 'I'lie people of the Territory of Kansas did. 
by a Cuiivetitli>n of Uelcgates called and assK.tibled at 
Lecoinpiori, Sei)teinber 4, 1S57, form for themselves a 
Constitution and State Government, which said Conven- 
tion having asked the udmiiision of the Territory into 
the Union as a State on anequnl footing with the original 
States, 

Be it enacted &jf the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives' of the U.iited Slates of America in Congress 
lUsembled, That the State of Kansas shall be, and is 
hereby declared to be, one of the United States of 
America, and admitted into the Union on an equal foot- 
lug with tlie original States, in all respects wliatever ; 
and tlie paid State shall consist of all th-; territory in- 
cluded within the following boundaries, io wit : liegin- 
nlng at a point on the western boundary of the State of 
Missouri where the thirty-seventh parallel of latitude 
crosses) the same; thence we.it on said parallel to tlie 
eastern boundary of New Mexico ; thence north on said 
boundary to latitude thirty-eight; thence following said 
boundary westward to the eastern boundary of the Terri- 
tory of Utah, on the summit of the Rocky Mountains ; 
thence northward on said summit to the fortieth parallel 
of latitude ; thence east on said parallel to the western 
boundary of tlie State of Missouri; thence south with the 
westward boundary of said State, to the place of begin- 
ning: . . . 

§ i. And be it further enacted, That the State of 
Kansas i't admitted into the Union upon the express con- 
dition that siiid State sliall never interfere with the 
primary disposal of the public lands, or with any regula- 
tions which Cunifress may find necessary for securing the 
tills in said lands to the bona ilde purchasers and 
grantees thereof, or impose or levy any tax, assessment, 
or imposition of any description whatsoever ui)on them, 
or other properly ofthe United States, within tlie limits of 
said State ; and t'lat notliing in this act shall be construed 
to abridge or infringe any right of the people asserted in 
tlie Constitution of Kansas, at all times, to alter, reform 
or abolish their form of government in such manner as 
they may think proper, Congress hereby disclaiming any 
authority to intervece or declare the construction of the 
Constitution of any State, except tu see that it is republi- 
can in form and not in conflict with the Constitution of 
the United States ; and nothing in this act shall be con- 
Itraed as an assent by Congress to all or to any of the 
propositions or claims contained iti the ordinance an- 
nexed to the Constitution of the people of Kansas, nor to 
deprive tlie said State of Kansas of de same grants 
which were contained in said act of Congress, entitled, 
" Au act to authorize the people of the Territory of 
Ulonesota to form a Constitution and State Government, 
preparatory to admission into the Union on an equal 
fMUng with the original States," approved February 26, 

8 8. And be it further enacted, That until the next 
general census shall be taken, and an apportionment of 
representation made, the State of Kansas shall be entitled 
to one Representative in the House of Representatives of 
the United States, 

The bill passed, 33 to 25, as follows: 

YBAS— FOB L8C0MPT0M. 

A1.AB4MA.— Pitzpatrick, Clay. Arkansas.— Sebastian, 
Johnson. California.— Gwin. Dklawarb.— Bayard. 
Florida. — Mallory, Yulee. Gkorqia.— Iverson, Toombs. 
IsDIANA.— Fitch, Bright. lOWA.— Jones. Krntqcky. — 
laouFSON. LouibiANA.— Benjamin, Slidell. Maryland. 
•-Pearce, Kbnnkdy. Mississippi.— Brown. Missouri. — 
Green, Polk. Nuw-Jkhssy. — Wright, Thomson. North 
CiEOLiNA— Biggs, Pbnnsylvania.— Bigler. Riiodb 
IsUNu.— Allen. .Sonm Caroliha.— Kvans, Hammond. 
TasNsssEE.— Johnson. Tbxas.— Henderson, UousTos. 
viBQiNiA.— Mason, Hunter, Total, 83, 

nays— AGAINST LBCOUPTON, 

CiLiRORNiA.— Broderick. Connboticdt.— i'b«<«r,2)«so». 
Illlsois.— Douglas, Trumbull. lovrjL.—Jlarlan. Kkn- 
IDCKY.— Crittkndkn. Mainb.— i?'("«Mnd6»,- Hamlin. 
Massacuusk-tts.— JFifeoJi, Sumner, Michigan.— Stuart, 
Chandler. Nbw-IIamfsuikb.— //a^^, Cfnrk. Nkw- 
i0ZK.~S6ward, King. Ouio.— Pugh, Wade. Ruoob 



Island.— »S/«t;noa«. TiiNNESSEn.— Bell. Tsrmont.— 
Collar;er, Foot, Wisconsin.— jDitrAee, Doolittle. To- 
tal, 2-5. 

AB:;sKT OR NOT VOTING. — Messrs. Bites (Del.), Reld 
(N. 0.), Davis (Mi.), Cameron{^&.) Mr. Cameron paired 
off with Mr. Davis. 

Previous to taking this vote, Mr. Crittenii n 
moved a sub.stitute for the bill, in substance, 
that tlie Constitution be submitted to tlie people 
at once, and, if approved, the President to 
admit Kansas by proclamation. If rejected, 
the people to call a Convention and frame a 
Constitution. The substitute made special pro- 
vision against frauds at the election. 

This substitute was lost : Yeas, 24 ; Nays, 34. 

On the first of April, the bill was taken up in 
the House and read once, when, its second 
reading having been objected to by Mr. Gid- 
dings, the question recurred under the rule, 
Sliall the bill be rejected ? A vote was taken 
and resulted. Yeas, 95 ; Nays, 137. 

Mr. Montgomery, of Pa., offered as a substi- 
tute, with slight alterations, the bill which Mr. 
Crittenden had offered in the Senate. Mr. 
Quituian, of Mississippi, also offered a substitute, 
which was the wame as the Senate bill, with the 
omission of the declaratory clause, " that the 
people shall have the right at all times to alter 
or amend the Constitution in such manner as 
they think proper," etc. 

Mr. Quitman's substitute was lost — Yeas, 72 ; 
Nays, 160, the yeas being all from the Slave 
States, and Mr. Montgomery's was adopted, 120 
to 112. 

The Crittenden-Montgomery substitute, as it 
passed the House, was in the following words : 

§ 1. Be it enacted, etc.. That the State of Kansas be, 
and is liereby, admitted into the Union on an equal foot- 
ing with the original States in all respects whatever ; but 
inasmuch as it is greatly disputed \.'hether the Cuiistitu- 
tioii framed at Lecmnpton on the 7th day of November 
last, and now pending before Congress, was fairly made, 
or expressed the will of the people of Kansas, this admis- 
sion of her into the Union as a State is here declared to 
be upon this fundamental condition precedent, namely : 
That the said constitutional Instrument shall be first sub- 
mitted to a vote of the people of Kansas, and assented to 
by them, or a majority of the voters, at an election to be 
lield for the purpose ; and as soon as such assent shall be 
given, and duly made known, by a majority of the Com- 
missioners herein appointed, to the President of the 
United States, he shall announce the same by proclama- 
tion, and thereafter, without any further proceedings on 
the part of Congress, the admission of the said State of 
Kansas into the Union upon an equal footing with the 
original States, in all respects whatever, shall be complete 
and absolute. At the said election the voting shall be by 
ballot, and by indorsing on his ballot as each voter may 
please, '* for the Constitution," or '* against the Constitu- 
tion." Should the said Constitution be rejected at tlie 
said election by a majority of votes being cast against it, 
then, and in that event, the inhabitants of said Territory 
are hereby authorized and empowered to form for them- 
selves a Constitution and State Government by the name 
cf the State of Kansas, according to the Federal Con- 
stitution, and to that end may eUct delegates to a con- 
vention us hereinafter provided. 

§ 2. And be it further enacted, That the said State of 
Kansas shall have concurrent jurisdiction on the Missouri 
and all other rivers and waters bordering on tiie said Stata 
uf Kansas, so far as the same sliall form a common bound- 
ary to said Stale and any other State or States now or 
hereafter to be formed or bounded by the same ; r.nd 
Kaid rivers and waters, and all the navigable waters of 
said State, shall be common highways and forever free, 
as well to the inhabitants of said State as to all other citi- 
zens ofthe United Slates, without any tax, duty, impost, 
or toil therefor. . 

§ 8, And be itfurtlifr enacted. That for the purpose 
of insuring, as far as possible, that the elections author- 
ized by this act may be fair and free, the Governor and 
the Secretary of the Territory of Kansas, and the presid- 
ing officers ofthe two branches of its Legislature, namelj' 
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the President of the Council and Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, are hereby constituted a board of com- 
missioners to carry Into effect ttie provisions of this act, 
and to use all tlie means necessary and proper to that 
end. Any tliree of tliem shall constitute a Board ; and 
tile board shall have power and authority, in respect to 
each and ail of the elections hereby authorized or pro- 
vided for, to designate and establish precincts for voting, 
or to adopt tliose already established ; to cause polls to 
he opened at such places as it may deem proper in the re- 
spective countlas and election precincts of said Territory; 
t ) appoint, as judges of election at each of the several 
places of voting, three discreet and respectable persons, 
any two ofwliom sliail bs competent to act ; to require the 
Suerills of the several counties, by themislves or deputies, 
to attend the judges at each of the places of voting, for 
the purpose of preserving peace and good order, or the 
Br id Board may, in.'tead of said SheriSs and their deputies, 
appoint, at their discretion, and in such instances as they 
may choose, other fit persons for the same purpose ; and 
wlien the purpose of the election is to elect delegates to a 
Convention to form a Constitution, as hereinbefore pro- 
vided for, the number of delegates shall lie sixty, and 
they shall be apportioned by said Board among the 
several counties of said Territory, according to the num- 
ber of voters ; and in malting this apportionment, the 
Board may join two or mure counties together to make 
an election or representative district, wliere neither of 
the said counties has the requisite number of voters to 
entitle it to a delegate, or to join a smaller to a larger 
county having a surplus population, where it may serve 
to equalize the representation. The elections hereby 
authorized shall continue one day only, and shall not be 
continued later than sundown on that day. The said 
Board sliall .-.ppoint the dry of election for each of the 
elections hereby authorized, as the same may become 
necessary. Tiie said Governor shall announce, by pro- 
clamation, the day appointed for any one of safd elections, 
and the day shall be as early a one as is consistent with 
due notice thereof to the people of said Territory, subject 
to the provisions of this act. The said Board shall have 
full power 10 prescribe the time, manner and places of 
each of said elections, and t o direct the time and manner 
of thf. returns thereof, which returns shall be made to the 
Bald Board, whose duty it shall be to announce the result 
by proclamation, and to appoint therein as early a day 
as practicable for the delegates elected (where the election 
has been for delegates) to assemble in Convention at the 
seat of government of said Territory, 'NVhen .10 assembled, 
the Convention shall first determine, by a vote, whether 
it is the wish of the proposed State to beadiulttcd Into the 
Union at that time ; and if so, shall proceed to form a 
Constitution, and take all necessary steps for the estab- 
lishment of a State Government, in conformity witit tlie 
Federal Constitution, sul)jHCt to tlie approval and ratifica- 
tion of the people of the proposed State. And the said 
Convention shall accordingly provide for Its suhmission 
to the vote of tlie people for approval or rejeOion ; and 
if the majority of votes shall be given for the Constitution 
80 framed as aforesaid, the Governor of tlie Territory 
Bhail, within twenty days after the result is known, notify 
the President of the United States of the same. And 
thereupon tlie President shall announce the same by pro- 
clamation, and thereafter, and without any further pro- 
ceedings whatever on the part of Congress, the admission 
of the said State of Kansas into the Union, upon an equal 
footing with the original States in ail respects whatever, 
shall be complete and absolute. 

§ 4. And be it further e7iacted. That in the elections 
hereby authorized, all white male inhabitanis of said Ter- 
ritory over the age of twenty-one years, who are legal 
voters under the laws of the Territory of Kansas, and 
none others, shall be allowed to vote; and this shall be 
the only qualification required to entitle the voter to the 
/ight of suffrage in said elections. And If any person not 
BO qualified shall vote or offer to vote, or if nny person 
shall vote more than once at either of said elections, or 
shall make, or cause to be made, any false, fictitious or 
fraudulent returns, or shall alter or change any returns 
of either of said elections, sucti person shall, upon convic- 
tion thereof before any court of competent jurisdiction, be 
kept at hard labor not less than six- months, and not 
more than three years, 

§ 5. And be it farthv enacted, That the members of 
the aforesaid Board of Commissioners, and all persons 
appointed by them to carry into effect the provisions of 
this act, shall, before entering upon their duties, take an 
oath to perform faithfully the duties of their respective 
offices ; and on failure thereof, they shall be liable and 
iul>ject to the same charges and penalties as are provided 
n like cases under the Territorial laws. 

§ 6. And be itfarUier enacted, That the officers men- 
tioned in the preceding section shall receive for their ser- > 



vices the same compensation as is given for like seivicee 
under tlie Territorial laws. 

§7. And be it fiirtlier enacted. That the said State o( 
Kansas, when her admission as a State becomes complete 
and absolute, shall be entitled to one member in the 
House of Kepresentatives, in the Congress of the United 
States, 1.111 the next census be taken by the Federal Uov. 
ernment. 

§ 8. And be it further enacted. That the following 
propositions be, and the same are hereby olTered to ttm 
said people of Kansas for their free acceptance or i ejec- 
tion, which, if accepted, shall be obligatory on the United 
States and upon the paid State of Kansas , to u it : Firtt, 
That the sections numbered sixteen and tiiir'.v-six in 
every township of public lands in said State, and where 
either of said sections, or any part thereof lias been sold 
or otherwise disposed of, other lands eouivalcut tliereto, 
and as contiguous as may be, shall be granted to said 
State for the use of schools. Second, That seventy-two 
sections of land shall be set apart and reserved for the 
use and support of a State University, to be selected by 
the Governor of said State, subject to the approval of 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office, and to be 
appropriated and applied in such manner as the Legis- 
lature of said State may prescribe for the purpose afore- 
said, but for no other purposes. Third, That ten entire 
sections of land, to be selected by the Governor of said 
State, in legal subdivisions, shall be granted to said Stale 
for the purpose of completing the public buildings, or for 
the erection of others at the seat of government, under 
the direction of the Legislature thereof. Fourth, That 
all salt springs within said State, not exceeding twelve In 
number, with six sections of land adjoining, or as contigu- 
ous as may be to each, shall be granted to said State for 
its use ; the same to be selected by the Governor thereof 
within one year after the admission of said State, and 
when so selected, to be used or disposed of on such 
terms, conditions and regulations as the Legislature shall 
direct : Provided, That no salt springs or land the right 
whereof is now vested In any Individual or individupls, 
or which may be hereafter be confirmed or adjudged to 
any individual or individuals, shall by this article be 
granted to said State. Fifth, That five iier centum of 
the net proceeds of sales of all public lands lying within 
said States, which shall be sold by Congi-ess after the ad- 
mission of said State into the Union, after deducting ell 
the expenses Incident to the same, shall be paid to said 
State, for the purpose of making public roads and inter- 
nal improvements, as the Legislature shall direct : Pro- 
vided, The foregoing propositions hjrcinbefore offered 
are on the condition that the people of Kansas shall pro- 
vide, by an ordinance, irrevocable without the consent 
of the United States, that said State shall nevur interfere 
with the primary disposal of the soil within tlie same, bj 
tlie United States, or with any regulations C; ngress may 
find necessary for securinc; the title in said soil to hoM 
fide purchasers thereof, and that no tax shall be imposed 
on lands belonging to the United States, and that in no 
case shall non-residebt proprietors be taxed higlier than 
residents. Sixth: And that the said S ate snail never 
tax the land* or the property of the United States In that 
State: Provided houever. That nothing In tliis act of 
admission shall be so construed as to ratify or accept t^i« 
ordinance attached to said Constitution ; but said ordi- 
nance is hereby r^ected by the Government of the Uni- 
ted States. 

The following are the Yeas and Nays : 

TEAS— TO AHBKD OE SUBailTDTB. 

California.— McKibbin—1. 
CoNNKCTiCDT, — Clark, Dean—i. 
iLLimis.—Elihu Washbume, Famsworth, Lovejoy, 
Kellogg, MoitIs, Harris, Shaw, Uoberl Smitti, Sam. S. 
Marshall— 9. 

Indiana.— English, Foley, Eilgore, J. G. Davis, Wilson, 
Colfaa>, Case, Pettit—S. 
lovA.— Curtis, T. iJaDi*— 2. 
Kentuckt.— Undkrwood, Humphrey RlARsnAtL— 2. 
Maine.— IFoorfj Gilman, Abbott, Morse, J. Wath 
bume, Foster— 
Marvland.— RiCAUO, J. M. Harris, H.Winter Davib^ 
MASSACHUSETT3.— //aW, Buffiuton, Damrell, Cumins, 
Burlingame, Davis, Gooch, Knapp, Thayer, Chuffet, 
Dawes— M. 

JiUcaia/L«,—IToward,Waldron, Walbridge, £each~i, 
iiUssovM.— Blair— 1. 
i New-Hampshire.— PiAa, Tappan, Cragin—Z. 
'Kvit-Stme.t.—Clauison, Bobbins, Adrain— S. 
North Carolina.- Gilmkb— 1. 
Nsw-YORK.- Haskin, H. F. Clark, Murray, JTiompson, 
Olin, Dodd, Palmer, Spinner, Clark B. Cochrane, 
• Mme, Matteeon, Bennett, Goodwin, Board, Granger 
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Morgan, Pottle, Parker, Kelaey, Andrews, Sherman, 
Surrougfis, Feniortr-iS. 

Ohio.— Pendleton, Groesbeck, Campbell, Nichols, 
MoU, Cockerill, Harlan, Stanton, llaiJ, Jlorton, Cox, 
Sharman, Bliss, 2'ompkins, Lawrence, Leitor, Wade, 
Giddings, Bingham— I'd. 

Pennsylvania.—^. J. Morris, Owen Jones, Hickman, 
Roberts, Kunkel, Grow, Edie, Covode, Montgomery) 
Ritchie, Puriyiunce, Stewart, J>ic.k, Chapman.— 14. 

UKODE Island.— 2>M>/<)e, Brayton—i. 

VEiiaosT.— Walton, Morrill, Jioyce—B. 

Wisconsin.— Potter, 0. C. Washbume, BlllingMrst— 
« -Total, 120. 

HAYS. 

Alabama.— Stallworth, Shorter, Dowdell, Moore, Hous- 
ton, t'obb, Curry— 7. 
Arkansas,— Greenwood, Warren- 2. 
California.— Scott — 1. 
CoNNKCTicur.— Arnold, Bishop— 2. 
Delawakk.— 'Whiteley — 1, 
Florida.— Hawkins— 1. 

Gkokoia.— Seward, Crawford, Tbippb, Gartrell, Wright, 
Jackson, Hill, Stephens— 8. 

ISDUKA — Niblack, Hughes, Gregg— 8. 

Kkntuckt. — Burnett, .Peyton, I'albott, Jewett, £lliott, 
C!sy, Mason, Stevenson — 8. 

loDisiANA.— EosTis, Taylor, Davidson, Sandidge— 4. 

Makvland.— Stewart, Kunkel, Bowie— .S. 

MiiSODRi.— AsDBBSON, Clark, Cruig, AVoonsoN, Phelps 

Mississippi.— Lamar, R. Davis, Barksdiile, Singleton, 
Quitman — 5. 

NKW-JeRsEV. — Huyler, Wortendyke— 2. 

North Carolina. — Shaw, Itufiin, Winslow, Branch, 
Bcsles, Craige, Clingman- 7. 

New-YouK.- Searing, Taylor, Sickles. Kelly, Maclay, 
John Cochrane, Ward, Russell, Corning, Hatch— 10. 

Ohio.- Miller. Burns — 2. 

Vt.NNSYLVANiA.— Florence, Landy, Phillips, Glancy 
Jones, Leidy, Dimmick, White, Abl, Gillis, Reilly, De- 
«artr-ll. 

SoDTH Carolina.— McQueen, Miles, Keitt, Bouham. 
Boyce— 5. 

TkNNESSEB.— Watkins, Matnard, S. A. Smith, Savage, 
Ei*Dy, Jones, Wright, 2k)LLicuFFER, Atkins, Avery— 10. 
Texas.— Bryan, Reagan— 2. 

ViBGiKiA.— Garnet, Millson, Caskie, Goode, i?ocock, 
Fotrell, Smith, Faulkner, Letcher, Clemens, Jenkins, Kd- 
Dundson. Hopkins— 13. Total, 113. 

jli«cn*— Oaruthers (Mo ) 

RlfCAPlT0LATIOir. 

Yeas. 

Qepublicans, 02 ; Democrats, 22 ; Americans, 6. Total 

-m. 

Nays. 

Semocratg, 101 ; Americans, 8. Total— 112. 

The bill having been returned to the Senate 
on tiie second day of April, Mr. Green moved 
to disagree to the House amendment which 
motion wag adopted : Yeas, 34, Nays, 22. 

Tiie following are the Nays : 

Messrs. Broderick, Cameron, Chandler, Clark, Col- 
Itmer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Fessenden, 
Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, King, Seward, Sim- 
mons, Stuart, Trumbull, Wade, Wilson. 

In the House of Representatives, on the ^th 
of April, Mr. Montgomery, of Pennsylvania, 
moved that the House adhere to its amend- 
ment, which motion was carried, Yeas, 119, 
Nays 1 11 — the vote being the same as on the 
•doption of the amendment, with the exception 
of Messrs. Marshall and Bowie, who paired oft' 
Md did not vote. 

On the 13th of April, the Senate voted io in- 
sist and ask for a conference committee, Yeas, 
SO, Nays, 24— the Nays being the same as the 
Hays on Mr. Green's motion to disagree, with 
tbe addition of Messrs. Bell and Sumner, On 
the following day, the H:tise received a mes- 
s>ge from the Senate insif ing on its disagree- 
ment and asking a comjviittee of conference, 
when Mr. Montgomery, of Pa., moved that the 
House insist on its adherence, on which be d? 

L 



manded the previous question. The call for the 
previous question was lost by the casting vote 
of the Speaker : 108 to 108. Very much to 
the surprise of the House, Mr. English, of Indi- 
ana, who had acted with 'the Anti-Lecompton 
party up to this time, moved that the House 
agree to a Conference Committee, and that a 
committee of three be appointed by the 
Speaker to meet a similar committee of the 
Senate, and on this he called for the previous 
question, which was ordered. The Yeas and 
Nays were called, and the vote stood 108 to 
108: the Speaker voting in the affirmative, Mr. 
English's proposition was agreed to. The Yeas 
and Nays were as follows : 

\ BAS.— Messrs Ahl, Anderson, Atkins, Avery, Barks- 
dale, Bishop, Bocock, Bonliam, Bowie, Boyce, Branch, 
Bryan, Burnett, Burns, Caruthers, Caskie, Clark (Mo.), 
Clay, Clemenf. Clingman, Cobb, John Cochrane, Craig 
(Mo.), Craige (N. C. Crawford, Curry, Davidson, Davis 
(Miss.), Dewart, Dowdell, Edniundson, Elliot, JSnglish, 
Eustis, Faulkner, Florence, Garnett, Gartrell, tioode, 
Greenwood, Gregg, //all (Ohio), Hatch, Hawkins, Hill, 
Hopkins, Houston, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jewett, 
Jones (Tenn.), J. Glancy Jones, Oieen Jonea, Keitt, 
Kelly, Kunkel (Md.), Lamar, Landy, Leidy, Letcher, 
Maclay, McQueen, Mason, Maynard, Miles, Miller, Mill- 
son, Moore, Niblack, Orr, Pendleton, Peyton, Phelps, 
Phillips, I'owell, Quitman, Ready, Reagan, Rullin, Rus- 
sell, Sandidge, Savage, Scales, Scott, Searing, Se«ard, 
Sliaw (N. C), Shorter, Singleton, Smith (Tenn.), Smith 
(Va ), Stallwn.th, Stephens, Stevenjon, Stewart (.Md.), 
Talbott, Taylor (N. Y.), Tiippe, Ward, Warrtn, Watkins, 
White, 'Winslow, Woodson, Wortendyke, Wright (Ga.), 
Wright (Tenn.), Zolliooffer— 109. 

[The four in italics bad hitherto voted anti-Lecomp- 
ton.] 

Nays. — Messre. Abbott, Andrews, Bennett, BiHin;;hursf, 
Bingham, Blair, Bliss, Brayton, Bulhnton, Burlingnnie, 
Burroughs, Campbell, Case, Chaffee, Chapman, Clark 
Conn.), Clark (N. Y.), Clawson, Cockeiill, Colfax, Com- 
ins, Covode, Cox, Cragin, Curtis, Damrell, Davis iMd.), 
Davis (Ind,), Davis (Jlass.), Davis (Iowa;, Dawes, Dean, 
Dick, Dodd, Durfee, Edie, Farnsworth, Fentoii, Foley, 
Foster, Giddings, Gilman, Gooch, Goodwin, Granger, 
Groesbeck', Grow, Hall (Mass.), Harlan, Harris (.Md ), 
Harris, (Ml,), Haskin, Hickman, Hoard, Ho. ton, llotvard, 
Kellogg, Kelsey, Knapp, Lawrence, Leiter, Lovejoy, Mar- 
shall (Ky.) Marshall (III.), Matteson, Montgomeiy, Mor- 
gan, Morrill, Morris (Penii ,) Morris (111.), Morse (.Me.), 
Morse (N. Y ), Mott, Murray, Nichols, Palmer, Pett t, 
Pike, Potter, Pottle, Purviance, Ricaud, Ritchie, Rob- 
bins, Royce, ghaw (111.), Sherman (Ohio), Sherman 
(N. Y.\ Smith (III.), Spinner, Stanton, Stewart (I'enn.), 
Tappan, Thompson, Tompkins, Underwood, AVade, Wal- 
bridge, Waldron, Walton, Washbume (HU), WusUburne 
(Me ), AVilson, Wood— lOS. 

The following, not voting, had paired off: 

Adrain with Huyler, Dimmick with McKibbin, GilKs 
with Rolturtd, Cia. k B. Cochrane with Sickles, Reilly 
with Thayer, Taylor (La.) with Kunkel (Pa.), Wash- 
bume (Wis.) with Arnold, Clin with Corning. Wluto- 
ley, absent. 

The Committee of Conference was composed 
of Messrs. James S. Green, (Mo.), Robert M. T. 
Himter, (Va ), and William II. Seward, (N. Y ), 
of the Senate ; and Messrs. William H. English, 
(Ind.), Alexander H Stephens, (Ga.), and AVil- 
liara A. Howard, (Mich.), on the part of the 
House. 

On the 23d of April, the Committee made 
their report (susceptible of various interpreta- 
tions), Messrs. Seward of the Senate, and How- 
ard, of the House, dissenting. After a running 
fight of a week between the friends and oppo- 
nents of the new scheme, on the .30th of April, 
the report of the Committee was adopted by 
both branches of Congress It was as follows : ^ 

An Act /or the Admission of the State of Kansas 
into the Union.— \Xhwe&3, the people of the Territory 
of Kansas did, by a convention of delegates assembled 
at Lecompton on the 7tb day of Nov., 1S37, for that pur- 
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pose, form for themselves a constitution and State 
government, which constitution is republican; and 
loherea^a, at the same tibie and place, said convention 
did adopt an ordinance, which said ordinance asserts 
that Kansa.!, when admitted as a State, will have an un- 
dtmbted right to tax tlie lands within her limits belong- 
ing to the United States, and proposes to relinquish said 
asserted right if certain conditions set forth in said or- 
dinance be accepted and agi eed to by the Congress of 
the United States ; and whereon, the said constitution 
and ordinance have been presented to Congress by order 
of said convention, and admission of said Territory into 
the Union thereon as a State requested ; and whereas, 
said ordinance is not acceptable to Congress, and it is 
desirable to ascertain whether the people of Kansas 
concur in the changes in said ordinance, hereinafter 
stated, and desire admission into the Union as a State 
as herein proposed: Therefore, 

£6 it enacted, etc.. That the State of Kansas be, and 
is hereby admitted into the Union on an equal footing 
with tiie original States, in all respects whatever, but 
upon this fundamental condition precedent, namely : 
That the question of admission with the following pro- 
position, in lieu of the ordinance framed at Lecompton, 
be submitted to a vote of the people of Kansas, and 
assented to by them or a majority of the voters voting 
at an election to be held for that purpose, namely : 
That the following propositions be, and the same are 
hereby offered to the people of Kansas for acceptance 
or rejection, which, if accepted, shall be obligatory on 
the Unitt-d States and upon the said State of Kansas, to 
wit : I'irnt, That sections mumber sixteen and thirty- 
six in every township of public lands in said State, or 
where either of said sections or any part thereof has 
been sold or otherwise disposed of, other lands equiva- 
lent ttiereto, and as contiguous as may be, shall be 
granted to said State for the use of schools. Second, 
That seventy-two sections of land shall be set apart and 
reserved for the support of a State University, to be 
selected by the Governor of said Slate, subject to the 
approval of the Commissioners of the General Land- 
Oilice, and to be appropriated and applied in such man- 
ner as the legislature cf said State may prescribe for 
the pm-pose aforesaid, but for no otlier purpose. Third, 
That ten entire sections of land, to be selected by the 
Governor of said State, in legal subdivisions, shall be 
granted to said State for the purpose of c..mpletingthe 
public buildings, or for the erection of others at the seat 
of government, under the d rection of the legislature 
thereof. Fourtli, That all salt springs within said State, 
not exceeding twelve in number, with six sections of 
land adjoining, or as contiguous as may be to each, 
shall be granted to said State for its use, tlie same to be 
selected by the Governor thereof, within one year after 
the admission of said State ; and, when so selected, to be 
used or disposed of on such terms, conditions and regu- 
lations as the legislature may direct : Proviiled, That 
no salt spring or land, the right whereof is now vested 
In any individual or individuals, or which may hereafter 
be confirmed or adjudged to any Individual or indivi- 
duals, shall by this article be granted to said State. 
FiftUf That five per centum of the net proceeds of sales 
of ail public lands lying within said State which shall be 
sold by Congress after the admission of said State into 
the Union, after deducting all the expenses incident to 
the same, shall be paid to said State for the pgrpose of 
making public roads and internal improvements, as the 
legislature shall direct : Frotided, The foregoing pro- 
positions herein offered are on the condUion that said 
State of Kansas shall never interfere with the primary 
disposal of the lands of tin: United States, or with any 
regulations wMch Congress may find necessary for 
securing tlie title in said soil to bona fide purchasers 
thereof, and that no tax sliall be imposed on lands be- 
longing to the United States, and that in no case shall 
non-resident proprietors be taxed higher tlian residents. 
Sixth, And that said State shall never tax the lauds or 
property of the United States in that State. 

At the said electicn the voting shall be by ballot, and by 
Indorsing on his ballot, as each voter may be pleased, 
"Proposition accepted," or "Proposition rejected." 
Should a majority of the votes cast be for " Proposition ac- 
cepted," the President of the United States, as soon as the 
fact is duly made known to him, shall announce the same 
by proclamation ; and thereafter, and without any further 
proceedings on the part of Congress, the admission of the 
State of Kansas into the Union upon an equal footing with 
the orighiai States In all respects whatever shall be com- 
plete and absolute ; and said 8tate shall be entitled to one 
member in the House of Representatives in the Congress 
of tlie United States until the next census be taken by the 
Federal Government. But should a majority of the votes 
east be for " Proposition rejected," it shall be deemed and 



held that the people of Kansas do not desire admission into 
the Union with said Constitution under the con<litions set 
forth in said proposition : and in that event the people of 
said Territory are hereby authorized and empowered to 
form for themselves a Constitution and State UovernmentL 
by the name of the State of Kansas, accq{ding to the Fe£ 
eral Constitution, and may elect delegates for that purpose 
whenever, and not before, it Is ascertained by a censiu 
duly and legally taken, that the population of said Teni. 
tory equals or exceeds the ratio of representation requii-ed 
for a member of the House of Representatives of tlie Con- 
gress of the United States ; and whenever Hereafter such 
delegates shall assemble in Convention, they shall first de- 
termine by a vote whether it is the wish of the people of 
the proposed State to be admitted into the Union at that 
time; and, if so, shall proceed to form a Constitution, and 
tako all necessary steps for the establishment of a State 
Government, in conformity with the Federal Constitution 
subject to suchlimitations and restrictions as to the mode and 
manner of its approval or ratification by the people of the 
proposed State as they may have prescribed by law, ani 
shall be entitled to admission into the Union as a State un- 
der such Constitution, thus fairl.v and legally made,witho)r 
without Slavery, as said Constitution may prescribe. 

§ 2. And be it further enacted. That for the pur. 
pose of insuring, as far as possible, that the elections aU' 
thorized by this act may be fair and free, the Governor, 
United States District Attorney, and Secretary of the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas, and the presiding officers of the two 
branches of its Legislature, namely, the President of the 
Council and tlie Speaker of the House of RepresenlativeB, 
are hereby constituted a board of Commissioners to carry 
into effect the provisions of this act, and to use all the 
means necessary and proper to that end. And three of 
them shall constitute a board ; and the board shall have 
power and autliority to designate and establish precinct* 
for voting or to adopt those already established ; to cause 
polls to be opened at such places as it may deem properia 
the respective countiies and election precincts of said Ter- 
ritory ; to appoint as judges of election at each of the 
several places of voting, three discreet and respectable 
persons, any two of whom shall be competent to act; tc 
require the sheriffs of the several counties, by themselva 
or deputies, to attend the judges at each of the places of 
voting, for the purpose of preserving peace and good or 
der ; or the said board may, instead of said sherlil's and 
their deputies, appoint at their discretion, and in such in- 
stances as they may choose, other fit persons for ttiesamt 
purpose. The election hereby authorized shall conthiw 
one day only, and shall not be continued later than sun 
down on that day. The said board shall appoint the da) 
for holding said election, and the said Governor shall an 
nounce the same by proclamation ; and tlie day sliall bt 
as early a one as is consistent with due notice thereof to 
the people of said Territory, subject to the provisions of 
tills act. The said board sliall have full power to i)roscriije 
the time, manner, and place of said election, and to direct 
the time (within) which returns shall be made to the said 
board, whose duty it shall be to announce the result b; 
proclamation, and the said Governor shall certify the same 
to the President of the United States without delay. 

§ 8. And be It further enacted, That m the election 
hereby authorized, all white male inhabitants of said Ter- 
ritory, over the age of twenty-one years, who possess the 
qualifications which were required by the laws of said Ter- 
ritory for a legal voter at the last general election for the 
members of the Territorial Legislature, and none others, 
shall be allowed to vote; and this shall be the only qualifi- 
cation required to entitle the voter to the right of suffrage 
in said election. And if any person not so qualified shall 
vote or offer to vote, or if any person shall vote more than 
once at said election, or shall make, or cause to be madi:, 
any false, fictitious, or fraudulent returns, or shall alter or 
change any returns of said election, such person shall, up- 
on conviction thereof before any court of competent juris- 
diction, be kept at hard labor not less than six moutlisand 
not more than three years. 

% 4. And be it further enacted. That the members 
of the aforesaid board of commissioners, and all personi 
appointed by them to carry into effect the provisions o! 
this act, shall, before entering upon their duties, take an 
oath to perform faithfully the duties of theu' respcctire 
offices ; and on failure thereof, they shall be liable aal 
' subject to the same charges and penalties as are provided 
in like cases under the Territorial laws. 

% 5. And be it furtlier etutcted. That the ofBcen 
mentioned in the preceding section shall receive for tiim 
services the same compensation as Is given forU!:e seriiicis 
under the Territorial laws. 

Tlie vote In the Senate, on agreeing to the Conference C*- 
mittee's Report, stood— Yeas, 80; Nays, 22; osfolloHa: 

Ykas.— Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, Bijp, 
Bright, Brown, Clay, DavU, Evans, Fitzpatrick, flreeo, 
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(jffln, Hammond, Houston, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson (Ark) I 
Johnson (Tenn.), Jones, Kennedy, Mallory, Mason, Polk, 
pugli, Sebastian, Tliompson (N.J.), Toombs, 'Wright, Yulce. I 

Nays.— Messrs. Broderick, Cameron, Chandler, Colla- ( 
mer, Crittenden, Di.\on, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee, i 
Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, King, 
Eeward, Simmons, Stuart, Trumbull, Vade, Wilson. 

Paired.— Bell with Pearce, Fitch with Sumner. 

Absknt.— Clark, Bates, Henderson, Keid, Thompson 
'K.V.), Slidell. 

' in the House, on the final vote, among those who had 
voted against the original Lecompton Bill and who now 
lupported the English scheme, were Gilmer, Am., of N. C, 
and the following Democrats, viz. : English and Foley, 
of Ind ; Cockerill, Cox, Groesbeck, Hall, Lawrence and 
Pendleton, of Ohio; and Owen Jones, of Pa. Gen. 
Quitmun, of Mississippi, and Mr. Bonhara, of S. C, fire 
eaters, voted No, and the following members " paired 
o£f,"viz.: Washburn (Wis.) with Arnold; Matteson witn 
Beuben Davis; Purviance with Dimmick; Morrill with 
Faulkner; Horton with Hill; J. C. Kunkel with Miles 
Taylor ; Montgomery with Warren ; Thompson with 
Stewart (Md.) ; and Wood with George Taylor, 

In accordance with this act of Congress, 
the people of Kansas went into an election on 
the 3d of August, 1858. Notwithstanding the 
liberal offers in regard to donations to Kansas 
of public lands, in this bill, and the threat that 
if the people did not accept a State Government 
with the Lecompton Constitution, they should 
not be permitted to come in as a State with 
any Constitution, till they should have a full 
population of 93,340, still, the Lecompton Con- 
stitution was again rejected by more than ten 
thousand mnjority. This may be regarded as 
the final disposition of this famous Constitution. 
From first to last, it had been the cau?e or the 
subject of more speeches in Congress than any 
ratasure ever brought before that body. 

THE WYANDOT CONSTITDTION. 

The Territorial Legislature passed an act 
(Feb. 11, 1859) to refer the question to the 
people of a new Constitutional Convention, the 
election to be held on the first Tuesday in 
March, 1859. The election was held, and 
resulted in a majority of 3,881 in favor of a 
Convention. This result being ascertained, the 
Governor issued his proclamation for an elec- 
tion of delegates. The old party organizations 
were now abandoned, and those of Kepublicaus 
and Democrats substituted, and it was on this 
basis that the canvass for the election of dele- 
gates proceeded. The Convention was to 
consist of fifty-two delegates. The Democrats 
proclaimed themselves disciples of Mr. Douglas 
and his Territorial Sovereignty doctrine, and 
decidedly opposed to making Kansas a Slave 
State. The Leavenworth district, where, 
through its contractors for army supplies, the 
Government exercised a great influence, and 
which from its population was entitled to ten 
delegates, elected the Democratic ticket, not, 
however, without the aid of fraudulent votes. 
But the Republicans, by their predominance in 
other parts of the Territory, succeeded in 
securing a majority in the Convention of thirty- 
five to seventeen. 

The Convention met at Wyandot on the 5th 
of July, and adjourned on the 27 th of the same 
month, after adopting a Constitution by a vote 
of tiiirty-four to thirteen, all the Democrats 
present voting against it and refusing to sign 
it. Tliey had strenuously contended, in the 
Convention, for the annexation to Kansas of 
that part of Nebraska eoutli of the Platte ; for 



retaining as a part of the new State the western 
gold region about Pike's P?ak, which was 
lii'ginning to attract great numbers of immi- 
grants; for the exclusion from the State of 
iVi e negroes, and for the prohibition of bank 
issues, but had been defeated as to all these 
points, 

I}y the Constitution, as adopted, the bounda- 
ries of the new State were declared to be the 
Siiiteof Missouri on the east, the S7th parallel 
of north latitude on the soutii, the 41st parallel 
of north latitude on the north, and the 23d 
meridian of longitude west from Washington 
on the west. The western boundary cuts cfff 
the Pike's Peak region and the desert which 
bounds it on the east, and limits the new State 
to the habitable eastern portion of the Terri- 
tory, embracing an area of some sixty thousand 
square miles. The Executive is to consist of a 
Governor, Secretary of State. Auditor, Attor- 
ney-General, and Superintendent of Public 
Schools, to be chosen by the people, alid to 
serve for two years. The House of Represen- 
tatives is to consist of seventy-five members, to 
serve one year, and the Senate of twenty-five 
Senators, to serve two years, the numbers to be 
regulated by law, but never to exceed one 
hundred Representatives, and thirty-three Sena- 
tors. The pay is to be three dollars a day and 
fifteen cents per mile travel. All bills must 
originate with the House, and no act can in- 
clude more than one subject. The Supreme 
Court is to consist of three Judges, to be 
chosen by the people, to hold office for six 
years, one to go out every two years. There 
are to be five District Judges, to be chosen by 
the people of their respective districts, and to 
serve for four years. Each county is to choose 
a Judge of Probate, to serve for two years, 
and each township is to choose Justices of the 
Peace, to serve also for two years. Elections 
aro to be by ballot. Every white male adult 
who is a citizen of the United States, or who has 
declared his intention to become one, having 
been a resident in the State for six months, and 
in the precinct for thirty days, is entitled to vote. 

The State is prohibited from becoming a 
party in carrying on any work of internal im- 
provement, nor can any debt, to exceed a mil- 
lion of dollars, be contracted, unless the ques- 
tion be previously submitted to, and the debt 
authorized by, a popular vote ; and in all cases 
a special tax must be levied sufficient to pay the 
interest and provide a sinking fund adequate 
to meet the principal when it becomes due. All 
corporations, banks included, must be estab- 
lished under general laws only, and the corpo- 
rators made liable to twice the amount of their 
stock. The sale of lottery tickets is prohibited. 
The schedule annexed to the Constitution 
claimed of Congress $500,000, or in lieu there- 
of 500,000 acres of land, to meet the claini.s 
audited to nearly that amount for losses in- 
curred by citizens of Kansas during the hue 
troubles. The Commissioners had declined to 
entertain the claim of the New-England Emi- 
grant Aid Society, to the amount of $25,t)()i>, 
for the destruction of their hotel at Lawrence, 
on the ground that they had no authority to 
act on any claims except those presented by 
citizens of Kansas, and thy Convention do- 
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clined to go beyond the report of the Coinniis- 
sioners. 

A grant is asked from Congress of 4,550,000 
acres of land for internal improvements, also 
the swamp lands of the State to be appropruited 
as a school fund. 

Prefixed to the Constitution is a Bill of 
Rights, which includes a prohibition of Slavery. 
This Bill of Rights also provides that no person 
shall be incompetent to testify on account of 
his religious belief. 

By a provision of the schedule, this Constitu- 
tion was submitted to a popular vote on the 
first Tuesday in October, which resulted in its 
ratification by the people by a majority of some 
four thousand. The Territorial election in 
November attracted but little interest from the 
general expectation of the admission of the 
State under the new Constitution. The Repub- 
licans, however, succeeded iu electing their 
delegate to Congress and a majority of the 
Legislature. 

The first State Election under this Constitu- 
tion was held December 6, 1859, and resulted 
in the election of Charles Sobinson (Rep.) as 
Governor by 2513 majority. Martin F. Con 
way (Rep.) for Congress by 2107 majority, and 
the entire Republican ticket for State officers 
by majorities ranging from 2000 to 2,600, also 
a Legislature which was Republican in both 
branches by very decided majorities. 

Feb. 15 — ^Mr. Grow introduced in the House, 
a bill to admit Kansas under the Wyandot Con 
stitution. Referred to Committee on Territo- 
ries, which (March 29th) reported (majority) 
through Mr. Grow in favor of admission. 

April.ll. — Mr. Grow demanded the Previous 
Question on the passage of the Bill, which 
was seconded, and the main question ordered, 

Mr. Barksdale, demanded the Yeas and Nays 
— ordered. 

The question was then taken, and decided in 
the affirmative : Yeas, 134; Nays, 73, as follows 

Yeas— Messrs. Chas. F. Adams, A d r a I n , Aldrlch, 
Allen, Alley, Ashley, Babbitt, Barr, Barrett, Beale, 
Bingham, Blair (Pa.), Blake, Brayton, Briggs, BulBnton, 
Burch, Burlingame, BurDham, ButterfleUl, Campbell, 
Carey, Carter, Case, Horace V. Clark, Clark B. Coch- 
rane, John Cochriine, Colfax, Conkllng, Cooper, Corwln, 
Covoile, Cox, Curtis, Dawes, Delano, Duell, Dunn, Edger- 
ton, Edwards, Elliot, Ely, Ethkridoe, Farnsworth, Fenton, 
Perry, Floreiiee. Foster, Fouke, Frank, French, Gooch, 
Grow, Gurley, Hale, Hall, H a s k 1 n, Helmlck, Hick- 
man, Hoard, Ilolman, Uovoard (Ohio), Humphry, Hutch- 
Ins, Irvine, Junkln, Krar.uls W. Kellogg, William Kellogg, 
Kenyon, Kilgore, Killinger, Larrabee, De Witt C. Leach, 
hee, Logan, Iiongnecker, uoomis, Lovejoy, Marston, Chas. 
D. Martin, MoClemand, McKean, McKniglit, McPher- 
aon, Wm. Montgomery, Moorehead, Morrill, Edward Joy 
Morris, Isaac JT. Morrie, Morse. Mblach, Nixon, Clin, 
PaUner, Pendleton, Perry, Pettit, Porter, Potttr, Pottle, 
Bice, R i g g 8, Christopher Robinson, James C. Robin- 
ton, Royce, Schwartz, Scrauton, Sedgwick, Spauld- 
ing, Spinner, Stanton, Stevens, Wm. Stewart, Stout, Strat- 
ton, Tappan, Thayer, Theaker, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, 
Vallandigham, Vandever, Verree, Waldron, Walton, 
C. C. Washburn, E. B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Web- 
8TEB, Wells, Wilson, WIndom, Wood, Woodruff. 

Republicans, In Roman, , , 103 

Democrats (from Free States.), in Italice, . . 22 
Anti-Lecompton Democrats, Rosan spaced, . . 6 
Americans, In suixi. caps, . 8 

Total, 184 

Nats— Messrs. Green Adams, Thou. L. Anderson, Wm. 
0. Asdersok. Ashmore,Avery. Barksdale, Bocoek, Bon- 
fMm, BoTKLBR, Boyce, Brabson Branch, Bristow, Bur- 
nett, John B. Clark, Clopton, Cobb, James Craig 
Burton Craige, Crawford, Curry, Davidson, Uw&x W' 



Davis, Mmundnon, English (Indiana), Oarnett, Gar. 
trell, Gilmer, Hamilton., Hardeman, i/o/m T. Uan-U 
Jfawkins, Hill, HindmMn, Uomton, Hughes Jai4 
son, Jenkins, Jones, Keitt, Lamar, James M. Luvcu 
Leake, Love, Mallory, Mavnakd, McQueen. Muhat 
Miles, 3Iillson, Laban T. TAoonE, Sydenham Moore NeiI 
80.\, Noell, Pugh, Qdarles, Reagan RuMn, Scott ([)„\ \ 
Sickles (N. y.), Simma, Singleton. Wm. Smith. W. N if 
Smith, Stalhoorth, Stevenson, Stokes, Thomas, Vis.v' 
Whitely, Wimlmo, Woodson. ' 
Democrats, in Italics, (8 from Free States^ . . S.', 
Americans, In small caps (all from Slave States), jj 

Total ~78 

Paired— D avis (Indiana), with Phelps. 

Sherman wi*.h Harris, of Md. 

Wade with Peyton. 

Somes with McClay (N.T.) 

VanWyck with Underwood. 

Burroughs with Dejarnette. 
Absent Unpaired— DatJts (Mis.), Landrum, Martin 
(Va.), Kwiket. ' 

Senate, Feb. 21st.— Mr. Seward introduced a 
bill for the admission of Kansas under the 
Wyandotte Constitution. 

Oil the 6th June, this bill being under con- 
sideration, 

Mr. Wigfall, of Tex., explained liis views. He de- 
clared he would not vote for the admission of this so- 
called State, under any circumstances. He objected to 
their moral character, and was not willing Texas should 
associate with such a State. 

Mr. Greene's amendment, to change the boundary 
(taking In Pike's Peak), was discussed by Mr. Wade, 
who said the effect of (he amendment would be to defeat 
the bill. 

Mr. Hunter moved to postpone the subject, and take 
up the Army bill. 

Mr. Trumbull opposed the motion. He should kct 
the Kansas bill before the Senate till it was finiillv d s- 
posed of. It was more impoi tant than the appropri- 
ation bills, which appeared to be kept back in o/der to 
interrupt other Important business. 

3Ir. Seward hoped the friends of Kansas would let a 
vote be taken, so that the responsibility might lie where 
It belonged. 

The vote was taken by yeas and nays, and resulted, 
Yeas, 82 ; Nays, 27. It was a strict party vote, except 
that Messrs Pugh (Dem., Ohio) and Latham (I)em., 
Cal.) voted with the Republicans not to postpone. Mr. 
Kennedy (S. Am., Md.) voted with the Deinocra's. 
Messrs. Crittenden (S. Am., Ky.), Douglas, Clay, (I)eii. 
Ala.), and Nicholson (Dem., Tenn) were ab.^eiit.' Mesirj. 
Douglas and Clay were paired. 

So the motion to postpone, and take up the Aroij 
bill prevailed. 

Mr. Trumbull called attention to the fact that the 
Senator from Pennsylvania (liigler) de.Vired to postpone 
the Kansas bill because the Sen.ite was not. full. The 
vote showed that sixty votes had been cnst, with two 
paired off, showing the fullest vote of the ses.sion. 

He said the effect of the vote just taken was equiva- 
lent to the defeat of the Kansas bill, ami tlie Senator 
from Pennsylvania must have known the elfcct of his voie. 

Mr. Wigfall desired to call attention to the fact that 
the House had once defeated tlie Army bill, because it 
did not want the army used against the Black Kepubli- 
can thieves and murderers in Kansas. 

June 7. — Mr. Wade, of Ohio, uiovcd to take 
up the Kansas bill, which was lost — as follows : 

Yeas— Messrs. Anthony, Bigler, Bingham, C.inieroii, 
Chandler, Clark, Collamer. Di.xon, Doolitile, Durkec, 
Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, Hamlin, ll:t Ian, 
King, Pugh, Seward, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Evck. Trum- 
bull, Wade, Wilkinson, Wilson, Republicans, ; Demo- 
crats, (Bigler and Pugh) 2—27. 

Nays— Messrs. Bayard, Benjamin, Brapg, Bripht, 
Brown, Chesnut, Clingman, Davis, Fitch, Fitzpairiolt, 
Greene, Gwin, Hammond, Hemphill, Hunter, Ivtrson, 
Johnson, (Tenn.) Lane, Latham, Mallorv, Mason, Nichol- 
son, Pearce, Polk, Powell, Rice, Seba.stian, Slidell, Thom- 
son, Toombs, Wigfall, Yulee.— 32. [All Democrats.] 

Mr. Douglas wa."! paired with Mr. Clay; 
Crittenden (Am.), with Johnson, of Ark., Ken- 
nedy and Saulsbury ai)scnt. 

So both Houses adjourned and loft Kansas 
still in the condition of a Territory. 



THE KEBRASKA DOCTRIlSrE 

AND 

THE DEED SCOTT DECISION REVIEWED. 

SPEECH OE THE HOK ABRAHAM LINCOLN", 
At Springfield, 111., June 17, 1858. 



[The following speech was delivered at Sprlnpfielrt, 111., nt 
the close of tiio Republican Slate Convention held at that 
time and place, and by which Convention Mr. Lincoln had 
been named as their candidate for U. S. Senator.] 

Mu. President, and Gbntlemkn op the Convrntios: 
If we could first know where we are, and whither we 
are tending, we could better judge what to do, and how 
to do it. We are now far into the fifth year, since a 
policy wag Initiated with the avowed object, and confi- 
dent promise, of putting an end to Slavery agitation. 
Under the operation of that policy, that agitation has 
not only not ceased, but has constantly augmented. In 
my opinion, it will not cease, until a crisis shall have 
been reached and passed. " A house divided against 
itself cannot stand." I believe this government cannot 
endure permanently half slave and half free. I do not 
expect the Union to be dissolved — I do not expect the 
house to fall— but I do expect it will cease to be divided. 
It will become al' -^"e thing, or all the other. Either the 
opponents of Slav vill arrest the further spread of it, 
and place it where public mind s^■^ll rest in the be- 
lief that it is in tbe .tse of ultimate e.rtinction ; or its 
advocates will push it forward, till it shall become alike 
lawful in all the States, old as well as new— North as 
veil as South. 

Have we no tendency to the latter condition? 

let any one who doubts, carefully contemplate that 
now almost complete legal combination— piece of ma- 
chinery, so to speak— compounded of the Nebraska 
• doctrine, and the Dred Scott Decision. Let him con- 
sider not only what work the machinery is adapted to 
do, and how well adapted ; but also, let him study the 
history of its construction, and trace, if he can, or rather 
fall, if he can, to trace the evidence of design, and con- 
cert of action, among its chief architects, from the be- 
e^n.og. 

The new year of 1854 found Slavery excluded from 
more than "half the States by State Constitutions, and 
from most of the national territory by Congressional 
prohibition. Four days later, commenced the struggle 
which ended in repealing that Congressional prohibition. 
This opened all the national territory to Slavery, and 
was the first point gained. 

But, so far, Congress only had acted ; and an indorse- 
ment by the people, real or apparent, was indispen- 
sable, to save the point already gained, and give chance 
for more. 

This necessity had not been overlooked; but had 
been provided for, as well as might be, in the notable 
argument of "squatter sovereignty,' otherwise called 
"sacred right of self-government," which latter phrase, 
though expressive of the only rightful basis of any gov- 
ernment, was so perverted in this attempted use of it as 
to amount to just this : That if any one man choose to 
enslave another^ no third man shall be allowed to 
object. That argument was Incorporated Into the Ne- 
braska bill itself, in the language which follows : " It 
being the true intent and meaning of this act not to 
legislate Slavery into any Territory or State, nor to ex- 
clude it therefrom ; but to leave the people thereof per- 
fectly free to form and regulate their domestic institu- 
llons in their own way, subject only to the Constitution 
of the United States." Then opened the roar of loose 
declamation in favor of "Squatter Sovereignty," and 
"sacred right of self-government." "But," said oppo- 
sition members, " let us amend the bill io as to expressly 
declare that the people of the Territory may exclude 



Slavery." "Not we," said the friends of the measure ; 
and down they voted the amendment. 

While the Nebraska bill was passing through Congress, 
a law case involving the question of a negro's freedom, 
by reason of his owner having voluntaiily taken hiin 
first into a Free State and then into a Territory covered 
by the Congressional prohibition, and held him as 
a slave for a long time in each, was passing through 
the United States Circuit Court for the District of Mis- 
souri ; and both Nebrasku. bill and law suit were brought 
to a decision in the same month of May, 18i>4. The 
negro's name was " Dred Scott," which name now desig- 
nates the decision finally made in the case. liefore the 
then next Presidential Election, the law case came to, 
and was argued in, the Supreme Court of the United 
States ; but the decision of it was deferred until after 
the election. Still, before the election, Senator Trum- 
bull, on the floor of the Senate, requested the leading 
advocate of the Nebraska bill to state hU 02Hnion 
whether the people of a Territory can constitutionally 
exclude Slavery from their limits ; and the latter an- 
swers : "That Is a question for the Supreme Court." 

The election came. Mr. Buchanan was elected, and the 
indorsement, such as it was, secured Thatwas thesecond 
point gained. The indorsement, however, fell short of 
a clear popular majority by nearly four hundred thou- 
sand votes, and so, perhaps, was not overwhelmingly 
reliable and satisfactory. The outgoing President, in 
his last annual messiige, as impressively as poiisible, 
echoed back upon the people the weight and authority 
of the indorsement. The Supreme Court inet again; 
did not announce their decision, but crdei ed a re-argu- 
ment. The Presidential inauguration came, and still no 
decision of the court ; but the incoming President in his 
inaugural address, fervently exiiorted the people to 
abide by the forthcoming decision, whatever it might 
be. Then in a few days, came the decision. 

The reputiid author of the Nebraska bill finds an 
early occasion to make as peech at this cai)ital, indors- 
ing the Dred Scott decision, and vehemently denounc- 
ing all opposition to it. 'I lie new President, too, seizes 
the early occat-ion of the billinian let'er to indorse and 
strongly construe that decision, and to express his aa- 
tonishment that any dilTerent view had ever been enter- 
tained ! 

At length a squabble springs up between the President 
and the author of the Nebraska bill, on the mere ques- 
tion of ./(Iff, whether the Lecompton Ocnsl'.tution was or 
was not, in any just sense, made by the people of Kan- 
sas ; and in that quarrel the latter declares that all he 
wants is a fair vote for the people, and that he cares not 
whether Slavery be voted dmcii or voted up. I do not 
understand his declaration that he cares not whether 
Slavery be voted down or voted up, to be intended by 
him other than as an apt definition of the policy he 
would impress upon the public mind- the principle for 
which he declares he has suifcred so much, and is ready 
to suffer to the end. And well may he cling to that 
principle. If he has any parental feeling, well may he 
cling to it. That principle is the only shred left of his 
oiiglnal Nebraska doctrine. Under the Dred Scott 
decision "squatter sovereignty" squatted out of ex- 
istence, tumbled down like temporary scatfolding— like 
the mold at the foundry served through one blast and 
fell back Into loose sand— helped to carry an election, 
and then was kicked to the winds. His late joint strug- 
gle with the Kepublicans, against the Lecompton Con- 



stltution, involves nothing of the original Nebraska doc- 
trine. That struggle was made on a point— the riglit of 
a people to make their own constitution— upon whlcu he 
imd the Republicans have never differed. 

The several pohits of the Dred Scott decision, in con- 
nection with Senator Dougln^.'s " care not" policy, consti- 
tute the piece of machinery, in its present state of advance- 
nient. This was the third point gained. Tlie working 
points of that machinery are : 

First, That no negro slave, Imported as such from Af- 
rica, and no descendant of such slave, can ever be a citi- 
Ziin of any State, in the sense of that term as used in the 
Constitution of the United States, Tliis point is made In 
order to deprive tlie negro, in every possible event, of the 
beueiit of that provision of the United States Constitution, 
wluch declares that The citizens of each State shall be 
entitled to ail privileges and immunities of citizens in the 
several States." 

Secondly, That " subject to the Constitution of the Uni- 
ted States," neither Congress nor a Territorial Legislature 
can exclude Slavery from any United States Territory. 
Tills pohit is made in order that individual men may fill up 
the Territories witli slaves, without danger of losing them 
as property, and thus to enhance the chances of .rma- 
nency to the histitution through all the future. 

Thirdly, That whether the holding a negro in actual 
slavery in a Free State, makes him free, as against tlie 
holder, the United States courts will not decide, but will 
leave to be decided by the courts of any Slave State the 
negro may be forced into by the master. This point is 
made, not to be pressed immediately ; but, if acquiesced 
in for awhile, and apparently indorsed by tlie people at an 
election, then to sustain the logical conclusion that what 
Dred Scott's master might lawfully do with Dred Scott, in 
the free State of Illinois, every other master may lawfully 
do with any other one, or one thousand slaves, in lllluois, 
or in any other Free State. 

Auxiliary to all this, and working hand in hand with it, 
the Nebraska doctrine, or what is left of it, is to educate 
and mold public opinion, at least Northern public opinion, 
not to care whether Slavery is voted down or voted up. 
This shows exactly where we nan are ; and partially, also, 
whither we are tending. 

It will throw additional light on the latter, to go back, 
and run the mind over the string of historical facts already 
stated. Several things will now appear less dark and mys- 
terious than they did when they were transpiring. The 
p jopio were to be left " perfectly free," subject only to the 
Constitution. What the Constitution had to do with it, 
outsiders could not then see. Plainly enough now, it was 
an exactly fitted niclie, for the Dred Scott decision to after- 
ward come in, and declare the perfect freedom of the peo- 
ple to be just no freedom at ail. Why was the amend- 
ment, expressly declaring the right of the people, voted 
down? i'liiinly enough now: the adoption of it would 
have spoiled the niche for the Dred Scott decision. 'Why 
was tlie court decision held up ? Why even a Senator's in- 
dividual opinion withheld, till after the Presidential elec- 
tion? Plainly enough now: the speaking out then would 
have damaged the perfectly free argument upon whiclithe 
election was to be carried. W hy tlie outgoing I'resiilent's 
felicitation on the indorsmenl? Why the delay of a re- 
argument ? Why the incoming President's udvunce exhor- 
tation in favor of the decision ? These thinirs look lilie the 
cautious patting and petting_ of a spirited iiorse prepara- 
tory to mounting him, when it is dreaded that he may give 
the rider a fall. And why the hasty after-indorsement of 
the decision by the President and others ? 

We cannot absolutely know that all these exact adapta- 
tions are the result of preconcert. But when we see a lot 
of framed timbers, dilTerent portions of which we know 
have been gotten out at dilTerent times and places, and by 
different workmen — Stephen, Franklin, Iloger and James, 
for instance— and when we see these timbers joined to- 
gether, and see they exactly make the frame of a house or 
a mill, all the tenons and morticeu exactly fitting, and all 
the lengths and proportions of the diCferent pieces exactly 
adapted to their respective places, and not a piece too 
many or too few — not omitting even scaffolding— or, if a 
single piece be lacking, we see the place in the frame ex- 
actly fitted and prepared yet to bring such piece in — in 
Bach a case, we find it impossible not to believe that Ste- 
phen and Franklin and Roger and James all understood 
one another from the beginnhig, and all worked upon a 
common plan or draft drawn up before the first blow was 
Struck. 

It should not be overlooked that, by the Nebraska bill, 
the people of a StcUt as well as a Territory, were to be 
left "perfectly free," subject only to the Constitution." 
Why mention a State? They were legislating for Territo- 
ries, and not for or about States. Certainly the people of 
B State are and ought to be subject to the Constitution of 
the United States; but why is mention of this lugged into 



this merely Territorial law? Wiy are the people ct a 
Territory and the people of a State therein lumped to- 
getlier, and their relation to the Constitution therein 
treated as being precisely the same ? While the opinion 
of the court, by Chief Justice Taney, in the Di ed Scott 
case, and the separate opinions of all the concurring 
Judges, expressly declare that the Constitution of tlie 
United States neither permits Congress nor a Territorial 
Legislature to exclude Slavery from any United States Ter- 
ritory, they all omit to declare whether or not tlie same 
Constitution permits a State, or the people of a State, to 
exclude it. I'omihly, this is a mere omission ; but who 
can be quite sure, if McLean or Curtis had sought to get 
into the opinion a declaration of unlimited power hi tlie 
people of a State to exclude Slavery from their limits, just 
us Chase and Mace sought to get such declaration, in be- 
half of the people of a territory, into the Nebraska I; ill— I 
ask, wlio can be quite sure that it would not have been voted 
down in the one case aj it had been in the other? The 
nearest approach to the point of declaring the power of a 
State over Slavery, is made by Judge Jelsou lie ap- 
proaches it more than once, using the precise idea, and 
almost the language, too, of the Nebraska act. On one 
occasion, his exact language is, " except in cases wiiere 
the power is restrained by the Constitution of the Unlttd 
States, the law of the State is supreme over tlic subject of 
Slavery within its jurisdiction." In what cases the power 
of the States is so restrained by the United States Consti- 
tution, is left an open question, precisely as tlie same 
question, as to tlie restraint on the power of the Territo- 
ries, was left open in the Nebraska act. Put this and tliat 
together, and we have another nice little niche, which we 
may, ere long, see filled with another Supreme Court de- 
cision, declaring that the Constitution of the United States 
does not prsrmit a State to exclude Slavery from its limitp. 
And this may especially be expected 'f the doctrine of 
" care not whetlier Slavery be voted down or voted up," 
shall gain upon the public mind sufliciently to give pro- 
mise that such a decision can be maintained wlien made. 

Such a decision is ail that Slavery now lacks of being I 
alike lawful in all the States. Welcome, or unwelcome, 
such decision is probably coming, and will soon be upon 
us, unless the power of the present political dynasty sliall 
be met and overthrown. We shall lie down jileasantly 
dreaming that the people of Missouri are on the verge of 
i mailing their State free, and we shall awake to the reality 
instead, that the Supreme Court lias made Illinois a Slave 
State, To meet and overthrow the jiower of that ilynasty, 
is the work now before all those who would ])revent thiit 
consummation. This is what we have to do. How can 
we best do it? < 

Tliere are those who denounce us openly to their own 
friends, a-id yet whisper us softly, that Senator Douglas h 
the nptest instrument there is with which to effect that ob- 
ject. They wish us to infer all, from the fact that he now 
has a little quarrel with the present head of the dynasty; 
and that he has regularly voted with us on a single point, 
upon which lie and we have never diffeted. They remind 
us that he la a great man, and that the largest of us are 
very small ones. Let this be granted. But a living dog 
is better than a dead lion." Judge Douglas, if not a dead 
lion, for this work, is at least a caged and toothless one. 
How ciin he oppose tiie advances of Slavery ? He don't 
care anything about it. His avowed miss^iori is imjiressing 
the " public heart " to cure nothing about it. A leading 
Douslas Democratic newspaper tlnnks Douglas's superior 
talent will be in'ciled to resist the revival of the African 
slave-trade. Does Douglas believe an effort to revlvethat 
trade is approaching? Helms not said so. Doesliereally 
think so ? lUil if it is, how can he resist it ? For years lie 
has laboreil toinove it a sacred right of white nieiito take 
negro slaves Into the new Territories. Can he possibly 
show that it is li.ss a sacred right to buy them where tliey 
can be bought cheapest? And unquestionably they can 
be bought cheaper in Afrlcoi than in Virginia. He hat 
done all in his power to reduce the whole question of Sla- 
very to one of a mere right of property ; and as such, how 
can he oppose the foreign slave-trade — how can he refuse 
that trade in that " projierty " shall be " perfectly free "— 
unless he does it as a protection to the home production? 
And as the home producers will probably not ask the pro- 
tection, he will be wholly without a ground of opposition. 

Senator Dougl:ts holds, we know, that a man may right- 
fully be wiser to-day than he was yesterday — that he may 
rightfully cliange when he finds himself wrong. But can 
we, for that re.-tson, run ahead, and Infer that he will 
make any particular change, of which he, liiinself, has 
given no intimation ? Can we safely base our action upon 
any such vague inference? Now, as ever, I wish not to 
misrepresent Judge Douglas's position, question hia 
motives, or do aught that can be personally offensive to 
him. Whenever, if ever, he and we can come together on 
principle so that our cause may have assistance from hla 
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(Trent ability, I hope to liave Interposed no ndventlflous 
ubstaclc. But clearly, he Is not now with us— he does not 
prctsnd to be— he does not promise ever to be. 

Our cause, then, must be intrusted to, and conducted 
by, its own undoubted friends— those whose hands arc 
free, whose hearts are in the work— who do care for the 
f(;^ult. Two years ago the Republicans of the nation 
mustered over thirteen hundred thousand strong. We 
(lid this under the single impulse orresistance to a common 
(livi ger, with every external circumstaLce against us. Of 



strange, discordant, and even hostile elemenis, we 
gathered from the four winds, and formed and fought the 
battle through, under the constant hot fire of a disulplmed, 
proud and pampered enemy. Did we brave all them to 
falter now? — now, when that same enemy is wavering, 
dissevered and belligerent? The result is not doubtful. 
We shall not fail — if we stand firm, we shall not fail. 
Wise counsels may accelerate, or mistakes delay it, but, 
sooner or later, the victnrv is sure to come. 



SLAYERY DISCUSSED BY LINCOLN AND DOUGLAS. 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 



ME. LINCOLN'S SPEECH. 



At the second Joint Debate, between Mr. 
Douglas and Mr. Lincoln, at Freeport, Illinois, 
August 27th, 1858, Mr. Lincoln spoke as fol- 
lows: 

Ladies j(nd GictiTLKsiKN: On Saturday last, Judge 
Douglas and myself first met in public discussion. He 
, t[ii<ke one hour, 1 an hour and a half, and he replied for 
lialf and hour. The order is now reversed, I aoi to 
»|ieak an hour, he an hour and a half, and then I am to 
reply for half an hour. I propose to devote myself during 
the first hour to the scope of what was brought within the 
range of his half-hour speech at Ottawa. Of course there 
vas brought within the scope in that half-hour's speech 
louiethlng of his own opening speech. In the course of 
iliHt opening argument, Judge Douglas proposed to me 
Kven distinct interrogatories. In my speech of an hour 
uidahalf, I attended to some other parts of his speech, 
and incidentally, as I thought, answered one of the in- 
lerrogaturies tlien, I then distinctly intimated to him 
that! would answer the rest of his interrogatories on 
condition only that he should ..gree to answer as many 
forme. He made no intir on at the time of the propo- 
iltlOD, nor did he in his repiy allude nt all to that sugges- 
tion of mine. I do him no itgustlce in saying thai he 
occupied at least half of his reply in dealing with me as 
though I had rt'Jused to answer his interrogatories. I 
xm propose that I will answer any of the interrogatories, 
opon condition that he will answer questions from me not 
exceeding the same number, I give him an opportunity 
to respond. The Judge remains silent. I now say that I 
«ill answer his interrogatories, whether he answers mine 
or not; and that after I have done so, I shall propound 
Qloe to him, 

1 have supposed myself, since the organization of the 
Bepubllcan party at Uloomington, in May, 185G, bound as 
tparty man by the platforms of the parly, tlien and since. 
Ida any interrogatories which I shall answer I go beyond 
Uie scope of what is within these platforms, it will be per- 
ceired that no one is responsible but myself. 

Having said thus much, I will take up the Judge's in- 
teitcgatorles as I find them printed in the Chicago 
md answer them aeriatim. In order that there may be 
no mistake about it, I have copied the interrogatories in 
vriting, and also my answers to them. The first of these 
loierrogatories is in these words : 

(taation 1. "I desire to know whether Lincoln to-.1ay 
txait, as he did in 1854, in favor of the uncondlUonal repeal of 
liftFoglilve Slave lawf" 

Armtr, I do not now, nor ever did, stand In favor of the 
iincondiltonal repeal of the Fugitive Slave law, 

Q. 2. "I desire hira to answer whether be sts,nd8 pledged 
iD-ilay, as be did In 1854, agal at the admission of any more 
tUvo Blates into the Union, even If the people vrant them?" 

i. I do not now, or ever did, stand pledged against the nd- 
■wsioQ of any more Slave States Into the Union. 

9- 3. "I want to know whether he stands pledged ngainnt 
tiondffllesion of a new Stale Into the Union with such a Con- 
tuiatlon as (he people of that State may see lit to make {>' 

I do not stand pledged against the admission of a new 
SWelnio ihe Union, with such a Constitution as the people of 
uutStnte may see fit to make. 

((. t. " I want to kiniw whether he stands to-day pledged 
louieaboUiio;! of Slavery In the District of Columbia f" 

9 



A. r do not stand to-day pledged to the abolition of SUtverj' 
In ttie District of Columbia. 

Q. 5. " I desire him to answer whether he stands pledged 
to the prohibition of the slave-trade between the diflerent 
States . 

A. I do not stand pledged to the prohibition of the slave- 
trade between the diiferent States. 

Q. 6. "I desire to know whether he stands pledged to pro- 
hibit Slavery in all the Territories of the Unitf^d States, North 
as well as South of the Missouri Compromise line ?" 

A. I am impliedly. If not expressly, pledged to a belief in 
the right and dutij of Congress to prohibit Slavery in all the 
United States Territories. 

Q, 7. " I desire him to answer whether he is opposed to 
•he acquisition of any new territory unless Slavery is first pro- 
hibited tlierchif" 

A. 1 am not generally opposed to honest acquisition of ter- 
ritory ; and, In any given case, I would or would not oppose 
such acquisition, accordingly as I might think such auquisiUon 
would or would not aggravate the Slavery question among. - 
ourselves. 

Now, my friends, it will be perceived upon an examin?ip- 
tion of these questions and answers, that so far I havje 
only answered that I was nolpUdged to this, that or the 
other. The Judge has not framed his interrogatories to 
ask me anything more than this, and I have answeredjn 
strict accordance with the Interrogatories, and have- 
answered truly tliat 1 am not pledged at all upon any. 
of the points to wiiich I have answered. But I am not 
disposed to hang upon the exact form of his interrogatory. 
I am rather disposed to take up at least some of the.se - 
questions, and state what I really think upon them. 

As to the first one, In regard to the Fugitive Slave Law, . 
I have never hesitated to say, and I do not now hesitate 
to say, that I think, under the Constitution of the United! 
States, the people of the Southern States are entitled to a 
Congressional Fugitive Slave Law. Having said that, I. 
have had nothing to say In regard to the existing Fuptive 
Slave Law, further than that I think it should have been 
framed so as to be free from some of the objections that 
pertain to It, without lessening its efficiency. And inas- 
much as we are not new in an agitation in regard to an 
alferation or modification of that law, I would not be the- 
man to introduce it as a new subject of agitation upon . 
the general question of Slavery. 

In regard to the other question, of whether. I ami 
pledged to the admission of any more Slave States Into 
the Union, I state to you very frankly that L would be- 
exceedingly sorry ever to be put in a position, of having 
to pass upon that question. I should be exceedingly, glad 
to know that there would never be another Slave State 
admitted into the Union ; but I must add, that if;SlaTery 
shall be kept out of the Territories during the- torritorlaL 
existence of any one given Territory, and then the- 
people shall, having a fair opportunity and a clfear field, 
when tliey come to adopt the Constitution., do such an> 
extraordinary thing as adopt a Slave Constitution, unin- 
fluenced by the actual presence of the institution amon^ 
them, I see no alternative, if we own the country, but 
to admit them into the Union. 

The third interrogatory is answered by the answer to the 
second, it being, as I conceive, the same as the second.. 

The fourth one is in regard to the abolition, of Slavery 
In the District of Columbia. In relation to that, I have- 
my mind very distinctly made up. I should be exceed* 
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liigly glud to see Slsvery abolished in the District of 
Ouluuibia, I believe thsit Congress pusbesses tlie uoiisti- 
tuiionai power to aboiisli it. Vet, as a member of Con- 
gress, I sliould not, witli my present views, be in favor of 
mdeavoring to abolish Slavery in ttie Ijistricl of Co- 
luiiiuia, unless it would be upon these conditions: JFiret, 
that the abolition siiould be gradual. Secoiui, that it 
should be on a vote of the majority of qualified voters in 
tiie District ; and Third, that compensation should be 
made to uuvvilling owners. With these three condition;:, I 
confess I would be exceedingly glad to see Congress 
abolish Slavery in the District, of Columbia, and, in the 
language of Uenry Clay, " sweep from our Capital that 
foul blut upon our nation." 

In regard to the fifth interrogatory, I must say here, 
that as to the question of the abolition of the slave-trade 
between the different States, I can truly answer, as I 
have, that I am pledged to nothing about it. It is a 
subject to which I have not given that mature considera- 
tion that would make me feel authorized to state a posi- 
tion so as to hold myself entirely bound by it. 'In. other 
words, that question has never been prominently enough 
before lae to induce me to investigate whether we really 
have the constitutional power to do it. I could investigate 
it if I had sufficient time, to bring myself to a conclusion 
upon tliat subject; but I have not done so, and I say so 
frankly to you here, and to Judge Douglas. I must say, 
however, ttiat if I should be of opinion that Congr.'ss 
does possess the constitutional power to abolish the 
slave-trade among the different States, I should still not 
be in favor of the exercise of that power unless upon 
some conservative principle as I conceive it, akin to what 
I have said in relation to the abolition of Slavery in the 
District of Columbia. 

My answer as to whether I desire that Slavery shoull 
be proliibited in all the Territories of the United States, 
is full and explicit within itself, and cannot be made 
clearer by any comments of mine. So I suppose in 
regard to the question whether I am opposed to the acqui- 
sition of any more t<>rriiory unless Slavery is first pro- 
liibited therein, my ansv:-c;' is such tiiat I could add no- 
thing by way of illustration, or making myself better under- 
stood, tlian the answer which 1 have placed in writing. 

Now in all tills, the Judge has me, and he has ine on 
the recnrd. I suppose he had fiatiered himself that I was 
really entertaining one set of opinions for one place and 
auotiier Set for another place — that I was afraid to say 
at one place what I uttered at another. What I am say- 
ing bere I suppose I say to a vast audience as strongly 
tending to Abolitionism as any audience in the State of 
liUnuis, and I believe I am saying tliat whicli,if it would 
be ofTtfosive to any persons and render them enemies to 
myself, would be offensive to persons in this audience. 

I now proceed to propound to the Judge the iiiterroga- 
tories, so far as I have framed them. I will bring fur- 
ward a new installment when I get them ready. I will 
bring tiiein forward now, only reaching to number four. 

The fir^t one is : 

Question 1. If the people of Kansas shall, by means en- 
tirely Hiiol)jnciiotiable in all oiher respects, adopt a State Con- 
E^imiioii, and asic a.lmissioii into the Union under it, bfj'ore 
ihuy liiive Um r>!<j[in.siie number uf iuhabiuints accordins totlic 
EiiiiUsU bill— soiutf uiuety-lUree thousand— wlU you vole to 
aaiuii ihtiu? 

l.'aii the people of a United States Territory, in any 
Uwiiil W.iy, ajjaiiisi the wish of aiiyuliiz«n of Uie United 
s«t:i.i;s, exchi li; nlavery from its limits prior to the formation 
oi'ii .Si.i;« Cousiiuiiloii / 

y. a. II' tilt! hiiproine Court of the United States shall decide 
thai .SiiUits cauiioi. exilude Slavery from ihcir limits, are you 
in favor of aei|iiii.^sciii;j in, adopimg and lulluwiug such de- 
cision as a riili; of ijoiiiicul aciio'.i '/ 

y. t. Ar<! you ill l.uor of acijmrins additional territory, In 
disr.fiiur.l of liow Eucb acquisiiioii may allccl ihe nation oii ihe 
bUv o.-y i[iitfSiio!i .' 

S..* iutroiluctory to these iiiterrogaturies which Judge 
Duti.;l.is pi iipouiiiled to me at Ottawa, he read a set of re- 
Biihuioiis w>:icti he said Judge Truiiibull and myself had 
pariii.'ipated in adopting, in the tirsi llepublicnn State 
C'liiivuiitiuii, held at Springfield, in OcIiiIilt, IS'j-I. He 
insisted that I and Judge 'rruiiibull, and perhaps the 
sniiie llepuUlican party, were responsible for the doc- 
ti ines contained in the set of resnlutions which he read, 
anil I uiidei'siaiid that it was from mat set of resolutions 
tliat lie di-dixed the iiiterrogatorien which he propounded 
10 11H-, Using tliu>e resolutiiius a? a tort of aulhoriiy for 
jiropoumliiig those questions to nic. Now I say here to- 
uay tliat I do not answer his intcrrogatorie* because of 
tlieir sjir.nging at all from that set of rt^solutions which he 
re.id. I answered them because Judge Douglas thought 
fit to a^k tiiem. I do not now, nor never did, recognize 
any re-punsihility upon myself in that set at resolutions. 
Wiieii I leplied to him on that occasion. I assured him 
tiiai I n- ver had anything to do with them. I repeat 
hci e lo-ilay, that I never, in any possible form, had uny- 
iliing to uo with that set of resolutions. It turns out, I 



believe, that those resolutions were never passed in any 
Convention held In Springfield. It turns out that they 
were never passed at any Convention or any public 
meeting that I had any part in. I believe it turns out in 
addUioii to all this, that there was not, in the fall of ]S54 
any Convention holding a session at Springfield callii^I 
itself a Republican State Convention ; yet it is ti ue there 
was a Convention, or assemblage of men calling then.- 
selves a Convention, at Springfield, that did pass some 
resolutions. But so little did I really know of the pro- 
ceedings of that Convention, or what set of resolution!) 
they had passed, thou)rh having a general kiiowleiige 
ttiut there had been such an assemblage of men there 
that when Judge Douglas read the resolution^), I really 
did not know but they had been the resolutions passei] 
then and there. I did not question that they were the re- 
solutions adopted, for I could not bring myself to sup. 
pose that Judge Douglas could say what he did upon thij 
subject without knowing that ii was true. I contenieij 
myself, on that occasion, with denying, as I truly coulil, 
all Connection with them, not denying or- jiHiriiiiny 
whether they were passed at Springfield. Now it turns 
out that he had got h'dd of some resnlutionn paissedat 
some Convention or jmblic meeting in Kane County. I 
wish to say here, that I don't conceive tliat in any fair 
and just mind this discov;.'ry relieves nie at all. I liaj 
just as much to do with the Convention in Kane County 
as that at Springfield. I ain just as much responsible for 
ttie resolutions at Kane County as those iit S])ringfieliJ, 
the amount of the responsibility being exactly nulliiiig in 
eitlurcase: no more than there would be in regard to a 
set of resolutions passed in the moon. 

I allude to this extraordinary matter in this canvass 
for some further purpose than anything yet advanced, 
Judge Douglas did not make his statement upon that oc- 
casion as matters that he believed to be true, but he 
stated them roundly as leinff true, in such form as to 
pledge his veracity for their truth. When the whole 
matter turns out as I't dues, and when we consider nho 
Judge Douglas is — that he is a distinguished Senator of 
the United States — that he has served nearly twelve 
years as such— that his character is not tit all limited as 
an ordinary Senator of the United States, but that his 
name has become of worUl-wide renown — it is most ee- 
traordinary that he should so far forget all the sugges- 
tions of justice to an adversary, or of prudence to him- 
self, as to venture upon the assertion of that which the 
slightest investigation would have shown him to be wholly 
false. I can only account for his htiving done so upon 
the supposition that that evil genius which has attended 
>iim through his life, giving to him an apparent a.-itonisb- 
ing prosperity, such as to lead very many good men to 
doubt there being any advantage in virtue over vice— I 
say I can only account for it on the supposition thntthat 
evil genius hits at last made up its mind to forsake him. 

And I may add thtit another extraordinary feature 
of the Judge's conduct in this canvass — made more extra- 
ordinary by this incident — is, that he is In the habit, in 
almost all the speeches he makes, of charging falsehood 
upon his adversaries, myself and others, I now ask 
whether he is able to find in anything that Judge Trum- 
bull, for instance, has said, or in anything that I have 
said, a justification at all compared with what we haTe,ln 
this instance, for that sort of vulgarity. 



MR. DOUGLAS' KEPLY. 

Ladiks A^'D Gkntlkmen : I am glad thai at last I hare 
brought Mr. Lincoln to the conclusion that he had better 
define his position on certain political questions to which I 
called his attention at Ottawa. He there showed no dispo- 
sition, no inchnation, to answer thorn. I did not present 
idle questions for him to answer merely for my gratifica- 
tion. 1 laid the foundation for those interrogatories by 
showing that they constituted the platform of the party 
whose nominee he is for the Senate. X did not presume 
that I had the right to catechise him as I uaw proper, unle-is 
I showed that hib party, or a majority of'lt, stood upon the 
platform and were In favor of the propositions upon which 
my questions were based. I desired simply to know, 
inasmuch as he had been nominated as the first, last, and 
only choice of his party, whether he concurred in the 
platform which that party had adopted for its govern' 
raent. In a few moments I will proceed to review the 
answers which he has given to these interrogatories; but 
in order to relieve iiis anxiety I will 3rst respond to these 
which he has presented to me. Mark you, he has not pre- , 
seutcd interrogatories which have ever received the sane- 
tion of the party with which I am acting, and heiice be i 
has no other foundation for them than his own curiosityj 

First, he desires to know if the peojilc of Kansas shall 
form a Constitution by means entirely proper and uneb- 



MR. DOUGLAS' REPLY. 
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{ectionable and ask admission into tlic Union as a State, 
before tliey have the requisite population for a member 
of Congress, whether I will vote for that admission. Well 
non', I regret exceedingly that he did not answer that 
interrogatory himself before he put it to me, in order 
that we might undei-stand, and not he left to infer on 
whicli side he is, Air. Trumbull, during the lust session of 
Congress, voted from the beginning to the end against the 
admission of Oregon, although a free State, because she 
Lad not the requisite population for a member of Con- 
gress. Mr. Trumbull would not consent, under any cir- 
cumstances, to let a Slate, free or slave, come into tlie 
Union untu it had the requisite population. As Mr. 
I'rumbuU is in the field, fighting for Mr, Lincoln, I would 
Ul^e to have Mr. Lincoln answer his own question and tell 
me whether he is fighting Trumbull on that issue or not. 
But I will answer his question. In reference to Kansas, 
it is my opinion, that as she has population enough to 
constitute a slave State, she has people enough for a Free 
State. I »ill not make Kansas an exceptionable case to 
the other States of the Union. .1 hold it to be a sound 
rule of universal application to require a Tei'ritory to 
contain tlie requisite population for a member of Con- 
gress, before it is admitted as a State into tlie Union. I 
made that proposition in the Senate in 1850, and I renew- 
ed it during the last session, in a bill providing that no 
Territci y of the United States should form a Constitution 
and apply for admission until it had the requisite popu- 
lation. On another occasion I proposed that neitlier 
Kansas, or any other Territory, should be admitted until 
it had the requisite population. Congress did not adopt 
any of niy propositions containing this genera! rule, but 
did make an exception of Kansas. 1 will stand by that 
exception. Kither Kansas must come in as a Frje State, 
with whatever population she may have, or the rule must 
be applied to all the other territories alike. I therefore 
answer ut once, that it having been decided that Kansas 
has people enough for a Slave State, I hold that she has 
enough for a Free State. 1 hope Mi'. Lincoln is satisfied 
with iny answer ; and now I would I'.ke to get his answer 
to his own interrogatory — whether or not he will vote to 
admit Kansas befijre slie has the requisite population, 
I want to know whether he will vote to admit Oregon 
before that Territory has the rcquisiti.' nopuliition. Sir. 
Trumbull will not, and the ssnie reason that commits Mr. 
Trumbull against tlie admission of Oregon, commits him 
against Kansas, even if slie should apjily for admis.sion 
as a Free State. If there is any sincerity, any truth, in 
tlie argument of Mr. Truinhull in the Senate, against the 
admission of Oregon hecause she had not y3,4'J0 people, 
although her ]io|)u!ation was laiger than that of Kansas, 
he stands pledged against the admission of botii Oregon 
and Kansas until they have 93,4':i0 inhabitants. I would 
like .Mr. Lincoln to answer tliis question. 1 would like 
him to take his own medicine. If he dilTers with Mr. 
Trumbull let him answer his argument against the admis- 
sion of Oregon, instead of poking questions at me. 

Tlie ne.\t question propounded to me by Mr. Lincoln is, 
can the people of the Territory in any lawful way, against 
the wislies of any citizen of the United States, exclude 
Slavery from their limits prior to the formation of a State 
constitution ? I answer emphatically, .is Jlr. Lincoln has 
heard me answer a hundred times from every stump in 
Illinois, that in my oriinion the people of a Territory can, 
by lawful means, exclude Slavery from their Iteiits prior 
to the formiition of a State constitution. Mr. Lincoln knew 
that I bad answered that question over and over again. 
He heard me argue the Nebraska bill on that principle all 
over the State in 1354, in 1S55, and in 1S56 ; and he has no 
excuse for pretending to be in doubt as to my position on 
that question. It matters not what way the Supreme 
Court may hereafter decide as to tie .ibstract question 
whether Slavery may or may not go into a Territory un- 
der the Constitution ; the people have tie lawful means to 
introduce it or exclude it as they please, for the reason 
that Slavery cannot exist a day or an hour anywhere, 
tmless it is supported by local police regulations. Those 
police regulations can only be established by the local 
legislature ; and if the people arc opposed to Slavery they 
»ill elect representatives to that body who will by un- 
friendly legislation effectually prevent the introduction of 
it into their midst. If, on the contrary, they are for It, 
their logislation will favor its extension. Houce, no mat- 
ter what the decision of the Supreme Court may be on 
that abstract question, still the right of the p(!ople to make 
a slave Territory or a free Territory is perfect and com- 
plete under the Nebraska bill. I hope Mr. Lincoln deems 
my answer satisfactory on that point. 

In this connection, I will notice the charge which he has 
Introduced in relation to Mr. Chase's amendment. I 
thou;;lit that I had chased that amendment out of Mr. 
LlncAlnV brain at Ottawa ; hut it seems that still haunts 
bis imagination, and he ia not yet satLified. 1 bad sup- 



posed that he would be ashamed to press that quietion 
further. lie is a lawyer, and has been a member of Con- 
gress, and has occupied his time and amused you by tell- 
ing you about parliamentary proceeding. He ought to 
have known better than to try to palm olT his mlsenihU' 
impositions upon this intelligent audience. The Ntbratka 
bill provided tiiat the legislative power utid authority of 
the said Territory sliould extend to all rightful suljccib of 
legislation, consistent with the organic act and the Contti 
tution of the United States. It did not make any exception 
as to Slavery, but gave all the power that it was i:o.--.s;l.)le 
for Congress to give, without violating the Constitiition, 10 
the Territorial Legislature, with no exception or linaliiiion 
on the subject of Slavery at all. The language of that 1. ill 
which 1 liave quoted, gave the full power and the full au- 
thority over the subject of Slavery, aflSrmatively and ne- 
gatively, to introduce it or exclude it, so far as the Constitu- 
tion of the United States would permit. What more could 
Mr. Chase give by his amendn'.ent ? Nothing. He offered 
his ajnendment for the identical puri'ose for which Mr. 
Lincoln is using it, to enable demagogues in the country 
to try and deceive the people. 

His amendment was to this efiect. It provided that the 
Legislature should have the power to exclude Slavery: 
and General Cass suggested, " why not give the power to 
introduce as well as exclude?" The answer was, they have 
the power already in the bill to do both. Chase M as afraid 
his amendment would be adopted if he put the alternative 
proposition and so make it fair both ways, but would not 
yield. He otfered It for the purpose of having it rejected, 
lie offered it, as he has himself avowed over and over 
again, simply to make capital out of it for the stump. lie 
expected that it would be capital for small politicans in the 
country, and that they would make an effort to deceive the 
people with it ; and he was not mistaken, for Lincoln ia 
carrying out the plan admirably. Lincoln knows that the 
Nebraska bill, without Chase's amendment, gave all the 
power which the Constitution would permit. Could Con- 
gress confer any more ? Could Congress go beyond flie 
Constitution of the country? We gave all a full grant 
with no exception in regard to Slavery one way or the 
other. We left that question, as we left all others, to be de- 
cided by the people for themselves, just as they pleased. 
I will not occupy my time on this question. I have argued 
it before all over Illhiois. I have argued it in this beauti- 
ful city of Freeport; I have argued it in the North, the 
South,' the Fast, and the West, avowing the same senti- 
ments and the same principles. I have not been afraid to 
avow niy sentiments up here for fear I would be trotted 
down into Egyi)t. 

The third question which Mr. Lincoln presented is, if the 
Supreme Court of the United States shall decide that a State 
of this Union cannot exclude Slavery from its own limits, 
will I submit to it? I am amazed Uiat L .icoln should ask 
such a question. (" A school-boy knows better.") Yes, a 
school-boy does know better.) Mr. Lincoln's object is to 
cast an imputation upon the Supreme Court. He knows 
that there never was but one man in America, claiming 
any degree of intelligence or decency, who ever for a mo- 
ment pretended such a thing. It is true that the Wash- 
ington Union, in an article published on the I7th of last 
December, did put forth that doctrine, and I denounced 
the article on the floor of the Senate, in a speech which 
Mr. Lincoln now pretends was against the President. 
The Union had clahned that Slavery had a right to go in- 
to the free States, and that any provision in the Constitu- 
tion or laws of the Free States to the contrary were null 
and void. I denounced it in the Senate, as I said before, 
and I was the first man who did. Lincoln's friends, Trum- 
bull, and Seward, and Hale, and Wilson, and the whole 
Black Uepublican side of the Senate, were silent They left 
it to me to denounce It. And what wai the reply made to 
me on that occasion? Mr. Toombs, of Georgia, got up and 
undertook to lecture me on the ground that I ought not to 
have deemed the article worthy of notice, and ought not 
to have replied to it; that there was not one man, vo- 
man, or child south of the Potomac, in any Slave State, 
who did not repudiate any such pretension. Jlr. Lincoln 
knows that that reply wae made on the spot, and yet now 
he asks this question. He might as well ask me, Suppose 
Mr. Lincoln should steal a horse, would I sanction it ; and 
it would be as genteel in me to ask hira, in the event he 
stole a horse, what ought to be done with him. lie casts 
an Imputation upon the Supreme Court of the United 
States, by supposing that they would violate the Constitu- 
tion of the United States. I tell him that such a thing is 
not possible. It would be an act of moral treason that no 
man on on the bench could ever descend to. Mr. Lincoln 
himself, would never, in his partisan feelings, so far forget 
what was right as to be guilty of such an act. 

The fourth question of Mr. Lincoln is, are you in favor 
of acquiring additional territory, in d:8regard as to how 
Bucb acquisition may affect the Union on the Slavery 
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question ? This question is very ingeniously and cun- 
ningly put 

The Blacic Republican creed lays it donrn expressly, 
that under no circumstances shall we acquire any more 
territory unless Slavery is first prohibited in the country. 
X ask Mr. Lincoln whethek* le is in favor of that proposi- 
tion. Are you (addressing Mr. Lincoln) opposed to the 
acquisition of any more territory, under any circum- 
stances, unless Slavery Is prohibited in it ? That he does 
not like to answer. When I ask him whether he stands 
up to that article in the platform of his party, lie turns, 
Yankee-fashion, and without answering it, asks me 
wliether I am in favor of acquiring territory without re- 
gard to how it may affect the Union on the Slavery ques- 
tion. I answer that whenever it becomes necessary, in 
our growth and progress, to acquire more territory, that 
I am in favor of it, without reference to the question of 
Slavery, and when we have acquired it, I will leave the 
people free to do as they please, either to make it slave 
or free territory, as they prefer. It is idle to tell me or 
you that we have territory enough. Our fathers sup- 
posed that we had enough when our territory extended 
to the Mississippi River, but a few years' growth and ex- 
pansion satisfied them that we needed more, and tlte 
Louisiana territory, from the west branch of the Missis- 
sippi to the British possessions, was acquired. Then we 
acquired Oregon, then California and New Mexico. We 
have enough now for the present, but this is a young 
and 3 growing nation. It awarnis as often as a hive of 
bees, and as new swarms are turned out each year, there 
"must be hires in which they can gather and make their 
honey. In less than fifteen years, if the same progress 
that has dbtinguished this country for the last fifteen 
years continues, every foot of vacant land between this 
and the Pacific Ocean, owned by the United States, will 
be occupied. Will yoit not continue to increase at the 
end of fifteen years as well as now ? I tell you, increase, 
and multiply, and expand, is the law of this nation's ex- 
istence. You cannot limit this great Republic by mere 
boundary lines, saying, *' thus far shalt thou go, and no 
furtlier." Any one of you gentlemen might as well say 
10 a son twelve years old that he is big enough, and 
must not grow any larger, and in order to prevent his 
h'.-owth put a hoop around him to keep him to bis pre- 
:;i-ut size. What would be the result ? Either the hoop 



must burst and be rent asunder, or the child rau.tt dU. 
So it would iLfc with this great nation. With our natural 
innrease, growing with a rapidity unknown in any other 
part of the globe, with the tide of emigration that is flee- 
ing from despotism in the old world to seek refuge in 
our own, there is a constant torrent pourinij into ihU 
country that requires more land, more territory upon 
which to settle, and just as fust as our interests and our 
destiny require additional territory in tlie Nortli, in the 
South, or on the Islands of the ocean, 1 am for it, auil 
when we acquire it, will leave the people, according to 
the Nebraska bill, free to do as they please on the sub- 
ject of Slavery and every other question. 

I trust now that Mr. Lincoln will deem himself an- 
swered on his four points. He racked liis brain so much 
in devising these four questions tliat he exhausted him- 
self, and had not strength enough to invent the others. 
As soon as he is able to hold a council with his adviseis, 
Lovejoy, Farnsworlh, aud Fred l)ougIa?8, he will f ame 
and propound others. (" Good, good.") You Biack 
Republicans who say good, I have no doubt think that 
they are all good men. I have reason to recollect that 
some people in this country think that Fred Douglass is 
a very good man. The last time I came here to make a 
speech, while talking from the stand to you, people of 
Freeport, as I am doing to-day, I saw a carriage, and a 
magnificent one it was, drive up and take a position on 
the outside of the crowd; a beautiful young lady was 
sitting on the box-seat, whilst Fred Douglass and her 
mother reclined inside, and the owner of the carriage 
acted as driver. I saw this in your own town. ("What 
of it ?") All I have to say of it is this, that if you. Black 
Republicans, think that the negro ought to be on asocial 
equality with your wives and daughters, and ride in a 
carriage with your wife, whilst you drive the team, you 
have perfect right to do so. I am told that one of Fred 
Douglass's kinsmen, anotlier rich black negro, is now 
traveling in this part of tlie State making speeches for 
his friend Lincoln aa the champion of black men. 
(" What have you to say against it ?") All I have to say 
on that subject is, that those of you who believe that the 
negro is your equal and ought to be on an equality with 
you socially, politically, and legally, have a right to en- 
tertain those opinions, and of course will vote for Mr, 
Lincoln. 



POPULAR SOYEREIGNTY IN THE TERRITORIES, 

BY STEPHEN A. DOUGLAS. 
From Harper's Magazine, 1859. 



UsBKB our complex system of government it is the first 
duty of American statesmen to mark distinctly the divi- 
ding line between Federal and Local Authority, To do 
tliis with accuracy Involves an inquiry, not only into the 
powers and duties of the Federal Oovernment under the 
Constitution, but also into the rights, privileges, and im- 
munities of the people of the Territories, as well as of 
the States composing the Union. The relative powers 
and functions of the Federal and State governments have 
become well understood and clearly defined by their 
practical operation and harmonious action for a long 
Kcrjes of years ; while the disputed question— involving 
tlie right of the people of the Territories to govern them- 
selves in respect to their local affairs and internal polity— 
remains a fruitful source of partisan strife and sectional 
controversy. The political organization which was formed 
in 1354, and has assumed the name of the Republican 
I'arty, is based on the theory tbut African Slavery, as it 
exists in this country, is an evil of such magnitude — 
social, moral, and political— as to justify and require the 
exertion of the entire power and influence of the Fede- 
ral Government to the full extent that the Constitution, 
according to their interpretation, will permit for its ulti- 
mate extinction. In the platform of principles adopted 
at Philadelphia by the Republican National Convention 
in ls5ti, it is aOirmed : 

"That the Constitution coiifprs upon Congress sovereign 
pow<!r over ihc Terrllorles of tht; Vnlud States for iheir gov- 
f rnin(!ni, and that In the cxi-rcise of this pow«r it Is bolh Ihe 
ri^lit ami the duly of Congress to prohibit, in ihw Territories 
tlins'; twin rollcs of barbarism, polygamy and SLiverj." 

According to the theory of the Republican party there 
is an irrepressible conflict between Freedom and SUvery, 



free labor and slave labor. Free States and Slave States, 
which is irreconcilable, and must continue to rage witli 
increasing fury until the one siiail become universal by 
the annihilation of the other. In the language of the most 
eminent and authoritative expounder of their poiiticsl 
faith, 

" It Is an Irrepressible conflict between opposing and endur- 
ing forces ; and it means that the United States must and will, 
sooner or later, become either entirely a slave holding natioQ 
or entirely a free-labor nation. Klther the cotton and rice 
fields of .Souih Carolina, and the sugar plantations of Louisiana 
will uliimately bu tilled by free labor, and Charleston and 
New-urleans become marts for legitimate merchandise alone, 
or else Ihe rye fields and wheat fields of Massachusetts and 
New- York aiiist again be surrendered by their farmers to 
slave I'liliure and to the production of slaves, and Boston anil 
Ne w-Vork become once more markets for trade in the bodies 
and souls of men." 

In the Illinois canva-fs of 1853 the same proposition 
was advocated and defended by the distinguished Repub- 
lican standard-bearer in these words : 

" In my opinion it (Ihe Slavery agitation) will not cease until 
a crisis snail have been reached and parsed. ' A House divided 
against iiselC cannot stand.' I believe, this Kovernmeiit can- 
not endure permnnenlly half slave and half free. I do not 
expect the Honse to fiill, hut I do expect it will cease to be 
divided. It will become nil one thing or all the other. Kliner 
the opponents of Slavery will arrest the; further spread of it, 
and place It where the public mind shall rest In the belief diBl 
It Is in the course of uliltnate exlindlon, or hs ndvonates will 
push forward till It shall lieeomc nlikc lawful In hII the .Staios 
— old as well a.s new. North as well as South." 

Thus it will he seen, that under the auspices of a po- 
litical party, whith claims sovereignty In Congress over 
I the subject of Slavery, thern can be no peace on ths 
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Slavery question— no truce in the sectional strife -no fra- 1 
ternity between the North and Soutli, so long as this Union 
remains as our fathers made it— divided into free and 
slave States, with the right on the part of each to retain 
Slavery so long as it chooses, and to abollsli it whenever 
it pleases. 

On the other hand, it would be uncandid to deny that, 
while tlie Democratic party is a unit in its irreconcilable 
opposition to the doctrines and principles of tlie Ueitub- 
lican party, there are radical dilTerences of opinion in 
respect to the poweis and duties of Congress, and tlie 
rights and immunities of the people of the Territories 
under tlie Federal Constitution, which seriously disturb 
its liarmony and threaten its integrity. These differen- 
ces of opinion arise from the dia'erent interpretations 
placed on the Constitution by persons who belong to one 
of the following classes : 

Fimt.—'ihose who believe that the Constitution of the 
United States neither establishes nor prohibits Slavery in 
the States or Territories beyond the power of the people 
legally to control it, but •' leaves the people thereof per- 
fec'.Ij'free ><o form and regulate their domestic institutions 
in tlieir own way, subject only to the Constitution of the 
United States." 

Sevond.—1'hose who believe that the Constitution es- 
Ublishes Slavery in the Territories, and withholds from 
Congress and the Territorial Legislature the power to 
control it ; and who insist that, in the event tiie Territo- 
rial Legislature fails to enact the requisite laws for its 
protection, it becomes the imperative duty of Congress 
to interpose its authority and furnish such protection. 

2y<i/</.— Those who, while professing to believe that 
the Constitution establishes Slavery in the Territories be- 
yond the power of Congress or the Territorial Legisla- 
ture to control it, at the same time protest against the 
duty of Congress to interfere for its protection ; but 
insist that it is tiie duty of the Judiciary to protect and 
maintain slavery in the Territories without any law upon 
the subject. 

By a careful evnniinaf Ion of the second and third pro- 
positions, it will bo seen that the advocates of each agree 
on the theoretical question, that the Constitution estab- 
lishes Slavery in the Territories, and compels them 
have it whether they want it or not ; and differ on f. e 
practical point, whether a right secured by the Constitu- 
tion shall be protected by an act of Congress when all 
other remedies fail. The reason assigned for not pro- 
tecting by law a right secured by the Constitution is, that 
It is the duty of the Courts to protect Slavery in the Ter- 
ritories without any legislation upon the subject. How 
the Courts are to afford protection to slaves or any other 
property, where there is no law providing remedies and 
Imposing jienalties and conferring jurisdiction upon the 
courts to hear and delerniiue the cases as they arise, re- 
mains to be e.\-plaincd 

The acta of Congress, establishing the several Territo- 
ries of the United States, i>rovide that : " The jurisdiction 
of the several Courts herein provided for, both appellate 
and original, and that of the Probate Courts and Justices 
of the I'eace shall be limited by law"— meaning such laws 
M the Territorial Legislatures shall frorn time to time 
enact. It will be seen that the judicial tribunals of the 
Territories have just such jurisdiction, and only sucli, in 
respect to tlie rights of persons and property pertaining 
to the citizens of tlie Territory as the Territorial Legisla- 
ture shall see lit to confer; and consequently, that the 
Courts can afford protection to persons and property no 
further than the Legislature shall, by law, confer the 
jurisdiction, and prescribe the remedies, penalties, and 
modes of proceeding. 

It is dillicult to conceive how any person who believes 
that the Constitution confers the right of protection in 
the enjoyment of slave property in the Territories, regard- 
less of the wishes of the people and of the action of the 
TerritoriHl Legislature, can satisfy his conscience and 
his oath of fidelity to the Constitution in witliholdingsuch 
Congressional legislation as may be essential to the en- 
joyment of such right under the Constitution. Under 
this view of the subject it is impossible to resist Ihe con- 
clusion that, if the Constitution does establish Slavery in 
the Territories, be.vond the power of the people to con- 
trol it by law, it is the imperative duty of Congress to 
rupply all the legislation necessary to its protection; and 
If this propo.sition is not true, it necessarily rti-siilts that 
tlie Constitution neither establishes nor prohibits Slavery 
anywhere, but leaves the people of each State and Terri- 
tory entirely free to form and regulate tlieir domestic 
affairs to suit theinselve.s, without the intervention of 
Congress or any otlier power wli.itsoever. 

But it is urged with great plausibility by those who Iiiivc 
entire faith in the sounilnoss of the proposition, tliat " a 
Territory is the mar - eiv.iture of Congress ; that tlie creu- 
wirc cam;ol be chitne 1 with any ]iowers not possessed by 



the creator ; and that Congress, not possessing the power 
to legislate in respect to Alrican Slavery in the Territories, 
cannot delegate to a Territorial Legislature any power 
whicli it do<.'s not itself possess." 

This proposition is us plausible as It is fallacious. But 
the reverse of it is true as a general rule. Congress can- 
not delegate to a Territorial J.egislature, or to any other 
body of men wliatsoever, any power which the Constitu- 
tion has vested in Congress. In other words : £tery 
power I'jiijerrtcl c« tonj/rens ly the Ccvf^tituiitu 
wunt he iCL'ervisecl hy CtmgrcHu intlie mode prescribid 
in the Constitution. 

Let us test the correctness of this proposition by refer- 
ence to the powers of Congress as deUned in the Constitu- 
tion: 

"The Congress shiiU have power — 

"To lay and tolled laxes, duties, imposts, and exciS'S," 
etc. ; 

" To borrow money on 'he <.-rP(!it of Ihe United Slates ;" 

"To reyulale commerce and loreign nations," etc. ; 

" To csiabhsh a uuiforiu rule of naturalization," etc. ; 

"To cohi money, and n !;ii.a <• die value thereof;" 

"To esutblish posl oHics aiiU posl-roaUs 

"To conslliule irlbuimls hileri.r oilie Supreme Court ;" 

" To deeliire war," cic. ; 

" To provide and mahilaln a navy." 

This list might be extended so as to embrace all the 
power conferred on Congress by the Constitution; but 
enough litis been cited to test the principle. AVIIl it be 
contended that Congress can delegate any one of these 
powers to a Territorial Legislature, or to any tribunal 
whatever? Can Congress delegate to Kansas the power 
to " regulate commerce," or to Nebraska the power " to 
establish uniform rules ofniituralizatlon,"or to Illinois the 
power " to coin money and regulate the value thereof," 
or to Virginia the power " to establisb post-offices and 
post-roads V" 

The mere statement of the question carries with it the 
emphatic answer, that Congress cannot delegate any 
jiower which it does not possess ; hut that every power con- 
ferred on Congress by the Constitution must be exercised 
by Congress in the manner prescribed In that Instrument. 

On the other hand, there arc cases In wlilcli Congress 
may establish tribunals and local governments, and invest 
them with powers which Congress does not possess, and 
cannot exercise under the Constitution. For instiince. 
Congress may establish courts Inferior to the Supreme 
Court, and confer upon them the power to hear and <lc- 
termine cases, and render judgments affecting the life, 
liberty, and property of tlie citizen, without itself having 
the power to hear and determine such ciiuses, render 
judgments, or revise or annul the same. In like manner 
Congress may Institute governments for the Territories, 
composed of an executive, judicial, tind legislative depart- 
ment; and may confer upon the Governor all the e.vecu- 
tlve powers and functions of the Territory, without having 
the right to exercise any one of those powers or functions 
itself. 

Congress may confer upon the judicial department all 
the judicial powers and fuinulons of the Territory, without 
having the right to hear and determine a cause, or render 
a judgment, or to revise or tmnul any decision made by 
the courts so established by Congress. Congress may also 
confer upon the legislative department of the Territory 
certain legislative powers which It can not Itself exercise, 
and only such as Congress cannot exercise under the 
Constitution. The powers which Congress may thus c»n~ 
fer, but cannot exercise, are such as relate to the do- 
mestic affairs and Internal polity of the TciTitory, and do 
not iiffect the general welfare of the Hepubllc. 

This dividing line between Federal and Local authority 
was familiar to the framers of the Constitution. It is 
clearly defined and distinctly marked on every page of his- 
tory which records tlie great events of that Immortal 
struggle between tlie American Colonies and the British 
Government, which resulted in the establishment of our 
national Indepen: ence. In the beginning of that strug- 
gle the Colonies neither contemplated nor desired Inde- 
pendence. In till their addresses to the Crown, and to the 
Parliament, and to the people of Great Britain, as well as 
to the people of America, they averred tliat as loyal British 
subjects tliey deiilored the causes which Impelled their se- 
paration from the parent country. They were strongly 
and all'eclionalely attached to the Constitution, civil and 
political institutions and jurisprudence of Great Britain, 
which they proudly claimed as the birthright of all English- 
men ; and det-ired to transmit them unimpaired as a pre- 
cious legacy to tlieir posterity. For a long series of years 
they reniorstral^'il agahl^t the \icliition of their Inalien- 
able rights of sell'-goveriiiiient under the British Constitu- 
tion, and humbly petitioned for tlie redress of their griev- 
ances. 

They aekiiowk'diivd and affirmed their allegiance to 
the Crown, their affection for the people, and their devo- 
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tion to the ConsUtutlon of Great Britain; and their only 
complaint was that they were not permitted to enjoy the 
rigiits and privileges of self-government, in the manage- 
ment of their internal affaire and domestic concerns, in ac- 
-cordance with the guaranties of that Constitution and of the 
colonial charters granted by the Crown in pursuance of it. 
They conceded the right of the Imperial Oovijrnnient to 
make all laws and perform all acts concerning the Colo- 
nies, which were In their nature Imperial and not Coio- 
«£u^— which affected the general welfare of the Emph-e, 
and did not interfere with the "internal polity" of the 
Colonies. They recognized the right of the Imperial Go- 
vernment to declare war and make peace ; to coin money 
and determine its value ; to make treaties ivnd conduct in- 
tercourse with foreign nations ; to regulate commerce be- 
tween the several colonies, and between each colony and 
the parent country, and with foreign countries; and in 
general they recognized the riglit of the Imperial Govern- 
ment of Great Untain to exercise all the powers and au- 
thority which, under our Federal Constitution, are dele- 
■ gated by the people of the several States to the Govern- 
ment of the United States. 

Recognizing and concedhjg to the Imperial Government 
all these fovren,induding the right loiimtUute goveni- 
mente for the colonieii, by granting charters under which 
the mhabltanta residing within the limits of any specified 
territory might be organized into a political community, 
with a government consisting of its appropriate depart- 
ments, executive, legislative, and judicial ; conceding all 
these powers, the Colonies emphatically denied that the 
Imperial Government had any rightful autuority to impose 
taxes upon them without their consent, or to interfere 
with their internal polity ; clahning that it was the birth- 
right of all Englishmen — inalienable when formed Into a 
political community — to exercise and enjoy all the rights, 
privileges, and immunities of self-government in respect to 
all matters and things which were local and not general 
— internal and not external — colonial and not imperial — 
as fully as if they were inhabitants of England, with a fair 
representation in Parliament. 

Tims it appears that our fathers of the Revolution were 
contending, not for Independence in the first instance, but 
for the inestimable right of local self-government under 
the British Constitution ; the right of every distinct political 
community — dependent colonies, territories, provinces, 
as well as sovereign States — to make their own local laws, 
form their own domestic institutions, and manage theU 
own internal affairs in their own way, sul^cct only to the 
Constitution of Great Britain as the paramount law of the 
empire. 

The government of Great Britain had violated this ina- 
lienable right of local self-government by a long series of 
acts on a great variety of subjects. The first serious point 
of controversy arose on the Slavery question as early as 
1(599, which continued a fruitful source of irritation until 
the Revolution, and formed one of the causes for the sepa- 
ration of the Colonies from the British crown. 

For more than forty years the provincial legislature of 
Virginia had passed laws for the protection and encourage- 
ment of African Slavery within her limits. This policy 
was steadily pursued until the white inhabitants of Virgi- 
nia became alarmed for their own safety, in view of the 
numerous and formidable tribes of Indian savage? which 
surrounded and threatened the feeble wlute settlements, 
whUe ship-loads of African savages were being daily landed 
in their midst. In order to check and restrain a policy 
which seemed to threaten the very existence of the colony, 
the provincial legislature enacted a lav? imposing a tax 
upon every slave who should be brought mto Virginia. 
The British merchants, who were engaged in the African 
slave-trade, regarding thLs legislation as injurious to their 
Interests and in violation of their rights, petitioned the 
King of England and his majesty's muiisters to annul the 
obno.xious law, and protect them in theh- right to carry 
their slaves into Virginia and all other British colonies 
wliich were the common property of the empire — ac- 
quired by the common blood i:nd common treasure — and 
from which a few adventurers, who had settled on tlie im- 
perial domain by his majesty's sufferance, had no right to 
exclude them, or discriminate against their property by a 
mere provincial enactment. Upon a full consideration of 
the subject, the king graciously granted the prayer of the 
petitioners ; and accordingly i3s\3^d peremptory orders to 
the royal governor of Virginia, and to the governors of all 
the other British colonies in America, forh'tiding thcni to 
Bi.^n or approve any colonial or provincial enactment inju- 
rious to the African slave-trade, unless such enactment 
should contain a clause siispending its operation until his 
majesty's plensure should be made known in the premises. 

Judge Tucker, in his Appendix to Blackstone, refers to 
thirty-one acta of the jirovincial legislature of Virginia, 
p issed lit various periods from 1()62 to 1772, upon the sul)- 
ject of African Slavery, showmg conclusively tluit Virginia 



always conoldered this as one of the questions affecting 
her "internal polity," over which she, in common with 
the other colonics, claimed " the right of exclusive legisla- 
tion in their provincial legislatures" within their respec- 
tive limits. Some of these acts, particularly those which 
were enacted prior to the year 1699, were evidently in- 
tended to foster and encourage, as well as to regulate and 
control, African Slavery, as one of the domestic institutions 
of the colony. The act of 1C99, and most of the enact- 
ments subsequent to that date, were as obviously designed 
to restrain and check the growth of the institution, with 
the view of confining it within tlie limit of the actual neces- 
sities of the community, or its ultimate extinction, as 
might be deemed most conducive to the public interests, 
by a system of unfriendly legislation, such as imposing a 
tax on all slaves introduced into the colony, which was 
increased and renewed from time to time, as occasion re- 
quired, until the period of the Revolution. Slany of these 
acts never took effect, in consequence of the king with- 
holding his assent, even after the governor had approved 
the enactment, in cases where it contained a clause sus- 
pending its operation until his majesty's pleasure should 
be madu known lu the premises. 

In 1772, the provincial legislature of Virginia, after im- 
posing another tax of five per cent, on all slaves imported 
into the colony, petitioned the king to remove all those 
restraints whr.ch inhibited his majesty's governors assent- 
ing to such laws as might check so very pernicious a com- 
merce as Slavery. Of this petition Judge Tucker says ; 

"The following extract from a petition to the Throne, pr?- 
Rented from the House of Burgessos of Vircinla. Ajjril ht, 
1772, will show the sense of the peojde of Virginia on the sub- 
ject of (slavery at that period : 

" ' The importation of slaves into the colony from the coast 
of Africa ham long Ijcen considered as a iradi; of yrcat inlia. 
manliy ; and under its present encouragement we have too 
much reason to foar w.U endanper tlie very existence of your 
Majesty's American dominions.' " 

Mark the ominous words ! Virginia tells tlie king of 
England in 177*2, four years prior to the Declaration of 
Independence, that his Majesty's American dominions 
are in danger: not because of the Stamp duties— not 
because of the tax on tea — not because of his attempts 
to collect revenue in America! These have since hceo 
deemed sufficient to justify rebellion and rcvolutiou. 
But none of these are referred to by Virginia in her 
address to the Throne — there being another wrong wliieb 
in magnitude and enormity, so far exceeded these and 
all other causes of complaint, that the very existence ai 
his Majesty's American dominions depended upon , ! 
That wrong consisted in forcing African Slavery upon a 
dependent colony without her consent, and in ojipusition 
to the wishes of her own people ! 

The people of Virginia at that day did not appreciate 
the force of the argument useil by the British merchants, 
who were engaged in the African slave-trade, and whicll 
was afterward indorsed, at least by implication, by tlie 
king and his ministers ; that the Colonies were the com- 
mon property of the empire— acquired by the common 
blood and treasure — and therefore all Britisli subjects Iiad 
the right to carry their slaves into the colonies, and hold 
them in defiance of the local law and in contempt of the 
wishes and safety of the Colonies. 

The people of Virginia not being convinced by th's 
process of reasoning, still adhered to the doctrine wliich 
ihry held in common with their sister colonies, that it 
was the birthright of all freemen — inalienable wlitn 
formed into political communities — to exercise exclusive 
legislation in respect to all matters pertaining to their 
internal polity— Slavery not excepted ; and r.athi r than 
surrender this great right, they were prepared to wltli- 
draw their allegiance from the crown. 

Again referring to this petition to the king, the same 
learned judge adds : 

" Tills jietitlon produced no effect, as appears from the first 
clausi! of our (Virginia) Coastiiiilion, where, anion!; o.hjr 
acts of misrule, the Inhuman use of the royal negative In 
rcfiisiiis us (the people of Virginia) permission to exclude 
Silvery from tis by law, is eiiumerjited among the rcasous 
or separating from Great Kritnln." 

This clause in the Constitution of Virginia, referring to 
the inhuman use of the royal negative, in refusing the 
Colony of Virginia permission to exclude Slayery from her 
limits by law, as one of the reasons for separating froia 
Great Britain, was adopted on the 12th day of June, 
1776, three weeks and one day previous to the Declara- 
tion of Independence by the Continental Congress; auil 
after remaining in force as a part of the Constitution 
for a period of fifty-four years, was re-adopted, wiiliout 
alteration, by the Convention which framed the net* 
Constitution in 18:30, and then ratified by the people as a 
part of the new Constitution ; and was again re-adopted 
by the Convention which amended the Constitution in 
1S50, and again ratified bv the people aa a part of the 
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imended Constitution, and at this day remains a portion 
of tlie fundamental law of Virginia — proclaiming to the 
world and f o posterity that one of the reasons for separa- 
ting from Great Britain was "the inhuman use of the 
royal negsitive In refusing ua (the Colony of Virginia) 
permission to exclude Slavery from us by law !" 

The legislation of Virginia on this subject may be taken 
OS a fair sample of the legislative enactments of each of 
the thirteen Colonies, showing conclusively timt slavery 
was regarded by them all as a domestic ciucstion to be 
regarded and determined by each colony to suit itself, 
without the intervention of the British Parliament or 
" the inhuman use of the royal negative." Kach colony 
passed a series of enactments, beginning at an early 
period of its history and running down to the commence- 
ment of the Kevolution, either protecting, regulating, or 
restraining African Slavery within its re^pective limits, 
and in accordance with their wishes and supposed 
hiteresta. North and South Carolina, following the ex- 
ample of Virginia, at first encouraged the Introduction 
of slaves, until the number increased beyond their wants 
and necessities, when they attempted to check and 
ru3tr:<in the further growth of the institution, by imposing 
a high rate of taxation upon all slaves which should be 
brought into those colonies ; and finally, in 1764, South 
Carolina passed a law imposing a penalty of one hundred 
pounds (or five liundred dollars) for every negro slave 
subsequently introduced into that colony. 

The colony of Georgia was originally founded on strict 
anti-slavery principles, and rigidly maintained W policy 
for a series of years, until the inhabitants became con- 
vinced by experience that, with their climate and produc- 
tions, slave labor, if not essential to their existence, would 
prove beneficial and useful to their material interests. 
Maryland and Delaware protected and regulated African 
Slavery as one of their domestic institutions. Pennsylva- 
nia, under the advice of 'William Penn, substituted fourteen 
years' service and perpetual adscript to the soil for here- 
ditary Slavery, and attempted to legislate, not for the total 
abolition of Slavery, but for the sanctity of marriage 
among slaves, and for their personal security. New-Jer- 
sey, New-Yorkj and Connecticut recognized African Slavery 
as a domestic institution lawfully existing within their re- 
spective limits, and passed the requisite laws for its con- 
trol and regulation. 

Rhode Island provided by law that no sl&ve should serve 
more than ten years, at the end of which time he v/as to 
he set free ; and if the master should refuse to let him go 
free, or sold him eLsewhere for a longer period of service, 
be was subject to a penalty of forty pounds, which was 
supposed at that period to be nearly double the value of 
tlie slave. 

Massa<!liusetts imposed heavy taxes upon all slaves 
brought into the colony, and provided in some instances 
for seiiuing the slaves back to theh* native land ; and finally 
prohil)ite(l the introduction of any more slaves into the 
colony under any circumstanceM. 

■\Vlien New-Hampshire passed laws which were designed 
to prevent the introduction of any more slaves, the British 
Ctibinet Issued the following order to Governor Wentworth : 
" You are not to give your assent to, or piiss any law im- 
posing duties upon negroes imported into New-Hamp- 
sliire." 

Wliile the legislation of the several colonies exhibits 
dissimilarity of views, founded on a diversity of interests, 
on the merits and policy of Slavery, it shows conclusively 
that they all regarded it as a domestic question afi°ccting 
their internal polity in respect to which they were entitled 
to a full and exclusive power of legislation in the several 
provincial legislatures. For a few years Immediately pre- 
ceding the American Revolution, the African slave-trade 
was encouraged and stimulated by the British Government, 
and carried on with more vigor by the English merchants, 
than at any other period In the history of the Colonies ; 
ini this fact, taken in connection with the extraordinary 
cWm asserted in the memorable preamble to the act re- 
pealing the stamp duties, that " Parliament possessed the 
right to bind the Colonics In all cases whatever," not only 
In respect to all matters affecting the general welfare of 
the empire, but also in regard to the domestic relations 
and internal polity of the Colonies — produced a powerful 
Impression upon the minds of the colonists, and imparted 
peculiitr prominence to the principle involved in the con- 
troversy. 

Hence the enactments by the several colonial legisla- 
tures calculated and designed to restrain and prevent the 
increase of slaves; and, on the other hand, the orders 
Usued by the Crown, instructing the colonial governors 
not to sign or permit any legislative enactment prejudicial 
or Injurious to tiie African slave-trade, unless such enact- 
ment should contain a clause suspending its operation 
unnl the royal pleasure should be made known In the 
preuiisus ; or, in other words, until the klag should have an 



opportunity of annulling the acta of the colonial leglsla^ 
tures by the "inhuman use of the royal negative." 

Thus the policy of the Colonies on the Slavery question 
had assumed a direct antagonism to that of the British 
Government ; and this antagonism not only added to the 
importance of the principle of local self-government in the 
Colonies, but produced a general concurrence of opinion 
and action in respect to the question of Slavery in the 
proceedings of the Continental Congress, which assembled 
at Philadelphia for the first time on the 5th of September, 
1774. 

On the 14th of October the Congress adopted a Bill of 
Rights for the Colonies, In the form of a scries of resolu- 
tions. In which, after conceding to the British Government 
the power to regulate commerce and do such other things 
as affected the general welfare of the empire, without in- 
terfering with the internal polity of the Colonies, they de- 
clared " That they are entitled to a free and exclusive 
power in their several provincial legislatures, where their 
right of representation can alone be preserved in all cases 
of taxation and internal polity." Having thus defined th« 
principle for which they were contending, the Congress 
proceeded to adopt the following " Peaceful Measures," 
which they still hoped would be suQicient to induce com- 
pliance with their just and reasonable demands. These 
" Peaceful Measures " consisted of addre.';«es to the khig, 
to the Parliament, and to the people of Great Britain, 
together with an association of non-intercourse to be ob- 
served and maintained so long as their grievances should 
remain unredressed. 

The second article of this association, which was adopted 
without opposition, end signed by the delegates from aU 
the Colonies, was in these words : 

" That we will neither Import nor purchase any slave Im- 
ported after the first day of December next ; after which time 
we will wholly dis'ioniuiue Uie slave-trade, and will neither 
be concerned in it ourselves, nor will we hire our vessels, 
nor RcU our conunodiUes or mtanufactures to those who aro 
engaged In it " 

This Bill of Rights, together with these articles of asso- 
ciation, were subsequently submitted to and adopted 
by each of the thirteen Colonies in their respective pro- 
vincial ^legislatures. 

Thus was distinctly formed between the Colonies and 
the parent country that issue upon which the Decla- 
ration of Independence was founded, and the battles of 
the Revolution were fought. It involved the specific 
claim on the part of the Colonies — denied by the King 
and Parliament — to the exclusive right of legislation 
touching all local and internal concerns, Slaver-y 
included. This being the principle involved in the 
contest, a majority of the Colonists refused to i)er- 
mlt their delegates to sign the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence except upon the distinct condition and ex- 
press reservation to each colony of the exclusive right 
to manage and control its local concerns and police re- 
gulations without the intervention of any general Con- 
gress which might be established for the United Colonies. 

Let us cite one of these reservations as a specimen of 
all, showing conclusively that they were fighting for the 
inalienable right of local self-government, with the clear 
understanding that when they bad succeeded in throw- 
ing off the despotism of the British Parliament, no Con- 
gressional despotism was to be substituted for it ; 

" We, the Delegates of Maryland, In Convention assemblpd, 
do declare that the King of Great Britain has violated las 
compact with this people, and that they owe no allegiance to 
him. We have thereforz thought H just and necessary to em- 
power our Deputies in Congress to join with a majoHly of 
the United Colonies in declaring tliem free and Independent 
States, in framing such further confederation between them, 
in making foreign aUiauces, and in adopting such other mea- 
sures as shall be judged necessary for the preservation of their 
liberties : 

"Prodded, The sole and exclusive right of regulating the 
internal polity and government of this Colony be reserved to 
the pccple thereof. 

" we nave also thought proper to call a new Convention for 
the purpose of establishing a government in this Colony. 

"No ambtlious views, no desire of independence, induced 
the people of Maryland to form a union with the othur Colo- 
nies. To procure an exemption from Pariiameniary taxa- 
tion, and to continue to the l egislatures of Uiese Colonies the 
sole and exclusive right of regulaUtig their luterniJ Polity, 
was our original and only mttive. To maintain, U»%-i(>late our 
libertips, and to transmit thiui unimpaired to posterity, wrr 
our duty and first wish ; our next, to continue connected with 
anil dependent on Great Biitain. For the truth of iheso 
as'^'rlions we appeal to that Almighty Being who is emjiluitl- 
(•ally styliid the Searcher of bearta, and from whose oiiuil- 
science none is conce;ili>d. Telylng on this Divine protection 
and asslsianec, .'ind trusting to the justice of our causH, 
exliortand oonjur.' every viitiious citizen to join fonlially in 
def^nso of our i-oinmon rlsli's and in maintenance of the freft 
dom of llili and her sister rnionies." 

The first plan of Fedcr.vl (iovernraent adopted for the 
United States was fornuul durinc; the Kevoliitinn, and i» 
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usually known as " The Articles of Confederation." By | Second.—" That tho settlers within the Territory so lo he 
t>ie.se Articles it was proviUed that "Each State retains P"™''^^^'* ani olfm-d tor sale shall, eilhor on ih.-ir owe 



At the time the Articles of Confederation were 
adopted— July 9, 177S— *ne United States held no lands 
or territory in common. The entire country — including 
all the waste and unappropriated lands— erahraced within I 
or i)ertaining to the Confederacy, belonged to and Wiis | 
the property of the several States within whose limits 
the name was situated. 

On the Gth day of September. 1780, Congress "recora- 
nienrted to tha several States in the Union havingclaimsto 
waste and unappropriated lands in the Western country, 
a liberal ces-ion to the United States of a portion of their 
respeetive claims for the common benefit of the Union." 

On the 20th day of October, 1783, the Legislature of 
Virjjinia passed an act authorizing the Delegates in Con- 
gress from that State to convey lo the United States 
" the territory or tract of country within the limits of 
the Virginia Charter, lying and bearing to the northwest 
of the river Ohio " — which grant was to be made upon 
the " condition that the territory so ceded shall be laid 
out and formed into States ;" and that " the States bo 
formed shall be distinct republican States, aad admitted 
members of the Federal Union, having the same rights 
of Sovereignty, Freedom, and Independence as the other 
States." 

Oa the 1st day of March, 1734, Thomas Jefferson and 
his colleagues in Congress executed the deed of cession 
In pursuance of the act of the Virginia Legislature, 
which was accepted and ordered to "be recorded 
and enrolled among the acts of the United States in 
Congi-ess assembled." Thi? was the first territory ever 
acquired, held, or owned, by the United States. On the 
same day of the deed of cession, Mr. Jefferson, as chair- 
man of a committee which had been appointed, consist- 
ing of Mr. Jefferson of Virginia, Mr. Chase of Maryland, 
and Mr. Howell of Rhode Island, submitted to Congress 
"a plan for the temporary government of the territory 
ceded or to be ceded by the individual States to the 
United States." 

It is important that this Jeffersonlan plan of govern- 
ment for the Territories should be carefully considered 
for many obvious reasons. It w.ia the first plan of 
government for the Territories ever adopted in the 
United States. It was drawn by the author of the De- 
claration of Independence, and revised and adopted by 
those who shaped the issues which produced the Kevo- 
luticn, and formed the foundations upon which our 
whole American system of government rests. It was 
not intended to be either local or temporary in its char- 
acter, but was designed to apply to all " territory ceded 
or to be ceded," and to be universal in its application 
and eternal in its duration, wherever and whenever we 
might have territory requiring a government. It ignored 
the right of Congress to legislate for the people of 
the Territories, without their C'lnsent, and recognized 
the inalienable riglit of the people of the Territories, 
when organized into political communities, to gove.n 
themselves in respect to their local concerns and in- 
ternal polity. It was adopted by tlie Congress of 
the Confederation on the '23d day of April, 1784, and 
stood upon the Statute lioolc as a general and perma- 
nent plan for the government of all territory which we 
then owned or should subsequently acquire, with a pro- 
vision declaring it to be a " Charter of Compact," and 
that its provisions should "stand as fundamental con- 
ditions between the thirteen original States and tliose 
newly described, unalterable but by the joint consent 
of the United States in Congress assembled, and of the 
particular State within which such alteration Is proposed 
to be made." Thus this Jeffersonlan plan for the gov- 
ernment of the Territories— tills " Chtirter of Compact " 
— " these fundamental conditions," which were declared 
to be " unalterable " without the consent of the people 
of " the particular State [territory] within which such 
alteration is proposed to be made," stood on the Statute 
Book when tho Convention assembled at Philadelphia 
In 17S7, and proceeded to form the Constitution of the 
United States. 

Now let us examine the main provisions of the Jeffer- 
son Fian: 



Firiit. — "That the territory ceded or to be ceded by th* 
individual Statf-s lo thn United States, whenever tlie same shall 
h;ive been purchased nf the Indian inhal)ltants and odi-red for 
Bale by the United Htates, shall be formed Into additional 
States," etc., etc. 

The Plan proceeds to designate the boundaries and 
territorial extent of the proposed " additional States," and 
then provides : 



nevertheless slmll be subject lo altera.ioa bv lU -ir o.'.limiry 
f.egislaiure ; and to erect, subject lo like al'i"ra',ioii, (•oiintits 
or (owusUlys for the election of members tor iheir I.e"islii- 
ture." " 

Having thus provided a mode by which the fir-st inhabi- 
tants or settlers of the territory may assemble togutluT 
and choose for themselves the Constitution and laws of 
some one of the original thirteen States, and declare tin; 
same in force for the government of their territory ii-in 
porarily, with the right on the part of the people to 
change the same, through their local Legislature, as lliey 
may see proper, the Plan then proceeds to point out tlie 
mode in which they may establish for theniselve.i " a per- 
manent Constitution and government" whenever they 
shall have twenty thousand inhabitants, as follows i 

T/iirrf.— " That such temporary government nnlv sh.iU idu- 
tlnue In force In any Stale until It shiiil have aciiuiiN-if tWfu y 
thousand free Inhabitants, when, giving Any. prunf ili.'rciil » 
Congress, they shall receive from lii.Mu aiiMiDriiv, \vi;ii a.j. 
polntments of time and place, lo call a Coih-i'iiUdm of Kcnri). 
sentatives to establish i. permanent Consiiiuiioa lui'l jjoverii- 
meut for themselves." 

Havtag thus provided for the first settlers "a tempo- 
rary government" in these " additional States," and for 
a " permanent Constitution and government" when they 
shall have acquired twenty thousantl inhabitants, tlie Plan 
contemplates that they shall continue to govern them- 
selves aK States, having, as provided in the Virginia deed 
of session, "the same rights of sovereignty, freedom, and 
independence," in respect to their domestic affairs and 
internal polity, " as the other States," until they shall 
have a population equal to the least numerous of the 
original thirteen States; and in the meantime shall keep 
a sitting member in Congress, with a right of debating 
but not of voting, when they shall be admitted into tiie 
Union on an equal footing with the other States, as fol- 
lows : 

Fmrth.—" That whenever any of the said Slates phiill have 
of free inhabitants us many as shull ihcn Im- in any one of ihc 
least numerous of the iliineeu original .Staitis, .such .s«.(/^ sbaii 
be admitted by lis (b'icgates Into the Congn'ss of the Uiiited 

Suites on an e.iiial foothig with llie said original Slates." 

And— 

" Until such admission by (heir dclct^atcs Into Congre.ss any 
of the said SM/f*. after tlie csial>l,s,iiii"n: of ilirir '..'iiiHoiary 
KOvcrnment. shall have nmhorlly to kre)) a Miiiiui; iin nibirin 
Congress, with the right of debating, but not of vo'.iiij;." 

Attached to the provision which appears in this paper 
under the "third" head is a proviso, contttining five pro- 
positions, which, when agreed to and accepted by the 
people of said additional States, were "to be formed 
into a charter of comoact," and to remain forever "unal- 
terable," except by the consent of such States as well as 
of the United SttUes — to wit : 

" ProHded, That both tho temporary and pernnnent gov- 
ernments be e,stalillshed on these priticiplcs as iin-ir Imsis :" 

1*<.— " That thi!y shall forever remain a pan of the United 
Stall's of America." 

2<J.— " That in their persons, property, and Territory they 
shall be sul>j(!Ct lo the government oJ Die United .Siales In 
C(>n^r(>ss assembled, and lo tho Articles ot Confederation in all 
those (rases in which the original Stales sliall be so suliject." 

.^i.— " That they shall be sJibject to nava part of ihe federal 
dftbis contracted, or to be contracted— lo be apportlonedoa 
them by Congress according lo the same common rule and 
measure by wlilch apportionments thereof shall be made oa 
the other Stales." 

4(/i.— " That their respective govornment sliall be in repub 
lican form, and shiiU admit no person to be a citizen who holds 
any hcredUary title." 



The fifth article, which relates to the prohibition of 
Slavery, after the year 1800, having been rejected by 
Congress, never became a part of the Jeffersonlan Flan 
of Government for the Territories, as adopted April 28, 
1784. 

The concluding paragraph of this Plan of Government, 
which emphatically ignores the right of Congress to bind 
the people of the Territories without their consent, and 
recognizes the people therein as the true source of ail 
legitimate power in respect to their internal polity, Is in 
these words : 



"That alt the prteedlnc arllclos shnll be formed iii'na fltar- 
Utr nf rompivt, ►h.iU \'i>. duly rxecnted by the |■^^.^illl•Ilt of die 
Uniied SiaU's. in t'oii(;rrss assembh'ii, iindep his Imiir! and 'M 
seal of ihr! Uiiiteil States, sli.ill prnnmlijaieil, anil shall stand 
asfiinilami'iiiiil coniliildns between the thirteen original Slates 
and ihose newly ilescrilied, uiialteralile hut bv ihe joint con- 
sent of tli(! Uiilir'.l Slales In t'oiiaress asscmi>In I. ami of till! 
particular Sine within wlilch such alteration is proposedll 
bo mado." 
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This Jeffersonian Plan of Government embodies and 
carries out the ideas and principles of the fathers of the 
Bevolution— that the people of every separate political 
community (dependent Colonies, Provinces, and Territo- 
ries as well as sovereign States) have an inalienable right 
to govern themselves in respect to their internal polity, 
and repudiates the dogma of the British Jlinistry and 
the Tories of that day, that all Colonies, Provinces and 
Territories were the property of the empire, acquired 
with the conmion blood and common treasure, and that 
tlie inliabitants thereof have no rights, privileges, or 
Immunities except such as the Imperial Government 
ehoul<I graciously condescend to bestow upon them. 
This Plan recognizes by law and irrevocable " compact" 
the existence of two distinct classes of States under our 
American system of government— the one being mem- 
bers of the Union, and consisting of the original thirteen 
and such otiier States, having the requisite population, 
as Congress should admit into the Federal Union, with 
an equal vote in the management of Federal alTairs as 
well as the exclusive power in regard to their internal 
polity respectively — the other, not having the requisite 
population for admission into the Union, could have no 
vote or agency in the control of the Federal relations, 
but possessed the same exclusive power over their 
domestic all'airs and internal policy respectively as 
tlie original States, with tlie right, while" they have 
less than twenty thousand inhabitants, to choose for 
their government the Constitution and laws of any 
one of the original States ; and when they should have 
more than twenty thousand, but less than the number 
required to entitle them to admission into the Union, 
tliey were autliorized to form for themselves " a perma- 
nent Constitution and government ;" and In either case 
Uiey were entitled to keep a delegate in Congress with 
the right of debating, but not of voting. This " Charter 
of Compact," with its " fundamental conditions," which 
were declared to be " unalterable" without " the joint 
consent" of the people interested in them, as well as of 
the United States, thus stood on the statute book unre- 
pealed and unrcpealable— furnishing a complete system 
of government for all "the territory ceded or to be ceded" 
to the United States, without any other legislation upon 
the subject, when, on the 14th day of May, 1787, the Fede- 
ral Convention assembled in Philadelphia and proceeded 
to form tlie Constitution under which we now live. Tlius 
It will be seen tliat the dividing line between Federal and 
Local authority, in respect to the rights of those political 
communities .vhich, for the sake of convenience and in 
contradistinction to the Stales represented in Congress, 
we now call Territories, but which were then known as 
"States" or " new StateD," was so distinctly marked at 
that day that no intelligent man could fail to perceive it. 

It is true tliat the government of the Confederation liad 
proved totally inadequate to tl>e fulfillment of the ends 
for which it was devised; not because of the relations be- 
tween the Territories, or new States, and the United States, 
but In consequence of having no power to enforce its de- 
crees on the Federal questions which were clearly within 
the scope of its expressly delegated powers. The radical 
defects in the Articles of Confederation were found to con- 
eist in the fact that it was a mere league between sove- 
reign States, and not a Federal Government with its ap- 
propriate departments— E.tecutive, Legislative, and Ju- 
dicial—each clothed with authority to perform and carry 
Into effect its own peculiar functions. The Confederation 
having no power to enforce compliance with the resolves, 
"the consequence was, that tliough in theory its resolu- 
tions of Congress were equivalent to laws, yet in practice 
they were found to be mere recommendations, which tlie 
States, like other sovereignties, observed or disregarded, 
acconling to flieir own good-will and gracious pleasure." 
Congress could not impose duties, collect taxes, raise 
armies, or do any other act essential to the existence of 
government, without tlie voluntary consent and coiipera- 
Uonof eacli o' tlie States. Congress could resolve, but 
could not carry Its resolutions into effect — could recom- 
mend to the States to provide a revenue for the necessi- 
ties of the Federal Government, but could not use the 
means necessary to the collection of the revenue when the 
States failed to comply — could recommend to the States to 
provide an ;irmy for the general defense, and apportion 
among the Slates their respective quotas, but could not en- 
list the men and order them Into the Federal service. For 
these reasons a Feilcral Government, with its appropriate 
departments, acting directly upon the individual citizens, 
With authority to enforce Its decrees to tlin extent of its 
delegated powers, and not dependent upon the voluntary 
action of the several States in tlieir corporate capacity, 
became inillspensalile as a substitute for the government 
of the Confederation. 

In the formation of the Constitution of the United States 
(be Federal Convention took the Ilritlsh Constitution, as 



interpreted and expounded by the Colonies during their 
controversy with Great Britain, for ttieir model— making 
such modifications In its structure and principles as the 
change in our condition had rendered necessary. They 
entrusted the Executive functions to a President in the 
place of a King ; the Legislative functions to a Congress, 
composed of a Senate and House of l{e])rcsentatives, in 
lieu of the Parliament consistingof the Houses of Lords and 
Commons ; and the Judicial functions to a Supreme Court 
and sucli inferior courts as Congress should from time to 
time ordain and establish. 

Having thus divided the powers of government into the 
three appropriate departments, with which they had al- 
ways been familiar, they proceeded to confer upon the 
Federal Government substantially the same powers which 
they as colonies had been willing to concede to the British 
Government ; and to reserve to the States and to the peo- 
ple the same rights and privileges which they as colonies 
had denied to the British Government during tlie entire 
struggle which terminated in our Independence, and 
which they had claimed for themselves and their posterity 
as the birthright of all freemen, inalienable when organ- 
ized into political communities, and to be enjoyed and ex- 
ercised by colonies, territories, and provinces as fully and 
completely as by sovereign States. Thus it will be seen 
that there is no organic feature or fundamental principle 
embodied in the Constitution of the United States which 
had not been familiar to the people of the Colonies from 
the period of their earliest settlement, and which had' 
not been repeatedly asserted by them when denied by 
Great Britain auring the whole period of their colonial his- 
tory. 

Let us pause at this point for a moment, and inquire 
whether it be just to those illustrious patriots and sages who 
formed the Constitution of tlie United States, to assume 
that they Intended to confer upon Congress that unlimited 
and arbitrary power over the people of the American Ter- 
ritories, which they had resisted witli their blood when 
claimed by the British Parliament over British colonies in 
America? Did tliey confer upon Congress the right to 
bind tlie people of the American Territories in all cases 
whatsoever, after having fought the battles of the Bevolu- 
tion against a "Preamble" declaring the right of Par- 
liament "to bind the Colonies in all cases whatsoever?" 

If, as they contended before the Revolution, it was the 
birthright of all Englishmen, inalienable when formed Into 
political communities, to exercise exclusive power of legis- 
lation in their local legislatures in respect to all things 
alfecting their internal polity— Slavery not excepted — did 
not the same riglit, after the Revolution, and by virtue of 
it, become the birtliright of all Americans, in like manner 
inalienable when organized into political communities — no 
matter by what name, whether Colonies, Territories, Pro- 
vinces, ornew States? 

Names often deceive persons in respect to the nature 
and substance of things. A single instance of this kind 
is to be found in that clause of the Constitution which 
says : 

" Congress shall have power to dispose of. and make all 
needltil rulfs and regulations respectiiifr the territory or other 
property belonging to the United Status." 

This being the only clause of the Constitution in which 
the word '■ Territory" appears, that fact alone has doubt- 
less led many persons to suppose that the right of Con- 
gress to establish temporary governments for tlie Terri- 
tories, in the sense in which the word is now used, must 
be derived from it, overlooking the iinporlant and con- 
trolling facts that at the time tl e Constitution was formed 
the word " Territory" had never been used or understood 
to designate a political community or government of any 
kind in any law, compact, deed of cession, or public 
document; but had invariably been used either in its 
peopraphicsil sense to describe tlie superficial area of a 
State or district of country, as in ihe Virginia deed of 
cession of the " Territory or tract of country'^ northwest 
of tlie river Ohio ; or as meaning land in its character 
as property, in whicli latter sense it appears in the clause 
of tlie Constitution referred to, wlien providing for the 
disposition of the " Territory or other projieriy belong- 
ing to the United States." Tliese facts, taken in connec- 
tion with the kindred one that during tlie whole period 
of the Coiiffderalion and the formation of the Coiistitu- 
linn the temporary governments wliich we now call 
" Territories," were invariably referred to in llie deeds 
of cession, law.s, compacts, plans of guvernntent, resolu- 
tions of Congress, public records, and authentic liocu- 
ments as "States," or "new States," conclusively show 
tliat the words " Territory and otiier proiierty" in the 
Ciinstiiutlon were used to designtite tlie niiiippropriated 
lands and other property which the United States owned, 
and not tlie people who might beeotiie residents on those 
lands, and be organized into imlitical coiiiinunities uftei 
' the United States had parted with their title. 
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It is from this clause of the Constitution Mone that 
Congress derives the power to provide for Uie surveys 
and sale of the public lands and nil other i ropeny be- 
longing to the United States, not only in the Territories, 
but aUo io the several States of the Union. But for this 
provision Congress would have no power to authorize the 
sale of the publiu lands, military sites, old ships, cannon, 
muskets, or otlier property, real or personal, which be- 
long to the United States, and are no longer needed for 
any public purpose. It refers exclusively to property in 
cDiitradistiaction to persons and communities. It con- 
ii rs the same power " to make all needful rules and 
ri.-guIalions" in the States as in the Territories, andex- 
teiids wherever there may be any land or other property 
belonging to the United States to be regulated or disposed 
of; l)utdiie3 not authorize Congress to control or inter- 
fere with the domestic institutions and internal polity of 
I lie people (either in the States or the Territories) who 
may reside upon lands which the United States once 
owned. Such a power, had it been vested in Congress, 
would annihilate the sovereignty and freedom of the 
States as Well as the great principle of self-government in 
the Territories, wherever the United States happen to 
own a portion of the public lands within their respective 
limits, as, at present, in the States of Alabama, Florida, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Illinois, 
Indiana, Ohio, Michigan, Wisconsin, Iowa, Minnesota, 
California, and Oregon, and in the Territories of Wash- 
ington, Nebraska, Kansas, Utah, and New-.Mexico. The 
idea is repugnant to the spirit and genius of our complex 
system of Government; because it effectually blots out 
the dividing line between Federal and Local authority 
which forms an essential barrier for the defense of tlie 
independence of the States and the liberties of the people 
ag linst Federal invasion. With one anomalous excep- 
tion, all the powers conferred on Congress are Federal, 
and not Municipal, in their character— aflfectiiig the 
general welfare of the whole country without interfei ing 
with the internal polity of the people— and can be carried 
into eff<:ct by laws which apply alike to States and Ter- 
ritories, Tiie exception, being in derogation of one of 
the fundamental principles of our political system (be- 
cause it autliorlzes the Federal Government to control 
the municipal affairs and Internal polity of the people in 
■jertain specifled, limited localities), was not left to vague 
Inference or loose construction, nor expresseil in dubious 
or equivocal language ; but is found plainly written in 
lliat Section of the Constitution which says : 

'•{/'oiigress sliall have power to exercise exclusive loglsla- 
tio.i ia all cases whatsoever, over such district (not exceeding 
t.;ii miliis square) as may, by cession of particular States, ana 
L*!) aciicpiance of Congress, become the sfiat of the Rovern- 
uiiiii of tJie United States, and to exercise like authority over 
all places purchased by the consent of the Legislature of the 
State in which the same shall be, for the erifcdnn of forts, 
magazines, arsenals, doctc-yards and oihernuedfut buildings." 

No such power "to exercise exclusi%'e legislation in all 
cases whatsoever," nor indeed any legislation in any 
case whatsoever, is conferred on Congress inresjiecttn 
the municipal affairs and internal polity, either of the 
States or of the Territories. On the contrary, after the 
Constitution had been finally adopted, with its Federal 
powers delegated, enumerated, and deQned, in order to 
guard in all future time against any possible infringement 
of the reserved rights of the States, or of the people, an 
amendment was incorporated into tlie Constitution whicli 
marks the dividing line between Federal and Local 
authority so directly and indelibly that no lapse of time, 
no partisan pnjudice, no sectional aggranilizemtnt, no 
freuzied fanaticism can efface it. Tlie amendment is in 
these words : 

"The powers not dolegated to the United States b/ the 
Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the St^ites, are reserved 
• to the Stites respectively, or to the people." 

This view of the subject is confirmed, if indeed any cor- 
roborative evidence is required, by reference to the pro- 
ceedings and debates of tlie Federal Convention, as re- 
ported'by .Mr. Madison. On the ISth of August, after a 
series of resolutions had been adopted as the basis of the 
proposed Constitution and referred to the Committee of 
Detail for the purjiose of being put in proper form, the re- 
cord says : 

" Mr. .Madison siihmtttnd, In order to be referred to the Com- 
mittee of Detail, ihi! following powers, as proper to be added 
to those of the gfiier.il (.icslslatiire (Congress) : 

" To dispose iif the imappropriaied lands of the United States. 

"To Institute temporary eovernmenta for the new Stales 
arialiig then^in. 

•'To r.'.;,'ulate affairs with the Indians, as well within as 
without th(! limits of the United States. 

"To exercise exclusively legislative authority at the seat of 
the (Jcneral tJoverninent, and over a district aroimd the samo 

not excee.liiig square miles, the consent of th'' lesjisla- 

ture of the State or Suiies comprising the same b<;iiig Rrsl ob- 
tained." 



Here we find the original and rough draft of these seve- 
ra'. powers as they how exist, in their revised form, in the 
Constitution. The provision cmpowvfriiig Congress "to 
dispose of the unappropriated lands of the United States'' 
was modified and enlarged, so as to include " otlier pro- 
perty belonging to the United States," and to authorize 
Congress to •' make all needful rules and regulations " for 
the preservation, management, and sale of the same. 

The provbion empowering Congress " to institute tem- 
porary governments for the new States arising in the un- 
appropriated lands of the United States," taken in con- 
nection with the one empowering Congress to exercise 
exclusively Legislative authority iit the seat of the Gene 
ral Government, and over a district of country around the 
same," clearly shows the difference in the extent and na- 
ture of the powers intended to be conferred in the new 
States or Territories on the one hand, and in the District 
of Columbia on the other. In tlie one case it was pro 
posed to authorize Congress " to institute temporary gov- 
ernments for the new States," or Territories, as they are 
now called, just as our Kevolutionary fathers recognized 
the right of the British crown to Institute local govern, 
raents for the Colonies, by issuing cliarters under which 
the people of the Colonies were " entitled (according to 
the Bill of nights adopted by the Continental Congress) to 
a free and exclusive power of legislation, in their several 
Provincial Legislatures, where their right of representation 
can alone be preserved, in all cases of taxation and inter- 
nal polity ;" while, in the other case, it was proposed to 
authorize Congress to exercise, exclusively, legislative 
authority over the municipal and internal polity of tho 
people residing witliin the district wlilch should be cedeil 
for that purpose as the seat of the General Government. 

Each of these provisions was mollified and perfected by 
the Committee of Detail and Uevision, as will appear by 
comparing them with tlie corresponding clauses as finally 
incorporated into the Constitution. The provision to 
authorize Congress to institute temporary governments 
for tlie new States or Territories, and to provide for their 
admission into the Union, appears in the Constitution iu 
this form : 

New States may be admitted by the Congress into this 
Union." 

Tlie power to admit " new Stutea," ami " to make all 
laws which sliall be necessary and proper ' to that end, 
may fairly be construed to include the riglit to institute 
temporary governments for such new States or Territories, 
the same as Great Britain could rightfully institute sunilar 
governments for the Colonies ; uut certainly not to author- 
ize Congress to legislate in respect to their niuuicipal 
affairs and internal concerns, without violating that great 
fundamental principle in defense of which tlic battles of 
the Uevolutioa were fought. 

If judicial authority were deemed necessary to give 
force to principles so eminently just iu themselves, and 
wliich form the basis of our entire poiitical system, 
such authority may be found in the opinion of tlieSupt'eme 
Court of the United States, in the Dred Scott cose. In 
that case the Court say : 

" This brings ns to examine by what provision of the Con- 
stitution tliu present Federal (iovennnv.ut, under its delegated 
and reBiricted powers, ia authorized to acqnin^ terriiury out- 
side of the original limits of tho United States, aiid what powers 
It may exercise therein over the nersnn or jiroperiy of a cill- 
znn of the United States, while it remains a icrriiory, and un- 
til it shall be admUted as one of the Slates of the Union. 

" There is certainly no power given liy tlie Consiltiitlon to 
the Federal Government to establish or malniuiii colonics, 
bordering on the United Smtes or at adisiaiice, to he ruled 
and governed at its own pleasure ; nor to enlarge lis terri- 
torial limits in any way except by the admission of uevr 
States 

" The power to expand the territory of the United Stales by 
the admission of new States is plainly kIvimi ; ami in the con- 
struction of this power by all the departments of the (iovem- 
ment, it has been held to authorize tlie acquisition of territory, 
not tit for admission at the lime, but to be admitted as soon aa 
its population and situation would entitle it to ailniisslon. 
It Is acquired to become a Slate, and not to he held as a colony 
and governed by ConRress with absolute aiilhorily ; and as the 
propriety of admitting a new State is comiiiiiieil to the sound 
liiscreilon of Congress, the power to acijuire ti;rriii)ry for that 
purpose, to be held by the United States unlil il is in a suitable 
condUlon to become a Slate upon an e(iual fo'iiiiig widiiho 
other States, must rest upon the same diserelion." 

Having determined the question that the power to ao 
quire territory for the purpose of enlarging our territorial 
limits and increasing tlie number of Slates, is included 
witliin the power to admit new States and conferred by 
the same clause of the Constitution, tlie Court proceed to 
say that " the power to acquire necessarily carries with it 
the power to preserve and apply to the puri)oses for which 
it was acquired." And again, referring to a former deci- 
sion of the same court in respect to the power of Congrcia 
to institute governments for the Territories, the Court say: 
I "The power stands flrmlyon the latter al'-emaiive put b)" 
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the Court— that Is, as the ' inevitable consequence of t]jo right 
to acquire t<:rriiory.' " 

The power to acquire territory, as well as the right, in 
the language of Mr. Madisou, " to institute temporary 
governments for the new States arising therein " ^or Terri- 
torial governnienfSj as they are now called), having been 
traced to that provision of the Constitution which provides 
for the admission of "new States," the Court proceed to 
consider the nature and extent of the power of Congress 
over the people of the Territories : 

" All wo mean to say on this point is, that, as there is no rx- 
nn-M regulation In the Cunstilution deOning the power 'Nvhlcli 
lUe iJencral Uovernment may exercise over the pc-rs-on or pro- 
perlv of ii cliizen In a territory thus aequired, llic Comt must 
iiec'wsarlly lool£ to the provisions and principlps of the Consri- 
tiiiion, and lis distribution of powers, or the rules and priiici- 
i)li's bv wliich ii!> decision must be governed. 

•' 'l'a"l£iug tilts rule to guide us, it may be safely assumed that 
ciiizens of the United .States, who emigrate to a territory be- 
loiiA'ing to tlie people of the United Slates, caimot be ruled as 
mere colonists, dependent upon the will of the General (iovcrn- 
munl, aud to be governed bv any laws it may thiiili proper to 

impose The Territory being a part of the united 

Huiies, the Government and the citizen both enter it under the 
aiuliority of the Constitution, with ilieir respective rights de- 
fla(!d :inu marked out ; and the Federal Government can ex- 
ercise no power over his person or properly beyond what that 
ins:rMment confers, nor lawfully deny any riglit which it has 
reserved." 

Hence, inasmuch as the Constitution has conferred on 
tiie Federal Government no right to interfere with the pro- 
perty, domestic relations, police regulations, or internal 
polity of tlie people of the Territories, it necessarily fol- 
lows, under the authority of the Court, that Congress can 
rightfully exercise no such power over the p«oi)!e of the 
Territories. For this reason atone, the Supreme Court 
were iiutliorized and compelled to pronounce the eighth 
section of the Act approved March 6, 1820 (commonly 
called the Missouri Compramise), inoperative and void- 
there being no power delegated to Congress in the Consti- 
tution authorizing Congress to prohibit Slavery in the Ter- 
ritories. 

In the course of the discussion of this question the 
Court gave an elaborate exposition of the structure, 
principles, and powers of the Federal Government; 
sliowiiig that it possesses no powers except those which 
are deleg.ited, enumerated, and defined in the Constitu- 
tion; and that all other powers are either prohibited 
altogether or are reserved to the States, or to the people. 
In order to show that the prohibited, as well as the 
delegated powers are enumerated and defined in the 
Constitution, the Court enumerated certain powers 
which cannot be exercised either by Congress or by the 
Territorial Legislatures, or by any other authority what- 
ever, for the simple reason tliat they are forbidden by 
tlie Constitution. 

Some persons who have not examined critically the 
opinion of the Court in this respect have been induced 
to believe that the slavetij quevtim, was included in this 
class of prohibited powers, and that the Court had 
decided in tlie Dred Scott case that the Territorial Legis- 
lature could not legislate in respect to slave property 
the same as all other property in the Territories. A few 
extracts from the opinion of the Court will correct tliis 
error, and show clearly the class of powers to which the 
Court loferred, as being forbidden alike to the Federal 
Government, to tlie States, and to the Territories. The 
Court say : 

" A refi-ronoe to a few of the provisions of the Constitution 
will illiis raie this proposition. For example, no one, we pre- 
sume, Will contend that Congress can m.ike any law in a Ter- 
ritory re.'.peciiiig the establishment of religion, or the free ex- 
ercise thiiri'of, or abridging the freedom of speech or of the 
the press, or the right of the people of the lerriiory peaceably 
to ass;;mlile, ami to petition tne Government for the redress of 
grievances. 

" Nor e.in Congrcsij deny to the people ihe right to keep and 
lear arms, nor ilie right to trial by jury, nor compel any one 
to be a wiini'ss ngiiinsi himself In a criminal proceeding. . . . 
Bo too. It Will hnnlly be contended th.%t Concress eoiild liy law 
quarter a soldier in a house in a territory wiiliout Ihe consent 
of the owner in a time of peace ; nor in lime of war but in a 
manner prescrilied by law. Nor could they by law forfeit the 
properly of a citizen In a territory wlio was convicted of trea- 
son, for a longer period than the life of lh<" |)er.<on convl'ited, 
nnr take privaie property for public use without just compen- 
sation." 

"The powers over persons and properly, of which we 
Kpeak, are not only not granted to t.'ongress, but are lu ex- 
press lerini; denied, and tliey are forbidden lo exercise them. 
And this prohlldilon is iioi confliied to the Slates, but the 
words arc geiuTal, and e-xtiMid Ui the wliole territory over 
which \\w Conslilullon gives it power to li'«islate, Including 
tlinse tinrtioiis of It remaiidng under Terri.orial eovernments, 
as wi'll as lint covered by hiates. 

"It is a total alisiMice of power, everywhere wiihln Ihe 
ilominlou of the IJiiiled Siaii's, ami plae.-i Ihe citizens of a 
Teniiury, to tir as these riglils arc concerned, on diii same 



footing wilh cllizena of the StateB, and guards them as firmly 
and plainly against any inroads which the General Government 
might attempt under the plea of implied or iiicidenial powers. 

And if Coiiyresa I'self cannot do this— if It is bcfyond the 
powers confiirred on Ihe Federal Government— it will be ad- 
iiiitted, we iM'esiime. iliat It could not authorize a Xerriloi i,')! 
goveriinii!!!! to exercise them. It could confer no power on 
any local government, esialdished by Us autliorliy, lo violate 
the provisions of die t;onsiilution." 

Nothing can be more certain than that the Court were 
here speaking only of forbidden powers, which were 
denied alike to Congress, to the State Legislatures, aud 
to the Territorial legislatures, and that the prohibition 
extends " everywhere within the dominion of the United 
States," applicable equally to States and Territories, us 
well as to the United States. 

If this sweeping prohibition— this just but inexorable 
restriction upon the powers of Government— Federal, 
Stivte, and Territorial— shall ever be held to include the 
Slavery question, thus negativing the right of the people 
of the States and Territories, as well as the Federal 
Government, to control it bylaw (and it will be observed 
that in the opinion of the Court " the citizens of a Terri- 
tory, 60 far as these rights are concei ned, are on llie 
same footing with the citizens of the States.") then, 
indeed, will the doctrine become firmly established that 
the principles of law appli ble to African Slavery are 
vnijbrm throiighvut ihe 'nninion of the Unittd 
States, and that there an irrepressible conllict 
between opposing and e- nng forces, which means 
that the United States muot. and will, sooner or later, 
become either entirely a slaveholding natiou or entiiely 
a free labor nation." 

Notwitlistanding the disastrous consequences which 
would inevitably result from the authoritative recogni- 
tion and practical operation of sucii a doctrine, there 
are those who maintain that tlie Court refe. red to and 
included the Slavery question williin that class of 
forbidden powers wliich (although the same in the Terii- 
tories as in the States) could not be exercised by the 
people of tl'-e Territories. 

If this proposition were true, which fortunately for the 
peace and welfare of the whole country it is not, the 
conclusion would inevitably result, which they logically 
deduce from the premises— that the Constitution by the 
recognition of Slavery establislics it in the Territories 
beyond the power of the people to control it by law, 
and guarantees to every citizen the riglit to go the. e 
and be protected in the enjoyment of his slave 
property; and when all other remedies fail for the 
protection of such rights of property, it becomes the 
imperative duty of Congress (to tlie peifoniiaiice of 
which every member is bound by his conscience and his 
oath, and from which no consideration of political policy 
or expediency can release him) to provide by law such 
adequate and complete protection as is essential to the 
enjoyment of an important right secured by the Consti- 
tution. If the proposition be true, that the Constitution 
establishes Slavery in the Territories beyond the power 
of the people legally to control it, another result no less 
startling, and from whicli there is no escajie, must inevi- 
tably follow. The Constitution is uniform "everywhere 
within the dominions of tlie United States" — is tlie same 
in Pennsylvania as in Kansas— and if it be true, as 
stilted by the President in a special message to Congress, 
"that Slavery exists in Kansas by virtue of the Consti- 
tution of the United States," and that " Kansiis is there- 
fore at this moment .is much a Slave State as Georgia or 
South Carolina," why does it not exist in Pennsylvania 
by virtue of the same Constitution ? 

If it be said that Pennsylvania is a sovereign State, and 
therefore has a right to regulate the Slavery question 
within her own limits to suit herself, it must be borne in 
nund that tlie sovereignty of Pennsylvania, Iil;e that of 
every other State, is Uniited by the Constitution, which 
provides that: 

" This Constitution, and all laws of the Unlleil Slates which 
sliall be made in pursuance then of, mid all ti'caiii s inaue, or 
whii h shall be made, under the ainhorily of the L'niu'd Males, 
shall be the Knpreni'; hur of the laf.d. aiid the jtlilfi's in <;very 
Slate shall be bound lht;reby, tmi/Hiini/ in the CuMlUuiiun or 
laics n/atiy SMe lo the eoutiai-i/ uoUcitlinamliuy." 

Hence, the Stite of Pennsylvania, with her Constitution 
and laws, and domestic institutions, and internal policy, 
is subordiniite to the Constitution of the United States, in 
the same intinner and to the same extent as the Territory 
of Kan.sus. The Kansas-Nebraska Act says that the Ter- 
ritory of Kansas shall exerciso legislative power over " all 
right'ful subjects of legislation consistent with the Consti- 
tution," and that the jieople of said Territory shall be left 
" perfectly free to form and regulate their domestic insti- 
tutions in their own way, subject only to tlie Constitution 
of tlie United States." The provisions of this act are be- 
lieved to be in entire harmony w ilh the Ccnstiiution, and 
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under them the people of Kansas possess every right, 
privilege, and immunity, in respect to their internal polity 
and domestic relations, which ttie people of Pennsylvania 
can exercise under their Constitution and laws. Kach is 
invest>>d with full, complete, and exclusive powers in this 
respect, " subject only to the Constitution of the United 
States." 

The question recurs, tlien, if the Constitution does estah- 
lish Slavery iu Kansas or any other Territory beyond the 
power of the people to control it by law, how can the con- 
clusion be resisted that Slavery is established in like man- 
ner and by the same authority in all the States of the 
Union? And if it be the imperative duty of Congress to 
provide by law for the protection of slave property in the 
Territories upon tiie ground that " Slavery exists in Kan- 
sas " (and consequently in every other Territory) " by 
virtue of the Constitution of the United States," why is it 
not also the duty of Congress, for the same reason, to pro- 
vide similar protection to slave property in all the States 
of the Union, when the legislatures faU to furnish such 
protection? 

Without confessing or attempting to avoid the inevitable 
conse(iuence3 of their own doctrine, its advocates endeavor 
to fortify their position by citing the Dred Scott decision 
to prove that the Constitution recognizes property in 
slaves — that there is no legal distinction betweeu this and 
every other description of property — that slave property 
and every other kind of property stand on an equal foot- 
ing — that Congress has no more power over the one than 
over the other — and, consequently, cannot discriminate 
between them. 

Upon this point the Court say : 

" Now as we have already said in an earlier part of thU 
opinion, upon a ditl'erciu point, the right of properly iu a slave 
is disi'.ocily and expressly allirraed in the Coiisilimlon. . . • 
And if ilie Coiisilmiion recognizes the right of propurty of the 
master in a slave, and makes no dislinctiou between tliai ilvs- 
crlption of property and other property owned by a cUlz.>n, 
no ivibiinal acting under the authority of the United Status, 
whether it be legislative, executive or judicial, has a right to 
draw such a distinction, or deny to It the benelii of the pro- 
visions and guaranties which have been provided for tht; pro- 
tection of private property against the encroaclinients of the 

government And the Bovernmeiit in exjirL'ss 

terms is pledged to protect It in all future tlmo, if the slaie. 
eaeapes from hia oicner. This is done in plain words — ;oo 
plain to be understood. And no word can lie found 
In the Constitution whioh gives Congress a ijrawr power 
over slave property, or which entliles property of that Icind to 
less projection than uroperty of any other des<Tipiinn. The 
only power conferred Is the power coupled with Uie duty of 
guarding and protecting the owner in his righta." 

The righta of the owner, which it is thus made the duty 
of the Federal Government to guard and protect, are those 
e.tpressly provided for In the Constitution, and defined in 
clear and explicit language by the Court — that the gov- 
ernment, in express terms, is pledged to protect it (slave 
property; in all future inne,iftke ulave eiicapes/fOtii his 
oioner." Tltis is the only contingency, according to the 
plain reading of the Constitution, as authoritatively inter- 
preted by the Supreme Court, in which the Federal (!ov 
crnraent is autliorized, required, or permitted to interfere 
with Slavery in the States or Territories ; ami in that case 
only for the purpose "of guarding and protecting the 
owner in his rights " to reclaim his slave pioperty. In all 
other respects slaves stand on the same footing with all 
other property — " the Constitution makes no distinction 
between that description of property and other property 
owned by a citizen;" and "no word can be found in the 
Constitution wliich gives Congress a greater power over 
stave property, or which entitles property of that kin<l to 
less protection than property of any other description." 
This is the basis upon which all rights pertaining to slave 
property, either in the States or the Territories, stand 
under the Constitution as e.x'pouudcd by the Supreme 
Court in the Dred Scott case. 

Inasmuch as ttie Constitution has delegated no power 
to the Federal Government in respect to any other kind 
of property belonging to the citizen — neither introducing, 
establUliing, prohibiting, nor excluding it anywhere within 
the dominion of the Uiiite<l States, but leaves the owner 
thereof perfectly free to remove into any State or Terri- 
tory, and carry his property with 1dm, and hold the same 
subject to the local law, and relying ai)on the local auth.or- 
itiea for protection, it follows, according to the decision of 
the Court, thtit slave property stands on the same footing, 
is entitled to the same rights and immunities, and, in lil<e 
manner, is dependent upon the local authorities and laws 
for protection. 

The Court refer to that clause of the Constitution which 
provides for the rendition of fugitive slaves .'is their 
auttiority for saying that "the right of property in slave.M 
li distinctly and expressly ailirmed in the Constitution." | 
){y reference to that provision, it will be seen that, wlilh; | 
tiiu word ''slaves "is not used, still the Constitu!ioii not i 



only recognizes the right of property In slaves, as stafoij 
by the Court, but explicitly states what class of persons 
shall be deemed slaves, and under what laws or authority 
they may be held to servitude, and under what circum- 
stances fugitive slaves shall be restored to their oivners 
all in the same section, as follows : ' 

" No person held to service or labor In'one State, under tht 
laws Ihtrmf, escaping into another, shall, in consequence (jf 
uiiylaworregulaiion (herein, be discharged fi'om sin h s(-r. 
vice or labor, but shall be delivered up on claim of die parly 
to whom such service or labor may be due." ' 

Thus It will be seen that a slave, within the meaning of 
the Constitution, is a " person held to service or lal)or in 
one State, under the lawn i/cereo/" — not under the Con- 
stitution of the United States, nor by the liiws thereof, nor 
by virtue of any federal authority whatsoever, but under 
the laws of the particular State where such service or 
labor may be due. 

It was necessary to give this exact definition of Slavery 
in the Constitution in order to satisfy the pcoj)Ie of tlie 
South as well as of the North. The slaveholding States 
would never consent ior a moment thtit tlieir domestic re- 
lations — and especially their right of property in their 
slaves — should be dependent upon Federal authority, or 
that Congress should liave any power over the suliject-^ 
either to extend, confine, or restrain it, much less to pro- 
tect or regulate it— lest, under the pretense of protection 
and regulation, the Federal (Jovermneut, uiuler the inllu- 
ence of the strong and increasing anti-slavery sentiment 
which prevailed at that period, might destroy the institu- 
tion, and divest those rights of property in slaves which 
were sacred under the laws and constitutions of their re- 
spective States so long as the Federal Oovernment liad uo 
power to interfere with the subject. 

In like manner, the non-sluveholding States, while they 
were_ entirely willing to provide fof the surrender of ail 
fugitive slaves — as is conclusively .shon n by the unanimous 
vote of all the States «i the Convention for tlie provision 
now under consideration— and to leave each State per- 
fectly free to hold slaves under its own laws, and by virtue 
of its own separate and excIu^ive authority, so long as it 
pleased, and to abolish it when it chose, were unwillhig to 
become responsible for its existence by incorjiorating it 
into the Constitution as a national institution, to be pro- 
tected and regulated, extended and controlled by Kedetiil 
authority, regardless of the wishes of the penijie, and in 
defiance of the local laws of the several States and Terri- 
tories. For these opposite reasons, tlie Southern and 
Northern States united in giving u ntiatuinons vote in the 
Conveiition for that provision of tlie Cimstitiition which 
recognizes Slavery as a local liislitutidii in tlie several 
States where it exists, "under tlie laws tlieieof," and pro- 
vides for the surrender of fugitive slaves. 

It will be observed that the term "State" is used in 
this provision, as well as iu various other parts of tlie Cmi- 
stitution, in the same sense iu which it was used l»y .Mr. 
Jefferson iu Ids plan for establishing govitrnineiits for the 
new States in ttic territmy ceded and to be ceded to the 
United States; and by Mr. Madison in his i)ro|)os'ilio» 14 
confer on Congress power " to institute temjiorary govern- 
ments for the iieio IsUitex arising in the unajiprnpriated 
lands of the United States," to dc.-^iguate the piililionl 
communities, Territories as well as States, within tlie do- 
minion of the United S'ates. The word ".Stales" is used 
in the same sense in the ordinance of the V-kU .Inly, ITsT, 
for the government of the Territory northwest of the river 
Ohio, winch was passed by the remnant of the Congress of 
the Confederation, sitting in New York v,'liile its iimst emi- 
nent members were at i'hiladelphia, as delegates to the 
Federal Convention, aiding in the forinalion of the Cousll- 
tution of the United States. 

In this Sense the word " States" is tiscd in the clau?c pro- 
viding for the rendition of fugitive slaves, appUi';ihle to 
all political communities under the authority of the I'liiti'd 
States, including the Territories as well us the several 
States of the Utdon. Under any other const ruetlun, tlie 
right of the owner to recover his .slave would be re.-iricted 
to the StiittH of the Union, leaving the Territories a secure 
place of refuge for all fugitives. The same reniarl; is ap- 
plicable to the clause of the Constitution which provMcS 
that " a person cliarged in any M<iU with treason, f' loiiy, 
or other crime, who sh.all flee from justice, and be f.iuiid ia 
another Sidie, shall, on the demand of the execulive au- 
thority of the ,St(tte from which he fled, be delivereil mi f. 
be removed to the State having jurisdiction of the ci iine."' 
Unless the term State, as used in these provWotis of the 
Constitution, shall be construed to include every distinct 
political community under the jurisiliction of the United 
!<tafe3, and to apply tn Territories as well as to the Stales 
of the Union, the Territories must become a sai>ctuary for 
all the fugitives from service and justice, for all the felons 
and criminals who sh:ill escape from the several tSUtttt 
and seek refuge and iniaiunity in the Territories, 
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If any other illustratiou were necessary to show that 
the political communities wliich we now call Territories 
(but which, during the whole period of the Confederation 
and tho formation of the Constitution, were always re- 
ferred to as " States" or " new States' ), are recognized 
88 " States" in some of the provisions of tlie Consti- 
tution, they may be found in those clauses which de- 
cliire that " no State" shall enter into any " treaty, alli- 
ance, or confederation; grant lettei-s of marque and re- 
prisal ; coin money ; emit bills of credit ; make anything 
but gold and silver coin a tender in payment of debts ; 
pass any bill of attainder, eas post facto !uw, or law ini- 
puiring the obligation of contracts, or grant any title of 
nobility." 

It must be borne ha mind that in each of these cases 
where the power is not expressly delegated to Congress 
the prohibition is not imposed upon the Federal Govern- 
ment, but upon the States. There wars no necessity for 
any such prohibition upon Congress or the Federal Go- 
vernment, for the reason that the omission to delegate any 
such powers in the Constitution was of itself a prohibition, 
and so declared in express terms by the 10th amendment, 
vhich declares that "the powers not delegated to the 
United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to 
the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to 
the peojde." 

Hence it would certainly be competent for the States 
snd Territories to exercise these powers but for the pro- 
hlbidon contained in those provisions of the Constitution ; 
and inasmuch as the prohibition only extends to the 
"States," the people of the " Territories" are still at liberty 
to exercise them, unless the Territories are included with- 
in the term Slates, withhi the meaning of these provisions 
of the Constitution of the United States. 

It only remains to be shown that the Comprombe Mea- 
sures of 'l SCO and the Kansas-Nebraska Act of 1854 are in 
perfect harmony with, and a faitliful embodiment of, the 
principles herein enforced. A brief history of these mea- 
sures will disclose the principles upon which they are 
rounded. 

On the 29th of January, 1S50, Mr. Clay introduced into 
the Senate a series of resolutions upon the Slavery ques- 
tion which were intended to form the basis of the subse- 
quent legislation upon tiiat subject. Pending the discus- 
sion of these resolutions, the chairman of the Committee on 
Territories prepared and reported to the Senate, on the 
25th of March, two bills — one for the admission of Califor- 
nia into the Union of States, and the other for the organi- 
latlon of the Territories of Utah and New Mexico, and for 
the adjustment of the disputed boundary with the State 
of Texas, which were read twice and printed for the use 
of the Senate. On the 19th of April a select committee of 
thirteen was appointed, on motion of Mr. Foote, of Miss- 
islppi, of which Mr. Clay was made chairman, and to 
which were referred all pending propositions relating to the 
slavery question. On the 8th of May, Mr. Clay, from the 
select committee of thirteen, submitted to the Serate an 
elaborate report covering all the points hi controversy, 
accompanied by a bill which is usually known as the 
"Omnibus Bill." By reference to the provisions of this 
bill, as it appears on the files of the Senate, it will be 
8e»n that it is composed of the two printed bills which had 
liecn reported by the Committee on Territories on the 
2.*lh of March previous ; and that the only material 
change in its provisions, involving an important and es- 
sential principle, is to be found in the tenth section, which 
prescribes and defines the powers of the Territorial Legis- 
lature. In the bill, as reported by the Committee on Ter- 
ritories, the legislative power of the Territories extended 
to " all rightful subjects of legislation consistent with the 
Constitution of the United States," «r/7Ao«f excepting 
African Slaverp; while the bill, as reported by the com- 
Bdltec of thirteen, conferred the same power on the Terrl- 
toiial Legislature, ^o^th the exception of African »V/a- 
tenj. This portion of the section in its original form read 
thus: 

"And he it further enacted that th« LeElslatlve power of the 
Territory shall extend to all rlglnful sul>ji'cls of legislation 
consistent with tlio Conslltuttnn of ilm United States and the 
provisions of this act ; but no law sliall be passed Interfering 
with the primary disposition of ihe soil." 

To which the committee of thirteen added these words : 
"iVor in respect to African Siavery." 'NVhen the hill 
came up for action on the 15th of May, Mr. Davis, of Mis- 
elssipl)I, said : 

'•I nlT'T tliK following amendment. To strike out, in the 
NSth line nf Ihi! tenlh serllon. the wmvls ' in ranKl to African 
S''ir«r//,' au l il!'i(>rt IhR words, ' v illi lime riijhtt of property 
S oriii'/ nut of Ihe inflitiiliin of Af.imn SInrery tu it es\slii in 
ttnj nf Ihr Slnlr» nf the Union.' I'h' object of the amendment 
I'. Id pri'vetit the TiTrllorlftl Iji'ulsliUiirP from legislating 
»Mlnsl ih'! rights of proporlv growln!; out of thn Institution 

of SI iviTj- It will Ic-nvp to thft Ti'rrltorlal Loglsli- 

iiirea iho-i« rightg and powers whliili are essL-ntinlly necessary, 



not only to the preservation of property, but to tiie peace of 
till! 'i>^i'i'i:ory. it will leave the right to make such police 
!• ■t;til..ii()iiis as ai'B iiecessary to prevuni disorder, and which 
will iiu uUsuliiioly necessary with such property as that to 
s^'cuiv its briii^liuiul use to its owner. With tlJs brief eic- 
pl uiAiidii I submit the amendment." 

Mr. Clay, In reply to Mr. Davis, said : 

'■ J am not perfectly sure thai I comprehend the full mcian- 
ing of tile amendment offered Uy the ^euator from J'.ibsissippi. 
it I tio, I think he accomplislies nothing by sii-ikiiig out the 
cl.iiist; now in ihc bill and ius<Tiiiji; that which he proposes to 
iiisi rt. 'ihe clause now in the bill is, thai the Territorial 
l"gisliitioii shall not extend to anything respecting African 
Siiivury within the Territory, 'ihe etlect of retaining the 
clause as reported by the Committee will be this : 'lhal if in 
any of Ihe Territories Slavery now exists, it shall not be abol- 
ished by the 'Territorial Legislature ; and if in any of ihe Ter- 
i-lioriKB Slavery does not now exist, U cannot be introduced by 
the 'IVrriiorial Liigi.slature. The clause iisi'lf wasinlroduced 
into Ihe bill by the Committee lor the purpose of tying up the 
hands of the Territorial liCgislalure in respect to legislating 
at all, one way or the other, upon the subject of African blii- 
vcry. It was intended to leave the legislation and ilie law of 
ihe respective Territories in the condition In which the Act 
wiU tlnd them. I stated on a former occasion that I did nut, 
in Coniniittee, vote for the amendment to insert the clause, 
thoiigli it was proposed to be introduced by a majority of the 
Committee. 1 atiaehcd very lillle consequence to it at the 
lime, and I attach very liule to it at present. It is perhaps of 
no particular importance whatever. Kow, sir, if X iindcr- 
siand the measure proposed by ihe Senator from Mississippi, 
it aims at the same thing. I do not iindir-itand him as propoij- 
Ing that if any one shall carry slaves Inio the Territory — 
altliough by the laws of the 'i territory he cannot lake Ihem 
ihtire— the Legislative hands of the Territorial govfriinient 
f>hoiild be Ko tied as to prevent it saying he shall noi enjoy the 
fruits of their labor. If the Senator from Slissistiippi Uieans 
to say that—" 

Mr, Davis: 

" I do mean to say it." 

Mr. Clay : 

"If the object cf the Senator is to provide that slaves may 
bo Introduced into ihe 'f erritory contrary to the lex loci, and, 
l)eing introduced, nothing shall be done by the Legislature to 
impair die rights nf owners to hold ihe slavss thus brought 
contr.iry to the local laws, / ceiUiinly cavnot xnle for it. in 
doing so I shall repeat again ilie expression of opinion which 
1 announced at an early period of the session." 

Here we find the line distinctly drawn between those who 
contended for the right to carry slaves into the Territones 
and liold them in defiance of the local law, and those who 
contended that such right was subject to the local law of 
the Territory. During the progress of the discussion on 
tiie same day, Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, said : 

" We are giving, or proposing to give, a government to a 
Tcrriioiy, which act resis upon the basis of our right to make 
such provision. We suppose we have a rif;bt to confer 
power. If so, we may mark out ihe limit to wliich they may 
leKislate, and are bound not to confer power beyond ihat 
which exists in Congress. If we give them power to legislate 
beyond that, we commit a fraud or usurpation, as it may be 
done openly, covertly, or indirectly." 

To which Mr. Clay replied : 

Now, sir, I only repeat what I have had occasion (o say be- 
fore, that while I am willing to stand a^ide and make no legis- 
lative enactment one way or the other— lo lay otf the Tcrrilo 
ries wiihotu tiie Wilmot Froviso, on the one hand, with which 
I understand we are threatened, or without an aticmpl lo 
iniriiduce a clause for the introduction of Slavery into the 
Territories— while I am for rejecting both (he one and the 
other, I am content that the law as it exists shall prevail ; and 
if there be any diversity of opinion as to what it means, I am 
willing tliatii*sball bt; settled by the highest judicial authority 
of the country. While I am content thus to abide the result, I 
must say that I cannot vote for any express provision recogniz- 
ing Ihe right to carry slaves there." 

To which Mr. Davis rejoined, that— 

" It is said our Revolution grew out of a preamble ; and I 
hope we have something of the same character of the hardy 
men of the Kevoluiion who first commenced the war with the 
mother country— foinctliing of Ihe spirit of Ihat bold Yankee 
who said he liad a riglit to go to Concord, and ihat go he would ; 
and wlio, in the maintenance of that right, met his death at 
the hands of a British sentinel. Now, sir, if our right to carry 
slaves into these Territories be a constitutional right, it is our 
first duty to maintain It." 

Pending the discussion which ensued, Mr. Davis, at the 
suggestion of friends, modified his amendment from time 
to time, until it assumed the following shape : 

" Nor fo introduce or exclude African Slavery. Pit)- 
vided tJiat nothing herein contained shall be coiiBlrued so 
as 10 prevent said Territorial I/Cgislalure from passing 
such laws iLS may be necessary for the protection of the 
rights of property of every kind which may have been, 
or nuiv bo hereafter, conformably to the Constitution 
of Ihe united Slates, held in or introduced into said Terri- 
tory." 

To which, on the same day, Mr. Cliase, of 01;io, oITered 
the following amendment: 

" Provided fiirther. That nothing herein contained shall ho 
construed as authorizing or permitUng the introduciion of 
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Slavery or the holding of persons as property wl.hlii said Ter- 1 



AVhich was lejected— Yoas, 23 ; Nays, 83. 
After various other amendments hail been oCfercl and 




and all oiUtn- questions rolatiiig to ilie domestic allalrs aitd 
douxiiSiic poUey of the Territories, ouahl to be left to Uie diici- 
Bloii of the people themselves ; and lhai we ou.^lit to be con- 
tent wilU whatever way they may decide the question, liHcause 
they have a much deeper interest in these uialtei-s than we 

^ . »_ . i_ T_ » l-.i j..»tl. .1.. r.ii!t «hiii>l Ill-Ill 




we 
th 

should - r - , . .. , 

on Territories, with no provision on the subject ol biayery, 
the otie way or the other. And I do hope yei that that clause 
will be stricken out. I am satisfled, sir, that it gives no strength 
to the bill. I am satislled, even If it did give Btreiigih to it, 
ihatitoiishl not to be there, because His a liotation oj pniicf 
nle—a, violation of that principle upon which we have ail 
rested our defense of the course we liave talcen on this qut-s- 
tioii. 1 do not see how those of us who have taken the posi- 
tion we have taken— that of non-iiUenention—auii have arg ued 
in favor of the right of the people to legislate for themselves 
on this question, can support such a provision vvilliout aban- 
doning all the arguments which we used in the Presidential 
cainpalgti in the year I8ia, and the principles set forth by the 
hoiioraljle Senator from Michigan (.Mr. Oass) in that letter 
wliieh is known as tht! ' Nicholson I<ctter.' We are required 
to abiUidon that platform ; we are required to abandon those 
principles, and to stultify ourselves, atid to adopt the opposite 
ilociriiie— ami for what? In order to say that thepeoplK oj the 
Te,;UoH>-i< ehall not hate such iuMtutioiia as they yhull deem 
ii^i.tptcil to ihtir cunilition and their tcants. I do not see, sir, 
how siich a provL-iion can bo acceptable either to the people 
of thj North or ilie ijouth." 



Upon the question of how many inhabitants a Territory 
should contain before it should be formed into a political 
cotnintuiity with the rights of self-government, Mr. Doug- 
las stiid : 

" Th" Senator from Mississippi puts the question to me as to 
wliat imiiiber of people there must be in u Territory before 
this ri!!lit to govern themselves accrues. Without determining 
tin; precise numl)er, I will assume that the right oiiglit to 
acc.-ue to the [)eoi)le at the moment they have enough to con- 
siltiite a government ; and, sir, the bill assumes that there are 
people enough there to require a government, and enough to 

autlioi'izrt the peoole to govern themselves Your 

bill coiic.'des thai a rtqiresentatlve govormnent is necessary— 
tt gnv.'niiueni founded upon the principles of popular sove- 
reignty and the right of a people to enact their own laws ; and 
for iliis reason you give them a Legislature composed of two 
branclifs, like the Legislatures of the dlQereiit .States and 
Terrl'Ofies of the Union. You confer upon them the right to 
I'gishile on 'all rightful subjects of legislation,' except 
ni'gfO'S. W'hv except negroes? Why except African SIi- 
ferv ? If the inhabitants are competent to govern themselves 
upo"n all other subjects, and in reference to all other descrip- 
tions of property— if they are competent to make laws and 
detcrniine the relations between husband and wife, and pa- 
r--iit anl elilM, and municipal laws all'eclltig the rights and 
properiv of citizens generally, they are competent also to 
make l:iws to govern themselves in relation to Slavery and 
negroes." 

With reference to the protection of property in slaves, 
Mr. Douglas said: 

" I have a word to say to the honorable Senator from Mis- 
sissippi (Mr. Kavls). He Insists that I am not in favor of pro- 
tectiiii; property, and that his amendment is oll'ered for the 
purpose of protecting property under the Constitution. Now, 
sir, I ask you what authority he has fot assuming that? Do I 
not desire to protect property because I wish to allow the 
people to pass such laws as they deem proper respecting 
their rights to property without any exception? He might 
just as Weil say that I am oiiposed to protecting properly in 
mercliandise, In steamboats. In cattle, in real estate, as to say 
that I am opposed to protecting properly of any other 
dfserlptlon ; for I desire to put them all on an eqiiailly, and 
allow th ! people to make their own laws iu respect to the 
virhole of them." 

Mr. Cass said (referring to the amendments offered by 
Mr. Davis and Mr. Chase) : 

" .Vow. with respect to the amendments. I shall vote 
a-'aiiisi, them Ijoth ; and then I shall vole In favor of striking 
out the restriction In the bill upon tiie power of the Territorial 
coveninients. I shall do so upon this grou'id. I was opposed, 
as till' honorable .Senator from Kentucky has declared he was, 
10 tlie ins'-riion of this prohibition by the Committee. I con- 
sider it inexpedient and unconslltullon.al. I have already 
stated tnv hi lief that the rightful power of Internal legislation 
lu the Territories belongs to the people." 

After further discussion the vote was taken by yeas and 
nays on the amendment of Mr. Chase, and decided in the 
negative : Yeas, 25 ; Nays, 80. The question recurring on 
the arnendrnwit of Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, it was abo 
rejected: Yeas, 25; Nays, 30. Whereupon Mr. Seward 
olTered the following amendment: 

" Neither Slavery nor Involuntary servltiirte, otherwise 
Ih an by conviction for crime, shall ever be allowed iu either 
of said Territories of Utah and New Mexico.' 



After the rejection of this amendment, the discussion wtis 
renewed with great ability and deptli of feeling in i e.-.p.i.t 
to tlie powers wltich the Territorial Legisl.iture shoulil e.\- 
eroise upon the subject of Slavery. Various proiui.-.iiioi,i 
Were made, and amendments cUered and rejected -all ii- 
latiiig to tliis one controverted point— when .Mr. ^'(>rl■i^,or 
New-ll;iinpshire, renewed tlie motion of Sir. Douj;la>, lo 
strike out the restriction on the Territorial Legislature in 
resjject to African Shivery. On the tiUt of July tliia 
aineiidnient was adopted by a vote of 32 to li»— restoiiiig 
this section of the bill to the form in which it was repoitea 
from the Committee on Territories on the 25th of .March, 
and conferring on the Territoritil Legislature power over 
" all rightful subjects of legislation consistent witli tlie 
Constitution of the United States," uUhuul excepiing 
African ai-ivenj. 

Thus terminated this great struggle in the aflirmiinceof 
tlie principle, as the basis of the Compromise .Metisures of 
1S51I, so far iis they related to the organization of the Ter- 
ritories, that the people of the Terriioriex «'i<iii/U i/ecide 
the Slacei'ij qtieistioufor thenueloes throuijk the actiun 
o/ their Territorial LegixMure. 

This controverted question having been definitely set- 
tled, the Senate proceeded on the same day to consider the 
other portions of tlie bill, and after striking out till except 
tliose provisions which provided for the organization of the 
Territory of Utah, ordered the bill to be engrossed for a 
third reading, aud on the next day— August 1, IsDO— the 
bill was read a third time, and passed. 

On the Utli of August the bill fortlieorganiztitionof the 
Territory of New-Mexico wtis taken up, and amended so 
as to conform fully to the provisions of the Uttili Act in re- 
spect to the power of the Territorial Legislature over "all 
rightful subjects of legislation consistent with the Consti- 
tution," without excepting African Slavery, and w.is or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third reading without a divi- 
sion; and on tlie next day the bill was passed— Veas, 27; 
Nays, 10. 

These two bills were sent to the House of Representa- 
tives, and passed that body without any aUeriition in re- 
sjiect to the power of the Territorial tegislature-s over the 
subject of Slavery, and were approved by l're^ident l-ill- 
more, September 'J, lis&O. 

In lS.'i2, when the two great political parties— Whig and 
Democratic— into whicii the country was then divideil, as- 
sembled in National Convention at Ualtiinore for the pur- 
jiose of nominating canilidiites for the Presidency and 
Vice-Presidency, each Convention adopted and alliiiiieil 
the principles embodied in the Compromise Metisures of 
ISoip as rules of action by which they would be governed in 
all future cases in the organization of Territorial govern- 
ments and the admission of new States. 

On the 4th of January, IsOl, the Committee on Territo- 
ries, of the Senate, to which htid been referred a bill lor 
the organization of the Territory of Nebraska, repoited 
the bill back, with an amendment, in the form of ii substi- 
tute for the entire bill, which, with some moililications, is 
now known on the statute book as the " Kanstis-Xebraska 
Act," accompanied by a Keport explaining the principles 
upon which it was proposed to organize those Terriloiicf, 
as follows : 

" The principal amendments which your Committee deora lt 
their duty to coinmeml to the favorable, action e! the Seiiaie, lii 
a special report, are those In which the prhiei|)l' S eslablisliijil 
by ilie Compromise Measures of 1850, so far as they are appli- 
cable to territorial organizations, are proposed to be alih-meil 
and carried Into practical operation within tlio limns oi uie 
new Territory. The wisdom of those ineasnr.'s Is jittestod, 
not less by their salutary .and beneficial elfects in aliayiiig sec- 
tional agitation and restoring peace aud harmony to aii irrl; 
tated and distracted people, than by ihe cordial and almos. 
universal approbation with which they have been reeciveJ am 
sanctioned by the whole country. 

" In the judgment of your Committee, those measures >vcrc 
Intended to have a far more comprehensive and eiidttnni, 
elfect than the mere adjustment of iho difficulties ansirm' out 
of the recent aenutsltlon of Mexican territory. Tliey were Ui.- 



signeil to establish certain great principles, wlii;-h wniiM iw 
only furnish adequate remedies for existing evil-i, but, lu n i 
time to come, avoid the perils of a similar agitation, by w i ii- 
drawing the que.slloD of Slavery from the Halls of tonRrifs 
and the political arena, and commuting It to the arbltraimMUi i 
those who were Immediately Interested In and aioiii! resp""*'; 
ble for its consequences. WUh a view of conforming tii. ir 
action to the settled policy of the Government, saiiciionea uy 
the approving voice of the Amerlcin peoplii, your <'"niim"' = 
have deemed It their duty to Incorporate and Pf-rP"'''*"^- '° 
their territorial bill, Iho principles and spirit ot uiost 
measures." 
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After presenting and reviewiiig certain provisions of the I 
bill, the Committee conclude as folIowj> : | 

"From Uu;sc provisions It is apparent that the Compromise I 
Mcasurus of 18oU ullirm and rusl upon the following propo- I 
sitions : 

" ' /V»rf.— That all qtiesllons pertaining to Slavery In the 
Tcrriiories, and in the nuw Slates to be formed tlierefroin, are 
to be left to the decision of the people residing therein, by 
their appropriate representatives to be chosen by them for 
that purpose. 

" 'A'ecoHiZ.— That all cases involving tllle to slaves and ques- 
tions of personal freedom, are referred to the adjudication of 
the local tribunals, with the right of appeal to the tiupremc 
Court of the United Slates. 

" ' TMnl.—Thul the provision of the Constitution of the 
United Slates in respect io fugitives from service, is lo bo car- 
ried into faithful execution in all tiie organized Terrliorics, the 
same as in the States. The substitute for the bill which your 
Commhice have prepared, and which is commended to the 
favorable action of the Senate, proposes to carry these pro- 
positions and principles into practicil operation, in the precise 
language of the Compromise Measures of 18fiO.' " 

By reference to that section of the " Kansas-Nebraska 
Act" as it now stands on the statute book, which pre- 
scribed and defined the power of the Territorial Legisla- 
ture, it will be seen that it is, "in the precise language of 
the Compromise Measures of 165D." extending the legis- 
lative power of the Territory " to all rightful subjects of 
legislation consistent with the Constitution," without ex- 
cepting African Slavery, 

It having been suggested, with come plausibility, during 
the discussion of the bill, that the act of Congress of 
March 6, 1820, prohibiting Slavery nortii of the parallel 
of 86' 30' would deprive the people of the Territory of the 
power of regulating the Slavery question to suit themselves 
while they should remain in a Territorial condition, and be- 
fore they should have the requisite population to entitle 
them to admission into the Union as a State, an iimend- 
ment was prepared by the Chairman of the Conunittee, 
and incorporated into the bill to remove this obstacle to the 
free exercise of the principle of popular sovt.x-igiity in the 
lerritory, while it remained in a Territorial condition, by 
repealing tlie said act of Congress, and declaring the 
true intent and meaning of aU the friends of the bill in 
these words : 

"That the Constitution and all laws of Iho United States 
wl)ich are not locally inapplicable, shall have the same force 
and eifect witldu the Territory as elsewhere within Ihe United 
Slates, except the eighth section of the act preparalorv lo Ihe 
admission of ilissouri into the Union, approved Slarch'C, 1.S20, 
wliich being inconsistent with the principle of non-interven- 
tion by Congress with Slavery in the States and Terrilnrios, as 
recognized by the leglslalioii of 1850, commonly callinl the 
'Compromise Measures,' is hereby declared inoperative and 
void— f i beiiii/ the true intent nnd meuning of ttiin act not to Iptjin- 
late Slaceri/ into any Tcrrilnry or Stale, nor to cxchtdr: it there- 
from, hut to leave the people thereof per feelhi fite to farm ami 
regulate their domedir. institiitioiit in their oicn usaij, siihject only 
to the C'onttitution of the United States. 

To which was added, on motion of Mr. Badger, the fol- 
lowmg: 

"Provided, That nothing herein contained Fhall be con- 
strued to revive or put in force any law or regiilaiion wldch 
may have existed prior tj ;he act of the sixth of March, 1820, 
either protecting, estabiislilng, of abolishing slavery." 

In this form, and with this distinct understanding of its 
** bruc intent and meaning," the bill passed the two houiea 



of Congress, and became the law of the land by the ap* 
proval of the President, May 3", 1854. 

In 1856, the Democratic party, assembled in National 
Convention at Cincinnati, dec'.ared by a unanimous vota 
of the delegates from every Sta*e in the Union, that— 

" The American Democracy ret o^.-'ze and adopt Ihe prin- 
ciples contained in the organic la'./s estulUshing tlie Terri- 
tories of Kansas and Nebraska us embodying :?<u only sound 
and safe soluiion of the ' Slovery question,' upon .. h'ch ihe 
great national idea of the people of this whole coiint.-v can 
repose in its determined conservatism of the Union- non- 
interference by Congress with Slavery m State and Territory, 
or in the District of Columbia ; 

" That this was the basis of the Compromises of IS.'X), con- 
firmed by both the Democratic and Whig parties in National 
Conventions— raiiOed by the people in the eleciioii of 1852— 
and rightly applied to the organization of the Territories in 
1851; That by the uniform application of this Democratic 
principle to the organization of Terrilorles and lo the admis- 
sion of new States, with or wiiliout domestic Slavery as they 
may elect, the equal rights of all will be preserved Intact- the 
original compacts of the Consiilulion nialnialned inviolate- 
—and the perpetuity and expansion of this Union insured to 
its utraost capacity of embracing in peace and harmony any 
fiilure American State that may be coualltutcd or annexed 
with a Republican form of government." 

In accepting the nomination of tliis Convention, Mr. 
Buchanan, in a letter dated June 16, 1856, said: 

" The agitation on the question of domestic Slavery has too 
long dlKlractod and divided the people of ihis Union, and 
alienated ihcir alleclions from each oihur. Tliis agitation has 
assumed many forms since its coiiiiiieiippnieiil, but it now 
S'iems to be directed cliielly to the Territories : and judging 
from its present character, I tliiiik we may safely aijliclpate 
liial it is rapidly approaching a ' finaiiiy.' The ri'cent legis- 
lation of Congress respecting (lomestie .'•lavery, derived, as it 
has \>i'.<:n, from the original and pure fountalii of legitimate 
polilicai power, the will of the majoriiy. pinmlfe.s, ere long, 
10 allay ilie dangerous excitement. '1 his legislation is founded 
upon priiieipieH as ancient as free goveriinienl itself, and in 
accnrdaiice witli thc;m lias simply decl ired that the prople of a 
Terricory. hke tlios(> of a Slate, ^hall diriile for thrmtelitf 
(chther Ulam;/ fhall or fhall not eiii-t iiilhin lluir livdln." 

This exposition of the history of these measures shows 
conclusively that the authors of the Compromise .Pleasures 
of 1850, and of the Kansas-Nebraslia Act of Ih.'iJ, as well 
as the members of tlie Continental Congress of 1774, and 
the founders of our system of government subsequent to 
tlie Revolution, regarded the people of the Territories and 
Colonies as pohtical communities wliidi were entitled to a 
free and exclusive power of legislation in their Provincial 
Legislatures, where their representation could alone be 
preserved, in all cases of taxation and internal polity. 
This right pertains to the people collectively as a law- 
abiding and peaceful community, and not to tiio isolated 
individuals who may wander upon the puldic domain in 
violation of law. It can only lie exercised where tlit-re are 
inhabitants suflicient to constitute a government, and ca- 
pable of perfonnintr its various functions and duties — a 
fact to be ascertained and determined by Congress. 
Whether the number shall be fixed at ten, fifteen or 
twenty thousand inluibitants does not aifect tlie principle. 

The princii)le, under our political system, is ihni every 
disiiiici political Commm ity, loyal to the CovstUution 
and the Union^ is entitled to allthe rights, pritiileges, 
and immunities of nelf-dovernmeiit in rexpect to their 
local concerns and internal polity, subject only to the 
Constitution of tlie United States. 
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Mb. President and Fkllow-Citizens of New- York : 
The facts with which I stiall deal this evening are mainly 
old and familiar ; nor is tliere anything new in the gene- 
ral use I shall mal:e of them. If there shall be any 
novelty, it will be in the mode of presenting the facts, 
and the inferences and observations following tliat 
presentation. 

In his speech, last autumn, at Columbus, Ohio, as 
reported in "The New Vo.k Times," Senator Douglas 
said : 

Our fathers, when they framed the Government un- 
der which we live, understood this question just as well, 
and even better than we do now." 

I fully indorse this, ::nd I ailopt it as a text for tlus 
discourse. I so adopt it because it furnishes a precise 
and an agreed starting point for a discussion between 
Uepulilicans and that wing of Democracy headed by 
Senator D iuglas. It simply leaves tlie inquiry : " What 
was the understanding those fatliers had of tlie question 
mentioned?" 

V/hat is the frame of Government under whicli we 
live? 

The answer must be : " The Constitution of the United 
f^tates " That Constitution consists of the original, 
fi.imed in 17S7 (and under which the present Govern- 
iii«nt first went Into operation), and twelve subsequently 
framed amendments, tlie first ten of which were framed 
in X'H'i. 

Who were our fathers that framed the Constitution? 
I suppose the "thirty-nine" who signed tlie original 
instrument may be fairly called our fathers who framed 
that part of the present Government. It is almost 
exactly true to say they framed it, and it is altogether 
true to say they fairly represented the opinion and sen- 
timent of tlie wliole nation at that time. Their names, 
being familiar to nearly all, and accessible to ((uite all, 
need nut now be repeated. 

I take these " thirty-nine," for the present, as being 
"our fiitheis wlio framed the Government under which 
we live." 

What is the question which, according to the text, 
those fathers understood just as well, and even belter 
than we d.) now ? 

It is tills : Does the proper division of local from 
federal authority, or ar/thing in the Constitution, forbid 
our Fede.al Government to control as to Slavery in our 
Federal Territories? 

Upon this, Douglas holds the affirmative, and Republi- 
cans the negative. This affirmative and denial foim an 
l-isue ; aiiil this issue— this question — is precisely what 
the text declares our fathers understood better than we. 

Let us now inquire whether tlie " thirty-nine," or an.v 
of tlieiii, ever acted upon this question ; and if they did, 
how they acted upon it— how they expressed that bet- 
te- understanding. 

In 17>t— three 3'ear3 before the Constitution — the 
L'liited Slates then owning the Nortliwestern Territory, 
and no other— the Congress of the Confederation liad 
before them the question of prohibiting Slavery in that 
Te ritory ; and four of the "thirty-nine," who afterward 
framed " the Constitution were in that Congress, and 
voted on that question. Of these, Roger Sherman, 
Thomas Mililin, and Hugh Williamson voted for the 
p ohihiiioii-thus showing that, in their understanding, 
no line dividing local from federal authority, nor anything 
else, properly forbade the Tederal Government to con- 
trol as to Slavery in Federal Territory. The other of the 
four - James Mcllenry — voted against the prohibition, 
.showing that, for some cause, he thought it improper to 
vote for it. 



In 1737, still before tlie Constitution, but while the 
Convention was in session framing it, and while the 
Northwestern Territory still was the only Territory 
owned by the United States— the same question of pro- 
hibiting Slavery in the Territory again came before the 
Congrv-ss of the Confederation ; and three more of the 
" thirty-nine" who afterward signed the Constitution, 
Were in that Congress, and voted on the question. They 
were William Ulouut, William Few and Abraham Bald- 
win; and they all voted for the prohibition— thus show 
ing that, in their understanding, no line dividing local 
from feileral authority, nor anything else, properly 
forbids the Federal Government to control as to Slavery 
in federal territory. This time the prohibition became 
a law, being part of what is now well known as the 
Ordinance of '87. 

The question of federal control of Slavery in the Ter- 
ritories, seems not to have been directly before the 
Convention which framed the original Constitution ; anu 
hence it is not recorded that the " thirty-nine," or any 
of them, while engaged on that instrument, expressed 
any opinion on that precise question. 

In 1789, by the first Congress which sat under the 
Constitution, an act was pa-ssed to enforce the Ordinance 
of '87, including the prohibition of Slavery in the North- 
western Territory. The bill for this act was reported by 
one of the " thirty-nine," Thomas Fitzsimmons, then a 
member of the House of Representatives from I'ennsyl- 
vania. It went through all its stages without a word of 
opposition, and finally passed both branches without 
yeas and nays, which is equivalent to a unaiiimoua 
passage. In this Congress there were sixteen of tlie 
" thirty-nine" fathers who framed the original Constitu- 
tion. They were John Langdon, Nicholas Gilman, Wm. 
S. Johnson, Roger Sherman, Robert Morris, Thomas 
Fitzsimmons, William Few, Abraham Baldwin, Kufus 
King, William Patterson, George Clymer, Richard Bas- 
sett, George Read, Pierce Butler, Daniel Carroll, James 
Madison. 

This shows that, in their understanding, no line 
dividing local from federal authority, nor anything la 
the Constitution, properly forbade Congress to prohibit 
Slavery in the fede. al territory ; else both tlieir fidelity 
to correct principle, and their oath to support the Con- 
stitution, would have constrained them to oppose the 
prohibition. 

Again, George Washington, another of the "thirty- 
nine," was then President of tlie United States, and, as 
such, approved anil signed the bill, thus completing its 
validity as a law, and thus showing that, in his under- 
standing, no line dividing local from federal authority, 
nor anything in the Constitution, forbade the Federal 
Government, to control as to Slavery in federal terri- 
tory. 

No great while after the adoption of the original 
Constitution, North Carolina ceded to the Federal 
Government the country now constituting the State of 
Tenrressee ; and a few years later Georgia ceded that 
which now constitutes the States of Mississippi and .\la- 
bama. In both deeds of cession it was made a condition 
by the ceding States that the Federal Government 
should not prohibit Slavery in the ceded country. 
Besides this. Slavery was then actually in the ceded 
country. Under these circumstances. Congress, on 
taking charge of these countries, did not absolutely 
prohibit Slavery within them. But they did interfere 
with it— take control of it— even there, to a certain 
extent. la 1793, Congress organized the Territory of 
Mississippi. In the act of organization they prohibited 
the bringing of olaves into the Territory, from any place 
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without the United States, by fine, and giving freedom 
to slaves so brought. This act passed both branches of 
Congress without yeas and nays. In that Concress 
weee three of the " thirty-nine" who framed the oricinal 
Constitution. I'hey were John Langdon, George Kead 
and Abraham Ualdtvin. They ail, probably, voted for 
it. Certainly they would have placed their opposition 
"P?" '',^2°"'^' understanding, any line 

dividing local from federal authority, or anything in the 
Constitution, propetJy forbade the f'edeiul Government 
to control as to Slavery In federal territory 

la 1803, the federal aovernineiit purchased the Louisi- 
ana country. Our former territorial acquisitions came 
from certain of our own States; but this Louisiana 
country, was acquired from a foreign nation. In 1804, 
Congress gave a Territorial organization to that part of 
it which now constitutes the State of Louisiana. Nkw 
Orleans, lying within tliat part, was an old and compara- 
tively large city. There were other considerable towns 
and settlements, and Slavery was extensively and 
thoroughly inteniiiiigled with t/ie people. Congress did 
not, in tlie Territorial Act, prohibit Slavery; but they 
did interfere with it-take control of it— in a more marked 
and extensive way than they did in the case of Mississippi, 
The substance of the provision therein made, in relation 
to slaves, was : 

Firsl. That no slave should be imported into the Ter- 
ritory from foreign parts. 

Second. That no slave should be carried into it who 
had been imjioried into the United States since the first 
day of May, 1793. 

Third. T.'iat no slave shall be carried into it except by 
the owner, and for his own use as a settler; the penalty 
In all the cases being a fine upon the violator of the law, 
and freedom to the slave. 

This act also was passed without yeaa and nays. In 
the Congress which passed it, there were two of the 
"thirty-nine." They were Abraham Baldwin and Jona- 
than I)ay ton. As stated in tne case of Mississippi, it is 
probab e they both voted for it. Tiiey would not have 
allowed it to pass without recording their opposition to 
1!, if, in their understanding, it violated either the line 
proper dividing local from federal authority or any pro- 
vision of the Constitution. 

In 1810-2J, came and passed the Missouri question. 
Matiy votes were taken, by yeas and nays, in both 
briinchea of Congress, upon the various phases of the 
general question. Two of the " thirty-nine"— Uufus King 
una Cliarles I'inckney— were members of that Congress. 
Mr. King steadily voted for Slavery prohibition and 
against all compromises, while Mr. Pinckney as steadily 
mud ag iinst Slavery prohibition and against all compro- 
mises. Jly this Jlr. King showed that, in his understand- 
ing, uo line dividii.g local from federal authority, nor 
anything m the Constitution, was violated by Congress 
prohibiting Slavery in federal territory ; while Mr. pfnck- 
ney, by his votes, showed that in his understanding there 
was sufficient reason for opposing such prohibiiiou in 
Uiat case. 

...w"''^.''* f. ''"Ve mentioned are the only acts of the 

„M K^■i.""'^• !.°'■°^*°y "Poa direct issue, 

which I have been able to discover. 

I ^0 enumerate the persons who thus acted, as being four 
• 'I'iJw ^ seventeen in ITSD, three in 179S, 

m in 1804, and two in 1819-20— tliere would be 'hirtv- 
one of them. But this would be counting John Langdcii, 
Roger Sherman, William Few, Hufus King, and George 
Bead, each twice, and Abraham Baldwin four times Tue 
truenamberofthoseof the "thirty-nine" whom I have 
Mown to have acted upon the question, which, by the 
ext they understood better than we, is twenty-tbree. 
iMViDg sixteen not shown to have acted upon it in anj! 

^'^'^^ twenty.three out of our "thirtv- 
Dlne-'father? who framed the Government under which 
jre ive.who have, upon their official responsibility ami 
h.flSfP,?''^' ^'^^'^ "P°° the very question which 
« ^""'"^ "l*^^ " understood just as well, and even 
J:ll J^i'^'\.^^jK'^°'^'' '^"'^ twenty-one of them— a 
Clear majority of the whole " thirty-nine "— so acting un- 
.Si J!?J°,'"'*''.'^""^'"eui"y of gross political impropriety, 
and willful perjury, if, in their understanding, any propel 
f^ll'o^^^'itv'eea local and federal authority, or anything 
w the Constitution they had made themselves, and sworn 
» support, forbade the Federal Government to control as 
L „M*7'" "."^ ^"'^""'^^ territories. Thus the twenty- 
i?H„„ "^^''''''"^^P'^'''' than words, so 

actions under such responsibility speak still louder. 

Briww? ^"'ei^ against Congressional 

.tann« Slavery in the federal Territories in the in- 
iw "■'"5'* "'^y ^'^'e'* "Pon the question. But for 
11. reason Ihey so voted is not known. They may have 
loae so because they thought a proper division of local 
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from federal authority, or some provision or principle of 
the Constitution, stood in the way ; or they may, without 
any such question, have voted against the prohibition, on 
what appeared to them to be suUicient grounds of expe- 
diency. No one who has sworn to supjjort the Constitu- 
tion, can conscientiously vote for what he understands to 
be an unconstitutional measure, hcwever exjiedient he 
may think it ; but one may and ought to vote against a 
measure which he deems constitutional, if, at the satie 
time, he deems it inexpedient. It, therefore, would be 
unsafe to set down even the two who voted ag.iinst the 
prohibition, as having done so because, in their under- 
standing, any proper division of local from federal au- 
thority, or anything in the Constitution forbade the 
I'ederal Government to control as to Slavery in federal 
territory. 

The remaining sixteen of the " thirty-nine," so far as I 
have discovered, have left no record of their understand- 
ing upon the direct question of the control of Slavery in 
the federal territories. But tliere is much reason to be- 
lieve that their understanding 'upon that question would 
not have appeared different from that of their twenty- 
three compeers, had it been manifested at all. 

For the purpose of adhering rigidly to the text, I have 
purposely omitted whatever understanding may have 
been manifested, by any person, however distinguished, 
other than the thirty-nine fathers who framed the original 
Constitution ; and, for the same reason, I liave also omit- 
ted whatever understanding may have been manifested 
by any of the " thirty -nine" even, on any other phase ot 
the general question of Slavery. If we should look into 
their acts and declarations on those other phases, as the 
foreign slave-trade, and the morality and policy of 
Slavery generally, it would appear to us that on- the di- 
rect question of federal control of Slavery in federal 
territories, the sixteen, if they had acted at all, would 
probably have acted just as the twenty-three did. 
Among that sixteen were several of the most noted anti- 
slavery men of those tiines~as Dr. Franklin, Alexander 
Ilamilton, and Gouveriieur Morris— while there was not 
one now known to have been otherwise, unless it may bo 
John Itutledge, of South Carolina. 

The sum of the whole is, that of our " th'rtv-nine" 
fathers who framed the original Constitution, twenty- 
one— a clear majority of the whole— certainly understood 
that no proper division of local from federal authority 
nor any part of the Constitution, forbade the Federal 
Government to control Slavery in the federal territories, 
while all the rest probably had the same understanding. 
Such, unquestionably, was the understanding of oui* 
fathers who framed the original Constitution ; and the 
text affirms that they understood the question better 
than we. 

But, so far, I have been considering the understanding 
of the question manifested by the framers of the original 
Constitution. In and by the original instrument, a mode 
was provided for amending it ; and, as I have already 
stated, the present frame of Government under whicli 
we live consists of that original, and twelve amendatory 
articles framed and adopted since. Those who now insist 
that federal control of Slavery in fednral territories vio- 
lates the Constitution, point us to the provisions which 
they suj)pose it thus violates; and, as I understand, tliev 
all fix upon provisions in theae amendatory articles, and 
not in the original instrument. The Supreme Court, in 
the Bred Scott case, plant themselves upon the fifth 
amendment, which provides that " no person shall be de 
prived of property williout due process of law ;" whUe 
Senator Douglas and his peculiar adherents plant them- 
selves upon the tenth amendment, providing that the 
powers not granted by the Constitution, are reserved to 
the States respectively, and to the people." 

Kow, it so happens that these amendments were framed 
b; the first Congress which sat under the Constitution— 
the identical Congress whiofc passed the act already men- 
tioned, enforcing the prohibition of Slavery in the north- 
western Territory. Not only was it the same Congress, 
but they were the identical, same individual men, who, 
at the same session, and at the same time within the ses- 
sion, had under consideration, and in progress toward 
maturity, these Constitutional amendments, and this act 
prohibiting Slavery in all the Territory the nation then, 
owned. The Constitutional amendments were introduced: 
before, and passed after the act enforcing the Ordinance, 
of '87 ; so that during the whole pendency of Hie act to 
enforce the ordinance, the Constitulional amendments 
were also t)ending. 

That Congress, consisting in all of seventy-six mem- 
bers, including sixteen of the framers oftlie original Con- 
stitution, as before stated, were preeminently our fathers 
who framed that part of 'he Government under wliich we 
live, which, is now claimed as forbidding the Federal 
Gevernment to control Slavery in the Federal Territories. 
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It is not a little presumptuous in any one at this day to 
aSirm ti.at t>ie two tilings wtiicli that Congress deliber- 
ately framed, and carried to maturity at tiie same time, 
are absolutely inconsistent with eacli other ? And does 
not such atfirmation become impudently absurd when 
coup'.ed witli the other affirmation, from the same mouth, 
that those who did the two tilings alleged to be inconsis- 
tent understood whether they really were inconsistent 
better titan we — better than he who affirms that tliey are 
inconsistent ? 

It is surely safe to assume that the " thirty-nine " 
framers of the original Constitution, and tlie seventy-six 
members of the Congress which framed the amendments 
thereto, laUen togetUer, do certainly include those who 
inay be fairly called our fathers who framed the Gov- 
ennuent under which we live." And so assuming, I 
defy any man to show tliat any one of thetn ever, in his 
whole life, declared that, in his understanding, any 
proper division of lucal from federal authority, or any 
part of the Constitution, forbade the Federal Govern- 
ment to control as to Slavery in the federal territories. 
I go a step further. I defy any one to show that any 
living man m the whole world ever did, prior to the be- 
ginning of tlie present century (and I might almost say 
prior to the beginning ot the last half of the present cen- 
tury) declare that, in his understanding, any proper 
division of local from federal authority, or any part of 
the Constitution, forbade the Federal Government to 
control as to Slavery in the federal territories. To those 
who now so declare, I give, not only " our fathers who 
framed the Governmeat under wliicli we live," but with 
tliem ail other living men within the century in which it 
was framed, among whom to search, and they shall not be 
able to find the evidence of a single tnau agreeing with 
tueiii. 

Now, and here, let me guard a little against being mis- 
anderstuod, I do not mean to say we are bound to follow 
implicitly in whatever our fathers did. To do so, would be 
to discard all the lights of current experience — to reject 
ail progress— all improvement. What I do say is, that if 
we would supplant the opinions and policy of our fathers 
in any ca^e, we should do so upon evidence so conulu?ive, 
and argument so clear, that even their great authority, 
fairly considered and weiglied, cannot stand; and mo^t 
surely not in a case wliereof we ourselves declare tiiey 
understood tlie question better than wo. 

If any man, at this day, sincerely believes that a 
proper nivision of local from federal authority, or any 
part, of the Constitution, forbids tlie Federal Government 
10 control as to Slavery in the federal territories, he is 
right to say so, and to enforce his position by all truthful 
evidence and fair argument which he can. But he has no 
right to mislead others, who have less access to history 
and le^o leisure to study it, into tlie false belief that " our 
fathers, who framed tlie Government under which we 
live," were of the same opinion— thus substituting false- 
hood anil deception for truthful evidence and f.iir argu- 
ment. If any man at this day sincerely believes " our 
fathers, wlio framed , tlie Government under wliicli we 
live," used and applied principles, in otlier cases, which 
ought to h'lve led them to understand that a proper 
division oflocal from federal authority or some part oftlie 
Constitution, forljids the federal government to control 
as to Slavery in tiie Federal Territories, he is right to say 
80. But he should, at the same time, brave ttie respon.^i- 
bility of declaring tliat, in ills opinion, he understaiiiis 
their principles better than they did themselves ; and 
especially should he not shirk that responsibility by as- 
serting that they understood ttie question just as well, 
and even better, than we do now." 

But enoifgh. Let all who believe tliat " our fathers, 
who framed the Guverninent under wliicli we live, under- 
stood tlie question just as well, and even better, than we 
do now, ' speak as they spoke, and act as they acted upon 
It. Tnis is all Republicans ask — all U-jpublicans desire — 
in relation to Slavery. As those fathers marked it. so let 
it be again marked, as an evil not to be extended, but to be 
tolerated and protected only because of and so far as its 
actual presence among us makes that toleration and pro- 
tection a necessity. Let all the guaranties those fathers 
gave it, be not grudgingly, but fully and fairly, luain- 
lained. For this Republicans contend, and with tills, so 
far as I know or believe, they w.ll be content. 

And now, if they would listen, as I suppose they will 
not, 1 would address a few words to the southern peo- 
ple, 

I would say to them : You consider yourselves a reason- 
able and a just people ; and 1 consider that in the general 
qualities of reason and justice you are not inferior to any 
otlier people. Still, when you apeak of us Ilepublicans, 
you do so only to denounce us as reptiles, or, at tlie best, 
as no better than outlaws. You will grant ii hearing to 
pirates or murierere, but nothing like it to Black Bepub- 



licans." In all your contenlit-ns with one another, each 
of you deems an unconditional condemnation of " Black 
KepublicanUm" as the first tiling to be attended to. In- 
deed such condemnation of us seems to be an indispensac 
ble prerequisite— license, bo to speak, among you to te ad- 
mitted or permitted to speak at all. 

Now, can you, or not, be prevailed upon to pause and to 
consider whether tliis is quite just to us, or even to your- 
selves? 

Bring forward your charges and specifications, and then 
be patient long enough to iiear us deny or justiiy. 

You say we are sectional. We deny it. That makes tai 
issue : and tlie burden of proof is upon you. You pro. 
duce your proof; and what is it? AVhy, that our party 
has no existence in your section — gets no votes in your 
section. The fact is substantially true ; but does it prove 
the issue? If it does, then in case \ve should, without 
change of principle, begin to get votes in your section, we 
Bhould thereby cease to be sectional. You cannot escape 
this conclusion; and yet, are you willing to abide by it? 
If you are, you will probably soon find that we have 
ceased to be sectional, for we shall get votes in your sec- 
tion tills very year. You will then begin to discover, as 
the truth plainly is, that your proof does not touch the 
issue. The fact that we get no votes in your section is a 
fact of your making, and not of ours. And it there be 
fault in that fact, that fault is primarily yours, and re- 
mains so until you siiow that we repel you by some wrong 
principle or practice. If we do repel you by any wrong 
principle or practice, the fault is ours ; hut this brings you 
to wliere you ought to have started — to a discussion of the 
right or wrong of our principle. If our principle, put in 
practice, would wrong your section for the benelit of ours, 
or for any otlier object, then our principle, and we with it, 
are sectional, and are justly opposed and denounced as 
such. Meet us, then, on the question of whether our jirin- 
ciple, put in practice, would wrong your section ; anil to 
meet it as if it were possible that something may be said 
on our side. Do you accept the challenge ? No? Then 
you really believe that the principle which our lathers vrlio 
framed the Government tnider winch we live tliought eo 
clearly right as to adopt it, tind indorse it again and 
again, upon their olUcial oaths, is, in fact, so clearly 
wrong as to demand your condemnation without a mo- 
ment's consideration. 

Some of you delight to flaunt in our faces the warning 
against sectional parties given by Washington in his 
Farewell Address. Less than eight years before Wash- 
ington gave that warning he had, as President of the 
United States, approved and signed an act of Congress en- 
forcuig the pi o'uluition of Slavery in the nortlnvestetu Terri- 
tory, which act embodied the policy of the Government 
upon that subject, up to and at tlie very moment he 
penned tliat warning; and about one.vear after lie penned 
it he wrote Lafayette, that he considered that prohibition 
a wise measure, expressing in the same connection his 
hope that we should sometime have a confederacy of free 
States. 

Bearing this in mind, and seeing that sectionalism has 
since arisen upon this same subject, is that warning a 
wea[>on in your hands against us, or, in our hands, against 
you ? Could Washington liimself speak, would he cast the 
blame of that secti'malisin upon us, who si-flain his policy, 
or upon you, who repudiate it? We respect that warnuig 
of AVashington, anil we commend it to you, together with 
Ills example pointing to the right application of it. 

But you say you are conservative — eminently conserva- 
tive — while we are revolutionary, destructive, or some- 
thing of the sort. What Ls conservatism? Is it not_ ad- 
herence to the old anil tried, against the new and untried? 
We slick to, contend for, tiie identical old policy on the 
point in controversy which was adopted by our fathers 
who framed the Government under which we live ; while 
you, with one accord, reject, and scout, and spit upon that 
old policy, and insist upon substituting soinetiiing new. 
True, you disagree among yourselves as to what tliat sub- 
stitute shall be. You have considerable variety of neff 
propositions and plans, but you are unanimous in rejecting 
and denouncing the old policy of the fathers. Some of 
you are for reviving the foreign slave-trade ; some for a con- 
gressional slave-code for the Territories ; some for Con- 
gress forbidiling tiie Territories to prohibit Slavery within 
tlioir limits ; some for maiiitaining Slavery in the Territo- 
ries through tlie judiciary ; some for the " gur-reat pur-rin- 
ciple" that " if one man would enslave another, no thkd 
person should object," fantastically called " Popular So- 
vereignty j" but never a man among you in favor of fede- 
ral prohibition of Slavery in Federal Territories, according 
to the practice of our fathers who framed the Government 
under which we live. Not one of all your various plans 
can show a precedent or an advocate in tliv century with- 
in which our Government originated. (Jonsider, then, 
whether your claim of conservatism for yourselves, and 
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your charge of destructiveness against us, are based on 
the most clear and stable foundations. 

Again, you say we have made the Slavery question 
more proniinent than it formerly was. We deny it. W'e 
admit that it is more prominent, but we deny that we 
made it so. It was not we, but you, who discarded the 
old policy of the fathe s. We resisted, and still resist, 
your innovation; and thence comes the greater promi- 
nence of the question. Would you have that question re- 
duced to its former proportions ? Go back to that old 
policy. What has been will be again, under the same 
conditions. If you would have the peace of the old 
times, re-adopt the precepts and policy of the old times. 

You charge that we stir up insurrections among your 
slaves. We deny it ; and what is your proof? Harper's 
Ferry ! John Drown ! .John Jkown was no Republican ; 
and you have failed to implicate a single Itepublican in 
his Harper's Ferry enterprise. If any member of our 
party is guilty in that matter, you know it, or you do not 
know it. If you do know It, you are inexcusable to not 
designate the man, and prove the fact. If you do not 
know it, you are inexcusable to assert it, and especially 
to persist in the assertion after you have tried and failed 
to make the proof. Ynu need not be told that persisting 
in a charge which one does not know to be true, is sim- 
ply a malicious slander. 

Some of you admit that no Kcpublican designedly 
aided or encouraged the Harper's Ferry alfair; but still 
insist that our doctrines and declarations necessarily 
lead to such results. We do not believe it. We know 
we hold to no doctrine, and make no declarations, which 
were not held to and made by our fathers who framed 
the Government under which we live. You never dealt 
fairly by us in relation to this alfair. When it occurred, 
some important State elections were near at hand, and 
you were in evident glee with the belief that, by charg- 
ing ttie blame upon us, you could get an advantage of us 
in those elections. The elections came, and your ex- 
pectations were not quite fulfilled. Kvery Itepublican 
man knew that, as to himself at least, your charge was a 
elaiider, and he was not much inclined by it to cast liis 
vote in your favor. Kepublioan doctrines and declara- 
tions are accompanied with a continual protest against 
any interference whatever with your slaves, or with you 
abuut your slaves. Surely, this does not encourage them 
to revolt. True, we do, in common with our fathers, who 
framed the Government under which we live, declare 
our belief that Slavery is wrong; but the slaves do not 
hear us declare even this. For anything we say or do, 
the slaves would scarcely know there is a Itepublican 
party. I believe they would not, in fact, generally know 
it but fur your misre|)resentations of us, in their heaiing. 
In your political contests among yourselves, each fac- 
tion charges the other with sympathy with Black Ite- 
pulilicanism ; and then, to give point to the charge, 
delines lilack Uepublicanism to simply be insurrection, 
blPod and thunder among the slaves. 

Slave insurrections are no mere common now than 
fhey were before tlie Kepublican party was organized. 
What induced the Southampton insurrection, twenty- 
eiglit years ago, in wliicli, at least, three times as many 
lives were lost as at Harper's Ferry ? You can scarcely 
stretch your very clastic fancy to the conclusion that 
Southampton was got up by lilack Uepublicanism. In 
the present state of things in the United States, I do not 
think a general, or even a very extensive slave insurrec- 
tion, is possible. The indispensable concert of action 
cannot be attained. The slaves have no means of rapid 
communication ; uor can incendiary free men, black or 
white, 6ui)ply it. The explosive materials are every- 
where in parcels ; but there neither are, nor can be sup- 
plied, the indispensable connecting trains. 

Much is said by Soutliern people about the affection of 
slaves for tliei'' masters and mistresses ; and a part of it, 
at least, is true. A plot for an uprising could scarcely be 
devised ami communicated to twenty individuals before 
some one of tliem, to save the life of a favorite master or 
mistress, would divulge it. This is the rale; and the 
slave-revolution in Hayti was not an exception to it, but a 
case occurring under iteculiar circumstances. The pun- 
powder plot of British history, though not connected with 
slaves, was more in point. In that case, only about twenty 
Were a<Imitted to the secret ; anil yet one of tliem, in his 
anxiety to save a friend, betrayed the plot to that friend, 
and, by conseiiuence, averted the calamity. Occasional 
poisonings from the kitchen, and open or stealthy assassi- 
nations in tlie field, and local revolts extending to a score 
or so, will continue to occur as the natural results of Sla- 
very; but no general insurrection of slaves, as I think, can 
happen in this co»ntry for a long time. Whoever much 
fears, or much hopes, for such au event, will be alike dis- 
appointed. 

Ir the language of Mr, Jefferson, uttered many years 



ago, " it is still in our power to direct the process of eman- 
cipation, and deportationj peaceably, and in such slow 
degrees, as that the evil will wear off insensibly ; and their 
places be, pari passu, filled up by free white laborers. 
If, on the contrary, it is left to force itself on, human na- 
ture must shudder at the prospect held up." 

Sir. Jefferson did not mean to say, nor do I, that the 
power of emancipation is in the Federal Government. He 
spoke of Vivginia ; and, as to the power of emancipation, 
I speak of ti -' slaveliolding States only. 

The Feflc-al Government, however, as we insist, has the 
power of i->.ocraining the extension of the institution — the 
power to insure that a slave insurrection shall never occur 
on any American soil which is now free from Slavery. 

John Brown's effort was peculiar. It was not a slave in- 
surrection. It was an attempt by wliite men to get up a 
revolt among slaves, in which the slaves refused to partici- 
pate. In fact, it was so absurd that the slaves, with all 
tlieir ignorance, saw plainly enough it could not succeed. 
That affair, in its pliilos()i)hy, corresponds with many at- 
tempts related in history, at the assassination of Kings and 
Kmperors. An enthusiast broods over the ojipressiou of a 
people till he fancies himself connnissioned by Heaven to 
liberate them. He ventures the attempt, which ends iu 
little else than in his own execution. Orsini's attempt on 
Louis Napoleon, and John Brown's attempt at Harper's 
Ferry, were, in tlieir philosophy, precisely the same. The 
eagerness to cast blame on old Fngland in the one case, 
and on New England in tlie other, does not disprove the 
sameness of the two things. 

And how much would it avail you, if you could, by tlie 
use of John Brown, Helper's book, and the like, break up 
the Itepublican organization ? Human action can be mod- 
ified to sonie extent, but human nature cannot be changed. 
There is a judgment and a feeling against Slavery in this 
nation, which cast at least a million and a half of votes. 
You cannot destroy that judgment and feeling— that sen- 
timent—by breaking up the political organization which 
rallies around it. You can scarcely scatter and disperse 
an army which has been formed into order in the face of 
your heaviest fire, but if you could, how nmch would you 
gain by forcing the scnliment which created it out of the 
peaceful channel of the ballot box, into some other chan- 
nel ? What would that other channti probably be ?• Would 
the number of John Browns be lessened or enlarged by the 
operation ? 

But you will break up the Union ratlier than submit to a 
denial of your constitutional rights. 

That has a somewhat reckless sound ; but it would be 
palliated, if not fully justified, were we proposing, by the 
mere force of numbers, to deprive you of some right, 
plainly written down in the Constitution. But we are pro- 
posing no such thing. 

When you make these declarations, you have a specific 
and well-understood allusion to an assumed constitutional 
right of yours, to take slaves into the federal territories, 
and to hold them there as projierty. But no such right is 
siiecittcally written in the Constitution. That instrument, 
is literally silent, about any such right. We, on the con- 
trary, deny that such a right has any existence in the Con- 
stitution, even by implication. 

Your purpose, then, plainly stated, is, tliat you will 
destroy the Government, unless you be allowed to con- 
st ue and enforce the Constitution as you please, on all 
points in dispute between you and us. You will rule or 
ruin in all events. 

This, plainly stated, is your language to us. Perhaps 
you will say the Supreme Court has decided the disputed 
Constitutional question in your favor. Not quite so: 
But waiving the lawye/s distinction betvfeen dictum and 
dec:sion, the Courts have decided the question for you 
in a sort of way. The Courts have substantially said, it 
is your Constitutional right to take slaves into the 
federal (erritories, and to hold them there as piope. ty. 

When I say tlie decision was made in a sort of way, Z 
mean it was made in a divided Court by a bare majority 
of the Judges, and they not qinte agreeing with one 
another in the reasons for making it ; that it is so made 
as lliat its avowed supporters disagree with one another 
about its meaning, and that it was mainly based upon a 
n:ist .ken statement of fact— the statement in the opinion 
that "the right of property in a slave is distinctly and 
expressly aflirmed in the Constitution," 

An inspection of the Constitution will sliow that the 
riglit of iircpcrty in a slave is not distinctly and expressly 
affirmed in it. Bear in mind the Judges do not, pledge 
their judicial opinion that such is right is impliedly af- 
firmed in the Constitution ; but they pledge tlieir veracity 
that it is distinctly and e.xpressly affirmed there—" dis- 
tinctlv," that is, not mingled with anything else— " ex- 
pressly," that U, in words meaning just that, without the 
aid of any inference, and susceptible of no other meaning. 

If they had only pledged their judicial opinion that 
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such vight is afTirmed in the instrument by implication, 
It wouUl be open to others to show that neither the word 
" slave" nor " Slavery" is to be found in the Constitu- 
tion, nor the word "'property" even, in any connection 
with the language alluding to the things slave, or Slavery, 
and that wherever in that instrument the slave is alluded 
to, he is called a " person and wherever liis master's 
legal right in relation to him is alluded to, it is spoken of 
as " Service or labor due," as a " debt" payable in 
service or labor. Also, it would be open to show, by 
contemporaneous history, that this mode of alluding to 
slaves and Slavery, instead of speaking of them, was em- 
ployed on purpose to exclude from the Constitution the 
idea tliat there could be property in man. 

To show all this is easy and certain. 

When this obvious mistake of the Judges shall be 
brought to their notice, it is not reasonable to expect 
that they will withdraw the mistaken statement, and 
reconsider the conclusion based upon it? 

And then it is to be remembered that our fathers, who 
framed the Government under which we live" — the men 
who made the Constitution— decided this same Constitu- 
tional question in our favor, long ago— decided it without 
a division among themselves, when making the decision ; 
without division among themselves about the meaning 
of it after it was made, and so far as any evidence is 
left, without basing it upon any mistaken statement of 
facts. 

Under all these circumstances, do you really feel 
yourselves justided to break up this (iovernment, un- 
less such a court decision as yours is shall be at once 
submitted to as a conclusive and final rule of political 
action ? 

But you will not abide the election of a Kepublican 
I'resident. In that supposed event, you say, you will 
destroy the Union ; and then, you say, the great crime of 
having destroyed it will be upon us '! 

That is cool. A highwayman holds a pistol to my ear, 
and mutters through his teeth, " stand and deliver, or I 
shall kill you, and then you will be a murderer !" 

To be sure, what the robber demanded of me — my 
money — was my own ; and 1 had a clear right to keej) 
it : but it was no more my own than ray vote is my own ; 
and tlte threat of death to me to extort my money, and 
the threat of destruction to the Union, to extort my 
vote, can scarcely be distinguished in principle. 

A few words now to Kepublicans. It U exceedingly 
desirable that all parts of this great Confederacy shall 
be at peace, and in harmony, one with another. 'Let us 
Uepublicans do our part to have it so. Even though 
mucli provoked, let us do nothing through passion anil 
ill temper. Even though the southern people will not so 
much as listen to us, let us calmly consider tlieir 
demands, and yield to them if, in our deliberate view of 
our duty, we possibly can. Judging by all they say and 
do, and by the subject and nature of their controversy 
/Arith us, let us determine, if we can, what will satisfy then!? 
I Will tliey be aatislied if the Territories be uncDii.iiiioii- 
/ ally surrendered to tliein ? We know tliey will not. In 
/ all tlu'ir present complaints against us, tlie Territories ai e 
scarce! v mentioned. Invasions ami insurrections are the 
rage now. Will it satisfy them if, in tlie future, we liave 
nothing to do witli invasions ami insurrections? We 
know it will not. We so know beiruuse we know we never 
had anyll'.ing to do witli invasions and insurrectiinis ; 
and yet this total abstaining does notexempt us from tlie 
; charge and the denunciation. 

I Tlie question recurs, wliat will satisfy them? Simply 
! this: We must not only let tliem alone, but we must, 
1 somehow, convince them that we do lut them alone. T.'iis, 
I we know by experience, is no ea-iy task. We have been 
! so trying to convince tliem, from liie Very beginning of 
' our organization, but with no success. In all our plat- 
forms and speeclies we have constantly protested ourpur- 
poatj to let tlie;n alono; but Miis has luid no tendency to 
convince them. Alike unavailing to convince them is 
the fact that they have never detected a man of ua in 
any attempt to disturb them. 



Tliese natural, and apparently adequate means all fuii. 
ing, wliat will convince them ? This, and this only ; 
cease to call Slavery wrong, and join them in calliii;,' it 
I'igM. And this must be uoae tliorouglily — done in aeU 
as well OS in words. Silence will not be tolerateii — 
must plai;e ourselves avowedly with thein. Doughis's 
new sedition law must be enacted and enforced, supprtj,;. 
ing all declarations tliat Slavery is wrong, wlietlier miide 
in politics, in presses, in pulpits, or in private. W\; niusi 
arrest and return their fugitive slaves with gruuilj 
pleasure. We must pull down our Free State cmisiiiutions, 
The whole aimos])liere must be disinlected from nil tiiut 
of opposition to Slavery, before ihuy will cease to believa 
tliat all their troubles proceed from us. 

1 am quite aware tliey do not state their case precisely 
in this way. Most of* tliem would probably say to u< 
" Let us alone, do nothing to us, and say what you plenau 
about Slavery." But we do let tlirm alone — liiive never 
disturbed tlieni— so tliat, after all, it is wliat we sny, 
wliieh dissati^tles them. They will continue to accuse ua 
of doing, until we cease saying. 

I am also aware they have not, as yet, in terms, 
demandeil the overtiirow of our Free State Constitutions, 
Vet tliose consiiiutions di-chire tlie wrong of Shivery, 
witli more solemn emphasis, tlian do all oilier sayiiigj 
against it; and when all tliese otlier sayings shall Imve 
been silenceil, tlie overtiirow of tliese constitutions will 
be demanded, and notliing be left to resist tlie demand. 
It is notliing 10 the contrary, that tlioy do not demand the 
whole of tliis just now. Demanding what they do, and 
for the reason they do, they can voluntarily stop nowlwre 
short of tliis consummation. Holding, as they do, tliat 
Slavery is morally right, and socially elevating, tliey caiH 
not cease to demand a full national recognition ot ii, ai 
a legal right, and a social blessing. 

Nor can we justiliably witlilioid this, on r.ny ground 
save our convieiioii that Slavery is wrong. If Slavery is 
right, all words, acts, laws, and constitutions against it, 
are ttiemselves wrong, and should be silenced, and swtpi 
away. If it is right, we cannot justly olijecl to its naimii- 
ality— its universality ; if it is wrong, tliey cannol justly 
insist upon its extension — its enlargement. Ail they ask, 
we could readily grant, if we tliought Slavery right ; all 
we ask, they could as readily grant, if they thouglit it 
wrong. Tlieir thinking it right, and our tliiiikiiig it 
svrong, is the precise fact upon wtiicii depends tlie wnole 
controversy. Thinking it riglil, as they do, they are not 
til blame for desiring its full recognition, as lieing right; 
but, thinking it wrong, as we do, can we yield to tliem? 
Can we cast our votes witli their view, and against our 
own ? In view of our moral, social, and political respuii- 
sibiliiies, can we do this? 

Wrong as we think Slavery is, we can yet afford to let 
it alone where it is, because ttiat mucli is due to ilia 
necessity arising from its actual presence in tlie nation; 
but can we, while our votes will prevent it, allow it to 
spread into the National Territories, and to overrun us 
liere in these Free States? 

If our sense of duty forbids this, then let us stand hy 
our 'Uity, fearlessly anil elfectivcly. Let us be diverted liy 
none ol tliose sopliisMcal contrivances wherewilli we are 
so industriously plied and belabored — contrivances sucli 
as groping for some middle ground between the riglit hiiiI 
the wrung, vain as the searcli for a man wlio slioulii ba 
neitlier a living man nor a dead man— sudi a^ a policy 
of "don't care" on a question about wliicli all true men 
do care— such as Union appeals beseeching true Union 
men to yield to Uisunionisis, reversing the divine rule, 
and calling, not the sinners, but tlie righteous to repent- 
ance — such as invocations to Waihington, imploring men 
to unsay what Washington said, and undo what Washing' 
tun did. 

Neither let us be slandered from our duly by fnlsa 
accusations against us, nor frightened from it by menaces 
of destruction to the Government, nor of dungeons to 
ourselves. Let us have 'aitli that right makes iniglit, and 
in iliat faith, let us, to '.he end, dai e to do our duly, as 
we understand it. 
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SPEECH AT FRANKFORT, KY. 



The Hon', John C. Bueckikridge delivered 
the following speech on the general political 
topics of the day before the Legislature of Ken- 
tucky at.Frankfort in Dec. 1859. Mr. Breckin- 
ridge had been recently elected to the United 
States Senate, by tlie Kentucky Legislature; 
and after returning his thanks for the distin- 
guished honor, and promising to serve the State 
10 the best of his ability, he continued as 
follows : 

The election took place on Monday. The day before 
I received a letter signed by a number of gentlemen in 
the Legislature, asking my opinion in reference to the 
Drei) Scott decision, in reference to Terriiorial Sover- 
eignty, and the power of Congress to protect the property 
of citizens witliin tlie Territories. I received that letter 
with profound respect, and only regret it did not come 
to my hands in time, that 1 might answer it before the 
election. Uut yet I am glad tliat I could not answer it 
before that day, for your choice is a sort of indorsement 
of my soundness upon tliose questions. I confess I was 
somewhat gratified tliat the election took place before 
I had those questions to answer. It was utterly impossi- 
ble for me to have returned an answer before the time 
fixed by your law for the election, but, I never intended 
to fail in tliis answer. 1 never should have failed. Had 
it been one who signed it, instead of twenty, the result 
would have been precisely the same. ' 

Besides this, it would have been of but little conse 
quence, be the answer before or afier. I belong to that 
school of politics that believes in instruction, and whea 
ever I am not ready to receive the instructions of the 
istate, I stand ready to give back the trust confided in 
my hands. 

TIIE DRED SCOTT DECISION. 

Gentlemen, I bow to tlie decision of tlie Supreme Court 
of the United States upon every question within its 
proper jurisdiction, whellier it corresponds with ray pri- 
vate opinion or not ; only, I bow a tiille lower when it 
happens to do so, as the decision in the Dred Scott case 
does. I approve it in all its parts its a sound exposition 
uf the law and constitutional rights of the States, and 
citizens tliat inhabit theui. (Applause.) It may not be 
improper for me liere to add that, so great an inierest did 
i take in that decision, and in its principles being sus- 
tained and understood iu the commonwealth of Ken- 
tucky, tliat 1 took tlie trouble, at niy own cost, to print 
or have printed a large edition of tliat decision to scat- 
ter it over the State, and unless the mails have miscar- 
ried, there is scarcely a niemlicr elected to tlie Legisla- 
lure who has not received a copy with my frank. 

To approve the decision of the Supreme Court in the 
Dred Scott case would seem to settle the whole question 
of Territorial Sovereignty, as I think will presently ap- 
pear; but, In order that no one may misunderstand 
my views on tliat {piestion, I will, with your leave, de- 
tain you with a brief review of what was done as to Mie 
Slavery question up to the time of that decision, refer- 
ring also to llie duties imiiosed by it. 

THE MlSSOljUI LI.N'E. 

I was !n the Congress of the United States when that 
Missouri line was repealed. 1 never would have voted for 
any bill organizing the Territory of Kansas iis long as that 
odious sti.Lfma upon our institutions remained upon the 
statute-book. 1 voted cheerfully for its repeal, and in do- 
ing that 1 cast no relleotion upon the wise patriots who 
acquiesced iu it at tlie time it was established. It was re- 



pealed, and we passed the act known as the Kansas-Ne- 
braska bill. The Abolition, or <2:ia>ii Abolition party of 
the United States were constantly contending that it was 
the right of Congress to prohibit Slavery in the common 
Territories of the Union. The Democratic party, aided by 
most of the gentlemen from the South, took the opposite 
view of the case. Our object was, if possible, to withdraw 
that question from the Halls of Congress, and place it 
where it could no longer risk the public welfare and the 
public interest. In the Congress of the United States it 
had been agitated all the time, to the disadvantage of the 
South ; accordingly (I have not a copy of the bill before 
me now, but I remember its leading provisions), a bill was 
passed, repealing the Missouri line, and leaving those Ter- 
ritories upon the contract and the assertion that tlie bill 
made. Did we intend by it to legislate Slavery into Kan- 
sas and Nebraska? We denied that, and denied it upon 
the face of the bill itself. The settlement thus made, af- 
terward received the approval of the people of the whole 
country. The bill said within itself, not that we intend to 
legislate Slavery into the Territories, but to leave the peo- 
ple free to form their own domestic institutions, subject 
only to the Constitution of the United States. Tliat was 
as much as we could agree upon. There was a point ujion 
which we could not agree. A considerable jiortion of the 
Northern Democracy held that Slavery was in derogation 
of common right, and could only exist by force of positive 
law. They contended that the Constitution did not furnish 
tliat haw, and that the slaveholder could not go into the 
Territories with his'slaves with the Constitution to author- 
ize him in liolduig his slaves as property, or to protect bun. 
The South, generally, without distinction of party, held the 
opposite view. They held that the citizens of all the 
States may go with whatever was j-eeognized by the Con- 
stitution as property, and enjoy it. That did not seem to 
be denied to any article of projiert.v excejit slaves. Ac- 
cordingly, the bill contained the provision, that any ques- 
tion in reference to Slavery should be ri-''erred to the court 
of the United States, and the understanding was, that what- 
ever tlie judicial decision should be, it would be .binding 
upon all parties, not only by virtue of the agreement, but 
under the obligation of the '.'itizens to respect the author- 
ity of the legally constituted courts of the country. 

WHAT HE SAID IN 1856. 

It was under these circumstances, while the Territory of 
Kansas was in a state of commotion, and when that ques- 
tion liad not been determined by the courts, that the can- 
vass of 1S56 came on. It became my dut.v, by the re- 
quest of my friends, to visit the States of Ohio. Indiana, 
Michigan and Pennsylvania. In all tliose States I made 
si)eeclic.<. In all those States I uttered the same opinions 
and declared the same principles that I have ever done in 
the commonwealth of Kentucky, and am ready to do again. 
None other ! 

It has been charged that tlie Democratic party of the 
countrv, and particularly of the South, desired to employ 
the Federal (iovernnient for the purpose of propagating 
Slavery and slave legislation in tlie Territories. I denied 
that tlie Democratic parl.v desired to use the Federal Gov- 
ernment for the i)ropagation of Slavery, and I never eon- 
ceded what we believed to he our constitutional right to its 
protection, and what the decision of tlie Supreme Court 
has allowed to be our right, I said— yes ! I did say tliat the 
Democratic party of this country, in its federal aspect, 
was neither a I'ro-Slavcry nor tin Anri-Slavery party, but 
a eonstitutional party, and I repeat it here to-night. (Ap- 
lilause.) I do not believe it is. I do not believe that the 
rederal Government was organized for either purpose, but 
to protect the rights adjudicated by the courts. AU 
these lielong to tli<r States themselves. 

These were the decla'a'ionsthat I made, of which some- 
thing has been heard in all the States. I made tho 
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declai'atlons that I am willing to make before my own 
constituents ; I made the declarations that I am willing 
to stand here and repeat. {Applause ) We had confi- 
dence in our own view of our own rights. Our northern 
friends had their views. It was a paradoxical question, 
and we gave it to the Courts. 

Well, tlie Courts did decide the very question, which 
had been submitted to them, not upon a case from Kan- 
sas, but in another case. Without going into the argu- 
ment, for time does not permit of that, let me give you 
the conclusion. In the opinion of the Court in the case 
of Ured Scott, it is said : 

" Upon these considaralions, It is the opinion of the Court 
that tlie net of Congress whk-.U prohibits a citizen from hoUlng 
ami ovviilug properly of this kind in the Territory of the 
United Stjues, north of tlie line herein mentioned. Is not 
warranted hy the Constitution, and is therefore void ; ahd that 
neiiiier DreJ Scott himself nor any of liis family were made 
free by being carried into this Territory, even if they hart 
bee-n carried there by the owner, with the Intention of becom- 
ing a permanent resident." 

Again : 

" The powers over person and property of which we speak, 
are not only not granted to Congress, but are in express terms 
ilenlHd, and tliey are forbidden to exercise them. And this 
l)roliibitioa Is not confined to the States, but the words are 
giuieral, and extend to the whole territory over which the 
Constitution gives it power to legislate, including those por- 
tions of it rem lining under Territorial government, as well as 
that covered by States. It is a total absence of power every- 
wh'ire within the dominion of the United States, and places 
the cltizrtn of a Territory, so far as those rights are concerned, 
on the s^mc footing wUh citizens of the Slates, and Ru.irds 
them art (irmly and plainly against any Inroads which the 
General CJovernment might attempt, under tlie plea of implied 
or InciJenlal power. And If Congress lUself cannot do this— 
If ll is beyond the powers conferred on the Federal Ciovern- 
ment— il will be admitted, we. presume, that li coulil not 
auihori/.e a Terriiorial government to exercise th>!ni. It 
i;oiii 1 roiifiT r.o power on any local govcrnmcMit, esiablishiMl 
by Us antiiority, to violate ihe pro^Tsions of the ConsiltuiiJii." 

Thus the highest court in the United States settled the 
very question referred to it as the disputed point, not leg- 
islative in its character, on which Congress could not 
agree when the Kansas-Nebraska bill passed. The view 
that we in the Southern Slates took of it was sustained, 
that in the Territories, the common property of the 
Union, pending their Territorial condition. Congress 
itself nor the Territorial Government had the power to 
confiscate any description of property recognized in the 
States of the Union. The Court drew no distinction be- 
tween slaves and other property. It is true some foreign 
philanthropists and some foreign writers du undertake to 
draw this distinction, but these distinctions have nothing 
to do with our system of Government. Our Government 
rests not upon the speculations of pliilanthropic writers, 
but upon the plain understanding of a written constitution 
which determines it, and upon that alone. It is the 
result of positive law ; therefore we are not to look to 
the analogy of the supposed law of nations, but to regard 
the Constitution itself, which is the written exi)resjioii of 
the respective powers of the Government and the rights 
of the Slates. 

C.NFniENDLY LEGISLATIOX. 

Well, that being the case, and iihaving been authorita- 
tively determined by the very tribunal to which it was re- 
ferred tliat Congress had no power to exelaile slave 
property f om tlie Territory, and judiciou.-ly determined 
lliat the Territorial Legislatures, authorities created liy 
Coiigre-s, Had not the power to exclude or conli-icaie 
slave prc)|)erty, I confers tbat I hail not anticipated thai 
the diictriiR'S of uiifriendiy lei;i?ialion would be set up. 
llence, I need not say to you that I do nol believe .n the 
doctrine of unfriendly legislation ; that I do not believe In 
the aiitlioriiy of Territorial Legislatures to do by liidireo 
tiiin what they cannot do directly I repose upon the 
decisi'in of the Sujireiue Court of llie Uniied States, as to 
the point that neitlier Congress nor liiu Territurial Leifis- 
1 ilure has the right to ob^truci or contlsciiie the pniperty 
of any citizen, slaves included, pending the territorial 
comlition. (Apjilause ) 

I ilo not see any escape from that decision, if ym 
admit tliat the question was a Judieial one; if you admit 
ihe decision of liie Supreme Court, and if you stand by 
the decision of the highest Court of the country. 

T!ie Sn|ireiiic Court seerns to have recognized it as the 
duty— as the duty of the Courts of this Union In their pro- 
per sphere to execute this constitutional right, ilms 
adjudicated by the Supreme Court, in the following lan- 
guage. In speaklnir of the acquisition of territory, they 
pronounce it a political ques'tian for Congress to deter- 
iiilm; what territory they acquire and how many. Now 
mark the words of the Court : 



I And whatever the political department of the Government 
shall recognize as wIiImu the limits of tlie United States, tho 
Jnllclal Departmc4it is also bound to recognize, and toad- 
minister in It the laws of the United States, so fiir as ihey aiipl v, 
and to maintain in the territory the authority and rights of ilia 
tJovernmeiit, and also the polUleal riglit and rights of propttriy 
of individual citizens as secured by tlie Constitution. All wo 
mean to say on this point Is, that as there is no express regu- 
lation In the Constitution defl.iing the power whlcli lii'! (innoral 
(joveriimimt m iy exercise avf.r the person or prnperty of a 
citizen in a territory thus acquired, the Court must nei^cssarily 
look to the provisions and principles of the (Constitution auilits 
distribution of powers, for thii rulos and prhiciides b> which 
Us diielsion mast be governed." 

So that in regard to slave property, as in regai d to any 
other property recognized and guarded by the Constitu- 
tion, it is the duty, according to tlie Supreme Court, of all 
the Courts of the country to protect iitid guard it by their 
decision, whenever the question is brought before ihet.i. 
To wliich I will only add this, that the judicial decisions 
in uur favor must be maintained — these judicial decisions 
in our favor must be sustained. (Applause.) 

SLAVE CODE, 

If present remedies are adequate to sustain these de- 
cisions, I would have noiliing more done, I, with many 
other pub'io men in the country, believe they are able 
If tiiey are not — if they cannot be enforced for want of 
the proper legislation to enforce them, sullicient legisla- 
tion must be passed, or our Government is a failure. 
(Applause.) Gentlemen, I see no escape from that cuii- 
elusion. 

At the same time, fellow-citizens, I make no hesitalica 
in saying to_ you that I trust the time will never come— 
I trust the time will never come when it may be deemed 
necessary for the Congress of the United States in any 
firm to interfere with tiiis question in the Territories, So 
far it has been only proilnctive of evil to us, and it would 
portend only evil in the future. At present there is no 
question before Congress. No Southern Uepresentative 
or Senator proposes legislation on that point — no com- 
plaint conies from any territory — there is no evidence 
that the existing laws and decisions of tlie Courts are not 
adequate to ]u'otect every deseription of property recog- 
niz.'d by the several Stales. None whatever. Therefore, 
in iii.v o|iinion, tind I submit it humbly and with defe- 
rence, our true pidicy is not to iiniicipate trouble, but to 
let the matter rest upon the E.secutive, ujion the existing 
laws, and upon the dec.sions of the C mrts. (Applause.) 
1 will aild this : we must never give up the prmcii)le, we 
must never give up the question that has been judiciuusly 
decided, that this cun-titntional right exists. We must 
stand by tliat decision. We must hold to our constitu- 
tional rights, but I would never iiremuturely raise the 
question to distract the coutiny, when tliere is no voice 
calling for it, .North, Kast, South or West. (.Vppiause.) 
I say we must hold to the priiicijile — we must >t:iiid by it. 
We stand in a good position. We have tlie i;.\ecutivc, 
We have the laws, we have the Oeclslons of the Courts, and 
tiiat is a great advance from where we stood l>-li years 
ago. 

I am glad — although we did imt succeed as we desired 
in Kansas — I am glail tliat the territorial question is 
nearly fought out. It is nearly louglit out. I know of 
no existing Territory where this ques. ion can arise. As 
to the teri itory south of the bne, where Mave labor is 
really prolitalile. I have not ii doubt but tiitit the climate 
and interest, and the proximity of slaveholders, and the 
Conslitutioii and law., tin. I tiie decision of the Court, 
will sustain ami protect ns therein tiie full eiiji'.ynient of 
our rigfiis, and in making S>ntlierii territory out of 
Southern soil. While I would not give up the prinL'iple, 
I never have believed, and I do not believe now, in the 
possibility of Slavery plaoiing itself in a territory agiintt 
the di'lermine-l oppo.-itioii of tiie inliatiitaiils, any more 
than I believe the institution of Slavery could coiilinue in 
vxistem-e in Kentucky lor three ye^rs against the de-ire 
of the voters of the Coiiiinonwealth, even with tlie cou- 
slilntiiintil resiictions that are here turown arouinl it. 

Still. I Would save the question and the priiicipie, anil 
never let go the coiisUtiiti..nal right, because our protec- 
tion in tiie Union consists in !i strict adiiereiice to the 
provisions of tut- Constitution. Wlien we allow an infrac- 
tion of liie Cotisiitnlion on iiiiy niie point, we lose uur 
claim to the oOservaiici.' of the whole. Wo should insist 
to the last tiiai the C iiisiitntioii of tlie country shall bo 
sustained in every particular. ^A voice — '• Good.") 

TlIK I'KlllI. Ol' TIIK COU.NTIIY. 

Fellow-ritiZ'jils, if ymi will allow nie, I will offer yuu 
some olH.'rvatioiis upon another a-.pect. of public affairs. 
Weluve licMi liilUiiig of things that concern us no mora 
than lliey concern others, but we have questions to deter- 
mine thai CO. lie nearer home— questions that come to our 
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firesides. According to my humble judgment, the con- 
dilion of our country was never 8o perilous as it is at 
tliis hour ; and if tilings go drifting on as tliey have of 
late, we shall have to determine questions of far nearer 
vitality tlian the territorial question. 

1 hope I do not speak in the spirit of an alarmist or a 
demagogue, but since I have been acquainted with public 
affairs (iind tiieii older and wisef than myself say the 
same thing) tliere never was a time when the interests of 
tliis Union were in so much peril, and wlien the feelings of 
our people were so much alienated as at this hour. 
Certaiidy if the aspect of aOairs at Washington is in the 
slightest degree indicative of the feeling elsewhere, that 
remark is truth. 

ITS CAUSE. 

Fellow-citizens, the danger arises, in the opinion of 
our wisest and best men, from the character and purpose 
and aim of an organization iu the country called the lie- 
publican party. 

I do not think we fully realize what are the objects, 
purposes and aims of the Itepublican party, what it 
intends, and wliat would be the consequences to us of 
their success and dutnliiion in the United States. If you 
will allow me, therefore, I have gathered togethei three 
or four facts— mere expressions — mere illustrations or 
examples, from many tliousands of kindred characters, 
for the purpose of showing what its olijecls are— to show 
what we may expect to follow their success. 

Ills VIKWS OF REPUBLICANISM. 

First is their platform, made three years ago, but 
l)eyon<l which they have far advanced. Like all apgres- 
Bive organizations, the rear rank of the Republican 
party marches up and comes upon the ground that the 
advanced guard occupied months before, while the ad- 
vanced guard is going ahead. The Kepublicans are far 
in advance of their piaiforiu, but we have there enough 
to put us on our guard. 

Wliat are our ri^'lits ? Have we not a right to have our 
fugitives returned ? If tht-re is a plainer provision than 
that in the instrument, what is it? Have we not a right 
to live iu jieace in this Union? What wis the Constitu- 
tion forui-.-d for? When the Cotistituiioi. was made, was 
It not made by brethren ? Was it not made thai this 
political organization should be carried o.i in peace and 
hurnidny ? Have we not a right to ilemand of our sister 
Slates, that we ni-ty live together in jieace with our 
respeciive State ini,litulions, wiili our whole domestic 
policy? And is it not a gross violation of the Consiitu- 
lion not to aliow us to live in peace, as to refuse to return 
our fugitives from labor thai have escaped into other 
Slates? Do they iiiiend to do it? No, ihey do nut. 
Tiiey begin by declaring tlie Declaration iit Indi-peiidence 
la a rule of our political action. Here is the dec'aration 
of the Uepublican platform, adopted three years ago, 
beyond which they have now far advanced : 

" Bmtlvril, That w!;h our Itopublicau fathers we hold It to 
bea sell'-eviili'ul truih that all lUi'U are I'H.lovved w iili ilic> iu- 
alienabU' ri^lit of lil'ii, lliiuriy and tlU! pursuit of liappijicss, 
and thai tin" primary ol)ji!Claiicl ulierlor di-siKn of our ^^•dl^l■al 
tioverimiHiii wi-re to secure these rigiits to all pitrsons under 
Us exchisivit jurisdiction ; that as our KitptiuliLMU f.i Ikts, 
wliea ihi-y had abolished Slavi-ry iu all our iiadoii.il tci rl ory, 
ordained that no p<!rsoa should l>e Uiiprived of hie, l.biTiy and 
properly, witliout due process of law, it lieconii'S our dii^y to 
maiiiiulii this iinn ision of the Oonsiiiii:ioii ai:anisi all atii'uipls 
to violiUc. it fur ihi! purpose of esUiblisliiiiy .--l nvry in tin: Ter- 
rilorii'S of till! Uiiiled Stales by jiosiuve K-gislalion, proiubiliog 
lia exislenco or rxtensioa theriiio. 

This is a positive jdedge, that as soon as that party 
obtains power, it will recognize the equality of the negro 
with the white man. Its object will be to give hitu those 
rights to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. To 
inaintain that equality what follows ? Everybody knows 
that when they obtain the power in the District of Co- 
lumbia, they will abolish Slave.y there ; when they ob- 
tain the power, they will undertake to abolish it in the 
fo'rtjt, arsenals, and dock-yards of the United States 
throughout the South ; they will undertake to abolish the 
internal slave-trade. Already ihey declare that not 
another Slave State shall be admitted into the Union, 
and thc.v will go beyond that. How can we expect to 
live in peace and harmony, when declarations of this 
sort are uttered : 

" U'niii fil, Thai ih'! ConsiiiiiMon ronfi-rs upon (Nmgrops 
novi-riMgu [Miwrriivi'r lln; ^^rl•illlrll^s of ilie L'liiti'd Slates for 
tidr gin rniin;'iit, and ilial. in the cxcn lse of t.i.s power, it is 
I'oili tin ri;!lit and the impcraiivn iluiy of tloiiu'ri'ss, to prohibit 
hi ilu; TiMTiiorits thusi; twin relics of barbarism— polygamy 
and ^lav^■.ly." 

Is that in the spirit of our revolutionary ancestors? 
Is it in the spirit of our revolutionary ancestors for a 
great and growing party, that now claims, and perhaps 



have, dominance in the Northern States of the Union, iA 
say of an institution of their Southern relatives they are 
harboring a relic of barbarism? That shows you, fellow- 
citizens, their indomitable purpose, their deep-seated 
hate. I am sorry that it exists, but it is true. How can 
you expect a great political organization that obtains 
power, to fail to exercise that power when in its opinion 
this Union is stained or defiled as to one-half, perhaps, 
of its inhabitants, by a relic of barbarism, which it class- 
es with the crime of polygamy. 

SEWARD QUOTED. * 

This is not all. I could have brought here the declar- 
ations of its representative and leading men from all 
parts of the Northern States, going infinitely further than 
is contained there. Allow me, however, to read one or 
two of the most striking from the most eminent of their 
leaders. I beg you, fellow-citizens, though they may be 
familiar, not to weary with a few extracts, for these ut- 
terances are the rallying cry of millions of men. I hold 
in my hand a speech delivered by a Senator of the State 
of New-York, who is to-day the most influential public 
man in this Union, on whose words millions hong, and 
by whose direction millions move. Is this the Constitu- 
tion and Union that our fathers founded ? 

Last year, in a speech delivered at Rochester, that 
gentleman uttered the following language : 

" Our country Is a theatre wldch exhibits, in full operation, 
two radically dilfi-renl political systems ; the one rrsliag ou 
the basis of servile or slave labor, the olher ou the basis of 
voluntary labor of freemen. 

" The two systems are at once perceived to be Incongruous. 
But they are more than incongruous. They are incompat- 
ible. They never have permanenily existed together In one 
country, and they never can. 

" HUherto the two .systems have existed in different States, 
but side by side within the American Union. This has hap- 
pened because the Union is a confederation of Stales, liut on 
another aspect the United Slates constitute only one nation. 
Increase of population which is filling the States out to their 
very borders, togcllier wiih a new and extended net-work of 
railroads and oiher avenues, and an internal commerce which 
daily becomes more intimate, is rapidly liruiyiug the States 
iiilo'a higher and more perfi^ct social unity or i.onsolidalion. 
Tims Ihi'se aulagotiistic systems are conslitulionally coiulug 
into close coniacl and collision results." 

Yes, " collision ensues," and his prophecy was ful- 
filled in less than twelve months after it was made. 

" Shall I tell you what this collision means ? It is an Irre- 
pressible cnnllicl between opposing and enduring forces ; and 
it means that the United Stall's must and will, sooner or later, 
become entirely a slaveholdiug nation, or entirely a free-labor 
nation. Either the cotton and rice fields of SouUi Carolina, 
and the sugar plantations of Louisiana will ultimately be tilled 
by free labor, and Oliarleston and New-Orleans become marts 
fur legitiraale merchandise alone ; or else the rye-fields and 
wheai-lields of .Massachusetts and New-Tork must again be 
surrendered by their farmers to slave culture, and to the pro- 
duction of slaves, and lloston and New-York become once 
morn markets for trade in the bodies and souls of men. It Is 
the failure to apprehend tills great truth that induces so many 
unsuccessful attemixs at final compromise between the Slave 
and I'ree Slates, and it is the existence of this great fad that 
renders all such pretended compromises, when made, vam 
and ephemeral." 

These things would have no consequence if they were 
the individual opinions of their author, but they are the 
opinions of a large and formidable and growing party in 
this Union ; of a party that now claims a majority in the 
llouse of Representatives, and which looks, at no very 
distant day, to have a majority in the Senate. I ask 
you if that was the Union formed by our fathers ? Did 
they anticipate such a political party would a ise to de- 
clare that there " is an irrepressible conllici between op- 
posing and enduring forces " in tlse United .•'lates? 

It is not my purpose to characterize or stigmatize this 
doctrine now, but to set forth what we are to expect and 
what we are to meet. 

At a later period, in the Senate of the United States, 
that same distinguished Senator uttered the following 
language, (I well remember the occasion and the 
speech :) 

" A free Republican (Jov-rnmonl like this, noUvith='an'ling 
all ils coasiituiioiial elirrks, caunoi long resist and cuiiiilcraci 
ilie progrrss of society." 

They don't expect the provisions of the Constitution 
and its checks to prevent them from taking their onward 
progress Indeed, they liave a facility of construing 
that instrument, which makes it as dust in the balance. 
They construe it to authorize them not to return fugitive 
slaves ; to authorize them to make a war upon one half 
of the nation. There is no provision of the Constitution 
which has stood in their wiiy tis to any right of oura 
that we have claimed upon this great question. Not 
only did he announce iu the Senate of the United States, 
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that constitutional checks cannot stand for any time 
against the progress of Northern opinion, but, 

"Free labor," says Mr. Seward, "has at lust apprehended 
its rights aud Us Uesiuiy, and is organizing iisult' to u:ssuiue the 
goveruiueut of tlie Kepublie. Ii will huiiuut'orth iimei you 
boldly and resolutely here (Washiiigloii ;) it will meet you 
everywhere, iu ilie 'I'eriiiories and oui of ih>':ia, wherever you 
may go to extend tilavery. It has driven you bacli in Oalil'ur- 
ula aud iu Kansas ; it will invade you soun in Delaware, 
Marylaud, Virginia, Missouri aud Texas. It will meet you iii 
Arizona, iu Central America, aud eveu iu Culja." 

Not content with coafiaing it to the Territories, he 
adds: • 

"You may, indeed, get a start under or near the tropics, 
and seem safe for a lime, but it will be ouly a stiort uiue, 
Even there you will found States only for free labor to tu<iiu- 
tain and oecupy. The interest of tlie white race demands the 
ultimate emancipation of all men. Whether that consumnia- 
Uon shall be allowed to uike elfeei, with needful and wise pre- 
cautious against sudden change and disaster, or be tiurrieii on 
by violence, is all that remains for you to decide, 'llie while 
man ueeds this coutiueut to labor upon. Ills head is clear, his 
arm is strong, and his necessirics arc fixed. It is for your- 
selves and not for us to decide how long and through what 
further mortilicaiiiins and disasters the coutesi sliail oe pro- 
iracied, before IVecdom shall enjoy her already asaiired 
iriuiuph ! Veil may refuse to yield it uuw, and tor a shun 
periou, but your naiisal will only aidmate ihe friends of tree- 
doin wlih tlie courage and Uie resolution, and produce the 
uuion among them, wliicli alone are necessary on their part, 
to attain the position iiself, simultaneously with the impending 
overilirow of ilie exciting federal Adiiunistraiioii, and ilie 
Co.isiiuiiloii of ;t ncwand more indepeudenlCougress,"— aud 
itiey ihuik th.^y have that Congress. 

I tell you again, fellow-citizens, this is not the opinion 
of Jlr. SkWAKU alone. It is Mr. Skwaud and, with one 
or two exceptions, the ottier Republican Senators in tlie 
Senate of tiic United States, and nine-tenths of the 
Kepublican members of the House of Ilepresentalives. 
Could ibat language have been uttered with impunity or 
been sustained at.the epoch of 1779, when the Constitu- 
tion was formed '! Uid not the Constitution languish and 
B.op judt because tliere was some ciuestion about insert- 
ing these checlis about tlie institution of tlie Southern 
States ? 'Were they not put into the Constitution by the 
great men who formed it, and are not all the citizens of 
all the States bound to respect the relations that exist 
between them, and to give tlie Southern States peace in 
tliis Union ? llow do you receive tlie declaration that 
there is an irrepressible conflict waging— that there shall 
be no peace ? There is no use attempting to turf over 
the volcano, there is no use crying peace wlien there is 
no peace. It is tlie avowed purpose of tlie itepuhUcan 
party to agitate, agitate ; to overturn the Constitution 
itself, until they succeed not only in drawing a cordon 
around >ou, and shutting you within your present limits, 
but to put you in a position where you were about, for 
peace stiiie, to emancipate year slaves. 

Well might we say, as wiis once said in France, 
" Oh, Constitution ! what crimes are committed in tiiy 
eacred name !" 

iielpkr's crisis. 

But, gentlemen, I hold in my hand another hook, 
which is of no consequence as the opinions of its indivi- 
dual author, but is of consequence as indorsed by the 
distinguished gentleman from whose productions 1 have 
read, and as indorsed also by sixty-eight or nine Uepuh- 
licaiis of the House of Uepresentatives, who represent a 
constituency of seven millions of people. This, then, 
may be considered as the dechiration of near seven 
millions of men. What is it? It is a book called the 
"Impending Crisis of the South," by a person called 
Helper, who professes to be a North Carolinian. Whether 
he is or not 1 am unable to say. (I will read very little, 
gentlemen.) In this book, thus indorsed by nearly 
seventy members of the House of Uepresentatives, 
representing nearly seven millions of the people, this 
gentinient is declared : 

The slaveholding oligarchy say we cannot aboUsIi 
Slavery without infringing on the right of property. 
Again we tell them we do not recognize property in 
men. 

But the Constitution does; the bond of our Union 
does, and the Supreme Court of the Unitetl States has 
decided thtit it does. Our fathers so considered it. It 
has been so admitted all the time, until the apostles of 
the new doctrine spoke. At another point lie says : 

For the services of the blacks from the yOth of August, 
16-20, up to the 4th of July, 13GU— an interval of precisely 
two liundre<l and forty-eight years, ten months and 
fourteen days— their masters, if unwilling, ought, in our 
judgment, to be compelled to grant them their freedom, 
and to piiy each and every one of them at leiisl sixty 
dollars ct'-sli in hand. 

Ue goes on to remark that it would only take two 



crops of cotton, and a trifle over, to do it. That was 
indorsed, I tell you again, by sixty-eight or sixty-nine 
members of the House of Uepresentatives, and the very 
gentleman who they are running for Speaker of that 
body indorsed it. It is true, his friends say that he 
indorsed it vvithout having read it. Admit tliat to bo 
true, he lias again and again, when called upon, refused 
to disavow those sentiments, hence the excuse is paltry. 

HARPEU'S TERUY. 

That is the condition of affairs, and that is the con- 
dition of the Kepublican organization of this country, 
if any reliance is to be placed in their record, in their 
declarations, in their public attitude, in tiie attitude 
which they deliantly assume bofoie the country. Their 
purpose is to make war, eternal war, upon the institu- 
tions of one half of the States of the Union. Gradually 
we approach the crisis until at last is not the legitimate 
result of the irrepressible conllict of which they speak, 
of the crime of which they s.iy we are guilty, to put 
down these relics of barbarism? The ignorant and 
fanatical tlirow uif the obligations of the Constitution 
and invade by violence the Soutliern States of the 
Union, and although 1 am far from holding the Kepub- 
lican party of the No.-tli, or any large portion of tliera, 
responsible for the late atrocious proceedings in Vir- 
giniii, 1 do siiy that that proceeding was the carrying 
out of tlie logical result of their teachings— carrying it 
into execution. How did tliey receive it? Why gentle- 
men, the conservative portion of the Nortli abhors if, 
but, in tlie Sentite and House, in the great body of their 
public press, what do they say of it? That they regret 
it — tliey deplore it — tliey eveu condemn it— ttiey say, 
because it was against law, and they stand for law. 
These are the honeyed and qualilied plirases with which 
they characterise the most atrocious act of treason, 
rapine, and murder combined, tliat was ever known in 
the Kepublic, aud then, as ttiuugli afraid of what tliey 
have said, they immediately go on to eulogize the man 
and his luuUves, much us they regret tliu act. 

A VOLLEY OP COMPLAINKSGS. 

Gentlemen, have we no complaints in other respects ? 
Are laws passed for the purpose of punisliing those who 
make inroads into the border States ami rob us of our 
properly ? Sujipose a Kentuckian should go into the 
State of Ohio and iol> a citizen of that state, does any 
one doubt tliat we would jiass a law to punish him and 
to prevent tlie recurrence of the outrage? So lar from 
this being tlicir course, tlicy are encouraged, and we are 
subject to constant secret predatory incursions by which 
I we lose annually hundreds of tliousatids of dollars, 
these people availing themselves of the bond of amity 
between us, to perpetrate the outrage. 

That is not all ! About one liuif of the Xorthern 
States have pa.ssed laws and made it a criminal aud 
penal oll'ence for their citizens to give any assistance in 
the rendition of fugitive slaves. Jlassiichuselts hius 
passed laws closing iier Jails to us, and making it a pen.il 
olfenceto itid in tlie enforcement of tlie l''iigitive .■•lave 
law, or to appear as council to try sucli a ca.->e, thus 
nullifying tlie laws of Congress, and of tlie United 
States, distinctly, and some seven or eight Slates have 
passed similar laws refusing all remedy and making it 
penal iu their citizens to obey the behests of the Consti- 
tution. 

I have not uttered these things for tlie purpose of 
arousing any spirit of di.«loynlty to the Coiistliution and 
the Union. I hope I love tliein as reverently as any man 
within the sound of my voice, but let us look and see the 
facts as they are. W lint may be set down ha the un- 
questioned purpose of this organization? It is avowed 
tliat it is to exclude all and any slave Slates from the 
Union hereafter. It is to give us no fugitive .slave law, 
UeclHrliig that the States under the C(iiu><titiition innst 
provide for that, ami then to give no remedy in the 
Stales ; it is to pass no laws for the purpose of prevent- 
ing the robbery of our properly but, on the contrary. 
In many States to make it penal to enforce tlie law. It 
is to abolish Slavery in the District of Colninii.a; 10 
ab(ili.^h the internal slave-trade and thecoaslwine sl.ive- 
trade, and then to agitate and agitate, giving us no 
peace as long as we letnai tliiS * relic ol barbarism" 
and cruiie, n.s they call it. 

This is the purpose. Are you ready for it? Are you 
ready to say »ve will make no stand in any form fo.' 
your Consthutional rights? I think you arenoi! Yet 
that U the present condition of alfa.rs— but what are we 
to do ? 

PR,\C1IC.\L KK.\IKIIIi:S. 

I know they will coiis.der the coiiieqiienccs, and cftro- 
fully consider the consequences of any seriuik ccdhsioiU 
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In this Union. I know we duly appreciate the position I 
of our own State, not only a borUer State, but an in- j 
terior border State having no ocean outlet. I know that 
we have read history to some purpose, and that we have 
seen what have been the consequences of the disruption 
of amicable relations between tliose who have banded 
tlieuiselves togetlier as a confederation of States. \>'e 
need but go back and see tlie consequence upon the 
(jirceks wiieu they carried on the Peloponnesian war, 
until at last e.xliausted, they fell into tlie lap of des- 
potism The same fate might meet us. What would be 
our condition? AVar! War! Inevitable war, in all 
huinan probability, would be our position, and then in 
iiiue we miglit be driven into degrading alliances with 
fo.eigii powers — the most degrading position for Ameri- 
can cilizens. 

'i'lieu the spectacle would be presented of America fall- 
inji bacl> under tlie control of Kurope, and American lib- 
erty sinliiug down under European despotism. Besides 
tliis, could we ever hope that a fairer state of tilings would 
arise ? Could we ever Iiope that I'rovidence itself would 
ever exercise its omnipotent power to create a State, or 
Union of States, under more favorable auspices tliaa in 
Uiese ? Would it not be worse than impiety itself, to pre- 
sume tliat the Almighty would ever attempt to sustain a 
confederation of i'ree States under circumstances more 
briglit or favoralde tlian in our system '! 1 know that tlie 
State of Kentucky is devoted to the Union, not only be- 
cause of her interests, but from that feeling of all'ection 
and of loyalty, and tliat sentiment of love that have 
always marked her people from the earliest period of her 
history. I do not believe there is a man under the sound 
of my voice wliu would not view as tlie last, tlie greatest 
of all evil<, tlie wreck of tlie Union. 1 do not believe 
tliere is tiie man in tlie State tliat would compete to enjoy 
tlie iiiglie.st honors within tlie Slate, purchased at such a 
price. 

WHAT IS TO BE DONE. 

At the Slime time steps must be taken, something must 
be done. 1 do not believe that if tlie Constitution is al- 
lowed to remahi permanently violated in its hnportant pro- 
visions, we can have hope under it. None wliatever ! 
BroKeu in one particular, it will soon fall to pieces in all. 
1 recollect when 1 was a boy, to have read that great 
speech of Demostlienes, for the crown, where the real 
question at issue was tlie charge tliat he was the autlior 
of Uie public misfortunes, because he hail advised the 
Greeks to make a last stand for their country, against 
I'hilip of JIacedon. lie was arraigned, and on trial and 
in his great defence, he says : '* Wliat, though we did fail? 
We did our duty. We resjionded in tlie temper and char- 
acter of our forefatheis." Tlie result is such as God gives 
to each; and even those degenerate Greeks ac(iuitted 
him, and crowned the world's great orator as a benefac- 
tor ; debased as tliey were in national character, they did 
this, and from that day have never known or read of the 
success of liiui who would be deterred from the assertion 
of fundamental rights for fear of oUence. 

Gentlemen, the condhion of alfairs existing here, and 
existing generally, 1 am happy to say, throughout the 
CommonweaUli of Kentucky, is not a fair indication of the 
feeling in many parts of the Union. 1 have seen the evi 
dence jrruwing within a few years, and culminating during 
the last few weeks, of a determhied puipose in the South 
to attain and maintain the coiiii»lete power in Union, and 
I have seen, upon the other hand, in the representatives 
of the lower Soutliern States, a most resolute and deter- 
mined_ spirit of re;;istaiice. The representatives from 
Georgia — from Alabama — from South Carolina — from Mis- 
sissiji])!, not to sjieak of other Southern States, say that 
they represent tlieir constituents— nay, say that they do 
not go so far as their constituents, and they declare that 
they are ready at any moment for a separate organization. 
God forbid tliat such a thing should take place. God 
forbid the overt act shouid ever be done ; but we know 
enough of our political iiistitiitions, that when once done 
tile subject becomes involved in inexj)licable distress. If 
one were to fiill upon Washington and see the state of 
feeling there, he would think tiiat the President of yimr 
country was the Kxecutive of two hostile countries. 'The 
feeling of alienation seems to be ahnost complete from the 
expression of the public press and i)ulilic men. (I mean 
not your iiillammatory, furious sjieakers, but men of 
thought and rellection.) They are alarmed, other men are 
alarmed, we all are alarmed. It is not a craven fear, but 
it is the ennobled lear that patriots feel for an imiieriUed 
country. !<up))o.-'i' tills should occur — do you not remem- 
ber, in IS'J'J when South Carolina arrayed herself against 
the I'ederal (iovernaient, upon a mere question of policy 
connected with the collectioa of taxes, that it did sliake 
the Union to its centre. Such is the nature of our system, 
Uial it did ::liali.e the Union to the very centre. What were 



the circumstances then ? Andrew Jackson was President 
ol the United States, and he was a native of South Caro- 
lina; the question was a mere question of policy ; few of 
the other States sympathized with the movement of that 
little State. Henry Clay was alive, and Calhoun was ready 
to give the benefit of his influence to peace and harmony, 
and yet that little question, when Jackson, a native son of 
that State, was President, and Clay and Calhoun were in 
the Senate, brought on a struggle that shook this Union to 
its centre, and imperilled it in the estunation of tlie wisest 
and best of men. Look at it as it may be, with disaffection, 
spread all over the South, with a very dillerent state of 
feelings in the North to what existed then, with Clay dead, 
and Calhoun dead, and none to take their places, with 
such a man as Seward, not only not native, but hostile to 
the South, in the Chair of State. Cannot a child read the 
result? Cannot we see that one State falling away, our 
Union will be like an arch with two or three siones dropped 
out, the whole fabric may fall in jiieces. 

These are facts which it becomes the people of Ken- 
tucky, with all their loyalty to the Union, to observe, to 
know, to see, to think of, and then to act upon, with the 
dignity and moderation which marks and so well becomes 
them. 

But, gentlemen, what is the mode that occurs to any man 
—because no man, I take it, in Kentucky, will back ou 
this subject, except as a friend of the Union of the States 
— what is the mode ? 1 see none, except it be the union 
of all the conservative elements of the country, Korth and 
South. The South must tirsl be united, and 1 am sure she 
will, for 1 take it there is not a citizen of Kentucky that 
would associate, himself with an crgaiibationwhoue march 
to triumph would be over the ruins of our riglits. 

Mf:XD OOIl MANNKlia DOWN SOUTH. 
Ought we not first to put ourselves right in Court ? 
Some little there is to complain of us. 1 say to j ou, in 
my opinion, those who appeal to ilie Constitution and 
the laws should obey the Constitution and the laws. I 
would have the South, if I might ventuie, as one of her 
humblest but truest sons, to advise her to obey the laws 
of our country. (Applause.) I would have tlie South 
first obey the laws of the Union which proh.bit the for- 
eign slave-trade. (Applause.) That is the law of the 
land. It rests not with us to complain of the violation 
of law by others, when in a portion of our Siates tlie citi- 
zens violate the laws themselves. Let us fiowu down 
any attempt to violate those laws upon the part of our 
States. Let us do more. Let us do more, by preventing 
the fitting out of filibustering expeditions upon our 
shores, to invade feeble sister countries. That is the law, 
and we live by the Constitution and the law, and let us 
obey it, and whatever expansion of territory we make, 
let us make it in a manner becoming the dignity of this 
glorious Confederacy under our own flag. Then let ua 
call to our aid the pure elements of conservatism and 
truth that we can find in the northern States. What are 
they ? 1 did not intend to introduce any party question 
to-night, but the largest organization 1 see is the Uemo- 
cratiu Party of the Morth. As a historical fact, it is un- 
disputed ; as a current fact of the day, it is undisputed, 
that you do not find these declarations of hostility Issu- 
ing from the Northern Democracy ; you do not find these 
attempts to overturn the laws coming f;om Democratic 
sources ; you do not find these denunciations of you and 
your institutions coining from Uemocraiic lips and Demo- 
cratic Presses. On the contrary, you find them at 
home, and in most cases in the minority, sustaining with 
unfaltering courage your rights and iusiitutioiis, at odds 
and risks iliat you little think of. 

1 want them all. We need them all. We need every 
Southern State, and every honest man everywhere not 
willing to enter into the crusade against us. 

There is another element North, not large but noble 
and true. They are the scattered and wandering cohorts 
of the old Whig party, who have refused to alloy them- 
selves with the llepublicans of the Nunh — lueu of whom 
KvKiibTT and Cilo.iTK and others are illustrious examples. 
There are thousands of them in the Northern States. 
When this great crisis comes upon us, 1 have confidence 
that men like these will be found to unite with the Demo- 
' cratie party in maintaining the laws and the Constitution. 
These are the elements upon which we are to rely. 
When you get them together, let us see if there cannot 
be a general revolt of the intelligence, virtue, and loyal- 
ty of the couiilry, against these pernicious jdiii.i, and if 
not, let us see how far these pernicious i'siim control so- 
cieiy. 

lie-ides tliese, tiiere are many thousands of men in the 
Nortliern Stales who, silent, are not heard in the midst of 
the clamor thai surrounds them—men wlio seldom atteinl the 
pulls. Let us hope that that feeling will be hi our l.ivor. 
Peliow-uitizeus, I have uttered these things because i 
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believe we are Btanding tO'Jay not In the presence of 
spectres and shadows, but in the presence of terrible reali- 
ties. There is a mode by which we can have peace — a 
permanent peace — and that is by an utter and absolute 
surrender of all our rights upon the subject to which I have 
referred, at the call of this llepublican Party. If we do 
not make this surrender, we will have no peace until the 
Kepublican Party is destroyed, which can only be done by 
producing a reaction upon the public mind of the North. 
As it is, without our being aware of it, things are getting 
worse every day. I had almost intended to say, tliat we 
were absolutely dissolving^ month by month, and year by 
year. I see no mode— wiser men than I see no mode to 
avoid this, except to produce a reaction in the public mind, 
and to" bring up sharply, in some form, the question, Can 
we not. North and South, live in peace with our several 
State institutions, after ihe manner of our fathers? i'or 
myself, I yet believe in, and I have an abounding hope of, 
the ultimate destiny of our common country. I believe a 
reaction will take place ; and I believe that out of this com- 
motion is destined to come for us an era of tranquillity 
and peace. Of this I am quite certain, that this Common- 
wealth of Kentucky will pursue a course answerable to her 



character and liistory ; she will stand by the union oi , . 
States as long as there is a thread of the Constitution to 
hold it together. AVe know that if madness, and folly, and 
fanaticism shall succeed in tearing down the fairest fabric 
ever erected to liberty among men — we know that our 
honored State will conduct herself with so much modera- 
tion find prudence that she shall stand justlQed for her 
acts before men and in the eye of Heaven, 

Fellow-citizens, I do not propose to detain you by more 
extended observations. I have trespassed too far upon 
yout time already. I think, if you will allow me to say so, 
that I know something of the temper, and spirit, and inte- 
rest of this people ; and, as far as my humble abilities ex- 
tend, I propose, in the .•••phere to which you have devoted 
me, to serve you with all the fidelity of a grateful heart. 
At all times, and under all circumstances, 1 owe iiiy alle- 
giance to the State, and I am ready, and willing, and anx- 
ious to devote whatever faculties of mind and body I pos- 
sess to serve you, and to serve you with the uncalculating 
devotion of a man who loves the green mountains and 
smiling plains, the clear running streams and the generous 
people of the State, and with one who loves all her infirmi- 
ties with the affection of a son. 
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Mr, Pjiesidest, Ladirs and Gentlemen: I appear 
before you to-night, at the request of the grand jury in 
attendance upon tlie United States Court, for the pur- 
pose of submitting my views upon certain topics upon 
which they have expressed a desire to hear my opinion. 
It was not my purpose when I arrived among you, to 
have engaged in any public or political discussion ; but 
when called upon by a body of gentlemen so intelligent 
and respectal)le, coming from all i)arts of the State, and 
connected with tlie administration of public justice, 1 do 
not feel at lilierty to .vithhold a full and frank expres- 
sion of my opinion upon tlie subjects to which they have 
referred, and which now engrosses so large a share of 
the public attention. 

The i)oints wliich I am requested to dlsci'ss are : 

1st, Tlie pre.seiit condition and prospects ol Kiinsas. 

ad. Tlie principles affirmed by the Supreme Court of 
the United ttales in tlie llied Scott case. 

3d. The condition of things in Utah, and the appropri- 
ate remedies for existing evils. 

KANSAS, 

Of the Kansas ques'ion but little need be said at the 
present time. Vou are familiar with the history of the 
question, and my connection with it. Subsequent re- 
flection has strengthened and confirmed my convictions 
in the soundness of the principles and the correctness of 
the course I have felt it my duty to pursue upon that 
subject. Kansas is about to speak for he.self through 
her delegates assembled in Convention to form a Consti- 
tution, preparatory to her admission into the Union on 
an equal footing with the original States. I'eace and 
prosperity now prevail throughout her borders. The 
law under wliicli her delegates are about to be elected, 
is beUeved to be j ist and fair in all its olijects and pro- 
visions. There is every reason to hope and believe that 
the law will be fairly interpreted and impartially exe- 
cuted, so as t'l insure to every bona Ji'le inhabitant the 
free and quiet exercise of the elective franchise. If any 
portion of .h-j inhabitants, acting under the advice of 
political leadcrj in distant States, shall choose to absent 
themselves from tiie polls, and withhold their vote.s, with 
a view of leavMigthe Free State Democrats in a minority, 
and thus securing a l'ro-.Slavery Constitution in opposi- 
tion to the wisues of a iiiiijority of the peop;e living 
under it, let tli.; i-e.-poiisiliility rest on those who, for 
partisan jiuiposcs, will sac.ificethe principles they pro- 
fess to cheii.sh and pinmoie. Upon them, and upon the 
political party f.ir wliose Leuefit and under the direction 



of whose leaders they act, let the blame be visited ji 
fastening upon the people of a new State, institutions 
repugnant to their feelings and in violation of their 
wishes. The organic act secures to the people of Kansas 
the sole and exclusive right of forming and regulating 
their domestic institutions to suit themselves, subject to 
no other limitation than that which the Constitution of 
the United States imposes. The Democratic party is 
determined to see the great fundamental principles of 
the organic act carried out in good faith. The present 
election law in Kansas is acknowledged to be fair and 
just— the rights of tlie vi^tcrs are clearly defined— and 
the exercise of those rights will be efficiently add scru- 
pulously protected. Hence, if the majority of the 
people of Kansas desire to have it a Free State (and we 
are told by the llepulil.can party that niue-tentlis of the 
people of that Territory are Free State iiient, there is no 
obstacle in the way of biinging Kansas into the Union 
as a Fi-ee State, by the votes and voice of her own peo- 
ple, and in confonuity with the principles of the Kansas- 
Nebraska act; provided all the Free State men will go 
to \he polls, an<l vote their principles in accordance wiih 
their'professions. If such is not the result let the conse- 
quences be visited upon the heads of those whose policy 
it is to produce strife, anarchy and bloodshed in Kansas, 
that iheir party may profit by Slavery agitation in the 
Northern States of this Union. That the Democrats in 
Kansas will perform their duty fearlessly and nobly, 
according to the principle they cherish, I have no doubt, 
and that the result of the struggle will be such as will 
gladden the heart and strengthen the hopes of every 
li'iend of the Union, I have entire confidence. 

The Kansas q lesiioii being settled peacefully and satis- 
factorily, in acuordance with the wishes of her own people, 
Slavery agitation should be bani.ilied from the halls of 
Congress, and cease to be an exciting element in our 
politiciil struggles. Give fair play to that principle of 
self-government which recognizes ilie riglu of tlie people 
of each State and Territory, to form and regulate Iheir 
own domestic inslituiioiis, and sectional strife will he 
forced to give place to that fraternal feeling which 
animated the fatliers of the Uevoluiion, and made every 
citizen of every State of ih' : glorious confederacy a uiem- 
lifcr of a common brotliei liood. 

That we are steadily and rapidly approaching thatre- 
jiilt, I cannot doubt, lor the Slavery i.-sue has already 
dwindled down to the narrow limiis covered by the 
decHiuns of the Supreme Court of ilie United ttates in the 
Dred Scott case. The moment that decision was pro- 
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nounced, and before the opinions of the Court could be 
publijiied and read by tlie people, tlie newspaper press in 
tlie inteiest of a powerful poliiical party in this country, 
began to pour forth torrents of abuse and misrepresenta- 
tions, not only upon the decision, but upon the character 
and motives of the venerable Chief Justice and his illus- 
triuns associates on the bench. The character of Chief 
Justice Taney and the associate Judges who concurred 
with him, require no eulogy— no vindication from n.e. 
They are endeared to the people of the United States by 
their eminent public services— venerated for their great 
learning, wisdom and experience — and beloved for tlie 
spotless purity of their characters and their exemplary 
lives. Tlie poisonous shafts of partisan malice will fall 
harmless at iheir feet, while their judicial decisions will 
stand iirall future time, a proud monument to their great- 
ness, the admiration of the good and wise, and a rebuke 
to the piirtisana of faction and lawless violence. If, 
uuforiunalely, any considerable portion of the people of 
the United JSiatea shall so far forget their obligations to 
society as to allow partisan leaders to array them in 
violent resistance to the final decision of the highest 
judicial triliunal on earth, it will become the duty of all 
Mie friends of order and constitutional government, with- 
out reference to past political differences, to organize 
themselves and marshal their forces under the glorious 
banner of the Union, in vindication of the Constitution 
and tlie supremacy of the laws over the advocates of 
faction and the cliampions of violence. To preserve the 
Constitution inviolate, and vindicate the supremacy of 
the laws, is the first and highest duly of every citizen of a 
free Kepublic. The peculiar merit of our form of govern- 
ment over all others, consists in the fact that the law, 
instead of the arbitrary will of a hereditary prince, pre- 
scribes, defines and protects all our rights. In this 
country the law is the will of the people, embodied and 
expressed according to the forms of the Constitution. 
The Courts are the tribumds prescribed by the Constitu- 
tion, and created liy the aulliority of tlie people to deter- 
mine, expound and enforce the law. Hence, whoever 
resists the .'iaal decision of tlie highest judicial tribunal, 
aims a de^uly blow to our whole republican system of 
govirnment — a blow wliicii, if successful, would place all 
our rights and libsrtiea at tlie mercy of jiassion, anarchy 
and violence. I repeat, therefore, that if resistance to 
the decisions of the supreme Court of the United States, 
in a matter liiie the points decided in the Dred Scott case, 
deal ly within their jurisdiction as defined by llie Con- 
Btiiutiori, i:liall be forced upon the country as a political 
issue, it will become a distincc and naked issue between 
the friends and the enemies of the Constitution— tlie 
friends and tlie enemies of the supremacy of the laws. 

THE DRKD SCOTT DECISION. 

The case of Dred Scott was an action of trespass, vi et 
armin, in the Circuit Court of the United States for the 
Uisti let of Missouri, for the purpose of establishing his 
claim to be a free man, and was taken by writ of error 
on the application of Scott to the Supreme Court of the 
United States, where the final decision was pronounced 
by Chief Justice Taney. Tiie facts of the case were 
agreed upon and admitted to be true by both parties, 
and were'in substance, that Dred Scott was a negro slave 
in Missouri, that he went with his master, who was an 
officer in the army, to Foi t Armstrong, on ilock Island, 
and thence to Fort Snelling on the west bank of the Mis' 
Bissippi Kiver, and within the country covered by the act 
of Congress known as the .Missouri Compromise : aiid then 
he reaccompanied his master to the State of Missour 
where he has since remained iv slave. Upon this state- 
ment of facts two important and material questions arose, 
besides several incidental and minor ones, which it was 
incumbent upon tlis Court to take notice of and decide 
The Court did not attempt to avoid responsibility by dis 
posing of the case upon technical points without touch- 
ing tlie merits, nor did they go out of their way to decide 
questions not properly before them and directly present- 
ed by the record. I/ike honest and conscientious judges, 
as tliey are, they met and decided each point as it arose, 
and faithfully performed their whole duty and nothing 
but tlieir duty to the country by determining all the 
questions in liie case, and nothing but what was essen- 
tial to tlie decision of the case upon its merits. The State 
Courts of Missouri had decided against Ured Scott, and 
declared him and his children slaves, and the Circuit 
Court of the United States for the district of Missouri 
had deciiJsd the same thing in this very case which had 
thus been removed to the Supreipe Court of the United 
States by Scott, with the hope of reversing the decision 
of the C'lrcuit Court and securing his freedom. If the 
Supi eiiie Court had dismissed the writ oi error for want 
of jur sd.ction, without first examining into and deciding 



the merits of the case, as they are now denounced and 
abused for not having done, the result would have been 
to remand Dred Scott and his children to perpetual 
Slavery under the decisions which had already been 
pronounced by the Supreme Court of Missouri, as well 
as by the Circuit Court of the United States, without 
obtaining a decision on the merits of his case by the Su- 
preme Court of the United States. Suppose Chief .lus- 
tice Taney and his associates had thus remanded Drei 
Scott and his children back to Slavery on a plea i. 
abatement or any mere technical point, not touching th». 
merits of the question, and without deciding wlieihe: 
under the Constitution and laws as applied to the facts of 
the case Ured Scott was a free man or a slave, would they 
not have been denounced with increased virulence and 
bitterness on the charge of having remanded Dred 
Scott to perpetual Slavery without first examining the 
merits of his case and ascertaining whether he was ^ 
slave or not? 

If the case had been disposed of in that way, who can 
doubt that such would have been the character of the de- 
nunciations which would have been hurled upon the 
devoted heads of those illustrious Judges with much 
more plausibility and show of fairness than they are now 
denounced for having decided the case fairly and hon- 
estly upon its merits? 

The material and controlling points of the case— those 
which have been made the subject of unmeasured abuse 
and denunciation — may be tlius stated : 

1. The Court decided that under ilie Constitution of the 
United States a negro descended frotn slave parents is 
not and cannot be a citizen of the United Stales. 

2. That the act of the 6ih of Match, 1820, commonly 
called the Missouri Compromise act, was unconstitutional 
and void before it was repealed by the Nebraska act, and 
consequently did not and could not have the legal effect 
of extinguishing a master's right to his slave in that 
Territory. While the right continues in full force under 
the guaranty of the Constitution, and cannot be divested 
or alienated by an act of Congress, it necessarily remains 
a barren and a worthless rigut, unless isustaiiied, pro- 
tected and enforced by appropriate police r-gulations and 
local legislation, prescribing adequate remedies for its 
violation. These regulations and remedies must necessa- 
rily depend entirely upon the will and wishes of the 
people of the Territoi'y, as they can only be prescribed by 
the local Legislatures. Hence the great principle of 
popular sovereignty and self-government is sustained 
and firmly established by the authority of this decision. 
Thus it appears that the only sin involved in the passage 
of the Kansas-Nebraska act consists in the fact of having 
removed irom the statute-book an act of Congress which 
was unauthorised by the Constitution of the United 
States, and void because passed without constitutional 



authority, and constituted' in lieu of it the "-"iit funda- 
mental principle of self-government, whir lizes the 
rights of the people of such State andT control 
their own domestic concerns. 

I will direct attention to the qui -d in the 

first proposiiion, to wit : That the i. j and can- 

not be a citizen of the United States. 

We are told by a certain politica ,rtnization that 
that decision is cruel— is inhuman a.iu famous, and 
should neither be respected nor obeyed. What is the 
objection to that decision? Simply that the negro is not 
a citizen. What is the object of making him a citizen ? 
Of course to give him the rights, privileges and immuni- 
ties of a citizen, it being the great fundamental law in 
our Goverument, tliat under the law, citizens are equal in 
their rigliis and privileges. It is said to bt lnliuiiian--to 
be infamous — to deprive an African negro of these privi- 
leges of citiZ'jiishi]!, which would put him on an equality 
with the other citizens of the countiy. 

Now, let me ask my fellow-citizens, are you prepared to 
res'.st the constituted authorities of this country, in order 
to secure citizenship, and, through citizenship, equality 
with the white Imn. O'oiiies, " No ! "o If you are, you 
must reverse the whole policy of this State— the organic la'v 
of our own State. In onler to can-y out that principle of 
negro citizenship and negro equality under tlie law, you 
must not only revei-se. the organic law in our own State, 
but of every other State in tliis Union. But you have not 
accomplished it then ; you must make furious war upon 
tlie slavelioluing States, to compel them to emancipate and 
set at liberty their three millions of slaves. When that 
shall be done, before you have secured that great princi- 
ple of equality to tlie son of Africa, you must strike out 
of the constitution of Illinois that provision which prevents 
a negro, whether free or slave, from crossing the Ohio or 
the Mississippi, and coming into Illinois to reside. When 
you shall have made that change in our organic law, and 
turned loose all the Africans that may cliooso to come 
from the slaveholding States to settle upon our prairies, 
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nnd turn Illinois into a negro colony, rather than into a 
State of white men, still you have not secured to the negro 
the rights of citizenship on an eijuaUty with the white man. 
You must then strike the word " white" out of the consti- 
tution of oar own State, and allow the negro to come to 
our polls and vote on an equality with yourselves. You 
most also chaii.;?e the Constitution in that respect that de» 
Clares, that a negro shall not be eligible to otlice, and de- 
clare that a negro shall be eligible to your Legislature, to 
the bar, beucli, and gubernatorial chair. And still you 
have not reached that point to which we are told we must 
go, of iilaciiig the negro on an equality with other citizens. 
You must aclmit him to the jury-box, and license him by 
law to marry a white woman. And then you will have 
secured nearly all the privileges that the decision of the 
Supreme Court has denied him. (Applause.) 

1 submit to you, fellow-citizens, whether any man can 
pronounce the decision inhuman and infamous, without 
resorting to that great principle, which, carried out, 
puts the negro on an equality with other citizens. But 
listen to the speeches of any one of those who sympathize 
so much with the poor African that they are not willing to 
allow him to occupy an inferior position, and you will find 
that they all adhere to the position of negro equality. For 
instance, did you ever hear any of them make a public 
speech in which he did not quote the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, that " we hold all men are born free and equal," 
and then apjieal to you to know whether Slavery could be 
justified or palliated by any man who believed in the De- 
claration of Inuependence. Do they not argue that by 
this instrument negroes were declared to be born equal to 
wliite men ; and hence, any m.m who is opposed to carry- 
ing ou'i, that great dear principle of theirs, of negro 
equality with the wliite man, is opposed to tlie Declaration 
of Independence. 

Now, ray friends, permit me to reply to this assumption, 
that the Declaration of Independence declared the negro 
to be equal with white men, by a few historical facts re- 
corded in our school-boobs, and familiar to our children. 
By reference to the History of the United States, you will 
find that on the Fourth of July, 1776, when the Declara- 
tion of Independence was put forth, the thirteen colonies 
were then, each and all of them, slaveholding colonies. 
Each signer of the Declaration, without an exception, re- 
presented a slaveholding constituency. Every battle of 
the Uevolutionary War, from Lexington and hunker Hill 
to King's .Mountain and Yorktown, was fought in a slave- 
holding constituency. The treaty of peace with Great 
Britain which acknowledged our independence, was made 
on the part of Great Britain on the one side and the thir- 
teen original slaveholding States on the other. Passing 
from that to the formation of the Constitution of the 
United States, you will find that instrument was framed, 
and adopted, and put into operation with the immortal 
Washington at the head, by twelve shiveholding States 
and one free State, or one State about to become free. In 
view of these fact;;, I submit to you whether any sane man 
can assert that t!ie founders of our institutions intended to 
put the negro and tlie white man on an eriuiility in the syS' 
tern of government which they adopted ? If the signers of the 
Declaration had intemled to ilccli .re the negro t-iiiial to the 
white man, would not t!icy, on that very dav, have abolished 
Slavery in every one of the States of the Lnion in order to 
liave conformed to that Declaration ? If any one of these 
States had thus understoo.l tlie Declaration of Indepen- 
dence, woulil nut that State then immediately have abol- 
ished Slavery, and put the negro on an e(|uality with the 
white man in conformitv with tliat Declaration ? Did they 
do so? I have already shown you that no one of those 
States abolislied Slavery during the whole friod of the 
Uevolutionary war. I have alreaiiy stated, an ' challenge 
contradiction, that to this day no one of them has put 
the negro on an equality with the white man In all the 
laws touching on the relations of life. And yet, if they 
honestly believed the Declaration of Independence meant 
negroes as well as white men, they were bound to advocate 
every law so as to carry out their principle. Their nosi 
tion on this suliject would charge the signers of that De 
claration with hypocrisy in making it to the world, and 
going on to fight battles on the principle thus asserted. 
But no vindication is needed from me of those Immortal 
men who drafted, and signed, and proclaimed to the world 
the Declaration of Indepemlence. They did what they 
professed. They had reference to the white man, and to 
him only, when they declared all men were created equal. 
They were in a struggle with Greai Britain. The principle 
they were asserting was that a British subject, born on 
American soil was equal to a British subject born in Eng- 
land — that a Biitish subject here was entitled to all the 
rights, and privileges, and immunities, under the British 
Constitution, that a British subject in England enjoyed ; 
that tiieir rights were inalienable, and hence that Parlia- 
ment, wllo^e power was omnipotent, had no power to 



alienate them. They did not mean the negroes and In- 
dians — they did not say we wliite men and negroes were 
born ccjual ; but they were speaking ol the race of peojile 
who colonized America, who ruled America, and who were 
declaring the liberties of Americans, when they proclaimed 
the self-evident truth that those men were born free and 
eciual. And if you will examine the journal of the Conti- 
nental Congress you will find this great principle carried 
out. No one of the colonies would then consent to tlie De- 
claration of Independence until they had placed on the 
record the exjjress reLervation, that each colony reserved 
and retained to itself the sole and exclusive right uf regu- 
lating its own domestic concerns and police regulatioi'is. 
It was made a fundamental condition of the Declaration, 
that this right should be forever reserved beyond thj 
power of Congress or other Confederation or power on 
earth, except the free will of their own people. The arti- 
cles of confederation were based upon the same great fun- 
damental principle, and the Constitution of the United 
States was adopted for the purpose of preserving and car- 
rying into eflect the same grand principle that made us 
one people for one specified uDject, but reserved to each 
State and each locality the sole and exclusive privilege of 
managing its own domestic concerns. 

At that day the negro was looked upon as a being of an 
infur.or race. All history had proved that in no part of 
the world, or of tiie world's history, had the negro ever 
shown himself capable of self-government, and it, \ias not 
the intention uf the founders of this Goveninient to 
violate that great law of God, which made the di.stiiiction 
between tlie white and the black man. That distinction is 
plain and palpable, and it has been the rule of civilizatiun 
and jf Christianity the world over, that whenever any 
one man, or set of men, were incapable of taking care uf 
themselves- *' ey should consent to be governed liy those 
who were c ble of managing tiieir alTairs for them. It 
is on that ciple that yuur courts of justice ai)potiit 
guardians i <u charge of tlie idiot, the lunatic, the 
insane, blind, the unfortunate, whatever may be his 

condition. At. .1 history had proved that the negro race, 
lis a race, were incapable of self-government, it was not 
only the right but the duty of those who were capable to 
provide for them. It did not necessarily follow that they 
were to be reduced to Slavery. The true principle is that 
the inferior race should be allowed to enjoy all their 
rights, which their nature is capable of exercising and 
enjoying, consistently with tlie good of society. I would 
not advocate that the negro should be treated harshly or 
unkindly. Far from it. I would extend and secure to 
him every right, privilege and immunity he was capable 
of enjoying consistent with the highest welfare of society. 
The Constitution is founded on that great principle, and 
leaves to e-ich State, as the articles of confederation diil 
to each colony, the right to determine for itself what 
these principles were, and the extent of them, in order 
that they might adopt their laws to their actual condition. 
Under that great provision, Illinois has chosen to say, 
that the negro shall not come here to reside — that a negro 
shall not vote — shall not hold office — shall notserve in ihe 
jury-box— shall not marry white women— and I think 
tliai the Constitution of Illinois is wisely framed as to this 
provision. On the other hand, Kentucky goes further, 
and deprives the negro of his right over lii^ jvm'sod. 
Kentucky, under the Constitution, had a riglit to make 
that provision. We have no riglit to complain of her, 
nor can she complain of us. Eiichhas the right to do as 
it pleases, and each must minil its own business and nut 
interfere witli its neighbor's concerns. (A]>plauje.) 

Our fathers, when they framed this Governiiieiit, hiid 
witnessed the sad and mehinclioly results of the mixture 
of the races in Mexico, South America and Central 
America, where the Spanish, from motives of policy, had 
ailiiiitted the negro and other inferior races to citizeiiahip, 
and, consequently, to political and social ainalgamatioii. 
Tiie demoralization and degradation which prevailed in 
the Spanish and French colonies, where no distinctions on 
account of color or race were tolerated, operated as a 
warning to our revolutionary fathers to preserve the 
purity of tlie white race, and to establish their political, 
social and domestic institutions upon such a basis as 
would forever exclude the idea of negro citizenship and 
negro equality. (Applause.) 

They understood that great natural law which declares 
that amalgamation between superior and inferior races 
brings their posterity down to the lower level of the infe- 
rior, but never elevates them to the high level of tlie su- 
perior race. I appeal to each of those gallant young 
men before me, who won immortal glory on the bloody 
fields of Mexico, In vitulicatioii of their country's right 
and honor, whether their information and observation in 
that country does not fully .sustain the truth i f the jiro- 
po.sition that amalgamatlun is degradation, demoraliza- 
tion, disease and death? Is it true thnt the negro is our 
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equal and our brother? Tlie history of the times clearly 
bIiow that our fatliers (lia not regard the African race us 
any kin to ilicin. and determined so to lay the foundation 
of society and government tiiat tliey sliould never be of 
•kin to tlieir posterity. (Immense ap'idause.) 

But, wlien you confer "upon (lie African race tlie privi- 
leges of cltiaensliip, and put; tliein on an equality with 
white men at the polls, in tlie jury-box, on tlie bench, in 
tlie Executive chair, and in the councils of the nation, 
upon wliat principle will you deny their equality at the 
festive board and in the domestic circle? 

The Supreme Court of the United States have decided 
that, under the Constitution, a negro is not and cannot 
be a citizen. 

I'lie Republican Abolition party pronounce that decision 
cruel, inhuman and Infamous, and appeal to the Ameri- 
can people to disregard and refuse to obey it. Let u" 
join issue with them, and put ourselves upon the country 
for trial. (Cheers and applause.) 

CONDITION OP AFFAIRS IN UTAH, AND THE 
REMEDY. 

Mr. President, I will now respond to the call which has 
been made upon me for my opinions of the conditioii of 
tilings in Utah, and the appropriate remedies for existing 
evils. 

The Territory of Utah was orfsanized under one of the 
acts known as the Compromise Measures of 1S5U, on the 
supposition that the inhabitants were American citizens, 
owing ii iid acknowledging allegiance to the United States, 
and consequently entitled to the benefits of self-govern- 
ment while a Territory, and to admission in the Union 
on an equal footing with the original States, as soon as 
they should number the requisite population. It was 
conceded on all hand:;, and by all parties, that the pecu- 
liarities of their religious faith and ceremonies interposed 
no valid and constitutional objection to tlieir reception 
into tlie Union, in conformity witli the Federal Constitu- 
tion, so long as tht-y were in all other respects entitled to 
admission. Hence, the great political parties of the 
country indorsed and approved tlie Compromise Mea- 
sures of 1850, including the act for the organization of the 
Territory of Utah, with the hope and in the confidence 
that tlie iiiiiabititnts would conform to the Constitution 
and laws, and prove themselves worthy, respectable and 
law-abi<ling citizens. If we are permitted to place cre- 
dence in ilie rumors and reports from that country (and 
it must be .admitted that they have increased and 
Btrengtlieiied and assumed consistency and plausibility by 
each successive mail), seven years' experience has dis- 
closed a state of facts entirely different from that which 
was supposed to exist wlien Utah was organized. These 
rumors and reports would seem to justify the belief that 
the following facts are susceptible of proof. 

1. That nine-tenths of the inhabitants are aliens by 
birth, wlio have refused to become naturalized, or to 
take the oath of allegiance, or to do any other act recog- 
nizing the tiovernment of the United States as the para- 
mount authority in that Territory. 

2. That all the inhabitants, whether native or alien 
born, known as Mormons, (and they constitute the whole 
people of the Territory), are bound by horrid oatlis and 
terrible penalties, to recognize and maintiiin the autho- 
rity of lirigliain Young, and the government of which he 
is the head, as paramount to that of the United States, 
in civil as well as in religious aD'airs ; and that they will, 
in due time, and under the direction of their leaders, 
use iill means in their power to subvert the government 
of the fiiited Stales, and resist its authority. 

3. That tlie Mormon government, with Brigham Young 
at its head, is now forming alliance with Indian tribes 
in Utah iiiid adjoining territories— stimulating the In- 
dians to acts of liostility — and organizing bands of his 
own folliiwci s under the name of "Danites, or Destroy- 
ing Angels," to prosecute a system of robbery and 
niiirders ujion American citizens, who support the 
authority of the Uniteil States, and denounce the in- 
famous and disgusting practices and institutions of the 
Mormon Government. 

If, uiiiin a full investigation, these representations 
shall prove true, tliey will establish tlie ftict that the 
Mormon inhabitants of Utali, as a community, are out- 
laws tind alien enemies, unlit to exercise the right of 
self-government under the organic act, and unworthy to 
be admiited into the Union as a State, wlien their only 
object in seeking admission is to interpose the sov- 
ereignty of the Sttite, us an invincible sliield to protect 
them in their treason and crime, debauchery and in- 
famy. (Applause.) 

Under tins view of the subject, I think it is the duty 
of the President, ;is I liave no doubt it is his fixed pur- 
pose to remove Brighaui Y'oun^ and all liU followers 



from ofllce, and to fill their places with bold, able, and 
true men, and to cause a thorough and searching inves- 
tigation into all tlie crimes and enormities wliiuh are 
alleged to be perpetrated daily in that Territory, under 
the direction of Brigham Young and his confederates 
and to use all the military force necessary to protect 
the oflicers in the discliarge of their duties, and to en- 
force the laws of the land. (Applause.) 

When the authentic evidence shall arrive, if it shall 
establish the facta which are believed to exist, it will be- 
come the duty of Congress to ajtply the knife and cut 
out this loathsome, disgusting ulcer. ^ApJ)lause.) No 
temporizing policy— no halfway measures Will then an- 
swer. It has been supposed by those who have not 
thought deeply upon the subject, that an act of Con- 
gress prohibiting murder, robbery, polygamy, and other 
crimes, with appropriate penalties for those oll'ences, 
would afford adequate remedies for all the euoriiiiiies 
complained of. Sujipose such a law to be on the sta- 
tute book, and I believe they have a criminal code, pro- 
viding the usual punishment for the entire catalogue of 
crimes, according to the usages of all civilized and 
Christian countries, with the e.xcepfion of polygatiiy, 
which is practised under the sanction of the Mormou 
Church, but is neither prohibited nor authorized by the 
laws of 'vhe Territory. 

Suppose, I repeat, that Congress should pass a law 
prescribing a criminal code, and punishing polygamy 
among other offences, what other effect would it have— 
what good would it do ? Would you call on twenty-three 
grand jurymen, with twenty-three wives each, to find a 
bill of indictment aga<nst a poor miserable wretch for 
having two wives ? (Cheers and laughter.) Would you 
call upon twelve petit jurors, with twelve wives 
each, to convict the same loathsome wretch for having 
two wives? (Continued applause.) Would you expect 
a grand jury composed of twenty-three "Danites" to 
And a bill of indictment against a brother " Daiiite " for 
having murdered a Gentile, as they call all American 
citizens, under their direction? Much less would you 
expect a jury of twelve " destroying angels " to tind 
another " destroying angel " guilty of the crime of mur- 
der, and cause him to be hanged for no other offence 
than taking the life of a Gentile? No! If there is any 
truth in the reports we receive from Utah, Congress may 
pass whatever laws it chooses ; but you can never rely 
upon the local tribunals and juries to punish crimes com- 
mitted by Mormons in that Territory. Some other and 
more effectual remedy must be devised and applied. In 
my opinion, the first step should be the absolute and 
unconditional repeal of the organic act — blotting the 
Territorial Government out of existence — ujion the 
ground that they are outlaws, denying their allegiance 
and defying the authorities of the United States. Um- 
mense applause.) 

The Territorial Government once abolished, the coun- 
try would revert to its primitive condition prior to the 
act of 1S50, " under the sole and exclusive jurisdiction 
of the United States," and should be placed under the 
operation of the act of Congress of the SOtli of April, 
17110, and the various acts supplemental thereto and 
amendatory thereof, " providing for the punisliiiieiit of 
crimes against the United States within any fort, ar^enal 
dockyard, magazine, ok any oiiiiiK vlack ok ni-srniuc 

OK COI'NTKY, I'NUKU TIIK SOLK JISD EXCLUSIVK juri'sc/ic- 

Hon of the United Sioief)," All offenses against the 
provisions of these acts are required by law to be tried 
and punished by the United States Courts in the Stales 
or Territories wliere the offenders shall be "fihst aitke- 
iiKNiiioD OK BUOCGiiT FOB TKiAt." Tlius It will be Seen 
that under the plan proposed, BitiGiiAM Young and his 
confederates could be " apprehended and brought for 
trial," to Iowa or Missouri, California or Oregon, or to 
any other adjacent State or Territory, where a fair trial 
could be had, and justice administered impartially — 
where the witnesses could be protected and the judg- 
ment of tne court could be carried into execution, with- 
out violence or intimidation. I do not propose to intro- 
duce any new principles into our jurisprudence, nor to 
change the modes of proceeding or the rules of practice 
in our Courts. I only j.u'opose to place the district of 
country embraced within the Territory of Utah under 
the operation of the same laws and rules of proceeding, 
tliat Kansas, Nebraska, Minnesota and our other Terri- 
tories were placed before they became organized Terri- 
tories. The whole country embraced within these Terri- 
tories was under the operation of that same system of 
laws, and all the offenses committed within the same 
we:e punished in the manner now proposed, so long as 
the country remained " under the sole and exclusive 
jurisdiction of the United States ;" but the moment the 
country was organized into Territorial Governments, 
with legislative, executive and judicial departmeuts, 
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it ceased lo be under the sole and exclusive jurisdiction 
of tl\o United States, witliln tlie meaning of tlie act of 
Congress, fur tlie reason that it had passed under another 
and a dili'erent jurisdiction. Uenue, if we abolish the 
Territorial Government of Utah, preserving all existing 
rights, and place the couniry under the sole and exclusive 
jurisdiction of the United States, offenders can be ap- 
prehended and brought into the adjacent States or Ter- 
ritories for punishment, in the same manner and under 
ihe same rules and regulations which obtained and 
have been uniformly practiced under like circumstances 
since 1790. 

It the plan proposed shall be found an effective and 
adequate remedy for the evils complained of in Utah, 
no one, no matter what his political creed or partisan 
associations, need be apprehensive that it will violate 
any cherished theory or constitutional right in regard 
to the government of the Territories. It is a great 
mistake to suppose that all the territory or land belong- 
ing to the United States must necessarily be governed 
by the same laws and under the same clause of the 
Constitution, without reference to the purpose to whicli 
it is dedicated or the use which it is proposed to make of 
it ; while all that portion of the country whicli is or shall 
be set apart to become new States, must necessarily be 
governed under and consistent with that clause of the 
Constitution which authorizes Congress to admit new 
States, it does not follow that other terriioi-y, not 
intended to be organised and admitted into thn Union 
as States, must be governed under the same clause of 
the Constitution, with all the rights of self-government 
and State e<iuality. For instance, if we should purchase 
Vancouver's Island from Great liritain for the purpose 
of removing all tlie Indians f.-om our Pacific territories 
and locating them on tliat island as their permanent 
home, with guaranties that it should never be occupied 
or Settled with white men, will it be contended that the 
purchase should be made and the island governed under 
the power to admit new States when it was not acquired 
for that purpose, nor intended to be applied to tliat 
object ? lieing acquired for Indian purposes and applied 
to Indian purposes, it is not more reasonable to assume 
thai the power lo acquire was derived from the Indian 
clause, and the island must necessarily be governed under 
and consistent with that clause of the Constitution which 
relates to Indian alfairs. Again, suppose we should deem 
il expedient to buy a. small island m the Mediterranean 
or tlie Carribean Sea for a naval station, can it be 
said with any force or plausiliility thai the purchase 
Bhould be made or the inland governed under the power 
to admit new Mates ? On the contrary, is it not obvious 
that the riglit to acquire and govern in that case is de- 
rived from the power " to provide and maintain a navy," 
and must be exe. cised consistently will; that power. So, 
if we purchase land foi forts, arsenals, or other military 
purposes, or set apart and dedicate any territory which 
we now own for a military reservation, it immediately 
passes under the military power and must be governed 
in harmony with il. So if the land be purchased for a 
aiim, it must be governed under the power lo coin 



money ; or, if purchased for a post-oflice, it must be 
governed under the power to establish post-offices and 
Iiost-roads ; or, for a custom-house, under the power to 
regulate commerce; or for a court-house, under the 
judiciary power. In short, the clause in the Constiiutlon 
under wh;ch any land or territory belonging to the 
United Stales must be governed, is indicated by the 
oliject for which il was acquired and the purpose for 
which it is dedicated. So long, therefore, as the organic 
act of Utah shall remain in force, setting apart iliat 
country for a ne.v State, and pledging the faith of the 
United States lo receive it into the Union as soon as it 
should have the requisite population, we are bound to 
extend to it all the rights of self-government, agreeably 
to the clause in the Constitution providing for the ad- 
mission of new States. Hence the necessity of repealing 
the organic act — withdrawing the pledge of admission, 
and placing it under the sole and exclusive jurisdiction 
of the United Slates, in order that persons and property 
may be protected, and justice administered, and crimes 
punislied under the laws prescribed by Congress in such 
cases. 

While the power of Congress to repeal this organic act 
and abolish the Territorial Governmenl cannot be denied, 
the question may arise whether we possess the moral 
right, of exercising the power, after the charter has been 
once granted and the local government organlzeil under 
its provisions. This is a grave question — one which 
should not be decided hastily, nor under the inlluerice of 
passion or prejudice. I am free to say that in my opinion 
there is no moral right to repeal the organic act, of a Ter- 
ritory, and abolish the government organize<l under it, 
unless the inhabitants of that Territory, as a CDmiimnity, 
have done such acts sis amount to a, forfeiture of all rights 
under it — such as becoming alien enemies', outlaws, dis- 
avowing tlieir allegiance, or resisting the authority of 
the United States. These, and kindred acts, which we 
have every reason to believe are daily perpetrateil in that 
Territory, would not only give us the moral right, bub 
make it our imperative duty to abolish the Territorial 
Government, and place the inhabitants under the sole 
and exclusive jurisdiction of the United States, to the end 
that justice may be done and the dignity and authority 
of the Government vinilicated. 

I have thus presented phiinly and frankly my views of 
the Utah quesimn — the evils and the remedy — upon the 
facta as they have readied us, and are supposed to be 
substantially correct. If official reports and authentie 
information shal change or modify tliese facts, I shall be 
ready to conform my notion to the real facts as they shall 
be found to exist, I have no such pride of opinion as 
will induce me to persevere in an error one moment after 
my judgment is convinced. If, therefore, a better plan 
can be devised— one more consistent with justice and 
sound policy, or more fffectlve as a remedy for ackaow 
ledged evils, I shall take great pleasure in adopting it, in 
lieu of the one I have presented to you lo-niglit. 

In conclusion, permit me to express my grateful ae- 
knowlcdgmeiitj for your patient attention and tne kind and 
respectful manner in which you have received n.y remarks. 



INVASION OF STATES-SEDITION LAW PROPOSED. 



SPEECH OF MR. DOUGLAS. 



On the ICth of .liuiuary, 1860, Sir. Douglas 
eubinitted to tlie United iStates Senate the fol- 
lowing K(;soliition : 

IlMolvcd, That the Committee on the Judiciary be in- 
structed to report a bill for the protection of each State 
and Territory of the Union, again-l invasion by the 
authorities or inhabitants of any other State or Territory ; 
and for tlie suppression atxl punishment of coniplracies 
or condiiiiaii'Mis in any State or Territory with intent to 
invade, assail, or molest the government, inhabitants, 
proper'y, or Instltuiions of any other State or Territory 
of tlie Union. 

This Resolution, coining -up as a specitil order 
on the 'lod of January^, 

' Mr. D'liiglas said : Mr. President, on the 25th of Novem- 
ber last, t.ie Governor of Virginia addresset". on official 
coiinimnioaiii.in to ttie President of the United States, in 
It'hich he i-aid : 



" I have lnforma;lon from various quarters, upon which I 
rely, th it a eoiisplr.iey of loriiiidaiile extent, hi means aui 
nuiiibitrs, Is I'cirm.td iu tdiio, I'eunsylvauia, New-Yo-k, and 
other Slat''s, to ri's:Mi,j John lirowii and his associat rs, piH- 
soiicrs at Ch.irli-sion, Virginia. The InformaUou is spcciDo 
enou'^h to hi: rdi iidi! " 

" n.v.f.s in .Maryland, Ohio, and Pennsylvania, have bi;(Mi 
occupied as diipnts and renJi'Zvoiis by these desperadoiis, uii- 
otistructed by guards or oiherwisn, io invade ims Sla'.i-, atvl 
we ar« ktipi In contliiiial apprehension of outrage fr*:i tin! 
and rapine. I apprise you of thesi; facts In order th.ii you 
may take steps to preserve i)ea(;e betwticn the Slates." 

To this commiiniciitlon, the President of the United 
States, on the iSth of November, returned a reply, froai 
wiiich I read the following sentence: 

" I am at a loan to discover any provision in tho Constitutioa 
or laws of the United .States which woidd authorize me to 
' lake steps for this purpose.' " [That Is, lo preserve the peaeo 
between the States.] 

Mr. Douglas argued at considerable length, to 

prove that the Constitution does provide for the 
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protection, by the Federal Government, of each 
State against invasion from any and all sources, 
and continued: 

The question then remaining is, what Iei;islation is 
necessiiry and ],rojier to render tliis guariiiity of tlie 
Ooristitiiilon ellectual ? I presume tliero will be very 
little diUererice of opinion that it will be necessary to 
place the wiiole military power of the G"Vtrnment at the 
disposal of ilie President, under proper guards and 
restrictions against abuse, to rei)el and suppress invasion 
when the hoaile force shall be actually in tlie field. But, 
sir, that is not sufficient. Such legislation would not be 
a full compliance witli this guaranty of tlie Constitution. 
The framers of that instrument meant more wlien they 
gave the guaranty. Mark the diflference in language 
between the provision for protecting the United Stales 
against invasion and that for protecting the Slates. 
When it provided for protecting the Uniteii States, it said 
Congress shall have power to ''j'e^e? invasion." When 
It came to make this guaranty to the States, it changed 
the language, and said the United States shall "■pfotecV 
each of the States against Invasion, In the one instance, 
the duty of the Government is to repel ; in the other, the 
guaranty i.s that they will protect. In oilier words, the 
Uni'.ed States are not permitted to Wiiit until the enemy 
shall b ! upon your borders ; until the invading army 
shall have been organized and drilk'<l and placed in march 
with a view to the invasion ; but they must pass all laws 
necessary and proper to insure proiection and domestic 
tranquillity to each State and Territory of this Union 
against invasion or hostilities from other States and Ter- 
ritories. 

Tlien, sir, I hold that it is not only necessary to use the 
military power when the actual cast: of ihvasion shall 
occur, but to authorize the judicial department of the 
Government to suppress all conspiracies and combina- 
tions in the several States with intent to invade a State, 
or molest or disturb its goverinnent, its peace, its citizens, 
Its property or its institutions. You must punish the 
conspiracy, the combinaiion with intent to do the act, 
and then you will suppress it in advance. Tliere is no 
principle more f-miiliar to the legal profession than that 
wherever it is proper to declare an act to be a crime, it is 
proper to punish a conspiracy or combination with intent 
to perpetrate the act. hook upon your statute-books, 
und I presume you will find un etiactiiient to punish the 
counterieitiiig of the coin of tlie United Stales ; and then 
another section to puni>h a man for having couiiterleit 
coin in his possession withintent to pass it; and another 
section to puni li liim for liaving the moMs or dies or in- 
struments for counterfeiting, with intent to use them. 
This is a familiar principle in legislative and judicial iiro- 
ceedings. If the act of invasion is criminal, the con- 
spiracy to invade should also be made criminal. If it be 
unlawful and illegal to invade a State, and run off fugi- 
tive slaves, why not make it unlawful to form conspiracies 
and combinations in the several States with intent to do 
the act? We have been told that a notorious man who 
has recently suffered death for his crimes upon the gal- 
lows, boasted in Cleveland, Ohio, in a public lecture, a 
year ago, that he had then a body of men employed in 
running away horses from the slaveholders of Missouri, 
and pointed to a livery stable in Cleveland which was full 
of the stolen horses at that time. 

I think it is within our coinpetency, and consequently 
our duty, to pass a lawmaking every cons^piracy or com- 
bination in any State or Territory oi this Union to invade 
another with intent to steal or run away property of any 
kind, whether it be negroes, or horses, or property of any 
other description, into another State, a crime, and punisn 
the conspirators by indictment in the United States 
courts and confinement in the prisons ami penitvniiiiries 
of the State or Territory where the conspiracy may be 
formed and quelled. Sir, I would carry these provisions 
of law as far as our constitutional powers will reach. / 
would make it a crime to fonn coiispiraciea tciih, a 
tiew of invading Staien or Territories to control 
elections, whetlier they he under the garb of Emigrant 
Aid Societies of New England or Blue Lodges of Mia- 
Sburi. (Applause in the galleries.) In other words, 
tliis provision of the Constitutions means more than the 
mere repelling of an invasion when the invading army 
shall reach the border of a State. The language Is, it 
shall protect the State against invasion; the meaning of 
which la, to use the language of the preamble to the Con- 
stitution, to insure to each State domestic tranquillity 
against external violence. There can be no peace, there 
can be no prosperity, there can be no safety lu any com- 
munity, unless it is secured against violence from abroad. 
Why, sir, it lias been a question seriously mooted in 
Europe, wlietlier it was not the duty of England, a power 
loreign to France, to pass laws to punish conspiracies in 



England against the lives of the princes of France. I 
shall not argue the question of comity between foreign 
States. I predicate niy argument upon the C'insiitutiun 
by which we are governed, and which we have sworn to 
obey, and demand that the Constitution be executed in 
good faith so as to punish and suppress every combina- 
iion, every conspiracy, eillier to invade a State or to 
molest its inhabitants, or to disturb its I'.roperty, or to 
subvert its institutions and its government. 1 believe 
this can be effectually done t-y authorizing the United 
States courts in the several States to take jurisdiction of 
the offense, and punish the violation of the law with 
appropriate punishments. 

It Cannot be said that the time has not yet arrived for 
such legislation. It cannot be said witii trutii that the 
Ifarper's Ferry case will not be repeated, or is not in 
danger of repetition. It is only necessary to inquire into 
tlie causes which produced the Harper's Ferry outrage, 
and ascertain wliether those causes are yet in active 
operation, and tlien you can determine whetlier there is 
any ground for apprehension that that invasion will be 
repeated. Sir, what were the causes which produced the 
Harper's Ferry outrage ? Without stopping to adduce 
evidence in detail, I have no liesitation in expressing my 
firm and deliberate conviction that //tl»'^>e/''s /'e/vy 
crime was the natural, logical, ineeituble remit of the 
doctrines and teachings <f the Itepublican party, ua 
explained and enforced in their platform, their par- 
tisim presses, their pamjMets and booki, and espe- 
cially in the speeches of their leaders in and out of 
Congress, (.\pplause in tiie galleries.) . 

And, sir, inasmuch as the Constitution ol the United 
States confers upon Congress the power coupled with 
the duty of protecting each State agahisi external 
aggresaion, and inasmuch as that includes the power of 
suppressing and punisbitig conspiiacies in one Stale 
against the institutions, projiertS', peojde, or govern- 
ment i f every other Slate, I desire to carry out that 
power vigorously. Sir, give us such a law as the Con- 
stitution contemplates and authorizes, and I will show 
the Senator from New York that there is a constilutior.al 
mode of repressing the " irrepressible conllict." J will 
open the prison- doors to alUiio conKpi' atom against the 
2)eace oftheJtepublic 'xnd the dom-stic ti anquillity of 
our Stittes to select their cells wherein to drug out a 
miserable life as a punishment for their crimes against 
the peace of society 

Mr. President, the mode of preserving peace is plain. 
This system of sectional warfare must cease. The Con- 
stitution has given the power, and all we ask of Congress 
is to give the means, and we, by indictments and con- 
victions in the Federal courts of our seveial fctates, will 
make such examples of the leaders of these conspiracies 
as will strike terror into the liearts of the otheis, and 
there will be an end of this crusade. Sir, you must 
check it by crushing out the conspiracy, the combina- 
tion, and then there can be safety. 

[A special committee of the Senate, of which 
Mr. Mason, of Va., was chairman, appointed to 
investigate the Harper's Ferry atiair, aseeutain 
the cause of the raid, and report what laws, if 
any, were necessary to prevent a repetition, 
reported near the close of the session, that 
tlie committee were unable to discover that 
any persons were either directly or indirectly 
engaged in the invasion, other than John 
Brown and those who accompanied him to 
Harper's Ferry.] 

■WHAT POPDLAR SOVKRElGXir HAS DONK. 

From Mr. Douglas' Speech in theSriiaie, May IG, ISCO. 

But, we are told that the necessary result of this doc- 
trine of non-intervention, which, gentlemen, by way of 
throwing ridicule upon it, call squatter sovereignty, is 
to deprive the South of all participation in what they 
call the common Territories of the United States. That 
was the ground on which the Senator from Jlisissippi (.Mr. 
Davis), predicated his opposition to the Coniiiromise 
Sleasures of 1S50. lie regarded a refusal to repeal the 
.Mexican law as equiviilent to the Wilmot Proviso ; a re- 
fusal to recognize by an act of Congress the right to 
carry a slave there as equivalent to the Wilmot Proviso; 
a refusal to deny to a Territorial Legislature the right to 
exclude Slavery as equivalent to an exclusion. He be- 
lieved at that time that this doctrine did amount to a 
denial of southern rights ; and be told the people of 
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Mississippi so ; but they doubted it. Now let us see how 
far liis tlieory and suppositions liave been verified. I 
infer that lie told the people of Mississippi so, for he 
makes it a cliai'ge in his bill of indictment u^ainst me, 
that I am hostile to soutiiern rights because I gave tliose 
votes. 

Now, what has been the result? My views ■were 
incorporated into tlie Compromise Measures of 1S50, and 
his were rejected. Has the South been e.xcludud from all 
the territory acquired from Mexico ? What says tlie bill 
from tlie House of Kepresentatives now on your table, 
repealing the slave code in New Mexico, establislied by 
the people tliemselves ? Jt is part of the hiatorij of the 
country that under this doctrine of non-intervention,, 
this doctrine thai you delight to call squatter aove- 
nignty, the people o/Jtew Mexico ham introduced 
aiid protected Slavery in the whole of that Territory. 
Under thi^ doctrine, they have converted a tract of 
Free Territory into Slave Territory, more than Jive 
times the size of the State of Nexc-York. Under this 
doctrine, Slavery has been, extended from the IHo 
Grande to the Gulf of California, and from the line of 
the Sepublic of Mexico, not only up to 86 deg. ao min., 
but up to 3S deg.—GisKQ yod a degiieb and a half mokk 

SLAVE TK.i'.KITOKY TUAN VOU KVER CLAIMED. Ill 1S43 and 

1349 and 1S50, you only asked to have the line of 30 d<!g. 
80 min. 'i'he Nasliville convention fixed that as its uHi- 
matum. I offered it in the Senate in August, ISIS and it 
was adopted here but rejected in tlie House of Kepresen- 
tatives. You asked only up to 38 deg. 30 min., and non- 
intervention has given you Slave Territory up to 33 

deg., K DKGUEB AND A HALF MOllK THAN Y()U ASKUD ; 

and yet you say that this is a sacrifice of Soutiiern 
right.i ! 

These are tlie fruits of this principle which the Sena- 



tor from Mississippi regards as hostile to the rights of tlie 
South. Where did you ever get any otlier fruits that 
were more palatable to your taste or moi e refre.--liing to 
yourstrengtli '? What other inch of Free Teri'ilory has been 
converted into Slave Territory on the American continent, 
since the Kevolution, except in New Mexico and Arizona, 
under the principle of non-intervention allirined at 
C'liaHeston? If it be true that this principle of non-inter- 
vention has given to Slavery all New Mexico, which was 
surrounded on nea I.v every side by Free Territory, will 
not the same principle protect you in tlie norilierii states 
of Mexico wliuii they are acquired, since they are now sur- 
rounded by Slave 'I'e. ritury ; are several Imndred miles 
further South; have inaii.v degrees of greater heat; and 
have a climate and soil adapted to Southern products ? 
Are yim not satisfied with tliese practical results? Do 
you desire to appeal from the people of the Territories 
to tlie t ongress of the United States to settle tliis ques- 
tion in the Territories ? When you distrust the people 
and appeal to Congress, with both houses largely against 
you on this question, what sort of protection will you get ? 
Whenever you a.sk a Slave code from Congress to protect 
your inslitiltions in a Territory wliere the people do not 
want it, you will get that sort of protection wliich tho 
wolf gives to tlie lamb ; you will get thiit sort of friendly 
hug that the grizzly bear gives to the infant. Appealing 
to an Anti-Slavery Congress to pass laws of jirotection, 
with a vieiv of forcing Slavery upon an unwilling and 
hostile people ! Sir, of all tlie mad schemes that ever 
could be devised by the South, or by tl:e enemies of the 
South, that which recognizes tlie right of Congiess to 
toucli the institution of SJavery either in States or Terri- 
tories, beyond the single cuse provided iu tlie Constitu- 
tion for the rendition of fugitive Mavcs, is the most 
iwiaX.—AppeHdiii to Congressional Globe, ixige'iXA. 
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A SPEECH BY WILLIAM IL SEWARD, 
Delivered at Jloclicntcr, Monday, Oct. 25, 1853. 



FEU,ow-cmzRNS : Tlie unmistakable outlireaks of zeal 
which occur all around me, show that you are earnest men 
— and such a man am I. Let us, tlierefore, at least for a 
time, pass by all secondary and collateral questions, 
whether of a personal or of a geniTui nature, and coiu^ider 
the main subject of tlie present canvass. The Democratic 
party, or, to speak more accurately, the party which wears 
that attractive name, is in possession of the Fed-jral (lo- 
vernment. Th3 Republicans propose to dislodge that 
party, and ilisir.iss it from its high trust. 

T!ie main subject, then, is, whetlier tlic Demncractic 
party deserves to retain the confidence of tlic American 
peopit:. In attempting to prove it unworthy, I think that 
I am not actuated by prejudices against tliat party, or b.v 
prepossessions in favor of its adversary ; for I have learned, 
by some experience, that virtue and patriotism, vice anc! 
aelfisliness, are found in all parties, and that they differ 
less in their motives than in the policies they pursue. 

Our couiitr.v is a theatre, which exliibits in full opera- 
tion, two radically different political systems; the one 
resting on tlie basis of servile or slave labor, the other on 
the basis of voluntary lalior of freemen. 

The laborers who are enslaved are all negroes, or per- 
sons more or less purely of African derivation. I!ut this 
Is only accidental. The principle of the system is, tliat 
labor in every society, by wlioiiisoevcr jierformed, is ne- 
cessarily unintellectual, groveling, and base ; and tliat' the 
laborer, equall.v for his own good and for tlie welfare of 
the State, ought to be enslaveil. The white laboring man, 
whether native or foreigner, is not enslaved, only because 
he cannot, as yet, be reduced to bondage. 

You need not be told now that the slave system Is the 
older of the two, and that once it was universal. 

The emancipation of our own ancestors, Caucasians 
and Kurojieans as they were, hardl.y dates beyond a 
period of five hundred years. The great melioration of 
human society whicii modern times exhibit, is mainly due 
to tho incomplete substitution of the system of voluntary 
labor for the old one of servile labor, which has already 
taken place. This African slave system Is one which, in 
Its origin and in its growth, has been altogether foreign 
from the habits of the races which colonized these States, 
and established civilization here. It was introduced on 



Itliis new continent as an enguie of conquest, and fur the 
establishment of monarchical i)o\ver, by the l''irtu,L'Ui'.se and 

1 the Spaniards, and was rapidly exteiideil by th.'in all over 
South America, Central America, houisiana, and Mexico. 
Its legitimate fruits an? seen in tlie povert.v, iiiibecili;y, ami 
anarchy, which now pervade all I'ortiiguese and .-paiiish 
America. The fn'o-l ilior system is of (ieniian extraction, 
and it was estalilisli.- l in our cotintr.v by eniiwiiils from 
Sweden, Holland, (leriiiaiiy, (ireat Hritain, and Ireland. 
We justly ascrii)!' to its imlueiices the strenjitli, wealtli, 
greatness, irit'-lHg(.Mi<;e, and frei'dmii wlii:!! the whole 
AmerliMU people now enjoy. One nf the chief elements nf 
the value of human iife is frceilom in the i>ursuit of hapid. 
iiess. The slave system is not only intolerant, unjust, and 
inhuman towanl the laliorer, whom, only because he is a 
laborer, it loads down with chains anil converts into mer- 
chandise, but is scarcely less severe upon l^ie freeniau, to 
whom, only because he Is a laborer from necessity, it de- 
iiii.'S facilities fcu' emidoyment, and whom it expels from 
the community because it cannot enshive and convert him 
into merchandise also. It is neeossaril.v improvident and 
ruinous, because, as a general truth, commuiiiti 'S prospor 
and flourish or droop ami decline iu just the degrei; that 
they jiractice or neglect to practice the inimary ilnties of 
justice and hurnanit.v. The frc-labor system conforms to 
the divine law of equality, which is written in t!i» hearts 
and consciences of men, ami therefore w alway.s and every- 
where beneficent. 

Tlie slave system is one of constant danger, distrust, 
suspicion, and w.atchfulncfls It debases those whose 
toil alone can jiroduce wealth and resources for defense, 
to the lowest degree of which human nature is capable, 
to gu&rd against mutin.v and insurrection, and thus 
wastes energies wliich otherwise might be employed in 
national development and aggrandizement. 

The free-labor system educates all aliiie, and by open- 
ing all the fields of industrial employment, and all the 
departments of aulhorit.v, to the unchecked and equal 
rivalry of all classes of men, at once secures universal 

i contentment, and brings into the highest possible acti- 
vity all the physical, moral, and social energies of the 
whole State. In States where the slave s.vstem prevails, 

! the niuater.«f, directly or indirectly, secure nil political 
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)Ower, and constitute a ruling aristocracy. In States 
ivhere the free-labor system prevails, universal suffrage 
necessarily obtains, and the State inevitably becomes, 
sooner or later, a republic or democracy. 

Russia yet maintains Slavery, and is a despotism. 
Most of the other European States have abolished 
Slavery,' and adopted the system of free labor. It was 
the antagonistic political tendencies of the two systems 
which the first Napoleon was contemplating when lie 
predicted that Europe would ultimately be either all 
Cossack or all Republican. Never did human sagacity 
utter a more pregnant tri 'h. The two systems are at 
once perceived to be incongruous. But they are more 
than incongruous — they are incompatible. I'liey never 
have permanently existed together in one country, and 
they never can. It would be easy to demonstrate tliis 
impossibility, from the irreconcilable contrast between 
their great principles and characteristics. But tlie e.Npe- 
rience of mankind has conclusively established it. 
Slavery, as I have already intimated, existed in every 
state in Europe. Free labor has supplanted it every- 
where except in Russia and Turkey. State necessities 
developed in modern times, are now obliging even tliose 
two nations to encourage and eniplryfree labor; and 
already, dospotic as they are, we find tliem engaged in 
abolishing Slavery. In the United .States, Slavery came 
inio collision with free labor at the close of the last cen- 
tury, and fell before it in New-England, New-York, New- 
Jersey, and Pennsylvania, but triumphed over it effec- 
tually, aud excluded it for a period yet undetermined, 
from Virginia, the Carolinas, and Georgia. Indeed, so 
incompatible are the two systems, that every new State 
which is organized within our ever-extending domain 
makes its first political act a choice of the one and an 
exclusion of the other, even at the cost of civil war, if 
necessary. The Slave States, without law, at the last 
national election, successfully forbade, within their own 
limits, even the casting of votes for a candidate for Presi- 
dent of the United States supposed to be favorable 
to the establisimient of the free-labor system in now 
States. 

Hitherto, the two systems have existed in different 
States, but side by side witliin the American Union. 
This has happened because the Union is a confederation 
of States, But in another aspect the United States con- 
stitute only one nation. Increase of population, which 
is filling the States out to their very borders, together 
with a new and extended net-work of railroads and 
other avenues, and an internal commerce which daily 
becomes more intimate, is rapidly bringing the States 
into a higher and more perfect social unity or con- 
solidation. Thus, these antagonistic systems are con- 
Uuually coming inio closer contact, and collision 
results. 

, Shall I tell you what this collision means ? They who 
think that it is accidental, unnecessary, the work of in- 
'tercsted or fanatical agitators, and therefore ephemeral, 
.jmistake the case altogether. It is an irrepressible con- 
(flict between opposing and enduring forces, and it 
I means that the United States must and will, sooner or 
j later, become either entirely a slaveholding nation, or 
lentkely a free-labor nation. Either the cotton and rice 
'fields of South Carolina and the sugar plantations of 
/Louisiana will ultimately be tilled by free labor, and 
I'Charleston and New Orleans become marts for legiti- 
■mate merchandise alone, or else the rye-flelds and 
Iwheat-fields of Massachusetts and New- York must again 
be surrendered by their farmers to slave culture and to 
(be production of slaves, and Boston and New-York be- 
{come once more markets for trade in the bodies and 
jlonls of men. It is the failure to apprehend this great 
;;<rnth that induces so many unsuccessful attempts at 
ilnal compromise between the Slave and Free States, 
fjind it is the existence of this great fact that renders all 
jfuch pretended compromises, when made, vain and 
jtphemeral. Startling as this saviniMna y a ppear to v au.- 

iellow-citizens, It is by no means an original or even a 
aodern one. Our forefathers knew it to be true, and 
inanimously acted upon it when they framed the Consti- 
jtation of the United States. They regarded the exist- 
ence of the servile system in so many of the States with 
lorrow and sliame, which they openly confessed, and 
wey looked upon the collision between tliem, which was 
then JuBt revealing itself, and which we are now accus- 
itomed to deplore, with favor and hope. They knew that 
(either the one or the other system must exclusively pre- 

Unlike too many of those who in modern times invoke 
their authority, they had a choice between the two. 
They preferred the system of free labor, and they deter- 
mined to organize the Government, and so to direct its 
activity, that that system should surely and certainly 
prevail. For this purpose, and no other, they based the 



whole structure of Government broadly oji tlia principle 
that all men are created equal, and therefore free — little 
dreaming that, within the short period of one hundred 
years, their descendants would bear to be told by any 
orator, however popular, that the utterance of that prin- 
ciple was merely a I'hetorical rhapsody ; or by any judge 
however venerated, that it was attended by mental re- 
servations, which rendered it hypocritical and false. By 
the Ordinance of 1787, they dedicated all of the national 
domain not yet polluted by Slavery to free labor im- 
mediately, thenceforth and forever ; while by the new 
Constitution and laws they invited foreign free labor 
from all lands under the sun, and interdicted the im- 
portation of African Slave Labor, ai all times, in all 
places, and under all circumstances whatsoever. It is 
true that they necessarily and wisely modified this 
policy of Freedom, by leaving it to the several States, 
affected as they were by differing circumstances, to 
abolish Slavery in their own way and at their own plea- 
sure, instead of confi.ding that duty to Congress, and 
that they secured to the Slave States, while yet retain- 
ing the system of Slavery, a three-fifths representation 
of slaves in the Federal Government, until they should 
find themselves able to relinquish it with safety. But 
the very nature of these modifications fortifies wiy posi- 
tion that the fathers knew that the two systems could 
not endure within the Union, and expected that within 
a short period Slavery v, ould disappear forever. More- 
over, in order that these modifications might not alto- 
gether defeat their grand design of a Republic maintain- 
ing universal equality, they provided that two-thirds of 
the States might amend the Constitution. 

It remains to say on this point only one word, to guard 
against misapprehension. If these States are to again be- 
come universally slaveholding, I do not pretend to say 
with what violations of the Constitution that end shall be 
accomplished. On the other hand, while 1 do confidently 
believe and hope that my country will yet become a land 
of universal Freedom, I do not expect that it will be made 
so otherwise than through the action of the several States 
coiijierating with the Federal Government, and all acting 
in strict conformity willi their respective Constitutions. 

The strife and contentions concerning Slavery, which 
gently-disposed persons so liabitually deprecate, are no- 
thing more than the ripeningof the conUict which tlie fathers 
themselves, not only thus regarded with favor, but which 
thty may be said to have instituted. 

It is not to be denied, however, that thus far the course 
of that contest has not been according to their humane 
anticijiations and wishes. In the field of federal politics. 
Slavery, deriving unlooked-for advantages from commer- 
cial changes, and energies unforeseen from the facilities of 
combination between members of the slaveholding class 
aud between that class and other property classes, early 
rallied, and has at length made a stand, not merely to re- 
tain its original defensive position, but to extend its sway 
tliroughout the whole Union. It is certain that the slave- 
holding class of American citizens indulge this Iiigh ambi- 
tion, and that they derive encouragement for it from the 
rapid and effective political successes which they have 
already obtained. The plan of operation is thus : By con- 
tinued appliances of patronage and threats of disunion, 
they will keep a majority favorable to these designs in tlie 
Senate, where each State has an equal representation. 
Through that majority they will defeat, as tliey best can, 
the admission of Free States, and secure the admission of 
Slave States. Under the protection of the Judiciary, they 
will, on the principle of the Dred Scott case, carry Slavery 
into all the Territories of the United States now existing, 
and hereafter to be organized. By the action of the Pre- 
sident and the Senate, using the treaty-making power, they 
will annex foreign slaveholding States. In a favorable 
conjuncture they will induce Congress to repeal the act of 
ISOS, which prohibits the foreign slave-trade, and so they 
will import from Africa, at the cost of only $20 a head, 
slaves enough to fill up the interior of the continent. 
Thus relatively increasing the number of Slave States, they 
wUl allow no amendment to the Constitution prejudicial to 
their Interest; and so, having permanently established 
(heir power, they expect the Federal Judiciarj- to nullify 
all State laws which shall Interfere with Internal or foreign 
commerce In slaves. When the Free States shall be suflS- 
ciently demoralized to tolerate these designs, they reason- 
ably conclude that Slavery will be accepted by those States 
themselves. I shall not stop to show how speedy or how 
complete would be the ruin which the accomplbiiment of 
these slaveholding schemes would bring upon the country. 
For one, I should not remain in the country to test the sad 
experiment. Having spent my manhood, though not my 
vrhole life, in a Free State, no aristocracy of any kind, 
much less an aristocracy of slaveholders, shall ever make 
the laws of the land in which I shall be content to live. 
Ha>ing seen the society around me universally engaged in. 
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agritHlture, manufactures and trade, wliich were innocent 
and beneficent, I sliall never be a denizen of a State 
where men and women are reared as cattle, and bought 
and sold as merchandise. When that evil day ahall come, 
and all further effort at resistance shall be impossible, 



office had been filled by slaveholders thirty-two out of 
forty years. _ . , , , . 

In 1S86, Martin Van Buren— the first non-slavchoUhng 
citi'/.en of a Free State to whose election the Democratic 
party ever consented— signalized Ills inauguration into the 
I'rusidency, by a gratuitous annoimconient, that under no 



e ismy country." i -lo-w, mc Duujti,!, ui<»uu.^.....h — - - 

■s are e.xtravagaut and ' Columbia and m the national dock-yards and arsenals, 
)• but thev are so only | was brought before Congress by repeated popular appeals. 
ilde« must and can be The Uenuicratic party thereupon promptly demod the riglit 
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home, "Where liberty dwelU, there ismy country." 1 1>«, the subject of.abollshlns_fcla^ery in_ tht l.i»tiia oi 

You will tell me that these fears 
chimerical. I answer, they are so ; 

concerned. 

From lsi40 to 1S4.3, good and wise men counselled that 
Te.\as should remain outside of the Union until she 
should consent to relinquish her self-instituted slavery; 
but the Democratic party precipitated her admission into 
the Union, not only without that condition, but evea 
with a covenant tluxt the State niiglit be divided and 
reorganized so as to constitute four tlave States instead 
" one. 

In 1S4C, when the United States became involved in a 
war with Me.\ico, and it was apparent that the struggle 
would end in the dismemberment of that republic, wliich 
was a non-slaveholduig power, the Deiiiucialie party 
rejected a declaration tiiat Slavery sliould not be estab- 
lished within the territory to be aeciuired, M hen, in 
ISit), govtTiiuients were to be instituted in the Territo- 
ries of California and New-Mexico the fruits of that war, 
the Democratic jiarty refused to admit New-Mexico us a 
Free State, and only consented to admit Califoi iiia uti a 
Free i-tate on the condition, as it has since explained tlie 
transaction, of leaving all of New-Mexico iiiiu Ltali open 
to Slavery, to wliich was also added tlie Cl>llce^^ion of 
perpetual Slavery in the Distiict of C'oiumbia, aiid tlie 
i passage of an unconstitutional, cruel, and liii ii:l;at,ii|; 
\ law, for the recapture of fugil.vo slaves, with a lurtliir 
I stipulation that tlie subject of Slavery should never again 
i be agitated in either chamber of Ci>n;;resS. \\ lien, in 



ders them so. Ttiey cannot be defeated by inactivity, 
There is no escape from them, compatible with non-resist- 
ance. How, then, and in what way, shall the necessary 
resistance be made V There is only one way. The Demo- 
cratic party must be permanently dislodged from the Gov- 
ernment. The reason is, that the Democratic party is iii- 
e.\tricably committed to the designs of the slaveholders, 
which 1 have described. Let me be well understood. I do 
not charge that the Democratic candidates fur public oHice 
now before the people are pledged to, much less that the of^one. 
Democratic masses who support them really adoi)t, those 
atrocious and dangerous designs. Candidiites may, and 
generally do, mean to act justly, wisely, and patriotically, 
when they shall be elected ; but they become the ministers 
and servants, not the dictators, of the power which elects 
them. The policy which a party shall pursue at a future 
period is only gradually developed, depending on the oc- 
currence of events never fully foreknown. The motives 
of men, whether acting as electors, or in any other capa- 
citv, are generally pure. Nevertheless, it is not more true 
that " Hell is paved with good intentions," tlian it is that 
earth is covered with wrecks resulting from innocent and 
amiable motives. 

The very constitution of the Democratic party commits 
It to execute all the designs of the slaveholders, whatever 
they may be. It is not a party of the whole Union, of all 
the Free States and of all the Slave States ; nor yet is it a 
party of the Free States in the North and in the Northwest ; 

but i ■ ' " ' " 

seat 
chielly 
tatives 
uniformly 

tfm ?epr«en;::t(^ :;^''^^:i^M'oi'\i:^2:^rii:;vr^ \ vUuOe should ever exist withi.1 that l-n of tlu. a,;cU;nt 
the Democratic party of this strength, and it would be a tenitoiy ot • \V . ., ^! I .T" ; 1 1,^^ '^^^^ 
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A party is, in one sense, a joint-stock association, m 
which those who contribute, most direct the action and 
management of the concern. The slaveholders contribut- 
ing in an overwhelmniiig proportion to the capital strength 



andai>plied to lie admitted as a Free Mate into the L'nioii, 
the Democratic party i.-onteiiiptuously rejected tlieirpij- 
titicn and drove tiiuiii, with menaces iuui intinruiatious, 



oAhe Democratic p^irty, \l4 nece^aiUy dictate and pre- 1 .;om^ 



scribe its policy. The inevitable caucus system enables them 
to do so with a show of fairness and justice. If it were pos- 
sible to conceive for a moment that the Democratic party 
should disobey tlie behests of the slaveholders, we should 
then see a withdrawal of the slavelioldeis, which would 
leave the party to perish. The portion of the party which 
Is found in the Free States is a luere appendage, conve- 
nient to modify its sectional character, without iiiiiiairing 
Its sectional constitution, and is less ellective in regulating 
its movement than the nebulous tail of the comet is in de- 
termining the appointed though apparently eccentric 
course of the fiery sphere from which it emanates. 

To expect the Democratic party to resist Slavery and 
favor Freedom, is as unreasonable as to look for I'rotestant 
missionaries to the Catholic Propaganda of Itome. The 
history of the Democratic party commits it to the policy 
of Slavery. It has been the Democratic party, and no 
other agency, which has carried that policy up to its pre- 
sent alarming culmination. Without stopiihig to ascertain, 
critically, the origin of the present Democratic party, we 
may concede Its claim to date from the era of good feeling 
which occurred under the Administrtition of President 
Monroe. At that time, in tliLs State, and about that time 
in many others of the Free States, the Democratic party 
deliberately disfranchised the free colored, or African citi- 
»en, and it has pertinaciously contbiued this disfranchise- 
ment ever since. This was an effective aid to Slavery ; 
for while the slaveholder votes for liLs slaves agtiinst Free- 
dom, the freed slave In the Free States is proldbited from 
voting against Slavery. 

In 1S'.!4, the Democracy rc-'^tcd tlie election of John 
Quincy Adams— himself before that time an acceptable 
Democrat -and in 1S28, It expelled him from the I'resi. 
dency, and put a slaveholder la his place, although the 



military power to enloice their Mibmi»>ioii to a slave 
code, »2,liiblis!icd over them by fraud and usurpatiou. 
At every bubse(iui;nl stage of the long contest which liiis 
since raged in Kansas, the Democratic party has lentils 
symiialliies, its aid, and all tliepmve.s of the (<ove:iiiiitiil 
widen it controlled, to enfoice slavery upon that unwil- 
ling and injured people. .\nd iio>i--, even at this day, 
while it mocks us wan tlie assurance liiat Kansas is free, 
the Democrat. c party keeps the Mate ejicluded from lier 
just and proper place hi the Union, under the liuiie that 
alie may be ilragooned into the accepiaiice id .Slavury. 

'J he Democratic pariy, liiially, has p.ocnred f.oiii a 
Supreme Judiciary, 'jxed in .to iiiieie. t,a tlcc.ce thai 
Slavery exists by force of the (..onsliti.t:oii in every Terri- 
tory of the United States, paiaiuount to iill legislative 
authority either willun the Terriioiy, ur residing in Cou- 
gress. 

Such is the Democratic party. It lia.s no policy. State 
or Federal, for llnaiice or trade, or n.anul'acture, or com- 
niurce, or education, or internal improvements, or for the 
protection or even the secuiityof civil or religious lib- 
erty. It is positive and uncomiiromising in the interest 
of Slavtry — negative, comproniishif; and vacillating, to 
Teg.ard to evervthini; else. It boasts its love of ciiuality 
and wastes Its strength, and even Its life, In fortifying the 
only aristocracy known In the land. It professes frater- 
nity, and, so often as Slavery requires, allies Itself with 
proscription. It ma^mifies Itself for conquests In foreign 
land.»., but it sends tiio national eagle forth always with 
chains, and not t!ie olive branch, in his fiinps. 

This dark record shows you, fellow citizens, what I 
was unwilling to announce at an etirllcr stage of thli 
arpument, that of the whole nefarious schedule of slave- 
holding designs which I have submitted to you, the Demo* 
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cratic party has left only one yet to be consummated— 1 too conservative forothers. As If any party ever foresaw 
the abrogation of the law which forbids tlie African slave so clearly the course of future events as to plan a univt r- 
trade. |sal scheme for future action, adapted to all possible 

Now, I know very well tliat the Democratic party has, i eniergencits. Who would ever have joined even tlie Uliig 
, every stage of these proceedings, disavowed the motive I part.v of tlie Revolution, if it had been obliged to answer, 
' " ■ ' in 1775, wlielher It would declare for Independence in 

1770, and for this noble Fedcial Constitution of ours in 
I7i57, and not a year earlier or later? 

The people of the United States will be as wise next 
year, and the year afterward, and even ten years hence, 
as we are now. 'i'hey will oblige the llepublican party 
to act as the public welfare and the interests of justice 
and humanity shall require, through all the stages of its 
career, whether of trial or triuin))li. 

OthCiS will not venture an effort, because they fear 
that the Union would not endure the change. Uill 
such objectois tell me how long a Constitution can bca/ 
a siiain diieclly along the fibres of which it is com- 
posed ? This is a Constitution of Freedom. It is being 
converted into a Constitution of J'laveiy. It is a repub- 
lican Constitution, ll is being made an aristocratic one. 
Otheis wish to wait until some collateral (jueitions con- 
cerning temperance, or the exercise of the elective fran- 
chise are inojicrly settled. Let ine ask all such pe. sons, 
whether t.me enough lias imt been wasted on ihe^e 
])oints already, without gaining any otiier than this 
single advantage, namely, the. discovery tliat o!!ly otic 
thing can be eUectualiy done at one time, and iliat tlie 
one thing which must and will be dune at any one time 
is just that tiling which is most urgent, and will no 
lonjjer admit, of postponement or delay. Finally, «e 
.•i:e told by faint-hearted men tliat they de.--i)oiid; tne 
WeiiKiciatic party, they say, is unconquerable, iiiid the 
dominion of tflavery is consequently inevitable. 1 
repl.v to tliem, that the complete and universal dominion 
of i<laveiy would be intoleiUble e: ougli when it should 
have coine aftci' the last possible elfoi l to escape should 
have been made. The.e would, in that ease, be left to 
us the coiK-ioLng reflection of fidel ty to duty. 

liul Z reply, furthe ■, that I know — few, 1 think, know 
better than 1— the resou.ces and energies of the Uemo- 
cratic party, which is identical with the fclave Power. I 
do ample prestige to its traditional popularity 1 know 
fu:thei — lew, 1 think, know better tlian 1 — the ditli- 
cult.es and disadvantages of o gan.zing a new political 
fo.ce l.ke the Uepublican party, and the obstacles it 
must encounter in iabor.ng without prestige and without 
Iiatroiiage. liut, notwithstanding all this, I know that 
the Denioc.aiic iiarly must go down, and that the Ue- 
publican party must rise into its place. The l»<!mo- 
calio pa.ty derived its stiengtli, originally, from its 
adoption of the principles of equal and exact justice to 
all men. l-o long as it practiced this iirincijile faith- 
fully, it was hj vulnerable. It became vulnerable when 
it renounced the piinciple. and since that time it has 
ma.niamed itself, not by virtue of its own strength, or 
even of its t.adit.onal me. its, but because there as yet 
had appeared in tl'e political ileld no other party that 
had the conscience and the courage to lake up, and 
avow, and practice the life-insinring piincjileti which 
tlie iJemocratic jiaity had suriendered. At hist, the 
Kepublican paity has appeared. It avows now, iis the 
Keimblicaii paity of ISUO did, in one word, iis faith and 
its works, Kqual and exact justice to all men." Even 
when it lirst entered the lield, only half o.ganized, it 
struck a blow which only just failei! to secure complete 
and triumphant victory. In this, its second campaign, 
it has already won advantages which render that tri- 
umph notv both easy and ce.tain. 

The secret of its assured success lies in that very char- 
acteristic which, in the iiioulh of scollers, constitutes its 
great and histhig imbecility and reproach. It lies in 
the fact that it is a party of one idea ; but that idea is a 
noble one — an idea that hlls and expands all generous 
souk; the idea of equality -the equal. ty of all men be- 
fore human tribunals and human laws, as they all are 
equal before tlie Divme tribunal and Divine laws. 

1 know, and you know, that a revolut.on has begun. 
I know, and all the woild knows, that revolutions never 
_ _ go backward. Twenty ^enatoI•s and a hundred Kepre- 

pIedges,'progranimes, and platforms, but' by the public [ seniatives prsclaiin boldly in Congress to-day sentiments 
exigencies, and the temper of the peojile when they call 1 and opinions and panciples of F.eedoni which hardly so 
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and the pol.cy of fortifying and extending Slavery, and 
has excused them on entirely diU'erent and more plausi- 
ble grounds. But the inconsistency and frivolity of 
these plciu; prove still more conclusively the guilt 1 
charge uiion that party. It must, indeed, try to excuse 
such guilt before mankind, and even to the consciences 
of its own adherents. There is an instinctive abhorrence 
of Slavery, and an inborn and inhering love of Freedom 
in the human heart, which renders palliation of such 
gross misconduct indispensable. It disfranchised the free 
African on the ground of a fear that, if left to enjoy the 
right of suffrage, he might seduce the free while citi- 
zen iii<o amalgamation with his wronged and despised 
race. The Jjemocratic party condemned and deposed 
John Quincy Adam.s, because he expended .$12,OOU,000 a 
year, while it justilies his favored successor in spend. ng 
$70,UUU,UU0, $bO,000,OUO, and even $1 0,Ot!0,OUO, a year, 
ll denies emancipation in the District of Columbia, even 
with compensation to masters and the consent of the 
people, on ilie ground of an implied constitutional inhi- 
bition, although the Constitution e.\'pressly confe.s ujion 
Congress sovereign legislative jiower in that District, and 
although the Democratic party is tenacious of the prin- 
ciple ol alrict construction. It vicjlaled llie express jiro- 
visioiis of the Constituiiun in .'■upiiressing pitiiiun and 
debate on the subject of Slaveiy, tiirough tear of dis- 
turbance of the public hainiouy, ultliougli it claims that 
the electors have a right to in.^lruct their representatives, 
and even demand ilieir resignation in cases of coniu- 
iiiacy. ll exteniled Slavery over Texas, and connived at 
the attempt to spread it across the iMt;xican territories, 
even to the shores of the I'acilic Octan, under a plea oi 
enlarging the uiea of Freedom. It abrcgaied the Mexi- 
can slave law and the Missouri Compromise pr>iliiliitiun 
of Slavery in Kansas, not to 0|ien tlie new Territori=s to 
Slavery, but to try therein the new iind fascinating 
theories of Non-initrvention and Popular Severe gmy; 
and, finally, it overthrew both these new and elegant 
systems by the Knglish l>i;coni|iton bill and the Died 
Scott decision, on tlie ground thai the Free States ought 
not to enter the Union without a population cqu.il to the 
representative basis of one men. bei of Congress, altliDUgli 
Slave States niiglii come in without inspection as to iheir 
numbers. 

AVill any member of the Democratic pariy now here 
claim that the authorities chosen by the suffrages of the 
parly transcended iheir jiartisan platforms, and so misre- 
presented the party in the various transactions 1 have 
recited? Then 1 ask him to name one Denioc.utic 
statesman or legislator, f. oin Van Bureu to Walker, 
who either tiniiiily or cautiously like them, or boldly or 
deliantly like Douglas, ever refused to execute a 
behest of t.lie slaveholders, and was not therefo.', and 
for no other cause, immediately denounced, and de- 
jiosed fi 0111 his trust, and repuuiated by the Democratic 
party for tliat contumacy. 

1 tliink, fellow-citizens, that I have sliown you that it 
is high time for the f. iends of Freedom to rush to the 
rescue of the Constitution, and that their very lirst duty 
is to dismiss the .Democratic party from the administiu- 
tion of the Ciovernmeiit. 

W hy shall it not be done? All agree that it ought to 
be done. Wlia', then, shall jneveiit its being done? 
Nothing but timidity or division of the opponents of the 
Democratic paity. 

Some of these oiiponents start one objection, and some 
another. Let us notice these objections brielly. Une 
class say that they cannot trust the Kepublican party ; 
that it has not avowed its hostility to Slavery boldly 
enough, or its affection for F. eedom earnestly enough. 

I ask in reply, is there ;uiy other party which can be more 
safely ti usted ? Kvery one knows thai it is the Uepublican 
party or none, that shall displace the Democratic party, 
Dut I answer further, that the character and lidel.ty 
of any party arc determined, necessarily, not by its 



it into activity. Subsei viency to Slavery is a law writ' 
tea not only on the forehead of the Deniociatic party, 
but also in its vciy soul— so resistance to Slavery, and 
devotion to Freedom, tliu popular elements now ac- 
tively working for the Uepublican party among the peo- 
ple, must and will be the resources fur its ever-renewing 
strength nud constant invigoration. 

Others cannot support the Uepublican party, because it 
it has not sulliciently exiiosed its platform, and deter- 
mined what it will do, and what it mil not do, wliea 



triumphant. It may prove too progroBBlve for some, and ' Freedom forever. 



many men, even .n this f ee State, dared to utter in their 
owiriiomes twenty years ago. While the (.iovcrnment 
of the United States, under the conduct- of the Demo- 
cratic pa.ty, has been all that time suirendering one 
plain and castle after another to Slavery, the peojile of 
the United Slates have been no less steadily and perse- 
vc.ingly gathering together the forces with which to re- 
cover back again all the fields and all the castles which 
have been lost, and to confound and overthrow, by one 
decisive blow, the betrayers of the Constitution and 
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''NEGRO SLAVERY NOT UNJLST." 



A SPEECH BY CHARLES O'COXOR, 
At the Union Meeting at the Avtulciny of Music, New York Citij^ Bee. 19, lSo9. 



Mil. Mayor and Gkstlkmkn : I cannot exptvss to you 
tilt; ilfliglil which I txpericiice in belioliliui; in lliia gioiit 
ciiy SL> Vast an asicnibly of niy Mlow ciiixeiij, coiivcncd 
fiT tliu purpose stated in your resoluiioni. X aiu deligtit- 
ed beyond measure to beliold at tliis time so vast iiu 
assembly responding to tlie call of a body so respectable 
a-" tlie twenty iliousand New Vorliers wlio iiave convened 
tills meeting. If anything can give assurance to tiiose wiio 
doulil, and oontidence to those who may have had mis- 
givi:igj as to liie permanency of our institutions, and the 
soiiiliiy of the support wliich the people of the Nortli are 
juvpared to give them, it is that i . the queen ciiy of the 
^'e•.v World, HI the capital of North America, there is 
as^einliled a meeting so large, so respectable, and so 
uiiiiniinous ad this meeting lias shown itself to be iii re- 
(.■-•iViiig senliniencs winch, if observ'ed, must jirotect our 
Union from destruction, and even from danger. (Ap- 
plause.) Gentlemen, is it not a subject of astonishnieiit 
tii.it the idea of danger, and the stilt more dreadful idea 
of dissoUition, should be heard from the lips of an Ameri- 
can citizen, at tliis day, in reference to, or in uonneetioii 
with, the sacred name of this nio:!t sacred Union V 
(Applause.) Why gentlemen, what is our Union ? Wiiiit 
are its antecedents? What is its present condition ? If 



told in the legislative assemblies of our Northern States, 
not merely by speakers, but by distinct resolutions of the 
whole boiiy — we are told by genilemen occupying seals in 
the Congress of the Union through the voles of Northern 
peiiple — that the Consliiution seeus to eii>lirine, to jirotect, 
to defend ii iiiuii.-truus crime agaiimt justice ami liuiiiaiiity, 
and ihiil it is our duty to nefeat in provisions, to outwit 
them , if we cannot otherwise get rid of their elleet, and to 
trample upon the rk'lits which if. Iim^ deohired shall be pro- 
tected and insured' to our bretmvii of the South. (Ap- 
plause.) That is now the doctrine advocuted. And I ask 
wliether that doctrine, necessarily involving the destruc- 
tion of our Union, shall be permitted to prevail as it has 
hitherto prevailed Uentleinen, I trust j ou will excuse ine 
for deliberately coming up to and meeting this (luestioii — 
Wot seeking to captivate your fancies l.>y u tricli of words 
— not seeking to e.\alt your imaginntions liy declamation 
or by any ellort at oloiiuence — Init meeting this iiuestiou 
gravely, sedately, and soberly, and asking you what is to 
be our course in relation to W; tientlemeii, the (Jonstitu. 
tion guarantees to the [leoiile of the tioutherii States the 
protection of their slave jiroperty. In that respect it is a 
solemn compact between the Nt'rth and the South. As a 
solemn compact are we at liberty to violate itv (Cries of 



we ward oil' the evils which thre.ilen it, wliat its future j '• No, no !") .\re we at liberty to seek or take atiy mean, 
hi<pe for us and for the great family of mankind ? Why i petty advantage of it? (Cries of " No, no !") Are we at 
gentlemen, ii may well be said of this Union as a govern- ; liberty to con over its i)arlicular words, and to restrict and 
meiit, that as it is the last olT^^pring, so is it Time's most j to limit its operation, so as to acquire, under such narrow 
glorious and beneficent production. Gentlemen, we are j construction, a pretence of right by hostile and adverse 
created by an Omniscient Being. We ?.re created by a i legislation? ("No, no!")— to interlVre with the interests. 



Ueiiig not only All-Seeing, but All-Powerful and AU-Wi.-e 
And in the benignity and the farseeing wisdom of ilis 
power, lie permitted the great family of mankind to live 
00, to advance, to improve, step by step, and yet pennit- 
ted five thousand years and upward to elapse ere ile laiil 
the foundation of a truly free, a tridy liapiiy, and a truly 
independent empire. It was not, g'^ntlemen, until that 
great length of time had elapsed, that the earth was 
deemed mature for laying the foundations of th.s iiiigmy 



Wound the feelings, and tramjile on the poUtical rights of 
our Southern fellow-citizens? ("No, no, no!") No, gentle- 
men. If it be a compact, and has anything sacreil in it,we are 
bound to observe it in good faith, honestly and honorably, 
not merely to the 4etter, but fully to the spirit, and not in 
any inhicing, half-way, unfair, or illiberal construction, 
seeking to satisfy the letter, to give as little as we can, ami 
thereby to defeat the s])irit. (Applause.) That may be the 
way that some men keep a contract about the sale of a house 



and prosperous State. It was then that He inspired ibe or of a chattel, but it is not the way honest men observe con- 
noble-minded and chivalrous Genoese to set forth uiiuo tracts, even in relation to the most trivial things. (" True," 
the trackless ocean and discover the empire that we now | and applause.) What has been done, having a tendency 
enjoy. But a few years, comparatively, had elapied | to disturb liarmoiiy under this Couftitution, and to break 
when tliere was raiseil up in this blessed laud a set of men i down and destroy the union now existing between these 
whose like had never before existed upon the face of this States? Why, gentlemen, at an earlv period the subject 



earth. Men unequalled in their iierceplinns of the true 
principles of justice, in their comprelieiisive benevolence, 
in their capacity to lay safely, jusily, soundly, and with 
all the qualities which should insure permanency, the 
foundations of an empire. It was in I77(i, and in this 
country, that there assembled the first, the very first, 
assembly of rational men who ever proclaimed, in clear 
and undeniable form, the immutable principles of liberiy, 
and consecrated, to all time I trust, in the face of tyrant.^, 
and in opposition to thiir power, the rlgnts ofnatiutis anil 
the rights of men, (Applause.) These patriots, as soon 
as the storm of war had passed away, sat down and 
framed that instrument upon which our Union rests, tlie 
Constitution of the United States of .Vmerica. (Appiausv.) 
And the question now before us is neither more nor less 
than this: whether that Constitution, consecrated by the 



of Slavery, as a mere philosophical question, was discii.ssed 
by many, and its justice or injustice made the subject of 
argument leading to various opinions. It mattered little 
how long this discu-s.sion should last, while it was conlined 
within such limits. If it had only led to the formation of 
societies like the Shakers, who do not believe in matri- 
mony; societies like (ho people of Utah, destined to a 
short career, who believe In too much of it (laughter) ; or 
societies of people like the strong-minded women of our 
country, who believe that women ar.' much better <iuali- 
fied than men to perform the fan';lioiia and offices usually 
performed by men (laughter) — and who probably would, 
if they had their way, ("imply change the order of proceed- 
ings, and transfer the htisbaiid to the kitchen, and them- 
selves to the Held or the cabinet. (Laugliter and ap- 
plause.) So long, I say, as this sentimentality touching 



bloodshed in that glorious Uevolution, consecrated by I Slavery conSned itself to the formation of parties iind so 
the signature of the most illustrious niau who ever lived, | cletles of this description, it certainly could do no great 
George Wasliington (applau.se)— whether that instrument, harm, and we might satisfy ourselves witli the maxim that 



accepted by the wisest and by the best of that day, and 
accepted in convention, one by one, in each and every 
State of this Union — that instrument from which so many 
blessings have Uown— whether that instrument was ci>n- 
ceived m crime, is a chapter of abominations (cries of 
"No, no,") is a vlolatiim of justice, is a league between 
strong-handed but wicked-hearted white men to oppress, 
und impoverish, and plunder their fellow-creatures, con- 
trary to rectitude, honor and Justice. (Applause.) This 
is the question, neither more nor less. We are toll from 
pulpits, we aro told from the political rostrum, yc a;« 



Error can do little harm sus long as truth is left free to com- 
bat it." Itul unfortunately gentlemen, this sentimentality 
I hits found its way out of the meeting-houses— from among 
pious people, assemblies of speculative pliilosophers, and 
societies formed to benefit the inhabitants of Ilarioboola* 
gha — it has found its way into tlie, heart of the seipsh ppU- 
tician ; it has been made tlie'war-cry of party ; it lialTDeen 
made the instrument wbcrchy to elevate not merely to 
personal distinction and socinl rank, but to political power 
Throughout the non-slaveholding States of this Union, tneii. 
have been thus elevated who advocate a course of con- 
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duct necessarily exasperating the South, and the natural 
elTect of wliose teachings renders the Southern people inse- 
cure in their property and their lives, making it a matter 
of doubt eacli night whether they can safely retire to their 
slumbers without sentries and guards to protect them 
against incursions from the North. I say the eU'ect has 
been to elevate, on the strength of this sentiment, such 
men to power. And what is the result — the condition of 
things at this day ? AVhy, gentlemen, the occasion that 
calls us together is the occurrence of a raid upon the 
State of Virginia by a few misguided fanatics — followers of 
these doctruies, with arms in tlieir Iiands, and hdut upon 
rapine and murder. I called them followers, but they 
should be deemed leaders. They were the best, the bravest, 
and the most virtuous of all the abolition party. (Ap- 
jdause.) On the Lord's day, at the hour of still repose, 
they armed the bondman with pikes brought from the 
North, that he might slay his master, his master's wife, and 
his master's little children. And imniediately succeeding to 
it — at this very instant— what is the political question pend- 
ing before Congress ? 

A book substantially encouraging the same course of 
provocation toward the South which has been long pur- 
sued, is openly recommended to circulation by sixty-eight 



compact, to separate from us and to dissolve it ? Why 
gentlemen, the greatness and glory of the American name 
will then be a thing of yesterday. The glorious llevo- 
luiion of the thirteen States will be a devolution not 
achieved by us, but by a nation that has ceased to exist. 
The name of ^Vashington will be, to us at least at the 
North (cheers), but as the name of Julius Cajsar, or of 
some other great hero who has lived in times gone by, 
whose nation has perished and exists no more. The 
Declaration of Independence, what will that be ? Why, 
the declaration of a State that no longer has place 
among the nations. All these bright and glorious recol- 
lections of the past must cease to be our property, and 
become mere memorials of a by-gone race and people. 
A line must divide the North from the South. W.'iat will 
be the consequences ? Will this mighty city— growing 
as it now is, with wealth pouring into it from every por- 
tion of this mighty empire— will it continue to flourish as 
it has done ? iCries of " No, no 1"; Will your marble 
palaces that line Broadway, and raise their proud tops 
toward the sky, continue to increase, until, as is now 
promised under the Union, it shall present the most 
glorious picture of wealth, prosperity, and happiness, 
that the world has ever seen ? (Applause.) No ! gen- 



members of your Congress. (Cries of " Shame, on them," tlemen, no ! such things cannot be. I do not say that 

"...I 1.:......=. 1 _ijQnn.i>.r>ur./in/i in u-,t ^yjn gtarvc, that WB Will pcrlsh, Bs a people, if we 

separate from the South. I admit, that if the line be 
drawn between us, they will have their measure of pros- 
perity, and we will have ours ; but meagre, small iu the 
extreme, compared with what is existing and promised 
under our Union, will be the prosperity of each. 

Truly has it been said here to-night, that we were 
made for each other; separate us, and although you 
may not destroy us, you reduce each to so low a scale 
that well might humanity deplore the evil courses that 
brought about the result. True, gentlemen, we would 
have left, to boast of, our share of ttie glories of the Uevo- 
lution. The Northern States sent forth to tlie conflict 
their bands of heroes, and shed their blood as freely as 
those of the South. But the dividing hue would take 
away from us the grave of Washington. It is iu his own 
beloved Virginia. (Applause and cheers.; It is in the 
State and near the spot where this treason that has been 
growing up in the North, so lately culminated in violence 
and bloodshed. V.'e would lose the grave— we would 
lose all connection with the name of AVashington. But 
our philanthropic and pious friends who lain would 
lead us to this result, would, of course, comfort us with 
the consoling reflection that we had the glorious memory 
of John Bro\i-n in its place. (Great laughter and cheei :,.* 



applause, and hisses.) — Uecommended to circulation by 
sixty-eight members of your Congress, all elected in North- 
ern States (hisses and applause)-^every one, I say, elected 
from non-slaveholding States. And with the assistance of 
their associates, some of whom hold their oDices by your 
votes, there is great danger that they_ will elect to the 
liighest olUce in that body, where he will sit as a repre- 
sentative of the whole North, a man who united in causing 
that book to be distributed through the South, carrying 
poison and death in its polluted leaves. (" Hang him !" 
and applause.) Is it not fair to say that this great and 
glorious Union is menaced when such a state of things is 
found to exist? when such an act is attempted? Is it 
reasonable to exjiect that our brethren of the South will 
calmly tit down (" No") and submit quietly to such an 
outrage? (Cries of " No, no.") Why, gentlemen, we 
greatly exceed them in numbers. The non-slaveholding 
States are by far tlie more populous ; they are increasing 
daily in numbers and in jiojiulation, and we may soon 
overwhelm tlie Southern vote. If we continue to fill the 
halls of legislation with abolitionists, and jiermit to occupy 
the executive chair men who declare themselves to be en- 
li.<ted in a crusade against Slavery, and against the pro- 
visions of the Constitution which secure tiiat species of 
property, what can we reasonably expect from tlie people 
of the South but that they will pronounce the Constitution, 
with all its glorious associations, with all its sacred memo- 
ries — this Union, with its manifold present and promised 
blessings— an unendurable evil, threatening to crush and 
to destroy their most vital interests— to nmke their coun- 
try a wilderness. Why should we expect them to submit 
to such a luie of conduct on our part, and recognize us as 
brethren, or unite with us in perjietuating the Union? 

For my part I do not see anything unjust or unreason- 
able in the declaration often made by Southern members 
on this subject. Thev tell us : " If you will thus assail 
us with incendiary pamphlets, if you will thus create a 
spirit in your country which leads to violence and blood- 
shed among us, if you will assail the institution upon 
which the prosperity of our country de|)ends, and will ele 



Are you, gentlemen, prepared to make the exchange ? 
(Cries of " No, no.") Shall the tomb of Washington, 
that rises upon the bank of the Potomac, receiving its 
tribute from every nation of the earth— shall that become 
the property of a foreign State— a State hostile to us in 
its feelings, and we to it in ours? Shall we erect a monu- 
ment among the arid hills at North Elba, aud deem the 
piivilege of making pilgrimag-.-s thith'.'r a recompense 
for the loss of every glorious recollection of the past, 
and for our severance from the name of Washington ? 
lie who is recognized as the Father of his Country ? 
(Cries of "No, no," and cheers.) No, gentlemen, we 
are not prepared, I trust, for this sad exchange, this 
fatal severance. We are not prepared, I trust, either to 
part with our glorious past or to give up the advantages 



vale to olUce over us men who are pledged to aid in such ! of our present happy condition. \^ e .-ire not preparea 

I to relinquish our alfection for the South, nor to involve 
. our section in the losses, the deprivation of blessings 
t and advantages necessarily resulting to each from dis 
'■ union. (Jentlemen, we never would have attained the 
] wealth and prosperity as a nation whicli is now ours, 
but for our connection with these very much reviled and 



transactions, and to oppress us by hostile legislation, we 
cannot— much as we revere the Constitution, greatly as 
■we estimate the blessings which would flow from its 
faithful enforcement- we cannot longer depend on your 
compliance with Its injunctions, or adhere to the Union." 
For my part, gentlemen, if the North continues to con 



duct itself in the selection of representatives to the ! injured slaveholders of the Southern States. And, gen- 



Congress of the United States as, from, perhaps a certain 
degree of negligence and inattention, it has heretofore 
conducted itiself, the South is not to be censured if it 
withdraws from the Union. (Hisses and applause. A 
voice — " that's so." Three cheers for the Fugitive Slsve i 
Law.) We are not, gentlemen, to hold a meeting to say 
that " We love this Union ; we delight in H ; we are 
proud of it ; it blesses us, and we enjoy it; but we shall 
fill all its oflices with men of our own chaosing, and, our 
brethren of the South, you whall enjoy its glorious past ; 
you shall enjoy its mighty recollections ; but it shall 
trample your institutions in the dust." We have no 
right to say it. We have no right to exact so much ; 
and an opposite and entirely dilferent course, fellow- 
citizens, must be ours— must bo the course of the great 
North, if we would preserve this Union. (Applause, 
aud cries of " Good.") 

And, gentlemen, what is this glorious Union? What 
must we sacrifice if wo exasperate our bicthren of the 
South, and compel them, by Injcslice and breac . >f 



tlemen, if dissolution is to take place, we must part with 
i the trade of the South, and thereby surrender our partir 
I cipatioa in the wealth of the South. Nay, more— we arc 
I told from good authority that we must not only part 
with the slaveholding States, but that ouryoutiger sister 
I with the golden crown— rich, teeming California, she 
who added the final requisite to our greatness as a 
nation— will not come with us. She will remain with 

the South. ..... A 

(JeiitlL-iuen, if we allow this course of injustice toward 
the South to continue, these are to be the consequences- 
evil to us, evil al.'o to them. JIuch of all that we are 
most prouil of; much of all that contributes to our pros^ 
perity and greatness as a nation, musi pass away froui 
us. 

The question is — should we perm't it to be continued, 
and .submit to all these evils? 1< there any reason to 
justify Kuch a course? Thert is a reason preached to as 
lor periuiitiiig it. We are told that Slavery U unjust ; we 
are loU ihatii is a matter of couscieuce to put ii down; 
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iiiiil tiiac wliiitever treaties or compacts, or laws, or con- 
siiiuliouj, have been made to sanction and uphold it, it 
idsti.l uuliuly, ami that we are bound to trample upon 
treiilies, compacts, laws, and constitutions, and to stand 
oy wliiit tlK-ae men arrogantly tell us is the law of Ood 
uad a ruiuUvmenial principle of natural justice. Indeed, 
gentlemen, iliese two things are not distinguishable. Tiie 
law of God and natural justice, as between man and man, 
are one and tlie same. The wisest philosopher uf ancient 
times — lieatlien philosophers — said, The rule of conduct 
buiween man and man is, to live honestly, to injure no 
man, and to render to every man his due. In words far 
more direct and empliatic, in words of the most perfect 
comprehensiveness, the Saviour of the world gave us the 
same rule in one slioit sentence — " Love thy neighbor as 
thyieif." (Applause.) Now, speaking between us, people 
of ihe North and our brethren of the South, I ask you to 
act upon this maxim— the maxim of the heathen — the 
command of the living God : " Uender to every man his 
due," " Love thy neighbor as thyself." (Applause.) Thus 
we should act and feel *.oward the South. Upon that 
imixun wldch came fromlllm of Nazareth we should act 
toward tiie South, but without putting upon it any new- 
luiigied, modern interpretation. We should neitlier say 
nor think that any Gospel ministerof thisday is wiser than 
God hiiuselt— than He who gave us tlie Gi>sp- 1. These 
maxims should govern between us and our brethren of the 
South. But, gentlemen, the question is this: Do these 
iiiaximsjustify the assertion of tliose who seek to invade 
the riguts of the South, by proclaiming negro Slavery 
uiijujt ? That is the point to which this great argument, 
involving the fate of our Union, must now come. Is 
nt'gro Slavery unjust ? If it be unju;it, it violates the 
first rule of hutnaii conduct, " Render to every man his 
due." If it be unjust, it violates the law of God, wliich 
says, Love thy neighbor as thyself." for that law requires 
that we should perpetrate no injustice. Gentlemen, if it 
could be maintained that negro Slavery is unjust, is thus 
in conllict with the law of nature and the law of God, 
perhaps I mi;'ht be prepared— perhaps we all ought to be 
prepared to go with that distinguished man to whom 
allusion is frequently made, and say, there is a " higher 
law " which compels us to trample Ijieneath our feet, as a 
wicked and unholy compact, the Constitution established 
by our fathers, with all the blessings it secures to their 
cliildren. But I insist— and that is tne argument which we 
must meet, and on which we must come to a conclusion 
that shall govern our ac'.ion in the future selection of re- 
presentatives in the Congress of the United States—/ 
iimi.it ilMt negro Slavery is not unjust. (Long con- 
tinued applause.) It is not unjust; it is just,wis6, and 
beneficent. (Hisses, followed by applause, and cries of 
" Put him out.") Let him stay, gentlemen. 

I'KESIDBNT.— Let him stay there. Order. 

Mr. O'Conok. — Serpents may hiss, but good men will 
hear. (Cries again of "Put him out;" calls to order; 
confusion for a time.) 

Tub I'kesidkst.— If anybody hisses here, remember that 
every one has his own peculiar way of expressing liim- 
self, and as some birds only understand hissing, they 
must hiss. (Applause.) 

Mb. O'Cosob. — Gentlemfin, there is an animal upon 
this earth that has no faculty of making its sentiments 
known in any other way than by a hiss. I am for equal 
rights. (Three cheers were liere given for Mr. O'Conor, 
three for Gov, Wise, and three groans for John Brown.) 
I beg of you, gentlemen, all of you who are of my mind at 
least, to preserve silence, and leave the hissing animal in 
the full enjoyment of his natural privileges. (Cries of 
" Good, good," laughter and sipplause.) The first of our 
race that oITended was tauglit to do so by that hissini; 
animal. (Laughter and applause.) The first human 
society that was ever broken up through sin and discord, 
had its happy union dissolved by tlie entrance of that 
animal. (Applause.) Therefore I say it is his privilege to 
hiss. Let him hiss on. (Cries of "Good, good," laughter 
and applause.) Gentlemen, 1 will not detain you mucli 
longer. (Cries of "Go on, go on.") I maintain tliat 
negro Slavery is not unjust— (a voici, — "No, sir," ap- 
plause,) tnat it is benign in its inQuence upon the wliite 
man and upon the black. (Voices—'' That's so, that's 
80," applause.) I maintain that it is ordained t>y na- 
ture; that it is a necessity of both races; that, in cll- 
tnates where the black race car live and prosper, nature 
herself enjoins correlative duties on the black man and 
on the white, which cannot be performed except by the 
preservation, and, if the hissiuj; gentleman please, the 
perpeiuation of negro Slavery. 

I am fortified in this opinion by the highest tribunal in 
our country, that venerable exponent of our institutions, 
and of the principles of justice— the Supreme Court of the 
United States. That court has held, on this subject, what 
viae men will ever pronounce to be sound and just doc- 



I triue. There are some principles well known, well under- 
stood, universally recognized and universally acknow- 
ledged among men, that are not to be found written in con- 
stitutions or in laws. The people of the United States, at 
the formation of our Government, were, as they still are, in 
some sense, peculiarly and radically distingulshal>le from 
other nations. We were white men, of— what is commonly 
called, by way of distinction— the Caucasian race. We 
were a monogamous people ; that is to say, we were not 
Mohammedans, or followers of Joe Smith — with half a ilo- 
zen wives apiece. (Laughter.) It w.is a fundamental 
principle of our civilization that no State could e.\ist or be 
tolerated in this Union, which siiould not, in that respect, 
resemble all the other States of the Union. Some other 
distinctive features might be state(J whicli serve to mark 
us as a people distinct from others, and incapable of asso- 
ciating on terms of perfect political equality, or social 
equality, as friends and fellow-cilizeus, witli some kinds of 
people tlmt are to be found upon the face of the earth. 
As a white nation, we made our Constitution and our laws, 
vesting all political rights in that race. They, and they 
alone, constituted, in every political sense, the American 
people. (Applause.) As to the negro, \yhy, we allowed 
hhn to live under the shadow and protection of our laws. 
We gave him, as we were bound to give liim, protection 
against wrong and outrage ; but we denied to him politiciU 
rights, or the power to govern, We left him, for so lonf a 
period as the community in which he dwelt should so order, 
in the condition of a bondsman. (Applause.) Now, gen- 
tlemen, to tliat condition the negro is assigned i)y nature. 
tCries of "Bravo," and "That's so," and applause.) Kx- 
perience shows that this race cannot prosjier— that they 
become extinct in any cold, or in any very temperate clune ; 
hu; in tlie warm, the extremely warm regions, liis race can 
be perpetuated, and with proper guardiansliip, may pros- 
per. He has ample strength, and is coini)etent to labor, 
but nature denies to hiin eitlier the intellect to govern or 
the willingness to work. (Applause.) Both were denied 
him. That same power wliicli deprived him of the will to 
labor, gave him, in our country, as a recjmpense, a master 
to coerce that duty, and convert him into a useful and val- 
uable servant. (Applause.) I mauitain that it is not in- 
justice to leave the negro in the condition in wliich nature 
|>laced him, and for which alone he is adapted. Fitted 
only for a state of pupilage, our slave system gives liim a 
master to govern him and to supply his deficiencies ; in 
this tliere is no injustice. Neither is it unjust in the master 
to compel him to labor, and thereby ali'ord to that master 
a just compensation in return for the care and talent em- 
ployed in governing him. In this way alone is tiie negro 
enabled to render liimseif useful to himself and to the so 
ciety in which he is pla ced. 

These are tlie princiiiles, gentlemen, wliich the extreme 
measures of abolicionism compel us to enforce. Tliis is 
the ground that we must take, or abandon our cherished 
Union. We must no longer favor political leaders who talk 
about negro Slavery being an evil ; nor must we advance 
tiie indefensible doctrine that negro .Slavery is a thing 
which, although pernicious, Ls to be tolerated merely be- 
cause we have made a bargauj to tolerate it. We must 
turn away from the teachings of faiiatii;ism. We must 
look at negro slavery as it is, remembering that the voice 
of inspiration, as found in tlie sacred volume, nowhere 
condemns the bondage of those who are fit only for bond- 
age. Yielding to the clear decree of nature, and tlie dic- 
tates of sound j)liiloso))hy, we must pronounce tluit insti- 
tution just, benign, lawful and proper. The Constitution 
established by the fathers of our Kepublic, which recog- 
nized it, must be maintained. And that botli may stand' 
togetlier, we must maintain that neither the institution 
itself, nor tlie Constitution which uplioids It, is wicked or 
unjust; but that eacli is sound and wise, and entitled to 
our fullest support. 

We must visit with our execration any man claiming our 
suffrages, who objects to enforcing, with entire good faitli, 
the prorisions of tlie Constitution in favor of negro Slavery, 
or who seeks, by any indirection, to withhold its protection 
from the South, or to get away from its obligations upon 
the North. Let us henceforth support no man for ])ubl!c 
cilice whose speech or action tends to induce assaults upon 
the territory of our Soutliern neighbors, or to generate in- 
surrection within their borders. (Loud applause.) These 
are the principles upon which we must act. Tliis is wliat 
we must say to our brethren of the South. If we have sent 
men into Congress who are false to tliese views, and aro 
seeking to violate the compact which binds us together, wc 
must ask to be for^^ven until we have anotlier chance to man* 
ilest our will at the lialliit-boxes. We must, tell them that 
these men sliail be consigned to privacy (applause), and 
that true men, men faithful to the Con.-.titution, men 
loving; all poriions of tlie country alike, sliall be elecied 
in their stead And, gentlemen, we miiat do mure than 
promise this — we n^ust perform it. (Loud applause, foi- 
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lowed by three cheers for Mr. O'Conor, and a tiger.) But 
a word more, gentlemen, and I liavedone. (Cries of" Go 
oil.") I huve no doubt at all that what I have said to 
you tl is evening will be greatly misrepresented. It is 
very certain that I have not Iiad time enough properly to 
enlarge upon and fully to explain the interealing topics on 
which I have ventured to express myself thus boldly and 
distinctly, tultiiig upon myself the consequences, be they 
what ihey niiiy. (Applause.) But I will say a few words 
hy way uf explanation. I have maintained the justice of 
Slavery ; 1 have maintained it, because I huM that the 
negro is decreed by nature to a state of pupilage under the 
duiiilnion of tlie wiser white man, iii every clime where 
Uud and nature meant the negro should live at all, 
(Applause.) I . ■•ay a state of pupilage; and, that I may 
be riglitly understood, I say that it is the duty of the 
white man to treat him kindly ; that is the interest of the 
white man to treat him kindly, (Applause.) And further, 
it is my belief tliat if the white man, in the States where 
Slavery exists, is not interfered with by the fanatics who 
are now creating these disturbances, whatever laws, 
whatever improvements, whatever variiitions in the con- 
duct of society are necessary for the purpose of enforcing 
in every instance the dictates of interest and Iiunianity, 
as between tije white man and the black, will b(»faith- 
fully and fairly carried out in the progress of that im- 
provement in all these things in which we are engaged. 
It is not pretended that the master has a riglit to slay his 
slave ; i* >t pretended that he has a right to be guilty 
of harshness and inhumanity to his slave. The laws of 
all the Southern States forbid that; we have notthe right 
here at the North to be guilty of cruelty toward a horse. 
It is an indictable uQ'ence to commit such cruelty. The 
same laws exist in tlie South, and if there is any failure 
ill enforcing them to the fullest extent, it is due to this 
external force, which is pressing upon the Southern 
States, anil compels them to abstain perhaps from many 
acts beneficent toward the negro which otherwise would 
be performed. (Applause.) In truth, in fact, in deed, 
the white man in the slaveholding Stiites has no more 
authority by law of the land over his slave than our laws 
allow to a father over his minor children. He can no 
more violate humanity with respect to tiicin, than a father 
in any of the free States of tliis Union can exercise acts 
violative of humanity toward his own son uniler the age 
of tweiity-oue. So far as^ the law is concerned, you own 
your boys, and have ii right to their services until they 
are twenty-one. You can make them work lor you ; you 
have the riglit to hire out their services and take their 
earnings ; you have the right to chastise them with judg- 
ment and reason if they violate your commands ; and 
they are entirely without political rights. Not one of 
them at the age of twenty years and eleven months even, 
can go to the polls an i and give a vote. Therefore, gen- 
tlemen, before the law, tliere is but one difference between 
the free white man of twenty years of age in the Northern 



Slates, and the negrt ndman in the SoixtliPrn States> 
The white man is to be emancipated at twenty- one- 
because his God-given intellect entitles him to emancipa- 
tion and fits him for the .iuties to devolve upon him. 
The negro, to be sure, is a bondman for life. lie may brt 
sold from one roaster to another, but where is the ill in 
that?— one maybe as good as another. Ifthere be laws 
with respect to the mode of sale, which by separating man 
and wife du occasionally lead to that which shocks 
humanity, and may be said to violate all propriety and 
all conscience— if such things are done, let the South 
alone and they will correct the evil. Let our brethren of 
the South take care of their own domestic institutions 
and they will do It. (Applause.) They will so govern 
themselves as to suppress acts of this description, if they 
are occasionally committed, as perhaps they are, and we 
must all admit that they are contrary toj^^t conceptions 
of right and humanity. I have never yet heard of a 
nation conquered from evil practices, brouglit to the 
light of civilization, brought to the light of religion or the 
knowledge of the Gospel by the bayonet, by the penal 
laws, or by external persecutions of any kind. It is not 
by declamation and outcry against a peojile from those 
abroad and outside of their territory that you can improve 
their manners or their inonils in any re.^pect. No ; if, 
standing outside of their territory, you attack the errors 
of a people, you make them cling to their faults. From 
a sentiment somewhat excusable — somewhat akin to self- 
respect and patriotism — they will resist their nation's 
enemy. Let our brethren ol the South alone, gentlemen, 
and if there be any errors of this kind, they will correct 
them. 

There is but one way in wiiich you can thus leave the'iii 
to the guidance of their own judgment — by which you can 
retain tliem in this Union as our brethren, and peipetuate 
this glorious Union ; and that is, by resolving— without 
reference to the political party or taction to which any 
one of you may belong, without reference to the name, 
political or otherwise, which you may jjlease to bear- 
resolving that the man, be he who he may, who advocates 
the doctrine that negro Slavery is unjust, and ought to 
be assaiied or legislated against, or wlio agitates the sub- 
ject of extinguisliiiig negro Slavery in any of lis forms as 
a political hobby, thuttliat miin shall be denied your suf- 
frages, and not only denied your suffrages, but that you 
will select from tlie ranks of the opposite party, or your 
own, if necessary, the man you like least, who entertains 
opposite sentiments, but through wi,ose instrumentality 
you may be enabled to defeat his election, and to secure 
in the councils of the nation men who' are true to the 
Constitution, who are lovers of the Union — men who can- 
not be induced by considerations of imaginary benevo- 
lence for a people who really tio not desire their aid, to 
sacrifice or to jeopard in any degree the blessings wt 
enjoy under this Union, May it be perpetuaL 
(Great and continued cheering.) 
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LETTER PROM CHARLES O'COFOR TO A COMMITTEE OF MERCHANTS. 



New Yoric, Dec. 20, 1859, 
Chas. O'CoNon, KsQ, : The undersigned, being desirous of 
circulating as widely as possible, boih at ihe North and at the 
South, the procecilings of the Union Meeting held at the 
Academy of .Music list evfnlng, intend publishing in pamphlet 
form, for diatribulion, a correct copy of the same. 

Will you he bo kind as to inform us whether this step meets 
your approval ; and If so, furnish iis with a corrected report 
of your speech deUvered by you on that occasion. Yours 
respectfully, 

LEITCH, BURNET & CO,, 
(JKO. W. & .Ti<:HIAL READ, 
BRUFF. BROTHER & SEAVER, 
C, B. HATCH & CO,. 
DAVIS. NOBLE & CO,, 

(Formerly Furuak, Davis & Co.,) 
WESSON & COX. 
CllONIN, IIURXTHAL & SBAES, 
ATWATES, MULFORD CO, 

Gentlemen: The measure you propo&e meets my entire 
approval. 

I have long thought that our disputes concerning negro 
Slavery vrouid gooa terminate, if the public mind could be 



drawn to the true issue, and steadily fixed upon it. To 
effect thb object was the sole aim of my address. 

Though its ministers can never permit the law of the 
land to be questioned by private judgment, there is, never- 
theless, such a thing as natural justice. Natural justice 
has the Divine sanction ; and it is impossible that any Im- 
man law which conflicts witli it should long endure. 

Where mental enlightenment aboimds, where morality 
is professed by all, where the mind is free, speech is free, 
and the press is free, is it possible, in the nature of 
things, that a law which is admitt-ed to conflict with natu- 
ral justice, and with God's own mandate, should long en- 
dure? 

You all will admit that, within certain limits, at least, 
our Constitution does contain positive guaranties for the 
preservation of negro Slavery in the old States through all 
time, unless the local legislatures shall think fit to abolish 
it. And, consequently, if negro Slavery, however hu- 
manely administered or judiciously regukted, be an insti- 
tution which conflicts with natural justice and with God's 
law, surely the most vehement and extreme admirers oi 



168 



A POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860. 



John Brown's sentiments are right; and their denun- 
ciations against tlie Constitution, and against the most 
hallowed names connected with it, are perfectly justilia- 
blu. 

The friends of trutli— the patriotic Americans who wouid 
sustain liioii' country's lionor against foreign rivalry, and 
defend tlieir country's interests against all assailants, err 
greatly when they contend witli these men on any point 
but one. Tlieir general principles cannot be refuted; 
their logic is irresistible ; the error, if any there be, is in 
their premises. They assert that negro Slavery is unjust. 
Tliis, and this alone, of all they say, is capable of being 
fairly argued against. 

If tills proposition cannot be refuted, our Union cannot 
endure, and it ought not to endure. 

Our negro bondmen can neither be exterminated nor 
transported to Africa. They are too numerous for either 
process, and either, if practicable, would involve a viola- 
tion of humanity. If they were emancipated, they would 
relapse into barbarism, or a set of negro States would 
arise in our midst, possessing political equality, and enti- 
tled to social equality. The division of parties would soon 
make the negro members a powerful boily in Congress — 
would place some of them in high political stations, and i 
occasionally let one into the exemitive chair. 



I It is in vain to say that tliis could be endured ; it is sim 
ply impossible. 

What, then, remains to be discussed ? 

The negro race is upon us. With a Constitution which 
held them in bondage, our federal Union might be pre- 
served ; but if so holding them in bondage be a thing for- 
bidden by God and Nature, we cannot lawfully so hold 
them, and the Union must perish. 

This is the inevitable result of that conflict wliich has 
no^7 reached its climax. 

Among us at the north, tlie sole question for reflection, 
study, and friendly interchange of thought should be— Is 
negro Slavery unjust? The rational and dispassionate 
inquirer will find no diflSculty in arriving at my conclu- 
sion. It is tit and proper ; it is, in its own nature, as an 
institution, beneficial to both races ; and the elTect of tlUg 
assertion is not diminished by our admitting that many 
faults are practised under it. Is not such the fact in re- 
spect to all human laws and institutions ? 

I am, gentlemen, with great respect, yours truly, 

CUAELES O'COSOK, 

To Messrs. Lflitch, Burnet & Co. ; Geo. W. & Jehial Read; BruO", 
Brother & Seaver ; 0. B. Hatch & Co. ; Davis, SobU & Co. ; 
Wesson & Cox ; Crouhi, Uurxthal<S: Sears ; At water, Mulfwd 
iCo. 
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HERSCHEL V. JOHNSON 



ON SLAVERY IF T 

On the 1th of July, 1848, while the bill to 
establish the Territorial Government of Oregon 
was under consideration in the United States 
Senate, the Hon. Herschel V. Johnson, then a 
member of the Senate, from Georgia, and now 
a candidate for Vice-President on the ticket 
•with Mr. Douglas, made a lengthy speech from 
■which we extract the following : 

It remaiao now to consider the question involved In 
the amendment proposed by the Senator from Missis- 
sippi (Mr. Davis). That question is, whether it is the 
duty of Congress to guarantee to the slaveholder, who 
ehall remove with his salves into the temtory of the 
United States, the undisputed enjoyment of his property 
in them, so long as It continues to be a Territory. Or, 
in other words, whether the inhabitants of a Territory, 
during their Territorial condition, have the right to pro- 
hibit Slavery therein. 

For the purpose of this question, it matters not where 
the power of legislating for the Territory resides — 
■whether exclusively in Congress, or jointly in Congress 
and the inhabitants, or exclusively In the inhabitants of 
the Territory; the power is precisel.v the same — no 
greater in the hands of one than the other. In no event, 
can the slaveholder of the South be excluded from 
settling In such Territory with his property of every 
description. If the right of exclusive legislation for the 
Territories belongs to Congress, then I have shown that 
they have no Constitutional power, either expressed or 
implied, to prohibit Slavery therein. But suppose that 
Congress have the right to establisli a Territorial Gov- 
ernment only, and that then, ail further governmental 
control ceases ; can the Territorial Legislature pass an 
act prohibiting Slavery? Surely not. Vor the mo- 
ment you admit the tight to organize a Territorial Gov- 
ernment to exist in Congress, you admit, necessarily 
•he subordhiation of the people of the Territory— their 
iependence on this Government for an organic law to 
give them political existence. Hence ail their legisla- 
tion must be in conformity with the organic law; they 
can pass no act In violation of It — none but such as per- 
mits. Since, therefore, Congress has no power, as I 
have shown, to prohibit Slavery, they cannot delegate 
Bach a power to the Inhabitants of the Territory ; they 
cannot authorize the Territorial Legislature to do that 
which they have no power to do. The stream cannot 
rise higher than its source. Ibis Is as true in govern- 
ments as In physics. 

It Is idle, however, to discuss this question in this form. 
For if Congress possess the power to organize temporary 
governments, it must then possess the power to legislate 
for the Territories. If they may perform the greater, they 
may the less ; the mt^or mcludes the minor proposition. 



HE TERRITOEIES. 

nence Congress lias, In all cases since the foundation of 
our government, reserved a veto upon the legislation of 
the territorial governments ; it in absolutely necessanj, 
in order to restrain them from violations of the Constitu- 
tion and infringements of the rights of the States, as joint 
owners of the public lands. If, therefore, the act of the 
Territorial Government, prohibitmg Slavery, should be sent 
up to Congress for approval, they would be bound to with- 
hold it, upon the ground of its being an act whicli Congress 
themselves could not pass. 

But suppose the right of legislation for the Territory he 
In its inhabitants, can they prohibit Slavery ? Sui'eli/ not; 
and for reasons similar to those wluch show that Congress 
cannot. 

The Territories are not Independent of, but subordinate 
to, the United States ; and therefore their legislation must 
be subordinate. Let us look at some of the limitations 
which this condition imposes. Under the Constitution, 
"No title of nobility shall bo granted by the United 
States ;" " Congress shall make no law respecting the es- 
tablishment of religion, or pertaining to the free exercise 
thereof; no religious test shall be required as a qualifica- 
tion to any oflice or public trust under the United States," 
etc. It is true, these '•estrictions do not apply in terms 
to the Territories ; but will it be contended for a moment 
that they would have the right by legislation to lay these 
impositions upon citizens of the States who emigrate 
thither for settlement ? . , . 

Sovereignty follows the ownership of the domain, and 
therefore the sovereignty over the Territories is in the 
States in their confederated capacity ; hence the reason 
that tlie legislation of Congress, as the agent of the States 
respecting the Territories, must be limited by tlie object 
of the trust, the situation and nature of the property to 
be administered, and the respective rights of the proper 
owners. Now, if the sovereignty over the Territories \f 
In the States, and the right of legislation not in Congress, 
but In the Inhabitants of the Territories, it is evident that 
they can have no higher right of legislation than Congress 
could have ; they must be bound by limitations just men- 
tioned ; and if the prohibition of Slavery in the Territories 
by Congress be inconsistent with tlieso limitations, ita pro- 
hibition by the territorial legislature would be so likewise. 

If possessing the right of legislation, the inhabitants of 
the 'J'erritorics are bound by the limitations to which I 
have alluded, it may be asked, who holds the check upon 
their action? I reply, that It is indispensable for Con- 
gress to exercise the veto upon their legislation. Who 
else shall prevent their passing laws in violation of the 
equal rights of the States In the Territory, which Is th« 
common property of all ? Without the retention of a veto 
upon the legislation of the Territorial Governments, It 
would make the inhabitants of the Territory independent 
of Congress; aye, it would establish the proposition, tliat 
the moment you conqu«r a people they rise superior t(; 
the government that conquers. New-Mexico and Cailfbr- 
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nla are ours by treaty : but for all the purposes of this ar- 
gument, we have acquired them by conquest. To assert, 
therefore, that tiiey have the right to legislate over all 
subjects— to proliibit Slavery, despite the consent of the 
United States— is to say that, by our conquest of them, 
they become invested with rights superior to those of Con- 
gress. The institution of Slavery is guaranteed by thfi 
Constitution of the United States, and it has the same 
proteciioii thrown Around it which guards our citizens 
iigauist the granting of titles of nobility or the establish- 
ment of religion ; therefore Congress would be ai much 
bound to veto an act of Territorial legislation prohibiting 
It, as an act violating these rights of every citizen of the 
Ilepublic. ... 

Mr. Mangum.— This is a free Territory (New-Mesico) I 
am now speaking about. Suppose a North Carolinian emi- 
grates to New-Me.xico with his slaves? they must either be 
recognized as property, or not ; who has the riglit to deter- 
mine tliat question? 

Mr. Johnson.— I think that question has already been 
decided by the late treaty (with Mexico). . . Now, is not 
Slavery in the United States a political as well as a muni- 
cipal institution ? It is municipal, in that its entire control 
and continuance belong to the State in which it exists; and 
it is political, because it is recognized by the organic law 
of the Confederacy, and cannot be changed or altered by 
Congress, witli iut an amendment to the Constitution; and 
because it is a fundamental law, that tliree-flfths of the 
slaves are represented in the National Legislature. Being 
political, upon the execution of the Treaty of Cession with 
Mexico, it extended eo imtanii, over the Territories of 
New-Mexico and California. Then, I say, if a fellow-citi- 
zen of the Senator from North Carolina (Jlr. Mangum) 
were to remove with his slaves into New-SIexico, his'right 
to their use and service is guaranteed by the Constitution 
of the United States, and no power on earth can deprive 
him of them, . . It is a misapplication of terms to speak 
of prohibiting Slavery in the territory of the United States. 
It already exists ii) contemplation of law, and the legisla- 
tion proposed (prohibition) amounts te abolition. . . . 

But suppose, Mr. President, you have the right to pro- 
liibit Slavery in the Territories of the United States, what 
high political consideration requires you to exercise it? 
All must see, that it cannot be effected without producing 
a popular eomulsion which will probably dissolve 
this Union. 

"capital should own labor." 

Mr. Herschel V. Johnson made a speech at a 
Democratic meeting in Philadelphia on the 17th 
of September, 1856, in whi6h the newspapers 
report him as having said, among other things : 

" We believe that capital should own labor ; is there 
any doubt that there must be a laboring class every- 
where? In all countries and under every form of social 
organization there must be a laboring class — a class of 
men who get their living by the sweat of their brow ; and 
then there must be another class that contrt)i3 and di- 
rects the vapital of the country." 

MR. JOHNSON^S VIEWS ON POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY. 

After the adjournment of the Democratic 
National Convention from Charleston to Balti- 
more a Democratic State Convention met at 
Milledgeville, Ga,, on the 4th of June, to take 
action in regard to the seces non of most of the 
Georgia delegates at Charleston. It seems that 
a Bu.sineso Committee of 24 was appointed, of 
which Ilerschel V. Johnson was one. This 
Committee disagreed as to the propriety of ap- 
pointing new delegates to Baltimore, the friends 
of the Seceders opposing and a few who pre- 
ferred to see Douglas elected to a dissolution 
of the party, favoring that step ; and the conse- 
quence was, that two reports were preseuted — 



a majority one by twenty members of the 
Committee, and a minority one by four mem- 
bers, whicli latter division included Herschel 
V. Johnson who, as chairman, introduced the 
minority report. 

The two reports were discussed by various 
persons, Mr, Johnson defending iiis, and Howell 
Cobb, Secretary of the Treasury, acting as pacifi- 
cator. The latter gentleman stated that there 
was " no difference in the principles enunciated 
in both the majority and minority reports. 
There were only two minor differences ; one 
was, that the majority report indorsed the 
secession from the Charleston Convention- 
while the minority neither indorsed nor com- 
mended the action of the Georgia deleo-ates 
there." 

The result was, that the majority report was 
adopted by a vote of 299 to 4i, when the 
minority, under the lead of Mr. Johnson, se- 
ceded, organized another Convention and ap- 
pointed a full delegation to Baltimore, one- 
half of whom were admitted to seats by the 
Convention, together with one-half of the other 
delegation. 

Tlie following is the report presented to the 
regular Convention by Mr. Johnson : 

MINORITY P.EP0RT. 

Ilesolved, That we reaffirm the Cincinnati Platformi 
with the following additional propositions : 

1st. That the citizens of the United States have an equal 
right to settle with their property of any kind, in. the 
organized Territories of the United States, and that under 
the decision of the Supreme Court of the United States in 
the case of Dred Scott, which we recognize as the correct 
exposition of the Constitution In this jiarticuiar, slave 
property stands upon the same footing us all oth^r 
descriptions of property, and that neither the O'cneral 
Government, kor akt Tebritoh'al Goveunment, can 
destroy or impair the right to slave j)roperty in the 
common Territories, any more than the ri};ht to any other 
description of property; that property of all kinds, 
slaves as well as any other species of property, in the 
Territories, stand upon the same equal and broad Consti- 
tutional basis, and subject to like principles of recognition 
and protection in the hEGisLknvE, j udicial and execu- 
tive departments of the Government. 

2d. That we will support any man who may be nomi- 
nated by the Baltimore Convention, for the Presidency, 
who liolda the principles set forth in the foregoing pro- 
position, and who will give them his indorsement, and 
that we will not hold ourselves bound to support any man, 
who may be the nominee, who entertains principles 
consistent with those set forth in the above proposition, 
or who denies that slam property in the Territories 
does stand on an equalfooting, and on the satne ComtU 
iutional basis of other descriptions of property. 

In view of the fact that a large majority of the delegates 
from Georpa felt it to be their duty to withdraw from the 
late Democratic Convention at Charleston, thereby de- 
priving this .State of her vote therein, according to the 
decision of said Convention. 

Resolved, That this Convention will appoint twenty 
delegates— four from the State at large, and two from 
each Congressional District— to represent the Democratic 
party of Georgia, In the adjourned Convention at Balti- 
more, on the 18th Inst., and that said delegates be and 
they are hereby instructed to present the foregoing pro- 
positions, and ask tlieir adoption by iJie Kationdl 
Democratic Convention, Herschel V. Joukson, 

Tiios. P. Saffolp, 
H. K. McCay, 

A. COLVAKD, 
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TREASON AND DISUNION AVOWED. 

— »^« — • 



In 1856, as now, many of the leading States- 
men and editors of the Democratic party in the 
Southern States uttered predictions of Disunion, 
made ai'guments for Disunion and very solemn 
threats of Disunion in case they should be 
beaten in the Presidential Election. Mr. Slidell, 
Senator from Louisiana, and the particular 
friend and champion of Mr. Buchanan, declared 
in 1856 that " if Fremont should be elected, 
the Union would be dissolved." Mr. Toombs, 
of Georgia, said " that in such an event the 
Union would be dissolved, and ought to be dis- 
solved." Mr. Butler, of S. C, a leading mem- 
ber of the U. S. Senate and chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee in 1856, said : 

When Fremont' is elected, we must rely upon what 
we have— a good State Government. Every Governor of 
the South should call the Legislature of his State to- 
gether, and have measures of the South decided upon. 
If they did not, and submit to the degradation, they 
viould deserve the fate of slaves. I should advise my 
Legislature to go at the tap of the drum. 

Mr. Keitt, of S. C, made a fiery speech at 
Lynchburgh, Va., in 1856 and in view of the 
apprehended election of Col. Fremont, ex- 
claimed: 

I tell j;ou now, that if Fremont is elected, adlierence 
to the Cnioii in treason to liberty. (Loud cheers.) I 
tell you now, that the southern man who will submit to 
his election is a traitor and a coward. (Enthusiastic 
cheers.) 

This speech was indorsed as " sound doc- 
trine " by the Hon. John B. Floyd, of Va., now 
Mr. Buchanan's Secretary of War. 

Mr. Preston S. Brooks was complimented for 
his attempted (and nearly successful) assassi- 
nation of Senator Sunnier, by an ovation at the 
hands of his constituents at which Siiiiutors But- 
ler, S. C , and Toombs, of Georgia, assisted. 
The hero of the day, Mr. Brooks, niailc a speech 
on the occasion from whicli the following is an 
extract ; 

We have the issue upon us now ; and how are we to 
meet it? I tell you, fellow-citizens, from the bottom of 
my heart, that the only mode wliich I think available for 
meeting it M.^'iMiZo tear the Comtitation of the United 
Staten, trample it under foot, and form a Southern 
ConfefJerucy every titate of uhich will be a slavehokl- 
ing State. ; Loud and prolonged clieurs ) I believe it, 
as I stand in the face of my Maker ; I believe it on my 
responsibility to you as your honored representative, 
that the only hope of the South in in the South, and 
that iho only atailable meaii-H of making that hope 
effective is to cut asunder the bonds that tie its to- 
gether, and take our separate position in the family 
of nations. These are niy o]>inion3. They have always 
been my opinions. / have been a disunionist from 
the time I could think. . . . 

Now, fell'>w-citizens, I have told you very frankly 
and undljguisedly, iliut I believe the only hope of the 
SouHi is indisHolving the bonds which connect nswith 
the Governmetit—in separating the living body from 
the dead carcasx. If I was the commander of an army, 
Inever would pout a sentinel who would not swear 
that Slavery is righf." . , . 

I speak on iny iud.vidual responsibility : Tf Fremont 
be elected President of the United States, I am, for the 
people in their majesty rising above the law and' ■, 
leaders, taking the power into their own hanrls, going '. 
by concert or not by concert, and laying the strong ' 



arm of southern freemen upon the Treasury and ar- 
chives of the- Government. (Applause.) 

The Charleston "Mercury," the recognized 
organ of the South Carolina Democracy, in a 
recent article says : 

Upon the policy of dissolving the Union, of separat- 
ing the South from her northern enemies, and estab- 
lishing a southern Confederacy, parties, j)re>-se<>, poli- 
ticians, atid people, are a unit. There is not a single 
public man in her limits, not one of her present renre.- 
sentatives or senators in Congress who is not pledged 
to the lips in favor of disunion. Indeed, we well remem- 
ber that one of the most prominent leaders of the coope- 
ration party, when taunted with submission, rebuked the 
thought by saying, " tluit in opposing secession, he only 
took a step backward to strike a blow more deadly 
against the Union." 

In the autumn of 1856, Henry A. Wise, then 
Governor of Virginia, told the people of that 
Statd that — 

The South could not, without degradation, submit to 
the election of a Black Repul)lican President. To tell 
me we sliould submit to the election of a Ulack Hepubli- 
can, under circumstances like these, is to tell me that 
Virginia and the fourteen Slave States ure already sul>ju- 
gated and degraded, [cheers ;] that the southern peonle 
are without spirit, and without purpose to defend the 
rights they know and dare not maintain. [Clieere.] If 
you submit to the election of Fremont, you will prove 
what Seward and Burlingame said to be true— that the 
Soutii cannot be kicked out of the Union. 

During the Presidential campaign of 1836, the 
AVashington correspondent of the " Xcw Orleans 
Delta," a journal high in the confidence of the 
Pierce administration, wrote : 

It is already arranged, in the event of Fremont's 
election, or a failure to elect by the peoi)le, to call the 
Legislatures of Virginia, South Carolina and Georgia 'to 
concert measures to withdraw from the Union before 
Fremont can get possession of the Army and navy and 
tlie purse-strings of government. Governor Wise is ac- 
tively at work already in the matter. J/ie S:iufh can 
rely on the President in the emergency '^oiifeniplated. 
The <jue.sti(»n now is, whether the people of South will 
sustain their leaders. 

At a Union meeting recently hold at Knox- 
viile, Tenn., Judge Daily, foriui'i-ly of Georgia, 
made a violent southern speech, in the course of 
which he said : 

During the Presidential contest. Governor AVise had ad- 
dressed letters to all the southern governois, and that 
the one to the Governor of Florida had been shown 
him, in uohich Gov. Wise said he had aiiarmy inread- 
iness to prevent Fremontfrom taking his seat if elect- 
ed, and asking the cooperation of tliose to wliom be 
wrote : 

Cliarles J. Faulkner, formerly a Representa- 
tive in Congress from Virginia, Chairman of the 
Democratic CoMgro.s.<!ional Committee, in 1856, 
and now Minister to Franco, at a recent Demo- 
cratic meeting held in Virginia, over which ho 
presided, said : 

When that noble and gallant son of Virginia, Ileniy A. 
Wise, declared, as was said he did In October, 1856, that 
If Fremont should be elected, hk would seizb the na- 

TIO>AL AKSKSAL AT HARPER'S FEBRV, hOW feW WOUld, at 

that time, have Justified so bold and decided a measure? 
It is the fortune of some great and gifted minds to set 
far in advance of their contemporaries. Should Wil- 
liam H. Seward be elected hi 1860, where is the man now 
In our midst, who ::ojild not call for the impeachment 
of a Governor of 7irginia who would silently suffer 
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that armott/ to pass under the control of mcli, an Ex- 
ecutive head f 

The Jtichmond Enquirer, long one of the 
leading exponents of the Soutliern Democracy, 
in commenting on the murderous assault on 
Senator Sumner, said : 

Sumner, and Sumner's friends, must be punished and si- 
lenced. Either such wretches must be hung or put in the 
penitentiary, or the South sliould prepare at once to quit 
tlie Union. 

If Fremont is elected, the Union will not last an hour 
after Mr. Pierce's term expires. 

If B'remont is elected, it will be the duty of the South 
to dissolve the Union and form a Southern Confederacy. 

Let the South present a compact and undivided front. 
Let her, if possible, detach Pennsylvania and southern 
Ohio, southern Indiana, and southern Illinois, from the 
North, and make the highlands between the Ohio and the 
lakes the dividing line. I^et the South treat with Califor- 
nia ; and, if necessary, ally herself with Russia, with Cuba, 
and Brazil. 

Senator Iverson, of Georgia, in a speech made 
to ills constituents previous to the assembling of 
the second se.«sion of the 36th Congress, said : 

Shivery m'tut he maintained— in the Union, ifpos- 
sihle; out of it. if necessary : peaceably, if we may, 
forcibly if we must. . 

In a confederated government of their own, the South- 
ern States would enjoy sources of wealth, prosperity, and 
power, unsurpassed by any nation on earth. No neutra- 
lity laws would restrain our adventurous sons. Our ex- 
panding policy would stretch far beyond present limits. 
Central America would join her destiny to ours, and so 
wouhl Cuba, now withheld from us by the voice and votes 
of Abolition enemies. 

During tlie late memorable contest for Speaker, 

tlio same Senator remarked, as follows : 

Sir, I will tell you what I would do, if I had the control 
of the southern members of this House and the other, when 
you elect John Sherman. If I had control of the public 
sentiment, the very moment you elect John Sherman, 
thus giving to the South the example of insult as well as 
iiijur.v, I would walk, every one of us, out of the Halls of 
this Capitol, and consult our constituents ; and I would 
never enter again until I was bade to do so by those who 
had the right to control me. Sir, I go further than that. 
I would counsel my constituents instantly to dissolve all 
political ties with a party and a people who thus trample 
on ot r rights. That is what I would do. 

la an elaborate speech delivered later in the 
session by the same Senator, he said : 

Sir, there Is but one path of safety to the South ; but 
one mode cf preserving her institution of domestic Slavery ; 
and that is a confederacy of States having no incongruous 
and opposing elements — a confederacy of Slave States 
alone, with homogeneous language, laws, interests, and In- 
stitutions. Under such a confederated Uepublic, with a 
Constitution which should shut out the approach and en- 
trance of all incongruous and conflicting elements, which 
should protect the institution from change, and keep the 
whole nation ever bound to its preservation, by an un- 
changeable fundamental law, the fifteen Slave States, with 
their power of expansion, would present to the world the 
most free, prosperous, and happy nation on the face of the 
wi<Ie earth. 

Sir, with these views, and witli the firm conviction which 
I have entertahied for many years, and which recent events 
have onl.v seemed to confirm, that the " irrepressible con- 
lllct " between the two sections must and will go on, and 
with accumulated speed, and must end, in the Union, with 
the total extinction of African Slavery in the southern 
States, that I have announced my determinption to ap- 
prove and urge the southern States to dissolve tbe Union 
upon the election of a Black Republican to the Presidency 
of the United States, by a sectional northern party, and 
upon a platform of opposition and hostility to southern 
Slavery. 

Senator Brown, of Mississippi, in a recent 

epeech to his constituents, said : 

I want Ouha ; I want Tamaullpaa, Potosi, and one or 
two other Mexican States; and / want them, all for the 
same reason— for Vie plivting and spreading of Sla- 
very. And a footing in Central America will powerfully 
aid us In acquiring those other States. Yes ; Iwantttiese 
countrlcH for the spread of Slavery. I would spread 



the blessings cf Slavery, like the religion of our Divine 
Master, to the uttermost ends of the earth ; and, Abel- 
lious and wicked as the Yankees have been, I would even 
extend it to them 

■Whether we can obtain the Ten-itory while the Union 
lasts, I do not know; I feprwe cannot. But I would make 
an honest effort, and if we failed, 1 would go out of the 
Union, and try it there. I speak plainly— I would make a 
refusal to acquire territory, because it was to be slave ter- 
ritory, a cause for disunion, just as I would make the refu- 
sal to admit a new State, because it was to be a Slave State, 
a cause for disunion 

The election of Air. Seward, or any other man of his 
party, is not, per se, justifiable ground for dis.«'olvlng the 
Union. But the act of putting the Government in the 
hands of men who mean to use it for our subjugation, ought 
to be resisted, even to the disruption of every tie that 
binds us to the Union. 

Jefferson Davis, U. S. Senator from Missis- 
sippi, in an address to the people of his State, 
July 6, 18.59, said: 

For myself, I say, as I said on a former occasion, in 
the contingency of the election of a President on the 
platform of Mr. Seward's Rochester speech, let the Union 
be dissolved. Let the "great, but not the greatest of 
evils," come. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, in a recent speech in 
the Senate, contemplating the possible defeat of 
his party in the conjing Presidential contest, 
said : 

I make no predictions, no promise for my State; 
but, in conclusion, will only say. that if she is faithful to 
the pledges she has made and principles fhe has pro- 
fessed — if she is true to her own interest and her own 
honor— if she is not recreant to all that State pride, in- 
tegrity and duty demand— she will never submit to your 
authority. I will add, that imless she and all the 
soutliern States of this Union, with perliaps but two, or, 
at most, three exc-eptiom-', are not faillilefs to tlie pledges 
they have given, t'lfy will never siil/mit to the govern~ 
meiitofa PreHdt'nt professing yo r poli/ical faith 
and elected by your sectional majority. 

W hen Mr. Clay had taken his seat, Mr. Gwin, 
of California, made a speech in which he de- 
clared it as *' the inevitable result that the 
South would prepare for resistance in the event 
of the election of a Republican President." 

On the '24th of January, 1860, the Hon. 
Robert Toombs, of Georgia, made a violent 
speech in the Senate, on Mr. Douglas' Resolu- 
tion directing the Judiciary Committee to re- 
port a bill for the protection of each State and 
Territory against invasion from any other State 
or Territory. Mr. Toombs commenced his 
speech by the announcement that the country 
was in tiie midst of civil war, adding, " I feel 
and know that a large body of these Senators 
are enemies of my country." Mr. Toombs pro 
ceeded in an elaborate and vituperative speech 
to prove tliat the people of the North had vio- 
lated the Constitution, by refusing to capture 
and retiu'ii fugitive slaves to their masters in 
the South. 

Sir, I have but little more to add— nothing for myself. 
I feel that I have no need to pledge my poor services tn 
this great cause — to my country. My State has spoke i 
for herself. Nine years ago a convention of her people 
met and declared that her connection with this govern- 
ment depended upon the faithfid execution of this fugitive 
slave law, and her full enjoyment of equal rights in the 
common Territories. I have shown that the one contin- 
gency has alread.v arrived ; the other waits only the suc- 
cess of the Republican party in the approaching Presiden- 
tial election. I was a member of that convention, and 
stood then and now ])ledg-ed to its action. 1 have faith- 
fully labored to avert these calamities. I will yet labor 
until this last contingency happens, faithfully, honestly, 
and to the best of my poor abilities. When that thue 
comes, freemen of Georgia redeem your pledge; 1 am 
ready to redeem mine. Your honor is involved— your 
faith Is plighted. I know you feel a stahi as a wound ; 
your peace, your social system, your firesides are in- 
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volved. JVecer permit this Federal Qovernment to 
pas*into the traitorous hands of the Black- Itepablican 
■jparty. It lias already declared war against you and your 
institutions It every day commits acts of war against 
you : it has already compelled you to arm for your de- 
fense. Listen to " no vain babblings," to no treaclierous 
jargon about " overt acts ;" tliey have already been com- 
mitted. Defend youwelves; the enemy is at your door; 
wait not to meet him at the liearthstone— meet him at the 
door-sUi, anri driv him from the temple of liberty, or pull 
down its pillars and involve him in a common ruin. 

Senatoi' Clingman, of North Carolina, in a re- 
cent speech, says that " there are hundreds of 
disuniouists in the South now, where there was 
not one ten years ago," and tliat in some of the 
States the men who would willingly sec the 
Union dissolved are in the majority. In con- 
sidering the proper cause for disunion, Mr. 
Clingman continues : 

In my judgment, the election of the Presidential can- 
didate of the lilacli Gcpublican party will furnish that 
cause. ... 

No other " overt act " can so Imperatively demand re- 
sistance on our part as the simple election of their candi- 
date. Their organization is one of avowed hostility, and 
they come against us as enemies. . . . 

The objections are not personal merely to this Senator 
(Mr. Seward), but apply equally to any member of the 
party elected by it. It has, in fact, been suggested that, 
CB a matter of prudence, for the first election they should 
choose a southern free-soiler. AVould the Colonies have 
submitted more willingly to Benedict Arnold than to Lord 
Cornwallld ? 

Mr. Curry, of Alabama, a member of the 
House of Representative.*, in a recent speech, 
says : 

However distasteful it may be to m.v friend from Xew 
York (Mr. Clark), howevt-r much it may revolt the public 
sentiment or conscience of this country, I am not ashamed 
or afraid publicly to avow that the election of William 11. 
Seward or Salmon P. Clsase, or any such representative of 
the Republican party, upon a sectional platform, ought to 
be resisted to the disruption of every tie that binds this 
Confederacy together, (.-Vpplause on the Democratic 
Bide of the House.) 

Mr. Pugh, of the same State, made a speech 
in the House, in which he said : 

If, with the character of the Government well dcfmcd, 
and the rights and privileges of the parties to the compact 
•clearly asserted by the Democratic party, the Dlack Ke- 
pubUcans get possession of the Government, then the 
question is fully prosetsted, whether the Southern States 
will remain in the Tiiion, as subject and degraded colo- 
nies, or will they withdraw and establish a Southern Con- 
federacy of coci)Ual homi)geiieous sovereigns? 

In my judgment, the latter is the only course compati- 
ble with the honor, eiiuality, and safety of the South ; and 
the sooner it is known and acted upon the better fur all 
parties to the compact. 

The truest conservatism and wisest statesmanship de- 
mand a speedy termination of all iissoehition witti such 
confederates, and the formation of another Union of 
States, homogeneous hi popul.ition, institutions, interests, 
^ud pursuits, 

Mr, Moore, of the same State, said : 

I do not concur with the declaration made yesterday 
by the gentleman from Tennessee, that the election of a 
Black Hepublican to the Presidency was not cauxc for a 
dissolution of the Union, Whenever a President Is elected 
by a fanatical miijority at the North, those whom I repre- 
sent, as I believe, and the gallant State which I in part 
represent, are ready, let the consequences be what they 
may, to fall back on their reserved rights, and say, " As 
to this Union, we have no longer any lot or part in it," 

Mr. Bonham, a member of the House from 
South Carolina, said: 

As to disunion, npon the election of a Black Republi- 
can, I can speak for no one but myself and those I have 
here the honor to represent ; and I say, without hesitation, 
tliat, upon the election of .Mr. Seward, or any other man 
who indorses and proclaims the doctrines held by him and 
his party — call him by what name you please— I am In 
faror of an immediate dissolution of the Union. And, sir, 



I think I speak the sentiments of my own constituents and 
the State of South Carolina, when 1 say so. 

Mr. Crawford, of Georgia, said : 

Now, In regard to the election of a Black Republican 
President, 1 have this to say, and I speak the sentiment ot 
every Democrat on this floor from the State of Oeorgla: 
we will never submit to the inauguration of a Black Ite- 
publican President. (Applause from the Democratic 
benches, and hisses from the Republicans.) I rejieat it, 
sir — and I have authority to say so— that no Democratic 
representative from Georgia on this floor will ever submit 
to the inauguration of a Black RepubUcan President. 
(Renewed applause and hisses.) . . . The most con- 
Uding of them all are, sir, fur " equality in the Union or 
independence out of it;" having lost all hope in tim 
former, I am for " isdependekcb mow and indw'e.nde.sce 

FOKKVER !" 

Mr. Gartrell, of the same State, said : 

Just so sure as the Republican party succeeds in elect- 
ing a sectional man, upon their sectional, Anti-Slavery 
platform, breathing destruction and death to the rights of 
my people, just so sure, in my judgment, the time will 
have come when the South must and will take an uiiini 
takable and decided action, and that then, " he wlio 
dallies is a dastard, and he wlio doubts is damned." I 
need not tell what I, as a Southern man, will do— I think 
I may safely speak for the masses of the people of Georgia 
— that when that event happens, they, in my judgment, 
will consider it an overt act, u declaration of war, and 
meet immediately in convention, to take into considera- 
tion the mode and measure of redress. That is my posi- 
tion ; and if that be treason to the Government, make the 
most of it, 

Mr. McRae, formerly Governor *of Mississippi, 
now a member of the House of Representatives, 
recently spoke in that body as follows : 

I said to my constituents, and to the people at tlie 
capital of my State, on my way here, that if sucli iin 
event did occur, wliile it would be their duty to deteriulne 
the course which the Slate would pursue, it would be my 
privilege to counsel with them us to wnai I believed to Lie 
the proper course; and I said to them, what I say now, 
and will always say in such an event, that my counsel 
would be to take independence out of the Union in pre- 
ference to the loss of constitutional rigiits, imd ciinse- 
queiit degradation at;d dishonor in it. That is my posi- 
tion, and it is the position which I know the Democratic 
party of the State of Mississippi will maintain. 

Mr. De Jarnette, a member of the House 
from Virginia, says : 

Thus William H. Seward stands before the country a 
perjured traitor ; and yet that man, with hands stained 
Willi the blood of our citizens, we are asked to elect Pre- 
sident of the United States. You may elect him Preshlenl 
of the North, but of the South never. Whatever the 
event maybe, others may differ; but Virginia, in view 
of her ancient renown. In view of her illustrious deiid, 
and In view of her sic semper tyrannis, will resist his 
authority. I have done. 

Mr. Leake, also of Virginia, declares : 

Virginia has the right, when she pleases, t" withdraw 
from the Confederacy. (Applause from the Democratic 
benches.) . . . Tlint is her doctrine. We will nut 
fight in the Onion, but quit it tne instant we think proper 
to do so. 

Mr, Singleton, of Mississippi, saj's : 

You ask me when will the time (for disunion) come; 
when wdl the South be united ? It will be when you 
elect a Black Republican— Iljile, Seward, or Chase— Pre- 
sident of the United States. Whenever you undertake 
to place such a man to preside over the ilestinles of the 
South, you may expect to see us un<llvlded and Indivisi- 
ble friends, and to see all parties of the South arrayed to 
resist his inauguration. 

We can never quietly stand by and permit the control 
of the army and navy to go into the hands of a Black 
Republican President. 

Gov. Letcher, of Virginia, in his recent mes- 
sage to the Legislature of his State, avows the 
rankest disunion and revolutionary sentiments. 
In this document, he declares tha.t if a Repub- 
lican President is elected in 1860, 

It Is useless to attempt to conceal the fact thiit, in the 
present temper of the Southern people, it cannot be and 
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will not ba suhmitUd to. Tlie " irrepressible coniliut" 
Jiiotiiiie, iiniiouiiutiU and advocated by tiie ablest and 
most distiiiguiJiied leader of tlie Kepublican party, is an 
open declaration of war against the institution of African 
Slavery, wherever it exists; and I would be disloyal to 
Virginia and the South if I did not declare that the 
election of such a mao, entertaining such sentiments, 
and advocating such doctrines, ougJit to be resisted by 
t/te slaveholding States. I'lie idea of permitting such a 
man to have the control and direction of the army and 
navy of the United States, and the appointment of high 
judicial and executive offlcei's, postmasters included, 
cannot be entertained by the South for a moment. 

The Hon. William L. Yanoy, a leading and 
prominent Democratic politician of Alabama, 
and formerly member of Congress from tliat 
State, wrote the following letter in 1858, which 
the Washington States^ a Democratic Journal, 
recently published under the title of the " Scar- 
let Letter :" 

MoNTGOMERT, June 15, 18CS. 
Deaii Sir: Your kind favor of the 15th is re- 
ceived. 

I hardly agree with you that a general movement 
can be made tliat will clear out the Augean stable. If 
tlie Uemocracy were overthrown, It would result in giv- 
ing place to a greater and hungrier swarm of flies. 

The remedy of the South is not in such a process. It 
Is in a diligent organization of her true men for prompt 
resistance to the next aggression. It must come in the 
nature of things. No national party can save us ; no 
sectional party can ever do it. Uut if we could do as 
our fathers did— organize committees of safety all over 
the Cotton States (and it is, only in them that we can 
hope for any ell'ective movement) — we shall fire the 
Southern heart, instruct the Southern mind, give cou- 
rage to each other, and at the puopkb momknt, by one 
oryanizeU concerted action, we can precipitate tke 
Cotton States into a revolutioti. 

The idea hits been shadowed forth in the South by 
Mr. iJuliin ; has been taken uo and recommended in 
The Advertiser (Published at Montf;omery, Alabamal, 
under the name of " League of United Southerners," who, 
keeping up their old party relations on all other ques- 
tions, will hold the Southern issue paramount, and will 
inOuetice parties, legislatures, and statesmen. I have no 
time to enlarge, but to suggest merely. 

In haste, j ours, etc., W. L. Yancev, 

To Jamks S. Slauuiiter, Esq. 

pie Montgomery (Ala.) Confederation thus 
gives the record of the leading sece.s'^ion dele- 
giites from tlie Cliarleston Convention from 
liiat State. It says : 

No one can be deceived as to what are the objects 
of ilie Charleston Convention. Listen to what their men 
Bay : 

" I want the Cotton States precipitated into a revolu- 
tion." — Will. L. Yancey. 

" If 1 had the power, I would dissolve this Govern- 
ment in two minutes."— e/". T. Morgan. 

" Let us break up this rotten, stinking, and oppressive 
Government."— ^'ewfja Gayle, 

"Resistance! Itesistance to death agains: the Gov- 
ernment is what we want mv."— David Hubbard. 

AN ASTI-SLAVERY VIEW OF DISUNION. 

The following Resolutions, prepared by Wni. 
Lloyd Garrison, were adopted at a Convention 
of the non-voting Abolitionists (better known 
as Garrisonians), at Albany, New-York, on the 
2d of February, 1859 : 

Whereas (to quote the language of John Quincy Adams), 



"The bargain between Freedom and Slavery contained in 
the Constitution of tlie United States, is morally and po- 
litically vicious, inconsistent with the principles on which 
alone our Ilevolution can be justified ; cruel and oppres- 
sive, by riveting the chains of Slavery ; and grossly une- 
qual and impolitic, by admitting that Slaves are at once 
enemies to be kept in subjection, property to be secured 
and returned to their owners, and persons not to be repre- 
sented themselves, but for whom tlieir niiisters are pi ivi-' 
leged with nearly a double sliare of rei)reseiitution and 

Wftereas (^to quote the hingutige of ■Win. Kllery Chan- 
ninjr) " We in the Free States cannot lly from tiie slianie 
or guilt of the Institution of Sitivery, while there are pro- 
visions of the Constitution binding us to give it support. 
On this subject our fathers, in framing the Constitution, 
swerved from the right. We, their children, see the patli 
of duty n .-e clearly than they, and must walk in it. No 
blessings, of the Union can be a compensation for taking 
part in the enslaving of our feliow-cretitures ;" tmd 

Whereas (to quote tlie language of Josiah Quincy, Sen.), 
" The arm of the Union is tlie very sinew of tiie subjection 
of the Slaves • it Is the Slaveholder's wain strength ; its 
continuance is ins forlorn hope and 

Whereas (to quote the language of Sir. Underwood, of 
Kentucky, as uttered on the lloor of Congress), "The Dis- 
solution of tlie Union, making the Oliio Kiver and Mason 
and Dixon's line tlie boundary line, is the Dissolution of 
Slavery. It had been the common practice for Soutliern 
men to get up on this lloor and say, ' Touch this subject 
and we will Dissolve the Union as a remedy.' Tlieir re- 
medy was the destruction of tlie thing wliicli they wished 
to save, and any sensible man could see it ;" and 

Whereas (to quote the language of Mr. Arnold, of Ten. 
nessee, on the same occasion), " Tlie South lias nothing to 
rely on, if the Union be Dissolved ; for, sui)i)osing that 
Dissolution to be effected, a million of Slaves are ready to 
rise and strike for Freedom at the first tap of the drum :" 
therefore, 

1. Resolved, That in advocating the Dissolution of the 
Union, the Abolitionists are justified by every jirecept of 
the Gospel, by every principle of morality, by every claim 
of humanity; that such a Union is a "Covenant with 
Death," which ought to be annulled, and " an agreement 
witli llell," wliicli a just God cannot permit to stand ; and 
that it is the imperative and paramount duty of all who 
would keep their souls from blood-guiltiness, to deliver the 
opi)resse(l out of the hand of the spoiler, and usher in the 
day of Jubilee ; to seek its iiiimediate overthrow by all 
riglitcous instrumentalities. 

• 2. liesolved, That (to quote tlie language of William H. 
Seward) " they who think tliis agitation is accidental, un- 
necessary, the work of interested or fanatical agitators, 
and therefore epliemeral, mistake the case altogether : it 
is an Irrppressible Conflict between opposing and enduring 
forces ; and it means tliat the United States must and will, 
sooner or later, become either entirely a Sliiveliolding 
Naiion or entirely a Free Labor Nation. It is the failure 
to apprehend this great truth that induces so many un- 
successful attempts at final Compromise between the Free 
and Slave States ; and it is the existence of tliis great fact 
that renders all such pretended Compromises, when made-, 
vain and epheuieral." Therefore, 

3. Resolved, That no matter how sincerely or zealously 
any Political Party may be struggling with side L-isues, in 
relation to Slavery, to prevent its extension, or otherwise 
cripple its power, while standing within tlie Union and 
sanctioning its Pro-Slavery Compromises, and refusing to 
attack the Institution itself, its position is morally inde- 
fensible ; it rests upon a sandy foundation ; its testimonies 
are powerless, and its example fatal to the cause of lib- 
erty : hence we cannot give it any support. 

4. Resolved, Tlisit " better a tliousand times that all 
North America should be obliterated by a concuirence of 
the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, as a dead, revenging sea 
over buried Cities, than that we, after all our light and 
Liberty, should live only by removing the truth that gave 
us being, or should set the example to a terrified and 
struggling world of a Nation claiming and daring to exist 
only by sustained and sanctlQed oppression." 
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THE POWER OF THE SUPREME COURT. 



In view of the Dred Scott dUta and other en- 1 
croachments upon the Liberties of the People 
and the rights of the States, that may well be 
apprehended from future decisions of a Federal 
partisan Judiciary, the opinions of the leaders of , 
the old Jettersonian Republican party on the j 
powers and duties of the Supreme Court become 
matter of public interest. 

OPINIONS OP THOMAS JEFFERSON. 

In a letter to John Adams, dated Sept. 11, 

1804, Mr. Jefferson says : 

You seemed to think that it devolved on the Judges to 
decide on the validity or the Sedition Law. But nothing in 
tlie Constitution has given them a right to decido for the 
Kxecutive, more than tlie Kxecutive to decide for them. 
Botli magistrates are equally independent in the sphere of 
action assigned to them. Xlie Judges, believing the law 
coustitutlonul, bad a right to pass a sentence of hne and 
Imprisonment, because the power was placed in their 
hands by the Constitution. But the Kxecutive, believing 
the law to be unconstitutional, were bound to remit tiie 
execution of it, because that power had been conlided to 
them by the Constitution." 

Again, in a letter to Judge Koane, dated 
Poplar Forest, Sept. 6, 1819, Mr. Jelfertiou re- 
marks : 

In denying the right they usurp in exclusively ex- 
plaining the Constitution, I go further than you do, if I 
understand rightly your (lUolation from the Federalist, 
of an opinion that " The Judiciary is the last resort in re- 
lation to the other departments of the Ciovernment, but 
not in relation to the rights of the parties to the compact 
under which l!ie Judiciary is derived." If this 0])inlon be 
sound, then Indeed is our Constitution a complete jHo (le 
se. For intending to establish three departments, coordi- 
nate and independent, that they might ciieck and balance 
one another, it has given, according to this oi>inlon, to one 
of them alone the right to prescribe rules for the govern- 
ment of the others, and to that one, too, which is unelected 
by and independvnt of tlie nation Tlie Consti- 
tution, on this hypothesis, is a mere thing of wax, in the 
liands of the Judiciary ,wliich they may twist and shape into 
any form they please. It should be remembered, us an eter- 
nal truth in polUics,that whatever power in any government 
is independent, is absolute also ; in theory only at Crst,whlle 
the siiirit of the people is up, but in practice as fast as tliat 
relaxes. Independence can be trusted nowhere but with 
the people In mass. They iire inherently independent of 
nil but moral liiw. >Iy construction of the Constitution is 
very different from that you quote. It is that each de- 
partment la truly independent of the others, and has an 
equal right to decide for itself what is the meaning of the 
Coiiatitiition In tlie cases submitted to its actlon, and espe- 
cially where It is to act ultimately and without appeal. 

In a letter to Mr. Jarvis, dated Monticcllo, 
Sept. 28, 1821), Mr. Jefferson saj-s: 

.... Vou seem, in pages 84 and 148, to consider 
the Judges as the ultimate arbiters of all constitutional 
questions— a very dangerous doctrine indeed, and one 
which would place us under the despotism of an oligarchy. 
Our judges are as honest as other men, .ind not more so. 
They have, with others, the same passions for party, for 
powerj anil the privilege of their corps. Their maxim is, 
" Imniju'Jicin tut ampliarejuriiidictionem," an<l their 
power the more dangerous as they are In oflice for life, 
kiid not responsible, as the other functionaries are, to the 
t-leitive control. The Constitution has erected no such 
amtilf tribunal, knowing that, to whatever hands confided, 
with tiic- corruptions of time and party.its members would 
become di jpots. It has mo/e wisely made all the depart- 
ments co-equal and co-sovtr. «!gn witliln themselves. 



Under date of Montecello, Dec. 25, 1820, he 
writes to Thomas Ritchie as follows : 

.... The Judiciary of the United States is the 
subtle corps of sappers and miners constantly working 
under-ground to undermine the foundations of our con- 
federated falu-ic. They are construing our Constitution 
from a coiii'dniation of a general and slieclal government 
to a general and supreme one alone. , 

On the 18th of August, 1821, Mr. Jefferson 
writes to Mr. C. Hammond, as follows : 

It has long, however, been my opinion, and I have 
never shrunk f. om its expression, that the germ of disso- 
lution of our Federal Government is in the constitution 
of the Federal Judxlary— an ii responsible body, work- 
ing like gravity by night an>i by day, gaining a little to- 
day and a little to-iaorrow, und advancing its noiseless 
step, like a thief, over the field of jurisdiction, until all 
shall be usurped from the Stales, and the Government of 
all be consolidated into one. To this I am opposed ; be- 
cause, when all government, domestic and foreign. In 
little as in great things, shall be drawn to Washington as 
the centre of all power, it will render powerless the 
cliecks provided of one Government on another, and will 
become as venal and oppressive .is the Government from 
which we separated. It will be as in Europe, where 
every man must he either pike or gudgeon, hammer or 
anvil. Our functionaries and theirs are wares from the 
Bame workshop, made of the same materials, and by the 
same hand. If the States look with apathy on this silent 
descent of their Governihent into the gulf which is to 
swallow all, we have only to weep over the human char- 
acter, formed uncontrollable but by a rod of iron, and 
the blaspheniers of man as incapable of self-government, 
become his true historians. 

In a Ictterto J udge John.son, dated Monticcllo, 

March 4, 18-20, he .siys — * 

I cannot laj' down my pen without recurring to one of 
the subjects of my foiiiicr letter, for, in truth, there is no 
danger I apprehend so much as the consolidation of our 
Government by the noiseless, ,md therefoie unalarminc;, 
Instrumentality of the Sujircme Court. This is the form 
in which Federalism now arrays itself. 

In a letter dated June 12, same year, he says, 

The practice of Judge Marshall, of traveling out of liis 
case to jirescribe what the law would be in a moot case 
not before the court is very irregular and very ceu- 
surublc. 

In writing; to Mr. W. II. Torrance, Jmie 11, 
1815, Mr. Ji'lfor.son s^aya : 

The second question, whether the judges arc invested 
with exclusive authority to decide on the constitutionality 
of a law, has been heretofore a subject of consideratiott 
with me in the exercise of olTicial duties. Certainly 
there is not a word in the Constitution which has given 
that power to them more than to the Executive or Legis- 
lative branches. Questions of property, of character, 
and of crime, being ascribed to the judges through a 
definite course of legal proceeding, laws involving such 
questions, belong, of course, to them ; and as they decide 
on them ultimately, and without appeal, they, of course, 
decide for tkemxele- h. The constitutional validity of the 
law or laws again prescribing executive action, and to 
be administered by that branch ultimately, and without 
appeal, the Executive must decide for themselves, also, 
whether, under the Constitution, they are valid or not. 
So also, as to laws governing the proceedings of the Leg- 
islature, that body must judge /oc itself the constitution- 
ality of the law, and equally without appeal or control 
from its coordinate bi-anches. And, in general, the 
branch which is to act ultimately, and without appeal on 
any law, is the rightful expositor of the validity of_ the 
law, uncontrolled by the opinions of the other coCnli- 
uate authorities. 



SOUTllEiiX OPINIONS ON 



THE SUPliESIE COURT. 



John Taylor, of Caroline, Va., who used in 
his day to speak and write " as one having 
authority " in tlie old Jeflersonian Republican 
party, in an essay entitled " New Views of the 
Constitution," says : 

The perseverance of the gentleman in favor of a 
National Government proves that the subject was tho- 
roughly considered; and the solemn preference of the 
Federal form demonstrates that no construction by 
which the preference will be frustrated can be just. 
Its basis was State sovereignty, compatible with a fede- 
ral limited Government, but incompatible with a su- 
preme National Government. Hence State Sovereignty 
vas denied by the gentlemen who proposed a National 
ijovernment. This sovweignty is the foundation of all 
jlie powers reserved to the States. Unless they are sus- 
Mined by it, they are baseless. State legislative, ex- 
ecutive, and judicial powers, must ail or none How from 
this source. All are necessary to sustain the State Ite- 
vublican Governuients. Subject either to a master, 
»nd the otliers become subject to the same master. If 
file State judicial power, as flowing from . State sov- 
feignty, is not independent. State legislative and ex- 
.(cutive power canuot be independent, because alV rest 
upon the same foundation ; and because if a supreme 
federal Judiciary can control State Courts, it can also 
control State Legislatures and Executives. Tims a 
federal fonii of Government would be rejected, though 
it was established, and a National Government would be 
established, though it was rejected 

The legal features of the Constituti'>n, in relation to 
judges, is expressed in the sixth article: "The Con- 
stitution is the nujjreme law of the land, and the 
judges in every tStaU are to be bound tliereby." 
Can the judgme/iis of the Federal court be a su- 
preme law over this supreme law? Is there no dif- 
ference between the supremacy of a Federal court 
over inferior Federal courts, and the supremacy of the 
Constitution over all courts? The supremacy of the 
Constitution is a guaranty of the independent powers, 
within their respective si)heres, allowed by the Federal- 
ist to the State and Federal Governments. A supre- 
macy in the court might abridge or alter these spheres. 
The State judges are bound by the Constitution and by 
an oath to obey the supremacy of the Constitution, and 
not even rc(iuired to obey the supremacy of the Federal 
court. Why are all the departments of the State and 
Federal Governments equally bound to obey the supre- 
macy of the Constitution ? Because the State and Fe- 
deral Governments were considered as checking or 
balancing departments. Had either been considered as 
subordinate to a supremacjr iu the other, it would have 
been tyrannical to require it by an oath to support the 
supremacy of the Constitution, and also to break that 
oath by yielding to the usurped supremacy of the othei-. 

During the administration of John Adams, 
Ihe Judiciary system was remodeled iu such 
way as to create a large number of Circuit 
Judgeships, and to malce the Supreme Court 
simply a Court of Appeal from the inferior 
jurisdictions. After the election of Mr. Jeffer- 
son, with a Republican (Democratic) majority 
in Congress the act was repealed. 

During the debate in the Senate, which was 
protracted, on this repeal bill, Mr. Jackson 
of Georgia, said : 

We have been asked if we are afraid of having an 
army of judges ? For myself, I am more afraid of an 
army of judges under the patronage of the President, 
than of an army of soldiers. The former can do us 
more harm. They may deprive us of our liberties, if 
attached to the Kxecutive, from their decisions; and 
from the tenure of office contended for, we cannot re- 
move them; while the soldier, however he may act, is 
enlisted, or if not enlisted, only subsisted for two years ; 
whilst the judge is enlisted for life, for his salary cannot 
be taken from him.— i&'ee Annals of CongresH, 1601-2, 
page 4.1. 

During the same discussion, Mr. Mason, of 
Virginia, said : 

The objects of courts of law, as I understand them, 
are to settle questions of -right between suitors, to en- 
force obedience to the laws, and to protect the citizens 
against the oppressive use of power in the Executive 
Officios. Not to protect them against the Legislature, 



for that I think I have shown to be impossible, with the 
powers which the Legislature may salely use and exer- 
sise, and because the people have retained in thuir own 
hands the power of controlling and directing the Legis- 
lature, by their immediate and mediate elections of 
I'resident, Senate, and Uouse of itepresentatives. — See 
ib., page 73. 

Mr. Cocke, of Tcuuessee, on the same sub- 
ject, said : 

We have been told that the nation is to look up to 
these humaculale judges to protect their liberties ; to 
protect the people agamst themse.ves.— pai;* 75. 

In the House, Kobert Williams, of. North 
Carolina, .said : 

If this doctrine is to extend to the length gentlemen 
contend, then is the sovereignty of the Government to be 
swallowed up in the vortex of the Judiciary. Whatever 
the other departments of the Government may do, ihcy 
can undo. You may pas^s a law, but they can annulet. 
Will not the people liu astonished to hear that their laws 
depend upon the will of the judges, who are themselves 
independent of all law ?— -/i/., pugen 531, 533. 



John Randolph, of Roanoke, said : 

But, sir, if you pass the law, the judges are to put their 
veto upon it by declaring it uncouatilutioual. Here is a 
new power, of a dangerous and unconirolliiblo nature, 
contended for. The decision of a coustitutiunul question 
must rest somewhere. Shall it be coulidod to men im- 
mediately responsible to tlie people, or to tlioi-e wlio are 
irresponsible ? for the re.-pousibility by impeacliuient is 
little less than a name. From whom is u corrupt Uucisiou 
most to be feared ? To nie it appears that the power 
which has the right of passing, witliout appeal, on the 
validity of your laws, is your tovereiisn. . . . But, 
sir, are we not as deeply interested in tlie true exposition 
of the Constitution as the judges can be '! Willi all due 
deference to their talents, is not Congress, as capable of 
forming a correct opinion as they are ? Are not its 
members acting under a responsibility to public opinion, 
whicli can and will check their aberrations I'lom duty? 
Let a case, not an imaginary one, be stated : Congress 
violates the Constitution by fettering the press; the judi- 
cial corrective is applied to ; far from protecting the 
liberty of the citizen, or the letter of the Constitution, 
you hnd them outdoing the legislature in zeal ; i)ressing 
the common law of Kugland to their service where the 
sedition law did not ajiply. Suppose your reliance had 
been altogether on this broken statf, and not on the elec- 
tive principle? i'our press uiiglit have been enchained 
till doomsday, your citizens incarcerated for life, and 
where is your icmedy ? But if the construction of the 
Constltulicn is left with us, there are no longer limits to 
our power ; and this would be true, if an appeal did not 
lie through the elections, f.oiii us to the nation, to uliom 
alone, and not a few privileged individuals, it belongs to 

decide, iu the last resort, on liie Constitution 

In their inquisitorial capacity, the Supreme Court, re- 
lieved from the tedious labor of inve>tigat.ing judicial 
points by the law of the last session, may easily direct the 
Kxecutive, by mandamus, in what mode it is their 
pleasure that we should execute his functions. They will 
also have i" >re leisure to aUeiid to the legislature, and 
forestall, by inflammatory pamphlets, Ihe.r dec.sions on 
all important questions ; whilst, for the iauusement of the 
pubhe, we shall retain the light of debating, but not of 
voting. — lb., pages 001, 002. 



Natliatiiel Macon, r(f North Carolina, said: 

We have heard much about the judges, and the neces- 
sity of their independence. I will st:>.te one fact, to show 
that they have power as well as independence. Soon 
after the establishment of the Federal Courtj, they issued 
a writ— not being a professional man, I shall not under- 
take to give its name— to the Sujirenie Court of North 
Carolina, directing a case then depending iu the State 
Court to be brought into the Federal Court. The State 
judges refused to obey Uie summons, and laid the whole 
proceedings before the legislature, who approved iheit- 
conduct, and, as well as I remember, unanimously ; 
and this in that day was not called disorganizing.— 7^. 
page 71L 



John Bacon, of Massachusetts, said : 

The Judiciary have no more right to prescribe, di. ect, 
3r Cbntrol the acts of the other departments of iiie Gov- 
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ernment, than the other departments of the Govern- 
ment have to prescribe or direct those of the Judiciary. — 
lb., page 9S3. 

THE SKDITIOX LAW. 

When the case of Matthew Lyon was before 
the United States Senate in 1818, on petition 
asking indemnity for a fine imposed upon him 
under the Sedition Law, John J. Crittenden, of 
Kentucky, said: 

The judiciary is a valuable part of the Government, and 
ought tc be highly respected, but is not infallible. The 
Constitution is our guide — our supreme law. Blind homage 
can never be rendered by freemen to any power. In all 
cases of alleged violations of the Constitution, it was for 
Confess to make a just discrimination. — Henion'n 
Abridgment, ml. 6, page 184. 

Nathaniel Macon, of North CaroUna, on the 

same day said : 

According to some gentlemen, we were to regard the 
Judiciary more than the law, and both more than the Con- 
stitution. It was a misfortune the judges were not equal 
in infallibility to the God who made them. The truth 
was, if the judge was a pi- '*v-man out of power, he would 
be a party-man in. The ouice would not change lmn>an 
nature. lie had no doubt that the Sedition Law, and the 
pi'oceedings under it, had more effect in revolutionizing 
the Government than all its other acts, lie well remem- 
bered the language of the times— pay your taxes, but 
don't speak against government. — Ibid., page ISt. 

lion. James Barbour, of Virginia, made a re- 
port on the subject of the petition, of which the 
following is an extract : 

The first question that naturally presents itself in the 
Investigation is, was the law constitutional? The com- 
mittee have no hesitation in pronouncing, in their opin- 
ions, it was not, . . . 

The committee are aware that, in opposition to this 
view of the subject, the decision of some of the judgcg of 
the Supreme Court, sustaining the constitutionality of the 
law, has been frequently referred to, as sovereign and 
conclusive of the question. 

The committee entertain a high respect for the purity 
and intelligence of the Judiciary. Hut it is a rational re- 
spect, limited by a knowledge of the frailty of human na- 
ture, and the theory of the Constitution, which declares, 
not only that Judges may err in opinion, but also may 
commit crimes, and hence has provided a tribunal for tlie 
tj-ial of offenders. 

GEORGIA. 

In the case of Paddleford, Fay, & Compsiny 
«. the Mayor and Aldermen of the city of Sa- 
vannah, Judge Benning, in deUveriiig the opin- 
ion of the court, recited two or three cases in 
wiiicli the State of Georgia had acted in disre- 
gard of the decisions of the Supreme Court of 
the United States. In the case of Chisholm, 
executor, against Georgia, the Supreme Court 
of the United States — 

Ordered, that unless the said State shall either in due 
form appear, or show cause to the contrary, in this court, 
by tlie first day of next term, judgment by default shall be 
entered against the said State. 

The reporter adds, in a note, that " in February term, 
1794, judgment tca« rendered for the plaintiff', and a writ 
of inquiry awarded. The writ, however, was not sued out 
and executed ; so that this cause, and all of the other suits 
against States, were swept at once from the records of the 
court by the amendment of the Federal Constitution." 

Georgia treated the court with contempt in respect to 
tills case. Her position was, that the court bad no juria- 
diction of her as a party. — Georgia Reports, voL 14, 
page 479. 

The Judge proceeds to say, that *' in this 
position Georgia triumphed,'* and that the judg- 
ment against her " fell dead." 

The Judge next cites the case of Worcester 
and Butler, who had settled on the Cherokee 
lands in Georgia, contrary to the laws of tiie 
State, and for which offense they were sent to 
the penitentiary. On a writ of error, the Su- 



preme Court of the United States annulled the 
judgment in the State court, and issued a man- 
date to the Superior Court of Georgia, to carry 
its judgment of reversal into execution. Judge 
Benning proceeds : 

Now, what did Georgia do on receipt of this special 
mandate ? Through every department of her government 
she treated the uiuudate and the writ of error with con- 
tempt the most profound. She did not even lu-otest 
agaUist jurisdiction, as she had done in the case of Chis- 
holin'a e.\ecutors ; liut she kept Worcester and Butler in 
the penitentiary, and she executed, in the Creek nation, 
the laws, for violating which they had been put in the 
penitentiary. . . . 

Judge Benning, in delivering his opinion, says 
further : 

It was not only in this case that Georgia occupied this 
position ; she did it in two other cases, and those, cases of 
life and death : the case of Tassels, and that of Graves. 
One of these happened before tliose of 'Worcester and 
Butler, namely, in 1830; the other afterward, in 1884. 
The Supreme Court had issued writs of error in eacli of 
these*cases, on the application of the defendants to the 
State of Georgia ; but, as the C!>ses are not reported, it is 
to be presumed that these writs never got back to the 
Supreme Court ; or that, if they ever did, it was too late. 
It is certain that Georgia hung the applicants for the writ. 

In the Tassels case, the legislature passed 

these, among other resolutions : 

liesolved, That the State of Georgia will never so far 
conipromit her sovereignty, as an indejicndent State, as to 
become a party to the case sought to be made before the 
Supreme Court of the United States by the writ in ques- 
tion. 

Jlesolved, That his excellency tlie Governor be, and he 
and every other officer of this State is hereby, requested 
and eivjoined to disregard any and every unuidate and 
process that has been or shall be served on hini or them, 
Iiurportiiiif to proceeil from the Chief Justice or any Asso- 
ciate Justice of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
for the purpose of arresting the execution of any of tlie 
criminal laws of thb State. 

Similar resolutions were passed, as to the 
case of Graves, by the legisLauie of 1834:. 

PKNSSYLVAXIA. 

The Supreme Court of Pcnnsyh'ania, in the 
case of the Commonwealth v. Cobbett, gave a 
unanimous opinion in 17><"<, froui which the fol- 
lowing is an extract : 

If a State should di.ffer witli the United States about tho 
conjtructiou of them, there is no common umpire but tlie 
peoiile, who should adjust the affair by making amend- 
ments in the constitutional way, or suffer from the defect. 
In such a case, the Constitution of the United States is 
federal ; it is a league or treaty made by the individual 
States as one party, and all the States as another party. 
When two nations differ about the meaning of any clause, 
sentence, or word, in a treaty, neitlier has an exclusive 
right to decide it; they endeavor to adjust the matter by 
negotiation ; but if it cannot be thus accomplished, each 
has a right to retain its own interpretation, until a refer- 
ence be had to the mediation of other nations, and arbi- 
tration, or the fate of war. There is no provision in tlie 
Constitution that in such a case the judges of the Supreme 
Court of the United States shall control and be conclusive; 
neither can the Congress by a law confer that power.— 
Itetpublica v. Cobbett, 3 Vallas'a Reports, page 475. 

VIRGINIA. 

The Court of Appeals of Virginia, in 1814, in 
the case of Hunter v. Martin, devisee of Fair- 
fax, entered the following unanimous opinion, 
after full argument : 

The court is unanimously of opinion that the appellate 
power of the Supreme Court of the United States does not 
extend to this court, under a. sound construction of the 
Constitution of the United States ; that so much of the 
twenty-fifth section of the act of Congress to establish the 
judicial courts of the United States :i8 extends the appel- 
late jurisdiction of the Supreme Court to this court is not 
In pursuance of the Constitution of the United States; 
that the wiit of error in this case was improvidently al- 



i'vWi'Ai Ui-' TiiK SLT. 



lowed under the authority of that act ; that the proceed- 
Ings thereon In the Supreme Court were coram non 
judice in relation to this court ; and that obedience to its 
mandate be declined by this court. 

In times of violent party excitement, agitating the 
whole nation, to expect that judges will be entirely ex- 
empt from its influence, argues a profound ignorance of 
niiiiikind. Although clothed with the ermine, they are 
still men, and carry into the Judgment seat the passions 
and motives common to their kind. Their decisions on 
party questions reflect their individual opinions, which 
frequently betray them unconsciously into error. To 
balance the judgment of a whole people by that of two or 
three men, no matter what may be their official elevation, 
id to exalt the creature of the Constitution above its 
creator, and to assail the foundation of our political 
fabric ; which is, that the decision of the people is infal- 
lible, from which there is no appeal but to Heaven,— ASee 
Seuioti's Abridgment, ml. 6, pages 660, 661. 

Mahlon Dickersoii, of New-Jersey, said : 

But I must beg leave to differ from the honorable gen- 
tleman (Mr. Walker, of Georgia) when he informs us that 
our independent Judiciary is the bulwark of the liberties 
of the people. By which he must mean, defenders of the 
people against the oppressions of the Government. Fjom 
what I witnessed in the years 1798, 1799, and J80O, I never 
shall, I never can, consider our Judiciary as the bulwark 
of the liberties of the people. The people must look out 
for other bulwarks for their liberties.— iS'ee page 701. 

EICHABD M. JOHNSON, OF KENT0CKY. 

Mr. Johnson, wlio was elected Vice-President 
of tlie United States by the Democratic party, 
represented Kentucky in the United States 
Senate in 1822. I find in Benton's Abridg- 
ment of the Debates of Congress, vol. Y, page 
145, an elaborate speech of Mr. Johnson upon a 
resolution offered by him, proposing an amend- 
ment of the Constitution. His proposition was 
to amend the Constitution by referring all cases 
iu which a State may be a party to the final 
adjudication of the Senate. In the course of 
his remarks, he says : 

At this time there is, unfortunately, a want of confi- 
dence in the Federal Judiciary, in cases tiiat involve 
political power ; and this distrust my be carried to other 
coses, such as the lawyers call meum et tuum. 

Courts also, like cities and villages, or like legislative 
bodies, will sometimes have their leaders ; and it may 
happen, tliat a single individual will be the prime cause 
of a decision to overturn the deliberate act of a whole 
State, or of the United States ; yet, we are admonished 
to receive their opinions as the ancients did the re- 
sponses of the Delphic oracle, or the Jews, with more 
propriety, the communications from Heaven, delivered 
by Urim and T/iummim, to the High Priest of God's 
chosen people, from the sanctum sanctorum. Other 
caui>es of difference might be multiplied to a tedious ex- 
tent ; but enough has been said to show that judges, who, 
like other men, are subject to the frailties, the passions, 
the partialities, and antipathies, incident to human na- 
ture, should not be exempted from responsibility on ac- 
count of their superior integrity, learning, and capacity; 
or that their decisions should be subject to revision by 
some competent tribunal, responsible to the people. It 
U believed that this is the opinion of that great and good 
man who penned tlie Declaration of Independence, and 
who now enjoys, in the shades of Monticello, the bless- 
ings of the principles which it contains. . . . 

It was tlie judgment of a court that doomed the im- 
mortal Socrates to drink the hemlock. When the Roman 
tyrant could no longer use a hired soldiery to immolate 
the victims of his jealousy, he resorted to courts of law. 
When Henry VIII., of England, would exercise cruel 
despotism under the forms of a free Constitution, the 
army, the court, and the Parliament, were the potent 
engiiiea that sustained him. When Mary, his daughter, 
compelled the Protestants to seal their testimony at the 
stake, the court gave sanction to the murderous deeds. 
Her sister and successor, Elizabeth, created the Court of 
High Commission, and formally invested it with Inquisi- 
torial power. She also supported the arbitrary edicts of 
the Star Chamber. The Puritans, because obnoxious to 
tlie free exercise of the prerogatives of the Crown, were 
imprisoned and dispersed by process of law, and the 
Judges were the supporters of her despotic power, 
Wbeo she would destroy her unfortunate kinswoman, 

12 



IE COUllT CONSIDERED. m 

the Queen of Scots, the judges were instructed to con- 
demn her, and by their sentence she caiuc to the block. 
This horrid deed was covered by the cloak of judicial 
proceedings. When Charles I., determined to change 
the religion of Scotland, he made use of the Court of 
High Commltsion to effect the object. By the same judi 
cia! power, the advocates for the doctrines of the Re 
formation have so often been divested of their religious 
privileges, and doomed to seal with their blood that re- 
ligion which bore them triumphantly through the vale ol 
death. 

The short, though splendid history of this Government 
furnishes noth'ng that can induce us to look with a very 
favorable eye to the Federal Judiciary as a safe deposi- 
tory of out' liberties. When a law was enacted in viola, 
tion of a vital principle of the Constitution, that which 
was designed to secure the freedom of speech and of the 
press, the victims of its operation looked in vain to the 
judges to arrest the progress of usurpation. If this 
power could ever be exercised to any good purpose, it 
would be, on such occcaslons, to declare the law uncon- 
stitutional which aims a deadly blow at the vital princi- 
ples of freedom ; but, so far as the transactions of that 
day are detailed in our public records, it appears that 
the Judiciary was a willing instrument of Federal usur- 
pation. That law was executed in all the rigor of the 
spirit which dictated it. The turbulence of faction found 
no moderation there; and the people found relief only 
in their own power. The exercise of their elective fran- 
chise removed the evil, and this is their only safe depen- 
dence. 

GEN, JACKSON. 

The following is an extract from Gen. Jack- 
son's message vetoing the bill for rechartering 
the Bank of the United States. It may be 
found on page 438 of the Senate Journal for 
the first session of the Twenty-second Congress, 
and is in these words : 

If the opinion of the Supreme Court covered the 
whole ground of this act, it ought not to control the co- 
ordinate authorities of this Government. The Congress, 
the Executive, and the Court, must each for itself bo 
guided by its own opinion of the Constitution. Each 
public officer, who takes an oath to support the Consti- 
tution, swears that he will support it as he understands 
it, and not as it is understood by others. It is as much 
the duty of the House of Representatives, of tlie Senate, 
and of the President, to decide upon the constitutional- 
ity of any bill or resolution which may be presented tu 
them for passage or approval, as it is of tlie supreme 
judges, when it may be brought before them for judicial 
decision. The opinion of the judges has no more author- 
ity over Congress tlian the opinion of Congress over the 
judges ; and, on that point, the President is independ- 
ent of both. The authority of the Supreme Court must 
not, therefore, be permitted to control the Congress or 
the Executive when acting In their legislative capacities, 
but to have only such influence as the force of their 
reasoning may deserve. 



THE OTHER SIDE OF THE QUESTION. 
MR. Webster's views. 

The other side of this question was lucidly 
and ably stated by the late Daniel Webster, in a 
speech delivered before the U. S. Senate, on the 
27th of January, 1830, in the famous debate 
between Mr. W. and Mr. Hayne, of South Car- 
olina, on Foot's Resolution, as follows : 

Mr. Hayne having rej'oined to Mr. "Webster, 
especially on the constitutional question, Mr. 
Webster rose, and, in conclusion, said : 

A few words, Mr. President, on this constitutional argu- 
ment, which the honorable gentleman has labored to re- 
construct. 

His argument consists of two propositions and an infer- 
ence. His propositions are : 

1st. That the Constitution is a compact between the 
States. 

2d. That a compact between two, with authority re- 
served to one to interpret its terms, would be a surrender 
to that one of all power whatever, 

8d. Therefore, (such is his inference,) the General Gov- 
ernment does not possess the authority to construe its own 
powers. 



Now, sir, who does not see, without the aid of exposition 
or detection, the utter confusion of ideas involved in this 
Ko elaborate and systematic argument. 

The Constitution, it is said, is a compact between States ; 
the States, then, and the States only, are parties to the 
compact. IIow oomes the Oeneral Goverca\ent itself a 
party ? Upon the honorable gentleman's hypothesis, the 
General Government is the result of the compact, the crea 
ture of the compact, not one of the parties to it. Yet the 
argument, as the gentleman has now stated it, malies the 
Government itself one of its own creators. It makes it a 
party to that compact to which it owes its own existence. 

For the purpose of erecting the Constitution on the ba- 
sis of a compact, the gentleman considers the States as 
parties to that compact; but as soon as his compact is 
made, then he chooses to consider the General Govern- 
ment, which is the offspring of that compact, not its olT- 
spiing, but one of its parties ; and so being a party, with- 
out the power pf jud^ng on the terms of compact. Fray, 
sir, in what school is such reasoning as this taught? 

If the whole of the gentleman's main proposition were 
conceded to him, that is to say, if I admit for the sake of 
the argument, that the Constitution is a compact between 
States, the inferences which he draws from that proposi- 
tion are warranted by no Just reasoning. If the Constitu- 
tion be a compact between States, still that Constitution, 
or that compact, has established a government, with cer- 
tain powers ; and whether it be one of those powers, that 
it shall construe and interpret for itself the terms uf the 
compact, in doubtful cases, is a question which can only 
be decided by lookmg to the compact, and inqulringwhat 
provisions it contains on this point. Without any inconsist- 
ency with natural reason, the Government even thus crea- 
ted might be trusted with this power of construction. The 
extent of its powers, therefore, must still be sought for in 
the instrument itself. 

If the Old Confederation had contained <« <<lause, declar- 
ing that Resolutions of the Congress should be the supreme 
law of the land, any State law or Constitution to the con- 
trary notwithstanding, and that a Committee of Congress, 
or any other body created by it, should possess judicial 
powers extending to all cases arising under resolutions of 
Congress, then the power of ultimate decision would have 
been vested in Congress under the Confederation, although 
that Confederation was a compact between States ; and for 
this plain reason, that it would have been competent to the 
States, wlio alone were parties to the compact, to agree 
who should decide in cases of dispute arising on the con- 
struction of the compact. 

For the same reason, sir, if I were now to concede to the 
gentleman his principal proposition, namely, that the Con- 
stitution is a compact between titates, the question would 
still be, what provision is made, in this compact, to settle 
points of disputed construction, or contested power, that 
shall come Into controversy? And this question would 
still be answered, and conclusively answered, by the Con- 
stitution itself. 

While the gentleman is contending against construction, 
he himself is setting up the most loose and dangerous con- 
struction. The Constitution declares, that the lavcsofCon- 
(fCHH pasned in parmance of the Constitution shall be 
the supreme la>c of the land. No construction is necessary 
hu'v. It duchires, also, with equal plainness and precision, 
that t'le judicial power of the United States shall ex- 
tend to eoery ca^e arising under the la ws of Congress. 
This needs no construction. Here is a law, then, which is 
declared to be supreme ; and here is a power established, 
which is to interpret that law. Now, sir, how has the gen- 
tleman mec this? Suppose the Constitution to be a com- 
pact, yet liere are its terms ; and how does the gentleman 
get rill of them? He cannot argue the seal off the bond, 
nor the word out of the instrument. Here they arc ; what 
answer does he give to them? None in the world, sir, ex- 
cept that the effect of this would be to place the States in 
a condition of inferiority ; and that it results from the very 
nature of tilings, there being no superior, that the parties 
must be their own judges ! Thus closely and cogently does 
the honorable gentleman reason on the words of the Con- 
stitution. The gentleman says, if there be such a power 
of final decision in the General Government, he nsks for 
the grant of that power. Well, sir, I show him the grant. 
I turn him to the very words. I show him that the laws 
of Congress are made supreme ; and that the judicial 
power extends, by express words, to the interpretation of 
the^e laws. Instead of answering this, he retreats into 
the general reflection, that it must result from the nature 
of things, that the States, being parties, must judge for 
vtemseives. 

I have admitted, that, if the Constitution were to be con- 
sidered as the creature of the State Governments, it might 
be modifled, interpreted, or construed according to their 
pleasuni. But, even in that cose, it would be necessary 



that they should agree. One alone could not Interpret It 
concliulvely ; one alone could not construe it ; one alone 
could not modify it. Yet the gentleman's doctrine is, that 
Carolina alone may construe and interpret that compact 
which equally binds ail, and gives equal rights to all 

So, then, sir, even supposing the Constitution to be a 
compact between the States, the gentleman's doctrine, nev- 
ertheless, is not maintainable ; because, first, the General 
Government is not a party to that compact, but a govern- 
ment established by it, and vested by it with the powers 
of trying and deciding doubtful questions ; and secondly, 
because, if the Constitution be regarded as a compact, not 
one State only, but all the States, are parties to that com- 
pact, and one' can have no right to fix upon it her own pe- 
culiar construction. 

So much, sir, for the argument, even if the premises of 
the gentleman were granted, or could be proved. But, 
sir, the gentleman has failed to maintain his leading pro- 
position. He has not shown, it cannot be shown, that the 
Constitution is a compact between State Governments. 
The Constitution itself, in its very front, refutes that idea; 
it declares that it is ordained and established by the peo- 
pie of the United States. So far from saying that it is 
established by the governments of the several States, it 
does not even say that it is established by the people of the 
several States ; but it pronounces that it is established by 
the people of the United States, in the aggregate. The 
gentleman says, it must mean no more than the people of 
the several States. Doubtless, the people of the several 
States, taken collectively, constitute the people of the 
United States ; but it is in this, their collective capacity, it 
is as all the people of the United States, that they establish 
the Constitution. So ' ley declare ; and words cannot be 
plainer than the words used. 

When the gentleman says the Constitution is a com- 
pact between the States, he uses language exactly ap- 
plicable to the old Confederation. He speaks as if he 
were in Congress before 17S9. He describes fully that 
old state of tilings then existing. The Confederation was, 
in strictness, a compact; the States, as States, were par- 
ties to it. We had tio other general government. But 
that was found insufficient, and inadequate to the public 
exigencies. The people were not satisfied with it, and 
undertook to establish a better. They undertook to form 
a General Government, which should stand on a new 
basis ; not a confederacy, not a league, not a compact 
between States, but a Constitxition ; a popular govern- 
ment, founded in popular election, directly responsible to 
the people themselves, and divided into branches with 
prescribed limits of power, and prescribed duties. They 
ordained such a government, tliey gave it the name of 
a Cotistitution, and therein established a distribution of 
power between this, tlieir General Government, andtheif 
several State governments. When they shall become dis- 
satisfied with tliis distribution, they can alter it. Their 
own power over their own instrument remains. But un- 
til they shall alter it, it must stand as their will, and ii 
equally binding on the General Government and on the 
States. 

The gentleman, sir, finds analogy where I see none. 
He likens it to the case of a treaty, in which, there being 
no common superior, each party must interpret for Urn- 
self, under its own obligation of good faith. But tills is 
not a treaty, but a constitution of government, with 
powers to execute itself, and fulfill its duties. 

I admit, sir, that this government is a government of 
checks and balances ; that Is, the House of Uepresentatives 
is a check upon the Senate, and the Senate is a check on 
the House, and the President a check on botli. But I can- 
not comprehend, or, if I do, I totally dilTer from liim, when 
he applies the notion of checks and balances to the inter- 
ference of different governments. He argues that if wc 
transgress our constitutional limits, each State, as a 
State, has a right to check us. Does he admit the con- 
verse of the proposition, that we have a right to check 
the States ? The gentleriian's doctrines would give us a 
strange jumble of authorities and powers, instead of 
governments of separate and defined powers. It is the 
part of wisdom, I think, to avoid this ; and to keep the 
General Government and the State Government each 
in its proper sphere, avoiding aa carefully as poi^ible 
every kind of interference. 

[ Finally, sir, the honorable gentleman says, that the 
States will only interfere, by their f ^wer, to preserve the 
Constitution. They will not destroy it, they will not impair 
it ; they will only save, they will only preserve, they will 
only strengthen it. Ah ! sir, this is but the old stcy. All re- 
gulated governments, all free governments, have been 
broken by similar disinterested and well disposed inter- 
ference. It is the common pretence. But I take leave 
of the subject. 
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GEN. CASS ON POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY. 



Lettke to a. 0. P. Nicholson. 

Washington, J>eo. 24, 1847. 
Drar Sir: I have received your letter, and shall an- 
swer it as frankly as it is written. 

You ask me whether I am in favor of the acquisition of 
Blexican territory, and what are my sentiments with 
regard to the Wilmot Proviso. 

I have so often and so explicitly stated my views of 
the first question, in the Senate, that it seems almost un- 
necessary to repeat tliem here. As you request it, how- 
ever, I shall briefly give them? 

I ihink, then, tliat no peace should be granted to Mex- 
ico, till a rea3onat>le Indemnity is obtained for the inju- 
ries which she has done us. The territorial extent of 
this indemnity is. In the first instance, a subject of Execu- 
tive conslderailon. There the Constitution has placed 
it, and there I am willing to leave it ; not only because I 
have full confidence in its judicious exercise, but because, 
in the ever-varying circumstances of a war, it would be 
indiscreet, by a public declaration, to commit the coun 
try to any line of indemnity, vhlch might otherwise be 
enlarged, as the obstinate injustice of the enemy pro- 
longs the contest with Its loss of blood and treasure. 

It appears to me, that the kind of metaphysical mag- 
nanimity which would reject all Indemnity at the close of a 
bloody and expensive war, brought on by a direct attack 
upon our troops by the enemy, and preceded by a suc- 
cession of unjust acts for a series of jrears, is as unwor- 
thy of the age in which we live, as it is revolting to the 
common sense and pitictice of mankind. It would con- 
duce but little to our future security, or, indeed to our 
present reputation, to ilecla-e that we repudiate all 
expectation of compeusution from the Mexican Govern- 
ment, and are fighting, not for any practical result, but 
foi- some vague, perliaps phllanthi-opic object, which 
escapes my penetration, and must be defined by those 
who assume this nw princii)Ie of national intercommu- 
nication. All wars are to be deprecated, as well by the 
statesman as by tlie philanthropist. They are great 
evils; but there are greater evils than these, and submis- 
sion to Inju-itice Is among tliem. TI)e nation which should 
refuse to defend its riglits and Its honor when assailed, 
would soon have neither to defend ; and, when driven 
to war, it is not by professions of diiilnterestedness and 
declarations of magnanimity that its rational objects can 
be best obtained, or other nations taught a lesson of for- 
bearance—the strongest security for permanent peace 
We are at warwitli .Mexico, audits vigorous prosecution 
is the surest means of its speedy termination, and ample 
Indemnity the surest guaranty against the recurrence of 
such injustice as provoked it. 

The Wilmot Proviso has been before the country some 
time. It has been repeatedly discussed In Congress and 
by the public press. I am strongly impressed with the 
opinion, that a great change has been going on in the 
public mind upon this subject, in my own as well as oth- 
ers ; and that doubts are resolving themselves into con- 
victions, that the principle it involves should be kept out 
of the National Legislature, and left to the people of the 
confederacy in their respective local governments. 

The whole subject is a comprehensive one, and fruitful 
of important consequences. It would be ill-timed to db- 
cuss it here. I shall not assume that responsible task, but 
shall confine myself to such general views as arc neces- 
sary to the fair exhibition of my opinion. 

We may well regret the existence of Slavery in the 
Southern States, and wish they had been saved from its 
introduction. But there It is, not by the act of the present 
generation ; and we must deal with it as a great practical 
question, involving the most momentous consequences. 
We have neither the right nor the power to touch it where 
it exists ; and if we had both, their exercise, by any means 
heretofore suggested, might lead to results which no wise 
man would willingly encounter, and which no good man 
could contemplate without anxiety. 

The theory of our Government presupposes that its va- 
rious members have reserved to themselves the regulation 
of alt subjects relating to what may be termed their inter- 
nal i)olice. They are sovereign within their boundaries, 
except in those cases where they have surrendered to the 
(icDcral Govi-rnment a portion of their rights, in order to 
givo eilVct to the objects of the Union, whether these con- 
cura furcigu nations or the several States themselves. Lo- 



cal institutions, if I may bo speak, whether they have re- 
ference to Slavery or to any other rel.Ulons, domestic or 
public, are left to local authority, either original or deriva- 
tive. Congress has no right to say there shall be Slavery 
in New- York, or that there shall be no Slavery in Georgia; 
nor is there any other human power, but the people of 
those States, respectively, which can change the relations 
existing therein ; and they can say, if they will, we will 
have Slavery in the former, and we will abolish it in the 
latter. 

In various respects, the Territories differ from the States. 
Some of their rights are inchoate, and they do not possess 
the peculiar attributes of sovereignty. Their relation to 
the General Government is very imperfectly defined by 
the Constitution ; and it will be found, upon examination, 
that in that instrument the only grant of power concern- 
ing them is conveyed in the phrase, " Congress shall have 
the power to dispose of and make all needful rules and re- 
gulations respecting the territory and other property be- 
longing to the United States." Certainly this phraseology 
is very loose, if it were designed to include in the grant 
the whole power of legislation over persons, as well as 
things. The expression, the "territory and other pro- 
perty," fairly construed, relates to the public lands, as 
such ; to arsenals, dockyards, forts, ships, and all the va- 
rious kinds of property which the United States may and 
must possess. 

But surely the simple authority to dispose of and regu- 
late these does not extend to the unlimited power of legis- 
lation ; to the passage of all laws, in the most general 
acceptation of the word, which, by the by, is carefully ex- 
cluded from the sentence. And, indeed, if this were so, it 
would render unnecessary another provision of the Con- 
stitution, which grania to Congress the power to legislate, 
with the consent of the States, respectively, over all places 
purchased for the " erection of forts, magazines, arsenals, 
dockyards," etc. These being the property" of the 
United States, if the power to make "needful rules and 
regulations concerning" them includes the general power 
of legislation, then the grant of authority to regulate " the 
territory and other property of the United States " is un- 
limited, wherever subjects are found for its operation, and 
its exercise needed no auxiliary provision. If, on the 
other hand, it does not include such power of legislation 
over the "other property" of the United States, then it 
does not include it over their "territory;'''' for the same 
terms which grant the one grant the other. " Territory " 
is here classed with property, and treated as such ; and 
the object was evidently to enable the General Govern- 
ment, as a property-holder^which, from necessity, it must 
be— to manage, preserve and " dispose of' such property 
as it might possess, and which authority h essential almost 
to its being. But the lives and persons of our citizens, 
with the vast variety of objects connected with them, can* 
not be controlled by an authority which is merely called 
into existence for the purpose of making rules and regit- 
tationa for the disposition and management of pro- 
perty. 

Such, it appears to me, would be the construction put 
upon this provision of the Constitution, were this question 
now first presented for consideration, and not controlled 
by imperious ch-cumstances. The original ordinance of 
the Congress of the Confederation, passed in 17S7, and 
which was the only act upon this subject in force at the 
adoption of the Constitution, provided a complete frame 
of government for the country north of the Ohio, while In 
a territorial condition, and for its eventual admission in 
separate States Into the Union. And the persuasion that 
this ordinance contained within itself all the necessary 
means of execvtion, probably prevented any direct refer- 
ence to the subject in the Constitution, further than vest- 
ing in Congress the right to admit the States formed under 
It into the Union. However, circumstances arose, which 
required legislation, aa well over the territory north of 
the Ohio, as over other territory, both within and without 
the original Union, ceded to the General Government, 
and, at various times, a more enlarged power has been 
exercised over the Territories— tiiea.mas thereby the 
different Territorial Governments — than Is conveyed 
by the limited grant referred to. Ho^v far an existing 
necessity may have operated In producing this legisla- 
tion, and thus extending, by rather a violent implica- 
tion, powers not directly ^ven, I know not. But cer- 
tain it is that the principle of interference should not be 
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carried beyond the necessary implication, which produces 
it. It should be limited to the creation of proper 
governments for new countries, acquired or settled, and 
to the necessary provisions for their eventual adiiii3.«ion 
into the Union ; leaving, In the meantime, to the people 
inhabiting them, to regulate their internal concerns in 
ttieir own way. They are just as capable of doing so as 
the people of the States ; and they can do so, at any rate 
as soon as their political independence is recognized by 
admission into the Union. During this temporary condi- 
tion, it is hardly expedient to call into exercise a doubt- 
ful and invidious authority which questions tlie intelli- 
gence of a respectable portion of our citizens, and whose 
limitation, whatever it may be, will be rnpidly approach- 
ing its termination — an authority which would give to 
Congress despotic power, uncontrolled by the Constitu- 
tion, over most important sections of our common 
country. For, if the relatiou of master and servant may 
be regulated or annihilated by its legislation, so may the 
regulation of husband and wife, of parent and child, and 
of any other condition which our institutions and the 
habits of our society recognise. What would be thought 
if Congress should undertaico to prescribe the terms of 
marriage in New-Tork, or to regulate the authority of 
parents over their children in Pennsylvania f And yet 
it would be as vain to seek one justifying the inter- 
ference of the national legislature in the cases referred to 
in the original States of the Union. I speak tiere of the 
inherent power of Congress, and do not touch the ques- 
tion of such contracts as may be formed with new States 
when admitted into the confederacy. 

Of ali the questions which can agitate us, those which 
are merely sectional in their character are the most 
dangerous, and the most to be deprecated. The warning 
voice of him who from his character and services and 
virtue had the best right to warn us, proclaimed to his 
countrymen, in his Farewell Address — that monument of 
wisdom for him, as I hope it will be of safety for them — 
how much we had to apprehend from measures peculiarly 
affecting geographical sections of our country. The 
grave circumstances in which we are now placed make 
tiiese words words of safety ; for I am satisfied, from all 
I have seen and heard here, that a successful attempt to 
ingraft the principles of the Wilmot Proviso upon the le- 
islation of this tiovernment, and to apply them to new 
territory, should new territory be acquired, would seri- 
ously alfect our trnnquillity. I do not suffer myself to 
foresee or foretell the consequences that would ensue ; 
for I trust and believe there is good sense and good feel- 
ing enough in the country to avoid them, by avoiding ail 
occasions which might lead to them. 

Briefly, then, I am opposed to the exercise of any 
jurisdiction by Congress over this matter; and I am in 
favor of leaving to tlie people of any Territory, which 
may be hereafter acquired, the right to regulate it for 
themselves, under the general principles of the Consti- 
tution. Because— 

1. I do not bee in the Constitution any grant of the 
requisite power to Congress ; and I am not disposed to 
extend a doubtful precedent beyond its necessity — the 
establishment of Territorial Qovernraents when needed 
— leaving to the inhabitants all the rights compatible 
with the relations they bear to the confederation, 

2. Because I believe this measure, if adopted, would 
weaken, if not impair, the Union of the States ; and 
would sow the seeds of future discord, which would 
grow up and ripen into an abundant harvest of cala- 
mity. 

3. Because I believe a general conviction that such a 
proposition would succeed, would lead to an immediate 
withholding of the supplies, and thus to a dishonorable 
termination of the war. I think no dispassionate ob- 
server at the seat of Government can doubt this re- 
suit. 

4. If, however, in this I am under a misapprehension, 
I am under none in the practical operaiion of this re- 
striction, if adopted by Congress, upon a treaty of peace, 
making any acquisition of Mexican Territory. Such a 
treaty would be rejected as certainly as presented to 
the Senate. Mere than one-third of that body would 
vote against it, viewing such a principle as an exclu- 
kion of the citizens of the slaveholding States from a 
participation in the benefits acquired by the treasure 
and exertions of all, and which should be common to 
all. I am repeating— neither advancing nor defending 
these views. That branch of the subject does not lie in 
my way, and I shall not turn aside to seek it. 

In this aspect of the matter, the people of the United 
States must choose between this restriction and the ex- 
tension of their territorial limits. They cannot have 
both ; and which they will surrender must depend upon 
their representatives first, and then, if these fail them, 
upon themselves. 
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6. But after all, it seems to be generally conceded that 
this restriction, if carried into effect could, not operate 
upon any State to be formed from newly-acquired terri- 
tory. The well-known attributes of Sovereignty, recog- 
nized by us as belonging to the State Governments, 
would sweep before them any such barrier, and would 
leave the people to express and exert their will at plea- 
sure. Is the object, then, of temporary exclusion 
for so short a period as the duration of the Territorial 
Governments, worth the price at which it would be 
purchased ? — worth the discord it would engender, the 
trial to which it would expose our Union, and the evils 
that would be the certain consequence, let the trial re- 
sult as it might ? As to the course, which has been inti- 
mated, rather than proposed, of ingrafting such a restric- 
tion upon any treaty of acquisition, I persuade myself it 
would find but little favor in any portion of this country. 
Such an arrangement would render Mexico a party, 
having a right to interfere in our internal institutions in 
questions left by the Constitution to the State Govern- 
ments, and would inflict a serious blow upon our funda- 
mental principles. Few, indeed, I trust, there are among 
us who would thus grant to a foreign power the right to 
inquire into the constitution and conduct of the sover- 
eign States of this Union ; and if there are any, I am not 
among them, nor never shall be. To the people of this 
country, under God, now and hereafter, are its destinies 
committed ; and we want no foreign power to iuterro 
gate us, treaty in hand, and to say. Why have you done 
this, or wiiy iiave you left that undone ? Our own dig 
nity and the principles of national independence unite 
to repel such a proposition. 

But there is another important consideration, whicl 
ought not to be los: sight of, in the investigation of this 
subject. The question that presents itself is not a ques- 
tion of the increase, but of the diffusion of Slavery. 
Whether its sphere be stationary or progressive, its 
amount will be the same. The rejection of this restric- 
tion will not add one to the class of servitude, nor will 
its adoption give freedom to a single being who is now 
placed therein. The same numbers will be spread over 
greater territory ; and, so far as compression, witli less 
abundance of the necessaries of life, is an evil, so fur 
will that evil be mitigated by transporting slaves to a 
new country, and giving them a larger space to occupy. 

I say this in the event of the extension of Slavery over 
any new acquisition. But can it go there? This may well 
be doubted. All the descriptions which reach us of the con- 
dition of the Californias and of New-Mexico, to the acqui- 
sition of which our efforts seem to be at present directed, 
unite hi representhig those countries as agricultural regions, 
shnilar in their products to our Middle States, and gene- 
rally unfit for the production of the great staples which can 
alone render slave labor valuable. If we are not grossly 
deceived — and it is diflicidt to conceive how we can be— 
the inhabitants of those regions, whether they depend up 
on their plows or their herds, cannot be slaveholders. In 
voluntary labor, requiring the investment of large capital, 
can only be profitable when employed in the production 
of a few favored articles confined by nature to special dis- 
tricts, and paying larger returns than the usual agricultu- 
ral products spread over more considerable portions of the 
earth. 

In the able letter of Mr. Buchanan upon this subject, 
not long since given to the public, he presents similar con- 
siderations with great force. " Neither," says the distin- 
guished writer, "the soil, the climate, nor the productions 
of California, south of 86° 80', nor indeed of any portion 
of it, North or South, is adapted to slave labor ; and be- 
side every facility would be there afforded for the slave to 
escape from his master. Such property would be entirely 
insecure in any part of California. It is morally impos- 
sible, therefore, that a majority of the emigrants to that 
portion of the Territory south of 86° 80', which will be 
chiefly composed of our citizens, will ever reestablish Sla- 
very within its limits. 

" In regard to New-Mexico, east of the Rio Gn^nde, the 
question has already been settled by the admission of 
Texas into the Union. 

" Should we acquire territory beyond the Rio Grande 
and east of the Rocky Mountains, it is still more impoiisi- 
ble that a majority of the people would consent to rees- 
tablUh Slavery. They are themselves a colored popula- 
tion, and among them the negro does not belong socially 
to a degraded race." 

With this last remark, Mr. Walker fully coincides In ills 
letter written in 1814, upon the annexation of Texas, and 
which everywhere produced so favorable an imprcsion 
upon the public mind, as to have conduced very materi- 
ally to the accomplishment of that great measure. " Be- 
yond the Del Norte," siiys Mr. Walker, "Slavery will nol 
pass ; not only because it is forbidden by law, but be 
cauee the colored race there preponderates in the ratlr 
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of ten to one over the whites ; and holding, as they do, 
the government and most of the offices la their possession, 
they will not permit the enslavement of any portion of 
the colored race, which malces and executes the laws of 
the country." 

The question, it will be therefore seen on examination, 
does not regard the exclusion of Slavery from a region 
where it now exists, but a prohibition against Its Intro- 
duction where It does not exist, and where, from the feel- 
ings of the inhabitants and the laws of nature, "it is 
morally impossible," as Mr. Buchanan says, that It can 
ever reestublLsh itself. 

It augurs well for the permanence of our confederation 
that during more than half a century, which has elapsed 
lince the establishment of this government, many serious 
questions, and some of tlie highest* importance, have 
Agitated the public mind, and more than once threaten- 
ed the gi'avest consequences ; but that they have ail 
In succession passed away, leaving our institutions 
unscathed, and our country advancing In numbers, 
power, and wealth, and in all the other elements of 
National r<'Osperity, with a rapidity unknown in ancient 
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or modern days. In times of political excitement, when 
dlfiScult and delicate questions present themselves for 
solution, there Is one ark of safety for us ; and that is an 
honest appeal to the fundamental principles of our 
Union, and a stern determination to abide their dictates. 
This course ^f proceeding has carried us in safety through 
many a trouble ; and I trust will carry us safely through 
many more, should many more be destined to assail us. 
The Wilmot Proviso seeks to take from its legitimate tri- 
bunal a question of domestic policy, having no relation 
to the Union, as such, and to transfer it to anothe*, 
created by the people for a special purpose, and foreign 
to the subject matter involved in this issue. By going 
back to our true principles, we go back to the road of 
peace and safety. Leave to the people, who will be af- 
fected by this question, to adjust it upon their own re- 
■ponsibllity, and In their own manner, and we shall 
render another tribute to the original principles of our 
G-overnment, and furnish another guaranty of its permii- 
nence and prosperity. I am, dear sir, respectfully, your 
obedient servant, Lewis Giss, 

A. 0. P. Nicholson, Esq., Nashville, Tenn. 
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The following letter was addressd to the 
New York City Delegates to the Utica Free 
Soil Convention, of 1848, in response to a letter 
to Martin Van Buren, asliing his opinion on the 
subject herein discussed : 

) Llsdenwold, Juno 20, 1848. 

Gbntlrmkn : You desire also my views li regard 

to the prohibition by Congress of Slavery in territories 
where h does not now exist, and they shall be given in a 
few words, and in a manner which will not, I hope, in- 
crease, if It dues not diminish tlie existing excitement in 
the public mind. 

The lUustriuus founders of our Government were not 
Insensible to the apparent inconsistency between the 
perpetuation of Slavery in tlie United States, and the 
priuciples of tlie itevolution, as delineated in the Declara- 
tion of Independence; and they were too ingenuous in 
their dispositions to attempt to conceal the impressions 
by which itiey were embarrassed. But tliey knew, also, 
that its speeily abolition in several of the States, was 
impossible, and its existence in all, without fault on the 
part of the present generation. They were also too upright 
and the fraternal feelings which had carried them through 
the struggle for independence were too strong to permit 
them to deal with such a matter upon any other principles 
than ihojc of liberality and justice. Tiie policy they 
adopted was tn guarantee to tlie States in which Slavery 
existed, an exclusive control over the subject within their 
respective jurisdictions, but to prevent by united efforts. 
Its extension to territories uf the United States in winch 
it did n'lt in fact exist. 

On all sides t ie most expedient means to carry out 
this p ilioy were adopted with alacrity and good feeling. 
Their first step was to interdict the introduction of Slavery 
Into the Northwestern Territory, now covered by the 
States of Oliio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan and Wisconsin. 
This may justly be regarded, .".s being In t he main, a 
Southern measure. The subject was first brought forward 
in Congress by Jlr. Jefferson. Virginia made the cession 
Of territory upon which the ordinance was intended to 
operate, and the Uepreseiitatives from all the slave- 
holding States gave It a unanimous support. Doubts have 
arisen in tlie minds of some whether the ordinance of 
17ST was authorized by the articles of Confederation. A 
bill was introduced in the new Constitution, rccogniring 
and adapting It to the new organization, and it has ever 
dnce been treated and regarded as a valid act. This bill 
received the Constitutional approbation of President 
Washington, whose highest and sworn duty it was to sup- 
port the Constitution under which it was enacted. Nor 
was the North backward in doing its part to sustain the 
policy whieh h<id been wisely adopted. They assented to 
the insertion of provisions in the Constitution necessary 
and sufficient to protect that interest 'a the States, and 
they did more. 

The trouble apprehended at the commencement of the 
Government fruin this source, began to show itself hs 
early as the year 1790, in tlie form iif Petitions presenteil 
to Congress upon the subject of Slavery tlie slate- 



trade by the Quakers of Philadelphia and New- York, and 
by Dr. Franklin as President of a society for the promo- 
tion of Abolition. The?>; petitions were in the House of 
Representatives, referred to a Committee of seven, ail 
but one of whom were Northern mr^mbers, whose report 
as amended in Committee of the Whole, affirmed " that 
Congress have no power to interfere in the emancipation of 
slaves, or in the treatment of them within any of the 
States, It remaining with the several States alone to pro- 
vide any regulation therein which humanity and true 
policy might require," 

The perseverance and good faith with which both 
branches of policy thus adopted have, until very recently, 
been recognized and carried out, are highly honorable to 
the whole coimtry. The peculiarity of the subject to be 
converted into an element of political agitation, as well 
in the siaveholdlng as in the non-slaveholding States, may 
have led to occasional attempts so to employ it, but these 
efforts have been very successfully frustrated by the good 
sense and good feeling of the people in every quarter of 
the Union. A detailed account of the numerous acts of 
the Federal Government, sustaining and carrying into 
full effect the policy of its founders upon the subject of 
Slavery in the States, and its extension to the Territories, 
and the steps taken, in the non-slaveholding States, to 
suppress or neutralize undue agitation in regard to it, 
would be alike instructive and honorable to the actors in 
them. But it will be readily perceived that this could not 
be given within the necessary limits of a communication 
like the pre -ent. It must therefore suffice to say that 
from 17S7. the date of the ordinance for the prevention of 
Slavery i.i tiie Northwestern Territory, down to and in- 
cludini; 1S')8, at least eleven acts of Congress have been 
passed, organizing Territories which have since become 
States, ill all of which the Constitutional power of Con- 
gess to interdict the introiluction of Slavery into the Ter- 
ritories of the United States, is either directly exercised, 
or clearly assert«d by enactments which, as matters of 
EUthority, are tantamount to its exercise; and that at the 
only period when the peace of the siaveholdlng States was 
suppo.'ied to be seriously endangered by Aboli ion agita- 
tion, there was a, spontaneous uprising of the people 
of the Nortli of bntfk parties, by which agitation was 
paralyzed, and the S mth reassured of our fidelity to the 
compromises of the Constitution. 

In the laws for the organization of the Territories, which 
now constitute the States of Ohio, Indiana, Michigan, 
Illlncis, Wisconsin and Iowa, Slavery was expressly pro- 
hibited. The laws for the organization of the Territories 
of Mississippi, New Orleans, Arkansas, Alabama and 
Florida, containing enactments fully equivalent in regard 
to the extent of power in Congress over the subject of 
Slavery In the Territories to the express exercise of it 
In other cases. These acts were approved by Presidents 
Washington, the eider Adams, .Tefferson, Madison, Monroe, 
Jackson and myself, all bound by our oaths of olfice to 
withhold our respective approvals from laws whicli we 
believed uncon.^titutional. If in the passage of these laws 
during a period of half a century, and under the udminis- 
tration of so many Presidents, tliere was anything like 
j sectional divisions, or a greater or less participation In 
! tiiOr enactment on the part of tlie Representatives of thit 
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Blaveholding or non-slaveholding States, I am not ap- 
prised of it. I believe the pliiu J^viaed by the founders 
of the Oovernment, including the Fathers of our Political 
Church, for the treatment of tills great subject, and which 
has hitherto been so faithfully sustained, and which has 
provea so successful in preserving the Union of these 
States, to be not only the wisest which the wit of man 
could have deviaed ; but the only one consistent with the 
safety and prosperity of the vrhoie country. I do, there- 
fore, desire to see it continued so long as Slavery exists in 
the United States. The extent to which I have sustained 
it in the various public stations I have occupied is known 
to the country. I was at the time well aware that I went 
further in this respect than many of my best friends could 
approve. But deeply penetrated by the conviction that 
Slavery was the only subject that could endanger our 
blessed Union, I was determined that no effort on my 
part, within the pale of the Constitution, should be want- 
ing to sustain its compromises, as they were then under- 
stood, and it is now a source of consolation to me that I 
pursued the course I then adopted. 

The doctrine which the late Baltimore Convention has 
presented for the sanction of the nation, is, iu substance, 
that the laws I referred to were but so many violations of 
the Constitution— that this instrument confers no power on 
Congress to exclude Slavery from the Territories, as has 
BO often been done with the assent of all. This doctrine 
is set forth in the published opinion of the highly respect- 
able nominee of that Convention, who, it is well known, 
received that distinction, because he avowed that opinion, 
and who, it is equally certain, would not have received it 
if he had not done so. It is proposed to give this doctrine 
the most solemn sanction known to our political system, 
by the electiou of its declared advocate and supporter to 
the Presidency. If it receives the proposed sanction of 
the People of the United States, the result cannot be 
doubtful. The policy in regard to the extension of 
Slavery to the Territories of the United States into which 
it has not yet been introduced, which has existed since 
the commencement of the Oovernment, and the conse- 
quences of which have been so salutary, must cease, and 
every act of Congress designed to carry it into effect be 
defeated by the Veto of the Executive. 

The Territories now owned by the United States, and 
every acquisition of territory that may hereafter be made 
to the United States, whether obtained by annexation, by 
cession for a valuable consideration, or by conquest, must, 
as long a« this opinion is held, and as far as the action of 
the National Legislature is concerned, be subject to the 
Inroads of Slavery, And this consequence is to be sub- 
mitted to on the assumption that the framers of the 
Constitution, with their attention directed to the subject, 
and with a well understood desire to do so, have failed to 
clothe Congress with the necessary powers to prevent it. 
I cannot, with my vote, contribute to this sanction. I 
cannot do so, because I cannot concur in the opinion 
which we are called upon to sustain. 

The power, the existence of which is at this late day de- 
iried, is, in my opinion, fully granted to Congress by the Con- 
Btitation. Its language, the circumstances under which it 
was adopted, the recorded explanations which accompanied 
Its formation — the construction it has received from our 
liighest judicial tribunals, and the very solemn and re- 
peated confirmations it has derived from the measures of 
the Government— leave not the shadow of a doubt in my 
mind, In regard to the authority of Congress to exercise 
the power in question. This is not a new opinion on my 
^rt, nor the first occasion on which it has been avowed, 
lie iao caa^date of my friends for the Presidency, I 



dbtlnctly announced my opinion In favor of the power of 
Congress to abolish Slavery in the Bistria of Columbia, 
although I was, for reasons which were then, and are still 
satisfactory to my mind, very decidedly opposed to its 
exercise there. The question of power is certainly as 
clear in respect to the Territories as it is in regard to that 
District ; and as to the Territories, my opinion was also 
made known in a still more solemn form, by giving the 
Executive approval required by the Constitution to the 
bill for the organization of the Territorial Oovernment of 
Iowa, which prohibited the iutroducticn of Slavery into 
that Territory. 

The opinion from which we dissent was given in the 
face of, and directly contrary to, the views expressed, io 
forms the most solemn and explicit, by all or nearly all 
the non-slitveholding States, and we are not at liberty to 
suspect the sincerity of these expressions. Honest and 
well-meaning men, as we know the masses of our politi- 
cal friends in those Slates to be, are incapable of trifliog 
with so grave a subject. 

Our ancestors signalized the commencement of this 
glorious Oovernment of ours, by rescuing from subjection 
to Slavery a 'I'erritory which is now covered by five great 
States, and peopleil by more than four millions of freemen, 
in the full enjoyment of every blessing which industry 
and good institutions can confer. They did this when the 
opinions and conduct of the world in regard to the insti- 
tution of Slavery were very different from what they are 
now. 

Tliey did so before Oreat Britain had even commenced 
those gigantic efforts for the suppression of Slavery by 
which she has so greatly distinguished herself. After 
seventy-four years' eitjnyment of the sacred and invalu- 
able riijht of self-government, obtained for us by the valor 
and discretion of our ancestors, we, their descendants, 
are called upon to doom, or i! that is too strong a word, 
to expose to the inroad of Slavery, a territory capable of 
sustaining an equal number of new States to be added to 
our Confederacy — a territory In a great part of which 
Slavery has never existed In fact, and from the residue of 
which it has been expressly abolished by the existing Oov- 
ernment. We are called upon to do this at a period when 
the minds of nearly all mankind have been penetrated by 
a conviction of the evils of Slavery, and are united in 
efforts for its suppression — at a moment, too, when the spirit 
of Freedom and Ueform Is everywhere far more prevalent 
than it has ever been, and when our Kepublic stands 
proudly forth us the great exemplar of tlie world in the 
science of Free Government. 

Who can believe that a population like that which in- 
habits the non-slaveholding istates, probably amounting 
to twelve millions, who by their own acts, or by the fore- 
sight of others, have been exempted from the evils of 
S.avery, can at such a moment be induced, by considera- 
tions of any description, to make a retrograde movement 
of a character so extraordinary and so painfulf Such a 
movement would, In my view of the matter— and I say it 
with unfeigned deference to the conflicting opinions of 
others— bring repronch upon the Influence of free institu- 
tions, which would delight the hearts and excite the hopes 
of the advocates of arbitrary power throughout the 
world 

Accept, gentlemen, ray warmest acknowledgments for 
the obliging expressions contained in your letter, and be- 
lieve me to be 

Your friend, Mabtis Van Bcbes. 

To Messrs. Nelson .T. Waterbury, David Dudley Field, and 
olhern, Mew Voric 
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Action of Congress on the Public Lands. 



The Public Domain of the United States is 
still immense, notwithstanding the millions upon 
millions of acres which have been squandered 
or passed over to the hands of speculators and 
monopolists, by the action of the National Go- 
Ternment during the past few years. It is 
estimated by intelligent persons, who have 
given their attention to the subject, that lying 
within the States and Territories of this Govern- 



ment there are now about one thousand millions 
of acres of public lands still unentered. " What 
shall be done with this immense domain ?" is a 
question which has for yeirs occupied the 
minds of thoughtful men, wlio have the best 
interests of society at heart. At length, the 
great question of the proper disposition of these 
lands has become one of party, and may be stated 
aa follows : " Shall the Public Domain be open 
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to monopoly by speculators, leading inevitably 
to a landed aristocracy ? or shall it be reserved 
for actual occupants in small quantities, at a 
nominal price, or Avithout price ?" There would 
be no difficulty whatever in adjusting this 
question at any time and in the right way, if 
the Negro question, which, in the National 
Administration, absorbs or overrides all others, 
were not behind it. Although this is an old 
question, it had never commanded in Congress, 
the attention to which it is entitled, previous to 
the orgar.:/ial,.ion of the Republican party ; be- 
cause until that time both the great parties 
into which the country was divided were either 
controlled, or their action was modified, by the 
Siaveholdiug interest of the country. That 
interest, wliich is ever vigilant, understands 
that Slavery cannot well exist were small free- 
holds prevail, and hence it opposes, with all its 
great power, all Preemption and Homestead 
laws, knowing well that if our new States and 
Territories are to be occupied in quarter-sec- 
tions, they will be occupied by working farmers, 
and not by speculators and great planters. 

Since this question has assumed a national 
importance, a concise record of the proceedings 
and votes in Congress during the session of 
1858-9, and 1859-60, upon the disposition of 
the Public Domain, will be of interest as a 
matter of record. 

On the 20th of January, 1859, (See Congress- 
ional Globe, p. 492,) a bill relating to preemp- 
tions, reported from the Committee on Public 
Lands, was pending before the House. The bill 
proposed to make some changes in the details 
of existing preemption laws, but without affect- 
ing tlie substance of the present system of dis- 
posing of the public lands. It was, however, in 
parliamentary order to propose to amend the 
bill 80 as to change the present system, and to 
bring the House to a direct vote upon such pro- 
positions. Tlie friends of such change were 
prompt to avail themselves of this advantage. 

Mr. Grow, of Pennsylvania, moved to amend 
the bill by adding the following as an additional 
section : 

Be it further enacted, That from and after the pas- 
sage of this act, no public land shall be exposed to sale by 
proclamation of the President, unless the same shall have 
been surveyed, and the return of such survey duly filed in 
the Land Office, for ten years or more before such sale. 

The force and effect of this amendment would 
be to give the preemptors ten years the start 
of the speculators and land monopolists. That 
is to say : with the addition of Mr. Grow's 
amendment to the existing laws and regulations 
touching the Public Lands, they would be open 
to preemption ten years before they could come 
within the grasp of the speculator, thus giving 
the poor, industrious settler ample time to 
"clear up" his farm and pay for it from the pro- 
ceeds of the soil. This was just what the South 
and the Democracy did not want, as the sequel 
will show. 

The opponents of the bill forthwith resorted 
to parliameniary tactics to avoid a direct issue 
upon Mr. Grow's proposition. 

Their first movement was a motion to refer 
the bill and amendment to the Committee of the 
Whole, familiarly and aptly styled ''the tomb of 
the Capulets." If that reference had been car- 



ried, the bill never would have been reached, 
and would never have been heard of afterward. 

The vote upon the motion to refer the bill to 
the Committee of the Whole, was as follows— 
the Democrats in Roman, the Republicans in 
Italics, and the Southern Americans in small 

CAPITALS : 

TdAB. 

Mainb.— T^'bod!— 1. 

CoNNBCTicoT.— Arnold, Bishop— 3. 

lSBW-YoRK.—£urrouffhB, Maclay, Enssell, Taylor— 4. 

New-Jersev. — Wortendyke— 1. 

Pbnhsylvania.— Ahl, Chapman, Bewart, Montgomery, 
Morris, Jtitchie,VI'liiU—T . 

Maryland. — Harris, Rioaud— 2. 

ViROiNiA.— Bocock, Caskie, EdmundsoD, Faulkner. Oar- 
nett, Millson, Powell-T. 

North Carolina.— Craige, Ruffin, Scales, Wlnslow— 4. 

SODTH Carolina.— Boyce, Branch, Keltt, McQueen, 
Miles— 6. 

Georgia.— Crawford, Gartrell, Jackson, Seward, Ste- 
phens, Trippb, Wright— 7. 
Florida.— Hawkins— 1. 

Alabama.— Curry, Houston, Moore, Shorter— 4. 
MississiPPL— Barksdale, Davis, McRae— 8. 
LoDisiANA.— EosTis, Sandidge, Taylor— 3. 
Texas.— Brvan, Reagan— 2. 

T^siNBssBB.— Atkins, Jones, Matnabd, Ready, Savage, 
Watkins, Zolucoffbr— 7. 

Kentdckt.— Burnett, Jewett, Marshall, Peyton. Ste- 
ven«on, Talbott, Underwood— 7. 

MissonRi.— Anderson, Caruthers, John 3. Clark, James 
Craig, Phelps, Woodson— 6. 

Cockerill, Qroesbeck, Sdrlan, Law- 
rence, Nichols, Pendleton, Vallandigham— 8. 

Indiana.— Davis, English, Gregg, Hughes, Hlblack— B. 

Illinois.— Marshall, Morris, Shaw, Smith— 4. 

Total, 90. 

HATS. 

UkKK.— Foster, Oilman, Morse, I, WasTibwiir-i. 

New-Hampshirb.— C5rfflfl'j», Tapparir—i. 

Vermont.— JforWW, Jioyce, Fa«o«— 8. 

Massachusetts.— 5««ftft>», Burlinaame, Chaffee, Co- 
rrnns, Dawes, ffall, Knapp, Thayer— 9. 

Rhode Island.— ^my ton., JDur/ee—i. 

Conneoticot.— <7ter*. Dean— 'A 

Nkw-Yorz.— Andrews, Clark, John Cochrane, Dodd. 
Fenton, Granger, Hatch, Hoard, KeUey, Matteson, 
Morgan, Morse, Murray, OUn, Palmar, Parker, Spiii- 
ner, Thompson— \%. 

Nnw-jKRsisr.-Clawson, Huyler- 2. 

Pennsylvania.— Coeode, Ildie, Florence, (Trow, Jones. 
jE:etm,Leidy,Furviance, Stewart— 9. 

Maryland.— Bowie, Stewart— 2. 

ViRQiNiA.— Goode, Hopkins— 2. 

North Carolina.— Gilmkb, Vancb— 2. 

Alabama.— Cobb, Dowdcll, Stallworth— 8 

MississiPPL— Singleton— 1. 

Omo.—mn{iham, BlU*, Giddings, Hall, LaiUr, 
Mott, Sherman. Stanton, Tompkins, Wade— 11, 
^niA^i..— Colfax, Foley, Kilgore, Pettit, Wilson 

Jxxmoii.—Farnsworth,Kellogg, Lovejoy, WasMmme, 
liUssovRi,— Blair— 1, 

MicHiQAN.— ZfoMjgrrf, Leach, Walbridge, WaZdron 

Wisconsin.— Po«flr, Washburn— 2. 
lovTA..— Curtis, Do/cis—Z. 
California.— Scott— 1. 

Minnesota.- Cavanaugh, Phelps— 3. Total, 92. 

The motion to refer the bill to the Commit- 
tee of the Whole having thus failed, the House 
was brought to a direct vote upon Mr. Grow's 
amendment, which was adopted by the follow- 
ing votes : 

YEAS. 

IUke.— Foster, Gilman, Jforse, Washburn, Wood 

New-Hampshire,— (7ra^f», Pike, Tappan-8. 
Vermont.— iforriW, Jioyce, Walton-K 
Massachdsktts.— Burlinaame, Chaffee, 
Oomins, Danis, Dances, Oooch, Ball, Knapp, Thayw 

Rhode Isand,— .ffrayton., Durfee—I,, 
Connectiodt.— 2>ea»— 1. 

New- York.— .rfttdrews, Bennett, Burroug/ts, Clark, 
John Cochraue, Dodd, Fenton, Granger, Hoard, Kei- 
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sey, Matteson, Morgan, Morse, Murray, Olin. I'd!- 
mer, Parker, /Sherman, Spinner, TAompiion—20. 
Nkw-Jkkskt. — Rohhins—l. 

Pkmnsylvasu.— Chapman, Covode, Edie, Florence, 
Grow, Keim, Morris, Phillips, Furviance, Ritchie, 
Stewart— 11. 

Makyland. — Stewart— 1. 

TENiiEsSKK.— Atkins, Avery, Jones, Savage— 4. 

Kentdcky.— Jewett, Stevenson, Talbott— 8. 

Oaio—.Singham, Miss, CockeiWl.G iddings, Harlan, 
Morton, Lawrence, Leiter, Miller, Mott, Sherman, Stan- 
ton, Tompkins, Wade—li. 

Jsm^SA.— Col/ax, Kilgore, Pettit, Wilson -4 

\uA^ois,—FarnsvoorP- JCellogg, Lov^oy, Washliume 
—4. 

Michigan.— toward, Leach, Walbridge, Waldro}i 
—4. 

"Wiscovsia.—Sillinghurst, Potter, Washl>um~8. 
Minnesota.— Cavanaiigh, Phelps— 2. 
lovr A.— Curtis, Davis— 
MissooBL— iftoir— 1. Total, 98. 

HATS. 

CoNNBCTiCDT. — Arnold — 1. 
Nbw-Yobk.— Russell, Searing, Taylor— 8. 
Ntw-JsRSKT. — Huyler, Woriendyke— 2. 
PBNNSTI.VANIA.— Ahl, Dewart, Leidy, Montgomery— 4. 
Delaware — Whlteley— 1. 
Martland. — Bowie— 1. 

ViBOiNiA.- Bocock, Caskic, Edmundson, Garnett, 
Goode, Hopkins, Millson, Powell— 8. 

NoBTn Cabouna.— Branch, Craige, Gilmer, RufBn, 
Scales, Sliaw, Vance, Winslow — S. 

SoDTB Carolina.— Bonham, Boyce, McQueen, Miles — 4. 

Georgia. — Crawford, Gartrell, Jackson, Seward, 
Stephens, Tbippb, Wright — 7. 

Flobida.— Uawkius— ] . 

Alabama,— Cohb, Curry, Dowdell, Houston, Moore, 
Shorter, Stallworth— 7. 
MrasissiPPi.— Davis, SIcUae, Singleton— 8, 
Louisiana.— Edstis, Sandtdge— 2. 
Texas.— Reagan-l. 

Tennessee.— Maxnabd, Rbadt, Smith, 'Watkins, Zolli- 

COFFEB— 6. 

Kentdcky.- Burnett, Elliott, Undebwood— 8. 
Ohio.— Burns, Cox, Hall, Pendleton, Vallandigham— 5. 
Indiana.- Davis, Foley, Gregg, Hughes— 4. 
Illinois.— Hodges, Marshall, Shaw, Smith- 4. 
MissocRi.— Andkbson, Caruthers, Clark, Craig, Phelps, 
Woodson— 6. 
Caufobnia.— Scott— 1. Total, 81. 

Upon the adoption of Mr. Grow'e amendment, 
the Republican vote, as will be seen, was unani- 
mously in the affirmative. Of the votes from 
the Slave States, all but nine were in the nega- 
tive, and, as we shall presently see, there was 
only one of that number who was really in favor 
of it, this one being Mr. Blair, Bepublican, of 
Missouri. 

Mr. Grow's amendment being incorporated 
into the bill, the next question was upon the 
passage of the bill, which was defeated by the 
following vote : 

teas. 

UkiSK.— Foster, Morse, Washburn. Woodr^. 
New-Hamp6Hibk.— Crtfj/m, Pike, 7apijan—2. 
Vebmost.— J/or/-i'W, Jloyce, Walton— S. 
Massachcsetts —Buffinton, Burlin^ame, Chaffee, 
Comina, Davis, Dawes, Gooch, JIaU, Knapp, Tliayer 

Rhode XsLKT/o.—Brayton, Durfee—I. 

CossKcticxiT.— Clark, Dean—-i. 

Vsvf-YoRfi.— Andrews, Bennett, Burroughs, Clark, 
<7. B. Cochrane, John Cochrane, Dodd, FenUm, Gran- 
ger. Hatch, Hoard, Keleey, Matteaon, Morgan, Morse, 
Murray, Olin, Palmer, Parker, Spinner^ Thompson 

TStw-JsKSBr.—Clav;8on, Bobbins— 2. 
Pkn.'Jsylvani*.— CWorfe, Dick, Edie, Grow, Eeim, 
Morris, Puroiance, Ritchie, Stewart— 9. 
MABrLAND.— Davis— 1, 

Ohio.— ^in^Aam, Bliss, Cox, Giddings, Hall, Harlan, 
fforton, Leiter, Miller, Mott, Sherman, Stanton, Tomp- 
kins, Wade-U. I /' 

Michigan,- ifoMord, Leach, Walbridge, Waldron 

liiDiAHi,— CioZ/oaj, Kilgore, PetUt, WiUon—i. 



Illinois — Farnaworth, KeUogg, Lov^oy, Morris, 
TPlis/i&Jwwa— 6. 
Wisconsin.— Poffw, Washburn — 2, 
Iowa.— 6WW«, Davis— 2. 
Minnesota.— Cavanaugh, Phelps— 2, 
MissoDBi,— .B^air— 1. Total— 91. 

NATS. 

Connecticdt, — Arnold— 1. 

Nkw- York — Corning, Russell, Searing, Taylor— 4. 

Nkw-Jbrskt. — Huyler.— 1, 

Vknnsvlvania.— Ahl, Chapman, Dewart, Florence 
Jones, Leidy, Montgomery, Phillips, White -9. 

Dklaware.— Whiteley— 1. 

Martland. — ^Bowie, Uicaud, Stewai't— 3. 

Virginia. — Bocock, Caskie, Edmundson, Garnett, 
Goode, Hopkins, Millson, Powell— 8. 

North Carolina.— Craige, Gilmkb, Rui&n, Scales, 
Shaw, Vance, Winslow— 7. 

SoDTH Carolina.— Bonham, Boyce, McQueen— 3. 

Georgia. — Crawford, Gartrel, Jackson, Stephens, 
Tbippb, Wright— 6. 

Flobida,— Hawkins— 1. 

Alabama.— Cobb, Dowdell, Houston, Moore, Shorter, 
Stallworth-6, 
Mississippi.— Barksdale. Davis, McRae, Singleton— 4 
Louisiana.— Sandidge, Taylor— 2. 
Texas. — Bryan, Reagan— 2. 
Abkansas.— Greenwood —1. 

Tennkbseb.— Atkius, Avery, Jones, Matnabd, Rbadt, 
Savage, Smith, Watkins, Zollicoffer— 9, 

Kkntuckv.— Burnett, Clay, Elliott, Jewett, Marshall, 
Mason, Peyton, Stevenson, Talbott, Underwood— 10. 

Ohio. — Burns, CockeriU, Groesbeck, Pendleton, Val- 
landigham— 5. 

Indiana. — Davis, Foley, Gregg, Hughes— 4. 

Illinois. — Marshall, Shaw— 2. 

Missouri.— Andkrson, Caruthers, Clark, Craig, Phelps, 
Woodson. Total— 95. 

The defeat of the bill, in consequence of the 
incorporation into it of Mr. Grow's amend- 
ment, shows that a majority of the House was 
really opposed to that amendment, although it 
had been adopted by a vote of 98 to SI. Cer- 
tain members, who did not dare to vote directly 
against the amendment, joined in killing it 
afterward, by killing the bill, of which it bad 
been made a part by their own votes. 

Thus Messrs. Stewart, of Maryland, Atkins, 
Avery, Jones and Savage, of Tennessee, and 
Jewett, Stephenson, and Talbot, of Kentucky, 
who had voted for the amendment, voted after 
ward against the bill. Only one, Mr. Blair, of 
the nine Southern supporters of the amend- 
ment, proved true to it in the end, and no other 
Southern member came to its support in the 
final vote, saving only Mr. Bavis, of Maryland, 
who represents the free-labor interest of the 
city of Baltimore, rather than the interest of 
the slavcholding and landed aristocracy of the 
planting States. 

Afterward, on the same day, when these 
votes upon Mr. Grow's amendment were given, 
t!ie representatives from Minnesota, both of 
them members of the Democratic party, de- 
livered speeches, in which they made no secret 
of their chagrin that a measure so vital to their 
constituency encountered the nearly unanimous 
opposition of their political friends, Mr. Cava* 
naugh, one of the members from Minnesota 
{Globe, p. C05), said : 

With reference to the vote on this bill to-day, with an 
overwiieliuiiig majority of this side of the House voting 
against my colleague and myself, voting against this bill, 
I say it frankly, I say it In sorrow, that it was to the Re- 
publican side of the House to whom we were compelled to 
luok for support of this Just and honorable measure. 
Gentlemen from the South, gentlemen who have broad 
acres and wide plantations, aided here to-day by tlielr 
vnUa more to make Kepubllcan States in the North than 
by any vote which has been cast within the last two 
years. These geiillenuju come here and ask us to support 
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the South ; yet they, to a man almost, vote against the 
free, independent labor of tlie North and West. 

I, sir, liavu inherited my Democracy ; have been at- 
tached to the Democratic party from my boyhood j have 
believed in tlie great truths as enunciated by the " fa- 
thers of tlie faitli," and have cherished them religiously, 
knowing that, by their faithful applicatiou to every 
department of this Government, this nation has grown 
up from struggling colonies to prosperous, powerful, and 
sovereign States. But, sir, when I see Southern gentle- 
men ooiiic up, as I did to-day, and refuse, by their votes, 
to aid my constituents, refuse to plaue the actual tiller of 
the soil, tiie honest, industrious laborer, beyond the grasp 
and avarice of tiie speculator, I tell you, sir, I falter and 
I hesitate. 

The amendment of Mr. Grow, forbidding the 
public sales of lands for at least ten years after 
their survey, would secure the great bulk of the 
lands to precmptors, and would give them a 
long pay-day, and thus save them from the 
enormous usury they are now compelled to pay 
to money-lenders. It would not reduce the 
revenue derived by the Treasury from the 
public lands, but would only postpone it, and 
this postponement would be far less prejudicial 
to the Government than it would be beneficial 
to the settler. The Government can borrow 
money at four and a half per cent, per annum, 
while the settler frequently pays five per cent, 
per month for the money to enter his lands, to 
prevent their sale at public auction. 

On the first of February, the question of the 
Public Lands was again before the House, the 
pending bill (House bill No. 12) being a bill to 
secure Homesteads to actual settlers, and being 
in the words following : 

A BILL TO !^KCURE HOMESTEADS TO ACTUAL SET- 
TI KKS ON THE PUBLIC DOMAIN. 

§ 1. jBe it enacted hy the Senate and House of Re- 
presentatives of the United States ofAmericain Con- 
gress assembled, That any person wlio is the head of a 
family, or who has arrived at the age of twenty-one 
yeurs, ami is a citizen of the United States, or who shall 
have filed his intention to become such, as required by the 
naturalization laws of the United States, shall, from and 
after tlie passage of this act, be entitled to enter, free of 
cost, one quarter-section of vacant and unappropriated 
public lands which may, at the time the application is 
inadc, be subject to private entry, at $1 25 per acre, or a 
quantity equal thereto, to be located In a body, in con- 
formity Willi the legal subdivisions of public lauds, and 
after the same shall have been surveyed. 

§ 2, And he it furVier enacted, That the person ap- 
plying for the benetit of tliis act shall, upon application to 
the register of the land office In which he or she is about 
to make such entry, make affidavit before the said regis- 
ter that he or she is the head of a family, or is twenty-one 
years or more of age, and that such application is made 
for his or her exclusive use and benefit, and those spe- 
cially mentioned in this act, and not either directly or 
Indirectly for the use or benefit of any other person or 
persons whomsoever ; and upon making the affidavit as 
above requireii, and tiling the affidavit with the register, 
he or she shall thereupon be permitted to enter the 
quantity of land already specified : Provided, however. 
That no certificate shall be given or patent issued therefor 
until the expiration of five years from the date of such 
entry ; and if, at the expiration of such time, or at any 
Ume thereafter, tlie person making such entry, or, if he 
be dead, his widow, or, in case of her death, his heirs or 
devisee, or in case of a widow making such entry, her 
heirs or devisee, in case of her death, shall prove by 
two creditable witnesses that he, she, or theyj have con- 
tinued to reside upon and cultivate such land, and still 
reside upon the same, and have not alienated the same, 
or any part thereof, then, In such case, he, she, or they, if 
at that time a citizen of the United States, shall, on i:ay- 
ment often dollars, be entitled to a patent, as in other 
cases provided by for law : And provided, further, In 
case of the death of both father and mother, leaving an in- 
fant child or children under twenty-one years of age, the 
right and the Tee shall inure to the benefit of said infant 
child or children, and the executor, administrator or 
guardian may, at any time within two years after the 
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death of the surviving parent, and in accordance with the 
laws tjf the State in which such children for the time being 
have their doioicil, sell said land for the benefit of said 
infants, but for no other purpose; and the purchaser 
shall acquire the absolute title by the purchase, and be 
entitled to a patent from the United States. 

§ 8. And 1)6 it fwrther enacted. That the register of 
the land office shall note all such applications on the 
tract-books and plats of his office, and keep a register of 
all such entries, and make a return thereof to the General 
Land Office, together with the proof upon wMch they 
have been founded. 

§ 4. And he it further enacted. That all lands ac- 
quired under the provisions of this act shall in no event 
become liable to the satisfaction of any debt or debts con- 
tracted prior to the Issuing the patent therefor. 

§ 5. Awi be it further enacted, That if, at any time af- 
ter the filing the affidavit, as required in the second sec- 
tion of this act, and before the exph-ation of the five years 
aforesaid, it shall be proven, after due notice to the settler, 
to the satisfaction of the register of the land office, that 
the person having filed such affidavit shall have actually 
changed his or her residence, or abandoned the said entry 
for more than six months at any thne, then, and in that 
event, the land so entered shall revert back to the 
Government, and be disposed of as other public lands are 
now by law, subject to an appeal to the General Land 
Office. 

§ 6. And ie it further enacted. That no individual 
shall be permitted to make more than one entry under 
the provisions of this act ; and that the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office is hereby required to prepare 
and issue such rules and regulations, consistent with this 
act, as shall be necessary and proper to carry its provi- 
sions into Cu'ect; and that the registers and receivers of 
the several land offices shall be entitled to receive the 
same compensation for any lands entered under the pro- 
visions of this act that they are now entitled to receive 
when the same quantity of land is entered with money, 
one-half to be paid by the person making the application, 
at the time so doing, and the other half on the issuo of the 
certificate by the person to whom it may be issued : 
Provided, That nothing in this act shall be so construed 
as to impair or interfere in any maimer whatever with 
existing preemption rights. 

The previous question having been ordered, 
the House was brought to a direct vote upoir 
this bill, without debate. 

A motion to lay the bill on the table was loa 
— ^Yeas, 11 ; Nays, 113 ; and the bill was thet 
passed — Yeas, 120 ; Nays, 1&. 

As these two votes were substantially the 
same, we only give the last one, which was 
upon the passage of the bill, and which was as 
follows : 

YEAS. 

tlUKiB.— Abbott, Foster, Oilman, Morse, Washburn 
—6. 

New-Hampshirb.— Crafffw, Pike, Tappan—S. 
VKRmnr.— Morrill, Itoyce, Walton— 
tilksskcnxsaKTta.—'.Buffinton, Burlinfiame, Chaffee, 
Qmins, Davis, Dawes, 6ooch,Ilall, Knapp, Thayer 
—10. 

Rhoib Island.— 5/ay<o»,2>Mr/e«— 2. 
CoNSECTicoT.— Bishop, Clark, Dean—^. 
New- York. — Andrews, Barr, Burroughs, C. B. Coc>' 
rane, John Cochrane, Corning, Dodd, Fenton, Goodwin, 
Granger, Haskin, Hatch, Hoard, Kelsey, Maclay, Ma(- 
teson, Morgan, Morse,Murray, Olin, Palmer, Parker, 
Pottle, Russell, Spinner, Taylor, Ward— 27. 

New- Jkkset.— Adrian, Clawson, Bobbins, Wortendyko 
—4. 

Pennsylvania. — Covode, Dick, Florence, Grow, Hick- 
man,i'6tm, J[forris, Phillips, Purviance, Keilly, Boberta, 
Stewart, JCunkel—lS. 
Tennessee. — Jones— 1. 
KENtrcKT. — Jewett— 1. 

Ouio. — Bingham, BlieSi Burns, Cockcrill, Cox, 6fid- 
dings, Groesbeck, Hall, Harlan, Uorton, Lawrence, 
Leiter, Miller, Pendleton, Sherman, Stanton, Tomp- 
kins, Vallandigham, JFltrfe— 19. 

Indiana.— ftw*, Oolfasi, Davis, Foley, Gregg, Kilgore, 
Pcttit, Wilson^. 

li.usoiii.'~Farn4»corth, Hodges, Kellogg, Zovejoy, 
Morris, Smith, Was?!iurn6—7. 
Michigan.— //ojrarrf, Leach, Walbridge, Waldrovr~4. 
WiscossiH.—Billingh'urst, Potter, Washburn— 3. 
Minnesota. — Cavanaugh, Phelps— 2. 
low i— Curtis, Davis— 2. 
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MrssouRi.— Cralg^-l. 

Califobnu.— McKibbin, Scott— 2. Total, 120. 

HAYS. 

PenSsitlvanu .— leldy— 1 . 
1) KL AW A BE. — Wliiteley —1. 

MARyLAND.— Bowie, Davis, Harris, Kunkel, Ricaod, 
Stewarts. 

Virginia.— Bocock, Caskie, Edmundson, Faulkner, Gar- 
nett, Goode, Hopkins, Jenkins, Letcher, Millson, Smith 
—II. 

KoHTH Carolina. — Branch, Cralge, Gilmer, Kuffln, 
Scales, Shaw, Vanx'e, Wlnslow — 8. 

South Caroli.na. — Bonham, Boyce, Keitt, McQueen, 
Miles — 5. 

Georgia.— Crawford, Gartrell, Hill, Jackson, Seward, 
Stephens, Trippe, Wright— S. 

Alabama. — Cobb, Curry, Dowdell, Houston, Moore, 
Shorter, Stallworth— 7. 

MississippL— Barksdale, lamar, McRae, Singleton— 4. 

LOniSIANA. — EUSTIS — 1. 

Texas. — Reagan— 1. 
Arkansas. — Greenwood— 1. 

Tennessee.— Atkins, Avery, Matnard, Ready, Smith, 
Watkhis, AVright, Zollicoffeb— 8. 

Kentu CKY.- Burnett, Marshall, Mason, Pey ton,UNDEB- 
■wooD— 5. 

Ohio. — Ji^tc^o?*)— 1. 

ISLiANA.— English, Hughes, Niblack— 8. 
Illinois. — Marshall, Shaw — 2. 
MissouBi.— Anderson, Clark, Woodson— 8. Total, 7C. 

Only three Southern members — Jones of Ten- 
nessee, Jewett of Kentucky, and Craig of Mis- 
souri — voted for the bill, thereby marldng un- 
mistakably the sectional character of the oppo- 
sition to it. 

The Republican vote, with a solitary excep- 
tion, was given solid for the bill. Of the 
Northern members connected with the Demo- 
cratic party, twenty-nine voted for the bill and 
BIX voted ag.iiast it. Thus, of the entire Demo- 
cratic party in the House, a large majority was 
against the bill, but even this is less important 
than the other fact, that the Southern wing of 
^he vote was almost unanimously against, it 
being this Southern wing which controls in the 
party councils, and which, when out-voted in 
the House, has other departments of the Gov- 
ernment, the Senate and the President, with 
which it is more powerful, and by means of 
which it has so far rarely failed to defeat mea- 
sures, however popular and beneficial, which it 
dislikes. 

The Homestead bill had now passed the House 
by a decisive nirtjority, but it had yet to encoun- 
ter the more dangerous ordeal of the Senate, in 
which the Democratic majority was larger, and 
in which tlie representation of the slaveholding 
States is proportionably greater. 

Xo direct vote upon the measure was, in fact, 
reached in the Senate, because the Southern 
managers would not permit it. 

Tiiere ere two ways of killing off obnoxious 
measure.-. One is, to act upon them and vote 
them down. Another is, to overslaugh them 
whenever they are proposed, by proceeding to 
consider some otiier busines.s. This latter me- 
thod is invariably resorted to, where a measure, 
obnoxious to a majority of the Senate, is sup- 
posed to be acceptable to the people. And it 
was precisely by this method, and for that rea- 
Bon, that the Homestead bill was run over, 
shoved aside, evaded, and left unacted upon, by 
the Senate during its late session. The regular 
appropriation bills and the bill for the purchase 
of Cuba were being pressed upon the time of 
the Senate during the last days of the session. 



both of .hem commanding the support of the 
majority of that body. 

On tlie 17th day of February, Mr. Wade, of 
Ohio, (6'oji. <r/o6e, page 1074,) moved to post- 
pone all prior orders and take up the Homestead 
bill, which had passed the House. The foUow> 
ing extracts from the debate upon this motion 
will exhibit the points made : 

Mr. Wade.— The Homestead bill, to which I am a good 
deal attached, has, I believe, twice passed the House and 
come to this body, but somehow it has had the go-by, and 
we have never had a direct vote upon it here that 1 know 
of. I do not propose to discuss it for a single moment, and 
I hope none of its friends will debate it, because it has 
been pending before Congress for several years, and I pre- 
sume every senator is perfectly well acquainted with all 
its provisions, and has made up his mind as to the course 
he will pursue In regard to it. I have no hope that any- 
thing I could say would win an opponent of the hill to its 
support ; and I hope every friend of the measure will take 
no time in debate, but will try to get a vote upon it, for I 
think it is the great measure of the session. All I want, 
ail I ask, is to h.avc a vote upon it. 

Mr. Held, of North Carolina.- 1 think it is too late in the 
session now to take up this bill to be acted upon here, at 
least until we act upon other great, measures upon which 
there is more unanimity of sentiment in the country, and 
a higher sense of duty upon us to pass them during the 
few days of the session that remain. 

Sir. Hunter, of Virginia. — I believe that a fortnight from 
to-day will take us to the 8d of March. Now, it is known 
that we have nearly all the important appropriation bills, 
and one that is unhnlshed, to take up. 1 hope there will 
be no effort to press this Homestead bill, so as to displace 
the appropriation bills. I must appeal to the Senate to 
consider how little of the session is now left_ to us, and 
whether we ought not to take up the appropriation bill and 
dispose of it. 

Mr. Shields, of Jlinnesota.— The friends of this bill de- 
sire nothing but a vote upon it, not to waste time in de- 
bate. Let us take it up, and have a fair vote upon it. 

Mr. Hunter — I do not conceal the fact that I am very 
much opposed to it ; but I suppose whenever this bill 
comes up, it must be the subject of debate. 

Mr. Wilson, of Massachusetts.— 1 appreciate the anxiety 
of the sen.itor from Virginia to take up the appropriation 
bill ; but I would suggest to that senator that he allow us 
to take up this bill, and have a vote upon it. I do not 
suppose that anybody, who is in favor of the measure, de- 
sires to consume the time of the Senate, at this stage of 
the session, by discussing tt. It has been discussed before 
the nation. It is well understood. I believe it is sus- 
tained by an overwhelmning majority of the people of t!ie 
country. 

Mr. Wade.— I have no doubt, from the business before 
us, that this is the last opportunity we shall have to act 
upon this great measure, I hope, ns I said before, that 
every friend of it will stand by it until it is eitlier triumph- 
ant or defeated, and that, too, in preference to any other 
business that m.iy be urged upon us. As to the appropriar 
tlon bills, I have not the least fear but that they will go 
through. Their gravitation carries them through. 

The question was then taken, and Mr, Wade's 
motion was carried by the following vote, the 
Republicans being indicated by italicn : 

Yeas - Messrs. Bright, Broderick, Chandler, Collamer, 
Dixon, Doolittle, Fesnenden, Foot, Foster, Gwin, Hale, 
Hamlin, Harlan, Johnson, of Tennessee, King, Pugh, 
Rice, Seward, Shields, Simmons, Smith, Stuart, Trum" 
bull, Wade, mi. Wilson— 26. 

Nat.s— Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benjamin, Blgler, Brown, 
Cliestnut, Clay, Cllngman, Davis, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, 
Hammond, Hunter, Ivcrson, Lane, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, 
Reld, Slidell, Toombs, and Ward— 28. 

Upon an examination of this vote, it will be 
seen that the Republicans voted unanimously 
in the alfirinative, and that the Slave State Sen- 
ators were all in the negative, with the soli- 
tary exception of Mr. Johnson, of Tennessee. 
Of the Free State Democrats, Gwin, Bright, 
Pugh, Rice, Shields, Smith, and Stuart, all be- 
ing from the new States, voted for Mr. Wade's 
motion. 

The Homestead bill was now up, and, so fu? 
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as its friends were concerned, nothing was 
asked but a vote, which would not have con- 
sumed ten minutes. But a vote was precisely 
what the Southern managers were determined 
to avoid. 

Instantly, therefore, upon the announcement 
of the success of Mr. Wade's motion, which 
brought the bill before the Senate, Mr. Hunter 
took the floor, and moved that it be set aside, 
so as to take up another bill, viz. : the Diplo- 
matic and Consular Appropriation bill. 

No question of order was raised upon this 
motion of Mr. Hunter, but it was well charac- 
terized as " chiltfa play^" to move to set aside 
u bill, instantly after a vote to take it up. 

Pending some conversational debate upon 
Mr. Hunter's motion, the hour of twelve o'clock 
arrived, and the Vice-President decided that 
the Cuba bill, having been assigned for that 
hour, was the subject pending before the Senate. 

Hereupon, Mr. Wade moved to postpone the 
twelve o'clock order, and continue the consi- 
deration of the Homestead bill, and this motion 
prevailed by the following vote : 

Ybas— Slessrs. Bell, Bright, Broderlclc, Chandler, 
Clark, Collamer, Diaxm, Z/oolittle, Douglas, Dmkeet 
Fessenden, Foot, Foster, JFale, Hamlin, llarlaifi 
Johnson of Tennessee, King, Pugh, Rice, Seward. Sinv 
mons, Smith, Stuart, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson, 
—27. 

Nays— Messrs. Allen, Bates, Benjamin, Bigler, Brown, 
Clay, Clingman, Davis, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, Gwln, 
Hammond, Hunter, Iversons, Johnson, of Arkansas,- 
Lane, Maltory, Muson, Pearce, Keid, Sebastian, Slidell, 
Toombs, Ward, and Yulee— 26. 

On this vote, an additional Southern Senator, 
Mr. Bell, of Tennessee, ranged himself on the 
side of Homesteads. But this was offset by 
the ratting back to the negative side of Mr. 
Gwin. 

The Homestead bill was now again before 
the Senate, but the question, as stated by the 
Vice-President, was still upon Mr. Hunter's 
motion to set it aside, and take up the Consular 
and Diplomatic Appropriation bill. 

Mr. Mason, of Virginia, threatened an " ex- 
tended debate'^ upon the Homestead bill, if its 
consideration were insisted upon. He declared, 
at any rate, for himself that he intended to "^ro 
into it pretty largely, because he had not yet 
known a bill sofrauyht with viischief, andmis- 
chief of the mont demoralizing kind." 

Mr. Wade and Mr. Seward, in brief and ener- 
getic terms, exhorted the friends of the bill to 
stand iirni. 

The vote was then taken upon Mr. Hunter's 
motion, and resulted as follows: 

Ykas.— Messrs. Alien, Bates, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, 
Broirii, Clay, Clingman, Davis, Fiich, Fitzpatrick, Green, 
Gwin, Haiiiinnnd, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkan.sas, 
Kennedy, Lane, Mullory, Ma^^on, Pearce, Keid, Sebastian, 
Siiilell, Toombs, Ward, and Vulee- 28. 

Nays.— Messrs. Bell, Bright, Broderick, Chandler, 
Clark, CoUamer, Vixon, Poolittle, Douglas, J>urkee, 
Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Hale, ITamlin, Harlan, 
Housiuii, Johnson of Tennessee, King, I'ugh, Rice, 
Seward, Simmions, Smith, Stuart, Trumbull Wade, and 
Wihon-iQ. 

The vote being a tie, the Vice-President, Mr- 
Breckinridge, voted in the affirmative, and thus, 
after a long struggle, the Home.stead bill was, 
for that day, overslaughed. 

Of the twenty-eight votes for overslaughing 
it, all but live are from the South, and one of 



these five, Mr. Gwin, is only a temporary rea- 
dent of a Free State. 

Of the twenty-eight votes in favor of sustain- 
ing the bill, only three are from the South, and 
only one of the three (Johnson of .Tennessee,) 
is a Democrat. 

Two days afterward, on the 19th of February, 
Mr. Wade again moved to set aside all prior 
orders and take up the Homestead bill ; but this 
motion was negatived by the following vote : 

Yeas.— Messrs. Broderick, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 
Dimon, J)oolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Foot, Hale 
Hamlin, Harlan, Jotmson of Tennessee, Jones, King, 
Pugh, Rice, Seward, Sliields, Simmons, Stuart, Trum- 
bvU, WWe, and Wilson— ii. 

Nays.— Messrs. Alien, Bates, Bayard, Benjamin, Bigler, 
Bright, Brown, Chestnut, Clay, Clingman, Crittenden, 
Davis, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, Green, Hammond, Houston, 
Hunter, Iverson, Kennedy, Mallory, Mason, Pearce, 
Polk, Keid, Sebastian, Slidell, Smith, Toombs, Ward, and 
Yulee-81. 

Upon these two days, the VJih. and 19th of 
February, the question was made between the 
consideration of the Homestead bill and the con- 
sideration of the appropriation bills, the neces- 
sity of passing which last bills did not fail to be 
insisted upon by the Democratic managers. Afi 
a subsequent stage of the session, as will be 
presently seen, the question was made between 
considering the Homestead bill and considering 
the Cuba bill. 

Upon the 2oth day of February, upon the oc- 
casion of a motion by Mr. Slidell to postpone 
all prior orders and take up the bill for the pur- 
chase of Cuba, Mr. Doolittle resisted it, and 
called upon the friends of Homesteads to vote 
it down, so that he himself might submit a mo- 
tion to take up the Homestead bill. Mr. Doo- 
Ititle said : 

I think it would be better to take up this qaestion of . 
the Homestead bill and vote upon it, and then tlie Cuba 
bill will come up. I ask the friends of the Homestead 
bill now to stand by it and give it tlie preference. 

The vote was then taken, and the motion to 
take up the Cuba bill prevailed, as follows : 

Ybas— Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, Bigler, 
Brown,' Chestnut, Clay, Clingman, Davis, Fitch, Fitz- 
patrick, Green, Gwin, Hammond, Houston, Hunter, Iver- 
son, Jones, Lane, Alallory, Mason, Polk, Pugh, Reid, 
Rice, Sebastian, Shields, Slidell, Smith, Stuart, Toombs, 
Ward, Wriglit, and Yulee-85. 

Nays— Messrs. Broderick, Cameron, Chandler, Clark, 
Collamer, Vixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee, Fessen- 
den, Foot, Foster, Hale, Ifamlin, Harlan, Johnson of 
Tennessee. Kennedy, King, Pearce, Seward, Simmons, 
Trumbull, Wade, and Witsonr—^. 

The Cuba bill was now up, and the discussion 
upon it protracted the session late into tht; 
night, and almost into the next morning. It 
was distinctly seen during the progress of this 
discussion that it would be without practical re- 
sult, and that no vote could be '\ iched before 
the final adjournment of Congress. 

Accordingly, at ten o'clock in the evening, 
Mr. Doolittle felt it to be his duty to renew the 
attempt to set aside the Cuba bill, the subject- 
matter of a manifestly idle debate, so as to take 
up the Homestead bill. His motion to that effect, 
and the commencement of the debate upon it, 
will be found on page 1351 of the Congres- 
sional Globe. Such extracts are made as will 
exhibit its general character : 

Mr, Trumbull. — If there was any assurance that the 
Homestead bill could be taken up, after the Cuba ques- 
tion WHS disposed of, I should be willing to see it have 
I the go-by on the present occasion ; but we have sought 
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wpeatedly to bring up the Homestead bill, and every 
Movement that has been made to bring it up has been 
net with a counter movement, crowding it out of the 

iray with sometliing else If the senator from 

Virginia will give us an assurance that we shall have a 
chance to bring up the Homestead bill, and keep it be- 
fore tlie Senate until we can get a vote upon it, after the 
Cuba bill is through, and that he will not interpose an 
appropriation bill, 1 would join with gentlemen in asking 
my friend from Wisconsin to withdraw the motion he has 
made. 

Mr. Hunter. — I certainly will press the appropt-iation 
bills. I will give no promise to vote to take up the 
Homestead bill. 

Mr. Trumbull. — That is as I expected. We now have 
notice that we are to be met with an appropriation bill 
the moment that the Cuba question is disposed of, and 
here we are wasting our time at this stage of the session 
in making long speeches, and debating about the acquisi- 
tion of a country that does not belong to us, instead of 
providing for the settlement of the country which we own. 
There can be no hope of getting up the Homestead bill as 
against an appropriation bill. 

Mr. Seward. — After nine hours yielding to the discussion 
of the Cuba question, it Is time to come back to the great 
question of the day and the age. The Senate may as well 
meet face to face the issue which is before them. It is an 
issue presented by the competition between these two 
questions. One, the Homestead bill, is a question of 
homes, of lands for the landless freemen of the United 
States. The Cuba bill is a question of slaves for the slave- 
holders of the U-ii'ed States. 

Mr. Wade.— I am very glad that this question has at 
length come up. I am glad, too, that it has antagonized 
with tills nigger question. (Laughter.) I have been try- 
ing here for nearly a month to get a straightforward vote 
upon this great measure of land for the landless. I glory 
In that measure. It is the greatest that has ever come 
before the American Senate, and it has now come so that 
there is no dodging it. The question will be, shall we give 
niggers to the nlggericss, or lands to the landless ? 

I moved some days ago to take up this subject. It was 
said then that there was an appropriation bill that stood 
In the way. The. senator from Virginia had his appropri- 
ation bills. It was important, then, that they should be 
settled at once ; there was danger that they would be 
lost, and the Government would stop in consequence ; and 
the appeal was made to gentlemen to give this bill the 
go-by for the time being, at all events, and the appeal was 
successful. The appropriation bills lie very easy now be- 
hind this nigger operation. (Laughter.) When you come 
to niggers for the niggerless, all other question; sink into 
inslgniiicance. 

Mr. Doolittle's motion to set aside the Cub<a 
bill for the purpost of taking up tlie Iloniestead 
bill, wa.« lost, by the following vote : 

Ybas— Messrs. Broderick, Cameron, Clark, Chandler, 
Collamer, Doolitile, Fesaenden, Foot, Foster, Ilale, 
Hamlin, Harlan, Johnson of Tennessee, King, Seward, 
Simmons, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson — ^19. 

Navs — Messrs. Allen, Benjamin, Bayard, Blgler, Brown, 
Chestnut, Clay, Cllngraan, Douglas, Fitch, Fltzpatrlck, 
Green, Gwln, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson of Arkansas, Lane, 
Mallory, Mason, Polk, Pugh, Reid, Rice, Sebastian, Shields, 
BUdell, Toombs, Ward and Wright— 29. 

This was the last attempt made to get up the 
Homestead bill in tiie Senate. It had first been 
overslaughed by the appropriation bills, and 
now by tlie Cuba bill, and no expectation 
remained of reaching it during the few remain- 
ing days of the session. The Republicans, who 
had endeavored to get it up in all forms and on 
all occasions without success, felt it to be their 
duty to abandon a manifestly hopeless struggle. 

From this review of the votes in the Senate 
and House, it will be seen that the two great 
national parties, the one representing the rights 
and interests of free labor, and the other repre- 
eenting the pretensions of Negro Slavery, have 
come to a well-defined issue upon this great 
matter of the disposition of the Public Domain. 



In the House of Representatives, on the 6th 
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of March, 1860, Mr. Lovejoy, from the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands, reported the following 
bill (previously introduced by Mr. Grow), which 
was read twice, and committed to the Committee 
of the Whole. 

A BILL TO SECURE HOMESTEADS TO ACTUAL 
SETTLERS ON THE PUBLIC DOMAIN. 

Se it enacted by the Senate and Home of He- 
presentativea of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That any person who is the head 
of a family, or who has arrived at the age of twenty-one 
years, and is a citizen of the United States, or who shall 
have filed his intention to become such, as required by 
the naturalization laws of the United States, shall, from 
and after the passage of this act, be entitled to enter, free 
of cost, one hundred and sixty acres of unappropriated 
public lands, upon which said person may have filed a 
preemption claim, or which may, at the time the applica- 
tion is made, be subject to preemption at one dollar and 
twenty-five cents, or less, per acre ; or eighty acres of 
such unappropriated lands, at two dollars and fifty cents 
per acre ; to be located in a body, in conformity to the 
legal subdivisions of the public lands, and after the same 
shall have been surveyed. 

§ 2. And be it further enacted. That the person ap- 
plying for the benefit of this act shall, upon application to 
the register of the land office in which he or she is about 
to make such entry, make affidavit before the said register 
or receiver that he or she is the head of a family, or is 
twenty-one years or more of age, and that such applica- 
tion is made for his or her exclusive use and benefit, and 
those specially mentioned in this act, and not either 
directly or indirectly for the use or benefit of any other 
person or persons whomsoever; and upon filing the 
affidavit with the register or receiver, he or she shall there- 
upon be permitted to enter the quantity of land specified : 
Provided, /lowever. That no certificate shall be given or 
patent issued therefor until the expiration of five years 
from the date of such entry ; and if, at the expiration of 
such time, or at any time within two years thereafter, the 
person making such entry— or if lie be dead, ln<> widow ; 
or in case of her death, his heirs or devisee ; or in case of 
a widow making such entry, her heirs or devisee, in case 
of her death— shall prove by two credible witnesses that 
he, she, or they have resided upon and cultivated the 
earns for the term of five years immediately succeeding 
the time of filing the affidavit aforesaid; then, in such 
case, he, she, or they, if at that time a citizen of the 
United States, shall, on payment of ten dollars, be enti- 
tled to a patent, as in other cases provided for by law : 
And provided, further. That in case of the death of both 
father and mother, I'raving an infant child, or children, 
under twenty-one years of age, the right and fee shall 
inure to the benefit of said infant child, or children ; and 
the executor, administrator, or guardian may, at any time 
within two years after the death of the surviving parent, 
and in accordance with the laws of the State in which 
such children for the time being have their domicll, sell 
said land for the benofit of said infants, but for no other 
purpose ; and the purchaser shall acquire the absolute 
title by the purchase, and be entitled to a patent from the 
United States, on payment of the office fees and sum of 
money herein specified. 

Skc. 8. And be it further enacted. That the register 
of the land office shall note all such applications on the 
tract'books and plats of his office, and keep a i egistcr of 
all such entries, and make return thereof to the General 
Land Office, together with the proof upon which they 
have been founded. 

ShC. 4. Atid be it further enacted, That all lands ac- 
quired under the provisions of this act thall in no event 
become liable to the satisfaction of any di'ht or debts 
contracted prior to the issuing of the patent i,'"2refor. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, 'U;-;; if, at any 
time after the filing of the affidavit, as lequlred in the 
second section of this act, and before the expiration of 
the five years aforesaid. It shall be proven, after due no 
tice to the settler, to the satisfaction of the register of the 
land office, that the person having filed such affidavit 
ehall havti actually changed his or her residence, or 
abandoned the said entry for more than six months at 
any time, then, and in that event, the land so entered 
shall revert to the government. 

Skc 6. And be it further enacted. That no individual 
shall be permitted to make more than one entry under 
the provisions of this act ; and that the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office is hereby required to prepare 
and issue such rules and regulations, consistent with this 
act, as sbail be necessary and proper to carry its provt- 
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{Ions into eflcct ; and that the registers and receivers of 
the several land offlces shall be entitled to receive the 
same compensation for any hinds entered under tlie p o- 
visions of tliis act (hat tliey are now entitled to leceivc 
when the same quantity of land is entered with money, 
one-half to he paid by the person making the application 
at the time of so doing, and the other half on the issue of 
the certificate', by the person to whom it may be issued : 
provided,, That nothing contained in tliis act shall be so 
construed as to impair or interfere in any manner what- 
ever with existing preemption rights : And provided, 
further, Tliat all persons who may have liied their ap- 
plications for a preemption right prior to the passage 
of tliis act shall be entitled to all privileges of this act. 

Subsequently, a motion was miide by Mr. Love- 
joy, to reconsider the vote by wlilch the bill 
had been referred to the Committee of the 
Whole. On Monday, March 12, Mr. Lovejoy 
called up this motion, and under the operation 
of the previous question, it was agreed to, 106 
to 67, as follows : 

Yeas.— Messrs. Ad rain, Aldrich, Ashley, Babbitt, 
Bingham, Blake, Buflinton, Burlingame, Campbell, Carey, 
Carter, C.ise, John Cochrtine, Colfax, Conkiing, Cooper, 
Corwin, Covode, Cox, James Craig, Curtis, John G, 
Davis, Dawes, Dvlano, Uuell, Dunn, Kdgerton, Ellioti 
Fenton, Ferry, Florence, Poster, Fouke, Frank, French, 
G»»uli, Graliaiii, Grow, Gurlty, Hale, Hall, Ha 8 kin, 
Hflmick, Hoard, Jlolman, Jloteard, Hutchins, Junkin, 
Franuis W, Kellogg, William Kellogg, Kilgore, Kiliinger, 
Lan'iibee, De Witt C. Leach, Lee, Logan, Loomis, Love- 
joy, i)/acZa,y, JIarston, Charles D, Martin, MoClemaiid, 
MuKuan, McKni^ht, Miilwaid, Moorhead, Morrill, 
^Jdwiird Joy Slorris, Morse, OWn, Pendleton, Perry, Por- 
ter, I'otter, Pottle, Kice, Kiggs, Christopher Robinson, 
James G. Robinson, Royce, Schwartz, licott, Scran- 
t <n, Sedgwick, Sherman, Somes, Spinner, Stanton, Stout, 
Strattou, Tappan, Tliayer, Tompkins, Train, Trimble, 
Vi'l'undigham, Vandever, Verree, Waldron, Walton, Cad- 
walailer C. Washburn, Ellihu B Washburne, Israel Wash- 
burn, Wells, Windom, and Woodruff— 106 

Nays — Messrs. Grben Adams, ThomasL. Anderson, 
William C. Andkrson, Avery, Barksdale, Bocock, Bon- 
ham, ]^v.\}^aa^s, Branch,)iHistQV!, Barch, Burnett, Clop- 
ton, Cobb, Curry, lieuben Davis, Ue Jaiiieite, £d- 
mundson, English, ETiihBiDGB, Garnett, Gartrell, Gil- 
MKK, Hardeman, J. Morkisok Hahris, Hatto.n, Hill, 
Jlindman, Houston, Hughes, Jackson, Jenkins, Jones, 
Keitt. Lamar, iMndrum, Leake, Love, Mallobv, Elbert 
S. Martin, Mavnabd, McQueen, Mcllae, Miles, Millson, 
Montgomery, Nblson, Mblack, Koell, Peyton, Pryor, 
Ptigh, Jieagan, Buffin, Sickles, Simms, Singleton, 

William Smith, William N. H. Smith, Stevenson, mokks, 
Undencood, Vancb, Wedstkr, Whiteley, Woodson, and 

Wriykt—m. 

Republicnns in Roman ; Democrats in Italics ; Ameri- 
cans in SMALL caps; Anti-Leoompton Democrats in 
Eoman spaced. 

So the motion was reconsidered, and the bill 
was before the House. Mr. Lovejoy moved that 
the bill be engrossed and read a third time. Mr. 
Branch (N. G.) moved to lay the bill on the 
table. Lost, 62 to 112, the yeas being all from 
the South,except Mr.. Montgomery, Democrat, of 
Pennsylvania, and the nays all from the North, 
except Mr. James Graig, Democrat, of Missouri. 

So the House refused to lay the bill on the 
table ; audit was read a third time and passed. 

Tiie vote was as follows— The Republicans in 
Roman, the Administration Democrats in Italics, 
the Americans in small caps, and the Anti- 
Lecompton Democrats in Roman spaced: 

TEAS. 

Mains. — Foster, French, Morse, Perry, Somes, I:<rael 
Washburn— -6 

New-HAMPsninB.— Marston, Tappan— 2. 

VbhmiiST. — Morrill, Royce, Walton — 3. 

Ma^achusktts.— Buffinton, Dawes. Delano, Elliot, 
OdocIi, Rice, Thayer, Train— 6. 

CoNXKCTicUT. — Burnham, Ferry, Loomis, Woodruff— 4. 

KiioDK-LsLAND.— Christopher Robinson — 1. 

Nkw-Youk. — Barr, Bkiugs, C.tiier, John Cochrane, 
Conk'iiig, Diiell, Fenton, Frank, Graham, Uaskin, 
Uiiiinl, Hiiinpnrey, Lee, Maclay, McKean, Olin, Pottle, 
Sickles, Spinner, Van WycK, Wells— 21. 



New-Jbrsrt.— -A d r a 1 n, R 1 g gs, Stratton— 3. 
Pb-NNSVLVANiA.— Babbitt, Campbell, Covode, Florence, 
(Jr.iw, Hile, Hall, II i ck man, Junkin. Killenger, Mc- 
Kiiigiit, McPiierson, Miilward, E. Joy Morris, S c h w a r t» 
Si'miiton, Verree — 17. 

Ohio.— Ashley, Bingham, Blake, Carey, Corwin, Cox, 
Ed:.'.-i ton. Gurley, Heimick, Howard. Hutchins, Charles 
D. Martin, Pendleton, Shennan, Stanton, Tompkins, 
Triiiiiile, Vallandigham—IS. 

.Michigan— Coo/ier, Francis W. Kellogg, DeWlttO. 
Leach, Waldron— 4. 

Indiana.— Case, Colfax, John G. Davis, Donn, 
English, Hohnan,K\\goTe. Mblack, Porter, Wilson— 1". 

Illinois.— ^'OMie, Wm. Kellogg, Logan, Lovi-joy, Jfo 
Clernand, James C. lldbinson, E. B. Wasliburne— T 

Wisconsin Larrahee, Potter, C. C. M'ashburn— 8. 

Iowa.— Curtis, Vandever— 2. 
Minnesota.— Aldrich, Windom— 2. 
California.— .5(trcA, Scott— 2, 
Oregon. — Stout— 1. 

Hxssami.— James Craig— 1^ Total, 115. 
All from the Free States except James Craig, of 
Missouri. 

NATS. 

Pbnnstlvavm .—Montgomery— 1. 
Dklaware.— Whiteley — ^1. 

Maryland.— H. Winter Davis, J. M. Habbis, Hughes, 
Webster — t 

ViKOiNiA.— -ffococA;, Be Jarnettc, Edmvndson, Gar- 
nett, Jenkins, Leake, Elbert S. Martin, Wilson, 
Pryor, William Smitlir-10. 

Nobth Oakolina.— JB/'flMcA, Gilmkb, Buffin, William 
N. H, Smith, Vancb— 5. 

SoDTH Ghvioui(K.—Bonham,Keith, McQueen, Miles— 2. 
Geoboia. — Gartrell, Hardeman, Hill, Jackson, Jones, 
Love, Underwood — 7. 

Alabama.— CTop/ow, Cobb, Curry, Houston, Suyden- 
ham jroore, Pngh—6. 

Nissimppi—Barksdale, Beuben Davis, Lamar, Mc- 
Rea, Singleton— 5. 
Louisiana. — Landrum — 1. 
Arkansas.— i/i«^»nan—l. 
'iKyihs.— Hamilton, Reagan—i. 
MissocBi.— 2T4o»!a8X. Anderson, Xoell,Woodso)i-9 
Tennessee.— .4»cry, Ethehidge, Hation, Mavn.»kd, 
Njlson, Stokes, Wright— 7. 

Kentdckv.— Gbken, Adams, William C. ANDEH.>«nN, 
Bristow, Burnett, Mallobv, Peyton, Simms, Steveii' 
son-S. Total, 65. 

All from Slave States except Montgomery, 
Deni,, of Pennsylvania. 

This bill was sent to the Senate, where it was 
referred to the Committee on Public Lands, 
and on the 1*7 th of April, Mr. Johnson, of Ten- 
nessee, the Chairman of that Committee, re- 
ported a substitute for the House bill, granting 
Homesteads to actual settlers, at 25 cents per 
acre, but not including preeinptors then occu- 
pying the Public Lands. When this bill came 
before the Senate for action, Mr. Wade, of 
Ohio, moved to amend, by substituting the 
House bill, which was lost, 26 to 3], as follows : 

Yeas — Messrs. Anthony, Bingham, Cameron, Chandler, 
Clark, CoUamer, Dixon, Doolittle, Douglas, Durkee, 
Foot, Foster, Grimes, Ilale, Hamlin, King, Rice, Se- 
ward, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyck, Toombs, Trumbull, 
Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson— 26. 

Nats — Messrs. Bayard, Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Brown, 
Chcsnut, Clay, Clingman, Davis, Fitch, Fitzpatrick, 
Green, Gwin, Hammond, Hemphill, Hunter, Iverson, 
Johnson, of Arkansas, Johnson, of Tennessee, Lane, 
Latham, Mason, Nicholson, Polk, Powell, Pugh, Sauls- 
bury, Sebastian, Slidell, Wigfall, and Yulee— 31. 

Yeas, all Republicans except three, Douglas, 
Rice, and Toombs. Nays, all Democrats. 

The Senate finally, on the 10th May, passed 
Mr. Johnson's bill, 44 to 8, the Nays being 
Messrs. Bragg, Clingman, Hamlin, Hunter, 
Mason, Pearce, Powell and Toombs, The House 
refused to concur ; the Senate refused to reuedo, 
and the result was a protracted conference on 
the part of Committees of the two Ilou.'^f.. 
which committees finally came to an agreemeii'. 
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on the 19th June, by tlie House accepting the 
ieuiite bill with slight amendments. On that 
day Mr. Schuyler Colfax reported to the House 
us follows : 

Mr. Colfiix.— I rise to a question of privilege. I amin- 
Etructed by the Committee of Confei-ence on tiie disiigi-ee- 
Ing votes of tlie two Houses on the Homestead bill, to 
report that, after twelve meetings of the three different 
Conferen'-es that have been appointed, they this morn- 
ing linally agreed. I hold in my hand the report of the 
Committee, which can be read if any gentleman desires 
it. Bui pel haps it would render the report clearer and 
more intelligible if 1 should brietiy state its leading fea- 
tures. Tlie (senate bill all the members of the House are 
familiar with. The Conferees upon the part of the House 
finding, after tlie most earnest elfoits, that it would be 
utterly impossible for theut to induce the Senate to agree 
to the House bill, have been discussing what changes 
could be made in the Senate bill, so as to render it accep- 
table enough for the House to accept, rather than the 
whole should fail. 'I hey have finally agreed upon a report 
as follows : In the first place, I will say that the bill, as it 
passed the Senate, provided that the preemptors now 
upon the public lands might remain there two years be- 
fore they should be required to purchase their lands, but 
siiould then pay for them at the rate of $1 25 per acre, 
thus removing them entirely from within the purview of 
the benefits which would apply to the settlers hereafter 
upon the public lands. This point the House Conferees 
refused to accede to, and if persisted in, we should have 
again reported a disagreement. Finally, however, a 
compromise was arranged on this point, and to protect 
the preemptors now on the Government hind, which was 
to be advertised this fall for sale, we changed the Senate 
bill so as to protect tliera for at least two years from land 
t-ales, and to allow them then to secure their liomes ai 
one /ii(//thc (iovernment price, namely sixty-two and 
a-half cents per acre. 1 need scarcely add, that, if tlie 
Seuute could have been induced to give them the benefit 
of tlieir twcnty-five-cent-per-acre provision, we should 
have insisted on it inliexibly ; but what I have stated is 
tiie very lowest point that could be obtained. The second 
cliange we have made in the Senate bill is in relation to 
the scope of land coming under the operations of the 
law. The House bill embraced all tlieUovernment land, 
olfered or unoll'ered, except such as was specially re- 
servi'd. The Senate bill confined its provisions to land 
subject to private entry, exclusively. As I have explain- 
ed oil a former occasion, the expression "subject to pri- 
vate entry" means such as are left after the lands have 
been once reguiariy brouglit into market, exposed to 
public sale, and the speculators have taken such as they 
see fit to purchase. The dilTerence between these two 
bills seemed so radical as to be incapable of adjustment; 
aiid tile scope of farming land covered by the benate bill 
was so limited, there being but little, if any, in Minnesota, 
Kansas, Nebraska, Cahl'ornia, Oregon, and Washington, 
that the House conferees declined to accept it. Uul on 
this, too, we finally elfected a compromise, liy our re- 
port, all the land subject to private entry is included, 
and, addition, all the odd-numbered sections of th j 
surveyed public lands, which have not been opened to 
public sale— a most material and benclicent enlargement 
of the Senate bill. We were offered, after this agreement, 
whichever half of the unoffered lands we chose, and we 
took the odd-numbered sections. The reason for this 
was, that tlie Itilh section of a township, being reserved 
for school purposes by our land laws, tlie four adjoining 
sections to it, on the north, west, east, and south, are sec- 
tions !>, 15, 17, and 21, all odd-numbered sections, which 
are thus saved for homestead settlers, who have reserved 
for them IS out of the 85 disposable sections in each town- 
ship of six miles square. 

On all these lands, actual settlers, who are heads of 
families, are allowed, after having occupied the land for 
five years, to purchase at 25 cents per acre, which is 
aV.>"Ut the average cost price of the public lands to the 
Government. We struggled, of course, to include all 
young men over 21 who are not heads of families, and to 
adopt tlie free Homestead principle of the House bill ; 
but on these points the Senate was inflexible, and we 
took what we did because it was the very best we could 
get. The Senate bill originally provided that the Home- 
stead settler might acquire title to iiis land at any time 
by paying full Government prices ; but desiring to pro- 
mote actual settlement, we now provide that he cannot 
do this till after he has been on the land six months. 
When he stays, or his family if he deceaaca^ the full five 
years he obtains it at 25 cents per acre. The Senate 
have also agreed to strike out the eighth section of their 
bill, which made it Imperative upon the Presideat to ex- 



pose all public Iand3 to sale within two years after they 
shall have been surveyed, which we held would be 
peculiarly oppressive upon the pioneers who had gone 
to the frontier to settle upon the publ'.c lands, and to 
which we could never have consen ed. Now, Mr. 
Speaker, I desire to state, in conclusion, that the com- 
promise we have made upon the subject is not in accord- 
I iince with wliat I should desire to have passed, if 1 had 
I the power to frame the bill myself ; but it is the very ut- 
most we could obtain from the Senate, as now consti- 
I tuted. The Senators who served with us on the Oonfe- 
I rence have been notified by me, and also by my colleague 
(Mr, Windom, of Minnesota,) that we regard this as but 
a single step in advance toward a law which we shall de- 
mand from the American Congress, enacting a compre- 
hensive and liberal Homestead policy. This we have 
agreed to us merely an avant coutTier. We shall de- 
mand it at the next session of Congress, and until it is 
granted ; until all the public lands shall be open to all 
the people of the United States ; and I state this publicly, 
that no one shall regard us as estopped hereafter, be- 
cause we accepted this half-way measure rather than to 
allow the whole to fail. I should have added that all 
persons, whether citizens or those who have only declared 
their intentions, are allowed to go on the lands under 
this bill ; but are required to perfect their naturalization 
before the five years expire, and the patent issues. I now 
demand the previous question on concurring on the re- 
port of the Committee, and passing tlie bill as thus 
amended. 

Jlr. Farnsworth.— I desire to ask the gentleman from 
Indiana whether this bill confines its benefits to those 
who are heads of families. 

Mr. Colfax. — It does, because we failed, despite our 
utuio. 1/ efforts, in procuring its e.xtension to all; but we 
shall appeal to the young men to demand of those who 
make and who execute the laws, that the system in- 
augurated by tills bill, shall be widened so as to admit 
them to its benefits, atid I will join them in this demand. 

Mr. Grow. — 1 just desire to say that we have taken this 
bill, not because it is what we want, but on the princ.ple 
that " half a loaf is better than no bread." 

The ilouoe agreed to the Report of the Coisi- 

uiittLC, 11.5 to 61, as follows: 

Ykas. — Messrs. Ashley, Babbitt, Barr, Bingham, .'"i-anc's 
1'. Blair, Samuel S. Blair, Blake, Brayton, Ih'iggs, Buliiii- 
ton, liurch, Burlingame, Burnham, Butterlield. t'aiiipbull, 
Carey, Carter, Case, Horace F, Clark, Cobb, Colfax, Cor- 
win, Covode, Cox, Curtis, John G. Davis, Dawes, Delano, 
Duell, Dunn, Fdgerton, Edwards, Elliot, Ely, Ferry, Flu- 
rencc, Foster, Frank, French, Gooch, Graham, Grow, (Jur- 
ley. Hale, Hall, Haskin, lielmick. Hoard, Win. Howard, 
Humphrey, Hutchins, Junkin, Francis W. Kellogg, Wui. 
Kellogg, Kenyon, Killiiiger, DeWitt C. Leach, Lee, J.oiig- 
necker, Loomis, Macluy, Marston, McKeaii, .McKniglit, 
Mcl'herson, Millward, .Moortiead, .Morrill, Kdward Joy 
.Morris, Isaac N. Morris, Morse, Niblack, Nixon, Olin, 
I'almer, I'endleton, Perry, Poltit, Phelps, Porter, Potter, 
Uice, Jtiggs, Christopher Robinson, iJoyce, Sedgwick, 
Sherman, Somes, Spaulding, Siiiiiner, Stanton, William 
Stewart, Stout, Tappan, Taylor, Thayer, Tlieaker, Toiiip 
kins. Train, Tiimble, Vandever, Van Wyck, Vetree, 
Wade, Walton, CadwaladerC. Washburn, Eliliii 15. Waali- 
biirne, Israel Washburn, Wells, Windom, and Woodrull 
—115. 

Nays— Messrs. Green Adams, William C. Anderson, 
Aslimore, Aver^, Barksdale, Bocock, Bonliam, Boyue, 
Brahson, Branch, Burnett, Clopton, Burton Cralgu, Ci aw- 
ford, Curry, De Jarnette, Gilmer, Hardeman, J. .Morri- 
son Harris, John T. Harris, Hatton, Houston, Jenkins, 
Jones, Keitt, Landruin, James .M. Leach, Leake, Love, 
Mallory, Maynard, McQueen, Miles, .Millsou, Sydenham 
Moore, Nelson, Peyton, Uuarles, Reagan, Rutlin, Wil- 
liam Smith, William N. H. Smith, Stevenson, Stokes, 
Thomas, Underwood, Vance, Webster, Winslow, Wood- 
son, and Wright— 51. 

The nays arc ai' from the Slave States. 

The Senate agreed to tlic report of tlic Con- 
ference Committee, 36 to 2 — Messrs. Bragg and 
Pearce. 

The following is the bill as it was finally 
reported by the Conference Committee and 
passed both Houses : 

Ay ACT to secure Ilome-iiteads to actual settlers on 
the Public Domain, and for other purjiosen. 
Be it enacted, by the Semite aiul Iloune of Jleprenen- 
tivcH of tJte United States of America in Consress 
assembled, That any persuu who is the huad of a family, 



THE HOMESTEAD BILL— THE VETO. 



191 



and a citizen of the United States, shall, from and after 
the passage of this act, be entitled to enter one quarter- 
Section of vacant and unappropriated public lands, ur 
any less quaniUy, to be located in a body, in conformity 
with tlie legal subdivisions of tlie pub:ic l<tnds, after the 
same shall have been surveyed, upon tlie following con- 
ditions : that the person applying for the benefit of tliis 
act sliail, upon application to the register of the land-oifice 
in whicli lie or site is about to nialie such entry, make 
alTidavit before the said register or receiver of saiil hind- 
ofUce tliat he or site is the liead of a family, and is actually 
settled on the quarter-section, or otiier subdivision not 
exceeding a quarter-section, proposed to be entered, and 
that such application is made for his or her use and 
benefit, or for the use and benefit of those specially 
mentioned in tins section, and not either directly or 
indirecily for the use or beneS.'; of any other person or 
persons whomsoever, and that he or she has never at any 
previous time, hud the benefit of this act ; apd upon 
malilng the affidavit as above riquired, and tiling tlie 
same witli the register, he or she shall ihereupoti be per- 
mitted to enier the quantity of land already specified : 
Provided, however, That no flniti certificate shall be 
given, or patent issued therefor, until the expiratiun of 



shall be permitted to enter more than one quarter-sec* 
tion or fractional quarter-section, and that in a compact 
body ; but entries way be made at different times, under 
the provisions of this act ; and that the Secretary of the 
Interior is hereby required to prepare and issue, from 
time to time, such rules and regulations, consistent; with 
this act, as sliall be necessary and proper to carry its 
provisions into effect; and that the registers and re- 
ceivers of the several land offices shall be entitled to 
receive, upon the filing of the first affidavit, tin! sum of 
6U cents each and a like sum upon the issuing of the 
final certificate. But this shall not be construed to en- 
large the maxiiiiUm of compensation now prescribed by 
law for any register or receiver ; rro'BiJed, Tiiat no- 
thing in this act shall be so construed as to impair the 
existing preemption, donation, or graduation laws, or to 
embrace lands which have been reserved to be sold or 
eotered at the price of $2 50 per acre ; but no entry, 
under said yraduaiion act, nhall be alloiced imiil 
after proof mj actual settlement and culiivution or oc- 
cupanaii for at leant three months, as provided for in 
Sec. 8 of tlie said act. 

§ 7. And be it further enacted, That each actual set- 
tler upon lands of the United States, wiiich have not been 



five years from tlie date of such entry ; and if, at the ex- od'ered at public sale, upon filing his declaration or claim, 



piration of sucli time, the person nialiing such entry, or. 
If he be dead, his widow, or, in case of her deatli, his 
child or cliildren, or in case of a widow making sucli 
entry, her child or children, in case of her deatii, siiall 
prove, by two credible witnesses, tliat he, slie, or they — 
that is to say, some member or members of the same 
family — has or have erected a dwelling-house upon said 
land, and continued to reside upon and cultivate tiie 
eatne for the term of five years, and still reside upon ttie 
same (and that ncitiier the said land or any part tliereof 
has been aiienated) ; tlien, in such case, he, slie, or tiiey, 
upon the payment of 25 cents per acre for the quantity 
entered, shall be entitled to a patent, as in otiier cases 
provided by law: And provided further. In case of the 
death of botli fatlier and mother, leaving a minor cliildor 
children, tlie right and the fee sliall inure to tlie benefit 
of said minor cliild or children, and the guardian shall be 
autliorized to perfect the entry lor the beneficiaries, as if 
there had been a continued residence of the settler for 
five years. Provided, That nothing in this section shall 
he 80 construed as to embrace or in any way include any 
quarter-section or fractional quarter-section of land upon 
which any preemption right has been acquired prior to the 
passage of ilils act. And provided further, Tiiat all en- 
tries iiia<ie under the provisions of iliis section, upon lands 
whichhavenot beenofered for public 8al6,shallbe conr 
flned to awl upon sections designated by odd numbers. 

§ 2. And be it further enacted, Tliatthe register of the 
Land Office sliail note all such applications on tlie tract 
books and plats of his office, and keep a register of all 
such entries, and make return thereof to the General 
Land Office, together with the proof upon wliich they 
have been founded. 

§ 3. And be it furtlter enacted, That no land acquired 
under tlie provisions of this act sliali in any event, be- 
come liable to the satisfaction of any debt or debts until 
after the issuing of the patent therefor. 

§ 4. And be it further emict'd. That If, at any time 
after filing the affidavit, as re(j[uired in the first section 
of this act, and before tlie expiration of the five years 
aforesaid, it shall be proved, after due notice to the set- 
tler, to the satisfaction of the register of the Land Ofiice, 
that the person having filed such affidavit shall have 
sworn falsely in any particular, or shall have voluntarily 
abandoned the possession and cultivation of the said 
land fur more than six months at atiy time, or sold his 
right under the entry, then, and in either of those 
events, llie register shall cancel the entry, and the land so 
entered shall revert to the Government, and be disposed 
of as oilier public lands are now by law, subject to an 
appeal to the Secre ary of the Interior. And in no case 
shall any land, tlie entry whereof shall have been can^ 
celled, again be subject to occupation, or entry, or pur 
ciiase, until the same shall have been reported to the 
General Land Office, and, by the direction of the Presi- 
dent of tlie United States, again advertised and offered 
- at public sale. 

§ 5. And be it further enacted. That if any person, 
now or hereafter, a resident of any one of the St^ites or 
Territories, and not a citizen of the United States, but 
who at the time of making such application for the bene' 
fit of tills act, shall have filed a declaration of inteti- 
tion, as required by the naturalization laws of the 
United States, and shall have become a citizen of the 
same before the issuing of the patent as provided for in 
tills act, such person shall be entitled to all the rights 
conferred by tliis act. 
§ 6. And be it further enacted. That no individual 



as now required by law, shall be entitled to two years 
from the commencement of his occupation or settlement ; 
or, if the lands have not been surveyed, two years from 
the receipt of the approved plat of sucli lands at the Dis- 
trict Land Office, within which to complete the proofs of 
his said claim, and to enter and pay for the land so 
claimed, at mmimum price of such lands ; and where such 
settlements have already been made in good faith, the 
claimant shall be entitled to the said period of two years 
from and after the date of this act; Provided, That no 
claim of preemption shall be allowed for more than 100 
acres, or one-quaicer section of land, nor shall any such 
claim be admitted under the provisions of tliis act, unless 
there shall have been at least three months of actual and 
continuous residence upon and cultivation of the land so 
claimed from the date of settlement, and proof thereof 
made according to Jaw ; Provided further. That any 
claimant under the preemption laws may take less than 
ICO acres by legal subdivisions ; Provided further. That 
all persons who are preemptora, on the date of this act, 
sliall, upon the payment to the proper authority of C2i 
cents per ac'-e, if paid within two years from the pas- 
sage of this act, be entitled to a patent from the Govern- 
ment, as now provided by the existing preemption laws. 

§ 8. And be it further enacted. That the 5th section 
of the act entitled " An act in addition to an act more 
effectually to provide for the punishment of certain crimes 
against the United States, and for other purposes," ap- 
proved tlie 8d of I.Iarch, in the year 1S57, shall extend to 
all oatlis, affirmatioQS, and affidavits required or author- 
ized by tills act. 

§ y. And be it further enacted. That nothing in this 
act shall be so construed as to prevent any person who 
has availed liim or Iierself of the benefit of the first section 
of this act from paying tlie minimum price, or tlie price 
to wliicii the same may have graduated, fur the quantity 
of land so entered at any time after an actual settlement • 
of six months, and liefore the expiration of t'.ie five years, 
md obtaining a patent tlier|^or from tlic Government, aa 
in other cases proviiied by IIPh'. 

10. And be it farther enacted, That all lands lying 
witliin the limits of a State whicli have been subject to 
sale at private entry, and wliicii remain unsold after the 
lajise of tiiirty years, siuiil be, and the same are hereby, 
ceded to the State in wliicii tlie same may be situated'; 
Provided, Tliese cessions sliall in no way invalidate any 
iiicejitive iirecmption riglit or location, or any entry under 
tills act, nor any sale or sales wiilcli may be made by the 
United States before tlie lands hereby ceded siiall be cer- 
tified to tlie State, as they are hereby required to be, under 
such regulations as may be prescribed by '.he Secretary 
of the Interior. And provided further, Tliat no cessions 
sliall take ilfect until after the States, by legislative act, 
shall have assented to the same. ■ 

On the 23d, the President returned the bill to 
the Senate with his veto, as follows : 

THE HOMESTEAD RILL. 

VETO mkssaq:-: of thk prksident. 

To the Smateofthe United States. 

I return, witli my objections, to the Senate, in which 
it originated, the bill entitled 'An act to secure Home* 
steads to actual settlers on the public domain and for 
other purposes," presented to me on the 20ih instant. 
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Tills bill gives to every citizen of the United States, 
" who is the head of a fiiniily," and to every person of 
foreign birth residing in the country, who has declared 
his intention to become a citizen, though he may not be 
the head of a family, tlie privilege of appropriiiting to 
himself one hundred and sixty acres of Governmeni 
land, of settling and residing upon it for live years; and 
sliould his residence continue until the end of this period, 
he shall tiien receive a i)atent on the payment of twenty- 
five cents per acre, oi one-fifth of the present Govern- 
ment price. During this peiiod, the land is protected 
from all the debts of the settler. 

This bill also contains a cession to the States of all the 
public lands within their respective limits " wliich have 
been subject to sale at private entry, and which remain 
unsold after the lapse of thirty years." This provision 
embraces a present donation to the States of twelve mil- 
lions two hundred and twenty-nine thousand seven hun- 
dred and thirty-one acres, and will, from time to time, 
transfer to them large bodies of such lands which, from 
peculiar circumstances, may not be absorbed by private 
purchase and settlement. 

To the actual settler, this bill does not make an abso- 
lute donation; but the price is so small that it can 
scarcely be called a sale. It is nominally twenty-five 
cents per acre; but considering this is not to be paid un- 
til the end of five y^ars, it is, in fact, reduced to about 
eighteen cents per acre, or one-seventh of the present 
minimum price of the public lands. In regard to the 
States, it is an absolute and unquulilied gift. 

I. This state of the facts raises the question whether 
Congress, under the Constitution, has the power to give 
away the public lands, either to Ijtates or individuals. 
On this question, I expressed a decided opinion in my 
message to the Hou.se of llepresentatives, of the 24th 
February, 1S59, returning tlie agricultural college bill. 
This opinion remains unclianged. The argument then 
used applies, as a constitutional objection, with the 
greater force to the present bill. There it had the plea 
of consideration, growing out of a specific beneticial pur- 
pose ; here, it is an absolute gratuity to the Stiite without 
the pretext of consideration. 1 am compelled, for want 
of time, in these last hours of the session, to quote 
largely from this message 

I presume the general proposition will be admitted, 
that Coniiress does not possess llie power to mal;e do- 
nations of money, already in the Treasury, ra'.sed by 
taxes on the people, cither to Slates or individuals. 

liut it is contended that tlic public lands are placed 
upon a different footing from money raised by taxation, 
and that the proceeds arising from their s;ile are not 
subject to the limitations of tlie Constitution, but may 
be appropriated or given away by Congress, at its own 
discretion, to States, corporations, or individuals, for 
any purpose tliey may deem expedient. 

The advocates of this bill attempt to sustain their po- 
sition upon tlie language of the second clause of ihe 
third section of tlie fourtli article of the Constitution, 
which declares that "the Congress shall have power to 
dispose of, and make all needful rules and i egulations 
respecting the territory or other property belonging to 
the United States." They contend that, by a fair Inter- 
pretation of the words "dispose of" in this clause, 
Congress possesses the power to make this gift of pub- 
lic lands to the States forpu||>oses of education. 

It would require clear and strong evidence to induce 
the beUef that the framers of the Constitution, after 
having limited the powers of Congress to certain, pre- 
cise, and specific olijects, intended, by employing the 
words " dispose of," to give that body unlimited power 
over the vast public domain. It would be a strange 
anomaly indeed, to have created two funds, the one by 
taxation, confined to the execution of the enumerated 
powers delegated to Congress, and the other from 
the public lands, applicable to all subjects, foreign and 
domestic, which Congress might designate. That this 
fund should be "disposed of," not to pay the debts of 
the .United States, nor " to raise and support armies," 
nor " to provide and maintain a navy," nor to accom- 
plish any one of the other great objects enumerated in 
the Constitution, but be diverted from them to pay the 
debts of the States, to educate their people, and to 
carry Into effect any other measure of their domestic 
policy — this would be to confer upon Congress a vast 
and irresponsible authority, utterly at war with the 
well-known jealousy of the Federal power which pre- 
vailed at tfie formation of t!ie Constitution. The na- 
tural intendment would be that, as the Constitution 
confined Congress to well-defined specific powers, the 
funds placed at their command, whether In land or 
money, should be appropriated to the performance of 
the duties corresponding with these powers. If not, a 
OoverDment has been created, with all its other powers 



1 carefully limited, but without any limitation In respect 
I to the public lands, 

I But I cannot so read the words " disposed of" as to 
make them embrace the idea of " giving away." The 
true meaning of words is always to be ascertained by the 
subject to which they are applied, and llie known general 
Intent of the lawgiver. Congress is trustee under the 
Consthution for the people of the United States to " dis- 
pose of " their public lands, and I think 1 may venture to 
assert witli confidence that no case can be found in which 
a trustee in the position of Congress has been authorized 
to " dispone of" property by its owner, where it has ever 
been held tliat these words authorized such trustee to give 
away the fund intrusted to his wire. No trustee, wlien 
called upon to account for the disposition of the property 
placed under his management before any judicial trilju- 
nal, would venture to present such a plea in his defense. 
The true meaning of these words is clearly stated by 
Chief Justice Taney in delivering tiie opinion of the Court 
(19 Howard, p. 486). He says, in reference to this clause 
of the Constitution, "It begins its enumeration of powers 
by that of disjioslng; in otiier words, making sale of the 
lands, or raising money from them, which, as we have al- 
ready said, was the main object of the cession (from the 
States), and wliich Is the first thing provided for in tlie 
article." It is unnecessary to refer to the history of the 
times to est.iblish the known fact that this statement of 
tlie Chief j ustice Is perfectly well founded. That It never 
was ?ntcnded by the framers of the Constitution that these 
lands should be given away by Congress is manifest from 
the concluding portion of the same clause. By it. Con- 
gress has power not only "to dispose of " the territory, 
but of the " other property of the United States." In the 
language of the Chief Justice (p, 487), " And the same 
power of making needful rules respecting the territory is 
in precisely the same language applied to the otlier pro- 
perty of tlie United States, associating tlie power over the 
territory, in this respect, with the power over movable or 
personal property — that is, the ships, arms, or munitions 
of war, which then belonged in common to the State sove- 
reignties." 

The question is still clearer In regard to the public lands 
in the States and Territories within the Louisiana and 
Florida purchases. These lands were paid for out of the 
public Treasury from money raised by taxation. Now, If 
Congress had no power to approfjriate the money with 
wliieh these lands were purchaseil, is it not clear that the 
power over the lands is equally limited ? Tlie mere con- 
version of this money into land could not confer upon 
Congress new power over the disposition of land which 
they had not possessed over money. If it could, then a 
trustee, by changing the cliaracter of tlie fund intrusted 
to his care for special objects from money into land, might 
give the iund away, or devote it to any purpose he thought 
proper, however foreign from the trust. Tlie inference is 
irresistible that this land partakes of the very same cha- 
racter with tlie money paid for it, and can be devoted to 
no objects diirerent from those to which the money could 
have been devoted. If tliis were not the case, then, by 
tlie purchase of a new Territory from a foreign govern- 
ment out of the pulilic Treasury, Congress could enlarge 
tlieir own iiowers, and appropriate the proceeds of flie 
sales of the land thus jmrchased, at their own discretion, 
to otiier and far different olijects from what they could 
have iiiiplied the purchase money wliich liad been raised 
liy taxation, 

II. liwd. prove unequal and unjust in its operation 
aiiiiTig the actiiiil si'iilers themselves. 

Tlie tirm se llers nf a new country are a most merito 
rlous class. They brave the dangers of savage warfare, 
suffer the privaiiiiiis of a frontier life, and, with the hand 
of toil, bring itie wilderness into cultivation. The " old 
settlers,"' as ibey are everywhere called, are public bene- 
factors, Tliis class have all paid for their lands, the 
government price, i>r $1 25 per acre. They have con- 
structed roans, esinblislied schools, and laid tlie f"unda- 
lion of pros|»ri>in Cummonwealths. Is it just, is it 
tqual, that, iiftfi they have accomplished all tliis liy their 
lali'ir, new seillers should come in among them and re- 
ceive their fiirnis at the price of twenty-live or eighteen 
cents per acre ? Surely Ihe old settlers, as a cla>s, are 
entitled to at least equal benefits with tlie new. If you 
give the new settlers tlieir lands for a comparatively 
nominal price, upon every principle of equality and 
justice, you will lie obliged to refund out of the common 
Treasury the difference which the old liave paid above 
the new settler.i for their land, 

III, This bill will do great Injustice to the oM soldiers 
who have received land warrants for their services in 
fighting the battles of their country. It will greatly 
reduce the market value of these warrants. Already 
their value lias sunk, lor one hundred atid sixty acre 
warrants, to sixty-seven cents per aire, under an appre- 
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hensioQ that such a measure as this might become a law. 
Wliat price would tliey commanil, wlieii any heud of u 
family may tulie possetisioit of a quarter section of latui, 
and not pay for it until the end of flveyears, and then 
at tlie rale of only iwenty-flve cents per acre? 'i'lie 
magnitude of the interest to be affected will appear in the 
fact that there are outstanding unsatibfied land warrants 
reaching back to the last war with great liritain, and 
even Uevolutionary tiiiies, amountiug iu round numbers, 
tu .-ieven and a half millions acres. 

IV. This bill will prove unequal and unjust in Its opera- 
tion, because, from its nature, it is contined to one cliiiis 
of our people. It is a boon expressly i-onferred upon the 
cultivators of the soil. While it is cheerfully adtiiiited 
th.it these are the most numerous and ustfut class of our 
fellow- citizens, and eminently deserve all th( advantages 
which our laws have already extended to them, yet there 
tiiuuld be no new legislation which would operate to the 
injury or embarraSMnent of the large body of respectable 
artisans and laborers. The mechanic who emigrates to 
tlie West, and pursues his calling, roust labor long before 
lie cati purchase a quarter-section of land ; while the 
tiller of the soil who accompanies him obtains a farm ai 
once by the bounty of the Government. The uunitrous 
body of mechanics in our large cities cannot, even by 
emigrating to the West, take advantage of the provisions 
of this bill without entering upon a new occupation, for 
H'hicli their habits of life have rendered them unfit. 

Y. This bill is unjust to the old States of the Union in 
many respects; and among these States, so far as the 
public lauds are concerned, we may enumerate every 
State east of the Mississippi, with tlie exception of Wis- 
consin and a portion of Minnesota. 

It is a couiiuou belief, within their limits, that the oldfrr 
States of the Confederacy do not derive their propor- 
tionate benefit froiu the public lanits. This is not a just 
opinion. It is doubtful whether they could be rendered 
more beneficial to these States under any other system 
than that which at present exists. Their proceeds go i.'ito 
the common Treasury to accomplish the objects of the 
tioverument, and in this manner all the States are bene- 
fited in just proportion. But to give this counnon inherit- 
ance away would deprive the old States of their just 
proportion of this revenue, without holding out any, the 
least, corresponding advantage. While it is our coiimion 
glory that the new States have become so prosperous and 
liopulous, there is no good reason why the old States 
should olfer premiums to their own citizens to emigrate 
from them to the West. That land of promise presents in 
itself sufficient allurements to our young iind enterprising 
citizens, without any adventitious aid. The oiler of free 
farms would probably have a powerful effect in encourag- 
bg emigration, esi)ecially from States like llluioisj Ten- 
nessee, and Kentucky, to the west of the Mississippi, and 
could not fail to reduce the price of property within their 
limits. An individual in States thus situated would not 
pay Its fair value for land when, by crossing the Slississip- 
pi, be could go upon the public lands, and obtain a farm 
almost without money and without price. 

VI. This bill will open one vast field for speculation. 
Men will not pay ijil 25 for lands, when they can pur- 
chase them for one-fifth of that price. Large numbers of 
actual settlers will be carried out by capitalists upon 
agreements to give them half of the land for the improve- 
meut of the other half. This cannot be avoided. Secret 
agreements of this kind will be numerous. In the entry 
of graduated lands, the experieuce of the Laud Office 
justifies this objection. 

VIZ. We ought ever to maintain the most perfect 
etyiality between native and naturalized citizens. They 
are equal, and ought always to remain equal, before the 
laws. Our laws welcome foreigners to our shores, and 
their rights will ever be respected. While these are the 
eentiments on which I have acted through life, it is not, 
Inmy opinion, expedient to proclaim to all the nations of 
the earth that whoever shall arrive in this country from 
a foreign shore, and declare his intention to become a 
citizen, shall receive a farm of ICO acres, at a cost of 'Zb 
or 20 cents per acre, if he will only reside on it and culti- 
vate it. The invitation extends to all ; and if this bill 
becomes a law, we may have numerous actual settlers 
from China, aiid otiier I^ustern nations, enjoying its bene- 
litj oa the great I'iiclfic slope. The bill makes a distinc- 
tion in favor of such persons over native and naturalized 
c.tizens. When applied to such citizens, it is confined to 
luch as are the heads of families ; but when applicable to 
persons of foreign birth recently arrived ou our shores, 
there is no such restriction. Such persons need not be 
theheads of families, provided tliey have filed a declara- 
lioQ of intcutiuu to become citizens. Perhaps this dis- 



tinction was an inadvertence ; but, it is, nevertheless, a 
part of the bill. 

VIII. The bill creates an unjust distinction between 
persons claiming the benefit of the preemption laws. 
While it reduces the price of the land to existing preemp. 
tors to 6'2| cents per acre, and gives them a credit on this 
sum for two years from the present date, no matter how 
long they may have hitherto enjoyed the land, futu e 
precmptora will be compelled to pay double this price 
per acre. There is no reason or justice in this discrimi- 
nation. 

IX. The effect of this bill on the public revenue must 
be apparent to all. Miould it become a law, the reduc- 
tion of the price of lands to actual settlers to iiS cents 
per aero with a credit of five years, and the reduction of 
Its price to existing preemptors to C21 cents per acre, 
with a credit of two years will so diminish the sale of 
other public lands as to render the expectation of future 
revenue from that source beyond the expenses of survey 
and munagen>.?nt illusory. The Secretary of the Interior 
estimated the revenue from the public lands for the next 
fiscal year at $4,000,000 on the presumption tlmt the 
preserit land system would remain unchanged. Should 
this bill become a law, he does not believe that $1,000,* 00 
will be derived from this source. 

This bill lays the ax at the root of our present admirable 
land system. The public land is an inheritance of vast 
value to us and to our descendants. It is a resource to 
which we can resort in the hour of difliculty and danger. 
It has been managed heretofore with the greatest wisdom, 
under existing laws. In this management, the rights of 
actual settlers have been conciliated with the interests 
of the Government. The price to all has been reduced 
from |2 jier acre to $1 25 for fresh lands, and the claims 
of actual settlers have been secured by our preemption 
laws. Any man can now acquire a title in fee-simple to 
a homestead of SO acres, at the minimum price of $1 25 
]>er acre fur $100. Should the present system remain, 
we shall derive a revenue from the public lands of 
$10,000,000 per annum, when the bounty land warrants 
are satisfied, without oppression to any human being. 
In the time of war, when all other sources of revenue are 
seriously impaired, this will remain intact. It may be- 
come the best security for public loans hereafter, in 
times of difliculty and danger, as it has been heretofore. 
Why should we impair or destroy this system at the pre- 
sent moment ? What n ecessity exists for it ? 

The peojile of tl;e Uniied States have advanced with 
steady but rapid strides to their present condition ol 
power and prosperity. They have been guided in their 
progress by the fixed principle of protecting the equal 
rights of all, whether they be rich or poor. No agraritm 
sentiment has ever prevailed among them. The honest 
poor man, by frugality and industry can, in any part of 
our country, acquire a competence for himself and his 
family, and in doing this he feels that he eats the bread 
of independence. He desires no charity, either from the 
government or from his neighbors. This bill,which proposes 
to give him land at an almost noiniiml price, out of the 
property of the government, will go far to demoralize 
the people, and repress this noble sjiirit of independence. 
It may introduce among us those pernicious social 
theories whicli have proved so Cisastrous in other coun- 
tries. Jamcs Bucuakan. 

Washington, Ju7i6 22, ISCO. 

In the Senate the question. Shall this bill 
pass notwithstiiuding the objections of the Pre- 
sident ? was put and lost, as follows ; 

Ye.^s— Messrs. Anthony, Jlroicn, Chandlei, Clark, 
Doolittle, Durkee, Fessenden, Fitck, Foot, Foster, Oioin, 
Hale, Hamlin, Harlan, King, Lane, Latham, Hichohon, 
J'olk, J'uyh, Rice, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Byck, Trum- 
bull, Wade, Wilkinson, and Wilson. 

Republicans in Roman, 19; Democrats in 
Italics, 9. Total, 28. 

Nays— Messrs. Bragg, Chesnut, Cbittendbn, Davis, 
Fitzpatrick, Green, Hemphill, Hunter, Iverson, Johnson 
(Tenn.), Johnson (Ark.), Mallory, Mason, Pearce, Powell, 
Sebastian, Wigfall, Yulee— 18. 

All from the South, and all Democrats, ex- 
cept Mr. Crittenden (Am.), of Kentucky. 
Several Senators were paired, which accounts 
for the light vote. So the bill failed, not hav- 
ing received the requisite two-thirds vote neces- 
sary to pass it over the Executive Veto. 
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DEMOCRATIC PLATFORM, 

ADOPTED BY THE UNITED STATES SENATE. 



On the first of March, 1860, Mr. Davis, of 
Mississippi, submitted to the Senate the follow- 
ing Resolutions : 

1. Me^olved, that In the adoption of the Federal Con- 
etitution, the States adopting the same acted severally 
as free and independent sovereignties, delegating a por- 
tion of their powers to be exercised by the Federal Gov- 
ernment for the increased security of each against 
dangers, <Iome»iie as well as foreign; and that any in- 
termeddling by any onu or more States, or by a combi- 
nation of their citizens, with the domestic institutions of 
the others, on any pretext whatever, political, moral, 
or religious, with a view to their disturbance or subver- 
«ion, is in violation of the Constitution, insulting to the 
States BO interfered with, endangers their domestic peace 
an<l tranquillity— objects for which the Constitution was 
formed— and by necessary consequence, tends to weaken 
and destroy the Union itself. 

2. liesolc^d. That negro Slavery, as It exists in fifteen 
States of this Union, composes an important portion of 
their domestic institutions, inherited from ttieir ances- 
tors, and existing at the adoption of the Constitution, by 
which it is recognized as constituting an important ele- 
ment in tlie apportionment of powers among the States ; 
and that no change of opinion or feeling on tlie part of 
tlie non-^iiveiiolding States of the Union, in relation to 
this institution, can justify them, or their citizens, in 
open or covert attacks theraon,wi;h a view to its over- 
throw ; and tliat all sucli attacks are in manifest viola- 
tion of the mutual and solemn pledge to protect and de- 
fend each other, given by the Slates respectively on en- 
tering into tlie constitutional compact which formed the 
Union, and are a manifest breach of faith, and a viola- 
tion of the most solemn obligations. 

3. Hesolced, That the Union of these States rests on 
the equality of rights and privileges among its mem- 
bers; and that it is especially the duty of the Senate, 
which represents the States in their sovereign capacity, 
tu resist all attempts to discriminate either in relation 
to persons or property in the Territories, which are the 
common possessions of the United States, so as to give 
advantages to the citizens of one State which are not 
equally assured to those of evei'y other State. 

4. Ilesolved, That neither Congress nor a Territorial 
Legislature, whether by direct legislation or legislation 
of an indirect and unfriendly character, possess power 
to annul or impair the constitutional right of any citizen 
of the United States to take his slave property into the 
common Territories, and there hold and enjoy the same 
while the Territorial condition remains. 

6. llexolved. That if experience should at any time 
prove that the judicial and executive authority do not 
possess means to insure adequate protection to consti- 
tutional rights in a Territory, and if the Territorial Gov- 
•ernment should fail or refuse to provide the necessary 
remedies for that purpose, it will be the duty of Congress 
to supply such deficiency. 

6. licsvlved. That the inhabitants of a Territory of 
the United States, when they rightfully form a con- 
stitution to be admitted as a State into the Union, may 
then, for the (list time, like the people of a State when 
forming a new Constitution, decide for themselves 
whether Slavery, as a domestic institution, shall be 
miiiiiUiined or prohibited within their jurisdiction ; and 
"they shall be received into the Union with or without 
Slavery, as their Constitution may prescribe at the time 
of their admission." 

_ T. JUmlceff, That the provision of the Constitu- 
tion for the rendition of fugitives from service or labor, 
wiihout the adoption of which the Union could not have 
been fonneil. and that the laws of and It^fiO, which 
were enacted to secure its execution, and the main fea- 
tures of wh.cli, being similar, bear the impress of nearly 
seventy ye irs of sanction by the highest judicial author- 
ity, should be honestly and faithfully observed and 
niiiiuta.iied by all who enjoy the beiielits of our com- { 
jiiii-t of l.'nioii; and that all acts of individuals or of ; 
M.i'.e l.(';.'i.<:aiure» to di;f«al the purpose or nultifv tlie 
Tt:H'.iire:iicuts of that provibion, and liie l.iws made in , 



pursuance of St, are hostile In character, subversive of 
the Constitution, and revolutionary in their effect. 

On the 8th May following, Mr. Clingninn, of 
North Carolina, addressed the Senate at length 
on these resolutions, maintaining the position 
that the Constitution does guarantee tlie right 
of holding slaves in the Territories of tiie Uni- 
ted States, but that the enforcing of that right, 
by Congressional action, was inexpedient, and 
would be of no practical value to the Slave 
States ; also, that the South waived that right 
in agreeing to the Compromises of 1850 and the 
Kansas-Nebraska Act (repeal of the Missouri 
Compromise) of ]854. Mr. C. also reviewed 
the proceedings of the National Convention at 
Charleston, and concluded as follows : 

Entertaining these views, I have been disposed to ab- 
stain as much as possible from the dbcusslou of these 
questions, and I really hope that we shall not press them, 
I think no advantage can grow out of it. 1 greatly fear 
that I have occupied more of the valuable time of the 
Senate than I intended. 1 felt, however, that from me. In 
my position, some explanation was necessary. I tliinij 
that the gentlemen on the other side of the Chamber have 
given us a platform already. We shall have to flglit 
thera; we had better make up our minds to go into the 
contest, and meet them ou the great issue they tender us, 
In ten days, we shall probably liave tlit;ir declaratiou of 
war from Chicago, and the clash of arms will commence 
very soon. It is time for lis to close our ranks. I am 
ready to fight under any flag and tii.y standard-bearer 
that may be given us. 1 can adopt any of those pliitforms 
that were presented at Charleston, I leave all that to 
our political friends assembled in convention. 1 know 
that they will present a platform, and present a man less 
objectionable to me than the candidate on the otlier siiie. 
I regard them as the deadly political enemies of iny sec- 
tion; as the enemies of the Constitution of the United 
States. 1 want to embark in the contest aiid fight them 
with closed and serried ranks on our side. 1 have spoken 
only in behalf of the Democratic party, of the Coustitu- 
tion, and the country. 

MR. BENJ.VMIS ON POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY, 

Senator Benjamin, of Louisiana, followed: 

Mr. Benjamin.— Mr. President, I had no intention of 
joining in this debate, or of uttering one word on there- 
solutions now before the Senate ; but, sir, I have listened 
with intense surprise to what has fallen from the Senator 
from North Carolina this morning, and I cannot remaia 
quie.^cent and by silence appear to give consent tu what 
he has said in relation to the action of certain Suuthern 
delegates in the recent Convention at Charleston. 

Tile Senator from North Carolina thinks that political 
races can best be run wltliuut the load of principles. The 
Senator from North Carolina thinks that the best way to 
get success in a political cotitest Is not to botheryourself 
with th-i baggiige of principle, but let your candidate run 
with nothing on his back, anii probably in that way he 
may run the faster and reach the goal the sooner. And' 
again, the honorable Si iiator thinks thai, becaufe the 
Cinuiiinaii plntform was acceptable to the whole Demo- 
cracy In 1&S6, there is and can be no reason why De- 
mocrats who stood on that platform at that time shoulil 
be ilissivtisfted with it now. 

Mr. President, let us look a little back, behind 1858, In 
relalioii to iliat platform, and to the living issue on wliich 
we are separated as regards that platform. We all re- 
member, sir — no man can forget— that, in the exciting 
contest wliich took place on the Kansas-Nebraska bill, 
thofe who were the firmest supporters of the bill iliffereil 
in priiiciiileoii that one point which now tlireutcns toili- 
viiie the U'-'itiocriitic jmrly. They diflered openly ; they 
avuweil ilieir differences; they provided for the final 
s<:'' ':;iieut HI those differences. Sir, ic/te» Vie met in 
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eattous, under the lead of the honorable Senator from 
JUinoiSy who introduced tlie Kamaa-Nebraaka hill, it 
was found tliat the Democrats from the North and the 
jjemoorata from the South could not agree in princi- 
ple. The Dtiinocrata from tim South then took t>he posi- 
tion that the Coiidtitution of the United States was plain 
and clvar. The rights of the people of tiie South were 
{ilaced upon that instrument. I agree with the Senator 
from Mississippi (Mr. Davis) that we have notliiiigio do 
in this controversy with natural rights or natural princi- 
ples. Tliose rights and those principles, which lie at the 
foundation of social organization and civil government, 
were proper subjects of examination and consideration 
with the fathers. 'I'liey did t>il<e them into consideration, 
'ftiey decided tiiem, Tliey liave given us a chart by 
wiiiuli now we are bound ad to direct our course; and that 
vliart is the Constitution of our country. Kesting t)ie 
rights of the South upon thut Constitution, when tlie dis- 
cussions iirose upon tlie Kansas 'ebraska bill, the Sena- 
tors from the South who met in uus, or in convention, 
or In primary meeting, if yoa cl a so to say, ail agreed, 
without a dissenting voice, that the true construction 
of the Constitution of tlie United States, the Territories 
belonging to the United States were tlie common pro- 
perty uf all ; that each State had equal rigiits in those 
Territories; that amongst those rights was the right of 
the citizens of tiie different States to emigrate to those 
Territiories with their property of every nature and kind ; 
and, wiieu there, we coiitendiid that there was no power 
under heaven that could drive us out of those Territories, 
or deprive us therein of the protection of theConst.tutlon 
and liie laws, until llie people of the Territory should 
make a coiisiiiution and form a State. 

The Senator from Illinois did not agree with us in 
that. He has been consistent. The Senator from Illi- 
nois held that there was a power in the people of a 
Territory; he believed in Popular Sovereignly; he be- 
lieved in some inherent right in the people when assem- 
bled, eveu ill the original inchoate shape in which they 
come as emigrants lo the Territories, to pass laws to 
govern themselves ; to molil tlieir own Institutions, as he 
pitrased it, ami iuciiide<l in that power the right to act 
agiiiist Slavery. We couhi not agree. Morning after 
morning we met for the purpose of coming to some 
uiiderstandiug upon that very point ; and it was finally 
understood by all, agreed to by all, made the basis of a 
compromise by a>l me supjiorters ot tliat bill, that the 
Territories should be organized with a delegaMon by Con- 
gress of all the power of Congress in the Territories, and 
t .at tlie extent of the power of Congress should be deter- 
mined by tlie courts. Finn in our belief of our rights, 
coiiseious that in tiie Constitution we had guaranty 
enougii ; knowing that it was impossible for a judicial tri- 
bunal to make oilier than one deci:jion, we said that we 
would stand by that decision when made ; and if it 
should be determ ned by the Supreme Court of the 
United States iliat there was a power in this Government 
to deprive the people of the South of their fair share of 
the common Territories of the Union, if that power in this 
Government existed in Congress, and if Congress dele- 
gated all Its poiver to the Territories, we would stand by 
the decision and agree that ive asserted a right that found 
Du warrant in the Constitution; and, on the other Iiand, 
our brother Democrats of the North, and the Senator 
from Illinois at their head, agreeil that if the Supreme 
G'lurt of the Uiiiled States should determine that the Con- 
gress of tlie United States had no power to interfere 
with Souikern rights in the Territories, if, consequently, 
«re had had not t.'ie power that we could delegate at all, 
then the Democrats of the North would join us In showing 
re.spect and obeilieiice to that decision, and stand with 
us iin the princi|ile tiiat we advocated as the true one. 
None of us supposed at the time that the decision would 
come so quick. None uf us knew of the existence of a 
camroversy then pending in the federal courts that 
would lead almost immediately to the deci'ion of that 
quiisiion. We provided in the Kansas act itself ; we in- 
iroiluceil an expre.-s clause having for its avowed object 
to bring that quesiion before the courts for decision. 

Well, sir, the questioa did come before the courts, and 
the Supreme Court of the United States, in the decision in 
tlie Ured Scott case, has determined— gentlemen say it is 
no decisioti— as doctrine, or as o|>iiiion, or In some way has 
declared that the Congress of the United States lias no 
poirerso t o legisl,ii.e as to destroy the rights of the people of 
the South in their slave property In the Territories, and the 
juilws have said as a proposition, so clear that it required 
no iirgumifiit, that the Congress possessing no such power, 
it w;is pl iiii that it could give none to the Territorial Legisla- 
tare 1 tlo not understand that the gentlemen from the North, 
the iiii!iiiliers of llie Democratic party, controvert that. 

Hut a;, a li.iu when we supposed that wc all at length 
<looi u, ion one common platform; that wc had at last a 



guide and a pole star by which the Democratic party couU 
guide the ship uf State, a sudden and alarming heresy 
sprung up in the North, and something was said about the 
right of the Legislature of the Territories not to destroy 
Slavery ; not to abolish it ; not to confiscate by direct le- 
gislation the rights of the citizens of the South who might 
find themselves in the Territories with their property, but, 
by a side blow, by indirection, and by failure to perform 
duty, by " unfriendly legislation," to do that which consti- 
tutionally they had no power to do by any direct effort of 
lej^lative will. Now, sir, the Cincinnati platform, with 
which the gentleman from North Carolina seems to be so 
much in love, and which he thinks is sullicient for the con- 
stitutional rights of the South, would be sullicient for that 
purpose, is sufficient for that pun>ose properly construed ; 
but when the delegates of a great party, assembled to- 
gether from all portions of the Confederacy, recently met, 
and the proposition was made to them to adopt the Cin- 
cinnati platform, it was mad - under what circumstances, 
and with what view? It wae made wit/i a hnowledfje 
of every man in that Convention that tioo distinct'^ 
opposite interpretations were put upon lhatplatform 
—one at the South, and the other at i/ie North. 

Mr. Clingman. — ^The Senator will allow me to ask him if 
these two opinions were not upon whether a Territorial Le- 
gislature could legislate for or against Slavery ? Are those 
the opinions to which he refers i 

Mr. Benjamin. — The opposite constructions are put in 
several points. One point is, whether the Territorial Le- 
gislature has a right to abolish Slavery in the Territories 
or not, before forming a State Constitution ; and another 
is, whether or not it is the duty of the Federal Government 
to protect the rights of the people of the South in the Ter- 
ritories. Upon those two points opposite interpretations 
and opposite principles exist, and were developed in the 
Charleston Convention. 

Mr. Clingman. — I will answer the gentleman when he is 
through. 

Mr. Pugh. — Do I understand the gentleman to say that 
every member of the Convention agreed that the platform 
had received two interpretations, or that it was susceptible 
of R? 

Mr. Benjamin. — lunderstand that opposite interpre- 
tations were plainly and openly given to that platform 
in Conventionr, by men whose good faith no 7nan has 
ever yet disputed to my knowledge. 

Mr. Pugh.— I do not think that was tlie ground of the 
difference of opinion at all I said there never were two 
interpretations that could be fairly given to it; that the 
platform purposely, in the language of the Senator from 
North Carolina, referred that question to judicial tribu- 
nals ; that the difference of opinion arose upon the judicial 
question; it did not arise upon the platform; and that 
consequently it was a false accusation. I say that cer- 
tainly in no unkind spirit to the Senator ; but I say the 
platform is not susceptible of two interpretations; that it 
referred a controversy to arbitration. There might be a 
difference of opinion as to the particular arbitration of it, 
but there was none as to the terms of submission. 

"Mr. Benjamin. — I read, Mr. President, with as much 
attention as I was capable of, everything that occurred in 
that convention, and I saw the statement over and over 
again made in the convention, and not controverted, that 
different opinions were put upon that platform in different 
parts of the country. 

Mr. Pugh. — I certainly controverted it for one. I do 
not recollect who else may have stated it. It may have 
been repeated a great many times ; but I did controvert it. 

Mr. Benjamin. — Now, sir, I say, in relation to that Cin- 
cinnati platform, which the Senator from North Carolina 
seems to think ought to have amply sufficed the South, and 
to have sufficed the Democratic party, these two opposite 
interpretations were known to be, intended to be given to 
it. Further, I say this : I say it was avowed at Charleston, 
over and over again, that if a construction was given to 
that platform by which it should be clearly stated that the 
people of the South were entitled to have their slaves pro- 
tected In the Territories against any direct interference, 
either by Concessional or Territorial legislation ; if that 
was avowed ; if the doctrine of the party was asserted to 
be that the Legislature of the Territory, whilst a Territory 
existed In its Inchoate organization, had no right to inter- 
fere with Slavery, then it was said, again and again, that 
no northern State could be carried upon that ground. 

Mr. Clingman.— On the question as to whether a Terri- 
torial Legislature could legislate against Slavery or for it, 
I ask the Senator whether that would not necessarily 
be a question which a court must determine ; that if tiie 
Legislature legislated or acted in any way, could we, by 
our opinions, settle it ; or is it net, from necessity, a juiii- 
clal question ? 

Mr. Benjamin. — The Senator is directing me entirely 
out of the line of my argument. I must beg him to allow 
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me to proceed In my line. That is not at all what I am 
at. It has no reference at all to my line of argument. 

I say this : I say that distinctly opposite inierpreta- 
tations, or distinctly opposite principles, if you choose, in 
relation to Southern rights under the Constitution, were 
avowed at Charleston, by men professing all h) be Demo- 
crats : and that, in my judgment, it is a brand upon the 
eood faith of the Democratic party, it is an imputation 



as he said, had erred KSJre through ignorance than de- 
sign. Mr. Benjamin then defended the Democratic .Sena- 
tors from the charge of having undertaken to dictate to 
the Clmrleston Convention what sort of platform it 
should make. When tlie Kansas bill was before tlia 
Senate, the Senator from Illinois called a caucus oi 
Democratic Senators every morning to decide on their 
action for the day. The late Senatorial caucus had dona 



gooataitn or me ueuiuurai.u i.».ijf, - I no more than that. Yet for this it had been chaiKed 

upon tlieir honor, it is un wortl.y of them, J;"^ ""woi il y °? jJ^°;^.^"'*to diminish the Senator's chance for success. 

Of us all, '■Y^^^^Jl^^^J^ V^fo^of onrpa ?y or an' M . Benjanfin next.examined Mr. Douglas's charge that 

country and ask their votes m favor ot one parij^o^^^ Democratic States had adopted a platfo.m 

ether, with, the avowed ^se of pre m^^^^^^^^ „f ^^^^ Union, iud Imd placed 

interpretations or opposite sets of principles In t''e two iV"^ " , , ^ r jjr. y„ncey, an avowed 

sections of the Confederacy as being the Pr.ne.p e| of a ^^^^^^^ ""' f^suie iad vcted for that platform, and 

common par y, and » "-.^^^ at he should vote for the Senate rewlutions, and he denied 

say that ! will never .^Paj '5 '» f,o,„ minoig had correctly stated the 

that. If I go into an electoral co-'tes^ 1 want to Know Nobody here wanted to make a slave 

the principlesof the party with w n^ ^^^^ which Mr. Douglas had picked up 

before the people my '»'«'«v^^J°'^?„VJ^„y, ^^^^ Uepubiicans, nor to force Slavery on an uii- 

country, to declare those P"«c'P'". « .'^"^ ''^ ^l;^^^ wXg people The attacks upon the Democratic i?ena. 

find them written in letters °f ' f'''^^ Tors were wanton and unprovoked, and he should repel 

dare misconstrue them, and by them to stanu, ana wnii ^^^^ ^^^^ Senator had defended his consistency at 

them, if need be, fall. „,t,„ „fti,QHoip J irreat leneth. which was not the issue between them. 

That I understand to have been the POf,"'on°/*;^e dele. S^eat leng^n, J^'^'^'\ Jg j,^,^ ,„a(le a 

gation of Louisiana at Charleston. Taking " « , P03'«;°"' ^Sn and had violated it. To prove this he sliould 
determined that they would "Ot PaUe' ?"a 'airtWy n^fc^ fuHhei^lack than ISsf, up to wliich time theSena- 
dices by using words m any doub e sense^ t^^^^^^ h ^^^^^^ , Democratic 

did and al they said must 8° '•'e fo'^^^^^^^^ I p° ny with pride and favor. Why was it that a Senator 

drew. I applaud them; I approve 5 Vin\n,nn^ T M^^^^^^^ into a history of the Kansas 

them I think th«y as becam^^^^^^^^ Ji\,STat tL .Hllerenccs between Democrats and 

orable citizens. I think the btate wiU show itseii tr<iieiui '^{^,.^.^,^3'' j^^,, Douglas Democrats. At tliat time 

to tliem for their act . •ii..ii(»mniT'it<i bein" unable to asrree as to the power of 

Now, the honorable Senator says he is wi ling ° ,f° "^^X ^^^^^^ agreed to'referthe 

with Democrats upon almost .;iny platform ; that almost the^^^^^ h ^.^^^^ 

any one that we can ^l^ct would be prefei-abl^ to the ad- «„"^^^J^'=,<= ;,Vat"S tl>e Senator's consistency. It was his 

versari^sagamstwhomweaie tobeopposea. .„,,,, '"' •,.,„,.„ constituted his great crime-adhering 

Mr. Olingman.-Isaid any of tJiose proposed. I alluded ^j7;,f„'«;|°y;Xcne agreed to abandon when the 

to those proposed in the Couveniion, p,.,,,,.., t Court decided tlie question, and which the Court had 

Mr. Benjamin.-! soPPO^e so. ^ff "^4"^;^^ him.^ Tl.is he charged was bad faith. The 

am not willing to go for any man, I ^° Senator no longer worshipped at the Democratic shrine, 

his name has been proposed or not, who is t^ot will i g to benaior n o oi t i ^^^^ g^_^.^,^^ 

stand upon a platforrn of principle °J J""' ^ from i^linots had ad.nitted that he .nad'l this bargain, and 

ciple. I am wdhng to go for any man, Y''*-" , u.,^ been engaged since 1S57 in trying to explain 

or not, who will pledge his honor to stand fa ahfully and yet he f ''^ ^^^"^ « , Uepublicans, the decision 
squarely upon a platform of sound princ pies and when away, ^" cot juncii i^^ ^^^^ .^^^^^^^^ 

a^ platform of sound 9ot.slilutional Pr"''='^^^^^^^^^^^ X^ed! He quoted from the Dred Scott de 

adopted by a Democratic Convention, sat sfactory to me, ^'"'['Vj^''- .j,,^, right to slave property in the 1 er- 
with my views of constitutional right, and satisfactory to Xies wa^Sed by it. On this point lie arpi.d at 
my people-principles satisfactory to ""y P^OP «;/.«-'y 5 ^^'."^^^^^^ ha.l full power over 

I caVeiiot for men-then you may put upon t^^^^^^^^^^ „f j,, constitutional 

any man who can stand upon i honorably, and Constitution forbid the prohihiiion of 

voie for him; 1 will maintain hini; I w 11 canvass ^^y gj!';^;' i\, t^e Terri 
State in his behalf; I^'" »P/"1^" 

breath in his cause, wherever, "''^f .^nd howeve^^^^ Legislature could not do more than Consres< 

„,;,y be asked t'y h>3 friends. That far, sir I am^^^^ s ,,,.3 j^gi^i„„ than a vv.ii 

to go; but 1 have no stomach for a fight in which lam ocoum^^^^^ Uepul)licans, and the Chief-Justice 

havemyohoice hetw^en a man who den^s me all n^^^^ T> ^.^^^ Presi.leiit of the 

ristl.ts openly and fairly and a man who a'im ts my rights '^^^"^^"g The Senator from Illinois got over his bar- 

but intends to fllch them. I have no choice there. " ,n>.y saying that he did not agree to abide by the 

1JEN-J.VMIS ON DOUGLAS. decision in the Dred Scott case; but when the case was 

After Mr. Douglas's famous speecliof May 15th ™d up fr^^^^^^^^^^^ ti. _Su,.^^^^^ 

and Itith, on these resolutions, Mr. Benjainm ^"'J announced in the canv-iss of 1853, when pressed by 

addressed the Senate again, speaking of Mr. jj^. ^i^eoln for a seat in the Senate. To save himself 
aaareh.-,tu I o > r o from defeat, he introduced his theory as to the p.wer ..f 

Douglas as tollows. t,„„„„w tl, . i)f<onIe in the Territories. [Mr. Benjamin then read 

Mr? Benjamin said, when we inet»'ere jn December the J^,^^ ^ -^^ 

of the General Government to Slavery in the States and 
Territories. The large number and variety of these re- 
solutions, required tliat those who professed to belonging 
to the same party should meet, in order to harmonize 
and act in concert. A meeting of Detnocratic Senators 
was therefore held to accomplish this purpose. Ihe 

Senator from Illinois, in a speech occupying two days, 

had presented the extraordinary spectacle of advocatmg 

hi- own claims to the Presidency, and denouncing those 

who had dared to express their views on subjects before 

tlie Senate. The Senator from Illinois assumed that he 

was the embodiment of the Democratic party, and t h.it 

all who opposed him were rebels. He arraigned other 

Senators, and charged them ami the represeiitiitives of 

seventeen States at Charleston as being on the high road 

It disunion. After having thus assailed everybody, he 



told us here that he would abide the decision of the Court, 
but at hDiiie he turns his back on his promise, repuiliatea 
his words, and tells his people that he has so arranged le 
Kan-as lAll that in spite of the decision the people of the 
Terrnories can keep slaves out. To be twice dece.yeU 
l.v the same man would be to make them dupes and fooH. 
tWen Mr. Lincoln was shocked at his prolligacy. an. 
charced liim with bad faith. The election came off, anU 
though Mr. Douglas was successful by the arraiigen enl 
of the Legislative Districts, Mr. Lincoln beat W"" 4,0 -n 
0 e poimSar vote. [Mr. Benjamin next read from Mr. 
Dough^N llarper'.Alagazine article, to s'-o'V that he md 
absolutely copied Mr. Lincoln's arguments of 185S, m 
claimed them as discoveries of his own. .Mr. Btiija 
min warned Mr. Douglas that the tendencies of Ins d^^^^ 
t^-Jiii^iiiom -Xfter having thm. assailed -ei^tKidy he ; trin., -re drive .dm ^-k. step by s|.p. m ^^^^ 

■ ~:rquo.'..J t..e .anguage of the Uepuhlicvn party. 
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On the 24th May, the vote was taken on the 
first of Mr. Davis's series of resolutions, which 
was adopted, 36 to 19, the yeas being all De- 
mocrats, except Messrs. Crittenden, of Ky., and 
Kennedy, of Md., Americans. The nays were 
all Republicans. The second resolution was 
then read, when Mr. Harlan (Rep., of Iowa) 
offered to add the following as an amendment : 

But the free discussion of the morality and expediency 
of Slavery should never be interfered witli by the laws of 
any Stiite, or of the United Slates ; and the freedom of 
speech and of the press, on tliis arid every other subject 
of domestic and national policy, should be maintained in- 
violate to all tlie States, 

This amendment was rejected, 20 to 36, as fol- 
lows : 

Yeas. — Messrs. Bingham, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 
Dixon, Doolitile, Fessenden, Foot, Foster, Grimes, Hale, 
Hamlin, Harlan, Kins, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eycli, 
Trumlmll, Wade, and Wilson — 20. 

Navs.— Messrs. Benj'imin, Bigler, Binijb't Bripht, Brown, 
Chesnut, Clay,Clingman, Crittenden, Davis, Fitzpatrick, 
Green, Gvvin, Hammond, Hempliill, Hunter, Iverson, 
Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, 
Lane. Latham, Maliory, Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, I'ulk, 
Powell, Pujih, llice, Sebastian, Slidcll, Xhomson, Xuoubs, 
Wigfall, and Yulee-36. 

Yeas all Republicans ; nays all Democrats, ex- 
cept Crittenden and Kennedy, Americans. 

The second resolution was then adopted, 36 to 
20, the vote being exactly the reverse of tliaton 
Mr. Harlan's amendment. 

The third resolution of the series was adopted, 
S6 to 13, as follows: 

Ykas. — Messrs. BenjamiH, Bigler, Bragg, Bright, Brown, 
Chesnut, C!:iy, Clitignian, Crittenden, Davis, Fitzpatrick, 
Green, Gwii;, Haimuond, Hemphill, Hunter, Iverson, 
Johnson of Arkansas, Johnson of Tennessee, Kennedy, 
Lane, Latham, Maliory, Mason, Nicholson, Pearce, Polk, 
Powell, Pugh, Uice, Sebastian, SUdull, Thomson, Xocmbs, 
Wigfall, and Yulee— S6. 



Nays.— Messrs. Bingham, Chandler, Clark, Collamer, 
Dixon, Doolittle, Fessenden, Foot, Poster, Hale, Hamlin, 
Harlan, Simmons, Sumner, Ten Eyca., Trumbull, Wade, 
and Wilson— 18. 

Yeas all Democrats, except Crittenden and 
Kennedy ; nays all Republicans. 

The fourth resolution was adopted, 35 to 21, 
the negatives being till Republicans, except Mr. 
Pugh, Dem., of Ohio. 

Mr. Clingnian offered an amendment, in the 

form of the follov/ing resolution, to follow the 

1th of Mr. Davis's series : 

Ji&iolved, That the exi ting condition of the Territories 
of the United Stale.< does not require the intervention of 
Congress for tiieproteciion vf property in slaves. 

The amendihent was debated at considerable 
length ; but, withotit taking the question, the 
Senate adjourned. 

On the following day, the amendment was 
adopted, 26 to 23, as follow.* : 

Yeas.— Messr.". Bigler, Bingham, Bragg, Chandler, 
Clark, Clingman, Collamer, Crittenden, Dixon, Doolittle, 
Foot, Grimes, Hale, Hamlin, Harlm, Johnson of Tennes- 
see, Kennedy, Latham, Polk, Pugh, Simmons, Ten Eyck, 
Toombs, Trumbull, Wade, and Wilson— 26. 

Nays— Me.'srs. Benjamin, Bright, Biown, Chesnut, 
Clay, Davis, Fitzpatrick, Green, Hammond, Hunter, Iver- 
son, Lane, -Maliory. Mason, Nrcliolsou, Pearce, Powell, 
Rice, Saulabury, Sebastian, SHdell, Wigfall, and Yulee— 
23. 

Yeas all Republicans, except Messrs. Bigleri 
Bragg, Clingman, Crittenden, Johnson (Tenn.), 
Kennedy, Latham, Polk, Pugh, and Toombs; 
Navs all Democrats. 

Tlie fifth resolution of the series was then 
adopted, 35 to 2, Hamlin and TruuibuH. *he 
Yeas being all Democrals, except Crittendi;: '. 
Kennedy. The seventh and last of the series 
was then adopted, 36 to 6, Mr. TenEyck, Rep., 
of New Jersey, voting Yea 



JUDGE BATES'S PLATFORM. 

IMPORTANT CORRESPOXDENCE. 



BETTER FROM JCDGK BATES ON THE POLITICAL QIESTIOKS OF THE DAY. 



Sr. LoDis, March, 1S60. 
The Hox. Edward Batbs— jSkV ; As you may have 
learned from the public prints, the Republicans of Missouri 
met In Convention, in thia city, on Saturday, the IPtli in- 
«tant, to make a decl.aration of their principles, elect dele- 
gates to the National Kepublican Convention, and com- 
plete a State organization. All of this the Convention ex- 
ecuted, hi a manner wholly satisfactory to lis members. 
It also commended you, by resolution, to the National Ke- 
publican party, as one well worthy to be the standard- 
bearer of that parly in the coming Presidential election. 
This fact the undersigned have pride and pleasure In com- 
municating to you, knowing that throughout your life you 
have carried out, as far as a private citizen might, the 
lentlments contained in the resolutions adopted on Satur- 
day, and a copy of which we inclose. But as you liave 
voluntarily remained in private life for many years, your 
political opinions are consequently not so well understood 
by the Itepubllcan party at large as by the Kepublicans 
of MLssourL 

Inasmuch as the delegation from this State fo the Chi- 
cago Convention intend to present your name to that body 
as a candidate for the Presidency, we, in common with 
many other Kepublicans of Slissouri, desire to procure 
from you an exposition of your views on the engrossing 
political questions of the time. We hope that notwith- 
itandlng your well-knottn reluctance to appear betore the 
public ill the light of a Presidential aspirant, you will not 



refuse to answer the following interrogatories, which, in 
our judgment, involve all the issues pending between the 
two political partic3 of the country. 

1st. Are you opposed to the extension of Slavery? 

'M. Docs ihe I'liiistituiion of the United States carry Slavery 
Into thn Tiirritories, and, as subsidiary to Oiis, what Is the 
legal eQi'tt of the decision of the Supreme Court in the Dred 
Sccui cast! ? 

3d. Are you in favor of the colonization of the free colored 
poimlatiou in CVutml Amcrical' 

4ih. lloyou r<?co{;iiize any inequality of rights among citi- 
zens of till! L'liited States, and do you hold that it is the duty 
of the KciU'ral Covcrmnent to protect American citizens at 
home and aliroad in the enjoyment of all theU* constitutional 
and legal riph:s, privileges, and immunities? 

5;h. Are you in Civor of the construction of a railroad from 
the Valli-y cif ih« .Mississippi to the I'aciflc Ocean, under th« 
auspices of the (iciieral Uovernmenl? 

(jih. Are you in favor of the measure known as the Home- 
stc-i.l bill? 

7th. Arc you In fnvor of thi> immediate admlislon of Kansas, 
under the Coissiiiution adopted at Wyandot? 



Peter I>. Fov, 
Hemiv T. Blow, 
F. A. Dick, 
Rtkpiies H(iyt, 
g. w. f'siiback, 



Yours, respect&illy, etc.. 



CiiAS L. Bernay.s, 

J.SO. )I. KlClIAKDSOX, 

0. D. Fii-ley, 
Wm. McKKt;, 

BAKT0.S' ABLIS, 
B. SiTION. 
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RESPONSE OF JUDGE BATES: 

St. Locis, March IT, 1S60 
To Atessrs. 1'. Foy, Rditor of The Mimmn Uemm-nU ; Dr. 
Beks AYS, Kditor ol ihe Anz»ijer ; unci otlu'r gomli'mini : 

Sins: B. Gr.itz Brown, Esq., as President of the Mis- 
souri State Convention, wliich sat in St. Louis on tlie 
tenth of tliis month, has ollicially made known to me tlie 
proceedings of that bod.v, and by them 1 am enabled to 
know some of you as Delegates to the Chicago Conven- 
tion, representing the llepublican party of Missouri. 

I have received your letter propounding to me certain 
questions (seven in number) which you suppose will 
cover most, if not all, tlie ounds of controveisy, in the 
approaching Presidential election. 

With pleasure I will answer your questions. But be- 
fore doing so, allow me to glance at the peculiar circum- 
stances in which I am placed, and the strangeness of the 
fact that I, a mere private man, am called upon to 
make avowals and explanations, with any view to take 
me from the shades of private life and place nvi at the 
head of the nation, I came to this frontier in my youth, 
and settled in St. Louis when it was a village. All niy 
manhood has been spent in Missouri, and during all that 
time I have followed a profession which left my charac- 
ter and conduct open to the observation of society. And 
while it has been my constant habit freely to express my 
Opinion of public measures and public men, the people 
of Missouri, of all parties, will bear me witness that I 
have never obtrusively thrust myself forward in pui-suit 
of otlicial honors. I have held no political office, and 
sought none, for more than twenty-flve years. 

Under these circumstances, I confess the gratification 
which I feel in receiving the recent manifestations of the 
respect and confidence of my fellow-citizens. Pirst, the 
Opposition members of tlie Missouri Legislature declared 
their preference for me as a candidate ; then followed 
my nomiiiation by a Convention composed of all the ele- 
ments of the Opposition in this State; and, now, the Ke- 
publioans of .Missouri, in their separate Convention, just 
held in St. Louis, have reaffirmed the nomination, and 
proposed, by their delegates, to present me to the Na- 
tional Convention, soon to be held at Chicago, as a can- 
didate for the fiist office in the nation. These various 
demonstrationei in my own State are doubly gratifying to 
me, because thoj- RlTord the strongest proof that my 
name has been put forward only in a spirit of harmony 
and peace, and with the hope of preventing all division 
and contrnvei-sy amon-g those who, for their own safety 
and the public good, ought to be united in the r action. 

For all this I am deeply grateful, and, as far as con- 
cerns me personally, I must declare in siiuple truth, 
that if the movemtnt go no further and produce no 
national results, still I am paid and overpaid for a life 
of labor, and for whatever of zealous elVoit and patient 
watching I have been able to bestow in support of a 
line of governmental policy which I believe to be for the 
present and permanent good of the country. 

And now, gentlemen, I proceed to answer your ques- 
tions, briefly indeed, but fully, plainly, and with all pos- 
sible frankness. And I do this the more willingly be- 
cause 1 have received from individuals many letters 
(too many to be separately answered), and have seen 
in many public journals articles making urgent calls 
upon me for such a statement of views, 
I. Slavery— Its extension in the Territories. 
On this subject, in the States and in the Territories, 
I have no new opinions — no opinions formed in rel;\- 
sion to the present array of parties. I am coeval witli 
the Missouri question of 1S19-20, having begun my 
political life in the midst of that struggle. At that 
time my position required me to seek all the means of 
knowledge within my reach, and to study the principles 
involved with all the powers of my m nd ; and I ar- 
rived at conclusions then which no subsequent events 
have induced me to change. The existence of negro 
Slavery in our country had its beginning in the early 
time of the Colonies, and was imposed by the mother 
country agaicst the wilt of most of the colonists. At 
the time of the Uevolution, and long after, it was com- 
monly regarded as an evil, temporary in its nature, 
and likely to disappear in the course of time, yet, while 
It continued, a misfortune to the country, soeiuily and 
politically. 

Thus was 1 taught, by those who made our Govern- 
ment, and neither the new light of modern civilization, 
nor the discovery of a new system of constitutional law 
and eocial philosophy, has enabled me to detect the 
«rror of their teaching. 

Slavery Is " a social relation "—a domestic institu- 
tion. Within the States, it exists by the local law, and 
the Federal (jovernment has no control over it there. 



j The Territories, whether acquired by conquest or 
peaceable purchase, are subject and subordinate ; not 
I sovereign hke the States. The nation is supreme over 
■them, and the National Government has powerto per- 
nut or foibid Slavery, within them. Kiitertaining these 
views, 1 am opposed to the extension of Slavery, and in 
my opinion, tlie spirit and policy of the Uoveinmtut 
ought to be against its e.vtension. 

2. l)0;'s the C'onstitulUm carry Hlivery into ihn Ti-rriloriesi 
I answer no. The Constitution of the United States 

does not carry Slavery into the Territoiics. With much 
more show of reason may it be said that it cariies Sla- 
very into all the S ates. But it does not carry Slavery 
anywhere. It only acts upon it, where itlinds it estab- 
lished by the local law. 

In ciiunectiou with this point, I am asked to state 
my views of the Dred Scott case, and what was really 
determined by the Supreme (Jourt in that case. It is 
m.v ojtinion, ca'efully considered, that the Court deter- 
min'od one single point of law only, that is, that Scott, 
the plaintiir. being a negro of African descent (not neces- 
sarily a slave), could not be a citizen of Missouri, and 
therefore could not .sue in the Federal Court ; and that 
forths reason, and this alone, the Circuit Court had 
no jurisiliction of the cause, and no power to give 
judgment between the parties. The only jurisdiction 
wliicli the Supr(!iiie Court had of the cause was for the 
pur])ose of correcting the error of the Circuit Court, 
in assuming the power to decide upon the merits of the 
case. This power the Supreme Court did exercise, by 
setting aside the judgment of the Circuit Court upon 
the merit.*, and by dismissing tlie suit, witliout any judg- 
ment for or again.'t either party. This is all that the 
Supreme Court did, and all that it hutl latvful power 
to do. 

I consider it a great public misfortune that several of 
the learned judges should have thought that their duty 
required them to discuss and give opuiions upon various 
questions outside of the case, as the case was actuiUly 
(li.<posed of by tlie court. All such opinions are extra 
judicial and of no authority. But beside this, it appeal's 
to me that several of the questions so discussed by tlii> 
judges are political questions, and therefore ' beyond the 
cognizance of the judiciary, and i)roper only, to be consi- 
di;red and disposed of l)y the political dejiartments. If I 
am right in this, and it seems to me j)lain, the precedent 
is most unfortunate, because it may lead to a dangerous 
conllict of authority among the coiirdinate branches of 
the Government. 

3. As to the colonization of the froe blacks. 

For many years I have been connected with llic Ameri- 
can Colonization Society, of which the rising young State 
of Liberia is the first fruit, I conshler the olyect both 
humane and wise, beneficent alike to tlie free blacks who 
emigrate, and to the whites whom they leave behind, liut 
Africa is distant, and presents so many obstacles to rapid 
settlement, that we cannot indulge the hope of draining 
oir in that direction the growing numbers of our free blaclt 
population. The tropical regions of America, I think, 
oiler a far better prospect both for us and for tliem. 

4. As to any hieijiuiUty of rights among American ciiizens- 
I recognize no distinctions among American citizens buJ 

such as are expressly laid down in the Constitution, Ant 
1 hold that our Government is bound to protect all the 
citizens in the enjoyment of all their rights, everywhere 
and against all assailants. And as to all these rights, 
there is no dilference between citizens born and citizen* 
made such by law. 

5. Am I in favor of the constrnclion of a railrnad from Iho 
Valley of the Mississippi to die Pacllic Ocean, undor the nus 
pices of the (Jeiieral UovernmenlV 

Yes, strongly, I not only believe such a road of vast 
irajiortance as the means of increasing the population, 
wealth and power of this great valley, but necessary as 
the means of national defence, and of prescrvmg the 
integrity of the Union. 

6. Ami hi favor of the measure called the Homestead bill? 
Yes ; I am for guarding the public lands, as well as 

possible, from the danger of becoming the subject of com- 
mon traile and speculation— for keeping them for the 
actual use of the people— and for granting tracts^ of 
suitable size to those y>Uc will actually inhabit and im- 
prove them. 

7. Am I In favor of tho Immodlale admission of Kansas 
under the Wyandot Consittudon? 

I think that Kansas ought to be admitted without 
delay, leaving her, like all the other States, the sole judgn 
of her own Constitution. 

Thus, gentlemen, I believe I have answered all yo'ii 
Inquiries in a plain, intelligible manner, and, I hone, » 
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your satUifiiction, T have not attempted to support my 
answers by argument, for that could not be done in a 
short letter; and, restraining myself from going into 
general politics, 1 have conilned my remarks to the 
particular subjects upon which you requested me to 
write. Your obliged fellow-citizen, 

Edwauo Bates. 



JUDGE BATES'S LETTER 

IN SUPPORT OP LINCOLW, 

St. Lodis, June 11, 1860. 
0. H. Beiowni.ng, Ksq., Quincy, 111. 

UkarSik: When I received your letter of May22d, I 
had no thought that the answer would be so long de- 
layed ; but, waiving all excuses, I proceed to answer 
It now. 

Under the circumstances of the case it ought not to 
have been douMed that I would give Mr. Lincoln's nom- 
ination a cordial and hearty support. But in declaring 
my intention to do so, it is due to myself to Etate some of 
the facts and reasons which have a controlling influence 
over my mind, and which I think ought to be persua- 
sive arguments with some other men, whose political 
opinions and antecedents are, in some important parti- 
culars, like my own. 

There was no good ground for supposing that I felt 
any pique or dissatiiifaction because the Cliicago Con- 
vention failed to nominate me. I had no such feeling. 
On party grounds, I had no right to expect the nomina- 
tion, I had no claims upon the Republicans as a party, 
for I have never been a member of any party, so as to 
be bound by its dogmas, and subject to its discipline, ex- 
cept only the Whig party, which is now broken up, and 
its materials, for the most part, absorbed in other organi- 
zations. And thus I am left, alone and powerless, in- 
deed, but jjerfectly free to follow the dictates of my own 
judgment, and to take such part in current politics as 
my own sense of duty and patriotism may require. 
Many Uepublicans, and among them, I think, some of 
the most moderate and patriotic of that party, honored 
me with their confidence and desired to make me their 
candidate. For this favor I was indebted to the fact that 
between them and me there was a coincidence of opin- 
ion upon certain impouant questions of government. 
They and I agreed in believing that the National Govern- 
ment has sovereign power over the Territories, and that 
H would be impolitic and unwise to use that power for 
tlie propagation of negro Slavery by planting it in Free 
Territory. Some of them believed also that my nomina- 
tion, while it would tel.' 'm soften the tone of the Kepub- 
lican party, without any abandonment of its principles, 
might tend also to generalize its character and attract 
the friendship and support of many, especially in the 
border States, who, like me, had never been members of 
their party, but concurred with them in opinion about 
the governmentof the Territories. These are the grounds, 
and I think the only grounds, upon which I was sup- 
ported at all at Chicago. 

As to the platform put forth by the Cliicago Conven- 
tion, I have little to say, because, whether good or bad, 
that will not constitute the ground of my support of Mr. 
Lincoln. I have no great respect for party platrurins in 
general. They are commonly made In times of high ex- 
citement, under a pressure of circumstances, and with the 
view to conciliate present support, rather than to esta- 
blish a permanent system of principles and line of 
policy for the future good government of country. 
The Conventions which form them are transient in 
their nature ; their power and Influence are consumed in 
the using, leaving no continuing obligation upon their re- 
spective parties. And hence we need not wonder that 
platforms so made are hardly ever acted upon in prac- 
tice. I shall not discuss their relative merits, but con- 
tent myself with saying that this Republican platform, 
though in several particulars it does not conform to my 
views, is still far better than any published creed, pastor 
present, of the Democrats. And as to the new party, it 
has not chosen to promulgate any platform at all, except 
two or three broail generalities which are common tu the 
professions of faith of all parties in the country. No 
party, indeed, dare ask the confidence of the nation, 
while openly denying the obligation to support the Union 
and the Constitution and to enforce the laws. That is a 
common duty, binding upon every citizen, and the failure 
to perform it is a crime. 

To me it is plain that the approaching contest must be 
between tiie Democratic and the Republican parties ; and, 
between them, I prefer the latter. 

The Democratic party, by the long posses.<iion and 
abui-e (if power, has grown wanton and reckless ; has 



corrupted itself and perverted the principles of the 
vernment ; has set itself openly against, the great home 
interests of the people, by neglecting to protect theii 
industry, and by refusing to improve and keep in order 
the highways and depots of commerce; and even now i» 
urging a measure in Congress to alMiicate the constitu- 
tional power and duty to regulate commerce among the 
States, and to grant to the States the discreiiunary 
power to levy tonnage duties upon all our commerce, 
under the pretense of improving harbors, rivers, and 
lakfls ; has changed the status of the negro slave by mak- 
ing him no longer mere property, but a polilician, an 
antagonist power in the State, a power to which all other 
powers are required to yield, under penalty of a dissolu- 
tion of the Union ; lias directed its energies to the grati- 
fication of its lusts of foreign domain, as manirested in its 
persistent efforts to seize upon tropical regions, not lie- 
cause those countries and their incongruous people are 
necessary, or even desirable, to be incorporated into rur 
nation, but for the mere purpose of making Slave States, 
in order to advance the political power of the party ip 
the Senate and in the choice of the President, so a.s 
effectually to transfer the chief powers of the Governn:ent 
from the many to the few ; has in various instances 
endangered the equality of the coordinate branches of the 
Government, by urgent efforts to enlarge the powers of 
the Executive at the expense of the Legislative depart- 
ment; has attempted to discredit and degrade the Judi- 
ciary, by affecting to make it, at first, the arbiter of 
party quarrels, to become soon and inevitably tiie pas- 
sive registrar of a party decree. 

In most, if not all these particulars, I understand the 
Republican parly (judging it by its acts and by the 
known opinions of many of its leading men) to be the 
exact opposite of the Democratic party ; and that is the 
ground of my preference of the one party over the other. 
And that alone would be a sufficient reason, if I had no 
other good reafons, for supporting Mr. Lincoln against 
any man who may be put forward by the Democratic 
party, as the exponent of its principles and tlie agent to 
work out, in practice, its dangerous policies. 

The third party, which, by its formation, has destroyed 
the organization of the American and Whig parties, has 
nominated two most excellent men. I know them well, 
as sound statesmen and true patriots. More than thirty 
years ago I served with them both in Congress, and from 
that time to this I have always held them in respect and 
honor. But what can the third party do toward the eiet 
tion of even such worthy men as these against the two 
great parties which are now in actual contest for the 
power to rule the nation ? It is made up entirely of por- 
tions of the disintegrated elements of the late Whig and 
American parties — good materials, in the main, I admit, 
but quite too weak to elect any man or establish an) 
principle. The must it can do is. here and there in par 
ticular localities, to make a diversion in favor of the 
Democrats. In IbOG, the Whig and American parlies 
(not forming a new party, but united as allies), with en- 
tire unanimity and some zeal, supported Mr. Fillmore for 
the Presidency, and with what results? We made a 
miserable failure, carrying no State but gallant little 
Maryland. And, surely, the united Whigs and Ameri- 
cans of that day had a far greater show of strength and 
far better prospects of success than any which behnig to 
the Constitutional Union party now. In fact, I see no 
possiblity of success for the third party, except in one 
, contingency— the Destruction of the Democratic party. 
That is a contigency not likely to happen this year, for, 
badly as I think of many of the acts and policies of that 
party, its cup is not yet full— the day has not yet come 
when it must dissolve in its own corruptions. But the 
day is coming, and is not far off. The party has made 
itself entirely sectional ; it has concentrated its very be- 
ing into one single idea ; negro Slavery has control of all 
its faculties, and it can see and hear nothing else — " one 
stern, tyrannic thought, that makes all other thoughts 
ita slaves !" 

But the Democratic party still lives, and while It Uvea, It 
and the_ Republican party are the only real antagonistic 
powers in the nation, and for the present, I must cbooee 
between them. I choose the latter, as wiser, purer, 
younger and less corrupted by time and self-indulgence. 

The candidates nominated at Chicago are both men who, 
as individuab and politicians, rank with the foremost of 
the country. I have heard no objection to Mr. Hamlin 
personally, but only to his geographical position, which ia 
thought to be too far North and East to allow his personal 
good qualities to exercise their proper influence over the 
nation at large. But the nomination for the Presidency is 
the great controlling act. Mr. Lincoln, his character, 
talents, opinions and hUtory will be criticised by thou* 
sands, while the candidate for the Vice-Presidency will be 
passed over in comparative silence. 
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Mr. Lincoln's nomination iook tlio public by surprise, 
because, until just before the event, it was unexpected. 
But really it ought not to have excited any surprise, for 
such unforeseen uominations are common in our political 
liistory. Polk and Pierce, by the Democrats, and Harri- 
son and Taylor, by the Whigs, were all nominated In this 
extemporaneous manner — all of them were elected. 1 
have known Mr. Lincoln for more than twenty years, and 
therefore have a rif;lit to speak of him with some confi- 
dence. As an individual, he has earned a high rei)utation 
for truth, courage, candor, morals, and amiability ; so that, 
as a man, he is most trustworthy. And in this particular, 
he is more entitled to our esteem than some other men, his 
equals, who had far better oi)portunities and aids in early 
Ufe. His talents, and the will to use them to the best ad- 
vantage, are unquestionable ; and the proof is found in the 
fact that, in every position in life, from his humble begin- 
ning to his present well-earned elevation, he has more than 
fulfilled the best hopes of his friends. And now, in the full 
vigor of his manhood, and in the honest pride of having 
made himself what he is, he is the peer of the first man of 
the natiirfl, well able to sustain himself and advance his 
cause, against any adversary, and in any field, where mind 
and knowledge are the weapons used. 

In politics he has but acted out the principle of his 
own moral and intellectual character. lie has not con- 
cealed his thoughts nor hidden his light under a bushel. 
With the boldness of conscious rectitude and the frank- 
ness of downright honesty, he has not failed to avow his 
opinions of public alTiiirs upon all fitting occasions. 

This I know may subject him to the carping censure 
of that class of politicians who mistake cunning for wis- 
dom and falsehood for ingenuity ; but such men as Lin- 
coln must act in keeping with their own characters, and 
hope for success only by advancing the truth prudently 
and maintaining it bravely. All his old political ante- 
cedents are, in niy judgment, exactly right, being square 
up to the old Whig standard. And as to his views about 
" the pestilent negro question," I am not aware that he 
has gone one step beyond the doctrines publicly and 
habitually avowed by the great lights of the Whig party. 
Clay, Webster, and their fellows, and indeed sustained 
and carried out by the Democrats themselves, in their 
wiser and better days. 

The following, I suppose, are in brief his opinions up- 
on that subject : 1. Slaveiy is a domestic institution 
within the States which choose to have it, and it exists 
within those States beyond the control of Congress. 
2, Congress has supreme legislative power over all the 
Territories, and may, at its discretion, allow or forbid the 
existence of Slavery within them. 8. Congress, in wis- 
dom and sound policy, ought not so to exercise its power, 
diiectly or indirectly, as to plant and establish Slavery 
In any Territory theretofore free. 4. And that it is unwise 
and impolitic in the Government of the United States, to 
acquire tropical regions for the mere purpose of convert- 
ing them into Slave States. 

These, I believe, are Mr. Lincoln's opinions upon the 
matter of Slavery in the Territories, and I concur in 
them. They are no new inventions, made to suit the ex- 
igencies of the hour, but have come down to us, as the 
Declaration of Independence and the Constitution have, 
sanctioned by the venerable autliority of the wise and 
good men who established our institutions. They are 
conformable to law, principle and wise policy, and their 
utility is proven In practice by the as yet unbroken cur- 
rent of our political history. They will prevail, not only 
because they are right in themselves, but also because a 
great and still growing majority of the people believe 
them to be right; and the sooner they are allowed to 
prevail in peace and harmony, the better for all con- 
cerned, as well those who are against them as those who 
are for them. 

I am aware thatsmalll partisans, In their little warfare 
against opposing leaders, do sometimes assail them by 
the trick of tearing from their contexts some particular 
objectionable phrases, penned, perhaps. In the hurry of 
composition, or spoken In the heat of oral debate, and 



holding them up to the public as the leading doctrines 
of the person assailed, and drawing from them their own 
uncharitable inferences. That line of attack betrays a 
little mind conscious of its weakness, for the fal.^ity of its 
logic is not more apparent than the injustice of its de- 
sifina. No public man can stand that ordeal, and, how- 
ever willing men may be to see it applied to (lioir adver- 
saiies, all Hindi from the torture when applied to them- 
selves. In fact, the man who never said a fooliNli thing, 
will hardly be able to prove that he ever said niiiny wite 
ones. 

I consider Mr. Lincoln a sound, safo, nalir.nal iw.xn. He 
could not be sectional if he tried. His birth, fdiiculicn, 
the habits of his life, and his geogriiiihieal poritii'i!, coin- 
pel him to be national. All his feelings and iiHeri.'st are 
identified witli the great valley of tlie_ >l;»!-is.>:ii!]ii, iw.it 
whose centre he has spent his whole life. The valley is 
not a section, but, consi)icuously, the bo<iy of the nation, 
and, large as it is, it is not capable of being (livi(!ed Into 
sections, for the great river cannot be divided. U is one 
and indivisible, and the North and the South are alike 
nec( ssary to Its comfort and prosperity. Ite peoi)le, too, 
in nil their interests and aflections, iire as brojid and 
general as the regions they inhabit. They are emigrants, 
u mixed multitude, coming from every State in the Union, 
and from most countries in Europe ; they are unwilling, 
therefore, to submit to any one petty local standiird. 
They love the nation as a whole, and they love all its 
parts, for they are bound to them all, not only by a feel- 
ing of common Interest and mutual dependence, but also 
by the recollections of childhood and youth, by blood iind 
friendship, and by all those social and domestic charities 
which sweeten life, and make this world worth living in. 
The valley is beginning to feel its power, and will soon be 
strong enough to dictate the law of the land. Whenever 
that state of things shall come to pass, it will be most 
fortunate for the nation to find the powers of Government 
lodged in the hands of men whose habits of thought, 
whose position and surrounding circumstances, constrain 
them to use those powers for general and not sectional 
ends. 

I give my opinion freely in favor of Mr. Lincoln, and I 
hope that for the good of the whole country, he may he 
elected. But It is not my intention to take any active 
part in the canvass. For many years past, I have had 
little to do with public aOTairs, and have aspired to no 
political ofiiee ; and now, in view of the mad excitement 
which convulses the country, and the general disruption 
and disorder of parties and the elements v> hich compose 
them, I am more than ever assured that for me, person- 
ally, there is no political future, and I accept the condi- 
tion with cheerful satisfaction. Still, I cannot discharge 
myself from the life-long duty to watch the conduct of 
men In power, and to resist, so far as a more private man 
may, the fearful progress of oflicial corruption, which for 
several years past has sadly marred and defiled ihe fair 
fabric of our Government. 

If Mr. Lincoln ehould be elected, coming in as a new 
man at the head of a young party never before in power, 
he may render a great service to his country, which no 
Democrat could render. He can march straight forward 
In the discharge of his high duties, guided only by his own 
good judgment and honest purposes, without any necessity 
to temporize with established abuses, to wink at the delin- 
quencies of old party friends, or to unlearn and discard 
the bad official habits that have grown up under the mis- 
government of Ills Democratic predecessor.s. In short, he 
can be an honest and bold reformer on easier and cheaper 
terms than any Democratic President can be— for. In pro- 
ceeding in the good work of cleansing and purifying the 
administrative departments, he will have no occasion to 
expose the vices, assail the interests, or thwart the ambi- 
tion of his political friends. 

Begging your pardon for the length of this letter, I 
remain, with great respect, your friend and obedient 
servant, 

Edwabd Bates. 
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THE MONKOE DOCTRINE. 



So much has been wildly said of what is 
termed the *' Monroe Doctrine," in regard to the 
influence of European Powers on this continent, 
that we publish exactly what President Monroe 
said on the subject. VVe copy from the St;venth 
Annual Message of Mr, Monroe, dated December 
2, 182a : 

«' It was stu n?^, at the commencement of the last session, 
that a great elBVt was then makuig in Spuin and Portugiil 
to improve the uomlitlon of the people of those countriesi, 
and tliat it appeared to be conducted witli extraordinary 
moderation. It need scarcely be remarlced that tlie re- 
sult lias been, so fur, very different from what was tlien 
anticipated. Of events in tliat quarter of the glol)e, willi 
which wu liav'-' so nmcli intercourse, and from wliich we 
derive our origin, we Iiave aiways been anxious and in- 
terested spectutors. Tlie citizens of tlie United States 
cherisli sentiments the most friendly in favor of theliberty 
and happitiess of tlieir fellow-men on tliat side of the 
Atlantiu. In tlie wars of the European powers, in matters 
relating to themselves, we have never taken any part, 
nor does it compurt with our policy so to do. It is only 
when our rights are invaded or seriously menaced, that 
we resent Injuries or make preparation for our defense. 
With the iiioveiuents in tiiis hemisphere we are of neces- 
sity more iniinediately connected, and by causes which 
must be obvious to all enliglitened and impartial obser- 
vers. The political system of the allied powers is essen- 
tially differeiit In this respect from that of America. 
Tills dilToreiice proceeds from that which exists in their 
respective gdvernmeuls. And to the defense of our own, 
which has been achieved by the loss of so much blood and 
treasure, ami matured by the wisdom of their most 
enlightened citizen?, and under which we have enjoyed 
unexanipleil felicity, tliis whole nation is devoted. We 
owe it, thei'ef'ire, to candor, and to theamicaljje relations 
existing lietween tlie United States and those powers to 
declare, that we should consider any attempt on their 
part to extend their system to any portion of lhi;i hemi- 
sphere as dangerous to our peace and safety. With tlie 
existing colonies or dependencies of any European power 
we have not iiiterfureil, and shall not interfere. But with 
the governments wlic have declared their independence, 



and maintained it, and whose independence we hr.ve, on 
greatconsideration, andon just principles, acknowledged, 
we could not view any interposition for the purpose of 
oppressing them, or controlling in any other mann-^r their 
destiny, by any European power, in any other light than 
as the manifestation of an unfriendly disposition toward 
the Uniteil States. In the war between tliese new govern- 
ments and tspain, we declared our neutrality at the time 
of their recognition, and to this we have adhered, and 
sliall continue to adhere, provided no change shall occur, 
which in tlie juiigment of the competent authorities of tlii9 
Government, shall make a corresponding cliange on the 
part of the Uniteil States indi.<pensable to their security. 

" The late events in Spain and Portugal show that Europe 
is still unsettled. Of tliis important fact no stronger proof 
can be adduced than that the allied powers should have 
thought it proper, on a principle satisfactory to them- 
selves, to have interposed by force in tlie internal concerns 
of Spain. To wliat extent such interposition may be car- 
ried, on the same principle, is a question to which all 
independent powers, wliose governments differ from 
theirs, are interested— even those most remote, and surely 
none more so than tlie United States. Oar policy in re- 
gard to Europe, which was adopted at an early stage of 
the wars which have so long agitated that quarter of the 
globe, nevertlieles.s remains the same, wliich is, not to 
interfere in thu internal concerns of any of its powers ; to 
consider the Government, de /ado, as the legitimate 
Government for us ; to cultivate friendly relations with it, 
and to preserve tliose relation* by a frank, firm, and 
manly policy ; meeting, in all instances, the just claims of 
every power, submitting to injuries from none. Hut in 
regard to tliese continents, circumstances are eminently 
and conspicuously different. It is impossible that the 
allied powers should extend their political ^ystem to any 
portion of eitlier continent witliout endangering our 
peace and liai)pine«s ; nor can any one believe tliat our 
southern brethren, if left to themselves, would adopt it of 
their own accord. It is equally impossible, therefore, 
that we should behold such ii)teri>osition, in any form, 
with indifference. If we look to the comnarative strength 
and resources of Spain and those new Governments, and 
their distance frimi eacli other, it must be obvious that 
she can never subdue them. It is still the true pulley of 
the United States to leave the parties to themselves, in 
the hope that otlier powers will pursue the Siime course." 



STATES AND STATESMEN ON THE SLAVERY QUESTION. 



WISCO.NSIN rOK FUEE SOIL. 

The following resolutions were adopted by 
the Wisconsin (Democratic) Legislature in 1848, 
with only three dissenting votes in the Senate 
and five in the House : 

Wlierean, Slavery Is an evil of the first magnitude, 
morally and politically, and whatever may be the 
consequences, it is our duty to prohibit its extension in 
all cases where such prohibition is allowed by the Con- 
Etitution : Therefore, 

Revolted, liy the Senate and Assembly of the State of 
Wisconsin, that the introduction of Slavery into this 
country is to be deeply deplored ; that its extension 
ought to be prohibited by every constitutional barrier 
within the power of Congress ; that in the admission of 
new territory into the Union, tliere ought to be an in- 
hibitory provision against its introduction, unless clearly 
and unequivocally admitted by the Constitution — inas- 
much as in all cases of doubtful construction, the Itights 
of Man and the cause of liiberty ought to prevail. 

Ilenolved, That our Senators in Congress be, and they 
are hereby, instructed, and our Itepresentatives are re- 
quested, to use their influence to insert into the organic 
act for the government of any new territory already 
acquired or liei eafter to be acquired, that is now free, an 
ordinance forcvnr prohibiting tlie introduction of 
Slavery or involuntary servitude into said territory ex- 



cept as a punislimcnt for crime, of which the party shall 
have been duly convicted according to law, 

Jleei'lved, That His Excellency the Governor is here- 
by requested immediately to forward a copy of the fore- 
going resolutions to each of our Senators and Uepresen- 
tativi-s, to be by them laid before Congress. 

THE DEMOCRACY OP MAINE FOR THE WIL.MOT 
PROVISO. 

Resolutions adopted by a Convention of the 
Democratic party of Maine, in June, 1849 : 

Jte^olved, That the institution of human Slavery is at 
variance with the theory of our government, abhorrent 
to the common sentiments of mankind, and fraught with 
danger to all who come within the sphere of Its influence, 
that the Federal Government possesses adequate power 
to inhibit its existence in the Territories of the Union; 
and that we enjoin upon our Senators and Itepresenta- 
tives in Congress to make every exertion and employ all 
their influence to procure the passage of a law forever 
excluding Slavery from the Territoiies of California and 
New-3Iexico. 

TELA WARE FOR FREE TERRITOUY. 

The following preamble and resolution wore 
'■■ adopted by the Legislature of Delaware iu 
18-i7 : 
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Whereas, A crisis has arrived in tlie public affairs of 
the Nation, whicli requires the free iinrt full expression of 
tlie people, througli their legal representatives; ami 
iV/iereas, The United States is at war with tlie Uepublic 
of Mexico, occasioned by the Annexation of Texas, witli 
a view to the adilition of Slave Territory to our country, 
and the extending of Slave power in our Union; and 
Whereas, la tlie opinion of the General Assembly, such 
acquisitions are liostile to the spirit of our Free Insti- 
luiion^, and contrary to sound morality ; therefore be it 

liesolved, By the Senate and House of Representatives 
(if tlie State of Delaware in General Assembly met. That 
mil- Senatiirs and Kepresentatives iu Congress are hereby 
r qiie.-ited to vole against the annexation of any Territory 
»■) Dur Union, whicii shall not thereafter be forever free 
fi om Slavery. 

MASSACaOSETTS AGAINST SLAVERT. 

The following resolution was passed by tlie 
Legislature of Massachusetts in 1847, in con- 
nection with others on the subject of the Mexi- 
can war. 

Eesoloed, Tliat our attention is directed anew to the 
wrcng and '•enormity " of Slavery, and to tlie tyranny 
and usurpation of the " Slave Power," as displayed in the 
history of our country, particularly in the annexation of 
Texas, and the present war with Mexico, and that we are 
impressed with the unalterable condition, that a regard 
for the fair fame of our country, for the principle of 
morals, and for that righteousness tliat exalteth a nation, 
sanctions and requires all constitutional efforts for the 
destruction of the unjust influence of the Slave power, 
and for tlie abolition of Slavery within the limits of ilie 
United States. 

I'lIE WUIGS OP MASSACHUSETTS AGAIXST 
StAVKRY. 

The Massachusetts State Convention, held at 
Springfield, in the latter part of the month of 
September, 1847, and at which Daniel Webster 
was nominated as a candidate for the Presi- 
dency, passed the following among other re- 
solutions : 

Resolved, That the war with Mexico— the predicted, If 
not tlie legitimate offspring, of the annexation of Texas — 
begun in a palpable violation of the Constitution, and 
the usurpation of the powers of Congress by the Presi- 
dent, and carried on in recliless indifference and di-regard 
of the blood and treasure of the Nation— can have no 
Object which can be effected l)y tlie acquisition of Mexi- 
can territory, under tlie circumstance of the country— 
unless under adequate securities fur tlie protection of 
human liberty— can have no other probable result tiian 
the ultimate advancement of the sectional supremacy of 
Uie Slave Power, 

After recommending "Peace with Mexico, 
without dismemberment," and " Xo addition of 
Mexican Territories to the American Union," 
the Convention 

Resolved, That if this course should be rejected and the 
war shall be prosecuted to the final subjection or dismem- 
berment of Mexico, liie Whigs of Massachusetts now de- 
clare, and put this declaration of purpose on record, that 
Massachusetts will never consent that Mexican Territory, 
however acquired, shall become a part of the American 
Union, unlefS on tlie unalterable condition that "there 
Bhall be neitlier Slavery nor Involuntary Servitude therein, 
otherwise than in the punishment of crime." 

Resolved, That in making this declaration of her pur- 
pose, Massachusetts announces no new principle of action 
in regard to her sister States, and mai<es no rievr applica- 
tion of principles already acknowledged. She merely 
states the great American principle embodied in our De- 
claration of Independence — the political equality of per- 
sons in tlie civil state ; the principles adopted in the legis- 
lation of the States under the Confederation, and some- 
times by the Constitution — in the admission of all the 
new States formed from the only Territory belonging to 
the Union at the adoption of the Constitution— it is, in 
short, the imperishable principle set forth iu the ever 
memorable Ordinance of 1787, wliich has for more than 
half a Century been the fundamental law of human 
liberty in the great valley of the Lakes, the Ohio, and 
the Mississippi, with wliat brilliant success, and with what 
unparalleled results, let the great and growing States of 
Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Micliigan, and Wisconsin, answer 
and declare. 



MR. WEBSTER AGAINST SLAVERY EXTENSION. 

Ill the United States Senate, in Aug., 1848, 
.Mr. \Vci)Ster, in speaking on the bill to organize 
ti\e Tovritory of Oregon with a clause prohibit- 
ing Slavery, said : 

The question now Is, whether It is not c .mpetent tc 
Congress, in the exercise of a fair and just discretion, to 
say that, considering that there have been five .slave- 
holding States (Louisiana, I'lorida, Arkansas, Missouri 
and Texas) added to the Union out of foreign acquis!, 
tions, and as yet only one Free State, whether, under this 
state of things, it is unreasonable and unjust in the 
slightest degree to limit their farther extensi V That ii 
the question. I see no injustice in it. As to the powei 
of Congress I have nothing to add to what I said tin 
other day. I have said that I shall consent to no £» 
iennioii of the area of Slavery on this Continent, not 
any inerense of Slave Representation in the otha 
House of Congress, 

MILLARD Fillmore's views. 

His Buffalo Letter of 1838. 

Buffalo, Oct. 17, 1838. 

Sin : Your communication of the 13tli inst., as chairman 
of the committee appointed by " The Anti-Slavery Society 
of the County of Erie," has .'ust come to hand. You solicit 
m.v answer to the following interrogatories : 

1st. Do you believe that petitions to Congress, on the 
subject of Slavery and the Slave-trade, ought to be re- 
ceived, read, and respectfully considered by the represen- 
tatives of the people? 

2d. Are you opposed to the annexation of Texas to this 
Union under any circumstances, so long as slaves are held 
therein? 

8d. .\re you in favor of Congress exercising all the 
power it possesses to abolish the Internal Slave-trade be- 
tween the States? 

4th. Are you In favor of Immediate legislation for the 
Abolition of Slavery in the District of Colmiildn ? 

A nticer. — I am much engaged, and have no time to 
enter into argument, or explain at length my reasons for 
n)y opinions. I shall therefore content myself, for the 
present, by answering all your Interrogatories in tiie affir- 
mative, and leave for some future occasion a more e.';- 
tendod discussion on the subject. 

1 wimld, however, take this occasion to sny, that in thus 
frankly giving iny opinion, I would not desire to have it 
und^'i'stood in the nature of a jiledge. At the same time 
tliat I seek no disguise, but freely give my sentiments on 
any subject of interest to those for whose sulTragcs 1 am a 
candidate, I am opposed to giving any pledge that shall 
deprive me liereafter of all discretionary i)ower. My own 
cliaracter must be the guaranty for tlio general correct- 
ness of my legislative deportment. On every iini)ortant 
subject I am bound to deliberate before I act, and espe- 
cially as a legislator, to possess myself of all the informa 
tion, atid listen to every argument tliat can be adduce! 
by my associates, before I give a final vote. If I stand 
pledged to a particular course of action, I cease to be a 
responsible agent, but I become a mere maclilne. Should 
subsequent events show, bei'ond all doubt, that tlie coursd 
I had become pledged to pursue was ruinous to my con- 
stituents and disgraceful to myself, I have no alternative, 
no opportunity for repentance, and there is no power to 
absolve me from my obligation. Hence the impropriety, 
not to say absurdity, in my view, of giving a idedge. 

I am aware that you have not asked my pledge, and i 
believe I know your sound judgment and good sense too 
well to tliink you desire any such thing. It was, however, 
to prevent any misrepresentation on the part of others, 
that I have felt it my duty thus much on flils subject. 

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant, 

MiLLAito Fillmore. 

W. Mills, Esq., chairman. 
MR. Fillmore's Albany speech of 1856. 

Tlie following is Mr. Fillmore's speech, de- 
livered at Albany, in July, 185(> : 

3fr. Mai/or and Fellotc-Citizem : This overwhelming 
demonstration of congratulation and welcome almost de- 
prives me of the power of speech. Here, nearly thirty 
years ago, I commenced my political career. In this 
building I first saw a legislative body in session ; hut at 
that time it never entered into the aspirations of my 
heart that I ever should receive such a welcome as thU 
in the capital of my native State. 

You have been pleased, sir, to allude to my former 
services and my probable course if 1 xhould auain be 
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called to the position of Cliief Magistrate of the nation. 
It is not pleniiant to spcalc of one's self, yet I trust that 
the ocoas'iou v)U justify me in briefly alluding to one or 
two events coiinected witli my administration. You all 
know tliai \v! p.i 1 was called to tlie Exeyuiive chair by a 
bereavement wliich shrouded a nation in mourning, that 
the country was unfortunately agitated from one end to 
the oilier upon tiie alI-e\ciUng subject of Slavery, It 
was then, sir, that I felt it my duty to rise above every 
sectional prejudice, and loolc to the welfare of the whole 
nation. I was compelled to a certain extent to overcome 
loiig-clierished prejudices, and disregard party claims. 
But in doing this, sir, I did no more than was done by 
many abler and better men than myself. 1 was by no 
means the sole instrument, under Providence, in har- 
monizing these dilliculties. There were at that time 
noble, independent, higli-souled men in both Houses of 
Congress, belonging to both tlie great political parties of 
tlie country— Wliigs and Democrats— who spurned the 
dictation of selfish party leaders, and rallied around my 
administration in support of the great measures which 
restored peace to an agitated and distracted country. 
Some of iliese liave gone to their eternal rest, with the 
blessings of their country on their heads, but others yet 
survive, deserving the benediction and honors of a 
grateful people, iiy the blessi.ngs of Divine Providence, 
our efforts were crowned with signal success, and when 
I left the Presidential cliair, the whole nation was pros- 
perous and contented, and our relations with all foreign 
nations were of the most amicable kind. The cloud that 
hung upon the horizon was dissipated. But where are 
we now ? Alas ! threatened at home with civil war, and 
from abroad with a rupture of our peaceful relations. I 
shall not seek to trace the causes of this change. These 
are the facts, and it is for you to ponder upon ihem Of 
tlie present Administration I have nothing to say, for I 
know andean appreciate the ditBculties of administering 
this government, and if the present B.xeculive and his 
supporters have with good intentions and honest hearts 
made a mistake, I hope God may forgive them as 1 freely 
do. But, if tliere be those who have brou^dit these cal- 
amities upon the country for selfish or ambitious objects, 
it is your duty, fellow-citizens, to hold them to a strict 
responsibility. 

The agitation which disturbed the peace of the coun- 
try in 1S50, was unavoidable. It was brought upon us 
by the actiuisition of new territory, for the government 
of wliich it was necessary to provide territorial oi-gani- 
zation. But it is for you to say whether the present agi- 
tation, wliioh distracts the country and threatens us with 
civil war, has not been recklessly and wantonly pro- 
duced, by the adoption of a measure to aid personal ad- 
vancement rather than in any public good. 

Sir, you have been pleased to say, that I have the 
Union of these States at heart ; this, sir, is most true, for 
if there be one object dearer to me than any other, it is 
the unity, prosperity, and glory of this great republic ; 
and I confess frankly, sir, that I fear it is in danger. 1 
say nothing of any particular section, much less of the 
several candidates before the people. 1 presume they 
are all honorable men. But, sir, what do we see ? An 
exasperated feeling between the North and the South, on 
the most exciting of all topics, resulting in bloodshed 
and organized military array. 

But this is not ail, sir. We see a political party pre- 
senting candidates for tlie Presidency and Vice-Presi- 
dency, selected for the first time from the Free States 
alone, with the avowed purpose of electing these candi- 
dates by suffrages of one part of the Union only, to rule 
over the whole United States. Can it be possible that 
those who are engaged in such a measure can have seri- 
ously rellected upon the consequences which must inevi- 
tably follow, in case of success? Can they have the 
madness or the folly to believe that our Southern breth- 
ren would submit to be governed by such u Chief Magis- 
trate ? \VouId he be reiiuired to follow the same rule 
prescribed by those who elected him, in malting his ap- 
pointments? If a man living south of Mason and Dixon's 
line be not worthy to be President or Vice-President, 
would it be proper to select one from the same quarter 
as one of his cabinet council or to represent the nation 
in a foreign country ? Or, indeed, to collect the revenue, 
or administer the laws of the United States? If not, 
what new rule is tlie President to adopt in selecting men 
for olUce, that the people themselves discard in selecting 
him ? These are serious, but practical questions, and in 
order to appreciate them fully, it is only necessary to 
turn the tables upon ourselves. Suppose that the .South, 
having a majority of the electoral votes, should declare 
that they would only have slaveholders for President 
and Vice-I'ienideiil, and should elect .-ucli by their e.t- 
cluBive sudr.igcs >o rule over us at the North. Do you 



think we would submit to it ? No, not for a moment. 
And do you believe that your Southern bretlirun are less 
sensitive on this subject than you are, or less jealous of 
their rights? If you do, let me tell you th.-it you are 
mistaken. And, therefore, you must see that if this sec- 
tional party succeeds, it leads inevitably to the destruc- 
tion of this beautiful fabric reared by our forefathers, ce- 
mented by Uieir blood, and bequeathed to us as a price- 
less inhe.-itan'c. 

I tell you, my friends, that I feel deeply, and there- 
fore I speak earnestly on this subject (cries of -'you're 
right for I feel that you are in danger. I am deter- 
mined to make a clean breast of it. 1 will wash my 
hands of the consequences, whatever they may be ; and 
1 tell you that we iire treading upon the brink of a vol- 
cano, tliat is liable at any moment to burst forth and 
overwhelm the nation. 1 might, by soft words, inspire 
delusive hopes, and thereby win votes. But I can never 
consent to be one thing to the North and another to thb 
South. I should despise myself, if 1 could be guilty of 
such duplicity. For my conscience would excU'iiu, with 
the dramatic poet : 

'• Is there not some chosen curso, 
Som(! hiiiajn tliumler in ihts stores of lioavcn, 
Keit with uiicdininoa wrath, lo bl.isl ihy lUiiii 
Who owus his greatness to his country's ruin ':" ' 
In the language of the lamented, but immortal Clay : 
"I had rather be right than be President !" 

It seems to me impossible that those engaged in this 
can have contemplated the awful consequences of suc- 
cess. If it breaks asunder the bonds of our Union, and 
spreads anarchy and civil war through the laiui, what is 
it less than moral treason? Law and common sense 
hold a man responsible for the natural consequence of 
his acts, and must not those whose acts tend to the de- 
struction of the Ixoverniuent, be equally held responsi- 
ble? 

And let me also add, that when this Union is dissolved, 
it will not be divided into two republics, or two mon- 
archies, but be broken into fragments, and at war with 
each atlier. 

MR. FILLMOUK's LETTKR TO A NEW-Y01!K UNION 
MKETING IN 1859. 

The following is an e.\tfact from a letter of 
Mr. Fillinoie, (dated Dec. 16, I85y), in r^ply to 
iiu invitiition to attend a Union Meeting at 
Cooper Institute, Xew-York. 

But It seems to me that if my opinions are of any im- 
portance to my countrymen, they now have them in a 
much more responsible and satsfactory form than I 
could give them by participating in the proceedings of 
any meeting. My sentiments on this unfortunate ques- 
tion of slavery, and the constitutional rights of tlie South 
in regard to it, have not changed since tliey were made 
manifest to the whole country by the performance of a 
painful duty in approving and enforcing the Fugitive 
Slave Law. What the Constitution gives I would con- 
cede at every sacrifice. 1 would not seek to enjoy its 
benefits without sharing its burdens and its re.-ponsibili- 
ties. 1 know of no other rule of jiolitical riglit or expedi- 
ency. Those were my sentiments then— they are my' 
sentiments now. I stand by the Constitution of my 
country at every h.izard, and am prepared to maintain 
it at every sacrifice. 

Here I miglii stop ; but since I have yielded to the im- 
pulse to write, I will not hesitate to express, very briefly, 
my views on one or two events which have occurred 
since I retired from oftice, and which, in all pro'.ability, 
have given rise to your meeting. This 1 cannot do intel- 
ligibly, without a brief reference to some events which 
occurred during my administration. 

All must remember that in IsJO and 1S50, the country 
was severely agitated on this disturbing question of 
Slavery. That contest grew out of the acquisition 
of new territory from Mexico, and a contest between the 
North and South as to whether Slavery should be toler- 
ated in any part of that Territory. M"ixed up with this, 
was a claim on the part of the slaveliolding states, that 
the provision of the Constitution for the rendition of 
fugitives from service should be maile available, as the 
law of 1793 on that subject, which depended chietly on 
State otflcers for its execution, had become hioperative, 
because State officers were not obliged to pe. fornj that 
duty. 

After a severe struggle, which threatened the integrity 
of the Union, Congress finally passed laws selt.ing these 
questions ; and the Government and the people for a 
iiuie reemed to ai quiesce in that compromhe as a final 
aeitleiiiont of tliis e.xciting question ; atid it is exceedingly 
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lo be regretted that mistaken ambition or tlie hope of 
promotiug a party triumph should have tempted any 
one to raise tliis question again. But in an evil hour this 
Pandora's box of Slavery was again opened by what I 
conceive to be an unjustifiable attempt to force Slavery 
Into Kansas by a repeal of the Missouri Compromise, and 
the floods of evils now swelling and tlireatening to over- 
throw the Constitution, and sweep away the foundation 
of the Government itself, and deluge this land with fra- 
ternal blood, may all be traced to this unfortunate act. 
Whatever might have been the motive, few acts have 
ever been so barren of good, and so fruitful of evil. 

EDWARD Everett's opinioks on stAVEnr. 

The following is an extract of a speech of 
Mr. Everett, delivered in the House of Represen- 
tatives, March 9, 1826. (See Benton's Abridg- 
ment of Congressional IJebates, vol. 8, page 

Having touched upon tliis point, I ought, perhaps, to 
add that, if there are any members in this House of that 
class of politicians to whom the gentleman from North 
Carolina ^M^. Saunders) alluded, as liaving the disposhion, 
though not the power, to disturb the compromise contained 
in the Constitution on this point, I am not of the number. 
Neither am I one of those citizens of the North, to whom 
another honorable gentleman referred, in a publication to 
which his name was subscribed, who would think it im- 
moral and irreligious to join in putting down a servile in- 
surrection at the South: 1 am no sohlier, sir ; my habits 
and education are very unmilitary, but there is no cause 
in which I would sooner buckle a knapsack to my back, 
and pat a musket on my shoulder, than that. I would 
cede the whole contuient to any one who would take it — 
to England, to France, to Si)ain ; I would see it sunk in 
the bottom of the ocean before I would see any part of 
this fair America converted into a continental Hayti, l)y 
that awful process of bloodshed and desolation, by which 
alone such a catastrophe could be brought on. The great 
relation iif servitude, in some form or other, with greater 
or less <Ui)arture from the theoretic e(iuality of man, is 
inseparable from our nature. 1 know of no way by which 
the form of this servitude shall be fixed, but political insti- 
tution, domestic Slavery — thougli, I confess, not that 
form of servitude which seems to be the most beneficial to 
the master — certauily not that which is most beneficial to 
tiie servant — is not, in my juilgment, to be set down as an 
immoral tmd irreligious relation. I cannot admit that re- 
ligion has but one voice to tlie slave, and that thus voice 
is, " Kise against your .Master." No, sir ; the New Testa- 
ment says, "Slaves, obey your Masters;" and, though I 
know full well that, in tlie benignant operation of Chris- 
tianity, which gathered master and slave around the same 
communion-table, this unfortunate institution disappeared 
in Europe, yet I cannot admit that, while it subsists, and 
where it subsists, its duties are not presupposed and sanc- 
tioned by religion. I certainly am not called upon to 
meet the charges brought against this institution, yet truth 
obliges me to say a word more on the subject. I know 
the condition of working classes in other countries ; 1 am 
intimately acquainted with it in some other countries, and 
I have no hesitation in saying that I believe the slaves in 
this country are better clothed and fed, and less liardly 
worked, than the peasantry of some of the most jirosper- 
ous States of the continent of Europe. Consider the 
checks on population. 'What keeps population down? 
Poverty, want, starvation, disease, and all the ills of life ; 
It U these that check population all over the world. Now, 
the slave population of the United States increases faster 
than the white, masters incluiled. AVhat is the inference 
as to the i)hy.*ical condition of the two classes of society ? 
These are ojiinions I have long entertained, and long 
since publicly jirofessed on this subject, and wliich I iiere 
rei)eat in answer to the intimations to which 1 have al- 
ready alluded. But, sir, when Slavery comes to enter 
into the Constitution as a political element — when it comes 
to affect the distribution of power amongst the States of 
the Union, that Is a matter of agreement. If I make an 
agreement on tliis subject, I will adhere to it like a man ; 
but I will protest against any inferences being made from 
it like that which was made by the honorable mover of 
these resolutions. I will protest against popularity, as 
well as votes, being increased by the ratio of thrce-Ufths 
of the Slaves. 

MR. Mitchell's views. 

Mr. Mitchell, of Tennessee. — Sir, I do not go the length 
of the gentleman from Massachusetts, and bold that the 
existence of Slavery in this country is almost a blessing. 
Ou the contrary, I am firmly settled in the opinion that it 



is a great curse— one of the greatest evils that could have 
been interwoven into our system. I, Mr. Chairman, am 
one of those whom these poor wretches call master ; I do 
not task them ; I feed and clothe tliem well ; but yet, 
alas ! sir, they are slaves, and Slavery is a curse in any 
shape. It is, no doubt, true that there are persons in 
Europe far more degraded than our slaves, worse fed, 
worse clothed, etc. ; but, sir, this Is far from proving that 
negroes ought to be slaves. 

John Randolph, of Virginia.— Sir, I envy neither the 
head nor heart of tiiat man from the North who rises here 
to defend Slavery upon principle. 

MR. CAMDRELENG'S VIEWS. 

Churchill C. Cambreleng, of N. Y., (formerly of N. C.) 
—The gentleman from Massachusetts has gone too far. 
He has expressed opinions wliich ought not to escape with, 
out animadversion. I heard them with equal suri)rise and 
regret. I was astonished to hear him declare tliat Slavery 
—domestic Slavery — say what you will, is a condition of 
life, as well as any other, to be justified by morality, reli- 
gion, and international law ; and when at the close of his 
opinion he solemnly declared that this was his confession 
of faith, I lamented, sincerely lamented, that 

" S(ar-e ved Science should have wandered (hi re 

To bring us ba'ek the message of despair." 

If, eir, among the w^ild visions of Gei-man philosophy I 
had ever reached conclusions like this ; if in the Aulaj of 
Gottingen I had ever persuaded myself to adopt a politi- 
cal maxim so liostile to liberal institutions and the rights 
of raankind, I would have locked it up forever in the dark- 
est cliambers of my mind. Or if my zeal had been too 
ardent for my discretion, this place, at least, should never 
have been the tlieatre of my eloquence. No, sir, if such 
liad been my doctrines I would have turned my back for- 
ever on my native land. Following the course of "the 
dark rollint,' Danube," and cutting my way across the 
Euxine, I would have visited a well-known market of Con- 
stantinople, and there preached ray doctrine iimidst the 
rattling chains of the wretched captives. Nay, sir, I 
would have gone from thence, and laid my foreliead upon 
the footstool of the Sultan, and besought him to set his 
foot ujion my neck, as the recreant citizen of a recreant 
llepublic. 

EDWAKD EVERKTT ON GEOGRAPIIICAL PARTIES. 

But, sir, I am not prepared to admit that geographical 
parties are the greatest evil this country lias to fear. 
Party of all kinds, in its exceps, is certainly the bane of 
our institutions ; and I will not take up the time of this 
Committee by disputing whicli Is most deleterious, arsenic 
or laudanum. It is enough that they are both fatal. The 
evil of geographical parties is, that they tend to sever the 
Union. The evil of domestic parties is, that they render 
the Union not worth liaving. I remember tlie time, sir, 
tliougli I was but a boy, when under the influence of do- 
mestic parties, near neighbors did not speak ; wlien old 
acquaintances glared at each other as they jiassed In the 
streets; when you might wreak on a man all the bitu-rness 
of your personal and private enmity, and grind him into 
the dust, if you had the power, and say, he is a Democrat, 
he is a Federalist; he deserves it. Yes, sir, when party 
spirit pursued its victim from the halls of legislation, from 
the forum, from the market-place, to wliiit should be the 
sanctuary of the fireside, and filled hearts that would have 
bled to spare each other a pang, with coldness and es- 
trangement. Talk not to me of your geographical parties. 
There does not live the man, 1 thank God, on earth, to- 
war<l whom 1 have an unkind emotion — one whose rights 
I wouhl invade, whose feelings I would wound. But if 
there ever should be a man to whom I should stand iu 
that miserable relation, I pray tliat mountains nia.v rise, 
that rivers may roll between us — that he may never cross 
my path, nor I his, to turn the sweetness of liuniar. nature 
Into bhterness and gall in both our Uosomf.—Sjieiclt in 
the JIouKe of Jlepfeveniatives, lS2ti. — BtuUm'H De- 
bates, vol. 8, p. 713. 

MR. Everett's VI Kws in IBS'? and 39. 

Oct. 14th, 1837, Hon. Wm. Jackson, of New- 
ton, Mass., wrote to Mr. Everett a long letter 
containing the following questions : 

Do justice, humanity, and sound policy, alike re- 
quire that the slaves of this country should be emanci- 
pnted? 

ic it the right and duty of the citizens of the non- 
slavtholding States to require of the General Govern- 
nicnt the abolition of Slavery in tlie District of Co- 
lutubia? 
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Is it just 01 safe, with regard to our foreign relations 
and domestic coiapact, to admit Texas into the Union ? 

MR. EVKKETT'S REl'LY. 

BosTOS, SUt Octobei', ISa*. 

Sin : I have duly received your communication of tlie 
14th inst., in wliich you desire to be furni.slHjd witli my 
views on certain questions therein propounded. Under 
oilier circumstances, I should deem it proper to preface 
my answer with some preliminary remarks, but my en- 
gagements at the present time compel me to reply as 
concisely as possible. 

In answer to the first question, I observe, that Slavery 
being, by universal admission, a social, political, and 
moral evil of the first magnitude, it is required by jus- 
tice, humanity, and sound policy that the slaves should 
be emancipated by those having constitutionally the 
power to effect that object, as soon as it can be done 
peacefully, and in a manner to better the condition of 
the emancipated, I believe the most considerate por- 
tion of the people of the United States, in every quarter, 
unite in tliis sentiment ; and you are aware that the 
most eminent Southern names can be cited in its sup- 
port. 

In reply to the second question, I would remark, that 
all the considerations in favor of emancipation In the 
States, a}H>\y with equal force to the District of Co- 
lumbia. .\ly opinions on this subject .ire fully expressed 
in the resolution adopted by the legislature last winter, 
with a near approach to unanimity, in the following 
terms : " Resolved, That Congress having exclusive legis- 
lattun in tlie District of Columbia, possesses the right to 
abolish Slavery in the said District, and that its exercise 
should only be restrained by regard to the public 
good." 

I know that the slave-trade is carried on to a shocking 
extent in the District of Columbia. Tliere is no part of 
the South, where it is reputable to.be engaged in this 
tralliu ; and no Southern State, I am persuaded, would 
permit its existence in its own capital, as it exists at the 
national capital. The South and the North ought to 
unite in prohibiting it, by act of Congress— which is the 
local legislature of the District. This has been loudly 
called for, from the District itself. 1 have before me a 
copy of a petition, couched in very strong language, 
against both Slavery and the slave-trade in the District 
of Columbia, which was presented to Congress in 1824, 
signed by nearly seven hundred and fifty names of 
citizens of Washington, several of whom were known to 
me to be of the first consideration, I may observe in 
this connection, that at the same session, 1 voted in the 
negative on a motion to lay upon the table the petition 
of the American Anti-Slavery Society for the abolition of 
Slavery in the District of Columbia, and on two other 
motions, intended, in like manner, to deprive this class 
of petitions of a respectful reception and considera- 
tion. 

The last question propounded by you refers to the 
annexation of Texas. It jiresents the subject of Sla- 
very, in most of its bearings, in a new liglit. la the 
States, its introduction was the result of a legislation 
forced upon the colonics, and in many cases, in despite 
of acts passed by their legislators, for the proliibition 
of the slave-trade, and regulated by the crown. Its ex- 
istence is recognized by llie Constitution of the United 
States. The riglits of proi)erty growing out of it are in 
some degree protected by law in the non-slaveholding 
States tsee the opinion of Chief Justice Shaw in the 
case of the Commonwealth m. Aves — an opinion in the 
doctrines and principles of which I fully concur) ; and 
morality and religion frown on all attempts to put an 
end to it by violence and bloodshed. But none of these 
principles countenance a voluntary extension of Slavery ; 
and as the question of annexing Texas is one of volun- 
tary, and almost boundless extension, it presents the 
subject, as I have said, in a new light. It has been ofii- 
cially stated by the Texan Knvoy that the region so 
called contains two hundred thousand square miles. In 
other words, it might form twenty-five States as 
large as Massachusetts. In this vast region, Slavery 
was prohibited by Mexico ; it has been restored, and is 
rapidly spreading itself under the new government ; 
and no one denies, that if the independence of Texas is 
sustained. Slavery will be indefinitely extended through- 
out its ample borders. 

The Kxecutive Government of the United States has 
prompt ly recognized this indeiiendence. and by so doing, 
lias (li^cllarge<l the whole duty that could be required by 
the law of nations. Whatever step we take toward an- 
nexation is gratuitous. This whole subject has been bo 
ably discussed by Dr. Cbanning, in his recent letter to 
M. . Clay, that it would be superlluous to enlarge upon 



it. I will only say, that if, at this moment, when an all- 
important experiment is in train, to abolish Slavery by 
peaceful and legal means in the British West Indies, 
the United States, instead of imitating their example, or 
even awaiting the result, should rush into a ptdicy of 
g V ng an indefinite extension to Slavery over a vast 
region incorporated into their Union, we should stand 
, condemned before the civilized world. It would be vain 
: to expect to gain credit for any further professions of a 
Willingness to be rid of Slavery as soon as jjossilde. No 
! extenuation of its existence, on the ground of its having 
' been forced upon the country in its colonial state, would 
any longer avail us. It would be thought, and thought 
I justly, that lust of power and lust of gold had made us 
I deaf to the voice of humanity and justice. Wo should 
I be self-convicted of the enormous crime of having vo- 
luntarily given the greatest possib'e enlargement to an 
evil, which, in concert with the lest of mankind, we 
had affected to deplore, and that at a time when the 
public sentiment of the civilized world, more than at 
any former period, is aroused to its magnitu<le. 

There are other objections to the measure drawn from 
its bearing on our foreign relations ; but it is unneces- 
sary to discuss them. 

I am, sir, respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

EnWAllU KVKKETT. 

Hon, William Jacksos. 

In 1839, the following qnostions were put to 
Mr, Everett by lion, A. Borden, of Mass icliu- 
setts : 

1. Are you in favor of immediate abolition by Ivt of 
Slavery in the District of Columbia and of the slave traffic 
between the States of this Union ? 

2. Are you opposed to the admission" into the Union of 
any new States the constitutions of which tolerate domes- 
tic'Slavery ? 

Tlie following was Mr. Everett's reply : 

Wasujnoton, OH- 3t, 1839. 

Dkar Sib : On Saturday last I only received your let- 
ter of the IStli, propounding to me ct/tain interrogato- 
ries, and earnestly requesting an early answer. You are 
aware that several resolves on the subject of these in- 
quiries and their kindred topics, accompanied by a re- 
port, were introduced into the Senate of the Connnon- 
wealth, year before last, by a joint committee of the two 
liouses, of which the lamented Mr. Alvord was chair- 
man. 

Those resolves, after having been somewhat enlarged by 
amendment, were adopted by the legislature. They ap- 
pear to cover the whole ground of your two interroga- 
tories. H.aving cheerfull.v coiiperated in the passage of 
the resolves, and concurring In the general reasoning by 
which they are sustained in the powerful report of the 
chairman of the committee, I respond to both your in- 
quiries in the affirmative. 

The first of the three subjects in your inquiry is the 
only one of them which came before Congress while I 
was a member. 1 voted in the negative on the motion 
to l.iy upon the table the petition of the American Anti- 
Slavery Society for the abolition of Slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and on other motions of the like char- 
acter introduced to cast off the consideration of this class 
of petitions. 

I am, dear sir, very respectfully, your friend and ser- 
vant. 

Edward Evebett. 

IIoK, Nathaniel A. Bordbn. 

The "several resolves" to which Mr. Everett 
refers in the above letter, in the pa.ssage of 
wliich he " cheerfully cooperated," as Governor 
of Massachusetts, are as follows : 

Resolved, That Congress has, by the Constitution, 
power to abolish Slavery and the slave-trade in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and that there is nothing in the terms 
or circumstances of the acts of cession by Virginia and 
.Maryland, or otherwise, enforcing any legal or moral 
restraint on its existence. 

Resolved, That Congress ought to take measures to 
effect the abolition of Slavery in the District of Columbia. 

Resolved, That the rights of humanity, the claims of 
justice, and the comrjon good alike, demand the sup- 
pression by Congress of the slave-trade carried on in 
and through the District of Columbia. 

Resolved, That Congress has, by the Constitution, 
power to abolish Slavery in the Territories of the United 
St.o.tes. 
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[For later views of Mr. Everett, sec liis letter 
accepting tlie nomination for the Vice-Presi- 
dency in I860.] 

ABRAHAM LINCOLN OM THOMAS JEFFERSON. 

Mr. Lincoln having been invited by the Re- 
publicans of Boston, to attend a Festival in 
honor of the anniversary of Jefferson's birthday, 
on the 13 th of April, 1859, replied as follows : 

Sprinofield, III., April 6, l&^9. 

Gkntlkmkn : Your kind note, inviting me to attend a 
festival In Boston, im tlie IStli inst., in honor of the birth- 
day of Tliotniis Jefftfrson, was duly received. My engage- 
ments are such tijat I cannot attend. Bearing in mind 
that al)nut seventy years ago two great political parties 
were first formed in tiiis country ; ttiat Tliomas Jefferson 
was the liead of one of them and Boston the headquarters 
of ttie other, it is botli curious and interesting that those 
Euppof^ed to descend politically from the parly opposed 
to Jefferson, should now be celebrating his birtliday in 
their own original seat of empire, while tliose claiming 
political descent from him have nearly ceased to breathe 
Ills name everywhere. 

Ueinembering, too, that the Jefferson party wag formed 
upon its supposed superior devotion to the personal 
rights of men, holding the rights of property to be 
aecondary only, and greatly inferior; and then assum- 
ing that the so-called Democracy of to-day are the Jeffer- 
son, and their opponents the afiti-Jefferson parties, it 
will be equally interesting to note how completely the 
two have changed ground as to the principle upon which 
they were originally supposed to be divided. 

The Democracy of to-day hold the liberty of one man 
to bn absolutely nothing, when in conflict with another 
nian's right of property. Republicans, on the contrary, 
are liotli for the man and the dollar, but in case of con- 
flict the man before the dollar. 

I rememb-ir being once much amused at seeing two 
partially intoxicated men engaged in a fight with their 
great-coats on, which fight, after a long and rather harm- 
lesj contest, ended in each having fought himself out of 
hi.s own coat and into that of the other. If the two 
leading parties of this day are really identical with the 
two ill the days of Jefferson and Adams, they have pur- 
formed the same feat as the two drunken men. 

Hut soberly, it is now no child's play to save the prin- 
ciples of Jefferson from total overthrow in this nation. 

One would state with great confidence that he could 
convince any sane child that the simpler propositions of 
Euclid are true ; but nevertheless, he would fail, with one 
who should deny the definitions and axioms. The prin- 
ciples of Jefferson are the definitions and axioms of free 
society. And yet they are denied and evaded, with no 
small show of success. One dashingly calls them " glit- 
tering generalities." Another bluntly styles them " self- 
evident lies." And others insidiously argue that they 
apply only to " superior races." 

These expressions, differing in form, are Identic.il in 
object and effect — the supplanting the principles of free 
government, and restoring those of classification, caste, 
and legitimacy. They would delight a convocation of 
crowned heads plotting against the people. They are 
the vanguard, the sappers and miners, of returning 
despoiisiu. We must repulse them, or they will subju- 
gate us. 

This is a world of compensations ; and he who would 
ie no sl.ive must consent to have no slave. Those who 
deny freedom to others deserve it not for themselves ; 
and, under a just God, cannot long retain it. 

All honor to Jefferson — to the man who, in the concrete 
pressure of a struggle for national independence by a 
single people, had the coolness, forecast, and capacity, to 
introiluce into a merely revolutionary document an ab- 
stract truth, applicable to all meu and all times, and so 
to embalm it there, that to-day and in all coming days it 
shall be a rebuke and a stumbling-block to the harbin- 
gers of reappearing tyranny and oppression. 

Your obedient servant, A. Lincoln. 

Messrs. U. L. Pikbcb, and others, etc. 

ABRAHAM LINCOLK ON NATITRALIZATION. 

SraiKcnKLD, ifay 17, 1S59. 

Dr. Tbeodor Canisiits: 

Dear Sib— Your letter. In which you Inquire on your 
own account, and In behalf of certam other German citi- 
zens, whether I approve or oppose the constitutional pro- 
vision in relation to naturalized citizens which was la'«ly 
enacted in Massachusetts, and whether I favor or o]iposo 



] a fusion of the Republicans with the other Opposition ele- 
ments in the campaign of 1860, has been received. 

Massachusetts is a sovereign and independent State, and 
I liave no right to advise her in her policy. Vet, if any 
one is desirous to draw a conclusion as to what I would 
do, from what she has done, I may speak without impro- 
priety. I say, then, that so far as I understand the Mas- 
sachusetts provision, I am against its adoption, not only 
in Illinois, but in every other place in which 1 have the 
right to oppose it. As I understand the sjiirit of our in- 
stitutions, it Is designed to promote the elevation of iiifn. 
I am, therefore, hostile to anything that tends to their de- 
basement. 

It is well known that I deplore the oppressed condition 
of the blacks ; and it would, therefore, be very iiiconsisteut 
for me to look with approval upon any measures tlijit in- 
fringes upon the inalienable rights of white men, whetiier 
or not they are born in another land, or speak a diiVerent 
language from my own. 

In respect to a fusion, I am in favor of it whenever it, 
can be effected on Republican principles, but upon no 
oilier condition. A fusion upon any otlier jilatforra 
would be as inaane as unprincipled. It would thereby 
lose the whole North, while the common enemy would 
still liave the support of the entire South. The ([uestiou 
in relation to men is different. There are good and patri- 
otic men and able statesmen in the Soutli, wliom I would 
willingly support if they would place tlieiiiselves on Ue- 
publican ground ; but I shall oppose the lowering of the 
Kepublican standard even by a hair's breadth. 

X liave written in haste, but I believe that 1 have an- 
swered your questions substantially. 

Respectfully yours, 

AllltAHAM IjINCOLU, 
NKW-VORK FOR THK WILMOT PltOVISO. 

In January, 184V, Col. Samuel Young intro- 
duced the following resolve into the New-York 
State Senate, and on the 27th of that month it 
was adopted by a vote of 22 to 6 : 

J?cwfoe<?, That if any Territory is hereafter acquiry,! 
by the United States, or annexed thereto, the ac' by wliith 
such Territory is acquired or atmexed, wliatever such ad 
may be, should contain an unalterable, fundiiiiieiitnl .-.r- 
ticle or provision wliereiiy Slavery or invohiiita'y yi rvi- 
tude, except as a punishment for crime, .shall ha Voicw-r 
excluded from the Territory acquired or anue,\;;ii. 

This resolve subsequently passed tlie Assomlily 
by a vote which was almost unanimous. 

NEW- YORK FOR FREEDOM IN 18.'5S. 

The following preamble and rcsohitions were 
•adopted by the Assembly of the State of New- 
York on the 10th day of January, 18'IS, by a 
vote of 108 to 5, and by the Senato, a few tlays 
later, by a majority nearly as empliatic as tliat 
of the Assembly : 

Whereas, The President of the Uniteii States, in Iiis 
last annual message, has reconiuiended the e.-'taljiislitneiit 
by Congress of territorial government over the conquered 
provinces of New Mexico, and the Calirornias, aiifl the 
retention thereof as an indemnity, in wliicli saiii T>-rri. 
tories the institution of Slavery does not now exist, 
therefore 

Resolved (}t the Senate concur), That our Senators in 
Congress be instructed, ami our Representatives re- 
quested, to use their best efforts to insert into any act or 
ordinance, establishing any or all such provisional orter 
ritorial government or govurnnienis, a liinilaineiiial 
article or provision, whicli shall provide, diclare, uiid 
guaranty, that Slavery or involuntary servitude, except 
as a punishment for crime, whereof the parly sliall liave 
been first duly convicted, shall be prohibited therein, so 
long as the same shall remain a Territory. 

Ilesolved, That the President cf the Senate, hihI the 
Speaker of the Assembly, be requi-ted to irmi^init a ropy 
of the foregoing resolutions and preamiile to eacli of ine 
said Senators and Representatives. 

NKW-YORK AGAIN FOR FREE TERRITORIES IX 1819. 

The following preamble and resolves were in* 
troduced into the New-York Senate on tlie '.id 
of January, 1849, pas.sed that body by a tniaiii- 
mou3 vote on the 4th, and were concurred ii^ 
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by the Assembly two days later, oa the 6th of 
January : 

Whereas, Tlie people of the State of New-Mexico 
have pciiioiied Congress for the establishment of a Ter- 
ritorial Uovernineitt which shall protect them against the 
institution of domestic Slavery while they remain a ter- 
ritory of the United States, and have also petitioned Con- 
gress for protection against the unfounded claims of the 
State of Texas to a large portion of their territory lying 
east of the Kio Grande ; and, lohereae, it would be un- 
just to the people of New-Mexico and Cblifornia, and 
revolting to the spirit of the age, to permit domestic 
Slavery— an institution from which they are now free — 
to be introduced among them: and, whereufi, since the 
acquisition of New AlexiCD by the United States the peo- 
ple thereof have a right to expect the protection of the 
General Government, and should be secured in the full 
possession and enjoyment of their Territory : therefore 

Resolved, That our Senators and Representatives in 
Congress bo requested to use their best efforts to procure 
the passage of laws for the establishment of govern- 
ments for the Territories acquired by the treaty of peace 
with Mexico, and that by such laws Involuntary servi- 
tude, except for crime, be excluded from such Terri- 
tories. 

Resolved, That the territory lying between the Nue- 
ces and the lUo Grande is the common property of 
the United States, and that our Senators ami Kepresenta- 
tives in Congress be requested to use their best efforts to 
preserve the same as such common property, and protect 
it from the unfounded claim of the State of Texas, and 
prohibit the extension over it of the Saws of Texas, or the 
institution of domestic Slavery. 

Resolved, That the existence of prisons for the con- 
finement and marts for the sale of slaves, at the seat of 
the National Government, is viewed by this legislature 
with deep regret and mortification ; that such prisons and 
marts ought forthwith to be abolished ; therefore be it 
further 

Resolved, Tliat our Senators and Representatives in 
Congress be requested to use their strenuous efforts to 
procure the passage of a law that shall protect slaves 
from unjust imprisonment, and sliall effectually put an 
end to the slave-trade in the District of Culumbiu. 

i?. solved, That the Governor be requested to forward 
copies of tlie preceding resolutions to each Senator and 
Representative in Congress from this State. 

MR. DIX FOn .SLAVERY PROIIIDITION'. 

These resohitions were presented in the U. S. 
Senate by the Hon. John A. Dix (now, I860,) 
Postmaster of New- York, and defended by him 
in an elaborate and able speech. On the first 
resolution, he said : 

This resolution was In sentiment, If not In words, 
identical witli tliose which have been passed by fifteen 
of the thirty States of the Union. With a single excep- 
tion, all the non-slaveholding and one of the slaveholding 
States have declared themselves opposed to the exten- 
sion of .Slavery into territory now free. Sir, I fully con- 
cur in the propriety of tills declaration. I believe tliat 
Congress has the power to prohibit Slavery in California 
and New Jlexico ; that it is our duty to exercise the 
power, and that it should be exercised now. I am 
always for acting when the proper time for action has 
come. 1 am utterly opposed to siny course which shall 
cast upon others the responsibility which belongs to our- 
selves. The resolution looks to the exclusion of Slavery 
from New Mexico and California during their terrltoriiil 
condition only. It does not look beyond that condition 
with a view to control the people when they shall have 
come into the Union. It contemplates no 'invasion of 
State sovereignty. In Ihls view of the subject, one of the 
New-York presses which has resisted all interference with 
Slavery, even in the Territories, pronounced these resolu- 
tions conciliatory in their character. I do not know that 
I should call them eillier conciliatory or the reverse. 
They take firmly the ground that New- York has always 
taken, that Slavery shall by no act of hers be further ex- 
tended. She believes it to be the ground of principle, of 
justice, and of riglit.and I do not hesitate to say she will 
never ubaudon it— never, never, 

THE NEW-YORK WHIGS FOR FREEDOM IN 1847. 

At the Whig State Convention held at Syra- 
cuse, October 6, 1847, the Hon. James Brooks 
reported a brief address to the Whigs of the 
State, which was unanimously adopted. The 



following are extracts from the address then 
adopted ; 

Fkllow Citizens : Hitherto when we have assembled in 
Convention, there were well known and well recognized 
bounds to our country, but now that the spirit of con- 
quest has been let loose, who can tell where is his coun- 
try, whether on the Rio Grande, the Sierra Nevada, tlie 
Rio Gila or the Gulf of California, or whether part Span- 
ish, much Indian, and some Negro, Santa Fean or Cali- 
fornian may not be as good an Ameiican citizen as him- 
self? Our flag is borne, with fixed bayonets to surround 
It, and unmuzzled grape-shot to clear tlie way, in the 
conquering footsteps of Cortes— by the base of tl'ie snowy 
peaks of I'opooaiupetl, to the Eternal city of the 
Aztecs -and Mexicans of every color, and every breed, 
sprung from commingling Moor and straight-haired Afri- 
can, as well as from Castile and Leon, are made Ameri- 
can citizens, or prepared for being made so, by tlie gen- 
tle logic of red-mouthed artillery, thundering from the 
bristling heights of Cerro Gordo to the bloody plains of 
Contreras and Churubusco. Wherever that llag is, with 
Its stars and stripes, tlie emblem of our Nationality, 
there our hearts are ; but woe ! woe ! to the men, we cry, 
who have dispatched it upon its mission of Conquest, 
and wliat is yet worse, the coiiverjioii of a free into a 
Slaveliolding Territory. 

Fellow-cii.zens, disguise the Mexican war as sophistry 
may, the greiit truth cunnot be put down, that it. exists 
lieeause of the aniiex.ttion of Texas; that from such a 
cause we predicted such a consequence would follow: 
and that, but for tliat cause, no war would have existed 
at all. l)i,*guise its intent, purposes and consequences 
as sophistry may strugirle lo do, the furtiier great truth 
cannot be hidden, tliat Its main object is the conquest of 
a Market for Slaves, and that tlie flag our victorious 
legions rally around, fight under, and fall for, is to be 
desecrated from its holy character of Liberty and Euiaii- 
cipation into an errant of Bondage and Slavery. In 
obedience to the laws, and in a due and f .ithful submis- 
sion to the regularly constituted government of our 
country, we wlil rally by and defend our flHg on what- 
ever soil or whatever sea it is unfurled ; but before high 
Heaven we protest against the mission on which it is 
sent, and we demand its recall to the true and proper 
hounds of our country, as soon as in honor it can be 
brought home. We protest, too, in the name of the rights 
of Man, and of Liberty, against the furilier extension of 
Slavery in Nortli America. The curse which our mother 
country inflicted upon us, in spite of our fathers' remon- 
strances, we demand shall never blight the virgin soil of 

the North Pacific We will not pour out the 

blood of our countrymen, if we can help ii, to turn a Fr6i\ 
into a Slme soil. We will not spend from fifty to a 
hundred millions of dollars per year to make a Slave 
M.irket for any portion of our countrymen. We will 
never, for such u purpo.se, consent to run up an untold 
National debt, and saddle our posterity with Fund- 
mor.gers, Tax-Brokers, Tax-gatherers, laying an excise or 
an impost on everytliing they taste, touch or live by. 
'Itie Union a« it is, tiie icJiole Union, and nothing but the 
Union, we will stand by to the last— hut AT? More Terri- 
tory is our watoli-w.inl, unless it be Free. 

KESOLVKS. 

Among the Resoluilons unanimou.sly adopted 
by tills Convention wtis tlie following : 

Resolved, Tliat while the Whig Freemen of New-York, 
represented in this Convention, will faitlifully adhere to 
all tlie coiiiiiromises of the Constitution, and jealously 
iimin:ain all tiie reserved rights of the State.% tlley 
declare— since the crisis has arrived when the question 
must he met— their uncompromising hostility to the Ex- 
tension of Slavery into any Territorv now Free, or which 
may be hereafter acquired by any action of the Govern- 
ment of our Union. 

FREE DEMOCRACY OF NEW-YORK CITY AGAINST 
SLAVERY EXTENSION. 

At a Free Democratic Meeting held in the 
Ttirk at Ncw-York, October 9, 1848, at which 
Henry Evcrson presideu, and S. J. Tilden, John 
Van Buret', and John Cochrane spoke, Mr. 
Cochrane introduced the following Resolves, 
which were adopted : 

Resolved, That tlie politics of the times indicate pre- 
cisely to whom remain the principles of the Democracy ; 
that the absence from the field of discussion of the finan- 
cial and commercial questions which forme.ly defined 
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political differences, permits that other party tests than 
those wtiich, eveti if demunding attention, still as but 
questions of expediency, should be, as they have been, 
postponed to the consideration of that one of vital im- 
portance, tJie freedom of our land, 

Jienoli-ed, tliat we think contemptuously of the mind 
which discovers in the extension of the area of Freedom 
cause for the degradation of the South. Could nature so 
belie herself that the preservation of their "inalienable 
rights" to any portion of mankind, must be attended by 
proportionate violation of those of any other portion, w« 
say, perish those rights dependent on the Slavery of 
others, rather than one tittle of those be injured that are 
consistent uith the righttj of all; that oar Constitution 
and our federal history speak to us through the voices of 
the Jelfersons, the I'inckneys, the Lees, and the Kan- 
dolplui of the South, against this miserable, false pre- 
tense. It is not so! 'I he success of the free principles 
for which we contend, will reestablish tlie lost equality of 
Die States-lost in the insidious increase of the Slave 
States from six, their origiiial and constitutional number, 
to fifteen, the present aggressive and uncunstilutional 
number— lost in the twenty-one voices and votes which 
Southern chattel slaves possess among the representa- 
tives of a free peojile at Washington — lost in the limited 
wealth, in the low intelligence, und in the inferior civili- 
zation of the South. We would restore this lost equality, 
and, so far from degrading any portion of the Union, we 
mean to elevate the whole to the possession of that Free- 
dom which alone should be the National characteristic. 

Jieiiolve<f, That our senses reject the audacious .isser- 
tion that the Extension of Slave Territory at the South 
will abate the evil at the North. Aside from tlie ab- 
surdity wliicli it involved, that an evil declines in propor- 
tion to and expires with the substance which it procures, 
experience has taught, and the history of the " Pecu- 
liar Institution" itself manifests, that the slaveowner 
of the " Old Dominion" breeds an increasing gang, and 
amasses an uccuinuluting hoard, just as the demand for 
Slaves increases with the dill'usiou of Slavery over free 
territory at the South. In the year 1790, when Alabama, 
Mississippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, Missouri, Tennessee, 
Kentucky, and Florida, were free soil, tlie slave popula- 
tion was GU7,SyG. In the year 1»40, when Slavery liad 
spread over ttiis free soil, it numbered •2,-t!57,:j5o, being an 
increase in fifty years of 1,7S7,457 slaves. The extension 
of Slavery to new territory, instead of abating the evil 
in Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky, and .Missouri, where it 
numbered in the year ISIO, 59(1,000 slaves, has multiplied 
them to 77o,000, in the year 1S40, showing an increase 
In tliirty years of IS.j.OOO slaves. The existence of 
Slavery "depeuils on its dill'usiou. 

GRKK.NB C. BUOXSOn's OPI.NIO.V IN 1848. 

la a letter dated July 15th, 18-48, Mr. IJro'n- 
80n, after declining an invitation to attend a 
politiciil meeting, says : 

Slavery cannot exist where there is no positive law ti> 
uphold it. It is not necessary that it should lie I'orbidden ; 
it is enough that it is not specially authorizjil. If the 
owner of slaves r.imoves with or sends tin; u into atjy 
country. State or Territory, where Sliivery (iocs not exist 
by law, they will from that moment become free men, and 
will have as good a right to command the master, as he 
will have to command them. State laws have no extra- 
territorial authority ; and a law of Virginia which makes 
a man a slave there, cannot make him a slave in New- 
York, nor beyonil the Kooky Mountains. 

Entertainiii;? no doubt upon that question, 1 can see no 
occasion f-T asking Congress to legislate against the ex- 
tension of Slavery into free territory, and, as a question 
of policy, I think it liad belter be let alone. If oiir South- 
ern brettiren wisli to carry their slaves to Oregon, New- 
Mexico or California, tliey will be under the necessity of 
asking a law to warrant it; and it will then be in time for 
ttie Free States to resist the measure, as I cannot doutjt 
tliey woul'l, with unwaveringflrmness. 

I would not neeiliessly move this question, as it is one 
of an exciting nature, which tends to sectional division, 
and may do us harm as a people. I would leave it to the 
Slavcholding States to decide for themselves, and on their 
own responsibility, when, if ever, the matter shall be 
agitated in Congress. It may be that they will act 
wisely, and never move at all ; especially as it ."eems 
pretty generally agreed that neithet Oregon, New-Mexico, 
nor Californ.a, are well adapted to slave labor. IJut if 
our Southern brethren should make the question, we shall 
have no choice but to meet it; and then, whatever conse- 
quences tnay follow, I trust the people of the Free State' 
will give a united voice agaitist allowing Slavery on a 



sintrle foot of soli where it is not now authorized by 
law. 

I am, very respoctfully, your obedient servant, 
Gkkkni!: C. Bho.nsos, 
To Messrs. J. Cocbranb, and others, Committee. 

NKW-HAMPSHIRE FOR THE WILMOT PROVISO. 

The legislature (then Democratic) of New- 
Hampshire, in June, 1847, passed the following 
resolution : 

Hesolned, That in all territory which shall heroafterbe 
added to or acquired by the United States, where ,»lavery 
docs not exist at the time of sucli addition,or acquirement-, 
neither Slavery or involuntary servitude, except for the 
punisliment of crime, whereof the party l.as been duly 
convicted, ought ever to exist, but the same should ever 
remain free; and we are opposed to tiio extension of 
Slavery over every such Territory— and that we also 
approve the vote of our Senators and Utpresentatives in 
Congress in favor of the 'Wiluiot Proviso. 

OJIIO FOR FREK SOIL. 

In the Ohio House of Representatives (session 

of 1847-8) the following resolution was passed 

by a vote of 43 to 12 : 

Resolved, By the General Assembly of the State of 
Ohio, that the Senators and Kepresentatives from this 
State in the Congress of the United States be and they are 
hereby requested, to procuiie the passage of measures in 
tlie National Legislature, providing for tlie exciusiim of 
Slavery from the Territory of Oregon, and also from any 
other Territory that now is, or hereafter may be, annexed 
to the United States. 

ILLISOLS FOR FREE SOIL. 

The following Resolutions were adopted by 
the Senate of Illinois on the 8th of January, 
1849, and the House of Representatives on tlio 
following day. The Legislature was largely 
Democratic in botli branches at the time : 

Resolved lij the Senate of the State of Illinois, iJte 
Hattse of Representativs concwTing, That our Sena- 
tors in Congress be instructed, and our Kepresentatives 
requested, to use all honorable means in their power to 
procure the enactment of such laws by Congress for the 
government of the couiUries and territories of the United 
States acquired by the treaty of peace, friendsliip, limits 
and settlement with the Uepublic of Mexico, concluded 
Februarv 2, IS-l^j, as shall contain tlie nvpi'cus Oeclurd' 
tion " tlutt there shall he neither Slavery nor inroluii' 
tary sertitude in stiid territories otherwise than in 
tlie punisliment of crimes whereof the party shall have 
been duly convicted." 

Renolred bythe House of Representatives, the Senate 
concurring herein. That the Governor be respectfully 
recpiested to transmit to each of our Senators and Kep- 
resentatives in Congress a copy of the joint resolution of 
tlie Senate, concurred in by the House on the lUli inst., 
for the exclusion of Slavery from the new territories ao- 
quued by our late treaty with the Kepublic of Mexico. 

SOUTH CAItOLlSA 1 (VR THE FOREIGN SI..VVE-TRAPE. 

In tlie Mtinital ines.-<iige of Governor Adams, 
of South (/'jitolitia, for tlie year ISoti, he pro- 
ceeded to iiigui; ill favor of the reopening of 
the .«lave-iriiili', as follows : 

It is apprehended that the opening of this tr.ide will 
lessen the value of slaves, and ultimately^ destroy the 
institution. It is a sulFicient answer to point to the fiict 
that unrestricti.'d linmigralion has not diminished the 
value of labor in the northwestern Confederacy. The cry 
there is the want of labor, notwithstanding capital has tlie 
pauperism of ttio olil world to press into the grinding ser- 
vice. If wo cannot supply the dem.ind for slave labor, then 
we must expect to supply wifli a species of labor we do 
not want, ;ind whicti is, from the very nature of things, 
antagonistic to our institutioiw. It is much belter Unit 
i our drays should he driven by slaves, that our factories 
I should be worked by sl.aves, that our hotels shnul.l he 
' served by slaves, that our locomotives should be mana).'ed 
by slaves, than that we .should bo exposed to the introduc- 
tion from any quarter of a popul.ition alien to us b.v birth, 
training, and education, and which in the process of lime 
mu-'t lead to the conllict between capital and labor, which 
makes it so difTiciilt to maintain free Institutions in all 
wealthy and civilized nations where such itL-.tilutions as 
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oars do not exist. In all slaveholding States true policy- 
dictates that the superior race shnuld direct, and the 
Inferior perform all menial service. Competition between 
the white and black man for this service may not disturb 
Northern sensibility, but does not exactly suit our latitude. 

Irrespective, however, of Interest, the act of Congress 
declaring the slave-trade piracy Is a brand upon us which 
I think it important to remove. If the trade be piracy, the 
slaves must be plunder, and no ingenuity can avoid the 
logical necessity of such a conclusion. My hopes and 
fortunes are indlssolubly associated with this form of 
society. I feel that I would be wanting in duty if I did 
not urge you to withdraw your assent to . an act which is 
Itself a direct condemnation of your institutions. But we 
have interests to enforce a course of self-respect. I be- 
lieve, as I have already stated, that more slaves are 
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necessary to a continuance of our monopoly In plantation 
products. I believe that they are necessary to the fuu 
development of our whole round of agricultural and me- 
chanical resources ; that they are necessary to the resto- 
ration of the South to an equality of power in the Fede- 
ral Government, perhaps to the very integrity of slave 
society, disturbed as it has been by causes which have 
introduced an undue proportion of the ruling race. To us 
have been committed the fortunes of this peculiar form of 
society resulting from the union of unequal races. It has 
vindicated its claim to the approbation of an enlightened 
humanity ; it has civilized and christianized the African ; 
it has exalted the white race to higher hopes and purposes, 
and it is perhaps of the most sacred obligation that we 
should give it the means of expansion, and that we should 
press it forward to a perpetuity of progress. 



MR. HAMLESr EENOUNCES THE DEMOCRATIC PARTY. 



On the 12th of June, 1856, Mr. Hamlin rose 
in bis place in the Senate, and spoke as follows : 

Jlr. Hamlin. — Mr. President,! rise for a purpose purely 
personal, such as I have never before risen for in the 
Senate. I desire to explain some matters personal to 
myself and to my own future course in public life. 

Several Senators. — Go on. 

Mr. Hamlin.— I ask the Senate to excuse me from further 
service as Chairman of the Committee on Commerce. I 
do so because I feel that my relations hereafter will be 
of such a character as to render it proper that I should 
no longer hold that position. I owe this act to the domi- 
nant majority in the Senate. When I cease to harmonize 
with the majority, or tests are applied by that party with 
wliich I have acted to which I cannot submit, I feel that 
I ought no longer to hold that respectable position. I 
propose to state briefly the reasons which have brought 
me to that conclusion. 

During nine years of service in the Senate, I have pre- 
ferred rather to be a working than a talking member ; and 
so I have been almost a silent one. On the subjects which 
have so much agitated the country, Senators know that 
I have rarely uttered a word. I love my country more 
than I love my party. I love my country above my love 
for any interest that can too deeply agitate or disturb its 
harmony. I saw, in all the exciting scenes and debates 
througli which we have passed, no particular good that 
would res It from my active intermingling in them. My 
heart has often been full, and the impulses of that heart 
have often been felt upon my lips ; but I have repressed 
tbem there. 

Sir, I hold that the repeal of the Missouri Compromise 
was a gross moral and political wrong, unequaled in the 
annals of the legislation of tliis country, and hardly 
equaled in the annals of any other free country. Still, 
8ir, with a desire to promote harmony and concord and 
brotherly feeling, I was a quiet man under all the excit- 
ing debates which led to that fatal result. I believed it 
vrong then ; I can see that wrong lying broadcast all 
around us now. As a wrong, I opposed that measure — 
not, indeed, by my voice, but with consistent and steady 
and uniform votes. I so resisted it in obedience to the 
dictates of my own judgment. I did it also cheerfully. 
Incompliance with the instructions of the legislature of 
Maine, which were passed by a vote almost unanimous. 
In the House of Kepresentatives of Maine, consisting of 
one hundred and fifty-one members, only six, I think, 
dissented; and in tne Senate, consisting of thirty-one 
members, only one member non-concurred. 

But the Missouri restriction was abrogated. The por- 
tentous evils ttiat were predicted have followed, and are 
yet following, along in It^ train. It was done, sir, in 
violation of the pledges of that party with which I have 
always acted, and with which I have always voted. It 
was done in violation of solemn pledges of the President 
of the United States, made in his Inaugural Address. 
Siill, sir, I was disposed to suffer the wrong, while I should 
Me that no evil results Were flowing from it. We were 
told, by almost every Senator who addressed us upon 
that occasion, that no evil results would follow; that no 
practical difference In the settlement of the country, and 
In the character of the future State, would take place, 
whether the act were done or not. I have waited calmly 
and patiently to see the fulQIIraent of that prediction ; 
and I am grieved, sir, to say now that they have at least 
Iwen mistaken In their predictions and promises. They 
liare all signally failed. 

14 



That Senators might have voted for that measure under 
the belief then expressed and the predictions to which I 
have alluded, I can well understand. But how Senators 
can now defend that measure amid all its evils, which are 
overwhelming the land, if not threatening it with a con- 
flagration, is what I do not comprehend. The whole of 
the disturbed state of the country has its rise in, and is 
attributable to that act alone— nothing else. It lies at 
the foundation of all our misfortunes and commotions. 
There would have been no incursions by Missouri border- 
ers Into Kansas, either to establish Slavery, or to control 
elections. There would have been no necessity, either, 
for others to have gone there partially to aid in preserv- 
ing the country in its then condition. All would have 
been peace there. Had it not been done, that re- 
pose and quiet which pervaded the public mind then, 
would hold it in tranquillity to-day. Instead of startling 
events we should have quiet and peace within our bor- 
ders, and that fraternal feeling which ought to animate 
the citizens of every part of the Union toward those of 
all other sections. 

Sir, the events that are taking place around us are 
indeed startling. They challenge the public mind and 
appeal to the public judgment; they thrill the public 
nerve as electrity imparts a tremulous motion to the tele- 
graphic wire. It is a period when all good men slioi-ld 
unite in applying the proper remedy to secure peace and 
harmony to the country. Is this to be done by any of us, 
by remaining associated with those who have been instru- 
mental in producing these results, and who now justify 
them? I do not see my duty lying in that direction. 

I have, while temporarily acquiescing, stated here and 
at home, everywhere, uniformly, that when the test of 
those measures was applied to me as one of party fidelity, 
I would sunder them as flax is sundered at tlie touch of 
fire. I do it now. 

The occasion involves a question of moral duty ; and 
self-respect allows me no other line of duty but to follow 
the dictates of my own judgment and the impulses of my 
own heart. A just man may cheerfully submit to many 
enforced humiliations; but a self-degraded man has 
ceased to be worthy to be deemed a man at all. 

Sir, what has the recent Democratic Convention at 
Cincinnati done ? It has Indorsed the measure I hare 
condemned, and has sanctioned its destructive and ruin- 
ous effects. It has done more — vastly more. That prin- 
ciple or policy of Territorial Sovereignty which once had, 
and which I suppose now has, its advocates within these 
walls, is stricken down ; and there is an absolute denial 
of it in the resolutions of the Convention, if I can draw 
right conclusions— a denial equally to Congress, and even 
to the people of the Territories, of the right to settle the 
question of Slavery therein. On the contrary, the Con- 
vention has actually incorporated into the platform of 
the Democratic party that doctrine which, only a few 
years ago, met nothing but ridicule and contempt here 
and elsewhere, namely : that the flag of the Federal 
Union, under the Constitution of the United States, car- 
ries Slavery wherever It floats. If this baleful principle 
be true, then that National Ode whicli inspires us always 
as on a battle-field, should be re-written by Drake, and 
should read thus : 

" Forever float that standard sheet ; 

Whore breathes the foe but falls before us, 
With iSVrtrerj/'s soil beneath our feet, 
And Slavery's banner streaming o'er us?" 

Now, sir, what is the precise condition in which this 
matter is left by the Cincinna'i Convention ? I do not 
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des'gn to trespass many moments on the Senate ; but al- 
low me to read and offer a very few comments upon 
some portions of the Democratic platform. The first re- 
solution that treats upon the subject is in these words— 
I read just so much of It as is applicable to my present 
remarks : 

" Tliat Congress has no power under the ConBtltuUon to In- 
t irfiire with or control the domestic inatltutions of the several 
Sutttis, and that all suvh States are the sole aud proper judges 
of Hveryihiiie appHrtalulng to their own affairs not prohibited 
by the Coiistitiiiloa." 

I talce it that this language, thus far. Is language which 
meets a willing and ready response from every Senator 
here— certainly it does frota me. But ia the following 
reiiolution I find these words : 

" Reeotfed, Thiit the foregoing proposition covers, and was 
intended to embrace, the whole subject of Slavery agltatiuu 
In Congress." 

The first resolution which I read was adopted years 
ago in Democratic Conventions. The second resolution 
which I read was adopted in subsequent years, when a 
different state of things bad arisen, and it became neces- 
sary to apply an abstract proposition relating to the 
States, to the Territories. Hence the adoption of the lan- 
guage contained in the second Resolution which I have 
read. 

Now, sir, I deny the position thus assumed by the Cin- 
cinnati Convention. In the language of the Senator from 
Kentucky (Mr. Ciittenden), so ably and so appropriately 
used on Tuesday last, I hold that the entire and unquali- 
fied sovereignty of the Territories is in Congress. That 
Is my judgment ; but this resolution brings the Territories 
precisely within the same limitations which are applied 
to the States in ttie resolution which I first read. The 
two taken together deny to Congress any power of legis- 
lation in the Territories. 

Follow on, and let us see what remains. Adopted as a 
part of the present platform, and as necessary to a new 
state of things, and to meet an emergency now existing, 
the Convention says : 

"The American Democracy recognize and adopt the princi- 
ples coiitainud in the organic law esiablisliing the Territories uf 
Kansas and Nrbniska, as embodying the only sound nud safe 
■olntion of the Slavery question, upon which the great nntioni\l 
idea of the people of this whole country can repose, in its de- 
termined coiiservatism of tlie Union— nnn-interfereuce by Con- 
giesis with Slavery in the States and Territories." 

Then follows the last resolution: 

" Resolved, That we recognize the rlRht of the peopleof all the 
Territories, including Kansas and Nebraska, acting through 
th.: fairly-expressed will of the majority of actual residents, 
and whenever the number of their inhabitants justifios it, to 
form a constitution, with or without domestic Slavery, and be 
Admitted into the Union upon terms of perfect equality with 
iho other States." 
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Take all these resolutions together, and the deduction 
which we must necessarily draw from them is a denial to 
Congress of any power whatever to legislate upon the 
subject of Slavery. The last resolution denies to the peo- 
ple of the Territories any power over that subject, save 
when they shall have a sufficient number to form a con- 
stitution and become a State, and also denies that Con- 
gress has any power over the subject ; and so the resolu- 
tions hold that this power is at least in abeyance while 
the Territory is in a Territorial condition. Tliat is the 
only conclusion which you can draw from these resolu- 
tions. Alas t for short-lived Territorial Sovereignty | it 
came to its death in the house of its friends ; it was buried 
by the same hands which had given it baptism ! 

But, sir, I did not tUe for the purpose of discussing 
these resolutions, but only to read them, and state the 
action which 1 propose to take in view of them. 1 may 
— I probably shall— takesome subsequent occasion, when 
I shall endeavor to present to the Senate and the coun- 
try a fair account of what is the true issue presented to 
the people for their consideration and decision. 

My object now is to show only that the Cincinnati Con- 
vention has indorsed and approved of the repeal of the 
Missouri Compromise, from which so many evils have 
already flowed— from which, I fear, more and worse 
evils must yet be anticipated. It would of course, be ex- 
pected that the Presidential nominee of that Convention 
would accept, cordially and cheerfully, the platform pre- 
pared for him by his party friends. No person can ob- 
ject to that. There is no equivocation on his part about 
the matter. I beg leave to read a short extract from a 
speech of that gentleman, made at his own home, within 
the last few days. In reply to the Keystone Club, which 
paid him a visit there, Mr. Buchanan said : 

" Gentlemen, two weeks since I should have' made you a 
longer speech ; but now I have been placed on a platform 
of which I most heartily approve, and that can speak for mc. 
Being the representative of the great Democraiio party, and 
not simply James Buchanan, I mnst siiuare my conduct ac- 
cording to tlie plitform of the party, and insert no new plank, 
nor take one from it." 

These events leave to mc only one unpleasant duty, 
which is to declare here that I can maintain political 
associations with no party that insists upon such doc- 
trines ; that I can support no man for President who 
avows and recognizes them ; and that the little of that 
power with which God has endowed me shall be em- 
ployed to battle manfully, firmly, and consistently for 
his defeat, demanded as it is by the highest interests of 
the country which owns all my allegiance. 

The President.— The question Is on the motion of the 
Senator from Maine to be excused from further aertice 
on the Committee on Commerce. 

The motion was agreed to. 
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MESSRS. LINCOLIJ AND UAMLIN ACCEPT. 

TiiK following is the correspondence between 
the olficers of the Republican National Conven- 
tion and the candidates thereof for President 
and Vice-President : 

CiiiCAOo, JWay 18, 1800. 

To the Ho!f. Abraham Lincoln, of Illinois. 

SiK : The representatives of the Uepublican Party of 
the United States, assembled in Convention at Chicugo, 
have this day, by a unanimous vote, selected you as the 
Republican candidate for the office of President of the 
United States to be supported at the next election ; and 
the undersigned were appointed a Committee of the Con- 
vention to apprise you of this nomination, and respectfully 
to request tliat you will accept it. A declaration of the 
principles and sentiments adopted by the Convention 
accompanies this communication. 

In the performance of this agreeable duty we take 
leave to add our confident assurance that the nomination 
of the Cliicago Convention wiii be ratified by the suffrages 
•of the people. 

We have the honor to be, with great respect and regard, 
jour friends and fellow-citizens. 

Okorqb ASUMDK, of Massachusetts, 
President of the Convention. 
Wm. M. Evarw, of New-York, 
Joel BciiLiNOAUR, of Oregon, 



Ephraim Marsh, of New-Jersey, 
Gideon Wells, of Connecticut, 

D. K. Carter, of Ohio, 
Carl Scuurz, of Wisconsin, 
Ja.mes F. Simmons, of Rhode Island, 
John W. NoiiTn, of Minnesota, 
Gko. D. Blakkv, of Kentucl^y, 
Pktkr T. Washbdrn, of Vermont, 
A. C. Wilder, of Kansas, 

Edward H. Rollins, of New-Hampshhre, 

Francis S. Curkkan, of Maryland, 

NdiiMAN B. Jddd, or Illinois, 

N. B. Smithkrs, of Delaware, 

W.M. H. McCrillis, of Maine, 

Alfrku Caldwell, of Virginia, 

Calkb B. Smith, of Indiana, 

ADSTIN Blaik, of Michigan, 

Wm p. Clarke, of Iowa, 

U. Gratz Brosw, of Missouri, 

V. P. Tracv of California, 

E. D. Wi(B<TKK, of Nebraska, 

O. A. Hall, of District of Coluinliia: 
John A. Andrew, of Massncliusetts,' 
A. 11. Ueedkh, of Peuut<ylvaniii. 

Sprinofild, III., 3fa]/ 28, 1850. 
Hon. Georqb AsHMnN, Fremdent of the JlepuUicM 
national CoJimmtion. 
Sir: I accept the noininatinn tendered me l)y 'lie 
Conveution over which you presided, and of wlii. )i I a:i' 



ACCEPTANCE OP LINCOLN, B 

formally apprised in the letter of yourself and others, 
acting as a Committee of the Convention for that pur- 
pose. 

Tlie declarfttion of principles and sentiments, wliich 
accompanies your letter, lueets my approval ; and it 
shall be my care not to violate, or disregard it, in any 
part. 

Imploring the assistance of Divine Providence, and 
Willi due regard to the views and feelings of all who were 
represented in the Convention ; to the rights of all the 
States, and Territories, and people of the nation ; to the 
inviolability of the Constitution, and the perpetual union, 
harmony and prosperity of all, I »m most happy to co- 
operate for the praciical success of the principles declared 
by the Convention. 

Your obliged friend and fellow-citiisen, 
ABUABAM LI^'col.^r. 

A similar letter was sent to the nominee for 
the Vice-Presidency, to which the following is 
the reply. 

Washington, May 80, 1860. 
Gentlbmkn: Your official communicuiion of the 18th 
instant, iuforraing me that the representatives of the 
Kepublican parly of the United States, assembled atClii- 
cago, on that day, had, by a unanimous vote, selected 
me as their candidate for the office of Vice-President of 
the United Siates, has been received, together with the 
resolutions adopted by the Convention as its declaration 
of principles. 

'i'hose resolutions enunciate clearly and forcibly the 
principles which unite us, and the otyects proposed to be 
accomplished. Tliey address themselves to all, and there 
is neither necessity nor propriety in my entering upon a 
discussion of any of tliem. Tiiey have the approval of 
my judgment, and in ;iny action of mine will be faith- 
fully and cordially sustained. 

1 am profoundly gruterul to those with whom it Is my 
pride and pleasure politically to cooperate, lor the nomi- 
nation so unexpectedly conferred ; and I desire to tender 
through you, to the members of the Convention, my sin- 
cere tlianks for the confidence thus reposed In me. Should 
the nomination, which I now accept, be ratified by the 
people, and the duties devolve upon me of presiding over 
the Senate of the United t^tates, it will be my earnest 
endeavor faithfully to discharge them with a just regard 
for the rights of all. 

It is to be observed, in connection with the doings of 
the Kepublican Convention, that a paramount oiiject 
with us is to preserve the normal condition of ourTerrito- 
torial Domain as homes Tor Free men. The able advocate 
and defender of Kepublican i)rinciple.s, whom you have 
nominated for the highest place that can gratify the 
ambition of man, comes from a State which has been 
made what it is, by special action, in that respect, of the 
wise and good me;i who founded our institutions. The 
rights of free labor have there been vindicated and 
maintained. The thrift and enterprise which so distin- 
guish Illinois, one of the most flourishing States of the 
glorious West, we would see secured to all the Territories 
of the Union ; and restore peace and harmony to the 
whole country, by bringing back the Government to what 
it was under the wise and patriotic men who created it. 
If the Ktpublicans shall succeed in that object, as they 
hope to, they will be held in grateful remembrance by the 
busy and teeming millions of future ages. 

I am, very truly yours, 
U. Hamlin. 

The Hon. Gkorgb Ashmdn, President of tlie Convention, 
and others of the Convention. 

MR. BRECKINRIDQB ACCEPTS. 

Washington Citt, July 6, 1860. 

Dbar Sir : I have your letter of the i23d ultimo, by 
which I am officially informed of my nomination for the 
office of President of the United States by the Democratic 
National Convention lately assembled at Baltimore. 

The circumstances of this nomination will justify me in 
referring to its personal aspect. 

I have not sought nor desired to be placed before the 
country for the ofiice of President. When my name was 
presented to the Convention at Charleston, it was with- 
drawn by a friend in obedience to my expressed wishes. 
My views had not changed when the Convention reas- 
sembled at Baltimore, and when I heard of the differences 
which occurred there, my indisposition to be connected 
prominently with the canvass was confirmed and ex- 
pressed to many friends. 

Without discussing the occurrences which preceded the 
nominations, and which are or soon will be well tmder- 
ttood by the country, I liave only to say tliat I approved, 
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as just and necessary to the preservation of the National 
organization and the sacred right of representation, the 
action of the Convention over which you continued to 
preside ; and thus approving it, and liaving resolved to 
sustain it, I feel that it does not become me to select the 
position I shall occupy, nor to shrink from the responsi- 
bilities of the post to which I have been assigned. 
Accordingly, I accept the nomination from a sense of 
public duty, and, as I tliink, uumfiueuced in any degree 
by the allurements of ambition. 

I avail myself of this occasion to say that the confidence 
in my personal and public character implied by the action 
of the Convention, will always be gratefully remembered j 
and it is but just, also, to my own feelings, to express my 
gratification at the association of my name with that r,f 
my friend Gen. -Lane, a patriot and a soldier, whose great 
services in the field and in council entitle liim to the 
gratitude and confidence of his couiii r}°men. 

The resolutions adopted by the Convention hare my 
cordial approval. They are just to all parts of the Union, 
to all our citizens, native and naturalized, and they form 
a noble policy for any administration. 

The questions touching the rights of persons and pro- 
perty, which have of late been much discussed, find in 
these resolutions a constitutional solution. Our Union is 
a Confederacy of equal sovereign States, for the purposes 
enumerated in the Federal Constitution. Whatever the 
common Government holds in trust for all the States must 
be enjoyed equally by each. It controls the Territorii'S 
In trust for all the States. Nothing less than sovereignty 
can destroy or hnpair the rights of persons or property. 
The Territorial Governments are subordinate and tempo- 
rary, and not sovereign ; hence they cannot destroy or 
impair the rights of persons or property. While they 
continue to be Territories they are under the control of 
Congress, but the Constitution nowhere confers on anv 
branch of the Federal Government the power to dlscruni- 
nate against the rights of the States or the property of 
their citizens in the Territories. It follows that the citi- 
zens of all the States may enter the Territories of the 
Union with their property, of whatever kind, and enjoy it 
during the territorial condition without let or hindrance, 
either by Congress or by the subordinate Territorial 
Governments. 

These principles How directly from the absence oi 
sovereignty in the Territorial Governments, and from Uie 
equality of the States. Indeed, they are essential to that 
equality, which is, and ever has bee.i, the vital principle 
of our Constitutional Union. They have been settled 
lejrfslatively — settled judiciously, and are sustained by 
right reason. They rest on the rock of the Constitution — 
they will preserve the Union. 

It is idle to attempt to smother these great issues, or to 
misrepresent them by the use of partisan phrases, whicb 
are misleauijig and delusive. The people will look be- 
neath such expressions as " Intervention," " Congress- 
ional Slave Code," and the like, and will penetrate to the 
real questions involved. The fi lends of Constitutional 
equality do not and never did demand a " Congressional 
Slave Code," nor any other code in regard to property in 
the Territories. They hold the doctrine of non-interven- 
tion by Congress, or by a Territorial Legislature, either 
to establish or prohibit Slavery ; but they assert (fortifi- 
ed by the highest judicial tribunal in the Union} the plain 
duty of the Federal Government, in all its departments, 
to secure, when necessary, to the cititiens of all the 
States, the enjoyment of their property in the common 
Territories, as everywhere else within its jurisdiction, 
Tlie only logical answer to this would seem to be to 
claim sovereign power for the Territories, or to deny 
that the Constitution recognizes property In the services 
of negro slaves, or to deny that such property 'can exist. 

Inexorable logic, which works its steady way through 
clouds and passion, compels the country to meet the 
issue. There is no evasive middle ground. Already the 
signs multiply of a fanatical and growing party, whicb 
denies that under the Constitution, or by any other law, 
slave property can exist; and ultimately the struggle 
must come between this party and the National Demo- 
cracy, sustained by all the other conservative element! 
in the Union. 

I think it will be impossible for a candid mind to dis- 
cover hostility to the Ui^on or a taint of sectionaUsm 
in the resolutions adopted by the Convention. The 
Constitution and the Union repose on the equality 
of the States, which :ies like a broad foundation under- 
neath our whole political structure. As I construe 
them, the resolutions simply assert this equality. They 
demand nothing for any State or section that Is not 
cheerfully conceded to all the rest. It is well to remem- 
ber that the chief disorders which have afflicted our 
country have grown out of the violation of State equality, 
and that as long as this great principle has been respect eil 
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vre have been blessed with harmony and peace. Nor will 
it be easy to persuade the country that resolutions are 
sectional which command the support of a majority of 
the States, and are approved by the bone and body of 
the old Democracy, and by a vast mass of conservative 
opinion everywhere, without regard to party. 

It has been necessary more than once in our history, 
to pause and solemnly assert the true character of this 
Qovernment. A memorable instance occurred in the 
struggle which ended in the civil revolution of 1800. 
The KepubUcans of that day, like the Democracy of this, 
were stigmatized as disunionists, but they nobly conduct- 
ed the contest under the Constitution, and saved our po- 
litical system. By a little constitutional struggle it is 
intended to assert and establish the equality of the 
States, as the only basis of union and peace. When this 
object, so national, so constitutional, so just, shall be 
accomplished, the last cloud will disappear from the 
American sky, and with common hands and hearts the 
States and the people will uuite to develop the resources 
of the whole country, to bind it together with the bonds 
of intercourse and brotherhood, and to impel it onward 
In its great career. 

The Constitution and the Eqaality of the States I These 
are symbols of everlasting Union. Let these be the ral- 
lying cries of the people. 

I trust that this canvass will be conducted without 
rancor, and that temperate arguments will take the 
place of hot words and passionate accusations. 

Above all, I venture humbly to hope that Divine Provi- 
dence, to whom we owe our origin, our growth, and all 
our prosperity, will continue to protect our beloved 
country against all danger, foreign and domestic. 
I am, with great respect, your friend, 

John 0. Breckinridge. 

The Hod. C. Cdsbimg, President of the Democratic Kutional 
Coaveution. 

GEN. lane's acceptance. 

W.tSBiNGTON, June SO, 1£60. 
IIos. Caleb Ccshino, President of the Democratic Na- 
TioNAi. Convention: 

Sib — I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
communicatioQ you make in behalf of the Democratic 
National Convention, in which you inform me that, on the 
23d Inst., I was unanimously nominated by that party for 
the office of Vice-President of the United States, with the 
request that I shall accept the nomination. 

The platform adopted, and of which you inclose me a 
copy, meets with my hearty approval, as it embodies 
what I have been contendhig for as the only means of 
stopping sectional agitation, by securing to all equality 
and constitutional rights, the denial of which has led to 
the present unhappy condition of public affairs. 

Compromises of constitutional principles are ever dan- 
gerous, and I am rejoiced that the true Democracy has 
seen fit to plant a firm foot on the rock of truth, and to 
give the people an opportunity to vindicate their love of 
Justice and fraternal regard for each other's rights. 

Hfon-interventlon on the subject of Slavery, I may em- 
phaticuliy say, is that cardinal maxhn of the Democracy 
— non-intervention by Congress and non-intervention by 
Territorial Legislatures, as is fully stated in the first reso- 
lution of the adopted platform. 

In vahi should we declare the former without insisting 
upon the latter; because, to permit Territorial legisla- 
tures to proliibit or establish Slavery, or by unfriendly le- 
gislation to invalidate property, would be granting powers 
to the creature or agent, which, it is admitted, do not ap- 
pertain to the principal, or the power that creates ; besides 
which, it would be fostering an element of agitation in the 
Territory that musit necessarily extend to Congress and 
the people of all the States. 

If the Constitution establishes the right of every citizen 
to enter the common territory with whatever property he 
legally possesses, it necessarily devolves on the Federal 
Government the duty to protect this right of the citizen 
whenever and wherever assailed or infringed. The De- 
mocratic party honestly meets this agitating question, 
which is threatening to sever and destroy this brotherhood 
of States. It does not propose to legislate for the exten- 
sion of Slavery, nor for its restriction, but to give to each 
State and to every citizen all that our forefathers proposed 
to give— namely, perfect equality of rights, and then to 
commit to the people, to climate, and to soil, the determi- 
nation as to the khid of institution best fitted to their re- 
quirements in their constitutional limits, and declaring as 
ft fundamental maxim, that the people of a Territory can 
only estnblisli or prohibit Slavery when they come to form 
a constitution, preparatory to their admission as a State 
into the Union. 

If, hspfrfly, our principles shall prevail, an era of peace 
and harmony will be restored to our distracted country, 
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and no more shall we be troubled with the agitation of 
this dangerous question, because it will be removed aa 
well from the Territorial legislatures as from the halls of 
Congress — when we shall be free to turn our attention to 
more useful issues, promotive of our growth in nuticnul 
greatness. 

Our Union must be preserved ! But this can only be 
done by maintaining the Constitution Inviolate in all its 
provisions and guaranties. The Judicial authority, as 
provided by the Constitution, must be maintained, and its 
decisions implicitly obeyed, as well in regard to the rights 
of property in the Territories as in all other matters. 

Hoping for success, and trusting in the truth and justice 
of the principles of our party, and in that Divine Provi- 
dence that has watched over us and made us one of the 
great nations of the earth, and that we may continue to 
merit Divine protection, I cheerfully accept the nomina- 
tion so unanimously conferred on me, and cordially iu' 
dorse the platform adopted by the Convention. 

I have the honor to be, sir, with much respect. 
Your friend and obedient servant, 

JosEPU Lane. 

MB. DOUGLAS ACCEPTS. 
Washington, Friday, June 29, 1860. 

Gentlemen : In accordance with the verbal assurance 
which I gave you when you placed in my hands tlie 
authentic evidence of my nomination fur the Presidency 
by the National Convention of the Democratic party, I 
now send you my formal acceptance. Upon a careful 
examination of the platform and principles adopted at 
Charleston and reaffirmed at Baltimore, with an additional 
resolution which is in perfect harmony with the others, I 
find it to be a faithful embodiment of the time-honored 
principles of the Democratic party, as the same were pro- 
claimed and understood by all parlies in the Presidential 
contestoflSlS, 1852, and 1856. 

Upon looking into the proceedings of the Convention 
also, I find that the nomination was made with great 
unanimity, in the presence and with the concurrence of 
more than two-tliirds of the whole number of delegates, 
and in accordance with the long-established usages of 
the party. My inflexible purpose not to be a candidate, 
nor accept the nomination under any contingency, except 
as the regular nominee of the National Democratic parly 
and in that case only upon the condition that the usages, 
as well as the principles of the party, should be strictly 
adhered to, had been proclaimed for a long time and 
become well known to the country. These conditions 
having all been complied with by the free and voluntary 
action of the Democratic masses and their faithful repre- 
sentatives, without any agency, interference, or procure- 
ment, on my part, I feel bound in honor and duty to 
accept the nomination. In taking this step, I am not 
unmindful of the responsibilities it imposes, but with firm 
reliance upon Divine Providence I have the faith that the 
people will comprehend the true nature of the issues in- 
volved, and eventually maintain the right. 

The peace of the country and the perpetuity of the 
Union have been put in jeopardy by attempts to interfere 
<f ith and control the domestic aifairs of the people in the 
Territories, through the agency of the Federal Govern- 
ment. If the power and the duty of Federal interference 
is to be conceded, two hostile sectional parties must be 
the inevitable result— the one inflaming the passions and 
ambitions of the North, the other of the South, and each 
struggling to use the Federal power and authority for 
the aggrandizement of Its own section, at the expense 
of the equal rights of the other, and in derogation of 
those fundamental principles of self-government which 
were firmly established in this country by the American 
Kevolution, as the basis of our entire republican system. 

During the memorable period of our poliUcal history, 
when the advocates of Federal intervention upon the sub- 
ject of Slavery in the Territories had well-nl^ "precipi- 
tated the country hito revolution," the Northern Interven- 
tionists demanding the 'NVilmot Proviso for the proliibiticn 
of Slavery, and the Southern interventionists, then few in 
number, and without a single Representative Id eithtr 
House of Congress, insisting upon Congressional legisla- 
tion for the protection of Slavery in opposition to the 
wishes of tt * people in either case, it will be remembered 
that it required all the wisdom, power and influence of a 
Clay and a Webster and a Cass, supported by the conser- 
vative and patriotic men of the Whig and Democratic par- 
ties of that day, to devise and carry out a line of policy 
which would restore peace to the country and stability to 
the Union. The essential living principle of that policy, as 
applied in the legislation of 1850, was, and now is, non- 
interemUon hy Congress teiih Slavery in the Terriio- 
rift. The fair application of this just and equitable prhi- 
ciple restored banuouy and fraternity to a distracted coun- 
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try. ir we now depart from that wise and just policy 
which produced these happy results, and permit the coun- 
try to be again distracted; if precipitated into revolution 
by a sectional contest between Pro-Slavery and Anti-Sla- 
very interventionists, where shall we look for another Clay, 
another Webster, or another Cass to pilot the ship of State 
over the brealters into a haven of peace and safety ? 

The Federal Union must be preserved. Tlie Constitu- 
tion must be maintained Inviolate in all its parts. Every 
right guaranteed by the Constitution must be protected 
by law m all cases where legislation is necessary to its en- 
joyment. Tlie judicial authority, as provided in tlie Con- 
stitution, must be sustained, and its decisions implicitly 
obeyed and faithfully executed. The laws must be ad- 
inmistered and the constituted authorities uplield, and 
all unlawful resistance to these things must be put down 
with firmness, impartiality and fidelity, if we expect to 
enjoy and transmit unimpaired to our posterity, that 
blessed inheritance which we have received in trust from 
the patriots and sages of the Revolution. 

With sincere thanks for tlie kind and agreeable man- 
ner in which you have made known to me- the action of 
the Convention, I have the honor to be, 

Your friend and fellow citizen, 

rr i.r » S. A. UUUGLAS. 

». . U^^"' ^'''DLOw, of New- York: K. P. Dick, of 
North Carolina ; 1'. C. Wickliff, of Louisiana, and otliers 
of Committee. 



MB. FITZPATRICK DECLINES. 

Wjisbinciok, June 25, 1660. 

Gentlemes : Your letter of to-day. Informing me that i 

have been unanimously nominated by the National Con- 
vention of the Democratic party, which met at Charleston 
on the 28d day of April last, and adjourned to meet at 
Baltimore on the 18th day of June, as their candidate for 
the otiice of Vice-President," was duly received 

Acknowledginjf with the liveliest sensibility this distin- 
guished mark of your confidence and regard. It Is with no 
ordinary feelings of regret that considerations, tlie recital 
or which I will not impose upon you, constrain me to de- 
cline the nomination so flatteringly tendered. My desig- 
nation as a candidate for this high position would have 
been more gratifying to me If It had proceeded from the 
united Democracy— united both as to principles and men. 

Ihe distracting differences at present e.s-isting In the 
ranks of the Democratic party were strikingly exemplified 
both at Charleston and at Baltimore, and, In my humble 
opinion, distinctly admonish me that I sliould In no wav 
contribute to these unfortunate divisions. 

The Black Kepublicans have harmoniously fat least In 
Convention) presented their candidates for the Presidencv 
and Vice-Presidency. So have the Constitutional Union 
party (as it Is termed). Each party la already engaged in 
the contest. In the presence of such organizations we still 
unfortunately, exhibit a divided camp. What a melan- 
choiy spectacle ! It is calculated to cause every Democratic 
citizen who cherishes the Constitution of his countrv to 
despond, if not to despair, of the durability of the Union 
Desirous, as far as I am capable of exercising any Inllul 
ence, to remove every obstacle which may prevent a re'-to- 
ration of the peace, harmony, and perfect concord of tliat 
glorious old party to wiilch I have been Inflexibly devoted 
from early manhood-a party which, in my deliberate 
opinion, Is the only real and reliable ligament which binds 
the South, the North the East, and the West tijether upon 
const.tutional pr^nciples--no alternative was left to me 
but that which I have herein most respectfuUy communi- 
cated to you. ' "iiuuui 

For the agreeable manner in which you have conveyed 
thanks ° *"* " Convention, accept my sincere 
Very truly your friend and obedient servant. 
To Wm. H. Ludlow, of New-York, and oSer^^^'"'^''''"'^* 
The Democratic National Committee subse- 
quently nominated the Hon, Herschel V. John- 
6on, of Georgia, who accepted the position. 

MB. BELL ACCEPTS. 

D«A« Sia: Offlcla.lnformati'^^r.iirioS^^ 
Presidency by tlie National Union Convention, of which 
you were the presiding officer, was communicated to rn" 
by your letter of the llth Inst., at Philadelphia, on the 
2n •'«J""'*"f« m.V family for ray p ace of resl! 
n!«VlM''"TK*',= ind diffident as I was of my worth - 
ne8s,I d d not hesitate to signify my Intention ti accept 
the position assigned me by that distinguished and pi- 
triotlc body. But for convenience, and under a sense of 



the propriety of acting In so grave a matter with greater 
deliberation, I concluded, as I informed you at the time 
by a private not<;, to d-fer a formal acceptance until after 
my arrival at home. 

Now that I have had Ml the leisure I could desire for re- 
ilectlon upon the circumstances under which the nomina- 
tion was made, the purity of the motives and the lo'ftv 
spirit of patriotism by which the Convention was anim.v 
ted, as evinced in all Its proceedings, I can appreciate 
more justly tlie honor done me by tlie nomination; and. 
though it might have been more fortunate for the countrv 
had It fallen upon some one of the many distinguished stat^is- 
men whose names were brought to the notice of the Con. 
ventlon, rather than myself, I accept It, with all Its pos^i- 
bie responsibilities. Whatever may be the Issue of the 
ensuing canvass, as for myself, I shall ever regard It as a 
proud distinction— one worth a lifelong effort to attain- 
to be pronounced worthy to receive the highest office in 
the Government at such a time as the present, and by such 
a Convention as that which recently met In Baltimore-a 
Convention far less Imposing by the number of Its mom- 
bers, large as it was, than by their high character In it 
were men venerable .ilike for their age and their' public 
services, who could not have been called from their volun- 
tary retirement from public life, but by the strongest sense 
of patriotic duty ; others, though still in the prime of iife, 
ranking with the first men of the country by honors and 

tt".n°i"n H "'eh official posftlons. 
State and national, many of them statesmen worthy to fil 
the higliest ofiicein the government; a still greater num- 
ber occupying the highest rank In their respective profS- 

n Ti'll'""'"',f*Il"* d^ng^hed by their Intelligent 
and well-earne.1 influence In various walks of prlvatfllfe 

i!n?/' .f"'""".?"^ S*"* «PWt and one purl 

pose-the result of a strong conviction that our political 
system under the operation of a compUcatlon of disorders 
approaching a crisis when a speedy change S 
recovS o'r deth!^^' ^ '''' pbysicf 1 body. 

The Convention*, In discarding the use of platforms, ex- 
act no pledge from those whom they deem worthy of the 
highest trusts under the Government; wisely considering 
that the surest guaranty of a man's future usefulness and 
fidelity to the great interests of the country, l„ any offi 
f. »^fo'^"v ''^ ""^y <=''°sen, Is to be found in 

b s past history connected with the public service The 

ffiin'?^i„1,'"r^^ acceptance of tL nomination ofThe 
I f> itwnal Union Convention Is, that should I be elected I 
I will not depart from the spirit and tenor of my Past 
course; and the obligation to keep this pledge derive a 
force from the consideration that nonfis required 

,n,M,t";,f in'.!°n^°"'" containing the official announce- 
lent of my nomination, have been pleased to ascribe to 

i.iteer. You have likewise givm me credit for a uni- 
f!.rm support of all wise and beneficent measures of lecis- 
lation, for a firm resistance to all measures calculated to 
eMgen.Jer sectional discord, and for a lifelong devot on to 
uLH.i°"' ,and prosperity of these Stages; 

Whether your personal partiality has led you tooverl 
state my merits as a public man or not in your enumera- 
t on of them, you have presented a summary-a ba^fof 
all sound American statesmanship. It may be oWect«d 
he' nht-i"? " ""3 summary, in express terms of 

,1 ^"'""J' 'i"P?'^'' Constitution; but the 

duty to respect and observe them Is clearly imDiled for 
without due observance in the conduct of the Govern' 
nuin ,*'f »f Constitution, its restrictions, and require^ 
ments, fairly interpreted in accordance with its snirit 
and objects, there can be no end to sectionri discord-no 
security for the harmony of the Union. 

I have not the vanity to assume that in my past con- 
nection with tlie public service I have exeraDlified th^ 
courseof a sound American statesman; burff I havl 
deserved the favorable view taken of it n your lett«?. I 
may hope, by a faithful adherence to thrmaximl bv 
which I have heretofore been guided, not al ogef her to dli^ 
appoint the confidence and expec ations of those who 
rnn,W r,'" P'-f ■••Nation tothe pubHc ; iSd 
f, under Providence, I should be called to preside over 
he affairs of this great country as the Executive Chl^f of 

ever ste ■^.h';;f wni"!"""" "^"'^^ ability, and with what- 
ever strength of will I can command, all the powers and 

arni^rC T'''.",'-' «tatlon.shall be^^ployed 
and dli eoted for the promotion of all the great objects for 
WM ch the (iovernmentwas instituted, hut more espe' 
c a ly for the maintenance of the Constitution and Sie 
Union agH nst al imposing influences and tendenciM. 
. ? « '^"e'" without erpresKing mT 

g . gratificat...n at the nomination to the Secon.l offic^ 
under the Oovernmeut, Of the eminently-glfted "nd di^ 



214 



A POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860. 



ttngulshed statesman of Massachuaett?, Edward Everett, 
a gentlemen lield by general consent to be altogeilier 
worthy of the first. 

Tendering my grateful acknowled<;ment3 for the kind 
and compliiiientury munner in whicli you were pluased 
to accompany ihe communication oi' my nomination, 1 
am, dear .-ir, with the higliest respect, 

Your obedient servant, JoHS Bell. 

To the Hon. Wasuisgton Udnt. 

MR. ETKRETT's acceptance. 

Boston, May 29, 18G0. 

Mt Dbar Sib : I have duly received your letter of the 
lltli, in which you inform me officially, that the National 
Union Convention, recently in session at Baltimore, had 
done me the honor to nominate me as its candidate for 
the oflice of Vice-President of the United States. 

I am deeply impressed with this manifestation of the 
favorable opinion of the Convention, comprising as it did 
among its members so many persons distinguished for 
public service, patriotism and intelligence; and fairly 
representing a considerable portion of the conservative 
feeling of the country. For the great cordiality with 
which, as you inform me, my name was proposed and 
received, my warmest thanks are due. 

The grateful acceptance of such a nomination would, 
under ordinary circumstances, be a matter of course ; 
but it has unavoidably been with me the subject of long 
and anxious hesitation. The grounds of this hesitation I 
owe it to the Convention which has honored me with 
tyds mark of its confidence, and to myself, to explain ; 
loath as I am to dwell on matters of personal interest 
of no importance to the public. 

It Is generally known that I have, for some years 
past, retired from active participation in political life, 
no?/, as I hope I have shown, from indolence or want of 
sympathy with my fellow-citizens in the pursuit of the 
great objects of social life. The reasons of my retire- 
ment have been more than once publicly stated, and I 
beg to repeat them here from my speech at the Union 
meeting in Faneuil Hall last December : 

"I did not suppose that anything could occur which 
vould make me think it my duty to appear again on this 
platform, on any occasion of a political character ; and 
had this meeting been of a party nature, or designed to 
promote any party purposes,! should not have been 
here. When compelled, by the prostration of my health, 
five years ago, to resign the distinguished place which I 
then filled in the public servlce,it was with no expectation, 
no wish, and no inteniion of ever again mingling in the 
scenes of public life. I have, accordingly, with the par- 
tial restoration of my health, abstained from all partici- 
pation in political action of any kind ; partly because I 
have found a more congenial, and, as I venture to think, 
a more useful occupation, in seeking to rally the alfec- 
tions of my countrymen. North and South, to that great 
name and precious memory which are left almost alone 
of all the numerous kindly associations which once 
bound the different sections of the country together, and 
also because, between the extremes of opinion that have 
long distracted and now threaten to convulse the coun- 
try, I find no middle ground of practical usefulness, on 
wtdch a friend of moderate counsels can stand." 

It having been suggested to me, notwithstanding these 
avowals, that I might be thought of, at the Union Con- 
vention, as a candidate for the Presidency, I requested, 
by telegraphic message and by letter, that my name, if 
brought forward, might be withdrawn. It is true that in 
these communications I had only in view a nomination 
to the Presidency, none other having been suggested to 
me ; but all the reasons above indicated, which led me 
in advance to decline such a nomination, apply with 
equal force to the Vice-Presidency. These reasons, of 
course, still exist in unimpaired force, and I cannot now 
take an active part in politics without abandoning a 
deliberately formed purpose, and even exposing myself 
to the suspicion of insincerity in its persistent avowal. 

Without dwelling upon these considerations, of which, 
however, I am sure the weight will be admitted, I beg 
leave to advert for a moment to my connection with the 
movement for the purchase of Mount Vernon, to which 
your letter alludes in such obliging terms. The favor 
Thich has attended my exertions in that cause (if I may 
without indelicacy say anythingon that subject) has been 
mainly the result of my known and recognized discon- 
nection from party politics. If it could have been' even 
plausibly insinuated that I was, or intended to become, 
a candidate for high political honors, 1 should, fn my 
various excursions in aid of that fund, have laid myself 
open to the imputation of speaking one word for Mount 
Vernon and two for myself. As it is, the people through 
out the Union have generously given me credit for hav- 



ing a single eye to that meritorious object. As far as tht 
purchase of Mount Vernon is concerned, tnat object has 
been effected, under the judicious and efiicient man- 
agement of the Kegent and Vice-Kegents of the Asso- 
ciation, with the aid of their intelligent and active assist- 
ants throughout the Union. But a sum of money equal 
to that already raised is still wanting for the repair of 
the Mansion, the inclosure of the land purchased, the 
restoration of the house and grounds, as far as practi- 
cable, to their condition in 1800, and the establishment 
of a permanent fund for their conservation. I own 
that I am desirous still to enjoy the privilege of coupe- 
rating in this noble work, wh.ch, however, it will be im- 
possible for me to do to any advantage, whatever may 
be the result of the present canvass, if I am drawn into 
the vortex of a strenuously contested election. There 
are many paris of the country which I have not yet 
visited. I had promised myself a rich harvest from the 
patriotic liberality of the States on the Gulf of Mexico, 
und of those on the Mississippi Kiver (which I have not 
yet been able to visit, with the exception of Missouri, 
through often kindly invited), and I confess that It is 
very painful to nie to withdraw from that broad field 
of congenial labor to tread the thorny and tlianlclm' 
paths of ])o!itics. 

Apart from the pecuniary aspects of the case, which, 
however, are of considerable importance, I will caudidly 
say that in holding up to tlie admiring veneration of the 
American people the peerless name of Washington, 
(almost the only bond of fraternal sentiment which the 
bitterness of our sectional controversies has left us), I 
feel as if I was doing more good, as far as I am able to 
do any good, and contributing more to revive the kindly 
feeling which once existed between North and South, 
and which is now, I grieve to say, nearly extinct, than I 
could possibly do by engaging in the wretched scramble - 
for office— which is one great source of the dangers tiiat 
threaten the country. 

These considerations, and others of a still more personal 
nature, have necessarily occasioned me to reflect long and 
anxiously, before accepting the nomination with which 
the Union Convention has honored me. In yieldmg at 
length to the earnest solicitations which have been ad- 
dressed to me, from the most respectable sources in almost 
every t)art of the Union, I make a painful sacrifice ot 
iuulination to what I am led to believe a public duty. It 
luis been urged upon me, and I cannot deny that such is 
my own feelings, that we have fallen upon times that call 
upon all good citizens, at whatever cost of personal con- 
venience, to contribute their share, however humble, to 
the public service. 

1 sui)pose it to be the almost universal impression — it Is 
certainly mme — that the existing state of affairs is ex- 
tremely critical. Our political controversies have sub- 
stantially assumed an almost purely sectional character- 
that of a fearful struggle between the North and the 
South. It would not be difficult to show at length tlie 
perilous nature and tendency of this struggle, but I can 
only say, on this occasion, that, in my opinion, it cannot 
be much longer kept up, without rending the Union. I 
do not mean that either of the great parties in the country 
desires or aims at a separation of the States as a final 
object, although there are extremists in considerable 
numbers who have that object in view. While a potent 
and a baleful inffuence is exercised by men of this class, 
in both sections of the Union, a portion of the conserva- 
tive masses are Insensibly and gradually goaded into con- 
currence with opinions and sentiments with which, in tlie 
outset, they had no sympathy. Meantime, almost wholly 
neglecting the main public interests, our political contro- 
versies turn more and more on questions, in reference to 
wliich, as abstract fornmlo:, the great sections of the 
country differ irreconcilably, though there is notlihig 
practically important at stake which requires the discus- 
sion to be kept up. These controversies are carried on 
with steadily increasing bitterness and exasperation. The 
passions thus kindled have already led to acts of violence 
and bloodshed, approaching to civil war in the Territories, 
and attempted servile insurrection in the States. The 
great religious and philanthropic associations of the coun- 
try are sundered, and the kindly social relations of Nortli 
and South seriously Impaired. The national House of 
Keprescntativcs, hovering on the verge of anarchy, re- 
quires weeks to effect an organization, which ought to be 
the work of an hour, and it holds its sessions (many of Its 
members, I am told, armed with concealed weapons), on 
tlie crust of a volcano. The candidates for the Residency 
representing respectively the dominant sectional ideas, 
will, at the ensuing election, in all probability, be sup- 
ported by a purely geographical vote. In other words, 
we are already brought to a pass, at which North ana 
South cannot and will not coiiperate in the periodical 
reorganization of the Government. 
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Can such a stato of things long continue, especially 
with the ever-preaeut risk of new causes of exasperation ? 
I own it seems to me impossible, unless some healing 
course is adopted, that the catastrophe, which the mass of 
good citizens deprecate, should be much longer delayed. 
A spirit of patriotic moderation must be called into action 
fJiroughout the Union, or it will assuredly be broken up. 
Unless the warfare of Inflammatory speeches and incen- 
di'.iry publications is abandoned, and good citizens, as in 
1770 and 1787, North and South, will agree to deal with 
the same elements of discord (for they existed then as now), 
lis our Fathers dealt with them, we shall but for a very 
few years longer be even nominally brethren of one family. 
The suggestion that the Union can be maintained by the 
numerical predominance and military prowess of one 
section, exerted to coerce the other into submission, is, in 
my judgment, as self-contradictory as it is dangerous. It 
comes loaded with the death smell from fields wet with 
brothers' blood. If the rital principle of all republican 
jtovernment " is the consent of the governed," much more 
does a union of coequal sovereign States require, as its 
basis, the harmony of its members and their voluntary 
cooperation in its organic functions. 

Believing, for these reasons, that healing counsels must 
be listened to, if we are much longer to remain one people, 
I regard the late National Union Convention as a move- 
ment in the right direction. 1 could wish that it had beeu 
earlier assembled; with less exclusive rererencetoofBcial 
nominations, and with a more comprehensive representa- 
tion, if possible, of the conflicting opinions of the country. 
On general principles and in ordinary times, I admit that 
third parties are objectionable, but in the existing state 
of affairs, If there is to be any escape from tlie present ill- 
omened conflict, it would seem that a commencement 
roust he made with such a meeting as that of the 9th and 
10th, at Baltimore. It was a fair representation of the 
conservative opinion of the country ; and the calmness, 
gravity and good feeling with which its proceedings were 
conducted, cannot be too highly praised. 

In adopting as its platform the Constitution without 
note or communti the Convention, as it seems to roe, pur- 
sued a wise and patriotic course. No other course was 
thought of in the earlier days of the Republic. Elec- 
tioneering platforms are almost without exception equivo- 
cal and delusive. It is objected that men differ as to the 
meaning of the fundamental law; but they differ not less 
as to any gloss or commentary. The Constitution, in its 
fair and natural interpretation, is the only basis on which 
good citiz-ns in every part of the country can now unite; 
a<id any attempt to go further will usually have no other 
effect than to cause those who agree on great practical 
principles to differ on metaphysical subtleties, or tn bring 
tosether, by artfully constructed phrases and from selfish 
motives, ttiose who have nothing else in common. 

The candidate for the Presidency, presented by the 
Union Convention, is every w«y worthy of confidence and 
support, I speak from personal knowledge and long asso- 
ciation with him in the public service. Ills distinguished 
talent, large experience in public affairs, proved integ- 
rity and sterling patriotism furnish the amplest pledge for 
an honest and efllcieat administration of the government 
at home and abroad. A citizen of the South, and loyal 
to her constitutional rights, his impartial and conciliatory 
course as a public man affords a ground on which he can 
be supported in either section of the country, without 
dereliction of principle, and by men of ail parties, without 
a painful sacrifice of former preferences. 

Deeply regretting that the Convention has not put it in 
my power to pay an equally cordial and emphatic tribute 
to some worthy candidate for the Vice-Presidency, but 
feeling it a duty to give the desired proof of sympathy 
with their patriotic efforts to restore the happy days of 
brotherly concord between the different sections of our 
beloved country. 

I remain, dear sir, sincerely yours, 

EOWABO EVKBETT. 
' MR. EVERETT ON SUMNER. 

Soon after the brutal assault on Charles Sum- 
ner, in 1856, Mr. Everett, in some remarks 
delivered at Taunton, Mass., referred to the 
subject as follows : 

The civil war, with its horrid train of pillage, fire, and 
slaughter, carried on, uoithout the slightest provocation, 
against the infant settlements of our brethren on the fron- 
tier of the Union ; the worse than civil war which has for 
months raged unrehuked at the Capital of the Union, and 
has at length, by an act of lawless violence, of which I 
Itnow no parallel in the history of Constitutional Govem- 
meut, stained tlie floor of the Senate chamber with the 



blood of an unarmed, defenceless man, and he a Senator 
of Massachusetts : if by laying down my life this hour, I 
could iindo what has been done the last two years (begin- 
ning with the disastrous repeal of the Missouri Compro- 
mise) to embitter the different parts of the country against 
each other, and weaken the ties which unite them, I would 
willingly, cheerfully, make the sacrifice. 

In a letter, written subsequently, in explana- 
tion of these remarks, Mr. Everett said — 

I have condemned from the outset, and still most 
decidedly condemn the policy of the late Administration 
towards Kansas. I opposed the Kaasas-Nebraska l>ill in 
the Territorial Committee, of which I was a member. I 
voted against the amendment to the bill by which the 
Missouri Compromise was repealed. I opposed the bill to 
the best of my ability, in a speech delivered in the Senate 
on the 8th of February, 1854, of which I send you a copy ; 
and I should have voted against it on its passage (as I 
stated in my place at the next meeting of the Senate) had 
not severe illness compelled me, at 3^ o'clock in the morn- 
ing, to leave the Senate chamber before the vote was 
taken. I informed my Southern political friends, when 
the bill was brought in, that it ought to be entitled a bill 
to " annihilate all conservative feeling in the non-slave- 
holding States." With these views of the subject, though, 
as I trust, for reasons higher than any effect on party 
politics, J/ully concurred in the main line of argument 
in Mr, /Sumner's speech. Abstaining, however, habitu- 
ally myself from all personalities in debate, and lielieving 
that they always irritate and never persuade nor convince 
I could not of course bestow ray " unqualified approbation" 
on the manner in wliich he treated the subject. 

GEORGIA ON EVERETT. 

On the accession of Gen. Harrison to the 
Presidency, in 1840, he nominated the Hon. 
Edward Everett as minister to England, and 
this nomination was resisted with great perti- 
nacity by the entire force of the Democratic 
party in the Senate, on the ground of Mr. 
Everett's Anti-Slavery sentiments, already quo- 
ted. The Whigs having a majority in the 
Senate, the nomination, after a severe struggle, 
was confirmed. Among those voting for the 
Confirmation was the Hon. James McPherson 
Berrien, of Georgia ; but his vote on this occa- 
sion was so distasteful to the people of Georgia 
that the legislature of that State adopted the 
following resolve : 

Resolmed, That the opinions publicly proclaimed by 
Edward Everett, now minister to England, of the power 
and obligation of Congress to abolisli Slavery in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to interdict the slave-trade between the 
States, and to refuse the admission into the ITnion of any 
Territory tolerating Slavery, are unconstitutional in their 
character, subversive of the rights of the South, and if 
carried out, will destroy this Union ; and that the lion, 
John McPherson Berrien, In sustaining for an Important 
appointment, an individual holding such obnoxious senti- 
ments, has omitted a proper occasion to give an efficient 
check to such sentiments, i;.nd in so doing has not truly 
represented the opinions or wishes of the people of 
Georgia, of either political party. 

The vote of the legislature on the adoption 
of this resolve was : In tlie Senate, Ayes 40 ; 
Nays 0. In the House, Ayes 101 ; Nays 40. 

JUDGE DOUGLAS ON THE MISSOURI COMPROMISK. 

In a speech delivered at Springfield, III., in 
1849, Senator Douglas, in speaking of the Mis- 
souri Compromise, saitl : 

It has received the sanction of all parties in every sec- 
tion of the Union, it had its origin in the hearts of all 
patriotic men who desired to preserve and perpetuate 
the blessings of our glorious Union — an origin akin to 
that of the Constitution of the United St4ites, conceivr*] 
in the same spirit of fraternal affection, and calculated to 
remove forever the only danger which seemed to threaten 
at some distant day to sever the sacred bond of Union. 
All the evidences of public opinion seem to indicate that 
this Compromise has become canonized in tlie hearts of 
the American people as a sacred thing, which no ruthlesi 
hand would he reckle^s eii0Ut;h to disturb. 
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Fremont over Buchanan, 28,299; Pierce over Scott, 9,066; Cass over Taylor, 4,755; Polk over Clay, 11,841; 
Harrison over Van Buren, 411. Mr. James G. Birney received 194 votes in thia State, in 1840. 
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Fremont over Buchanan, 5,656; Pierce over Scott, 18,860; Cnss over Taylor, 12,982; Polk over Clay, 9,294; 
Van Buren over Harrison, 6,598. Mr. Birney received 126 votes in 1840. 
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Premontover Buchanan, 4,787; Pierce over Scott, 1.109; Taylor over Cass, 8,133 ; Clay over Polk, 2,466 ; HarAon 
rrer Tan Buren, 1,977. Mr. Birney received 42 votes in 1840. 
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Fremont over Buchanan, 68,950; Scott over Pierce, 8,114; Taylor over CasB, 25,789; Clay over Polk, 14,572 ; 
Harrison over Van Buren, 20,930. Mr. BIrney received 1,621 votes in 1840. 
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Fremont over Buchanan, 28,992; Scott over Pierce, 9,129; Taylor over Cass, 12,174; Clay over Polk, 8,729; 
H.-urison over Van Buren, 14,422. Mr. Bimey received 819 votes In 1840. 



COUNTIES. 


Vep. 


Dm. 


Am. 


Whiq. 


Dem. 


F. Soil. 


Whiq. 


Frem't 


liiic'aii 


Fill're. 


Scott. 


Pierce. 


Hale. 


Taylor. 




547 


684 


160 


840 


751 




472 




486 


1543 


797 


926 


1414 




1004 


Burlington 


8149 


8682 


1584 


8S20 


8796 


114 


8893 




817 


1766 


2088 


1668 


1696 


27 


1967 


Cape May 


177 


812 


497 


604 


852 




657 


Cumberland . . . 


642 


1574 


1231 


1371 


1312 


2 


1666 




4760 


6845 


4838 


6242 


5681 


85; 


5097 


Gloucester .... 


639 


986 


18S0 


1221 


1088 


65; 


1297 




1702 


2574 


1411 


1596 


1645 


3 


1434 


Hunterdon .... 


1554 


8496 


1106 


2290 


8678 




2191 




2155 


2867 


1064 


2653 


2569 


2i 


2681 




1209 


2463 


1988 


2495 


2401 




2469 


Monmouth .... 


1003 


8819 


1815 


1806 


3179 


6 


8119 




2310 


8003 


696 


2549 


2S00 


25 


2889 




892 


660 


804 


1102 


667 




Un 




1422 


1618 954 


1670 


1825 




1749, 




4.32 


1769 1516 


1724 


1768 


'\ 


1702 




1295 


1846 709 


1814 


1680 




2028 




1601 


1 8054! 81 


1177 


8184 


9 


1211] 




1596 


1 2877| 446 


1574 


2769 


10 


1634 




28388 


46948^ 24115 


88656 


44305 


850 


40015, 

: 



Dem. 
Caas. 



780 
1262 
8014 
1286 

226 
1819 
2824 

682 

760 
8220 
2053 
1807 
8460 



FreeD. 
Van B. 



15 

80 
28 



127 

88 
60 
9 

26 
129 
4 
91 

zed. 
120 

2Q 

46 
18 



819 



Whig. 
Clay. 



493 
979 
8730 
1448 
780 
1649 
6471 
1411 
1129 
2544 



2821 
8221 
2903 

1602 
1775 
2189 
1295 
1645 



Dem. 
Polk, 



848 
1440 
8017 
1208 

814 
1871 
8655 

902 

703 
8886 
1577 
2028 
8434 
2466 

1291 
1493 
19781 
8490 
SS99 



Bimey. 



88318 87495 181 



Wliig. 
Ha'bon 


Dem. 
VanB, 


425 


846 


977 


1846 


8417 


2405 


UnorR 


anized 


696 


194 


1497 


1190 


4636 


2832 


2333 


1778 


732 


601 


1880 


2788 


2022 


1494 


2014 


1*688 


2953 


2880 


2509 


2160 


1862 


962 


15S2 


1802 


1721 


1845 


1171 


2982 


1419 


246G 


83351 


81084 



Buchanan over F'cmont, 18,605; Pierce over Scott, 6,749 ; Taylor over Cass, 8,114; Clay over Polk, 828 ; Hanlson 
over Van Buren, 2,817. Mr. Bumey received 69 votes in 1840. 
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OHIO. 





1856. 


1 

1853. 1 


1848. 


1844. 


1840. 


COCNXIEa 


































_ 

Denx* 


Am 


Wn\g. 






Wtog, 








_ 




tV/nff. 


pern. 


i 






'ill're. 


•Scott. 


lerce 


Usle. ' 




Cass. 


fan B. 


Clay. 


Folk. 


Jirucj 




nn It. 


AfliltTlQ 


1407 


1790 


278 


1213 


1736 


233 


1259 


1690 


196 


1252 


1611 


87 


1205 


1441 


Allen 


1415 


1508 


94 


958 


1536 


23 


728 


1070 


2 


779 


1062 


9 


763 


888 




1912 


20S9 


89 


1368 


2434 


297 


Un< 


>rgani / 


sed. 


8388 










51US 


975 


252 


2174 


1075 


2502 


1124 


878 


2467 


1123 


637 


8738 


896 




2299 


1350 


154 


1751 


1083 


864 


1846 


1509 


820 


2050 


1425 


220 


2094 


1322 




912 


1604 


88 


638 


1480 


24 


Un< 


jrguni 


sed. 












li(»]irinnf. 


1S17 


2810 


1753 


2786 


2694 


454 


2723 


2892 


S48 


8140 


2821 


184 


8166 


2603 


lirowQ 


1785 


2700 


428 


1702 


2460 


898 


1V71 


2557 


403 


1798 


2842 


130 


1798 


1989 


Uutler 


2301 


8509 


296 


2210 


8579 


122 


1959 


8636 


881 


2168 


8546 


61 


2101 


8192 




1760 


1255 


87 


1543 


1855 


242 


1403 


1395 


845 


1701 


1584 


140 


1677 


1545 




1995 


1711 


820 


1994 


1687 


206 


1878 


1508 


830 


2069 


1409 


32 


2062 


1207 


Clark 


2C41 


1539 


168 


2662 


1874 


188 


2506 


1876 


208 


2477 


1156 


43 


2381 


895 




218S 


2741 


781 


2213 


2765 


409 


2204 


2833 


404 


2189 


2627 


105 


2044 


2815 




2117 


1170 


240 


1424 


1063 


702 


1233 


1122 


785 


1736 


1187 


172 


1847 


1006 


r!Aliimht!iiin. 


S516 


2497 


96 


2237 


2911 


993 


1860 


2782 


865 


8416 


8743 


217 


3600 


8650 




2162 


2281 


66 


1798 


2618 


73 


1814 


2422 


137 


1886 


2281 


60 


1830 


2009 




1685 


2151 


82 


1074 


2106 


68 


952 


1678 


90 


1197 


1734 


8 


1009 


1206 




6360 


4446 


296 


2944 


8571 


2107: 


1776 


2368 


2594 


8331 


2388 


812 


8102 


1814 


Parke 


20S6 


1938 


209 


1719 


1797 


92 


1508 


1054 


81 


1408 


1409 


26 


1803 


1071 




821 


895 


88 


554 


896 


43 


Un 


organ! 


zed. 














2367 


1649 


230 


2083 


1691 


891! 


1866 


1574 


268 


2548 


2017 


lis 


2860 


1644 


Erie 


2258 


1377 


76 


15S9 


1404 


275 


1409 


999 


681 


1458 


1261 


60 


1824 


1042 




1700 


8233 


711 


2117 


3311 


10; 


2433 


8515 


42 


2542 


8637 


10 


2468 


8318 


Fayett-e 


1209 


680 


873 


1221 


893 


166 


1157 


946 


128 


1229 


878 


67 


1182 


771 


8488 


8791 


674 


8498 


3662 


242; 


8199 


8029 


284 


2965 


2498 


72 


2S86 


1774 


Fulton 


1098 


772 


64 


687 


727 


71 1 


Un 


organ! 


zed. 












GaUia . . . • 


610 


1341 


1206 


1067 


1103 


135] 


1680 


1081 


95 


1484 


957 


81 


1479 


725 


Mdiu^cli • » • • • • 


2094 


575 


58 


1147 


664 


1489 


872 


922 


1873 


2274 


1101 


233 


2310 


921 




8032 


1465 


214 


2430 


1490 


600 


2035 


1206 


644 


2422 


1880 


126 


2321 


1173 




2392 


1932 


210 


1941 


1809 


504' 


2375 


2504 


489 


2746 


2628 


218 


2606 


2186 




9346 


13051 


66S0 


9252 


13435 


684 


9018 


10334 


1986 


7201 


8988 


298 


5878 


6835 


JIACaliWwvIh « • • • 


1773 


1944 


87 


1076 


1617 


80 


1016 


1501 


22 


907 


1247 


2 


693 


1063 




1091 


882 


82 


882 


847 


741 


696 


605 


01 


510 


495 


6 


481 


876 


TTiirrlsnn 


2060 


1473 


110 


1723 


1462 




1564 


1658 


543 


2039 


1750 


190 


2008 


1789 


Tr*»nrv . .... 


637 


655 


22 


825 


536 


14 


217 


297 


17 


229 


245 


— 


191 


181 




1810 


2140 


894 


1932 


2290 


231 


2114 


2224 


842 


2148 


2164 


Ill 


2145 


1899 


1092 


1464 


110 


865 


1652 


21 


856 


1819 


23 


719 


1289 


Q 


64£ 


903 




12S5 


2103 


6 


1066 


2100 


42 1 


1118 


2224 


45 


1142 


2817 


0 


1109 


1908 




8468 


170S 


64 


2242 


1819 


893 


1950 


1769 


876 


2564 


2186 


188 


2291 


1581 


•T'l fWfinn ... 


938 


1883 


416 


1069 


1093 


19 


9S7 


1103 


60 


90S 


1046 


13 


794 


785 




2424 


1991 


259 


1995 


2169 


843 


2147 


2231 


455 


2885 


2354 


90 


230( 


2218 


Knox • • • • 


2735 


2437 


124 


1S74 


2692 


626, 


1910 


2890 


639 


2746 


8824 


134 


2441 


2789 


Lake . . . * 


2371 


62s 


89 


1046 


670 


1111 


777 


716 


904 


1818 


901 


109 


1881 


653 


T,n.wrpnp(* . . . . 


743 


1160 


902 


1 1299 


981 


10 


1164 


745 


63 


1140 


658 


8 


1118 


403 




8027 


8371 


417 


2779 


8569 


582 


8030 


8468 


661 


8500 


884(1 


233 


8!J57 


8516 


IjOgan ■ ■ • ■ • • • 


2093 


18-'8 


267 


1 2118 


1361 


191 


1652 


1147 


276 


1625 


1015 


93 


1574 


845 


T.Apain 


8604 


142(1 


64 


1 1332 


1554 


1777 


647 


1478 


1616 


1956 


1793 


473 


1868 


1818 




1639 


1866 


486 


123S 


1271 


129 


1293 


1197 


827 


1167 


881 


12 


981 


526 




907 


656 


475 


1400 


655 


61 


1829 


712 


60 


1269 


643 


8 


1201 


571 


a Tinni nf 


2323 


lOSI 


29 


955 


187a 


1033 


Un 


organi 


zed. 










1128 


Alnrion » . . . _ 


1367 


1275 


4 


914 


127t 


79 


1001 


1198 


55 


1425 


148C 


83 


1356 


Af*»flinn. 


2035 


1572 


28 


167!) 


1754 


1008 


1440 


1886 


1098 


2045 


1920 


220 


! 1795 


1436 




1993 


160S 


844 


157£ 


1399 


297 


1327 


1014 


805 


1841 


8S( 


41 


1284 


649 




629 


1109 


114 


60C 


831 


11 


860 


641 


16 


42£ 


812 


4 


501 


1843 


Af inml 


3171 


19S8 


159 


275^ 


2004 


230 


2542 


1822 


272 


2672 


3657 


113 


2465 


1339 




1016 


2312 


413 


997 


2422 


180 


999 


2574 


830 


121C 


2548 


114 


i 100^ 


2075 


TVf ftntfrnnprv 


4038 


4295 


891 


8S8( 


8744 


177 


8561 


8330 


804 


8388 


8101 


63 


842: 


2951 




2125 


1669 


201 


2084 


1708 


220 


2320 


244S 


814 


S051 


2077 


C4 


1301 


1910 


Af Aprrtw 


2031 


166 1 


101 


108C 


1710 


748 


Un 


organ 


zed. 










2773 




3172 


8391 


1092 


422t 


3500 


214 


4427 


83S( 


228 


4489 


8196 


86 


436? 


Noble 


1603 


1337 


154 


835 


1437 


435 


Un 


organ 


zed. 










163 




454 


477 


1 


27-1 


40( 


2 


190 


231 


45 


241 


23J 


9 


232 


T'fl.nlHlnP' 


497 


170 


6 


121 


842 


S 


70 


198 




6£ 


192 




6f 


155 




18S5 


1847 


492 


1411 


2246 


17 


1438 


2192 


19 


1527 


227J 


8 


147: 


2097 


f Iv&UiVUjr ■ • • • 


1724 


2066 


332 


2175 


2041 


85 


2110 


1960 


24 


22U 


2012 


10 


220: 


1187 


Pike 


028 


117S 


87{: 


92? 


1029 


16 


843 


909 


88 


80( 


886 


16 


65( 


647 




2983 


2072 


6 


1851 


2007 


1296 


1270 


2149 


1127 


251( 


2247 


24-1 


202- 


1968 




2249 


1561 


273 


2253 


1633 


197 


2106 


151S 


814 


2262 


1526 


70 


229! 


1381 




790 


lllC 


A 


461 


890 


61 


402 


681 


8 


451 


69? 


2 


40 


682 




2726 


2909 


63 


218f 


8234 


209 


20S7 


S171 


188 


8448 


6574 


111 


833 


4589 




2436 


2681 


68a 


8091 


246S 


,179 


8894 


230(1 


174 


8321 


238( 


90 


808 


2071 


Tt f1 1 1 Q V V 


154S 


169S 


45 


1064 


ICIS 


88 


92S 


114€ 


124 


99' 


1214 


12 


9 IS 


1 91T 




54C 


63^ 


1821 


1804 


14l''1 


29 


183S 


3206 


18 


151 S 


1090 


— 


147S 


! 749 




OKU* 






1972 


28(i; 


110 


loot 


io'il 


> 48a 


172? 


2816 






i 1616 


8hclby 


lS5t 


i 144' 


; 127 


1147 


18(!'. 


51 


1021 


im 


49 


1026 


1014 


26 


95! 


> 1027 




877( 


) 868( 


t 29 


274( 


» 86;: 


I 856 


288! 


849: 


1 676 


2952 


, 8578 


76 


270 


1 8106 




818£ 


> 174< 


( 74 


233( 


. 19' 


> 660 


1892 


18U 


• 1058 


2841 


2056 


184 


256! 


! 1646 




404J 


> 192( 


) 18 


19«J 


! 2fj { 


) 1789 


1864 


1961 


207£ 


888? 


r 8544 


I 733 


410 


1 8825 


Tuscarawas.... 


SOW 


r 265( 


! 18 


266C 


1 26,' 


> 112 


266£ 


255J 


) 164 


1 269( 


1 280S 


1 85 


233. 


3 1787 




143 


loo; 


) 263 


124£ 


> 9*: 


i 256 


103C 


79? 


r ITS 


JOOi 


71C 


82 


m 


5 677 




75f 


) 78; 


) 82 


425 


! 78- 


r 6 


22J 


! 881 


— 


16J 


i 27( 


» — 


Unorj 


janized 




88' 


I 117' 


1 51 


774 91! 


2 95 


Ur 


1 organ 


1 zed. 








261. 






26Si 


3 n7( 


} m 


28231 191! 


) 223 


252f 


i 186J 


1 402 


28221 179t 


> 85 



POFTJLAR VOTE FOR PRESIDENT. 
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OmO—iContiwued). 



COUNTIES. 


1856. 


1852. 


1848. 


1844. 


1840. 


lifp. Vein. 
Kicm'l|liiic''iiii 


jIm. 
Kill'ie 


mi;/ 
Scoil, 


fierce. 


f '. Soil. 
HhIu. 


[Tiiylor. 


Jem. 
Cam. 


Free J). 
Villi 11. 


Wliig. 
Clay. 


Bern. 
Polk. 


Abo. 
IJiniey 


! wing. 
Ilii'nuii 


Dan. 
Vnii 15. 


M'ood 

Wyandotte 

Total 


2T83' 2251 
29U4' 2U18 
1327: 1022 
1319' 933 
1247 1278 


281 
471 
49 
143 
108 


2478 
22SS 
546 
681 
990 


2189 
8148 
832 
986 
1290 


888 
149 
160 
20 
9 


2079 
2284 
828 
647 
951 


1980 
8380 
510 
686 
1059 


462 
190 
15i 
29 
46 


2194 
2759 
583 
676 
Un 


1686 
8765 
678 
670 
organ! 


151 
75 

1 

zed. 


2109 
279S 
896 
548 


1458 
8321 
407 
618 


187497 170874 


28126 


152526 


169220 


81682 


!l38360 


154775 


85854 


155067 


149117 


8050 


148167 


124782 



Fremont over Buclianan, 16,623; Pierce over Scott, 16,694; Cass over Taylor, 16,415; Clay over Polk, 5,940' 
Harrison ever Van liureu, 28,875. In 1840, 3Ir. Birney received 908 votes. 



COUNTIES. 



Albany 

Allegany 

Broome 

Cattaraugus . . . 

Cayuga 

Chautauqua . . . 

Chemung 

Chenango 

Columbia 

Cortland 

Clinton 

Delaware 

Dutchess 

Erie 

Essex 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Genesee 

Greene 

Hamilton 

Herkimer 

Jefferson 

Kings 

Lewis 

Livingston 

Montgomery... 

tiadison 

Monroe 

New York 

Niagara 

Onondaga 

Ontario 

Orange 

Oneida 

Oswego 

Orleans 

Otsego 

Putnam 

Queens 

Rensselaer 

Richmond 

Rockland . . . . 
8t. Lawrcuce. . . 

Saratoga 

Schenectady . . . 

Schuyler 

Suffolk 

Seneca 

Schoharie 

Sullivan 

Steuben 

Tioga 

Tompkins 

Ulster. 

Washington ... 

Warren 

Wayne 

Wyoming 

Westchester . . , 
Yates 

Total 





Dem. 


Am. 


niiig. 


Dim. 


F. Snil. 


Whig. 


Dim. 


FreeD. 


Wtiig. 


Dem. 


Mo. 1 


Whig. 


Dem. 


Kiem'i 


Kiie'iin 


Fill'ie. 


Scoll. 


I'icice. 


Hale. 


Tiiylor. 


Cats. 


Van |{. 


Clay. 


I'olk. 


Birney 


Ila'Auii 

' 


Van IJ. 


5016 


7751 


5801 


7246 


8368 


138 


7068 


4002 


240 < 


7109 


6916 


124 


6871 


5944 


6546 


1640 


856 


8670 


4009 


678 


2789 


1288 


2040 


3918 


8640 


435 


4182 


8882 


4297 


2106 


791 


2674 


8064 


847 


2490 


1959 


777 


2681 


2508 


106 


2395 


2181 


5166 


1778 


978 


8687 


8498 


661 


2604 


1677 


1286 


2748 


2684 


487 


2966 


2485 


7035 


1818 


1023 


4838 


4550 


916 


4318 


1034 


8979 


4908 


5202 


876 


5164 


4864 


7037 


1847 


2017 


5612 


8703 


1146 


4207 


1911 


1628 


6612 


8407 


814 


5985 


8345 


2664 


1789 


766 


2326 


8189 


839 


1943 


728 


2166 


1791 


2592 


106 


1693 


2296 


5458 


2406 


1070 


8880 


4481 


808 


8587 


2616 


1481 


4215 


4495 


243 


4386 


8995 


8818 


8020 


1981 


4142 


4455 


7 


8948 


2121 


2100 


4822 


4691 


11 


4287 


4473 


8596 


1181 


628 


2328 


2064 


655 


1879 


946 


1808 


2378 


2858 


643 


2C64 


2229 


2C59 


2184 


1311 


2286 


2812 


245 


1941 


1472 


1221 


1919 


2218 


410 


2028 


1828 


4807 


2107 


2009 


3289 


4062 


839 


2882 


790 


2908 


8071 


4280 


205 


2988 


8847 


5512 


4039 


2018 


6495 


6600 


83 


5876 


8227 


1295 


5767 


5627 


87 


5355 


5862 


6901 


7536 


5520 


8023 


7088 


610 


7647 


8360 


2357 


6905 


5050 


415 


6784 


8691 


2904 


1173 


956 


2756 


1978 


174 


2629 


1002 


1119 


2612 


1998 


143 


2017 


1789 


1469 


1600 


1145 


1747 


2074 


130 


1858 


974 


911 


1524 


1501 


98 


1440 


1110 


2593 


1374 


1034 


2171 


2070 


115 


1976 


880 


1602 


2107 


2192 


100 


1964 


1645 


8C20 


1434 


1100 


8858 


2166 


813 


2890 


1180 


1111 


8604 


2105 


298 


7057 


8809 


2164 


2846 


1533 


2803 


8242 


16 


2707 


1551 


1425 


2968 


8488 


80 


2991 


8258 


149 


250 


117 


126 


842 






With 


Ful 


ton. 




■ 


123 


222 


5074 


1650 


1230 


2679 


4220 


555 


2430 


699 


8898 


2868 


4846 


608 


8118 


4850 


8249 


8496 


1058; 
8647j 


5656 


6279 


767 


4841 


2445 


4342| 


6576 


6291 


712 


6257 


5680 


7846 


14174 


8487 


10621 


66 


7511 


4882 


817 


5107 


4648 


77 


8293 


8157 


8124 


1114 


418; 


1727 


2535 


803 


1228 


789 


12581 


1640 


2073 


154 


1718 


1755 


8597 


1652 


1979) 


4096 


8055 


808 


8730 


889 


2100, 


8773 


2709 


210 


8916 


2634 


8076 


14S5 


17131 


2995 


8373 


40 


2924 


1285 


1602 


2849 


8278 


85 


2828 


8293 


6312 


1861 


865' 


8379 


8435 


1584 


2898 


1S65 


2739 


8683 


8848 


1811 


4266 


4114 


7584 


4638 


8070, 


7467 


6314 


775 


6539 


1448 


4671 


6873 


5611 


430 


6468 


4834 


17771 


41913 


19922) 


28115 


34226 


206 


29057 


18884 


6106 


26885 


28296 


117 


20958 


21935 


8906 


1864 


19S5 


8418 


2862 


1056 


2828 


1813 


2080 


8100 


2589 


810 


2964; 2219 


1C071 


4227 


1724' 


6097 


6416 


1701 


5442 


2229 


4942 


6496 


6878 


732 


6557 


6568 


4551 


1642 


2189; 


4402 


8847 


547 


8848 


1272 


2627 


4568 


8659 


435 


4823 


8451 


4274 


8948 


2172. 


4221 


6171 


16 


4172 


8170 


14.34 


4626 


5803 


87 


4;i71 


4845 


11172 


6886 


1601 


7831 


8686 


1033 


6082 


8585 


4816 


6983 


7717 


1144 


7156| 7763 


8246 


8683 


1175 


4875 


4973 


2148 


8655 


1134 


4254 


8771 


4882 


851 


4192 8907 


80S8 


1052 


1412 


2586 


2267 


605 


2402 


918 


1772 


2600 


2311 


2l6 


26061 2027 


6373 


8595 


1229 


4454 


6486 


643 


.8929 


8674 


1941 


4743 


6050 


413 


4856; 5581 


968 


1096 


479 


826 


1521 




816 


996 


415 


979 


1781 




920 


1583 


18S6 


2394 


2521, 


2208 


2899 


I2 


2444 


1310 SOO 


2547 


2751 




2522 


i 2550 


6153 


4415 


4548 


6185 


6563 


218 


6241 


2685 


2D80 


6360 


6618 


181 ' 


5752 


1 6424 


786 


1550 


046 


1147 


1324 


80 


1099 


860 


123 


1049 


1068 


1 


903 


1 851 


668 


1526 


937 


783 


1785 




918 


1064 


255 


794 


1679 


1 


0371 1657 


9698 


1950 


18.32 


4570 


6583 


1886 


8067 


613 


0023 


4672 


6008 


468 


4S03: 4751 


4524 


2446 


2581 


4498 


4291 


1' 


4488 


2515 


1405 


4550 


4200 


119 


44161 8b73 


1714 


787 


1218 


1654 


1900 




1716 


1069 


444 


1814 


3679 


31 


1752 


1577 


, 2542 


981 


461 


From 


Steub 


en, Ch 


cmung 


andT 


om|iki 


ns. 










2.393 


2045 


1080 


1917 


8306 




2180 


1051 


1400 


2487 


837: 


14 


2415! 8483 


2163 


1626 


1265 


2213 


2511 


200 


1767 


1360 


1523 


2827 


2569 


124 


2466: 2472 


2376 


2837 


1630 


2958 


3846 


18 


2724 


2671 


654 


2986 


8528 


111 


2895! 8345 


1690 


1583 


2037 


2054 


2681 


44 


1672 


1368 


634 


1739 


1964 


80 


14751 1679 


7270 


8217 


2084 


5286 


6880 


845 


m7 


1975 


8623 


4885 


5512 


243 


40811 4820 


8381 


2154 


4.35 


22.54 


2815 


197 


1782 


1683 


789 


1999 


2545 


90 


1925 


; 21S0 


4019 


14.S0 


1470 


8410 


8472 


862 


8008 


1270 


2648 


8845 


4018 


822 


8969, 8558 


2982 


4030 


4703 


61.33 


5916 


26 


4659 


1970 


2277 


4804 


4783 


12 


4491 


42S0 


6174 


1632 


1S48 


42.30 


8174 


451 


•4486 


1225 


2024 


5024 


8270 


838 


6071 8024 


2202 


1006 


786 


1174 


1718 


119 


1270 


1019 


618 


1830 


1791 


118 


1806. 1411 


6776 


1999 


1448 


4088 


4050 


941 


8567 


797 


8690 


8958 


4046 


568 


43091 8997 


4066 


1911 


671 


8005 


2471 


727 


2881 


1887 


1680 


2764 


2102 


442 






4450 


46O0 


3641 


4^38 


6279 


56 


4112 


2146 


1812 


4258 


4412 


19 


4083; 4354 


2994 


915 


851 


1974 


2158 


824 


1651 


862 


1483 


2056 


2110 


207 


2072; 2087 


276007 


195878|124604 


|234?.S2 


262083 


25329 


218603114818,120510 

1 1 i 


282482 237.58S 
i 1 


16S12 


225817 21262T 

i 



Fremont over Buchanan, 80,129; Pii rce over Scott, 27,201; Taylor over Cass, 104,286; Polk over Clay, 5,106] 
Harrison over Van Buren, 18,290. Mr. l.'irney received 2,808 votes in 1840* and Gerrit Smith, Land Jteform and 
Si-olitioniist received 2,546 votes in 1848. 
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COUNTIES. 


1856. 


1852. 


1848. 


1844. 


1840. 


Kiem'i 


Dam . 
.iuc'uii 


Am. 
Kill're. 




Dem. 
PicTce. 


F.Hoil. 
Hale. 


Taylor. 


Dem. 

CuSii. 


FreeD. 
VanU. 


Whig. 
Clay. 


Folk. 


Abo. 
Biroey 


^Vhig. 
Ha'ebii 


Van H. 




2226 


8311 


662 


2236 


2636 


107 


1992 


2205 


261 


1280 


1495 


149 


1617 


18.591 




15 


401 


280 


105 


296 




101 


212 


2 


81 


188 


24 


299 






153 


607 


659 


494 


485 


87 


891 


871 


43 


664 


622 


27 


613 


fi.51 




174S 


243 


27 


651 


625 


888 


414 


895 


416 


875 


898 


63 


220 


222 




169 


903 


433 


445 


6G1 




408 


666 


20 


829 


651 




SOI 






2603 


1234 


48 


712 


670 


480 


876 


806 


666 


862 


878 


160 


434 


279 




70 


891 


163 


211 


885 




216 


257 


8 


247 


268 




213 


188 




1161 


237 


158 


499 


851 


72 


426 


£22 


116 


221 


178 


10 


244 


69 




303 


914 


438 


784 


880 




761 


724 


11 


176 


92 




897 


816 




732 


650 


236 


847 


259 


____ 


213 


167 




178 


191 




154 


141 




239 


834 


299! 


856 


426 


2 


188 


254 




182 


216 





89 


147 




709 


1318 


830l 


842 


966 


6 


743 


759 


27 


625 


756 


6 


667 


6U 




29 


731 


540> 


284 


530 




207 


405 




186 


448 




218 


888 




161 


840 


862' 


875 


670 


_ 


851 


431 


8 


834 


827 


7 


826 


417 




783 


1178 


7961 


997 


783 


2 


877 


638 


6 


776 


682 




1109 


695 




902O 


5650 


842' 


2089 


8767 


793 


1708 


1622 


S120 


1117 


2027 


817 


1034 


19S9 




477 


961 


244' 


671 


827 


11 


493 


607 




425 


496 




421 


882 


Cumberland . . . 


246 


641 


235 


293 


444 




108 


102 




191 


189 




Ijnorg 


anized 




22M 


831 


75 


456 


688 


855 


228 


874 


427 


142 


242 


131 i 


172 


197 




623 


679 


873 


516 


640 


20 


378 


863 


20 


817 


861 


3 


298 


816 




13S7 


542 


2 


831 


636 


886 


813 


623 


628 


872 


651 


178 


428 


878 




952 


1842 


80S 


892 


924 


88 


829 


816 


42' 


701 


8S4 


24' 


783 


720 




176 


2S8 


810' 


291 


162 




283 


118 


19i 


885 


185 


49 


811 


212 




90 


7S4 


163' 


175 


627 




9P 


880 




82 


864 




62 


207 




6S 


947 


799 


437 


678 





407 


452 




414 


653 




442 


645 




6 


1051 


251' 


196 


709 





139 


459 





102 


684 




71 


542 




2021 


2724 


893 


1S43 


2192 


298 


1635 


1084 


871 


1484 


1587 


8 


1253 


1847 




24 


764 


423 


824 


692 




286 


637 


6 


406 


1115 




600 


12S6 




245 


1566 


719 


864 


1297 


12 


853 


1128 


86' 


800 


1246 


_ 


870 


1175 




923 


618 


6 


249 


883 


64 


12a 


207 


68' 


49 


91 


7 


Cnorg 


anized 




1135 


162 


223 


754 




125 


473 


_ t 


125 


573 




126 


657 




1120 


2011 


999 


12S6 


14C6 


34 


1087 


1074 


67' 


747 


1899 


1 


1318 


661 


Hardin 


4 


832 


229 


244 


212 




284 


287 


_ 


136 


165 




154 


182 


Henderson .... 


757 


610 


158 


547 


414 


84 


403 


291 


65' 


428 


294 




Cnorg 


anized 




1924 


876 


47 


857 


475 


91 


189 


80 


22s' 


147 


166 





102 


86 




750 


460 


lOS 


878 


482 


22 


268 


822 


28 


204 


281 





154 


175 




14 


1056 


822 


847 


681 




177 


248 


6 


182 


847 





210 


887 




823 


679 


158' 


253 


461 




154 


223 




143 


276 





78 


178 




60 


1278 


426 


895 


865 




280 


605 


~2 


227 


61)3 


1 


210 


737 




8S7 


702 


580 


661 


664 


89 


680 


464 


93 


555 


458 


48 


517 


860 


Jo Daviess 


2110 


1509 


44 


1431 


1425 


122 


1772 


1892 


134 


1614 


1635 


14 


1079 


680 




2 


1144 


74 


135 


751 




67 


290 




32 


8^2 


_ 


109 


440 




8570 


912 


29' 


1160 


1808 


642 


855 


788 


1220 


748 


1046 


299 


810 


774 




1386 


25S 


60 


Un 


organ] 


zed. 




















1622 


834 


13 


515 


582 


2.52 


892 


873 


547 


857 


479 


142 


Unorg 


anized 




2351 


1490 


277 


lOSO 


1119 


891 


830 


727 


392 


746 


639 


162 


740 


641 




2S47 


55S 


10 


097 


812 


619 


821 


446 


loss 


886 


620 


181 


231 


267 




8721 


2665 


121 


1204 


1894 


652 


862 


1283 


873 


427 


611 


126 


1080 


1688 




89 


729 


63;j 


510 


6S9 




464 


632 




427 


611 




676 


697 




1S04 


601 


82 


478 


673 


77 


SCO 


807 


135 


244 


815 


Is 


241 


280 




6S5 


480 


72 


16-1 


214 


12 


82 


130 


4 


66 


109 




aj 


78 




655 


823 


4'<4 


663 


489 




4G5 


869 


4 


810 


251 




260 


•167 




5(10 


821 


893 


855 


486 


~7 


253 


823 


6 


22t 


828 





250 


877 




823 


177S 


1010. 


841 


1196 


74 


710 


898 


96 


641 


974 


6 


632 


812 


1111 


1451 


1658' 


1.548 


1715 


81 


1820 


1.503 


162 


1667 


1496 


12 


1704 


1186 




1.50 


ILOO 


413 


286 


762 


28 


227 


639 


15 


132 


722 


6 


174 


573 




lOflS 


M4 


115 


M6 


579 


61 


804 


822 


41 


237 


'ifA 




209 


188 




267 


737 


553 


561 


621 


6 


891 


403 


7 


2.\5 


2.54 




Unorg 


anized 




,0 


630 


251 


263 


449 




204 


303 




165 


898 




Unorg 


anized 


M'Donough.... 


590 


1370 


864 


840 


833 


9 


4.391 416 


25 


4,58 


493 


4: 


472 


427 




2S69 


945 


43 


6866 


1199 


64.5 


618 


623 


1016 


493 


668 


74 


&46 


271 




1987 


1517 


660 i 


256 


1058 


40 


7.58 


626 


94 


636 


477 


22 


0».'i 


531 




109 


8.M 


668' 


&14 


698 


1 
* 


605 


48? 


1 


897 


373 




4U 


874 




1141 


769 


140' 


675 


49 B 


92 


436 


815 


90 


410 


821 


12 


315 


193 




346 


900 


518' 


294 


1125 




855 


646 




804 


740 




370 


563 


Montgomery. . . 


16? 


992 


636 


415 


655 


9 


882 


6a3 


18 


355 


661 




311 


620 




96j 


16.56 


885' 


1397 


1411 


1.58 


1372 


1309 


189 


1443 


1421 


89 


1533 


1293 


Moultrie 


154 


432 


805 


292 


26:1 




248 


191 




196 


204 




Unorg 


anized 


Ogle 


2469 


734 


2'i9; 


899 


765 


294 


6S2 


430 


418 


605 


3s;5 


95 


491 


266 




2082 


2459 


3911 


1556 


1805 


2.52 


1237 


1161 


863 


6-46 


1169 


55 


744 


767 




200 


671 


4.33 


277 


664 


59 


m 


344 


44' 


219 


477 


22 


174 


831 




85 


810 


8.50 


192 


161 




132 


1.38 


_ 1 


81 


120 




Unorg 


anized 




1053 


2163 


1010 


1745 


1762 


'14 


1609 


1636 


159 


1411 


1456 


11 


1149 


1037 




11 


8.55 


214 


820 


4.S9 




224 


2;34 




201 


843 




891 


26S 




21 


478 


160 


112 


246 




84 


141 




90 


208 




Unorg 


anized 




532 


807 


115: 


800 


248 


2;io 


266 


185 


299 


2.37 


228 


140 


2.59 


151 




709 


1222 


646; 


675 


814 


220 


680 


689 


800 


713 


771 


114 


715 


817 




89 


786 


440l 


174 


109 




821 


281 




289 


822 




Unorg 


anized 


Rock Island . , . 


1489 


1114 


276; 


761 


636 


96 


683 


431 


96 


466 


397 




426 


224 




4 


1004 


229; 


209 


633 




122 


812 




Un 


organi 


zed. 




1249 




1174 


m5 


1612 


2125 


1606 


22 


1943 


1836 


47 


1837 


1371 




2000 




3&S 


1369 


570 


844 


930 


16 


807 


804 


34 


610 


743 




782 


611 




18S 


848 


686 


730 


708 


8 


798 


(49 


15 


670 


610 


"7 


685 


575 



POPULAR VOTE FOK rRESIDENT. 



221 



ILLINOIS— (Continued). . 



COUNTIES. 



1856. 



Shelby 

StBrk 

St. Clair . . . . 
Stephenson , 
Tazewell . . , 

UDion 

VeruiUion .. , 

Wabash 

Warren 

Wasliuigton 

Wayne 

White 

Whiteside .. 

Will 

Williamson . 
Winnebago . 
Woodford .. 

Total 



Rep. 
Kiem'l 



152 
718 
1996 
1907 
1028 
46 
1506 
122 
12s2 
244 
129 
27 
1902 
2993 
10 
8686 
696 



Dem. 
Hiic'nn 



1414 
858 
1728 
1308 
1318 
1283 
1111 
481 
1117 
1132 
1218 
1002 
613 
1575 
1419 
457 
747 



Am, 
Fill'ie 



451 
152 
»(8: 

50 
7571 
246; 
194 
4S5; 
807! 
288 
402 
8451 
210i 

10 
188 

61 
189 



961S9|105843i 87444 



1852. 



Win;; I l)rm. 
ScdU. jl'ieice. 



K Soil. 
H:.!c. 



446, 

ml 

l>76 
1869 
1691 
9971 
469 
806 
251 
859 
749 
554 
1251 
844 
1028 
839 



958 
850 
2571 
1061 
869 
830 
761 
855 
761 
718 
757 
782 
018 
1450 
T99 
620 
685 



649341 80597 



82 

170' 

80! 

11 
86 

153! 
28! 
1 

151 
820 

725 
49 



1S48. 



It 

T)i\ loi. 



Jiein. 



8371 
214 

1109i 
730 

1097 
108 
942 
456 
637 
204 
818 
674 
891 
713 
211 
866 
186 



99661 53047 



658 
174 
2023 
763 
598 
503 
758 
808 
629 
677 
479 
613 
235 
897 
576 
240 
809 



56800 



Freel). 
Vrii B. 



1 

84 
63 

111 
96 
6 
68 
14 

140 
27 
1 

18 
279 
640 

807 
62 



15774 



1844. 



Whin. 
Clny. 



Dim. 
I'olk. 



815 
187 

1042 
488 

1011 
94 
869 
479 
600 
254 
265 
786 
884 
609 
179 
546 
159 



45528 



6S3 
206 
1945 
465 
628 
617 
768 
815 
603 
665 
687 
748 
289 
810 
766 
868 
822 



Alio. 
Hiriiey 



83 
7i 
24 
83 

28 
2 

85 
8 



47 

209 
179 
152 

8, 



1840. 



Wliiif. 



408 
, 167 
989 
871 

1181 
78 

1044 
509 
711 
149 
205 
770 
875 
753 
103 
789 



Dem. 
Villi H 



751 
154 
1783 
241 
661 

6ST 
£54 
624 
493 
500 
639 
286 
1367 
678 
821 



Unorg anized 



67920 8570, 45537 47476 



Buchanan over Fremont, 9,159; Pierce over Scott, 15,663; Cass over Taylor, 8,253; Polk over Clay, 12,892: 
Van Buren over liarrison, 1,939. In 1840, Mr. Birney received 149 votes. 



COUNTIES. 



Allegan 

Barry 

Berrien 

Branch 

Calhoun 

Caus 

Cheboygan .... 

Chippewa 

Clinton 

Eaton 

Emmet 

Genesee 

Grand Traverse 

Gratiot 

HUlsdale 

Houghton 

Huron 

Ingham 

Ionia 

Jackson 

Kalamazoo .... 

Kent 

Lapeer 

Lenawee 

Livinpton .... 

Mackinac 

Macomb 

Manistee 

Marquette 

Mason 

Midland 

Monroe 

Montcalm ... . 

Newago 

Oakland 

Oceana 

Ontonagon .... 

Ottowa 

Saginaw 

Sanilac 

Schoolcraft 

Shiawassee .... 

St. Clair 

St. Joseph 

Tuscola 

Van Ituren 

Washten.w.... 
Wayne 

Total 



Hep, Dein. Av). 
Kiem't|J!iic'iin|FIII'ie. 


Whig. 
Scott. 


I'ittrce. 


Ft aOii. 

11 Hie. 


Tayliir. 




_ 

Tree JJ, 
Van B. 


TF/i?7 
Clay. 


JJiVl. 

I'olk. 


A lilt 


%Yhiu 
Hu'^OI] 


J)cm. 
Vim B. 


1626 


1027 


! 29 


ml 


692 


66 


274 


804 


174 


828 


299 


11 


257 


174 


1495 


872 


49 


4TS 


652 


107 


248 


881 


93 


228 


241 


16 


128 


105 


1926 


1540 


182 


1017 


1284 


41 


958 


1147 


108 


71£ 


828 


85 


649 


548 


260S 


1322 


14 


1077 


1380 


202 


665 


10S4 


400 


644 


8SS 


89 


648 


610 


8495 


2151 


122 


1784 


1824 


440 


1254 


1481 


745 


135'i 


1526 


226 


1148 


1169 


1708 


1166 


41 


987 


984 


95 


788 


902 


191 


76C 


716 


59 


6701 527 


No 


retur 


n. 


Un 


organ! 


zed. 
















No 


retur 


n. 


No 


retur 


n. 


51 


48 


— 


54 


40 


— 


22 


I 40 


1858 


1084 


14 


470 


437 


146 


213 


840 


181 


255 


283 


19 


221 


144 


1888 


1228 


15 


687 


786 


225 


856 


646 


218 


410 


876 


M 


837 


229 


No 


retui 


n. 


Un 


organi 


zed. 


















2635 


1583 


1 110 


1221 


1145 


801 


876 


828 


815 


788 


676 


m 


612 


880 


157 


243 


2 


Un 


organi 


zed. 
















888 


1861 — 1 


Un 


organi 


zed. 


















8446 


1408 


1 'I 


1417 


1596 


391 


1027 


1290 


482 


958 


1084 


212 


843 


721 


201 


89S 




No 


retur 


n. 


Un 


organi 


zed. 












No 


retur n. 


Un 


organi 


zed. 
















1849 


1584 


25 


736 


992 


128 


473 


692 


882 


482 


441 


46 


254 


261 


2002 


1154 


22 


669 


864 


802 


379 


60S 


477 


418 


898 


59 


" 266 


219 


2996 


2118 


46 


1727 


1840 


484 


969 


1547 


1072 


1302 


1889 


475 


1504 


1121 


2808 


1620 


60 


1374 


1257 


411 


1010 


880 


493 


982 


828 


276 


9,54 


744 


2981 


2516 


93 


1221 


1519 


166 


652 


768 


837 


476 


664 


83 


319 


820 


1579 


995 


81 


618 


819 


142 


869 


642 


205 


899 


602 


88: 


491 


413 


4499 


2779 


167i 


2419 


2857 


040 


1886 


2171 


795 


2177 


2272 


223 


2113 


1865 


1765 


1711 


18' 


931 


1419 


188 


764 


1128 


280 


687 


1030 


108 


700 


842 


No 


retur n. 


88 


292 




61 


127 




48 


100 








2210 


1845 


80 


1058 


1634 


609 


855 


1840 


204 


968 


1859 


14o' 


982 


1124 


No 


retur 


n. 


Un 


organi 


zed. 


















79 


77 


20 


No 


retur 


n. 


Un 


organi 


zed. 












82 


12 


2^ 


Un 


organi 


zed. 
















169 


48 




Un 


organi 


zed. 


















1777 


1703 


84; 


1112 


1582 


169 


600 


1155 


898 


870 


12S8 


48 


989 


1028 


414 


285 


7 


120 


156 


6 


Un 


organi 


zed. 












No 


retur 


n. 


40 


104 




Un 


organi 


zed. 












4105 


8276 


71 


2876 


8178 


652 


1942 


2781 


698 


2225 


2838 


877' 


2872 


2366 


82 


21 




Un 


organi 


zed. 


















No 


retur 


n. 


Un 


organi 


zed. 


















1892 


998 


89: 


868 


T56 


59 


142 


269 


58 


42 


m 


17 


81 


88 


1042 


1222 


17: 


867 


694 


78 


118 


188 


47 


107 


104 




89 


100 


803 


201 


li 


106 


25?. 




Un 


organi 


zed. 












No 


retur n. 


Un 


organi 


ted. 
















1304 


1105 


86 


619 


584 


52 


281 


426 


192 


800 


269 


96 


283 


151 


1807 


l.'i21 


211 


852 


IIIO 


58 


665 


818 


82 


669 


617 




617 


446 


2324 


1475 


12! 


1164 


1259 


252 


968 


1011 


418 


935 


978 




800 


761 


442 


242 


4' 


80 


62 


84 


Un 


organ! 


zed. 












1710 


10.31 


U 


613 


771 


87 


863 


609 


117 


278 


860 


46' 


182 


251 


8J70 


2838 


109 


2274 


2604 


608 


2029 


2081 


917 


2347 


2549 


8S6 


2526 


2057 


6250 


6777 


205; 


8407 


4680 


868 


2544 


8808 


420 


2^ 


2T87 


192 


2246 


2237 


71762 


63186 


166o| 


83859 


41842 


7287 


28940 


80687 


10889 

11 


24837 


27769 


8682 

i 


22933 


21181 



Fremont over Buchanan, 19,626; Pierce over Scott, 7,988 ; Cass over Taylor, 6,747; Polk over Clay, 3432; Harrison 
over Van Buren, 1,802. Mr. Birney received 821 votes in 1840. 



i22 A rOLlTICAL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860. 



COUNTIES. 


1856. 


1852. 


1848. 


18-1.4. 


1840. 


































I lent' 


Am. 


Whig. 


Dem. 


f. Snil. 


Whir). 


Dem. 


FreeD. 


Whig. 


Dem. 


Aho. 


Whig. 


nem. 









y'ilt'ic. 


Scott. 



I'ierCB. 


lliile. 


I'u^ lur. 




Vuu ii. 


Clay. 


I'olk. 


Birney. 


Ha'euii 


Vim 11. 




413 


847 


69 


362 


672 


14 


261 


898 


1 


198 


296 




193 


153 




1598 


8211 


145 


1225 


1964 


24 


991 


1059 


13 


861 


849 





640 


309 


BarthotoDicw. . • 


1292 


1844 


142 


1245 


1512 


26 


1011 


1167 


28 


1085 


1068 


13 


982 


703 




315 


217 


8 


110 


138 


19 


60 


78 


8 


40 


69 


1 


26 


42 




238 


404 


47 


108 


203 


15 


61 


231 


28 


81 


205 


8 


77 


147 




1299 


1493 


81 


036 


1161 


109 


773 


916 


66 


816 


871 


8 


700 


6S6 




148 


681 


90 


102 


532 


— 


70 


503 


— 


59 


432 




50 


270 


aau a11 


12(51 


1344 


22 


1075 


1256 


29 


822 


1008 


76 


712 


965 


8 


699 


765 




1504 


1589 


40 


1176 


1190 


50 


881 


829 


65 


768 


671 


18 


649 


872 




492 


1U50 


1074 


1186 


1812 


24 


1200 


1510 


28 


1132 


1417 




1182 


1278 




865 


1108 


296 


474 


743 


8 


500 


784 


29 


429 


662 




898 


487 




1261 


1304 


84 


929 


1250 


75 


726 


m 


87 


645 


944 


12 


582 


693 




24 


735 


609 


602 


499 


_ 


520 


897 




462 


897 




435 


281 


Daviess 


26 


1115 


939 


720 


720 


6 


735 


701 


2 


807 


764 




788 


609 




1578 


2619 


297 


1474 


2486 


89 


1378 


1801 


176 


1616 


1971 


60 


1771 


15S3 




1718 


1681) 


61 


I36i 


1394 


133 


1245 


1096 


143 


1276 


1091 


68 


1298 


759 




1097 


1247 


75 


891 


780 


164 


847 


577 


45 


269 


827 


6 


177 


163 




1736 


992 


82 


1083 


987 


11 


822 


694 


58 


940 


782 


8 


820 


5:32 




21 


1191 


236 


229 


717 


. — 


258 


679 


1 


229 


601 





264 


239 


¥?ll.lvn oi- 


1971 


1651 


18 


1063 


1343 


2S 


756 


1050 


142 


758 


964 


1 


640 


596 




11S9 


1002 


40 


1019 


872 


80 


1040 


765 


86 


1051 


908 


17 


1090 


723 


1?lA<r.1 


228 


1767 


1262 


1328 


1815 


1 


1018 


1154 


17 


956 


981 




869 


796 




• 16U6 


1588 


86 


1023 


1496 


64 


900 


1343 


138 


947 


1887 


_ 


938 


1166 




1437 


2259 


41 


1478 


1956 


80 


1411 


1695 


51 


1335 


1583 


8 


1188 


1115 




822 


835 


9 


559 


631 


6 


423 


404 


39 


844 


808 


6 


241 


103 




865 


1286 


T66 


942 


1127 


2U 


860 


802 


15 


796 


810 


8 


786 


594 




1895 


1035 


99 


699 


836 


845 


825 


623 


859 


853 


428 


197 


470 


3U4 




879 


1129 


633 


884 


944 


4 


918 


921 


6 


762 


909 




704 


m 


I f ^ 1 1 k A n 


1748 


1185 


8S 


971 


901 


401 


8119 


805 


817 


859 


766 


189 


972 


683 




962 


1343 


24 


828 


1002 


40 


665 


806 


40 


719 


786 


2 


721 


637 




873 


16S1 


623 


1284 


1278 


— 


1277 


1047 


1 


1252 


1144 


.... 


1285 


861 




16S0 


1878 


74 


1252 


980 


156 


1158 


775 


173 


1262 


844 


26 


1190 


ti.'i2 


[lenry 


2741 


1229 


49 


1559 


1226 


456 


1215 


1005 


455 


1453 


1005 


188 


1652 


83i 




1057 


686 


S3 


539 


526 


165 


Un 


organ! 


zed. 












Huntington 


1232 


1181 


53 


706 


888 


8S 


457 


463 


46 


277 


816 


8i 


143 


177 


Jackson 


299 


1700 


516 


614 


1188 


— 


632 


1071 


7 


662 


1048 


1! 


680 


7»7 




683 


518 


63 


857 


847 


33 


86 


190 


123 


128 


175 


^\ 


73 


. 95 




8S3 


880 


54 


875 


600 


185 


276 


892 


142 


831 


852 


82i 


288 


265 




2314 


1936 


425 


2016 


2201 


286 


2076 


1609 


167 


1635 


1427 


601 


1674 


10-26 




1293 


1159 


172 


998 


1104 


59 


926 


734 


96 


872 


669 


14 


908 


503 




1095 


1608 


15:3 


896 


1833 


2U 


676 


1114 


46 


659 


1160 


16; 


631 


948 




557 


1512 


535 


1167 


1003 


— 


1044 


741 


8 


1079 


821 


ll 


1077 


653 




1662 


1075 


18 


1045 


988 


20 


797 


676 


64 


623 


663 


6! 


496 


829 




1406 


640 


6 


667 


677 


117 


629 


636 


114 


590 


457 


88: 


391 


225 




928 


846 


8 


236 


834 


58 


188 


208 


189 


114 


206 


6' 


115 


125 




2532 


2239 


45 


1357 


1468 


136 


1027 


877 


226 


1009 


831 


63 


1069 


640 




480 


1126 


660 


1054 


1113 


14 


1070 


1031 


18 


1019 


1085 


8: 


989 


898 




1809 


1603 


64 


1004 


1282 


63 


824 


993 


65 


818 


854 


20 


911 


625 




8696 


8788 


205 


2153 


2599 


110 


1877 


1789 


109 


1716 


1634 


25' 


1636 


1279 


It A ...lU nil 


927 


1039 


_ 


843 


611 


66 


803 


428 


91 


199 


256 


54- 


154 


194 




76 


769 


850 


877 


619 


6 


842 


497 


7 


76 


616 


1 


811 


866 




1890 


1518 


88 


• 994 


1196 


76 


781 


770 


70 


569 


517 


— j 


812 


214 




498 


1191 


893 


622 


1085 


87 


780 


1034 


69 


721 


1118 


12 


719 


943 


Montgomery . , . 


1910 


2038 


142 


1559 


1852 


100 


1601 


1547 


109 


1450 


1521 


8 


1413 


1222 




1678 


1528 


68 


1109 


1181 


182 


986 


1029 


121 


1028 


1078 


24 


1012 


815 




1257 


1198 


48 


606 


807 


79 


497 


613 


63 


890 


438 


— 


241 


228 




104 


505 


879 


432 


455 


2 


489 


459 


6 


193 


168 





Unorg 


anized 




49 


1207 


606 


747 


1022 


8 


760 


961 


6 


707 


1036 


3 


708 


879 




487 


1289 


580 


901 


1060 


20 


832 


958 


18 


754 


883 


1 


560 


221 




1494 


1288 


192 


1312 


1084 


105 


1898 


1819 


9 


1377 


1829 


12 


1360 


943 




96 


1066 


632 


684 


659 


8 


699 


885 


8 


664 


834 




560 


221 




80 


772 


674 


63* 


6SS 


1 


619 


610 


1 


459 


491 


— 


474 


813 




847 


614 


10 


444 


627 


88 


848 


401 


7 


811 


806 


14 


220 


194 




806 


1819 


625 


784 


1433 


26 


763 


1226 


19 


673 


1164 


_ 


706 


966 


Pulaski 


841 


567 


27 


210 


833 


1 


185 


224 


1 


123 


124 


1 


61 


60 




1345 


1882 


423 


1712 


1466 


22 


1647 


1800 


10 


1640 


1367 


9 


1571 


1049 




2042 


1253 


59 


900 


993 


630 


631 


787 


628 


818 


809 


266 


1068 


653 




1425 


1661 


l&i 


1119 


1886 


113 


1114 


988 


178 


1060 


908 


89 


1000 


62ii 




1644 


1685 


83 


1507 


14S0 


119 


1142 


1892 


87 


1580 


1862 


42 


1526 


1170 




278 


693 


264 


518 


659 


11 


483 


447 


16 


4S1 


441 


1 


899 


861 




1610 


2075 


142 


1286 


1627 


27 


1121 


1414 


18 


11C7 


1842 


7 


1016 


1070 




235 


1260 


803 


685 


710 


1 


681 


471 


— 


686 


496 




689 


824 




112 


155 


7 


66 


122 


_ 


Un 


organ! 


sed. 














1215 


653 


19 


437 


643 


90 


816 


852 


194 


828 


808 


42 


288 


176 




1812 


1509 


6 


898 


1052 


174 


817 


667 


oo2 


868 


638 


83 


. 809 


444 




257 


1650 


897 


529 


1208 




465 


1142 


6 


464 


1221 


1 


417 


1014 


Switzerland.... 


228 


1121 


1040 


1184 


1147 


7 


im 


1106 


44 


961 


1006 


8 


1023 


785 


TlppecEDoe. ... 


2778 


2807 


46 


1918 


2446 


143 


1269 


1628 


405 


1550 


1561 


87 


1508 


1200 




546 


788 


14 


840 


461 


7 


183 


285 


8 


100 


119 




Unorg 


anized 




T63 


710 


n 


634 


626 


149 


626 


687 


208 


6sa 


672 


CO 


760 


614 


Vanderburgli . . 


872 


1880 


840 


945 


1817 




634 


667 


22 


675 


666 


1 


628 


870 




866 


824 


80 


852 


788 




880 


768 




787 


762 




847 


668 


Vigo 


1165 


1808 


888j 


16M 


1165 




1686 


862 


"67 


1516 


856 




1611 


688 



POPULAR VOTE FOR f .RESIBENT. 223 



INDIANA— {Continued.) 



OODNTIES, 


1856. 


1852. 


1848. 


1844. 


1840. 


Hep. 
Freiu'i 


Den. 
Huc*nn 


Am. 
Fill'ie. 




Pfm. 


F. Soil 
Hale. 


miff. 

Tiij'Ior. 


Dnn. 


Free I). 
Vnii 11 




Dtm. 

1 OlK. 


Mo 
Ijirjiey. 


jllll'bUII 


Dim. 
Vhii It. 


Washington ... 


1765 
1167 
107 
881 
S6SS 
726 
703 
797 


1096 
767 
1506 
17V8 
1958 
981 
746 
851 


lOS 
76 
480l 
691 
100 
16 
43 
57 


1145 
850 
487 
1093 
2804 
415 
610 
497 


959 
552 
1034 
1613 
1874 
710 
636 
663 


91 

66 
31 
11 
780 
23 
13 


847 
708 
457 
1126 
2085 
252 
206 
818 


789 
460 
802 
1643 
1432 
416 
805 
873 


140 
63 
21 
22 

889 
18 

84; 

21 


601 
779 
894 
1149 
2821 
185 
259 
222 


675 
470 
850 
1660 
1436 
806 
218 
237 


19 
10 

5 
818 
3 

2 


8071 198 
787 847 
855' C62 
11331 18M 
2469| 1253 
131 140 
206 114 
144| 141 


94375 


113670 


22886 


, 80901 


95340j 6929 


j 69907 


74745 


8100|i 678G7i 70181 


2106 


j 65802| 61604 



Buchanan over Fremont, 24,295; Pierce over Scott, 14,439; Cass over Taylor, 4,638; Polk over Clay. 2,264: 
Harrison over Van Buren, 18,698. j . . . j, , , 



COlSraSTEOTICXTT- 



COUNTIES. 


Hep. 


Dem, 


Am. 


mig. 


Dem. 


F.smi. 




Dem. 


FreeD. 


Whig. 


Dem. 


Aim. 


Whig. 


Dem. 


Frem't 


Buc'uii 


Fill'iH. 


Scott. 


I'ieice. 


llHle. 


Taylor. 


i'ans. 


Van B. 


Clay. 


I'olk. 


i;iriiey,l 

i 


Ila'^oii 


VanB. 




6233 


5589 


928 


4814 


5155 


167 


6086 


4064 


462 


6369 


4599 


142 


4871 


SS02 




8416 


7037 


309 


6329 


C689 


461 


6000 


6346 


810 


6269 


6C24 


287i 


6216 


4496 




5481 


8986 


160 


8946 


4082 


413 


3918 


8G74 


800 


4668 


4385 


368 


Am 


3606 




2887 


2964 


183 


2065 


2734 


238 


2136 


2152 


861 


2324 


2345 


130 


2276 


22T5 


Kew Haven.... 


7976 


7315 


604 


6046 


6097 


424 


6273 


4516 


806 


6516 


4726 


229, 


6100 


4012 


New London... 


6402 


8958 


850 


8361 


4079 


637 


4020 


8421 


776 


4081 


8709 


304: 


8615 


8148 




2407 


1958 


35 


1708 


2015 


202 


1665 


1612 


191 


1964 


1950 


120: 


1991 


1509 




8913 


2248 


66 


2095 


2448 


618 


2266 


2262 


799 


2620 


2644 


863j 


2790 


2188 




42715 


84995 


2615 


80359 


33249 


8160 


80314 


27046 


6005 


82882 


29841 


1948| 


81601 


26296 



Fremont over Buchanan, 7,720; Pierce over Scott, 2,690; Taylor over Cass, 8,S68; Clay over Polk, 2,991; 
Harrison over Van Buren, 6,305. Mr. Birney received 174 votes in 1840. 



E»a33srKrs-5rxjVA.isriA. 



COUNTIES. 


Hep. 


Hem, 


Am. 


Whig. 


Dem. 


F. Soil 


Vrjiiq. 


Dem. 


FreeD. 


Whig. 


Dem 


Aho. 


( 

rrhig. 


Dem. 


Fici-i'l 


Uiic'uii 


Fill're.j 


Scatt. 


Piece. 


Hule. 


Taylor. 


Cass. 


Van H. 


t/'lay. 


Pollc. 


Birii-jy. 


lla'sun 

1 


VBnB 




1120 


2637 


1249, 


2725 


2018 


81 


2576 


1762 


25 


2609 


1891 


6 


■ 2458 


1628 




13671 


9062 


14S8 


9616 


7226 


965 


10112 


6591 


779 


8083 


6748 


436 


i 7619 


4678 




2968 


2630 


188 


2093 


2430 


142 


2080 


2126 


141 


1453 


1983 


38 


1 1260 


1744 




2658 


1905 


286 


1805 


1943 


861 


2655 


28U3 


630 


2792 


2172 


270 


' 8143 


1710 


Bedford 


306 


2458 


1936 


2273 


2319 




2386 


2316 


1 


8147 


2989 


6 


! 2910 


2446 




1037 


11272 


8586 


4913 


9503 


6 


5032 


9434 


61 


i 4000 


8674 


3 


1 8582 


7425 




445 


2069 


2450 


2590 


1931 


5 


2470 


1435 


4 


; With 


Hunti 


ngdon 






6938 


2314 


101 


8526 


8930 


281 


8272 


16S9 


1780 


! 3235 


3668 


63 


j 2631 


2S44 




4682 


6517 


785, 


4928 


5766 


63 


5140 


6364 


163 


: 4S62 


62511 27 


4705 


4483 


Butler 


8401 


2648 


67' 


2838 


2533 


166 


2505 


2247 


173 


' 2247 


2112 


185 


' 2100 


1804 




804 


2987 


963 


1461 


2035 


15 


1238 


1386 




, 996 


1123 


2 


1 811 


920 


Carbon 


692 


1866 


465 


749 


1311 




8S9 


nsi 


1 


: 681 


905 




Unorg 


anized 




890 


2895 


1952 


1916 


2993 




1856 


2611 




1860 


2425 


7 


; 1443 


2242 




6303 


6333 


1448 


6700 


6520 


888 


6949 


5360 


607 


: 6070 


5550 


106 


i 6642 


4832 




783 


2760 


950 


1218 


2642 


23 


1872 


2806 


37 


; 814 


1SS3 


7 


648 


1866 


Clairfleld 


718 


1978 


604 


997 


1733 


24 


761 


1168 


23 


; 544 


874 




499 


812 




618 


1435 


682 


996 


1318 


2, 


911 


907 


1 


! 788 


875 




638 


649 




1239 


23S9 


219 


1165 


2102 




2263 


8896 


29 


: 1738 


8870 


1 


1325 


2829 




6:^60 


839! 


45 


2775 


8427 


996 


2204 


2748 


621, 


1 2636 


3834 


189 


2469 


2903 


Cumberland . . . 


1472 


8427 


1679 


2S78 


8183 




8242 


8178 


25 


i 8092 


8155 


1^ 


2791 


2696 




1615 


8094 


2489 


8673 


2675 


"29 


8706 


2254 


84 


I 8235 


2401 




3124 


2197 




1590 


2005 


1010 


20S8 


1737 


107; 


2194 


1547 


84 


' 2090 


1466 


It 


2031 


1835 


Elk 


275 


676 


62 


163 


423 


14 


134 


242 


16 


1 101 


128 


9 


Unorg 


anized 




6156 


2584 


289 


4015 


2738 


61X1 


3418 


2022 


857| 


8021 


2226 


74 


3636 


2061 




2069 


8554 


1174 


8030 


8867 




3045 


3441 




1 2S04 


8429 


85 


1 2765 


8035 




2446 


8469 


1233 


8904 


8358 


8 


4006 


8199 




8901 


8298 




1 8586 


2392 




142 


970 


666 


729 


831 


11 


Un 


orpani 


zed. 












1821 


2747 


286 


1559 


2602 


80 


1476 


2379 


62 


1418 


2854 


13 


\ 1850 


2010 


Huntingdon . . 


926 


2164 


1646 


2511 


2041 


2 


2590 


1922 


25 


4086 


2575 




i 8826 


2266 




8612 


1762 


263 


2337 


1827 


279 


2410 


1544 


204 


2200 


1443 


80 


; 1953 


1209 




1063 


1463 


615 


1115 


1484 


22 


837 


992 


• 19 


691 


731 


5 


; 476 


692 




480 


1866 


747 


659 


823 


73' 


850 


856 


1 


1089 


1262 




i 966 


1043 




6603 


8781 


4592 


11686 


6578 




11390 


6080 


163 


10295 


6943 


21 


1 9678 


6740 




8065 


1220 


96 


1984 


1064 


614 


With 


Beav 


er and 


Merc 


er. 






Lebanon 


2414 


2511 


487 


8105 


2118 


l; 


2996 


1862 


2 


2636 


1791 




1 2870 


1402 


Lehigh 


8237 


4426 


122 


2993 


8493 


2 


2978 


8199 


8 


! 2653 


2811 




2405 


2460 




4850 


6791 


868 


8339 


6840 


79, 


8516 


8991 


176 


2699 


8950 


29 


2776 


4119 




934 


8324 


1770 


2085 


2790 


6 


1992 


2244 


9 


1 2012 


2629 




1504 


2181 




812 


626 


47, 


405 


697 


78: 


867 


418 


22 


1 810 


419 




1 263 


276 



224 



A POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860. 



COUNTIES. 



1856. 



lltp. Detn.l 



I 



Mercer. 

Mifflin 

Monroe 

Montgomery . . . 

Montour 

Northampton .. 
Northumberland 

Perry. 

Philadelphia.. . . 

Pike 

Potter 

Schuylkill 

Somerset 

Snyder . . : 

Susquehanna, . . 

Sullivan 

Tioga 

Union 

Venango 

Warren 

Washington ... 

Wayne 

Westmoreland . 

Wyoming 

York 

Total 



S6S6 

2i«: 

5(i0i 
2845, 

(iUU 
1163 

560j 

52l| 
7993 

270i 
1264 
21S8I 
1453 

443 
8801 

809i 
4511 
1429, 
204ll 
2091! 
42371 
2172^ 
• 4091! 
1133. 

611 



2699 
1491: 
2275 
7134 
1271, 
5260; 
80591 
2185! 
33222; 
8C2 
667 
7085' 
1708 
1255 
2548 

633; 

lose' 

1092i 
21571 
12311 
42bS 
225s) 
5172 
11711 
6S76: 





1852. 


1848. 


1844. 


1840. 


Atiu 




I)em. 


F. fSrnl. 




Dem. 


FreeD. 


Whig. 


Dem. 


Aho. 


Whig. 


•Bern. 




.Scott. 


Pierce. 


llulK. 


Tiiylor. 


Cass. 


Viui U. 


Cluy. 


I'olk. 


Uiriiey 


Ua'suii 


Van li. 


118 


2211 


2693 


769 


2977 


8094 


1080 


2840 


2869 


604 


8247 


2386 


1060 


1892 


1620 




1543 


15S6 


26 


1518 


1519 


9: 


1220 


1269 


69 


418 


2098 




618 


1830 


8 


414 


1806 


li 


845 


1447 


2265 


4791 


5767 


160 


5040 


5627 


251 


4491 


5596 


49 


4068 


4SU9 


149 


866 


1455 




With 


Colum.bla. 












1838 


2978 


4403 


16 


8191 


4203 


88 


2776 


8870 


_ 


2846 


8383 


1340 


1019 


2451 


4 


1705 


2258 


8 


1547 


2446 


7 


1351 


2187 


1407 


1413 


2159 




1562 


2295 


5 


1370 


2321 




1072 


1970 


24US4 


24666 


26022 


626 


81229 


21508 


877 


28289 


18851 


228 


17844 


18077 


151 


202 


S34 




216 


799 


8 


151 


769 




135 


524 


6, 


268 


661 


825 


226 


468 


. 248 


240 


554 


60 


ISO 


863 


2632 


4128 


4753 


10 


4808 


8490 


85 


2571 


8404 


3 


1881 


2184 


1405 


2986 


1203 


23 


8018 


1127 


21 


2660 


1036 


6' 


2501 


765 


1064 


Un 


organ! 


zed. 


















61 


2035 


8046 


215 


1853 


2563 


SOI 


1802 


2097 


93! 


1560 


2023 


43 


177 


426 


59 


129 


803 


19 


Un 


organi 


zed. 






27 


1064 


2614 




1264 


1344 


1039 


1159 


2193 


23 


895 


1721 


180 


8081 


1994 




8129 


1656 


25 


2788 


1765 


13 


2423 


1518 


72 


1164 


1899 


204 


1061 


1683 


164 


966 


1377 


65 


855 


1276 


49 


1133 


1433 


243 


948 


1068 


136 


899 


1149 


17 


82T 


929 


265 


3810 


4061 


8T0 


8898 


8820 


468 


8872 


8973 


296 


4149 


8611 


113 


1232 


2362 


21 


997 


1642 


202 


899 


1657 


15 


675 


1188 


299 


8203 


5509 


119 


8124 


6197 


122 


2672 


4978 


71 


2778 


4704 


74 


807 


1253 


19 


861 


892 


87 


814 


899 


1 


Unorg 


anizcd 


48UI 


4700 


6585 


11 


4333 


6151 


4 


4237 


6071 


1 


3792 


4832 


82175 


jl79174 


198568 


8525 


185513 


171176j 11263 


161203 


167536 


8138 


144021 


148672 



Buchanan over Fremont, 88,200; do. over Fremont and Fillmore, 1,025; Pierce over Scott, 19,894; Taylor over 
Cass, 14,337 ; Polk over Clay, 6,832 ; Harrison over Van Buren, 349. Mr. Bimey received 848 votes in 1840, 



COL'NTIES. 



Alleghany 

Anne Arundel , 
Baltimore City, 
Baltimore Co. . . 

Calvert , 

Caroline 

Carroll 

CecU 

Charles 

Dorchester ... 

Frederick 

Harford 

Howard 

Kent 

Montgomery. . 
Prince George. 
Queen Anne's. 
Somerset 
St, Mary's .... 

Talbot 

Washington . . 
Worcester 



Total 



Am. 
Fill're. 



Dem. Ii<p, 
liiic'MiijFieni'i 



193S 
1043 
16900 
8504 
401 
633 
2346 
18S4 
461 
1292 
8724 
2074 
899 
833 
1203 
831 
904 
1593 
247 
749 
2717 
1224 



224S , 
927 , 
9882 , 
8105 
856 
743', 
2099: 
1845j 
7531 
979i 
33041 
1405 
633; 
550 
1126 
983 
7411 
18211 

ma 

910 
2670 
1423 



474601 39115: 231 



I nTiig. 
ScoK. 



1454 
834 
9558 
1946 
853 
655 
1702 
1494 
657 
1239 
3204 
1353 
670 

1001 
915 
723 

1443 
681 
740 

2609 

1263 



35066 



Dem. 
I'icrce. 



F. Soil. 
lU\e. 



1976 

8891 
14035; 
30011 
852' 
■ 500, 
1920 
15r;0: 
4111 

9;j3: 

3342 
1373 
625 
651; 
842 
724 
735 
1115 
440 
796 
2723 
1182 



40020, 64 



TVhig. 
Taylor. 



Dem. 
Cuts. 



1578 
1093 
10474 
2527 

431 

492, 
1763; 
1504 

769 
1367| 
3153 
1521! 
With I 

645 

im 

1051' 
725 

1413 
733 
706 

2633 

1851i 



1620 
14S6 
10995 
2669 
835 
580 
1672 
1444 
898 
820 
2983 



FieeD. 
Van It. 



1253 .... 
Anne lArund 

4471.... 

7711.... 

73JJ .... 

612 .... 
1005 .... 

422 ... . 

719 .... 
2434 .... 
1130 ... 



Whig. 
Clay. 



1424 
1777 
8418 
2801 
451 
680 
1784 
1527 
785 
1377 
8190 
1517 

723 
1124 
1054 

7<.d 
1449 

783 

795 
2038 
1458 



el. 



Dem. 
I'olk. 



AI,o. 
Hiiney 



1491 
1508 
8866 
2716 

3-44 

652' 
1694!. 
1504'. 

51 9j. 

903 . 
29941. 
12471, 



627 ... 
852 .... 
606..... 
722'.... 
902I.... 
408'... 
712 .... 
2565 .... 
909:,... 



87702 84528 125! 85984 82676 

I ' i| 



Whig. 



1271 
1004 
7296 
1941 
494 
687 
15M 
1443 
841 
1.S81 
2958 
1842 

679 
1099 
1017 

778 
1516 

895 

749 
2484 
14S4 



Dm. 
Van li 



1093 
1384 
7826 
2020 
825 
635 
1610 
1314 
602 
839 
2623 
1248 

478 
665 
609 
661 

m 

415 
CS2 
2290 
691 



83523 



28762 



Fillmore over Buchanan, 8,345 ; Pierce over Scott, 4,954 ; Taylor over Cass, 8,174 ; Clay over Polk, 8,808 ; H,- 'son 
over Van Buren, 4,776. 



X3 'Ei Xj A. "W wA. I?. B - 



COUNTIES, 


Fep. 
Fill're. 


Dem. 
liuc'an 


Am. 
Prem't 


Whig. 
Scott. 


Dem. 
rierco. 


F. Sitt. 
Hate. 


Whig. 
Taylor. 


Dem. 
Cass. 


F,-eeD\ 
Van 1!. 


Whig. 
Clay. 


Dem. 
I'olk. 


Atn. 
Biriiey. 


n-hig. 
Iln'soi 


Dnn. 
i ftii II. 




irm 


2083 




1591 


1422 




1497 


1336 




1673 


1416 




1593 


lOflfl 


Newcastle 


2625 


8577 




2768 


80S8 


"62 


8090 


2717 


79 


2816 


2678 




2321 


2195 




2020 


2344 




1934 


1853 




1884 


1845; — 


1869 


1877 




2058 


1598 


Total 


6175 


8004 


880 


6293 


6318 


62 


6421 


6899 


80 


6258 


6971 




6967 


4884 



Buchanan over Fillmore, 1,829; Pierce over 8cott, 25; Taylor over Cass, 628; Clay over Polk, 287; Harrison 
ovw Van Buren^ 1,083. 



POPULAR VOTE FOB PSESIDENT. 

BOUTE CAROLINA CHOOSES ELECTORS BY LEQISLATVBE. 
O £3 O R OI A.. 



225 



18J56. 


1852. 


1848. 


1844. 


1840. 




Dem, 










J» hiQt 




\Vh in 




Killmore. 


Huch'iin. 


Scoit. 


l*iGrct3. 


Taylor, 


Cius* 


Clay. 


I'olk. 


tiun'iboii. 


Van jB. 


86 


268 


13 


77 


144 


108 


152 


142 


93 


61 


175 


453 


101 


630 


841 


634 


223 


506 


182 1 


204 


266 


800 


177 


272 


882 


822 


824 


807 


781 


680 


79 


220 


Unorga 


olzed. 














774 


»oy 


818 


780 


705 


805 


706 


862 


7B8 


74* 




183 


60 


66 


123 


60 


103 


73 


80 


22 


84 


460 




m. 287 


43 


877 


17 


410 


25 


884 


1S3 


940 


15 


111 


598 


215 


656 


411 


693 


203 


283 


887 


11 


434 


269 


420 


244 


435 


185 


889 


56 


251 


Unorga 


olzcd. 














28 


1 Oil 

386 


31 


211 


106 


220 


104 


218 


166 


191 


448 


754 


158 


833 


281 


6S3 


205 


643 


163 


427 


455 


1176 


185 


850 


475 


834 


855 


768 


276 


437 


846 




Unorga 


nlzed. 










,701 


1205 


263 


654 


988 


1513 


655 


1189 


661 


705 


16 


16 


Unorga 


nlzed. 












971 


1445 


805 


1176 


843 


741 


817 


885 


590 


617 


231 


820 


Unorga 


nlzed. 














880 


506 


114 


816 


402 


893 


284 


824 


186 


201 


666 


1146 


81 


660 


660 


983 


61T 


813 


869 


416 


88 


129 


Unorga 


nized. 












603 


48T 


189 


226 


624 


495 


596 


420 


617 


818 


188 


279 


Unorga 


nized. 














137 


171 


4 


43 


Unorga 


nized. 










704 


1251 


807 


975 


862 


1261 


653 


943 


428 


653 


75 


106 


Unorga 


nized. 














842 


40(> 


110 


259 


519 


250 


492 


807 


470 


223 


084 


8S2 


215 


650 


822 


662 


777 


644 


792 


763 


£23 


873 


161 


867 


402 


434 


877 


454 


485 


458 


454 


otic: 


220 


295 


493 


850 


883 


816 


432 


203 


453 




565 


1016 


799 


1097 


680 


967 


665 


759 


155 


240 


65 


126 


102 


258 


46 


247 


88 


168 


197 




Unorga 


nized. 














200 


419 


175 


474 


849 


571 
505 


269 


607 


226 


296 


149 


onrl 


129 


874 


200 


211 


419 


253 


293 


189 


171 


18 


64 


183 


99 


193 


86 


158 


65 


854 


624 


159 


107 


991 


161 


999 


186 


957 


105 


259 


273 


6 


174 


155 


207 


107 


241 


60 


lis 


152 


671 


Unorga 


nized. 














455 


784 


267 


682 


621 


717 


412 


705 


837 


642 


812 


847 


8G7 


494 


680 


673 


850 


425 


275 


267 


458 


798 


106 


6S9 


629 


747 


451 


735 


843 


457 


188 


972 


66 


435 


863 


965 


876 


1063 


853 


681 


911 


832 


Unorga 


nized. 














191 


820 


116 


809 


402 


855 


219 


611 


127 


164 


91 


119 


29 


40 


132 


22 


92 


23 


88 


14 


593 


890 


264 


684 


Unorga 


nized. 








. 


576 


283 


811 


172 


827 


189 


780 


132 


889 


126 


749 


1092 
868 


61 


427 


745 


685 


779 


763 


745 


624 


256 


98 


59 


425 


778 


822 


964 


290 


761 


451 


696 


64 


186 


621 


661 


489 


696 


445 


501 


427 


806 


No 


Return. 


473 


283 


515 


830 


481 


244 


66 


272 


Unorga 


nized. 














753 


528 


463 


839 


8i0 


403 


845 


463 


653 


292 


152 


610 


Unorga 


nized. 














418 


616 


253 


410 


415 


473 


"93 


480 


815 


852 


759 


691 


423 


626 


939 


824 


668 


819 


^31 


798 


576 


604 


273 


603 


697 


674 


659 


723 


667 


672 


80 


155 


12 


102 


86 


855 


21 


223 


69 


121 


453 


778 


45 


103 


661 


633 


492 


664 


672 


542 


882 


418 


132 


872 


409 


512 


433 


636 


495 


495 


876 


853 


91 


93 


607 


111 


579 


108 


453 


89 


185 


803 


166 


840 


404 


415 


897 


455 


461 


852 


406 


70 


67 


63 


667 


25 


686 


15 


656 


4 


229 


250 


189 


223 


828 


181 


885 


121 


804 


77 


183 


191 


63 


133 


171 


132 


179 


190 


144 


78 


212 


219 


18 


155 


233 


120 


286 


179 


817 


12S 


292 


443 


22 


290 


507 


897 


427 


862 


422 


90 


468 


736 


178 


235 


652 


1097 


665 


1251 


856 


78S 


8S5 


274 


296 


886 


888 


271 


831 


245 


869 


B03 


215 


415 


23 


69 


836 


826 


847 


827 


857 


286 


495 


494 


851 


425 


610 


477 


517 


256 


404 


198 


49 


155 


16 


90 


117 


93 


127 


114 


119 


185 


648 


703 


823 


634 


717 


763 


683 


926 


755 


702 


20 


163 


Unorga 


t nized. 












675 


656 


605 


879 


631 


791 


664 


798 


708 


796 


201 


28 


14 


85 


281 


24 


233 


84 


167 


8 


268 


284 


189 


SS6 


467 


800 


442 


848 


478 


280 


240 


667 


287 


823 


799 


1072 


803 


669 


278 


4SSt 


988 


710 


651 


876 


1330 


856 


1190 


980 


1044 


813 



COUNTIES. 



Appling 

Baker 

Baldwin 

Berrien 

Bibb 

Bryan 

Bullocii 

Burke 

Butts 

Calhoun 

Camden 

Campbell 

Carroll 

Catoosa 

Cass 

Coffee 

Chatham 

Chattahoocliee . 
Chattooga 

Cherokee 

Charlton 

Clarke , 

Clay 

CUnch 

Cobb < 

Colquitt 

Columbia 

Coweta 

Crawford 

Decatur , 

DeKalb 

Dade 

Doherty 

Dooley 

Early 

Efiingham 

Elbert 

Emanuel 

Fannin 

Fayette 

Floyd 

Forsy tti 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Gilmer 

Glynn 

Gordon 

Greene 

Gwinnett . 

Habersham.... 

HalL 

Hancock 

Haralson 

Harris 

Hart 

Heard 

Henry 

Uoustou 

Irwin 

Jackson 

J&sper 

Jefferson 

Jones 

Laurens 

Lee 

Liberty 

Lincoln 

Lowndes 

Lumpkin 

Hacon 

Madison 

Uarion 

Uclntosh 

Uerriwether .. 

MUler 

Uonroe 

Montgomery . . 

Jorgan 

Hurray, , 

luscogee 



15 
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XUw 
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AO 
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Ml 
OOl 
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4fi7 
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41 1 
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XUt 
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7SI5 
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447 
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OOl 


Ml 

041 
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S99 


544 


741 


5C5 


763 


516 


619 




6 


125 


1 


86 


193 


161 


18T 


125 


215 


85 




250 


5S9 


25 


806 


614 


860 


641 


86S 


652 


248 




699 


564 


236 


451 


692 


626 


629 




593 


453 


"WflyoG • • 


89 


181 


10 


65 


68 


69 


133 




74 


61 




263 


213 


Unorga 


nlzed. 
















279 


428 


12 


193 


452 


293 


430 


889 


483 


853 




282 


531 


94 


602 


473 


498 


88T 


560 


428 


474 




593 


783 


293 


644 


Unorga 


olzed. 












83 


227 


Unorga 
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42223 

1 
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16660 


84705 


47544 


44802 


j 42100 


4417T 


40261 


81921 



Buchanan over rillmore, 14,850; Pierce over Scott, 18,045; Taylor over Cass, 2,742 ; Folk over Clny, 2,077 ; 
Harrison over Van Buren, 8,840. In 1852 a Webster Ticket received 5384, and an Independent Fierce Ticket, 6,811. 



VI H O-I WI A.. 



COUNTIES. 


Am. 
Fillmore. 


Dem. 
Buch'an. 


Whig. 
Scotc 


Dem. 
Pierce. 


Whig. 
Taylor. 


Dem. 
Cass. 


Whig, 
Clay. 


Dem, 
Polk. 


WJiig. 
Harrihon. 


Dm. 
Van B. 




830 


821 


676 


664 


644 


296 


566 


472 


739 


289 




1026 


1092 


1163 


1106 


833 


619 


917 


702 


714 


617 




946 


67V 


784 


677 


639 


225 


Fart of 


Dlst. C. 








183 


883 


93 


206 


104 


149 


114 


180 


84 


in 




150 


27« 


145 


237 


lb3 


198 


159 


274 


166 


240 




449 




160 


559 


416 


413 


451 


461 


872 


829 




152 


<a{ 


i92 


852 


190 


822 


Unorga 


nized. 








1904 


1499 


1664 


1888 


1354 


723 


1398 


665 


1204 


454 




825 


933 


824 


692 


287 


484 


221 


463 








180 


258 


157 


179 


152 


124 


196 


250 


203 


218 




1044 


1015 


1189 


965 


886 


.:634 


941 


639 


919 


633 




846 


997 


751 


924 


608 


644 


603 


639 


699 


873 




113 


273 


117 


212 


68 


128 


Unorga 


nized. 








841 


904 


421 


738 


462 


683 


894 


696 


407 


676 




494 


260 


887 


290 


73 m 


aj. 


183 


166 


■\Vltli 


Lewis. 




261 


451 


281 


460 


227 


276 


427 


548 


850 


516 




131 


666 


187 


462 


213 


837 


194 


403 


261 


880 




820 


463 


438 


630 


844 


861 


643 


596 


475 


620 




896 


698 


451 


424 


2S7 


238 


287 


846 


481 


436 




27 


116 


Unorga 


n!;ied. 
















1065 


896 


1101 


879 


794 


654 


833 


656 


718 


487 




414 


617 


443 


621 


867 


425 


476 


463 


899 


467 




260 


687 


218 


483 


179 


2C7 


121 


263 


Unorga 


nized. 




190 


106 


176 


80 


142 


68 


202 


43 


173 


80 




247 


463 


837 


869 


290 


808 


837 


846 


818 


827 




850 


845 


409 


854 


296 


605 


833 


604 


298 


680 




225 


404 


8C3 


886 


209 


201 


199 


220 


174 


191 




103 


850 


92 


233 


Unorga 


nized. 












480 


612 


447 


461 


854 


818 


896 


293 


851 


295 




184 


274 


256 


252 


235 


102 


274 


207 


262 


228 




140 


861 


1 819 


801 


282 


£28 


270 


818 


802 


285 



POPULAR VOTE FOR PRESIDENT. 



22*7 



7JBGI2fIA—(,Caniinwd.) 



CODNTIEa 



Doddridgd 

Elizabeth City.... 

Essex 

Fairfax 

Fauquier 

Fayette 

Floyd '.. 

Fluvanna 

Franlilin 

Frederick 

Giles .... 

Gilmer 

Gloucester 

Goochland 

Grayson 

Greenbrier 

Greene 

Greensville 

Halifax 

Hampshire 

Hanover 

Hancock 

Hardy 

Harrison 

Henrico 

Henry 

Highland 

Isle of Wight 

Jackson 

James City 

Jefferson......... 

Kanawha 

King George . . . . , 
KingWilUam .... 
King andQueeo.. 

Lancaster 

Lee , 

Lewis 

Logan 

Loudon , 

Louisa 

Lunenburg 

Madison 

Marion 

Marshall 

Mason 

Mathews 

Mecklenburg 

Mercer 

Middlesex 

Monongalia 

Monroe 

Montgomery .... 

Morgan 

Nansemond 

Nelson 

New Kent 

Nicholas 

Norfolk City .... 
Norfolk County . 
Northampton... 
Northumberland. 

Nottoway. 

Ohio 

Orange 

Page 

Patrick 

Pendleton 

Petersburgh 

Pittsylvania 

Pleasants 

Pocahontas ... . 
Powhattan ...... 

Preston 

Princess Ann.... 
Prince Edward ,. 
Prince George... 
Prince VPilUam.. 

Pulaski 

Putnam 

Raleigh 

Randolph ....... 

Rappahannock . . 
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544 


4K9 


n44 


8RT 
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272 


869 


8,10 
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842 


274 




MO 


S7K 

04U 


S11 
oox 




804 


409 




8R4 

OOff 


401 

4UO 


0439 


886 


615 


769 


892 




876 


8.36 


245 


262 


1907 




864 


R77 

OI 1 


884 


589 


888 


685 


676 


616 




R(\!t 

OvO 


1fi2 


9.17 

£OI 














115 
92 


417 


116 


240 


106 


212 


81 


227 


107 


210 


244 


122 


243 


154 


202 


215 


210 


176 


210 


719 


1282 


647 


928 


460 


627 


882 


504 


896 


464 


893 


897 


499 


842 


878 


299 


829 


251 


402 


274 


214 


429 


227 


802 


211 


253 


264 


877 


263 


861 


74 

233 


806 


91 


282 


127 


216 


189 


226 


124 


287 


709 


190 


634 


207 


412 


159 


457 


167 


898 


200 


881 


174 


223 


181 


141 


166 


174 


142 


161 


891 


896 


848 


870 


192 


188 


Unorga 


t nized. 






223 


141 


123 


63 


Unorga 


nized. 








218 


441 


801 


887 


201 


218 


207 


199 


460 


821 


851 


492 


881 


486 


804 


239 


859 


814 


818 


800 



223 
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ri2iGI2fIA'-(Contimea). 



COLTNTIES. 


1856. 


1853. 


1848. 


1844. 


1840. 


Am 
Fillmore. 


Buch'aD, 


Whig, 
Scott. 


Pierce. 


whiff* 
Taylor. 


J)etn, 
Cass. 


Whia. 


■ 2)ein 
Volk. 


Whig. 
Harrison. 


Dem 
Van I'i. 




1753 


1474 


Joo4 


1012 


1064 


845 




Aon 
28<9 


680 


176 


Klcbmond County .... 


291 


225 




J81 


182 


1 JO 

148 


OAO 


li>4 


177 


151 




S8TT 


606 


t OO 

iso 


001 


124 


oon 
OOV 


10± 


OKA 

i!54 


Unorga 


nized. 




255 


212 


IJnorga 


nlzed. 






li 4 








228 


603 




00.4 


^ OO 

183 




OTA 


lo9 


255 




Unfits 

1086 


ll!s4 


1 AQ1 




CCA 
000 


RAI 
001 




K/40 


COK 
000 


623 




610 


2783 


010 


Se478 


895 


1 CKK 

1600 




1710 


AK0 

206 


1444 




838 


loo 






482 


olo 


414 


410 


flC4 

ii04 


293 




406 


810 


OK 4 


KTT 

677 


296 


AKn 




KOI 
031 


284 


441 




233 


2889 


iiVL 


OAn4 

2094 


176 


14U4 


170 


f OTA 

187^ 


102 


1218 




882 


■6T2 


484 


4t9 


826 


809 




871 


269 


805 




453 


5T0 


41)0 


AK£l 


833 


OAT 

oOT 


825 


OAA 


OTO 

878 


8T2 




448 


€22 


A*t\ 


665 


413 


>l AK 

4015 


AOS 


A4n 


858 


868 




262 


639 


269 


447 


280 


255 


noo 


846 


265 


295 




102 


lion 


lit 


OA1 


A J 

94 


1 KO 

103 


1 1 o 


loo 


AK 


195 




88 


OUT 


107 


OAO 


82 


278 




OAK 

82o 


109 


847 




432 


616 


OKI 

851 


883 


Unorga 


nlzed. 


100 








119 


1140 


243 


612 


2I5 


K>IO 

648 


cat 

627 


113 


486 




lo 


13T 


Unorga 


nlzed. 






441 










829 


6oo 


840 


oco 


OA J 

824 


AAA 

290 


611 


OAK 

825 


433 




295 


ICO i 

684 


on J 


Aon 


Unorga 


nlzed. 


Izo 










140 


668 


169 


620 


122 


AQK 


oni 
821 


110 


800 




61 


18 


00 


14 


cn 

o2 


t K 


'Ji 


24 


92 


8 




644 


1115 


715 




485 


crn 
679 


Oil 


723 


864 


o2o 




296 


862 


225 


206 


105 


110 


190 


184 


Unorga 


nized. 




489 


131 


280 


88 


249 


60 


805 


67 


286 


81 




80 


704 


103 


483 


89 


818 


Unorga 


nized. 








191 


822 


222 


268 


Unorga 


nized. 










42 , 


IS 


Unorga 


nized. 














66 


67 


87 


68 


47 


84 


66 


60 


83 


7 




753 


8T5 


645 


607 


430 


825 


683 


830 


618 


893 




81 


116 


42 


29 


Unorga 


nized. 












631 


837 


833 


615 


847 


836 


809 


6S3 


279 


474 




194 


114 


129 


90 


118 


86 


113 


109 


1 192 


12 




60310 


89706 


68572 


73858 


45124 


46686 


48677 


49570 


! 42501 

1 


43S93 



Buchanan over Fillmore, 29,896; Pierce over Scott, 15,286; Cass over Taylor, 1,462; Polk over Clay, 6,893; 
Van Buren over Harrison, 1^92. Fremont received 291 votea in this State, in 1856 ', and Van Buren 9, in li^O. 



>^ Xj B .A. ivac J^. 



COUNTIES. 


Am. 
Fillmore. 


Dm. 

BDch'un, 


Whig. 
Scott. 


Dem. 
Fierce. 


Whitj. 
Taylor. 


Dem, 
Case. 


Whig, 
Clay. 


Dem. 
I'olk. 


Whig. 
Harrison. 


Dem. 
Van a. 




475 


621 


196 


822 


653 


471 


475 


683 


691 


674 




857 


1445 


297 


809 


1205 


614 


1118 


860 


1028 


642 




443 


1637 


74 


918 


666 


1272 


873 


1382 


482 


1213 




479 


639 


238 


846 


474 


416 


450 


696 


633 


478 




219 


144 


62 


72 


100 


183 


149 


120 


187 


118 




87 


770 


65 


422 


134 


626 


84 


774 


105 


720 




792 


7T7 


845 


251 


772 


277 


666 


405 


710 


274 




283 


804 


62 


117 


243 


92 


148 


189 


188 


65 




967 


1141 


663 


616 


1323 


639 


1153 


986 


1039 


678 




455 


1637 


242 


785 


630 


921 


856 


955 


877 


759 




222 


754 


98 


479 


120 


827 


232 


631 


S80 


696 




802 


1167 


294 


709 


626 


833 


400 


796 


816 


689 




401 


618 


227 


834 


Unorga 


nized. 


441 










403 


425 


216 


287 


426 


231 


277 


641 


209 




801 


708 


118 


239 


192 


174 


142 


814) 








419 


946 


162 


406 


863 


655 


209 


616 f 


867 


672 




676 


881 


836 


410 


860 


618 


864 


722 


1024 


689 




180 


900 


136 


601 


257 


650 


207 


700 


157 


771 




711 


1056 


462 


993 


610 


795 


498 


1079 


687 


903 




440 


799 


81 


616 


272 


841 


163 


796 


203 


819 




784 


694 


694 


655 


1033 


712 


1090 


819 


1866 


788 




471 


966 


94 


184 


601 


496 


867 


646 


825 


891 




14 


221 


9 


65 


Unorga 


nized. 


87 










97 


1790 


83 


1154 


136 


1589 


1761 


67 


2147 




196 


697 


114 


839 


288 


835 


284 


635 


815 


6S2 




631 


699 


612 


633 


663 


656 


469 


T88 


649 


782 




656 


1141 


441 


803 


695 


772 


474 


919 


645 


987 




281 


790 


227 


662 


874 


&33 


825 


965 


856 


897 




708 


699 


126 


136 


761 


431 


710 


678 


896 


622 




667 


789 


450 


626 


789 


653 


726 


634 


842 


695 




222 


803 


208 


482 


861 


a35 


271 


632 


,853 


804 




401 


1476 


854 


1300 


465 


1886 


857 


1720 


393 


1935 




469 


604 


264 


260 


479 


216 


667 


859 


646 


861 




198 


70C 


lis 


467 


193 


614 


120 


638 


196 


635 




89 


838 


111 


663 


246 


708 


162 


875 


14^2 


m 



POPULAR VOTE FOE PRESIDENT. 229 



ALABAMA— {OcmUnved.) 



COUNTIES. 


1856. 


1852. 


1848. 


1844. 


1840. 
























Am, 


Dem, 


Whiff. 


Pern. 






Wltiif. 


Dem. 


Whiff. 


Dem. 




Fillmore. 


Buch'sn. 


Scott. 


Pierce. 


Taylor. 


Cass. 


Clay. 


Follr. 


Harrison. 


Van R. 




1158 


1100 




657 


1176 


669 


1016 




1184 






1771 


1883 


1123 


18S0 


1819 


1078 


1403 


JLOTti 


1481 


±1..!. 




1289 


1009 


772 


653 


1464 


632 


1087 


626 


731 






624 


808 


261 


512 


826 


631 


1C9 


349 


07ft 






1178 


1262 


879 


7(18 


985 


668 


862 


768 








669 


1087 


568 


762 


1044 


981 


892 


967 


1062 


779 




855 


994 


484 


622 


970 


677 


736 


624 


691 


404 




683 


1460 


90 


707 


461 


770 


288 


747 


279 


624 




463 


787 


817 


815 


657 


808 


611 


472 


j573 


407 




88 


818 


44 


465 


150 


456 


46 


644 


42 


679 




SS2 


708 


482 


497 


820 


771 


927 


1061 


1808 


1180 




978 


680 


627 


475 


976 


694 


9U2 


901 


1276 


938 




896 


1184 


872 


672 


869 


820 


633 


851 


669 


788 




1276 


1478 


851 


845 


972 


920 


728 


705 


412 


436 




146 


449 


54 


217 


231 


883 


170 


442 


244 


867 




446 


818 


286 


898 


C89 


479 


625 


629 


77S 


487 




162 


194 


62 


65 


72 


85 


278 


279 


263 


277 




28552 


46789 


16088 


26881 


80482 


81868 


26084 


37740 


28471 


88991 



Buchanan over Fillmore, 18,187; Pierce over Scott, 11,848 ; Cass over Taylor, 881 ; Polk over Clay, 11,656 ; Van 
Burea orer Harrison, 5,520. 



3VCISSXSBI£>3PX. 



COUNTIES. 


Am. 


Dem. 

Ti 1 loll y o n 
UULU an. 


Whig. 
Scott. 


Dem. 


Whiff. 
Taylor. 


Dem. 


Whtg, 


Dem, 

f OIK. 


Whig. 
Harrison. 


Dem. 
vau a. 




605 


880 


614 


442 


643 


865 


755 


462 


862 


488 




601 


923 


818 


678 


480 


663 


276 


805 


272 


806 




440 


864 


825 


264 


426 


809 


429 


851 


600 


294 




168 


106 


67 


83 


89 


49 


55 


61 


62 


44 




846 


988 


628 


783 


885 


921 


678 


742 


711 


627 




887 


88T 


270 


858 


464 


858 


434 


429 


688 


890 




226 


111 


169 


116 


189 


180 


143 


162 


181 


109 




415 


781 


272 


607 


491 


687 


447 


649 


671 


645 




890 


622 


187 


831 


211 


282 


116 


853 


124 


238 




589 


1127 


832 


606 


642 


743 


426 


624 


888 


430 






OOX 




lio 






WOO 










88 


. 887 


.97 


803 


185 


846 


93 


808 


116 


283 




263 


840 


216 


467 


Unorga 


olzed. 












709 


1159 


781 


888 


836 


723 


671 


709 


871 


849 




216 


842 


153 




226 


249 


172 


220 


186 


183 




No 


return. 


61 


114 


184 


79 


62 


175 


91 


126 




1122 


751 


975 


689 


1206 


822 


1199 


915 


1207 


658 




600 


685 


419 


484 


643 


620 


678 


498 


656 


818 




182 


414 


156 


276 


105 


172 


108 


169 








109 


186 


44 


112 


167 


116 


67 


127 


281 


107 




114 


76 


48 


54 


85 


58 


Unorga 


nized. 




804 




715 


1289 


402 


1014 


i 667 


6S0 


868 


825 


170 




872 


699 


243 


422 


' 843 


803 


210 


408 


289 


268 




60 


826 


18 


213 


' 82 


166 


17 


216 


25 


172 




808 


856 


202 


817 


' m 


290 


864 


888 


412 


229 




70 


236 


88 


114 


95 


135 


72 


117 


66 


lOS 




469 


655 


8x7 


611 


416 


450 


291 


615 


826 


400 




129 


604 


97 


895 


145 


438 


94 


645 


123 


468 




653 


801 


499 


745 


801 


780 


644 


850 


620 


629 




846 


616 


198 


835 


828 


289 


190 


235 


145 


182 




889 


863 


810 


688 


474 


667 


256 


681 


289 


444 




629 


975 


401 


689 


730 


760 


642 


682 


882 


866 




1250 


1465 


1078 


1804 


1306 


1844 


1035 


1184 


1006 


814 




675 


541 


440 


497 


614 


497 


612 


486 


691 


312 




612 


1065 


467 


971 


921 


1062 


649 


911 


462 


487 




69 


285 


48 


207 


99 


162 


68 


264 


136 


176 




476 


60i 


877 


413 


617 


667 


619 


677 


614 


872 




167 


464 


61 


248 


241 


264 


156 


236 


118 


164 




SOT 


427 


107 


217 


IS* 


197 


148 


270 


109 


194 




263 


695 


211 


844 


888 


424 


241 


886 


195 


219 




118 


185 


94 


112 


143 


69 


125 


71 


110 


94 




279 




143 


412 


277 


898 


282 


444 


814 


SV6 




607 


661 


427 


888 


678 


m 


439 


408 


832 


206 




1121 


1892 


476 


1030 


757 


999 


884 


709 


287 


829 




409 


646 


274 


851 


Si>6 


870 


811 


406 


881 


262 




120 


89 


85 


43 


S3 


22 


7 


14 








187 


841 


169 


244 


286 


204 


178 


800 


201 


219 




825 


488 


85 


270 


210 


287 


94 


249 


89 


179 




6? 


448 


98 


217 


152 


278 


112 


269 


41 


108 




176 


276 


148 


186 


206 


219 


179 


218 


186 


124 




983 


1862 


760 


1812 


840 


1190 


480 


1004 


821 


688 




44 


? 


20 


8i 


61 


25 


86 


24 


76 


63 



iibO A I'OLiXICAL TliXT-BOOK iUii 1800. 



MlSSISSlPPI-iContinutd.) 



COUNTIEa 


1856. 


1852. 


1848. 


1844. 


1840. 


Am. 
Fillmore. 


Dem. 
Buch'an. 


Whig. 
iivoll. 


Dm. 
Fierce. 


Wliig, 
Taylor. 


Dtm. 
Chss. 


Whiq. 
OlBy. 


Dem. 
Folk. 


Whig. 
(iHrriiion. 


Dem. 
Vim U, 




816 


601 


669 


1282 


981 


1336 


692 


1170 


681 


684 




872 


400 


271 


805 


455 


291 


441 


855 


6U3 


148 


Wayne ...■•■.••*•. . 


No 


return. 


IX 


61 


97 


52 


102 


95 


94 


87 




890 


447 


723 


494 


890 


478 


922 


607 


1006 


423 




148 


1S5 


129 


90 


179 


71 


209 


108 


162 


64 




801 


776 


218 


44S 


807 


425 


201 


475 


262 


288 




735 


603 


453 


559 


641 


497 


578 


630 


661 


860 




716 


848 


549 


633 


843 


840 


719 


893 


789 


648 




24195 


85446 


17543 


26876 


: 25922 


26537 


19206 


25126 


19518 


16995 



Buchanan over Pillmore, 11,251 ; Pierce orer Scott, 9,828 ; Cass over Taylor, 615 ; Polk over Clay, 6,920 ; Harri> 
eon over Van Buren, 2,523. 



COUNTIES. 


Am. 


Dem. 


Whig. 


Dem. 


WJiig. 


Dem, 


mig. 


Dem. 


Whig. 


Dem. 


Pilliuore. 


Bncli'un. 


iicuic. 


Pierce. 


'I'liylur. 


(111811. 


Clay, 


I'olk. 


Harriison. 


Van a. 




717 


452 


With 


Orange. 


Unorga 


nized. 












814 


822 


219 


93 


Unorga 


nized. 












811 


723 


992 


869 


1084 


839 


1012 


481 


1194 


895 


Ashe • 


631 


617 


653 


896 


660 


853 


622 


477 


578 


460 


Beaufort 


625 


796 


910 


674 


923 


463 


932 


627 


761 


809 


Bertie 


453 


511 


498 


444 


524 


802 


475 


439 


496 


885 


Bladen 


463 


867 


871 


6S-2 


280 


841 


280 


486 


846 


414 


Brunswick 


864 


884 


852 


801 


819 


237 


851 


283 


850 


280 




873 


811 


761 


889 


1210 


286 


1234 


223 


1623 


809 


liunconibe 


778 


731 


657 


876 


996 


434 


961 


412 


1486 


452, 




865 


594 


642 


871 


766 


877 


718 


874 


891 


854 


Caldwell 


864 


874 


493 


146 


503 


96 


693 


219 


Fr, BnrKe 


Sc W'ilket. 




89 


474 


503 


107 


493 


70 


636 


101 


612 


100 


Carteret 


463 


889 


414 


883 


474 


817 


484 


815 


454 


186 


Casvell 


917 


212 


226 


931 


293 


1087 


283 


1182 


276 


11C9 




653 


163 


With 


Lincoln. 


Unorga 


nized. 










Chatham 


761 


787 


1003 


725 


1033 


619 


118G 


729 


1124 


668 


Cherokee .«..•■. 


443 


522 


&S4 


290 


549 


175 


890 


225 


414 


113 


Chowan. .. . 


255 


212 


223 


219 


295 


171 


805 


166 


830 


168 




796 


71 


211 


494 


814 


431 


86S 


624 j 


From 
and Rut 


Lincoln 
herford. 




627 


212 


173 


857 


169 


274 


'l85 


868 


204 


815 


Craven ..... . . 


695 


475 


6S3 


694 


696 


616 


682 


222 


666 


540 


Cumberland. ......... 


1257 


767 


811 


1483 


812 


1191 


703 


iioi 


613 


950 


Currituck 


533 


128 


134 


490 


193 


466 


157 


651 


142 


468 




634 


964 


1019 


497 


10S7 


620 


1091 


610 


1441 


890 


Davie • .... ••■ 


279 


477 


414 


259 


443 


251 


629 


282 


687 


225 


Duplin 


1173 


117 


186 


9a0 


818 


939 


223 


936 


263 


807 




1531 


151 


89 


1454 


143 


1335 


126 


1503 


135 


1874 




1043 


772 


With 


Stokes. 


Unorga 


nUsd. 












793 


255 


863 


704 


841 


653 


886 


760 


874 


689 




597 


53 


With 


Lincoln. 


Unorga 


nized. 












8S3 


805 


863 


868 


879 


289 


855 


855 


878 


823 




1060 


756 


991 


945 


959 


831 


936 


942 


988 


778 




875 


218 


825 


• 826 


818 


237 


802 


276 


297 


215 




418 


1615 


1552 


843 


1714 


873 


2134 


615 


2300 


414 




6S3 


609 


497 


424 


582 


446 


692 


456 


604 


856 




413 


191 


814 


802 


418 


213 


842 


267 


481 


221 




434 


406 


493 


210 


641 


116 


655 


141 


In Bun 


combe. 




801 


875 


290 


236 


816 


144 


809 


253 


896 


199 




243 


893 


835 


227 


495 


236 


818 


164 


481 


89 




802 


1241 


909 


280 


1137 


211 


1682 


830 


1780 


823 




404 


65 


With Ha 


ywood. 


Unorga 


nized. 


695 






649 




958 


619 


703 


870 


646 


746 


650 


597 




211 


157 


191 


201 


242 


136 


203 


142 


248 


183 




424 


264 


283 


897 


2S2 


834 


225 


836 


No 


return. 




614 


226 


621 


1413 


828 


1593 


790 


1786 


1000 


1958 




247 


803 


809 


240 


427 


207 


874 


224 


483 


163 




460 


182 


With 


Yancey. 


Unorga 


nized. 


810 






696 




725 


811 


2c9 


507 


861 


645 


680 


291 




1031 

880 


573 


6.S0 


1115 


775 


945 


909 


1201 


1000 


1246 




274 


With 


Burke. 


659 


161 


With 


Burke. 


Unorga 


nized. 




103 


516 


620 


182 


583 


82 


653 


189 


1136 


103 




440 


489 


546 


484 


688 


406 


640 


600 


629 


493 




1063 


61 


83 


1030 


118 


798 


74 


894 


78 


797 




1472 


677 


883 


1400 


464 


1255 


882 


1122 


293 


1043 


Northampton 


621 


466 


455 




493 


488 


619 


8&1 


650 


8S3 




6S3 


145 


175 


697 


211 


686 


194 


717 


143 


690 
1448 




909 


747 


1441 


1307 


1667 


1685 


1686 


1589 


1639 




299 


682 


639 


816 


570 


244 


663 


232 


093 


149 




254 


846 


824 


270 


434 


253 


440 


22.) 


596 


184 



POPULAR VOTE FOR PRESIDENT. 



281 



NORTH CAROLmA-iCotmmed.) 





1856. 


1852. 


1848, 


1844. 


1840. 
























Am, 




Whig. 


Pern. 


Whig. 


Dan. 


Whig. 


Dim. 


Whig. 


Detn. 




Kiilinore. 


Kiicb'aii. 


Scott. 


Pierce. 


Tnjlbr. 


Cabs. 


Clay. 


Polk. 


Ilarriiion. 


Van U. 




MS 


279 


268 


471 


846 


618 


275 


649 


214 


697 




780 


670 


679 


602 


68S 


479 


684 


476 


627 


891 


PaIIt 


156 


124 


Unorga 


nized. 
















886 


1025 


1036 


277 


1196 


225 


1171 


812 


1844 


269 




1T6 


600 


678 


146 


699 


71 


£03 


117 


820 


102 




678 


666 


660 


788 


683 


645 


659 


fi»9 


679 


606 


T7 A i n ry n A YYi 


1001 


859 


842 


823 


8S0 


766 


480 


1022 


647 


905 




779 


865 


886 


672 


859 


660 


833 


686 


942 


602 




576 


412 


761 


801 


958 


126 


1810 


296 


1802 


640 




927 


853 


604 


867 


612 


741 


633 


878 


653 


741 


Sf anivr 


108 


731 


714 


58 


725 


14 


630 


48 


In Mont 


gomery. 




658 


831 


1081 


1237 


1014 


912 


1084 


1153 


1212 


1061 




708 


862 


1046 


937 


1182 


852 


996 


880 


1191 


812 


fp «*••«• a1 








R7 




vo 


ZOO 


so 


oou 


CO 




655 


236 


with Me 


cklenb'g 


776 


945 


Unorga 


nized. 








1472 


789 


1032 


1857 


1028 


1247 


1044 


1874 


1026 


1149 




641 


78 


167 


691 


156 


667 


123 


810 


105 


764 




148 


868 


With 


Ashe. 


Unorga 


nized. 












286 


864 


802 


210 


878 


149 


829 


124 


482 


64 




1172 


208 


286 


1067 


268 


903 


254 


911 


806 


781 




8S0 


992 


1078 


242 


1060 


121 


1208 


181 


1450 


114 




483 


694 


With 


Surry. 


Uncirga 


nlzed. 












616 


208 


286 


85T 


31m 




838 


427 


415 


290 




86886 


48246 


89058 


89744 


4S,'i50 


84869 


48282 


89287 


46876 


83782 



Buchanan over Fillmore, 11,860 ; Pierce over Scott, 686 ; Taylor over Cass, 8,681 ; Clay over Folic, 8,945 ; Harrison 
over Van Buren, 12,694. Mr. Ualc received 59 votes in this State, in 1862, and Mr. Van Suren 85, in 1848. 



COUNTIES. 



Anderson . . , 

Bledsoe 

Blount 

Bradley...., 

Bedford 

Benton 

Campbell .. , 

Carter 

Cheatham.., 
Claiborne . . , 
Cocke ...... 

Cannon , 

Coffee .... 

Carroll 

Cumberland 
Davidson ... 
Be Kalb ... 
Dickson .... 
Decatur — 

Dyer 

Fentress . . . , 
Franklin ... 
Fayette.... 
Granger . . . 
Greene .... 

Giles 

Grundy.... 
Gibson .... 
Hawkins.... 
Hamilton . . 
Hancoclc... 
Hardin .... 
Hickman .. 
Hvunphreya 
Hardeman . 
Henderson.. 

Henry 

Haywood . . 
Jefferson. . . 
Johnson . . 
Jackson ... 

Knox 

Lawrence.. . 

Lewis 

Lincoln . . . . 
Lauderdale 
McMinn . . . 
Mdga 



ITillniorG. 




Scott. 


Pierce. 


Taylor. 


Dan, 


Wliiq. 
Clay,' 


J)CftX» 

Polk*. 


HanibOQ. 


Van a. 


649 


848 


602 


267 


602 


250 


620 


825 


625 


227 


854 


871 


4t>* 




K(\0 

oUa 












1246 


623 


827 


6C6 


965 


663 


1046 


785 


1198 


640 


658 


1078 


647 


778 


760 


927 


672 


953 


467 


791 


1557 


1878 


1890 


1356 


1497 


1881 


1455 


1526 


1878 


2166 


453 


682 


840 


485 


892 


459 


292 


4S1 


259 


801 


845 


434 


813 


252 


473 


279 


837 


818 


481 


828 


728 


223 


685 


140 


746 


129 


789 


177 


837 


99 


423 


465 


Unorga 


nized. 














643 


786 


603 


619 


700 


744 


678 


857 


681 


795 


439 


743 


196 


815 


189 


644 


187 


917 


80 


423 


809 


463 


727 


469 


827 


818 


761 


Unorga 


ntted. 


807 


990 


205 


722 


882 


943 


280 


1000 


Unorga 


nized. 


1710 


863 


1498 


649 


1493 


660 


1856 


624 


1861 


852 


248 


261 


Unorga 


nized. 






2266 


1683 


1960 


12T4 


8259 


2074 


2623 


2059 


2698 


1976 


654 


795 


659 


688 


571 


673 


483 


491 


Unorga 


nlzed. 


8S2 


816 


1013 


769 


886 


674 


839 


706 


896 


653 


453 


495 


400 


815 


Unorga 


nized. 








206 


666 


699 


603 


411 


883 


271 


856 


272 


446 


118 


688 


153 


414 


118 


432 


60 


466 


140 


828 


831 


1427 


830 


1183 


890 


1207 


853 


1123 


645 


1461 


1092 


lOSO 


1006 


1034 


1217 


1060 


1205 


1161 


1140 


902 


117.7 


786 


852 


477 


1094 


489 


993 


MS 


1095 


449 


8S0 


1862 


780 


1807 


968 


1483 


1081 


1701 


1082 


1659 


1236 


1584 


1803 


1447 


1889 


1511 


1801 


1387 


1190 


1240 


28 


425 


44 


827 


Unorga 


nlzed. 








418 


1832 


1284 


1670 


901 


1423 


688 


1820 


611 


1272 


916 


1144 


778 


831 


1252 


1248 


1178 


1888 


1053 


1251 


1064 


1051 


774 




685 


684 


644 


624 


606 


47S 


241 


525 


241 


886 


Unorga 


nlzed. 






662 


681 


748 


905 


643 


808 


621 


770 


505 


782 


283 


1086 


241 


889 


801 


988 


255 


1084 


293 


952 


280 


695 


263 


471 


809 


482 


805 


528 


191 


888 


691 


1333 


716 


1024 


728 


1016 


689 


1077 


676 


860 


1813 


805 


1193 


5a 


12S6 


460 


1209 


492 


1818 


277 


897 


1827 


899 


1516 


860 


1849 


885 


1812 


862 


1079 


842 


920 


790 


782 


800 


672 


756 


663 


807 


676 


1671 


667 


1170 


812 


1463 


215 


1663 


247 


1811 


131 


459 


173 


865 


98 


882 


66 


870 


79 


890 


49 


1261 


1180 
838 


1118 


708 


1269 


801 


1211 


807 


1802 


691 


2651 


1863 


665 


3140 


439 


2015 


607 


2096 


814 


614 


876 


649 


688 


696 


644 


489 


547 


687 


872 


25 


242 


43 


186 


Unorga 


nized. 






881 


2581 


431 


2670 


606 


2297 


680 


2584 


658 


2494 


895 


411 


280 


277 


279 


274 


286 


211 


Unorga 


nhed. 


970 


1059 


796 


866 


960 


1024 


873 


1061 


1022 


897 


125, 


635 


141 


442 


160 


634 


120 


620 


119 


est 
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A POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK iOR 1800. 



TENNESSEE— {,Continu6d). 



185G. 


1852. 


1848. 


1844. 


1840. 




Dem, 


Whig. 


Dem. 




Dem, 


Whig. 


Dtm. 


whiff. 


pern. 


Fillmore. 


Bitch'an. 


Scott, 


Fitrce. 


Tnylor. 






JTOIK. 


tturriaou. 


\ HU 1{. 


523 


444 


453 


292 


662 


886 


603 


881 


603 


863 


867 


1041 


805 


847 


962 


960 


859 


1086 


923 


928 


102 


263 


240 


222 


229 


187 


211 


282 


211 


161 


1316 


1823 


1824 


1799 


1516 


1970 


1292 


1968 


1497 


2025 


1368 


944 


1260 


993 


1288 


969 


1271 


1029 


1101 


790 


649 


1278 


666 


1840 


730 


1403 


6S5 


1393 


Unorga 


nized. 


fi59 


626 


616 


874 


Unorga 
939 


nized. 










9C9 


1125 


956 


967 


786 


778 


741 


906 


477 


1561 


981 


1426 


819 


1562 


737 


1857 


768 


1312 


637 


322 


1605 


845 


1089 


467 


1113 


836 


1145 


829 


988 


633 


950 


431 


644 


857 


487 


282 


636 


267 


867 


402 


798 


272 


470 


867 


617 


260 


488 


Unorga 


nized. 


862 


625 


825 


814 


438 


287 


744 


613 


781 


848 


811 


448 


800 


807 


298 


824 


282 


868 


209 


883 


1028 


829 


620 


678 


998 


671 


900 


735 


1M7 


»5 


1089 


928 


1013 


769 


1236 


889 


1193 


P71 


1167 


650 


1469 


1868 


1495 


1813 


1754 


1439 


1780 


1600 


1706 


1475 


921 


164 


621 


60 


787 


67 


738 


78 


926 


46 


156 


224 


804 


100 


Unorga 


nized. 










648 


147T 


260 


1114 


486 


1376 


850 


1588 


827 


1886 


1596 


729 


1742 


620 


2380 


719 


2823 


788 


2657 


688 


606 


695 


823 


607 


674 


705 


619 


704 


457 


642 


859 


1894 


825 


1563 


022 


1994 


881 


2017 


794 


1788 








16i!R 


1828 




1625 


18f2 


950 


681 


4i.. 


663 


867 


665 


852 


482 


860 


602 


673 


588 


103 


265 


107 


165 


180 


198 


116 


190 


Unorga 


nized. 


628 


1834 


505 


853 


862 


1016 


681 


1225 


692 


10S3 


411 


1180 


844 


922 


407 


1161 


885 


1190 


613 


1944 


714 


663 


666 


8S0 


678 


886 


665 


446 


760 


266 


808 


740 


949 


613 


1064 


603 


857 


468 


1201 


886 


1646 


775 


1588 


768 


1888 


;93 


1986 


659 


2017 


681 


2186 


1184 


2243 


923 


2517 


993 


2607 


1042 


25" 


870 


859 


1628 


783 


1149 


669 


1080 


660 


1084 


528 


723 


66178 


78688 


5SS98 


67018 


64705 


5S419 


60080 


69917 


60391 


48289 



COUNTIBa • 



Marion 

Monroe 

Morgan 

Maury 

Montgomery 
Marsliall.. . . . 

Macon 

McNairy. .. 
Madison .... 
Overton .... 

Obion 

Polk. 

Perry 

Bliea 

Rlioane 

Bobertson .. 
Butherford. . 

Sevier. 

Scott 

Sullivan .... 

Smith 

Stewart. 

Sumner. 

Shelby 

Tipton 

VanBuren.. 
Washington , 

Warrea 

Wayne 

White 

Williamson.. 

Wilson 

Wealtley.... 

Total 



Buchanan over Fiilmore, 7,460 j Scott over Pierce, 1,880 ; Taylor over Cass, 6,286 j Clay over Poilt, 113; Harrison 
over Van Biuen, 12,102. 



COUNTIES. 



Ascension 

Assumption . . . . 

Avoyelles 

Bienville 

Bossier 

Caddo 

Calcasieu 

Caldwell 

CIdborne 

Carroll 

Catahoula 

Concordia 

De Soto 

E. Baton Rouge 
E. Feliciana.... 

Franklin 

Iberville 

Jackson 

Jefferson 

Lafayette 

LaFourcbe.... 

Livingston 

Madison 

Morehouse 

Natchitoches ... 

Orleans 

Orleans R. B. ., 

Ouachita 

Plaquemine..., 

Pt. Coupee 

Bapides 

Sabhie 

St. Bernard .... 

St. Landry 

St. Helena 

.St. Tammany .. 



Am. 
Fillmore. 


Dem. 
Bucb'an. 


Whiq. 
Scott. 


Dem, 
Pitirco. 


Whiff. 
Tuylor. 


Dem. 
Cass, 


Whiff. 
Clny. 


Dem. 
Polk, 


Whi.iJ. 
Harribon. 


Dem. 
Van a. 


276 


479 


296 


860 


283 


286 


239 


264 


218 


213 


195 


887 


611 


553 


469 


286 


285 


279 


289 


840 


823 


684 


800 


887 


299 


859 


189 


864 


250 


225 


296 


706 


172 


813 


114 


189 


Unorga 


nized. 






202 


475 


180 


.248 


17 




69 


103 


Unorga 


nized. 


493 


463 


844 


842 


281 


800 


210 


165 


WithNa 


tchito'ea 


25 


296 


84 


221 


41 


181 


42 


128 


With 


Landry. 


102 


808 


64 


153 


90 


149 


69 


194 


No 


retturo. 


673 


852 


830 


606 


221 


823 


196 


875 


No 


return. 


283 


441 


219 


261 


268 


285 


190 


221 


96 


114 


411 


443 


280 


810 


820 


886 


243 


804 


259 


281 


155 


185 


121 


66 


183 


96 


188 


95 


269 


113 


296 


610 


241 


288 


149 


217 


62 


150 


Unorga 


nized. 


640 


693 


484 


485 


400 


406 


825 


899 


824 


803 


846 


464 


842 


448 


849 


894 


829 


419 


860 


480 


183 


264 


110 


192 


124 


162 


184 


153 


Unorga 


nized. 


265 


617 


813 


426 


429 


295 


253 


285 


204 


183 


887 


688 


174 


841 


127 


193 


Unorga 


nized. 




86 


987 


122 


928 


943 


717 


660 


484 


403 


252 


128 


463 


117 


277 


103 


220 


193 


899 


No 


return. 


800 


763 


676 


185 


739 


161 


471 


187 


688 


44 


281 


891 


159 


887 


144 


243 


100 


229 


127 


207 


239 


210 


171 


147 


283 


192 


206 


193 


147 


m 


851 


882 


196 


137 


178 


101 


107 


81 


Unorga 


nized. 


420 


688 


289 


407 


884 


495 


452 


650 


667 


610 


6853 


2475 


4663 


4682 


5651 


4579 


8026 


2613 


2681 


1748 


194 


151 


67 


161 


Unorga 


nized. 








180 


260 


890 


190 


240 


168 


176 


106 


206 


243 


205 


243 


161 


872 


187 


850 


87 


1007 


40 


250 


266 


621 


242 


864 


288 


870 


174 


175 


147 


189 


684 


763 


401 


623 


883 


648 


419 


686 


475 


882 


189 


84S 


237 


251 


246 


271 


255 


883 


Unorga 


nized. 


123 


12S 


180 


120 


124 


89 


185 


84 


173 


91 


807 


1108 


692 


663 


754 


876 


789 


406 


886 


484 


809 


272 


209 


246 


169 


183 


154 


222 


172 


288 
80 


804 


227 


1 254 


203 


275 


183 


169 


199 


204 



POPULAR VOTE FOB PRESIDENT. 
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LOUISIANA— {Contirmed.) 



COUNTIES. 


1856. 


1852. 


1848. 


1844. 


1840. 
























Am. 


Dem. 


V-hig. 


Item. 


Whig. 


J) tin. 


Whig. 


Dem. 


Whig. 


Dem. 




Fillmore. 


Uucb'an 


Scott. 


Fierce. 


Tiijior. 


CiuiS. 


Olivy. 


Folk. 


Ilnrribon. 


Viin li. 




67 


104 


101 


89 


135 


85 


96 


42 


69 


88 




880 


172 


821 


153 


481 


iir 


851 


181 


879 


8T 






21 1 








10(2 




J it> 


iCH> 


AK 




449 


874 


890 


248 


470 


166 


862 


142 


808 


67 




541 


423 


479 


298 


456 


240 


479 


803 


468 


108 




107 




xW 


^ AT 

10< 


1(1 


1 i ■< 
111 


ioi 


inQ 
lUo 


Unorga 


nized. 




897 


8S2 


197 


87 


853 


129 


265 


164 


813 


20 




545 


623 


485 


465 


807 


237 


206 


213 


74 


rc 




116 


284 


186 


126 


480 


62 


176 


104 


Unorga 


nized. 


West Baton Bouge. . . . 


200 


147 


220 


118 


255 


X09 


209 


104 


183 


84 




142 


804 


125 


253 


163 


190 


127 


280 


150 


184 




196 


290 


190 


802 


282 


261 


248 


808 


263 


286 




157 


814 


67 


138 


Unorga 


nized. 










Total 


20709 


22164 


17255 


18C4T 


16217 


16870 


18063 


18782 


11296 


7616 



Buclianan over Fillmore, 1,455; Pierce oirer Scott, 1,892; Taylor cm Cass, 2,847; Polk over Clay, 699 ; Harrison 
over Van BuVen, 8,680. 



nnig. 


Dem. 


Wing. 


Dem, 


MTiig. 


Dem. 




ClUlB. 


Vltty. 


Folk, 


Itarriiion. 


Van B. 


— — — 

563 


549 


548 


639 


228 


404 


423 


653 


401 


635 


201 


873 


834 


647 


281 


652 


181 


876 


277 


281 


282 


400 


IJnorga 
787 


nized. 


1462 


1048 


1806 


1108 


826 


724 


782 


611 


783 


486 


470 


935 


769 


888 


712 


580 


468 


1172 


486 


1203 


621 


992 


416 


773 


847 


617 
753 


852 




276 


795 


472 


443 


486 


148 


151 


120 


231 


Unorga 


nized. 


1006 


422 


924 


464 


765 


176 


499 


899 


628 


436 


209 


819 


849 


204 


851 


290 


134 


184 


626 


841 


780 


966 


802 


497 


227 


664 


204 


772 


99 


730 


611 


814 


858 


618 


484 


1026 


483 


423 


882 


870 


Unorga 


nized. 


248 




148 


608 


Unorga nized. 


629 


196 


468 


214 


176 


220 


1182 


786 


1122 


825 


670 


470 


1046 


810 


996 


814 


883 


226 


877 


125 


885 


92 


202 


168 


286 


294 


262 


815 


Ko 


return. 


842 


899 


284 


899 






642 


158 


690 


167 


301 


144 


986 


605 


803 


622 


445 


84i 


249 


209 


174 


251 


122 


144 


485 


238 


892 


216 


No 


return. 


1541 


781 


1695 


824 


1266 


689 


1159 


700 


1143 


771 


698 


464 


260 


225 


190 


840 


60 


649 


926 


664 


816 


634 


609 


660 


Cnorga 


nized. 




851 




m 


860 


868 


848 


483 


1187 


191 


1123 


229 


814 


218 


485 


629 


896 


493 


247 


82S 


463 


772 


886 


884 


168 


863 


607 


845 


482 


886 


263 


168 


617 


612 


82T 


1042 


274 


890 


640 


616 


693 


885 


867 


an 


804 


166 


277 


213 


152 


73 


1239 


681 


1095 


702 


698 


526 


850 


56 


834 


75 


174 


63 


891 


S96 


859 


975 


445 


714 


686 


628 


679 


558 


216 


887 


731 


559 


719 


638 


864 


860 


827 


1022 


703 


1044 


627 


794 


169 


853 


804 


740 


198 


621 


T96 


766 


701 


814 


403 


881 


1161 


970 


1092 


1042 


610 


684 


6S2 


489 


616 


469 


613 


889 


106 


214 


85 


262 


Unorga^nlzed. 


9S5 


1228 


687 


920 


Unorganized. 


648 


159 


669 


164 


809 


j 95 


478 


340 


863 


888 







COUNTIES. 



Am. 
Fillmore. 



Dem. 
Bucli'aa. 



Adair 

AUen 

Anderson .... 

BaUard 

Barren 

Bath 

Boone 

Bourbon 

Boyle 

Bracken 

Breathitt 

Breckenridge. 

BulUtt 

Butler 

Caldwell 

Calloway .... 
Campbell . . . . 

Carroll 

Curler 

Casey 

Christian .... 

Clark . 

Clay 

Clinton 

Crittenden . . . 
Cumberland.. 

Daviess 

Edmonson . . . 

EstUl 

Fayette 

Fleming 

Floyd 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Gallatin 

Oarrard 

Grant 

Graves ... 
Grayson . . . . 

Green 

Greenup 

Hancock 

Hardin 

Harlan 

Harrison 

Hart; 

Henderson . . . 

Henry 

Hickman . . . . 

Hopkins 

Jefferson 

Jessamine ... 

Johnson 

Eenton 

Knox ... ... 

lame 



455 
687 
299 
823 
1661 
642 
937 
957 
676 
876 
112 
1008 
645 
671 
463 
206 
906 
439 
298 
601 
16S0 
946 
421 
261 
606 
685 
954 
161 
474 
1404 
949 

85 
8S3 
840 
810 
866 
639 
475 
477 
403 
866 
425 
1226 
831 
965 
609 
865 
727 
244 
867 
4982 
614 

14 
1246 
688 
U6 



1083 
713 
737 
655 
1232 
1023 
618 
601 
862 
742 
602 
623 
661 
451 
607 
1209 
1219 
611 
787 
415 
1093 
418 
869 
622 
664 
835 
965 
421 
643 
1006 
848 
989 
794 
460 
269 
423 
676 
1880 
651 
689 
865 
407 
932 
264 
1095 
816 
767 
1050 
631 
1183 
2972 
653 
708 
1648 
271 
489 



Whig. 
Scott. 



457 
280 
292 
260 
1119 
687 
800 
973 
603 
633 

96 
842 
403 
812 
781 
169 
677 
446 
180 
474 
978 
842 
273 
277" 
896 
601 
1027 
203 
868 
1376 
688 
165 
833 
152 
872 
863 
437 
446 
483 
422 
637 
249 
1007 
827 
802 
465 
616 
744 
155 
73T 
8665 
656 

64 
976 
487 
417 



Dem. 
Fierce. 



697 
454 
606 
823 
967 
785 
769 
628 
823 
617 
234 
440 
446 
269 
874 
815 
1093 
473 
497 
230 
606 
822 
185 
843 
4S6 
167 
711 
213 
822 
809 
693 
222 
759 
283 
411 
286 
672 
971 
894 
487 
660 
205 
619 
65 
947 
673 
635 
983 
879 
809 
8791 
476 
299 
1384 
164 
848 



23-t A rOLITIOAL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1800. 



KENTUCKT-iContinutd.) 



COUNTIES. 


1856. 


1852. 


1848. 


1844. 


1840. 
























Am 












Whig, 


Dem, 




Dem 




Fillmore. 


Buch'an. 


Scolt. 


Pierce. 


Taylor. 


Cass. 


Clay. 


Polk. 


Harrison. 


Vhii i). 




408 


865 


872 


187 


488 


145 


884 


124 


171 


100 




466 


478 


885 


862 


414 


818 


847 


845 


HQ 
OO 


207 




79 


28T 


63 


78 


No 


return. 


29 


161 


Unorga 


nlzed. 




686 


631 


400 


KAD 

603 


RA1 

621 


566 


606 


KAO 

643 


O40 


OAA 

8U3 




796 


459 


674 


838 


882 


825 


769 


835 


Ulo 


"17 




457 


872 


812 


267 


403 


265 


424 


827 




861 




1613 


606 


1294 


884 


1402 


853 


1407 


874 




289 




258 


890 


Unorga 


nlzed. 
















1087 


882 


976 


641 


1318 


664 


1202 


con 
688 


ATA 

972 


420 




418 


110* 


782 


763 


765 


629 


715 


TOT 

787 


NO 


return. 




104 


943 


91 


4Jo 


120 


496 


nA 

94 


CAA 

600 








1303 


994 


1837 


896 


1681 


963 


1CAO 

1603 


frAA 

799 


1281 


RAO 




660 


Knit 

605 


885 


416 


407 


808 


256 


^1 AR 

195 


■f An 

149 


106 




404 


476 


Unorga 


nlzed. 
















714 


402 


647 


289 


718. 


225 


650 


223 


ODA 

839 


■f AO 

123 




615 


1181 


694 


914 


734 


1088 


6.17 




TOA 

789 


Aoa 




040 


AK-i 
401 


618 


atia 


6S8 


KAO 


oTo 


RAT 


Ron 


000 

O09 

nizfid. 




661 


col 


877 


OKA 


086 


OTA 

879 


AKt 

401 


ATQ 

44S 


Unorga 




289 


1063 


816 


509 


413 


490 


!247 


R1 e% 
Olii 


■ RT 

67 


OOK 

899 




783 


747 


814 


653 


ft A e* 
746 


487 


CRT 


AQn 
4ov 


04 4 

844 


OOT 
221 




793 


1041 


958 


487 


ii4.a 


AHA 

464 


1826 


oOo 


700 


429 




666 


709 


692 


721 


078 


704 




703 


429 


AWi 

439 


Ohio 


813 


Sn)i 


701 


624 


718 


542 


CM 


R(0 




247 




887 


ROD 


888 


486 


410 


4S8 


Acta 
420 




804 


OuO 




654 


1579 


605 


1186" 


633 


810 


40O 


noT 
887 


tTA 

174 


WS 




885 


401 


294 


826 


830 


243 


1 OK 

loo 


tnn 


Unorga 


nlzed. 




748 


iOi 


262 


670 


OTK 
OiO 


RAA 

599 


OCT 


RQA 


183 


8440 




173 


295 


180 


77 


No 


return. 


llo 


0* 


So 


ITii 


161 


701) 


"isl 


194 


OAK 


•1 Ai\ 

140 




£09 


nA 


Silo 




167 


177 


111 


lo3 


Unorga 


nlzed. 


727 










956 


1836 


707 


622 


947 


734 


708 


M A 

014 


AA9k 

449 




417 


184 


826 


91 


497 


95 


AK1 

451 


/TO 

73 


>4AA 

400 


158 




106 


297 


Unorga 


nlzed. 
















448 


429 


437 


■t Al^ 

195 


519 


ISO 


A01 

4!>1 


178 


ilb 


10T 

127 




674 


1049 


729 




197 


784 




OOQ 
V09 


044 


y))6 




1262 


l73 


^'1 o,l 


70t{ 


14o* 


71o 


1441 


7Uo 


losT 


030 




437 


ROT 

637 


OOA 


SoO 


A is 

44a 


423 


AKK 

400 


419 


QOT 
027 


0*^T 




891 


484 


831 


840 


460 


851 


A en 
469 ■ 


RAQ 

OOO 


nno 


847 




817 


672 


264 


627 


Unorga 


nlzed. 


784 


406 


650 


213 




762 


673 


652 


422 


808 


409 




681 


859 


560 


629 


5S3 


6S2 


657 


651 


271 


859 




275 


699 


800 


491 


861 


486 


268 


607 


Unorga 


nized. 




653 


925 


499 


612 


601 


453 


607 


684 


205 


268 




1354 


695 


982 


600 


1226 


603 


1182 


687 


763 


441 




441 


1145 


637 


680 


721 


678 


660 


709 


253 


686 




615 


699 


463 


342 


6S9 


405 


633 


842 


8S3 


849 




672 


833 


No 


return. 


684 


93 


481 


99 


269 


80 




672 


420 


706 


410 


778 


837 


760 


473 


615 


825 




67416 


74642 


67068 


63806 


67141 


49720 


61255 


81983 


684S9 


82616 



Buchanan over Fillmore, 7,226; Scott over Pierce, 8,262; Taylor over Cass, 17,421; Clay over Polk, 9,267; Harrl- 
eoa over Van Buren, 26,878. 



COUNTIES. 


Am. 
Pillmore. 


Dm, 
Uuch'an. 


Wliig. 
Scott. 


Dm. 
Pierce. 


Taylor. 


Dem. 
Cass. 


Whig. 
Clay. 


Dem. 
Polk. 


Whig. 
ilarrisoD. 


Don. 
Van B. 




224 


826 


120 


140 


80 


74 


80 


93 


120 


78 




No 


return. 


83 


146 


Unorga 


nlzed. 








249 




75 


753 


91 


834 


90 


290 


96 


851 


72 




843 


893 


183 


180 


227 


124 


144 


154 








66 


291 


62 


151 


Unorga 


nized. 






63 


223 




184 


655 


124 


833 


139 


261 


No 


return. 




157 


165 


85 


118 


146 


110 


210 


158 


191 


43 




192 


623 


186 


205 


193 


228 


174 


217 


119 


87 




6&4 


676 


Unorga 


nlzed. 












201 




147 


403 


110 


259 


149 


171 


167 


283 


177 




161 


871 


153 


286 


845 


457 


885 


565 


885 


847 




No 


return. 


95 


97 


104 


63 


109 


129 


95 


71 




218 


885 


150 


194 


203 


265 


Unorga 


nlzed. 




• 78 




225 


834 


185 


199 


203 


149 


127 


65 


173 




192 


877 


118 


185 


198 


249 


Unorga 


nized. 




i«d for lo- 


















Vote r'^jc 




lis 


449 


106 


224 


Returns 


rejected. 


146 


261 1 


form'...ay 


ll was (0 
















iimj. for V 


m Buren. 




61 


210 


18 


77 


62 


93 


No 


return. 


105 




No 


return. 


94 


211 


13 


46 


87 


206 


18 




415 


610 


296 


860 


875 


830 


814 


859 


210 


251 




131 


473 


12c 


269 


141 


178 


120 


287 


65 


103 



POPULAR VOTE FOR PRESIDENT. 



235 



ABKAN8AS-(,amUnutd.) 





1856. 


1853. 


1848. 


1844. 


1840. 


Am. 
Killmore. 


Dem. 
liucb'aii. 


Whig, 
Scou. 


rirm. 
Pierce. 


WTiig. 
Taylor. 


Dan. 
Cass. 


Whig. 
CIny. 


Dem. 
Fulk. 


Whig. 
tlarribun. 


Dem. 
Vnu B. 




via 




4.19 


OXA 


499 


403 


278 




fl70 


1013 




94 


495 


69 


226 


No 


r€turii* 






70 

4 f 


174 

X 44 








292 


SJVi 


104 


236 


124 


1S4 

J04 


107 

X1M 


14.1 
J40 






filS 


994 


SS\(i 
ouw 


19.1 


177 

X 4 4 


180 


147 

X44 


173 


100 








lis 


OO^ 


194 

1*74 


850 


141 

X4X 


vx 


IfiO 
Xvv 


894 






17fi 

■X ■ u 


14R 

X10 


170 

X 4U 


85 


93 


81 


70 


43 


9R 






717 


9QQ 

At/9 


417 

4X 1 




991 

AVI. 


112 

XX.il 


267 


ISIR 
xoo 


914 

.6X4 




79 


649 


7« 

4 U 


974 


87 

04 


214 


63 


866 


1H.1 


9.13 






893 


40 


1S7 
X04 


49 


49 


No 
x^u 


return 


91 

aX 


119 




191 


1RQ 


44 


RR 


llfl 

XiO 


110 

XXV 




XCbUi li. 


00 


71 




199 


9SS 


K7 




lis 

xxo 


9S 

*70 


92 


78 

40 


194 

X£4 


4.1 




45 


853 


9R 


111 
XXX 


T?pf nrnR 

XiCbUitiD 




With Ho 


fjinrtncr 

lio4'iltJK. 








82 


182 


o 
o 


70 

1*7 


2 


64 


16 


140 








Rnl 
wx 


4 VX 


4.19 


4Q(! 


fi71 

U4X 


428 


220 


1R4 








44 


X£<f 


1.S 

Xw 


oo 


29 


80 


88 


65 








ARi 


v£v 






No 


return 


2R0 


276 


288 


24T 




4T 
41 


94li 


40 


xuo 


fi7 

U4 


xoo 


No 


return 


93 


ft7 

04 








4Q 


1S9 

XOa 


44 


116 


29 


171 ' 

X 4 X 


4 


130 








17 
X 4 


04 


17 

X 4 




No 
x»w 


return 








1(53 




IRS 


J19.'> 

VCiO 


240 


S02 


941 


fi04 ' 
ovo 


1RS 

Xwv 






990 




7S 

40 


170 

X 4 V 


41 

*x 


111 

XXX 


TTn A7"CTft 
UliUXKtt 


nlzed 








ttRR 


789 


285 


419 


488 


455 


438 


628 


606 


494 




fiT 
01 






0.1 




129 


.10 

17»F 


51.11 

Oilx 


4.1 






213 


404 


137 




147 


244 


ISO 


219 


142 


185 




98 


2!5 


23 


63 


61 


180 


85 


167 


82 


112 




61 


803 


76 


197 


No 


return. 








maj. 51) 




892 


802 


180 


283 














286 


623 


50 


126 


108 


195 


114 


801 


76 


197 




808 


493 


172 


807 


208 


260 


99 


269 


82 


24G 




516 


626 


884 


531 


663 


635 


214 


409 


124 


173 




78 


805 


No 


return. 


95 


186 


46 


121 


23 


161 




867 


91T 


826 


495 


877 


480 


873 


729 


422 


620 




201 


408 


97 


139 


48 


60 


95 


123 


62 


40 


irea 


147 


888 


166 


825 


. 187 


1S6 


80 


249 








10787 


21910 


7404 


12173 


7688 


980O 


5504 


9546 


6160 


6706 



Buchanan over Fillmore, 11,123; Pierce over Scott, 4,769; Cass over Taylor, 1,712; Polk over Clay, 4,042; 
Tan Buren over Harrison, 1,606. 



COUNTIES. 


Am. 


Bern. 


Whig. 


Dm. 


Whig. 


Dem. 


Whiff. 


Dem. 


Whig. 


Dem. 


Fillmore. 


Biicli'aD. 


Scott. 


Pierce. 


Taylor. 


Case. 


Clay. 


Polk. 


Hnnisoii. 


Van H. 




283 


410 


113 


201 






294 


450 


Uncrga 


nlzed. 




428 


8S9 


466 


784 


884 


6S9 


884 


941 


Unorga 


nlzed. 




182 


845 


106 


150 


7r 


186 


Unorga 


nized. 


122 




565 




200 


160 


185 


166 


175 


163 


182 




148 


488 


72 


253 


65 


217 


142 


478 


98 


486 




63 


64 


Unorga 


nized. 
















255 


409 


104 


116 


146 


1S6 


S06 


807 


Unorga 


nized. 




159 


467 


167 


828 


203 


882 


262 


664 


160 


601 




199 


413 


23 


112 


Unorga 


nized. 


1190' 




1112 


600 




1829 


958 


1112 


613 


1102 


683 


602 




768 


1086 


712 


867 


704 


1055 


599 


1162 


840 


1128 




84 


148 


16 


26 


Unorga 


nized. 




812 


183 


164 




287 


295 


157 


209 


123 


163 


129 




1095 


805 


670 


493 


849 


631 


940 


793 


881 


626 


Camden 


210 


269 


67 


109 


155 


282 


70 


247 


Unorga 


nized. 




664 


893 


823 


4S7 


485 


709 


618 


914 


456 


764 




899 
696 


659 


239 


286 


266 


298 


242 


811 


112 


182 




661 


228 


887 


No 


return. 


257 


443 


Unorga 


nized. 




168 


891 


65 


162 


116 


271 


Unorga 


nized. 


891 




440 


659 


848 


493 


417 


677 


871 


602 


246 




721 


587 


825 


289 


284 


242 


225 


220 


240 


206 




766 


675 


626 


406 


626 


413 


765 


652 


467 


649 




406 


897 


2S3 


290 


290 


2S6 


810 


667 


187 


268 




259 


652 ■ 


216 


462 


277 


631 


418 


1122 


848 


962 




787 


773 


645 


685 


813 


633 


901 


783 


778 


694 




460 


484 


240 


278 


263 


276 


287 


867 


240 


264 




883 


413 


175 


876 


166 


806 


255 


690 
845 


Unorga 


nized. 




132 


454 


102 


844 


105 


288 


76 


Unorga 


nized. 




880 


672 


296 


851 


269 


853 


816 


446 


170 


264 




77 


896 


74 


96 


Unorga 


nlzed. 


Unorga 


nlzed. 








172 


886 


66 


167 


87 


146 








101 


147 


No 


return. 


42 


42 


Unorga 


nized. 








No 


return. 


81 


85 


Unorga 
889 


nized. 


889 


796 


855 


652 




681 


846 


277 


619 


680 




220 


403 


89 


804 


87 


849 


71 


826 


186 


686 



236 A POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK POR 1860. 



MiaSOURI-iCcntimiid). 



COUNTIES. 


1856. 


1 

1852. 


1848. 


1844. 


1840. 


Fillinnre. 


Dem. 
Buch'an. 


Whi/j. 
Scott. 


Dem. 
Pierce. 


Whig. 
Taylor. 


Dem. 
Cass. 


Whig. 
Clay. 


Dem. 
Polk. 


Whig. 
Harribon, 


Dem. 
Vim 15. 




896 


757 


133 


283 


152 


896 


Unorga 


nized. 








1003 


1029 


484 


920 


401 


825 


851 


817 


171 


433 


f^'rt 1 n /I *r 


850 


835 


215 


1S4 


225 


137 


846 


865 


Unorga 


nized. 




818 


495 


111 


161 


63 


144 


Unorga 


nized. 






402 


869 


266 


245 


274 


239 


280 


233 


299 


421 


XT 1 aI^ 


180 


833 


76 


194 


98 


224 


Unorga 


nized. 


Unorga 


nized. 




240 


409 


189 


291 


143 


243 


185 


878 






798 


867 


675 


762 


801 


8S3 


1013 


969 


753 


901 




894 


1168 


728 


863 


695 


954 


614 


852 


457 


711 




294 


893 


169 


855 


161 


294 


115 


242 


Unorga 


nized. 




623 


887 


172 


810 


246 


811 


827 


849 


293 


321 




844 


&10 


860 


456 


834 


451 


867 


611 


225 


874 




891 


471 


210 


255 


196 


187 


Unorga 


nized. 








225 


821 


71 


184 


Unorga 


nized. 










1293 


654 


803 


682 


915 


685 


820 


676 


Unorga 


nized. 




858 


674 


168 


890 


170 


874 


Unorga 


nized. 






642 


761 


893 


403 


47& 


479 


880 


403 


542 


602 




672 


846 


440 


687 


666 


696 


678 


683 


462 


548 




883 


400 


249 


282 


230 


297 


269 


494 


98 


235 


Til n rfof An 


430 


601 


251 


821 


195 


873 


198 


851 


249 


487 


ILf nT) 1^ n n 1 /I 


61 


299 


63 


194 


Unorga 


nized. 












485 


934 


855 


473 


860 


470 


S27 


457 


874 


600 


XT Qf)lQi\n 


855 


413 


117 


259 


231 


877 


183 


809 


152 


276 




67 


246 


Unorga 


nized. 
















1821 


727 


894 


751 


1046 


797 


1017 


721 


827 


634 




417 


460 


186 


186 


144 


183 


Unorga 


nized. 






Uftllov* 


103 


224 


62 


279 


76 


878 


74 


869 


21 


817 




S17 


827 


117 


163 


138 


181 


Unorga 


nized. 






Itf nnlf 0011 


387 


427 


189 


853 


161 


466 


Unorga 


nized. 








1012 


762 


760 


611 


807 


561 


793 


678 


815 


618 




603 


865 


886 


265 


879 


186 


359 


232 


344 


262 




i!27 


403 


133 


278 


167 


842 


262 


644 


167 


494 




295 


284 


98 


82. 


823 


168 


293 


208 


863 


194 




236 


628 


107 


823 


161 


461 


1S9 


065 


178 


eeo 




183 


438 


61 


111 


4:} 


148 


Unorga 


nized. 








219 


412 


148 


872 


92 


812 


120 


484 








87 


824 


11 


95 


Unorga 


nized. 












61 


149 


82 


67 


69 


113 


67 


208 


Unorga 


nized. 




111 


119 


67 


84 


Unorga 


nized. 










207 


686 


171 


213 


822 


889 


885 


463 


Unorga 


nized. 




432 


819 


245 


801 


280 


265 


228 


819 


1.56 


262 


THira 


1131 


1113 


603 


753 


793 


784 


801 


609 


732 


746 




1010 


1263 


910 


1060 


1102 


1494 


900 


18^6 


459 


963 


Pnllr 


412 


662 


260 


604 


231 


616 


278 


636 


241 


860 


TllilncilrS 


68 


263 


89 


169 


124 


241 


86 


825 


196 


729 




257 


483 


104 


121 


74 


120 


Unorga 


nized. 








634 


869 


841 


273 


897 


299 


422 


832 


400 


835 




606 


695 


476 


602 


607 


508 


596 


571 


515 


405 




744 


674 


4S3 


618 


609 


626 


699 


734 


432 


563 




82 


114 


6 


93 


21 


148 


Unorga 


nized. 




825 




41 


806 


16 


83 


14 


154 


81 


266 


15 




6S3 


772 


878 


693 


477 


669 


480 


503 


686 


459 




210 


847 


149 


225 


143 


263 


177 


812 


Unorga 


nized. 




401 


641 


250 


629 


285 


274 


801 


234 


221 


199 




803 


856 


122 


165 


142 


103 


193 


245 


170 


222 


Of T.iMita 


6534. 


6534 


4293 


6S26 


4827 


4778 


86S3 


3329 


2515 


1874 


filnKn A 


853 


699 


614 


443 


636 


433 


591 


446 


875 


822 


wmIi 11 w1 av* 


237 


472 


177 


222 


204 


192 


i Unorga 


nized. 






fiiAAtl A n n 


852 


632 


216 


2S3 


131 


240 


817 


442 


Unorga 


nized. 


QAAtf 


845 


222 


69 


97 


147 


217 


268 


480 


284 


1 500 


A nv^ An 


14 


40 




9 


85 


64 


67 


271 


Unorga 


nized. 


filial Ktt 


432 


878 


207 


828 


175 


263 


244 


209 


238 


220 


fi^A/i/lovjl 


151 


815 


116 


177 


97 


190 


115 


823 


69 


308 


Of AriA 




Jot 


IT 
It 


Qi. 


Unorgft 


niz6d. 










fitilllTTAn 


260 


653 


127 


277 


151 


250 


Unorga 


nized. 




258 




84 


883 


11 


163 


54 


825 


36 


297 


41 




91 


479 


95 


167 


82 


185 


Unorga 


nized. 








172 


802 


6S 


153 


Unorga 


nized. 






848 




878 


8f.9 


8Gi 


801 


851 


886 


864 


841 


842 




487 


678 


860 


834 


473 


423 


618 


588 


479 


614 




100 


237 




144 


91 


245 


86 


866 


67 


211 




189 


468 


Unorga 


nIzed. 
















64 


267 


95 


167 


72 


181 


W 


486 


Unorga 


nized. 




48524 


1 63164 
1 


29984 


8S853 


82671 


40077 


81251 


41369 


22972 


29760 



Suclianan over Fillmore, 9,640; Pierce over Scott, 8,361'; Cass over Taylor, 7,406; Folic over Clay, 10,118; Van 
Boren over Harrison, 6,788. 



I'Ul'L'LAll VOTE FOR PRESIDENT. 



231 



-wisao»Tsi3sr. 



COUNTIES. 



1856. 



Frem. Buch. Fill, 



Adair 

Adams .... 
Appanoose 
Allamakee. 
Audubon . . 
Benton .... 
Black Uawk 

Boone 

Bremer ... 

Butler. 

Buchanan.. 

Cedar 

Chickasaw. 
Clarke .... 
Calhoun . . . 

Cass 

Clinton 

Clayton ... 
Cerro 6'rdo 
Crawford . . 

Savis 

Decatur . . . 

Dallas 

Delaware... 
DeEmoines.. 
Dubuque 
Fremont , . . 
Fayette ... 

Floyd 

Franklin... 
Greene .... 
Guthrie.... 
Grundy ... 

Hardin 

Harrison .. 

Henry 

Howard . . . 

Iowa 

Jackson . . . 
Jasper .... 
Jefferson .. 
Jolinson . . . 

Jones 

Keokuk , . . 
Kossuth . . . 

Lee 

Linn 

Louisa 

Lucas 

Menona . . . 
Marion .... 
Madison.. . . 
Mahaska . . 
Marshall .. 
Jlltchcll . . . 
Monroe.... 
Montgom'y 

MUls 

Muscatine . 

Polk 

Potawoto'ie 

Page 

Poweshiek 
Rinpgold . 
Shelby ... 

Bcott 

Story 

Sac 

Tama .... 
Taylor ... 

Union 

VanBuren. 
Wapello . . 
Warren .. 
Wayne . . . 
Washington 
We))ster 
Winneshiek 
Wright . 

Total. 



72 
118 
191 
630 
23 
558 
566 
203 
82T 
223 
709 
1016 
851 
846 
9 
182 
1245 
1420 
101 
86 
201 
243 
487 
801 
1338 
1322 
166 
1048 
224 
120 
73 
196 
65 

mi 

170 

176' 
207 
492 

1163 
878 

li8S 

1215 
964 
895 
85 

1760 

1652 
993 
888 
41 

N^re 
680 

1284 
631 
814 
622 
63 
287 

1091 

1065 
259 
100 
459 
92 
62 

1675 
232 
25 
470 
119 
102 

1092 

1093 
855 
183 

1188 
8S9 
770 
91 



27 
78 
854 
500 
SI 
426 
282 
819 
172 
141 
843 
701 
102 
838 
14 
84 
839 
754 
40 
8 

1014 
.I'S 
819 
500 
1413 
2427 
203 
452 
124 

83 
117 
205 
2 
195 
124 
767 

63 
826 
1832 
455 
1023 
9C4 
668 
880 

12 
2153 
971 
642 
855 

56 
turn. 
619 
940 
199 
135 
603 

6S 
163 
895 
883 
853 
171 
255 

62 

19 
1119 
272 

85 
296 
188 
121 
1896 
1175 
618 
863 
629 
209 
209 

21 



43954 



4 
8 
487 
28 
4 
128 
83 
66 
48 
29 
21 
176 
82 
77 



142 
67 
1 

752 
183 

20 
149 
622 
256 
103 
114 

14 



185Z. 



Scott. Pierce Hale 



12 

Td. 

9 

808 

79 
276 

88 
206 
2S2 

10 
19T 

650 
2T3 
200 
176 
18 

61 
268 
104 
1 

93 
17 

102 
32 
91 
84 

189 
87 
64 

829 
79 

90 
81 
17 
824 
252 
102 
170 
403 
31 
13 



No re 
No re 
247 
142 
Uno 
80 
No re 
40 
Uno 
Uno 
123 
338 
No re 
20 
Uno 
No re 
278 
471 
Uno 
Uno 
592 
65 
79 
233 
984 
600 
95 
167 
No re 
Uno 
No re 
7 

Uno 
No re 
No re 
882 
Uno 
112 
654 
160 
767 
415 
266 
826 
Uno 
1879 
622 
468 
80 
No re 
411 
103 
699 
81 
No re 
204 
No re 
42 
662 
401 
111 
29 
61 
Uno 
No re, 
617 
No re 
Uno 



36170 



9180 



turn 
turn 
835 
123 
rg'd. 

89 
turn. 

84 
rg'd. 
rg'd. 
148 
864 
turn. 

82 
rg'd. 
turn. 
836 
461 
rg'd. 
rg'd. 
614 
183 
89 
204 
1164 
1150 
96 
117 
turn, 
rg'd. 
turn. 

89 
rg'd. 
turn, 
turn. 

518 
rg'd 
101 
739 
113 
796 
531 
888 
403 
rg'd, 
1703 
692 
868 
65 
turn, 
489 
150 
641 
62 
turn, 
285 
turn, 
91 
605 
4.39 
182 
40 
46 
rg'd. 
turn. 

641 
turn, 
rg'd. 



No reitum. 

9 



No re 
981 
6S8 
95 
63 
473 
No re 

6s; 

Uno 



turn, 
1028 
762 
82 
69 
869 
turn. 

63 
rg'd 



25 



102 
87 



12 



16856,17763 



1848. 



Tayl'r Cass. 



223 



12 
8 
97 
83 
22 
42 

201 
80 
105 
8 

13 

89 



86 



SO 
18 



81 



48 
20 
18 

181 



1604 



Uno 
Uno 
44 
Uno 

22 
Uno 
Uno 



21 
205 
Uno 
Uno 

Uno 
168 
184 



118 
rg'd. 

43 
rg'd. 
rg'd. 

87 
276 
rg'd 



207 
188 



864 
Uno 
80 
107 
955 
865 
Uno 
Uno 
Uno 

Uno 
Uno 

Uno 
Uno 
655 

25 
897 

66 
687 
286 
154 
231 

1189 
293 
428 
Uno 
Uno 
277 
Uno 
402 
Uno 
Uno 
111 
Uno 
Uno 
896 
185 
Uno 
Uno 
20 

Uno 
885 
Uno 

Uno 



COUNTIES. 



rg'd. Adams ... 
rg'd. {Bad Ax... 
Brown .... 
Buffalo . , . 
Chippewa., 
Calumet.. . 
Clarke ... 
Columbia- 
Crawford . 

Dane 

Dodge.... 

Door 

Douglas . . 

rg'd. ^Dunn 

FondduLac 

rg'd.J Grant 

Greene 

Iowa 

Jackson . . . 
Jefferson .. 
Juneau.... 
Kenosha... 
Kewaunee . 
La Crosse.. 
Lafayette.. 
Lapointe .. 
Manitowoc. 
Marathon... 
Marquette.. 
Milwaukee 
Monroe... 
Oconto . . . , 
Ozaukee . . 
Outagamie 
Pierce.... 

Polk 

Portage . . 
Racine ... 
Richland . 

Rock 

Sauk 

Shawanaw.. 
Sheboygan 
St. Croix... 



876 
rg'd, 
26 
104 
107G 
764i 
rg'd. 
rg'd, 
rg'd. 

rg'd. 
rg'd. 

rg'd. 
rg'd. 
459 

69 
659 
69 
739 
859 
207 
855 



1614 
883 
286 
rg'd. 
rg'd. 

80< 
rg'd. I 
400 1 
rg'd, 
rg'd. 

195 
rg'd. 
rg'd, ; 
377 
234 
rg'd. : 
rg'd, 
20 

rg'd. 

866 
rg'd. 



Walworth,, 
Washingtoi 
Waukesha . 
Waupacca, 
Waushara . 
Winnebago 
Wood 



Total. 



1856. 


1852. 


1848. 


Frem. 


Bach. 


Fill. 


Scott. 


Pierce |HsIe 


Tayl'r] Cau. 


1691 


625 


9 


Ill 


86 




Uno'rg'd. 


697 


281 


21 


No re 


turn. 




Uno rg'd. 


499 


1004 


— 


826 


615 




288, 


809 


68 


168 


— 


Uno 


rg'd. 








No re 


turn. 




Uno 


rg'd. 




With Cra'f. 


4«»'j 


408 


1 


149 


246 


— 


66: 


79 


78 


87 


— 


Uno 


rg'd. 








2950 


1239 


7 


1183 


1283 


81, 


802 


145 


621 


429 


1 


met. 


42 




109 


215 


8996 


S448 


6 


1004 


2138 


288 


724 


757 


8455 


2784 


15 


1205 


2264 


429 


627 


797 


No re 


turn. 




Uno 


rg'd. 








No re 


turn. 




Uno 


rg'd. 








890 


119 


— 


Uno 


rg'd. 




446 




8292 


2511 


25 


1065 


1635 


408' 


4S3 


2809 


1419 


186 


1841 


1379 


129 


1649! 1148 


2004 


1087 


82 


659 


865 


186 


479 


891 


1497 


1474 


27 


895 


948 




884 


848 


506 


144 


6 


Uno 


rg'd. 


j 






8290 


8484 


6 


1208 


1698 


859 


713 


840 


With 


Ada 


ms. 


Uno 


rg'd. 


1 






1508 


831 


— 


483 


690 


636 


Uno rg'd. 


89 


206 


• — 


5 


28 


— 


Uno rg'd. 


987 


641 


25 


260 


825 


10 


Uno rg'd. 


1415 


1722 


19 


850 


1889 




921: 1001 


No re 


turn. 




No re 


turn. 


1 

1 


No re turn. 


1177 


1907 


— 


209 


874 


9 


77 


150 


269 


207 


1 


Noi-e 


turn. 


1 


Uno 


rg'd. 


• 2518 


1032 


19 


maj. 


800 


1 


214 


174 


■2798 


7188 


25 


2019 


8640 
rg'd. 


627| 


1189 


2151 


722 


254 


6 


Uno 


J 






No re 


turn. 




71 


101 




Uno 


rg'd. 


S60 


2032 


— 


Uno 


rg'd. 


I 

J 




602 


758 


1 


145 


429 
rg'd. 


44 


Uno 


rg'd. 


414 


106 


11 


Uno 






95 


64 


1 


Uno 


rg'd. 








680 


861 


H 


No re 


turn. 




216 


225 


2299 


1688 




848 


1808 


776 


907 


685 


882 


455 


87 


166 


166 


— 


With 


Iowa 


4707 


1966 


10 


1509 


1691 


923 


1800 


491 


'2016 


993 


4 


611 


696 


156 


149 


158 


68 


2t 




Uno 


rg'd. 








1891 


1921 


16 


662 


1315 


876 


872 


442 


417 


252 




maj. 


62 




No re 


turn. 


190 


45 




TTnn 


rg'd. 








8518 


1297 


4 


965 


1141 


1433 


604 


650 


813 


2641 


7 


1156 


2350 


183 


855 


1720 


2876 


2020 


8 


939 


1582 


1186 


806 


961 


1686 


76 




No re 


turn. 




Uno 


rg'd. 


1292 


216 


"e 


147 


174 


116 


Uno 


rg'd. 


2769 


1415 


20 


707 


949 


576 


300 


222 


260 


95 




Uno 


rg'd. 








'66090*62848 


1 679 


22240 


33658 8814 


13747 


15001 



Fremont over Buchanan, 13,247; Pierce over Scott, 
11,418 ; Cass over Taylor, 1,254. In 1848, Mr. Van Burea 
received 10,418 votes in this State. 



926 
670 
Uno 



Uno 



11084 



12093 



1,126 votes in this State. 



COUNTIES. 


1856. 


1852. 


Frem't. 


Bncb'n, 


Fillm'e. 


Scott. 


Pierce, 


Hale. 




728 


729 


213 


Uno 


rg'd. 






657 


1784 


li567 


Uno 


rg'd. 






744 


2501 


1702 


1478 


1741 






662 


2615 


1604 


2290 


2S48 






18 


289 


805 


225 


282 




Contra Costa... 


183 


457 


288 


418 


690 






Uno 


rg'd. 












1891 


4048 


2968 


6146 


6106 






1 


218 


128 


Uno 


rg'd. 






108 


204 


191 


Uno 


rg'd. 






82 


882 


440 


217 


210 




Los Angeles . . , 


621 


721 


185 


498 


674 






151 


850 


62 


146 


187 






166 


1254 


772 


854 


1292 




Mendocino . . . , 


With 


Sono 


ma. 










14 


249 


124 


Uno 


rg'd. 




Monterey . . . , 


220 


267 


169 


64 


273 






157 


444 


841 


208 


270 






1462 


8500 


2288 


8618 


2856 





2S8 



A i'OLlTiCAL TEXT-iJUUii i'Uli IbiiU. 



CALIFORNIA— {ConUnuid.) 



TEXAS— {Continued.) 



COUNTIES. 



Placer 

Plumas 

Sacramento... 
San Bernardi'o 
San Diego .... 
San Francisco. 
San Joaquin . . 
SanLuisObispo 
San Mateo . . 
Santa Barbara 
Santa Clara.. 
Canta Cruz... 

Shasta 

Sierra 

Siskiyou 

Solano 

Sonoma 

Stanislaus ... 

Sutter 

Tehama 

Trinity 

Tulare and 
Buena Vista 
Tuolumne ... 

Yolo 

Yuba 



1856. 


1852. 


Frem't. 


Bach'n. 


Fillm'e. 


Scott. 


Fierce. 


Hale. 


992 


2803 


2096 


229a 


noQi 
iesol 




217 


1124 


865 


Uno 


rg'd. 




941 


o4i>3 


8386 


od44 






93 


814 


7 


Uno 


rg'd. 




18 


178 


83 


• AT 

lOT 


luo 




6039 


5332 


1593 


410T 


An 1 1 
4x41 




MS 


1285 


1040 


1159 


llvif 




107 


83 


•1 K 

10 


4 to 
lis 


11 ' 




233 


ncn 
zo2 


llo 


TTnn 

Uno 


rg'd. 




183 


176 


10 


TO 
10 


1U4 




809 


OlO 


Ola 


Q07 
0£l 






196 


820 


283 


186 


806 




169 


1587 


1083 


767 


971 




693 


2C<06 


2205 


1843 


1619 






OATO 


1791. 


409 


4u.e 




•t OA 

ls9 




634 


OAO 

<HlO 


OOO 




882 


1516 


498 


267 


474 




21 


436 


228 


Uno 


rg'd. 




92 


491 


847 


214 


205 




44 


436 


811 


Uno 


rg'd. 




188 


1011 


882 


683 


785 




i- 23 


24S 


189 


82 


40 




105C 


2986 


2112 


2541 


8182 




180 


553 


683 


400 


350 




650 


8451 


2031 


2077 


2199 




20691 


58865 


86165 


85407 


40626 


100 



COUNTIES. 


1856. 


1852. 


1848. 


FlUm'e. 


BacVn. 


Scott 


PlenA 


T»ylor. 


Cau. 


AnderBon • • • . 


825 


612 


160 


412 


83 


229 


Ancrllnn. 


No re 


turn. 


23 


66 


29 


62 




68 


87 


Uno 


rg'd. 


45 


175 




120 


853 


T 


22 




83 


171 


Uno 


rg'd. 








12 


9 


Uno 


rg'd. 


42 






£80 


403 


94 


243 


191 




151 


812 


26 


157 


Uno 


rg'd. 

832 




818 


747 


299 


804 


189 




20 


64 


Uno 


rg'd. 


83 


172 




74 


225 


43 


143 




74 


66 


9 


84 




83 




Uno 


rg'd. 






9 


61 




163 


261 


19 


108 




76 


141 




21 


Uno 


rg'd. 


Camanche ... 


11 


40 


Uno 


rg'd. 


107 


228 




852 


681 


80 


75 


Cherokee .... 


614 


845 


243 


696 


110 


802 




802 


664 


63 


185 


43 


99 






63 


6 


14 








196 


895 


84 


235 


27 


99 




maj. 


85 


94 


125 


71 


76 




128 


492 


242 


829 








188 


253 


80 


92 


20 


63 




26 


284 


6 


112 


14 


105 




69 


118 


Uno 


rg'd. 


67 


209 




245 


603 


122 


283 




132 


803 




87 


7 


46 




108 


253 






16 


81 


ElUs 


176 


239 


43 


90 


Uno 


rg'd. 


El Paso, Earth 


mflj. 


1022 


Uho 


rg'd. 


88 


245 




ses 


55T 


68 


203 




74 


153 


Uno 


rg'd. 




175 




899 


667 


166 


841 


92 


Fort Bend.... 


186 


196 


81 


86 


89 


185 


Freestone .... 


144 


841 


8 


188 


Uno 


rg'd. 


Galveston.. . . . 


814 


431 


141 


824 


71 


76 




25 


115 


2 


74 








185 


98 






27 


84 




863 


510 


120 


209 


63 


92 




260 


828 


63 


142 


63 


186 


Guadaloupe... 


258 


859 


63 


154 


81 


72 




182 


415 


63 


198 


47 


184 




449 


616 


195 


468 


289 


443 




123 


180 


21 


66 


12 


43 


Hidalgo 




169 


48 


119 


Uno 


rg'd. 




1 181 


175 


Uno 


rg'd. 







Buchanan over Fremont, 82,674 ; fierce over Scott, \ 
6,219. 



COUNTIES. 


1856. 


1853. 


Fillm'e. 


3ach*D. 


Scott. 


Pierce. 


„ 1 


ouo 


OOO 






Henderson . . . 


TT 


909 


9ft 


1A 
(4 




OQQ 


OOU 


9Q 


116 






4Uv 


40 


19*1 
LLO 




J.OO 


fiQ9, 


10 


191 
1^1 






OS 


OO 


yo 






JlOU 


TTnn 


rg u. 




TTnn 

uno 


rg U* 






GO 


loo 


Ov 


191 
l&l 




*kt9 


lUir 


Uno 


rg ^* 


Kuufman . . . . 


Aft 
w 




UUU 


rg a. 




11Q 




TTnn 
UUU 


rg a. 




TTnA 


rg U. 






fTnn 

uno 


rg a. 










til 

wO 


K7 


1Q0 
lOV 






17 


TTnn 


rg a. 








QQ 
OO 


OO 






SiSVT 


AA 


19 J. 






IRA 


Ai\ 




T.lfiacf Ana 


11Q 


mi 


OO 


17A 




Uno 


rg u. 






lil&no.., 


23 




Uno 


rg u. 


AlCvUlIOCK . • . 


uuo 


rg a. 




ilXVlJcUUaU ■ • • 




£\tO 


K 
U 


A*\ 
40 




If)** 


11Q 
lit} 


TTnn 
UIIU 


rg a. 


Matagorda.. . ■ 


AO 
*xO 


111 

111 


ftO 
vv 


71 


M&verlch .... 


TTnn 

uno 


rg a. 








09 


1 jtA 
iOO 


o 

SI 


42 


Mtlnm 


LvD 


911 




11Q 
lltf 


Montgomery. . 


1 ft.^ 


17Q 


14 


ion 


Nacogdoches . 




Out 


7ft 


Qt9 




OO 


loo 


1ft 


111 
111 




910 


OW 


Qiw 






niaj* 


100 


91 
«1 


0& 




Du 


7Q 


9^ 


Off 


Pain Ptntn 


uno 


rg a. 








J. Oil 


'±UO 


Uno 


rg u. 




uno 


rg a. 






71 
ll 


£00 




lot 


T)f*A G 1 /fl a A 


No re 


turn* 


Uno 


rg a. 


i\eu iviver. ... 




9CQ 


ou 


9Qft 

Zoo 




ilT 

oi 


Oft 

OO 


TTnn 

unu 


rg a. 


noDcnsou.. • • • 


QA 
oO 




t>o 


yo 






11 »<17 


9J.9 






fiA 
CHJ 


1 1Q 


1ft 
XO 


01 


San Augustine 




199 


9Q 


1^ft 

liJO 


can iraincxo. • 


nisji 
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26 
87 
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26 
16 



63 
80 
207 
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rg'd. 
61 
41 



Uno rg'd. 



4509 I 10608 



Buchanan over Fillmore, 16,630; Pierce over Scott, 
8,557 ; Cass over Taylor, 6,159. 



F Zj o :r X x> A^. 

Thb vote of thl« State, In 1856, was : For Fillmore, 4,888 ; 
for Buchanan, 6,858 ; maj. for Buchanan, 1,625. In 1852, 
Scott received 2,875; Pierce, 4,818 ; mRj. for Pierce, 1,448. 
In 1848, Taylor received 8,118; Cass, 1,847; maj. foi 
Taylor, 1,269. 



POPULAR VOTE FOH PRESIDENT, BY STATES. 
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Alabama. . . 
Arkansas.. . 
California... 
Connecticut 
Delaware... 
Florida 


20691 
42715 
80S 

96189 
94375 
43954 
814 

67879 
231 
108190 
71762 

88345 
28338 
276007 

187497 
147510 
11467 
Elect 

89561 
291 
66090 


46789 
21910 
53865 
84995 
8004 
6858 
56578 
105348 
118670 
86170 
74642 
22164 
89080 
89115 
89240 
52136 
85440 
68164 
82789 
40943 
195878 
48246 
170874 
230710 
6680 
ors Cho 
73638 
81169 
10569 
89706 
62848 


28552 
10787 
86165 

2615 

6175 

4838 
42228 
87444 
223S6 

0180 
67416 
20709 

8325 
47460 
19G26 

1660 
24195 
48524 
422 
24115 
124604 
86886 
28126 
82175 

1675 
sen by 
66178 
15689 
645 
60810 
679 


15038 
7404 
85107 
80357 
6293 
2S75 
16660 
64934 
80901 
16S56 
67068 
17255 
82513 
85066 
526S3 
83859 
17M8 
29984 
16147 
83556 

231S82 
89058 

152526 

179174 
7626 

Legisl 
68893 
4995 
22173 
68572 
22240 


26881 
12178 
40626 
83249 
6318 
4.118 
84705 
80597 
96340 
17763 
63S06 
18647 
41609 
40020 
44569 
41812 
26876 
88353 
29997 
44805 
2020S3 
89744 
169220 
198568 
8735 
ature. 
670IS 
13552 
13044 
78858 
83658 


100 
8160 
62 

9966 
6929 
1604 

8030 
64 
2S028 
7237 

6695 
850 
26329 

81682 
8625 
644 

6621 
8814 


80482 
7638 


81868 
9300 




260S4| 87740 
6504 9516 




28471 
6160 


83991 
6766 




16687 
1238 


19068 
2400 


No op. 


J'son. 


1988 


17188 


2416 


9448 


1680 


67 


















80314 
6421 
8116 
47544 
63047 
69907 
11084 
67141 
18217 
85125 
87702 
C1070 
23940 
25922 
82671 
147S1 
40015 
218603 
43&5U 
13S360 
186613 
6779 

64705 
4!)()9 


27046 
6898 
1847 
44802 
66300 
T4745 
12093 
49720 
15370 
89SS0 
81628 
85281 
806S7 
26537 
4(»77 
27703 
86901 
114318 
34869 
154775 
171176 
8646 

68419 
10U6S 


6005 
80 

15774 
8100 
1126 

12096' 
126 
88058 
10389 

7560 
829 
120510 

, , _ 1 

85364' 
11263 
730 

1 

_ 1 


82882 29S4i 
6278j 6996 


1943 


81601 
6967 


25296 
48S4 


174 


18466 
4733 


19284 
4166 


17765 
4276 


11269 
4110 


18829 
4769 


4448 
4349 


7687 
By 


Legisl 


1978 
ature 




Georgia.... 
Illinois .... 
Indiana.... 


42100. 44i77 
45528, 57920 
67867j 70191 


8570 
2106 


40261 
45537 
6Ki02 


81921 
47470 
51604 


149 


24930 
149S3 
41281 


22126 
1S097 
82480 


5429 
15472 


20760 
14147 
81652 


1531 
17052 


18709 
6763 
22237 


By 
1542 
8096 


Legisl 
1901 
7843 


ature 
219 


1047 
6315 


Kentucky... 
Louisiana... 

Maryland.. 
Msssachu'a. 
Michigan . . 
Mississippi.. 
Missouri.. . . 
New-lfamp. 
New-Jersey 
New-York.. 
N. Carolliia 

Ohio 

Pennsylv'tt. 
Rhode Isl'd 
S. Carolina. 
Tennessee. . 


6i255: 61988 
180S3 13782 
84-^78 45719 
35984 82676 
67418, 62346 
24337, 27759 
19206 25126 
81251: 41389 
17866 27160 
8S318 87495 
2324S2 237588 
432^32 89287 
155057 149117 
161203 167585 
1822 4867 
1 

60030^ 69917 


4836 

10860 
8632 

4161 
181 
J6812 

8050 
8133 
107 


68489 
11 296 
46612 
88528 
72874 
22933 
19518 
22972 
2615^ 
83351 
220817 
46376 
148167 
141021 
6278 

60391 


82615 
7616 
46201 
2S762 
61944 
21hSl 
16995 
29760 
82761 
81034 
212527 
83782 
124782 
143672 
8301 

4S2S9 


194 

1621 
321 

126 
69 
2798 

903 
843 
42 


86956 
8883 

15239 

25862 

4109? 
40U0 
9638 
8837 
6228 

26892 
138643 

23626 
106405 

87111 

2rio 

85962 


83436 
3653 
22300 
22167 
83501 
7800 
9979 
10995 
18722 
26347 
166816 
26910 
96948 
91475 
S964 

26120 


43896 
2528 
27204 
19160 
83003 


86247 
4049 
83291 
19166 
14545 


siira 

4097 
20778 
25769 
29836 


89084 
4606 
18927 
24678 
6019 


By 
6870 
14632 
80687 


6453 
Legisl 

2330 
14528 


ature 

8646 
6616 


16782 
695 


maj. 
19010 
23.Sd3 
161896 

4563 
76639 
66716 

2810 

1486 


6919 
6192 
26486 
28866 
168497 
24862 
81246 
90983 
2126 

28T40 


1681 
8422 
24076 
23763 
18M18 
18918 
63896 
60848 

2m 

2240 


6763 
8232 
20692 
21960 
140763 
87857 
67697 
101652 
S21 

44090 


1694 
811 
4107 
9110 
By 

12280 
6440 
2145 

216 


8284 
987 
643 
10986 
Legisl 
20416 
18467 
86100 

20197 


119 

1196 
ature 
15621 

4206 
200 

813 


1401 

19265 
1609 


V C( IllUUb. . . 

Virginia . . . 
Wisconsin.. 

Total.... 


23122 10948 13837 
45124 46586; 9 
18747, 16001| 10418 


26770 18041 
43677| 49570 


8'JM 


82440, 1S0I8 
4250lj 43S93 


819 


20991 
28868 


14037 
80261 


11152 
11461 


7870 
83609 


24784 
12101 


8205 
26762 


By 
8189 


Legisl 
2861 


ature 
8489 
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874634 


1386580 1601274 155825 


1860099 1220514 2912C3 


12990C2 1&37243 62300 


12750111122912 


7059 


78CG56 761549 


630189 


687602 


509097 


647231 


106321 


155872l44282'4658r 



Buchanan over Fremont, 496,905 ; Fremont and Fillmore over Buchanan, 877,629 j Pierce over Scott, 214,694; over Scott and Hale, 68,869 ; Taylor over Cass, 189,865; CasaandVan Bnren over 
Taylor, 151,703 ; Polk over Clay, 38,181 ; Clay and Birney over Polk, 24,119 ; Harrison over Van Buren, 146,999 ; over Van Buren and Bimey, 138,940 ; Van Buren over Harrison and all others, la 
1886, 24,893 ; Jackson over Clay, in 1832, 167,318 ; Jackson over Adams, in 1828, 189,184 ; Jackson over Adams, in 1824, 50,551 ; all others over Jackson, 40,318. 

• The OppoaltloD Tota wai divided betwMii Gen. William H. Harrtion, of Ohia, Hngh L. White, of TciiiiesM& WUlIe P. Maoeam, of North Caroling and Daniel Webster of Mas«achnMtt& 

t Wllllsin Wirt, of Maryland, ran aa an Antl-Maaoolc Candidate^ la 183}, receiving a condderable rote in New-England, New-York, and renntylvanla, which ii added to that of Hi. Clay In our TaUe. Mr. Wirt recoivea to* 
ElKtoral Vote of Vermont. 

t Neither Candidate recelred a minority of the Electoral Vot« and tk» Honss of BepTeaentaUTM elected Mr. John Qoincy Adami. 



LATEST ELECTIOISr RETUENS. 



Maine-1859. 

GOVEBNOB. 

Comixes' Sep. Hem. 

MoniU. Smith. 

Androscoggiu 8090 2261 

Aroostook ... 740 iiOS 

Cumberland. 6876 6851 

FrankUn 2831 1949 

Hancock 290T 1955 

Kennebec... 6293 8283 

Lincoln 8863 4180 

Oxford 4113 8348 

Penobscot... 6235 4569 

Piscataquis . 1438 996 

Sagadahoc... 1885 996 

Somerset 8902 2812 

Waldo 4429 8141 

Washington.. 8163 2772 

York 6036 6447 

Total 66861 44873 

Maj. for Morrill, 11,988. 



Kew-Hampafcire— 1859. 

By Congressional Dielrids. 

GOVEBNOB. 

Vistricts. Sep. Sem. 

I. Goodwin. Cat*. 

Belknap 1724 1850 

Carroll 2248 2880 

Rockingham. 6799 6055 

Strafford .... 8493 26T9 

Total 18269 11914 

Mi^j. for Goodwin, 1,855. 

It Goodwin. Cate. 

milsborough.. 6476 6461 
Merrimac... 4S85 4788 



Total 11811 10249 

Maj. for Goodwin, 1,062. 

nr. Goodwin. Cat*. 

Cheshire 8448 2263 

Coos 1256 1472 

Grafton 4797 4789 

SuIUvan 2245 2166 



Total 11746 10639 

Maj. for Goodwin, 1,107. 



Vermont— 1859. 

Bi/ Connretsional Districts. 

GOVEBNOB. 
ZHriricts. Sep. 

I. H«n. 

Addison 8042 

Bennington.. 1866 
Rutland ..... 8006 
Washington.. 2997 



Item. 
Saze. 
543 
1253 
1070 
1676 



Total 10911 4542 



n. HalL 
Caledonia ... 2217 

Orange 8052 

Windham.... 8137 
Windsor. 8428 



8»ze. 

1887 
2185 
950 i 
1880 



lla8saclitisetts-'1859. 

GOVEBNOB. 

Counties. Sep. Dtm. Am. 

Banki, Batler. Brlgsa. 

Barnstable 1457 760 133 

Berkshire. 8276 2605 887 

8860 1881 2017 

227 195 94 

8049 4582 lS37 

2672 1470 200 

Hampden. 8303 2646 458 

Harapshir- 2659 784 886 

Middlesex 10688 6483 2609 

Nantucket 249 107 93 

Norfolk... 4478 5988 1911 

Plymouth. 8284 1548 899 

Suffolk ... 6473 4434 2165 

Worcester. 9605 4999 1221 



Bristol 
Bukes . . 
Essex .. 
Franklin. 



Total... 68780 85884 14365 
Banks over Butler, 28,446. 



Connecticut— 1860. 

By Congressional Districts. 
GOVEBNOB. 

Districts. Sep. Dem. 

I. Backlnpham. Seymour. 
Hartford .... 8753 8972 
ToUand 2568 2210 



Total . . 11311 11182 
Maj. for Buckingham, 129. 
11. Buck. S«v. 

Middlesex... 2942 8490 
New-Haven.. 8709 9765 



Total 11651 13256 

MsO for Seymour, 1,604 
lit. Buck. Sev. 

New-London. 5672 6102 
Windham . . . 8700 2586 



Total 9372 7688 

Maj. for Buckingham, 1,684 
IV. Buck. Sev. 

Fairfield 6921 7136 

Litchfield.... 6203 4656 



Total 12124 11792 

Maj. forBucUngham, 832. 
Buckingham's majority in 
the State, 541. 



Total 11884 6802 



IIL Hall. 
Chittenden .. 2537 

Essex 641 

Franklin 2022 

Grand Isle... 294 

Lamoille 1518 

Orleans 1715 



Saze. 
819 
428 

1230 
245 
646 
88T 



Total 8622 

ToUI State 81367 
Maj. for Hall, 16,8 



4165 
14499 



Bhode Island- 1880. 

GOVEBNOB. 

Counties. Sep. Union. 

Fadelford. Spracue. 

Bristol 622 644 

Kent 1012 1460 

Newport 1547 1542 

Providence . . 600T 7237 

Washington.. 164T 1412 

Total 10S85 12295 

MqJ. for Sprague, 1,460. 
The opposition to Mr. 
Padelford was composed of 
Democrats, Americans, and 
disaffected Republicans, 
calling themselves Conserv- 
atives. 

Delaware— 1858. 

GOVEBNOB. 
Comtie*. 0pp. Dem. 

Bncluniutor. Barton. 

Kent 1857 2024 

New CasUe.. 8457 8416 
Sussex 2240 2818 

Total 7654 7768 

Burton's maj., 204. 



New-Tork— 1869. 



COUNTIES. 



Albany 

Allegany 

Broome 

Cattaraugus.. 

Cayuga 

Chautauqua.. 
Chemung . . . . 
Chenango.... 

CUnton 

Columbia . . . . 

Cortland 

Delaware . . . . 

Dutchess 

Erie 

Essex 

Franklin 

Fulton 

Genesee 

Greene 

Hamilton . . . . 
Herkimer .... 
Jefferson .. ,. 

Kings 

Lewis 

Livingston . . . 

Madison 

Monroe 

Montgomery. . 
New-York . . . 

Niagara 

Oneida 

Onondaga 

Ontario 

Orange 

Orleans 

Oswego 

Otaego 

Putnam 

Queens 

Rensselaer . . . 

Richland 

Rockland .... 

Saratoga 

Schenectady . 
Schoharie .... 

Schuyler 

Seneca.. .... 

Steuben 

St, Lawence.. 

Suffolk 

Sullivan 

Tioga 

Tompkins .... 

Ulster 

Warren 

Washhigton.. . 

Wayne 

Westchester.. 
Wyoming .... 
Yates 



Skc. state. 


COMPTBOLLER. 


PaisoN Iksp. 


Sep. 


1 Dem. 


Sep. 


Dem. 


Sep. 


Dem. 


Leaven 
worth. 


*Jonef, 


• Den- 

niston. 


Churcbt 


Forrest, 


*£Ider< 
kin. 


7263 


9216 


8871 


8057 


7891 


9083 


4771 


2138 


48S6 


2022 


4706 


2136 


8491 


2916 


8007 


2811 


8489 


2916 


8978 


290O 


4044 


2796 


8970 


2888 


6180 


8541 


6410 


8811 


6072 


8681 


6590 


8211 


6241 


2559 


6588 


8219 


2452 


2414 


2482 


2381 


2481 


2488 


4482 


8614 


4700 


8898 


4482 


8611 


8262 


8184 


8382 


8104 


8228 


8206 


8946 


4128 


4554 


8518 


8977 


4085 


8013 


2084 
8484 


8120 


1978 


8017 


2082 


8600 


4148 


2984 


8604 


8476 


6237 


6070 


6684 


4675 
7204 


6247 


5053 


7466 


9416 


9666 


7682 


9!;83 


2395 


1519 


2448 


1471 


2897 


1617 


2292 


2294 


2844 


2243 


2292 


2296 


2669 


2446 


2782 


2874 


2672 


2487 


8809 


2042 


8588 


1750 


8309 


2083 


2600 


8268 


2691 


8058 


2500 


8250 


218 


896 


218 


896 


218 


896 


4426 


2661 


4510 


2572 


4433 


2648 


6360 


6004 


6902 


4948 


6859 


5006 


7971 


18042 


9446 


11481 


7910 


12950 


2359 


1918 


2359 


1920 


2846 


1921 


8216 


2676 


8591 


2299 


8220 


26C8 


4676 


2805 


4925 


2552 


4585 


2691 


7065 


4798 


6970 


4682 


7108 
2779 


4742 


2690 


8069 


8018 


2800 


8080 


18272 


88462 


22088 


84554 


18S81 


88276 


8688 


8308 


4128 


2839 


8697 


82S2 


10288 


7306 


10400 


7209 


10822 


7284 


8883 


6082 


9037 


6897 


8742 


6202 


8671 


3104 


4877 


2298 


8571 


8098 


4056 


4988 


4881 


4618 


4048 


49d5 


2848 


2230 


2869 


2196 


2914 


2160 


7004 


4850 


6976 


4869 


7006 


4845 


5469 


4912 


6502 


4879 


6472 


49U3 


1018 


1210 


1088 


1141 


1029 


1198 


1315 


8540 


1907 


2987 


1335 
4950 


8464 


6002 


7938 


7424 


6516 


7902 


678 


1669 


1002 


1800 


747 


1553 


749 


1751 


1051 


1429 


■ 782 


1746 


4352 


4417 


4752 


4017 


4860 


4889 


1779 


1780 


1981 


1577 


2244 


1311 


25C8 


8605 


2702 


8402 


2503 


8596 


1884 


1621 


2143 


1590 


1940 


1796 


1903 


2863 


2240 


2026 


1919 


2342 


5759 


4850 


6069 


4516 


6758 


4S43 


7846 


8847 


8009 


8186 


7701 


8464 


1694 


2682 


2110 


2221 


1706 


2026 


1670 


8102 


2468 


2304 


1679 


8088 


3028 


2580 


8147 


2458 


8015 


2586 


S2S0 


2514 


8501 


2296 


8284 


2512 


4034 


6596 


5089 


4617 


4040 


6622 


2183 


1688 


2187 


1680 


2182 


1686 


4785 


2974 


6185 


25C9 


4737 


2969 


4653; 


8210 


4804 


8057 


4669 


8210 


4.380 


6548 


6172 


6690 


4848 


6522 


8123 


1812 


8148 


1787 


8115 


1816 


2236: 


1208 


2247 


1195 


2231 


1209 


251139 262589 


275952 


227804 


251784251194 



Jones' maj., 1450 ; Denniston's, 48648 ; Forrest's, 690. 

AOOBBaATE TOTB FOB OTBEB STATE OmCERS. 

rr«i.tur«-..,Derslieimer,» 276,687 ; Vanderpoel, 226,755-48,832 

AWy ffm'J.,Myer«,» 276,792; Tremaln, . . .227,316-<9,447 

StaXe Eng'r.Smrey 250,880; Blchnond,».282,31Z- 1,432 

Ciinal 0>m.,ChBuln 261,449 ; Skinner,*, , ,261,777— S28 

Jiuigeo/Ap.i)AvleB* 272,276; Johnson,..., 227,171— 16,104 

CUr% of .dp.Hughes,* , . . . 276,286 ; LewU, 227,366-47,931 

The above are the actual returns sent teaxA the various coun- 
t)e« uf the State to the State Department at Albany ; but In 
consequence of informality in some of the returns, the ofllcinlly 
declared result, on a number of candidates, varies from the 
actual. The vote for Forrest Is declared at 243,430 ; Elderkin, 
237,679 ; Storey, 246.041 ; BIchmond, 260,247 ! Chapin, 246,976 ; 
Davies, 265,668 ; Johnxon, 223,626 ; Lewis, 221,081, 

• Nominated and tupported by the American, ur ■* Balance of Power" 
Party. 



lahu'iiu.s i:ETuii:s's— X. jersey, penx., Maryland and Virginia. 241 



KewJersey-lSSO. 

OOVBRNOB. ! 

DintriOa. 0pp. Vent. \ 
h Olden. Wright.: 

Atlantic 868 740 : 

Camden ... Hm 2839 

Cape May.. 670 497 

Cumberland. 1880 1686; 

Gloucester,. 147T 1206 

e&lem 2051 19Si; 

Total 9105 8898; 

M^ority for Olden, 707. | 

IL Olden. Wright \ 

Burlington.. 4748 8392 

Mercer 868T 2981! 

Monmouth.. 8005 8451; 

Ocean 1841 780 

Total 12681 10661 

MaJ. for Olden, 2,120. 

HI. Olden. Wright. 

Hunterdon... 2726 8445 

Middlesex.. 8253 2497 

Somerset... 2011 1888 

Warren.... 2116 2642 

Total 10106 10622 

M^. for Wright, 516. 

IV. Olden. Wright. 

Bergen 1263 1613 

Morris 8076 8188 

Passaic 2463 1870 

Sussex 1842 2528 

Total 8643 9054 

Maj. for Wright, 411. 

V. Olden. WriRht. 

Essex 7883 7454 

Hudson .... 8131 8726 

Union 1766 1899 

Total 12780 13079 

Maj. for Wright, 299. 

TOTAL TOTB OF STATE. 

Olden, 63,815 

Wright, 61,714 

Maj. for Olden,.. 1,601 



Ponnsylvania— 1858. 

CONGRESS. 

DiHrUtt. Union. Sem. 
L Rvan, Florence. 

Wardl i527 1481 

» 2 1481 1414 

" 8 .... 878 1027 

«• 4 720 183r 

" 6 part 812 449 

« 7 1574 1115 

Total 6492 6828 

Nebinger, Anti-Zecomp- 

ton Dem., 2,442. 
Florence over Ryan, 831. 
IL Morrli. Martin. 

Ward 6 part 613 637 

« 6 926 817 

" 8 1184 878 

« 9 1163 696 

«* 10 1818 802 

Total 6653 4030 

tiaj. for Morris, 1,623. 

ni. Venee. I.andy. 

Ward 11.... 987 872 

" 12.... 1132 881 

" 16.... 1284 1126 

" 17.... 934 1836 

" 18.... 1667 978 

" 19 part 073 696 

Total 6977 6884 

Reed, Am., 62. 

Verrea over Landy, 1,143. 



PENNSYLVAmA. 

CONGBESS-(a»i«nu«i.) 

SMricta. Uinon. Oem. 
IV. • Millwsrd, PhUIips. 

Ward 18.... 1091 846 

" 14.... 1940 804! 

" 16.... 1976 1323 

" 19part 606 760 

" 20 ... 1820 1129 

" 21 part 820 240 

" 23part 405 816 

" 24.... 1091 978 

Total 9749 6461 

Broom, Am., 253. 
Millnr'doverPhiil's, 8,298. 

v. * Wood. Jonei. 

Ward 21 part 923 660 

" 22.... 1548 777 

" 23 part 1208 768 

Montg'ryCo. 6032 6004 

Total 9701 7209 

M^. for Wood, 2,492. 

VI. Broomall. Manley. 

Chester 2888 4021 

Delaware... 2283 1164 



Total 4676 6185 

Hickman, A. L. 2>., 6,786, 
Hick'nover Manley 1,601. 

VH. iKinirneelcer. Roberta, 

Bucks 6285 6122 

Lehigh 8089 2954 



Total 8824 8076 

Mi^, for Longnecker, 2^, 

VIII. Schwartz. Jonei. 

Berks 7821 7302 

Maj. for Schwartz, 19, 

IX. Stevena, Hopktni, 
Lancaster... 9518 6841 

MaJ. for Stevens, 8,172. 
X Klllin^r. Weldle. 

Dauphin..,. 8265 2281 
Lebanon ... 2712 1460 

Union 1818 787 

North'ld, pt. 160 27 
Snyder 1452 1034 



PENNSYLVANIA. 

CONGRESS— (Cbnrtnuei) 

XHnU'icts. Union. Dem. 

XV. Hole. White. 
SulUvan.... 814 489 
Potter 1048 488 ; 

Total 9238 7849' 

Maj. for Hale, 1,889. 

XVI. Junktn. FIther. 
Cumberland 2560 2768 

Perry 1948 1488 i 

York, 4188 4849; 

Total 8646 8600 \ 

Maj. for Junkin, 46. 

XVII. McPhenobRelDy. • 

Adams 2295 2169 ' 

Bedford.... 1859 1974! 
Franklin.... 8884 8060' 

Fulton 575 718 ! 

Juniata 1235 1165' 



Total... . 9843 9081 
Maj. for McPherson, 257. 

XVIII, Blalr. Fenhing. 

Blah: 2798 1567 

Cambria ... 1700 2273 

Huntingdon. 2115 1261 

Somerset... 2601 1578 



Total.. .. 9114 6679 
Maj, for Blair, 2,4.>J, 
XIX. Cuvode. Foster. 

Armstrong. . 2425 2001 

Indiana 8035 1585 

Weutmotel'd 8797 4629 



Total 8S97 6589 

Mai. for Killinger, 8,808, 
XL Campbell, Dewart. 
Northumb'ld 1603 1825 
SchuylkiU... 651 8035 



Total 7158 4860 

Coke, A. L. D., 8.141. 
Cam'l over Dewart, 2,766. 

XII. Scranton, McReynV 
Columbia.... 1007 1442 
Luzerne .... 6193 8262 

Montour 990 684 

Wyoming... 988 693 



Total 10028 6186 

M^. for Scranton, 8,887. 
Xin. Sboenuker. Dimmlclc 

Carbon. 1633 1126 

Moiiroe 783 1261 

Northampton 2275 2992 

Pike 179 491 

Wayne 1791 2159 



Total 6666 8009 

M^. for Dimmick, 1,448. 

XIV. Oraw.Parkhont 
Bradford.,,. 4774 920 
Susquehanna 8180 1859 
Tioga 8211 6S0 

Total 11165 8359 

Mai. for Grow, 7,8C6. 

XV. Hale. While. 

Centre 2561 1911 

Clinton 1870 1294 

Lycoming . . 2484 2028 

Mifflin 1471 1189 



Total 9257 8166 

Maj. for Covode, 1,092. 
XX. Knight. MontgoV. 
Fayette.... 1275 ZV 

Greene 781 2156 

Washington. 8792 8799 

Total 5798 ~ 9254 

Maj. forMontgo'ry, 8,456. 

XXL Moorhead. Barke. 
Allegheny, pt. 6539 4879 
Maj. for Moorhead, 1,660. 

XXIL McKnI|;ht.Sinnin'm. 
Allegheny, pt, 2935 217 
Butler, 2608 285 

Total 6483 602 

Williams, Anti-Ta«,S,WS, 
McK. over Wms., 1,685. 

XXIIL Stewart. McGnffin. 

Beaver 1871 1126 

Lawrence... 1951 615 
Mercer 2399 2086 

Total 6721 8777 

M^. for Stewart, 2,944. 

XXIV. HalL Ginis. 

Clarion 1563 2019 

Clearfield... 102S 1445 

Elk 895 479 

Forrest No return. 

Jefferson... 1371 1049 

McKean.,,. 885 479 

Venango,,. 1968 1071 

Warren .... 1765 969 



Uaryland~18S9. 

CONGRESS. 

DiHiictn. 0pp. Dem. 

I. Cox. Stewart 

CaroUne 814 798 

Dorchester ., 1182 1220 

Queen Anne's 901 967 

Somerset 1600 1426 

Talbot 709 989 

Worcester... 1278 1684 

Total 63S4 6934 

Miy. for Stewart, 650. 

IL Webster. McHenrr. 
Bait. Co.,pt.. 1690 1700 

Carroll 2488 2297 

Cecil 2044 1970 

Harford. 2095 1647 

Kent 836 769 

Total 9093 8448 

Maj. for Webster, 655. 

III. Harris. Preaton. 
Bait. City, pt. 8026 2554 
Bait. Co., pt.. 1591 1672 

Total 9617 4226 

Maj. for Harris, 5,391. 

IV. Davit, Harrison. 

Bait. City, pt.l0163 2796 
Maj. for Davis, 7,872. 

V. Hofiinan. KunkcL 
Alleghany... 2201 2289 
Frederick.... 8673 8718 
Washington . 2S42 2842 

Total 8716 8849 

Maj. for Kunkel, 188. 

VI. Hogner. Hnghet. 
Anne Arundel 1107 1082 

Calvert 489 443 

Charles 575 682 

Howard 762 8*3 

Montgomery, 1177 1804 

Prince Geo.'s 843 985 

St, Mary's... 452 1014 

Total 6854 6802 

Maj. for Hughes, 948. 

LEGISLATUBB— 1857. 

SEKATE..Amer., 15 ; Dem., 7 
UousB...Amer.,44; Dem., 29 



Virginia— 1859. 

GOVERNOR. 



Total 8905 6111 

M^. for Hall, 794. 
XXV. Babbitt. ManhalL 
Crawford.,.. 8140 2033 
Erie 8220 20SO 



DMrids. Oyrp. 
I. GoEWn. 

Accomac 768 

Elizabeth City S14 

Essex 825 

Gloucester. . . 888 

James City . . Ill 
King and Queen 271 

Lancaster ... 156 

Matthews.... 815 

Middlesex..,. 170 

'New Kent... 239 

, Northampton. 227 

>Northumber'd 103 

Richmond Co. 296 

IWarwick .... 60 

'Westmoreland 444 

IWllUamsburg. 40 

York 171 



Dem. 
Letcher. 
675 
164 
270 
865 

81 
429 
lOT 
253 
214 
18S 
163 
194 
261 

81 
146 

65 
102 



Total 4307 8532 

Maj. for Goggin,725. 

Muscoe H. R. Gamett, 
J>em., elected to Congresi 
without opposition. 

IL Goggln. Letcher. 



Total 6360 4118 

Mai, for Babbitt, 2,247. 

In 1859, the Opposition, or 
People's Party llcket for 
State ofScers, was elected by 
17,000 to 1,800 maiority. 

LEGISLATCRB— 1859-'60, 

J Senate .0pp., 21; Dem., 12 , _ _ 

) HoDSE. . 0pp., 67 ; Dem., 83 ) Norfolk City. , 836 



^ Charles City,, 245 

J Greensville,, 93 

^ Isle of Wight. 143 

! < Nansemond.. 462 



66 
142 
633 
271 
627 
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VIRGINIA. 
GOVERXOR-(a)n(inu«Z.) 

DiftHcts. 0pp. Sf.m. 

Ih Gofrelr., Letcher. 

Norfolk Co.... 691 881 

Portsmouth... 678 687 

Prince George 187 267 

Princess Anne 867 864 

Southampton 686 493 

Surry lU 167 

Sussex 127 291 

Total 4404 4088 

Maj. forGog^n,366. 

John S. Millson, Dem., 
elected to Congress without 
opposition. 

nt. Go|;Eln. Letcher. 

Caroline 619 602 

Chesterfield. . 681 779 

Goochland... 234 259 

Hanover.... 572 689 

Henrico 1248 650 

KingWilUam. 143 818 

Louisa 496 897 

Richm'dClty. 2043 1583 

Total 6941 6382 

Maj. for Goggin, 659. 

Daniel C. Dejarnette, Ind. 
Dem., elected to Congress, 
over John S. Caskie, regular 
Dem., by 100 majority. 

IV. Gopein. Letcher. 

Amelia 203 204 

Brunswick.. . . 188 482 

Charlotte.... 406 403 

Cumberland.. 252 204 

Dinwiddle ... 230 267 

Lunenburgh.. 179 433 

Mecklenburg. 884 606 

Nottoway.... 195 173 

Petersburg... 944 636 

Powhattan... 136 132 

Pr'ce Edward 271 816 

Total 3383 8861 

Mf^j. for Letcher, 478. 
William 0. Goode, Dem., 
elected over Flournoy, Ind. 
Dem. Mr. Goode died be- 
fore taking his seat, and his 
place was filled by the elec- 
tion of Roger A. Pryor, Dem. 

V. Goprln. Letcher. 
Appomattox . 263 470 
Campbell.... 1.385 1129 
Franklin .... 1010 884 

Halifax 353 753 

Henry 576 419 

Patrick 503 593 

Pittsylvania.. 1396 1107 

Total 5491 6360 

Maj. for Goggin, 131. 
Thomas S. Bocock, Dem., 
reelected to Congress, with- 
out opposition. 

VL Gojnrfn, Letcher. 

Albemarle... 1303 931 

Amherst 782 6.54 

Bedford 1386 815 

Buckingham.. 5.35 467 
Fluvanna.... 4.S2 326 

Greene 126 8S7 

Madison 13i 6S6 

Nelson 739 833 

Total 5435 4549 

Maj. for Goggin, 8S6. 
Shelton F. Leake, Ind. 
Dem., elected to Congress 
oy 1,550 maj. over Powell, 
»egu!ar Dem. 

VIL Goiriria Letcher. 

.Mexandria . . 874 620 

Culpeper 497 475 

Fairfax 69. 717 



VIRGINIA. 

GOVERNOR— (Cbiirinited.) 

DUtricts. 0pp. Dem. 

VII. GofTtrin. Letcher. 

Fauquier.... 931 1020 

King George. 205 196 

Orange 426 879; 

Prince Wm... 261 712; 

Rappah'nock. 609 463 < 

Spottsylvania 493 688 < 

Stafford 299 607! 



VIRGINIA. 



NORTH CAROLINA. 



GOVERNOR— (OMKitiiiei.) \ CONGRESS— (C'on(?Hueff.) 



DM Ml. Opp. 
XI. Godiflft. 

' Wirt 136 

, Wood 836 



9115 



Total 6181 6677: 

Shackelford, Ind. Dem,, 
received 480 votes for Con- ; 
gress. 

M^. for Letcher, 496. 

Wm. Smith, Dem., elected 
to Congress by 802 maj. 



Total 6928 

Maj. for Letcher, 2,187. 
Elbert G. Jenkins, Dem., 
elected to Congress by 1,888 
majority over Laidley, Opp. 
XII. GofnHn. Letcher. 



Alleghany , 



210 



Boone 150 



J)em. ) SMricts. Opp. 
Letcher. ) II. Scattering. 

802 I Beaufort 14C 

660 > Carteret — 

— ) Craven 80 

Edgecomb . , . 4 

Greene 60 

Hyde 16 

Jones 69 

Lenoir 17 

Onslow 88 

Pitt 61 

Wayne 11 



Botetourt. 
Clay 
Craig 



VIII. Gopfrfn. 
Berkeley .... 883 

Clarke 252 

Frederick 888 

Hampshire .. 701 
Jefferson .... 857 
Loudoun .... 1793 

Morgan 274 

Page 180 

Warren 215 



Letcher. 
1057 
871 
1124 
1063 
875 
722 
261 
960 
456 

6889 



Total 6993 

Maj. for Letcher, 891. 

Alex. B. Boteler, Opp., 
elected to Congress by 167 
m^'ority. 

IX. Goirarfn. Letcher. ' 



486 
90 
92 

Fayette 846 

Floyd 522 

GUes 463 

Greenbrier .. 8ti9 

Logan 94 

Mercer 667 

Monroe 845 

Montgomery. 615 

i Nicholas 864 

Pocahontas.. . 134 

Raleigh 881 

Roanoke 283 

Wayne 269 

Wyomhig.... 170 



855 
292 
714 
49 
256 
885 > 



Dem. 
Kuffin. 

837 
202 
875 
867 
285 
183 
140 
810 
897 
609 
827 



Total 476 4882 

Maj. for Ruffin, 8,906. 

„ „ IIL •McDufHe. Winilov^ 

839 ^Bladen 192 863 

8o2 ^ Brunswick ... No return. 

Columbus.... 92 272 

480 Cumberland.. 404 1039 

429 Duplin 67 780 

672 > New-Hanover 90 789 

883 5 nichniond . . . No return. 

808 ) Kobeson — 325 

419 \ Sampson 104 693 



409 
820 
78 



Total 949 4136 

Maj. for Winslow, 3,237. 
* Independent Democrat. 



Total. 



6960 



IV. 



Sanderc 



7107; 

Maj. for Letcher, 207. \ Franklin 2.S2 

No opposition to II. A. ' ilranville 290 

Edmundson, Dem., for Con- Johnson 646 

<Niish. 



Augusta 2170 



Bath 

Hardy 

Highland.... 
Pendleton. . . . 
Rockbridge . . 
Rockingham . 
Shenandoah. . 



230 
771 
229 
383 
1230 
700 
278 



1402 
231 
854 



gress. 

XIII. 
Buchanan , 
Carroll 



66 



478 ^Grayson 8S4 

411 < Lee 088 

1208 5 McDowell.. . 115 



Gogcln. Letcher.', Orange 672 

164) "ike 090 

844 ! Warren 07 

497^ 



73 
461 



Branch. 
626 
67-5 
8(i0 
879 
729 
1405 
658 



2402 < 
1912! 



Total 6986 8398; 

Maj. for Letcher, 2,412. , 
John T. Harris, Ind. Dem., \ 
elected to Congress, over 
Skinner, regular Dem., by 
931 majority. 



Pulaski 814 

Rusuell 751 

Scott 600 

Smyth 593 

Tazewell 541 

Washington.. 966 

Wise 203 

Wythe 743 



624) 
83?, 
239 ) 
404 
559 



Total 2459 6827 

Maj. for Branch, 3,368. 



i Alamance . . , 576 

... ; Caswell 163 

4** !: Chatham..... 983 

2:1 ! Guilford 2047 

; Montgomery.. 639 

; Moore 629 

' Person 201 



Gilmer. WlllisiTiii. 

6S9 
S.S6 



X. Gnjtzln. 

Brooke 218 

Hancock .... 144 

Marion 463 

Marshall .... 823 
tlonougalla.. 641 

Ohio 1323 

Pleasants.... 76 

Preston Tm 

Taylor 530 

Tvler 2S9 

Wetzel 65 



Letcher. 
369 
804 
1197 
6s3 
975 
1030 
146 
810 
551 
460 
809 

Total 6082 7234 

Maj. for Letcher, 2,202. 
] Sherrard Clemens, Dem., 
) reelected to Congress, with- 
\ out opposition. 

< XL Gopeln. Letcher. 

> Barbour 426 817 

Braxton 849 817 

\ Cabell 413 504 

$ Calhoun 26 277 

<; Doddridge ... 104 609 

\ Gilmer 60 825 

; Harrison . . 780 1092 

\ Jackson 383 610 

> Kanawha.... 1133 467 

' Lewis 259 649 

( Mason 583 448 

I Putnam 451 427 

(Randolph.... 226 4.30 

S Ritchie 137 422 

^ Roane 802 

Tucker . 



X-ik j Montgomery.. 
776; 

; Randolph.... 1203 



Total 6442 

Maj. for Goggin, 632. 
Elbert S. Martin, Ind. 
Dem., elected to Congress , 
by 803 majority over Floyd, > .,„;'• 
regular lifeLl!."';?: 
Ashe . 



652 
468 
179 
659 
502 
427 



Total 6361 4512 

Maj. for Gilmer, 1,849. 



TOTAL VOTE OP 8T.WC. 



Lenrh. 
539 
147 
739 



VpiMMtion. '. Bavidson .... 1470 

Goeernor..CMOf:pn.. 71,543 > jj^^ig ggj 
AU'y 6-'ere..Preston.. 64,363 Forsyth'.'. 955 
DeninrrM. Jlredell .'.'.'.".'." 1583 
^ormior.Letcher.. < 7,112 ; Rockingham.. 402 

AU'y 6'«»..Tucker. .. 73,124 ; gtokes 517 

Maj. Jor Letcher, 6,569 ; { Surry 601 



do. for Tucker, 8,756. 



. yadkin . 



932 



North Carolina-1859, 

CONGRESS. 

DMricti. fipp. 
I. Smith. 

Bertie 605 

Camden 533 

Chowan 294 

Currituck.... 2.36 

Gates 452 

Halifax 563 

Hertford .... 479 

Martin 852 

Northampton. 699 

Pasquotank... 569 

Perquimans.. 431 

'. Tyrrell 897 

' Washington. . 471 



Sc&lea. 
8C6 
883 
452 
798 
879 

1061 
472 

1417 
708 
926 
697 

7664 



Total 8560 

Maj. for Leach, 902. 

VU. Wftllcup. Crolpe. 

267 
858 
688 
729 
703 
489 
777 
849 
68 
627 



17 

Upshur. 292 



Total 0045 

Maj for Smith, 514. 



s'h^:^ Anson 705 ' 

606 ) Cabarrus .... 517 

109 > Catawba 181 

286) Cleveland.... 106 

65S ) Gat'ton 96 

> Lincoln 192 

75<j ^ Mecklenburg. 411 

293 ) Rowan 756 

750 ^Stanly 771 

768 ) Union 2S0 

280 5 Total 4075 6495 

131 ) Maj. for Craige, 1,420. 
255 1 Vlir. Vance. Colemnn. 
) Buncombe ... 833 858 

> Burke 559 414 

Caldwell 529 223 



5531 
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NORTH CAROLINA. 
CONGRESS— (0)H(i;iiw?.) 

JHtl'VIJi. O/ip. Dim. 

\IIX. Vanie. Colenmn. 

Cherokee.... 675 393; 

Haywood.... 307 449, 

Henderson... 631 614. 

Jackson '245 376; 

Macon 489 839 , 

Madison 834 425; 

McDowell . . . 4T6 351 

Polk 157 ISO^ 

Kutherford . . 767 643 

Watauga.... 8'Zl 191 

Wilkes 1190 859 

Yancy 463 CIC; 

Total S026 63!M 

Maj. for Vance, 1,695. 

TOTAL VOTE OP TUB STATE. 

Opponiiioii. 
CV/lflr.,'59....0i)p.,...36S57 
Oav'nor, 'SS-.-McKae, 89965 

Demorratf. 
Conflf, '69.... Dera.,., 43928 
GWiwr, 'oS...Ellis. . . 56222 ; 

Dem. maj. on Congress, 
6,971 ; EllLi, 16,257. 



Gsorgia— 1859. 

CONGRKSS. 

DHrvU!, fhip. T)fm. 

L Mcfntyre. l/tve. 

Appling 87 443 

llerrlen 165 845 

Brooks 2S9 300 ^ 

Bryan 12S 152- 

Bulloch 21 569 

Camden 43 137 

Chatliam C49 696 

Charlton 11 190 

Clinch 10.> 261 

Coffee 41 279 

Colquitt 84 144 ; 

Echolg...:.... 49 132 > 

tiffingham.... 254 170 

Kraaniiel 131 466 < 

Olynn 41 176 ^ 

Irwln 9 200 

Johnson 146 ISO) 

Laurens 187 2;i5 .> 

Liberty 115 21S i 

Lowndes..., 216 2:36 > 

Mcintosh.... 72 144 

Montgomery.. 259 55 J 

Pierce 19 199 

Tattnall 176 291 $ 

Telfair 140 192 > 

Thomas 423 477 { 

Ware 44 431 S 

Wayne 22 125 \ 

> 

Total 8SS1 7i«r.; 

Maj. for Love, 3,366. < 

It DougUn. Crawford. ) 

Baker 93 207 \ 

Calhoun 1U2 399) 

Chattahoochee 243 833 ? 

Clay 225 253 ] 

Decatur. 017 511 > 

Dooley 230 544; 

Dougherty... 197 299- 

Karly 93 263 ;< 

Lee 209 215 - 

Macon 3S5 284 v 

Marlon 313 8S7 

Miller 43 201 > 

Mitchell 97 853 ' 

Muscogee . . . 6S3 749 \ 

Pulaski 148 406) 

Quitman 157 199 

Randolph.... 544 463^ 

Schley 217 218; 

Stewart 572 557 , 

Sumter 593 507 ; 

Terrell 878 274 



GEORGIA. 

CONGRESS— {ft)n/inue'J.) 
DMi ids. 0pp. Dem. 
1 1. Dougliu. Crawford. 

Webster 275 216 

Wilcox...... 8 259 

Worth 109 272 

Total 6437 8279 

Bethune, Ind,, received 

417 votes for Congress. 
Crawford over Douglas, 

1,842. 

Ilf. HardemsD. Spoor, 

Bibb 908 879 

Butts 825 8S1 

Crawford 248 896 

Harris 683 468 

Houston 584 656 

MoMoe 6.33 680 

Pike 423 618 

Spauldlug . . . 445 474 

Talbot 664 492 

Taylor 820 862 

Upson 558 292 

Total 6636 64S3 

Maj. for Hardeman, 153, 

IV. Wrlcht Gartrell. 

Campbell.... 839 777 

Carroll 443 1169 

Clayton 283 857 

Cobb 662 1180 

Coweta 477 775 

DeKalb 868 703 

Fayette 815 644 

FuUon b')9 1221 

Heard 3:}7 565 

Henry 653 698 

Merrlwether . 592 672 

Troup 750 816 

Total 6063 8877 

Maj. for Gartrell, 2,824. 

V. Shackelford. Undorw'd. 

Cas.i 151 1236 

Catoosa 80 628 

Chattooga ... 223 614 

Cherokee.... 109 1121 

Dade IS 324 

Fannin 339 415 

Floyd 127 989 

Gilmer 77 983 

Gordon 257 740 

Haralson.... 28 866 

Milton 132 890 

Murray 113 712 

Paulding..., 43 871 

Pickens 73 751 

Polk 43 431 

AValker 190 740 

Whilfleld .,. 155 1129 

Total 2163 12839 

Majority for Underwood, 
10,177. 

VI. Lvtle. Jacknin. 

Banks ' !•'.' 604 

Clarke 233 611 

Dawson 65 552 

Forsyth 293 655 

Franklin .... 65 851 

Gwinnett.... 28:3 699 

Habersham... 8S6 831 

Hall 593 687 

Hart 73 763 

Jackson 880 702 

Lumpkin..., 73 739 

Madison 163 465 

Rabun 17 541 

Towns 19 253 

Union 43 637 

Walton,, 416 682 

White....... 96 868 

Total 8251 9644 

Maj. for Jackson, 6,393. 



GEORGIA. 

CONGRESS— (ConfinuwJ.) 

DiKt'icla. Opt). Dm. 

VII. nm. Harper, 

Baldwin 813 835 

Greene 629 247 

Hancock 891 269 

Jasper 449 888 

Jones 189 282 

Morgan 882 189 

Newton 723 745 

Putnam 283 833 

Twiggs 167 825 

Wsfliington,. 673 689 

Wilkinson..,, 893 657 



Total,,,. 4492 4353 

Maj, for HUl, 189, 

VIIL Wright Jonei, 

Burke 851 614 

Columbia.... 417 407 

Elbert 418 618 

Glascock.... 64 283 

Jefferson .... 454 8 

Lincoln 186 220 

Oglethorpe... 875 458 

Richmond ,,. 1103 920 

Scrlven 259 283 

Talllaferro... 211 188 

Warren 845 442 

V/llkes 829 892 

Total 4507 4912 

Maj. for Jones, 405. 

TOTAL VOTE OF THB STATE. 

Oppimlian. 

Governor .Akin 42106 

Congreas. .Opposition 36419 

Demnrrnl". 

Governor .Brown. , „ 63806 
Congress.. Dvm.,.. , . 61134 
Majori's.—Brown, 21,611 ; 
Congress, 24,715, 



LOUISIANA. 
CONGRESS— <Ci>)itfnn«J.) 
Dirtrictt. Opp. Dem. 

III. Cannon, Davldtan. 
Washington.... 60 420 
W, Baton Houge — 162 
W.Feliciana,.. 22 268 

Total 726 6288 

Maj, for Davidson, 5,662. 

IV, Jonea. Landrani. 

Bienville 127 799 

J Bossier 130 684 

Caddo 820 822 

Calcasieu Rejected. 

Caldwell 65 198 

Claiborne 90 957 

De Soto 83 643 

Franklin 826 202 

Jackson 150 754 

Lafayette 8 278 

Morehouse 803 412 

Nachltoches . . . 440 708 

Ouachita 103 429 

Rapides 563 889 

Sabine Rejected, 

St. Landry Rejected. 

Union 892 763 

Vermillion Rejected. 

Winn 186 880 

Total 8220 8828 

Maj. for Landrum, 5,6(3. 

TOTAL VOTE OF TBB 8TATS. 

Oppniiilinn, 

Governor.. . Wells , , . 15587 
Lt. God. ..,Ray 16047 
Sec. State.. Jilake... 15156 

Demonrdts, 

Governor.. .Uoore . . 24434 

Lt. Gov Hyaras,. 24918 

Sec. State . . Hardy , , 25142 



Lonisiana— 1859. 

CONGRESS. 

Distrirls. Opp. Dem. 

ulieny, " 



I, Bouiigny, LaSere. 

Orleans, Rt,Bk, 197 123 
" 2dDist, 999 
" SdDist. 904 
Plaquemines.,, 67 
St, Bernard.... 43 



708 
493 
814 
163 



^ Total 2315 1796 

> Maj. for Bouligny, 419. 
) Bienvenu received 497 

> votes for Congress. 
S II. Nichols. Taylor. 

Ascension 835 418 

) Assumption. .. . 216 669 

> Jefferson 410 658 

^ Lafourche 269 693 

) Orleans, IstDls. 1289 999 

< " 4th Dis. 356 559 

> St. Charles .... 65 97 

< St. James 273 244 

5st. JohnBaptlstel75 185 

> St, Mary 169 601 

5 St. Slartin 476 «64 

.^Terrebonne,,.. 427 421 

> Total 4459 5908 

) Maj. for Taylor, 1,449. 
I III. Cannon. Davidson. 

$ Avoyelles — 654 

>^ Carroll ~ 753 

S Catahoula — 613 

> Concordia — 179 

< E. Baton Rouge 233 675 
/ E. Feliciana ... 285 450 

abervlUe — 404 

S Livingston — 4-37 

> Madison 11 258 

J Point Coupee . . — 675 

? St. Helena Rejected. 

; St. Tammany. . . 65 292 

Tensas — 250 



Iezas-18S9. 

This State elected State 
Officers and Congressmen in 
1859. The Congressional 
vote was as follows : 

CONGBESvS. 

DiHricts. Iini. Dem. 
I. Ochiltree, Reamn, 

Anderson 214 834 

Angelina 60 801 

Bowie 10 870 

Cass 252 756 

Chambers , 88 99 

Cherokee 234 1165 

Colin 8 lUl 

Cooke 24 875 

Dallas 70 894 

Denton 12 628 

Fannin 26 1113 

Grayson 25 938 

Harrison No return, 

Henderson No return, 

Hopkins 53 991 

Houston »7 6sl 

Hunt 18 796 

Jack 8 1 16 

Jasper , , . . , 17 835 

Jefferson 34 93 

Kaufman 91 514 

Lamar 25 996 

Liberty i'S 

Nacogdoches.,. 226 638 

Newton 20 218 

Orange 40 109 

Panola 74 6.30 

Polk 49 

Red River 18 8:35 

Rusk 178 U7>J 

Sabine 63 lU 

San Augustine. . 13 8615 

Shelby J50 6:3.5 

Smith 2:3:3 P03 

Titus 57 950 

^Trinity 94 874 
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TEXAS. 



CONGRESS 
DUti in.i, 

Tyler 550 

Upshur 162 



(('oii(i«iu«2.) 

liiil. Drill. , 
Oi^kiltrcs. Reagan, 

180 i 



TEXAS. 

CONGRESS— (CoHtinuctZ.) 

iJi«(>tV(f. Iiid. Dan. 
IL Hamilton. Waul. 



TanZandt 86 840 

Wise 81 289 

Wood 76 553 

Young — 93 

Total 3464 28977 

Mi^. for Reagan, 20,518 ; 
do. for Houston, independ- 
ent candidate for Governor, 
4,854. 

n. Hamilton. Wanl. 

Atascosa 172 90 

AusUn 855 633 

Bandera 18 26 

Bastrop 853 424 

Bee No return, 



Wa9hington ... 641 

Webb 116 

Wharton 82 

Williamson 458 

Zapata 42 



678 
86 
119 
204 
180 

16007 



BeU 818 274 

Bexar 766 991 

Blanco 118 42 

Bosque 127 63 

Branoria. 118 809 

Brazos 118 8S 

Brown 27 1 

Burleson 878 2S9 

Burnett 2S5 98 

Caldwell 295 802 

Calhoun 146 179 

Cameron 4 418 

Colorado 857 273 

Comal 86 89 

Comanche 100 25 

Coryell 208 101 

De Witt 904 281 

Ellis 808 271 

ElPaso.. ...... 57 207 

Earth 209 

Falls 218 112 ( 

Fayette 566 551 

Fort Bend 178 172 ; 

Freestone 250 805 1 

Galveston 837 400! 

GUlesple 69 147, 

GoUad 193 133; 

Goniales 450 427 ; 

Grimes 419 254 ( 

Guadaloupe.... 229 818! 

Hamilton 43 7 < 

Harris 836 698' 

Hays No return, 



Total 17198 

Mnj. for HamUton, 1,191; 
• do. for Houston, 4,878. 

Hamilton ran as an Inde- 
pendent Democrat. Hardin 
I K. Kunnells was the regular 
Democratic Candidate for 
Governor. Kunnells beat 
Houston, for the same office, 
' two years before, by 9,805 
, majority. 

TOTAL VOTE OP THE STATE, 

Indepen<3ent». 
Cacerwor.. Houston, 86227 

£t. Gov Clark,... 81468 

C.VdQfflce Ciosby.., 2S828' 
Congress. . .Indep'nt 20662 1 

Demoerata. 

Governor. .Kunnells, 2760O ; 

1 Zt. Gov Lubbock, 80825 . 

a. i'<f(i??C6 White. 

CVm^rms.. .Dem., . .. 899S4 \ 

Major's.— Houston, 8,727 ; 
Clark, 1,183 ; White, 4,975 ; 



TENNESSEE. 

CONGUESS-(CoH(in«e(i.) 

SMiicta. Opp. Deiii. 

IV. Stokes. Savaf;e. 

Coffee 447 

DeKalb 825 

; Grundy 66 

I Jackson 1426 

Macon 556 

Smith 1593 

VanBuren 153 

; Warren 528 

White 1034 



Total 

Maj. for Stokes, 473. 



TENNESSEE. 

TOTAL VOTE OP THE STATE. 
Opjmrilion. 

Gov Netherland. .68218 

909 's Cong. . . .Opposition . .00921 
758 ) Deninnuts. 

885 Qov Harris 76226 

1048 ^;oH(7....Democratic..78079 
f^I| Majorities.— Harris, 8,008; 
"gg ) Dem. maj. on Cong., 12,158. 

104jJ ' LEGISLATURE— 1859. 

750 ; SKNATE...Opp.,ll; Dem., 14 

j House... .0pp., 84; Dem., 41 

6100) 



V. Hatton. •Ready. 

Cannon 520 860 

Rutherford . . . .1452 1581 

Sumner 810 1642 

Williamson.... 1609 728 
; Wilson 2323 1088 

Total 6719 6344 

Maj. for Hatton, 875. 

• Independent,aupi>ortodbythe 
Democrats. 



Kentucky-1859. 

CONGRESS. 



Sistrictf. 
I. 



0]>p. Vim. 
Morrow. Burnett. 



vr. 

Bedford 

Franklin 

Lincoln ."S 

Marshall "g 

Maury Q 



Thomnt. 
1450 
1540 
2893 
1472 
2168 



Tennessee.— 1859. 

CONGRESS. ' 

0pp. Bern. 
Kelson. Haynes. 



PintricU: 
I, 



Hidalgo 8 

HUl 216 

Jackson 141 

Johnson 249 

Karnes 150 

Kerr 81 

Lapassas 212 

Lavacca 829 

Leon 874 

limestone 218 

Live Oak 86 

Llano 81 

McLennan 843 

Madison 1G8 



227 
170 
57 
184 
81 
82 
64 
830 
879 
835 



Carter 812 '842 

Cocke 946 587 

Greene 1062 2026 

Hancock 867 641 

Hawkins — 174 

Jefferson 1602 654 

Johnson 547 218 

Sevier. 1058 261 

Sullivan 642 1589 

Washington.... 996 1335 

Total 7931 7827 

Blaj. for Nelson, 104. 



Total ^ 9023 j 

Dem. maj. for Gov., 4,278. 

Vn. Gibhs. Wrlpht. 

; Benton 29 

Decatur 229 

Giles 2.59 

Hardin 889 

Hickman 89 

Humphreys,... 204 

Lawrence...... 258 

Lewis 5 

McNalry 831 

Perry 203 

; Wayne 210 

Total... 2711 9380 i 

Maj. for Wright, 6,669. 

Vlir. Quarles. Menees. 
Cheatham— with Davidson. 

I Davidson 8883 2462 

) Dickson 447 887 

; Montgomery. . .1870 1015 

, Robertson 1248 1120 

'Stewart 551 802 



Ballard 97 718 

Caldwell ISO 681 

Calloway 118 1221 

Crittenden 234 763 

Fulton 140 442 

Graves 277 1429 

Hickman 46 671 

Hopkins 166 1316 

Livingston 251 426 

Lyon 48 483 

Marshall 84 916 

McCracken .... 217 699 

Trigg 123 978 

Union 318 857 

Total 2248 11640- 

Maj. for Burnett, 9,292. 



11. 



Jankeon. Peyton, 



II. Maynard. Romsar. 

Anderson 889 844 

Campbell 451 540 

Claiborne 775 676 

Fentress No return. 

Grainger. 1206 743 

«0?Knox 2593 916 

> Morgan 248 2S0 , ^ 

Overton 864 1431 $ Dyer 7.36 

Scott No return. } Gibson 1967 



76 

228 
93 



Mason No return. 



Matagorda 63 168 

Medhia 63 199 

MUam 817 208 

Montague — — 

Montgomery . . . 262 17T 

Navarro 879 301 

Nueces 225 189 

Palo Pinto 151 23 

Parker. 495 198 

Presldeo No return. 

Refugio No return. 

Robertson 229 185 

San Patricio ... 17 81 

San Saba 158 14 

Starr No return. 

Tarrant 448 238 

Travis 595 423 

Uvalde No return. 

Victoria No return. 

Walker 435 845 J 



Total 6476 4980 

Maj. for Maynard, 1,546. 

nr. Brahsnn. Smith. 

Bledsoe 492 880 

Blount 1273 723 

Bradley 795 1023 

Cumberland— with Bledsoe. 

Hamilton 1284 

Marion 481 

Meigs 150 

Monroe 943 

> McMlnn 1054 

~ Polk 879 

Rhea 848 

Roane 1044 

Ssquatchie 179 



Total 6994 6286 

Maj. for Quarles, 768. 

Etheridce. Atllns. ) 
'~" 1023" 
666 
1335 
1844 
799 
419 



Breckinridge... 921 '703 

Butler. 509 555 

Christian 98Y 1057 

Daviess 1242 1448 

Grayson 565 690 

Hancock 421 474 

Henderson 878 896 

McLean No return. 

Mechlenburg .. 883 1070 

Ohio 793 1141 

Total 7199 7989 

Maj. for Peyton, 740. 

nr. Brislow. Sale. 

Allen 547 709 

Barren 1697 1336 

Edmonson No return. 

Hart 459 733 

Logan 1453 404 

Monroe 603 6S1 

Simpson 407 607 

Todd 726 426 

Warren 1212 7S9 



IX. 

! Carroll 1720 



Total 7164 5575 

Maj. for Bristow, 1,589. 



IV. 



Anderson. Chrltman. 



Henry 1019 

Henderson 1315 

' Lauderdale .... 464 

; Obion 682 

Tipton 875 

; Weakley 1159 



Total 9487 

Maj. for Etheridge, 7. | 
X. Sneed. Awry.) 

929 > 
1108) 
903; 



Total 8373 

Maj. for Brabson, 59, 



918 > 

5?5 ( Fayette 921 

iftAr Hardeman 600 

iftoi Haywood 778 

•'ri^ ^ Madison 1362 

5 Shelby 1987 

jgl Total 5618 

Maj for Avery, 300, 



Adair 547 1097 

Boyle 739 803 

Casey 696 448 

Clinton 812 678 

Cumberland ... 652 868 

10« 2 Greene 432 661 

,607 Lincoln 935 440 

1616 J Pulaski 1214 1875 

— Russell 479 482 

9480 i Taylor 857 648 

Wayne 741 881 

72(11 



Total 7204 

Maj. for Anderson, 3, 

Jewett. •Brown, 



876; Anderson 594 

2138; iiuiutt 809 



6954 ; Larue 493 

i Marion .^40 

8818 > currin, Ind., received 236 "'^'"^^ 

< votes for Congrczs. " • Independent Democrat. 



471 

609 
965 
861 
965 
600 
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KENTUCKY. 

CONGRESS— (Cbntinuei.) 

IHntricts, 0pp. Deirit 

V. Jewett, Brown. 

Mercer 85S 1168 ( 

Nelson 497 999 J 

Spencer 806 

Washington.... 900 609 j 

Total 5068 6921 

Maj. for Brown, 1,861. 

VI. Adams. Garrard, 

Breathitt 299 894 i 

Clay 413 511 1 

Estill 556 495 

Floyd 42T 678 

Garrard 812 870 

Harlan 490 218 

Jackson 170 182 ; 

Johnson 61 760 

Knox SOT 814 

Laurel 429 874 

Letcher 223 227 

Madison 126T 943 

Owsley 456 814 

Perry 265 270 

Pike 27T 66t: 

Rock Castle.... 499 246 

Whitley 715 848 

Total 8164 7241 

Maj. for Adams, 923. 

VII. Mallory. IMU 

Henry 646 1029 

JeffersoR 4256 8824 

Oldham 853 536 

Shelby 1161 186 

Total 6416 56T5 

M«j. for Mallory, 741. 
. fir, Harlnn. Simms. 

Bourbon 965 684 

Fayette 1410 986 

Franklin 863 819 

Harrkon 926 1817 

Jessamine 598 6S7 

Nicholas 737 1009 

Scott 782 2062 

Woodford 634 



Uissonri— 1858, 

CONGBESS, 

SiMiicls, Jtep. Dm,. 

T. Blair, Bkrrett. i 

St. Louis 6631 7057: 

Breckinridge, Am., 5668. 

Barrett over Blair, 426,* 

• Contested by Frank Blair, who 
I finally obtained the seat; but re- 
, signed arid referred the matter ' 
back to the People. 



mSSOUBT. 

CONGRESS— {«)nJini(C(i.) 

DWrifte, 0pp. Dem. 

tUchardsoD. Fhelpe. 



Total 6865 

Maj, for Simms, 6T. 

t.T. 

IX. Moore. 

Bath 743 

Carter 484 

Clarke 985 

Fleming 952 

Greenup 1163 

Lawrence 809 

Lewis 664 

Mason 1274 

Montgomery... 587 

Morgan 562 

Powell 190 

Bowaa 142 



J)istiit1a. 0pp. 
II. Henderson. 

Audrain 412 

Boone 481 

Calloway 867 

Lincoln 462 

Marion 956 

Monroe 526 

Montgomery.. 441 

Pike 1122 

Kalis 873 

St. Charles... 659 
Warren 290 



Dem. 
Andersnn, 
599 
1856 
1696 
1038 
1068 

1240 ; 

601 
1238 
592: 
902 
577: 



Total 6089 10902 

Maj. for Anderson, 4,S13. 
In the Third District, John 

B. Clark, Dem, was elected 

without opposition. 



IV. Adams. 

Andrew 598 

Atchison 153 

Buchanan . . . 730 

Caldwell 270 

Olay 993 

Clinton 504 

Daviess 507 

DeKalb 195 

Gentry 464 

Harrison .... 694 

Holt 460 

Nodaway 162 

Platte 1123 

Ray 1066 



Oralit. 

1021 
611 

1997 
888 
826 
645 
843 
612 

1266 
852 
650 
826 

1412 
891 



463^ 
69^! 

J.W. 

Moore. 

1040 
882 
412 
928 
654 
498 
731 
^75 
502 

1147 
166 
244 



Total 7824 12439 

Maj. for Craig, 4,615. 



V. Held. 

Benton 502 

Cass 449 

Cole 744 

Cooper 727 

Henry 221 

Jackson 1447 

Johnson 515 

Lafayette.... 840 

Miller 450 

Moniteau ... 391 

Slorgan 285 

Pettis 2fV7 

Saline 669 



Woodson, 
253 
617 
116 
653 
762 
1075 
850 
986 
176 
649 
863 
455 
882 



VI, 

Polk 672 

Pulaski 118 

St, Clair 114 

Stone 118 

Taney 206 

Texas 124 

Vernon , 141 

Webster 626 

Wright 84 



Total 8050 134241 

Maj. for Phelps, 5,874. 
VII. ZelicUr. Noel). 



Total 8505 8227 i 

Maj. fori. T. Moore, 278. 

X. Jones. Stevenson, i 

Bracken 754 773 

Boone 826 970 

Oampbell 689 1242 

Jarroll 866 628 

lallatin 882 492 

frant 663 800 

lenton 950 1706 

■wen 415 1439 

endleton 615 671 

rimble 179 474 

Total 6839 92S5 

Maj. for Stevenson, 8,456. 

TOTAL VOIR OP STATE. 

Oppn^Uiiin. 

vservor,.Vi^W 67,971 

vt>»fl'm9..,0rip...... 6i.670 

Demnftnln. 

Governor. .Mapoffin 76,187 
Congreaa. . .Dem., . .. 76,r)52 



Total 6947 7942 

Smith, Ind., 2,038. 
Woodson over field, 99S. 

VI. Kichardson.PheIp«. 

Bates 10 826 

Barton 69 393 

Barry. 232 687 

Camden 241 242 

Cedar 220 628 

Dade 213 6,52 

Dallas 462 272 

Gasconade... 541 245 

Greene 1185 1029 

Hickory 168 850 

Howell 15G 97 

Jasper 844 484 

Laclede 855 878 

Lawrence.... 603 666 

Maries 86 472 

McDonald... 153 846 

Newton ... 410 779 

Oregon 187 189 

Osage 427 461 

} 240 873 



m 

255 

721 

178 

486 

678 

409 » 

679 

889 



Bollinger.... 186 

Butler. 98 

CapeGirard'u 734 

Crawford.... 150 

Dent 52 

Dunklin 838 

Franklin .... 1012 

Iron 853 

Jefferson .... 864 

Madison 81 

Mississippi... 126 

New-Madrid. 227 

Pemiscot. .... 55 

Perry 150 

Phelps 71 

Reynolds .... 178 

Ripley 66 

Scott 298 

Shannon 12 

St. Genevieve 278 

St. Francois . 849 

Stoddard 217 

Washington.. 273 

Wayne 200 



628 
211 
648 
423 
463 
58 
767 
174 
620 
654 
877 
827 
268 
759 
493 
187 
412 
892 
197 
897 
608 
472 
702 
458 



Total*. 



6808 10404 
Maj. for Noell, 4,596. 

At the same election a 
vote was taken for Superin- 
tendent of Public Schools, 
at which Starke, Dem., was 
chosen over Provines, Am., 
by 83,884 majority. 



Ohio— 1859. 

GOVERNOR. 

Districts. Hep. Dem. 
I. & IL Dennleon, Ranney. 

Hamilton .... 18285 14178 
Maj. for Ramsey, 893. 

EI, I)en. lUiB. 

Butler. 2238 8479 

Montgomery. 4747 4615 

Preble 2261 1496 

Total 9246 9590 

Maj. for Ranneyi 844. 

IV. Den. Ran. 

Allen 1574 1656 

Auglaize .... 696 1277 

Darke 2201 2454 

Mercer 540 1057 

Miami 2722 1839 

Shelby 1352 1517 

I Total 9085 9800 

i Maj. for Ranney, 716. 

■i v. Den. Ban. 

) Defiance 778 10S3 

) Fulton 1037 707 

^.Hancock .... 1674 1796 

> Henry 670 841 

' Lucas 2225 2073 

'Paulding.... 441 826 

- Putnam 735 10S7 

Van Wart ... m 865 

> Williams 1191 1018 

jWood 1429 1021 

\ Total 11017 10812 

> Maj, for Dennlson, 205. 



omo. 

GOVERNOR— (0»i(in«efl.) 

JJiiilHcts. Hep. Dem, 

VI, Dennlson, Banner. 

Adams 1405 1763 

Brown 1657 2278 

Clermont.... 2689 2983 

Highland.... 2163 2175 

Total 7919 9191 

Maj, for Ranney, 1,272. 

VII. Den. R»n. 

Clinton 1721 1019 

Fayette 1093 761 

Greene 2466 1862 

Madison I0I8 929 

Warren 26S9 1615 

Total 8987 6686 

Maj. for Dennlson, 8,801. 

VUI. Den, Ran. 

Champaign.. 1732 1612 

Clarke 2249 1574 

Delaware.... 235S 1776 

Logan 1650 1288 

Union 1241 910 

Total 9230 7110 

Maj, for Dennison, 2,120. 

IX. Den. Ran. 
Crawford.... 15.^0 2258 

Hardin 1162 1127 

Marlon 18.33 1891 

Ottaway 828 678 

Sandusky.... 1473 1823 

Seneca 2401 2661 

Wyandotte . . 1295 1890 

Total 9597 11227 

Maj. for Ranney, 1,680. 

X. Den, Ban. 

Gallia 1305 185T 

Jackson 1193 1239 

Lawrence 1450 1246 

Pike 669 1086 

Ross 25Sr 26S8 

Scioto 1603 1424 

Total 8S77 9089 

Maj. for Ranney, 162. 

XI. Den. Ban. 

Athens 1S43 1237 

Fairfield 1394 2821 

Hocking 976 1897 

Meigs 1912 1487 

Perry 1893 2281 

Vinton 979 1049 

Total 9002 10223 

Maj. for Ranney, 1,220. 

Xlf. Den. Ran. 

Franklin 8702 4684 

Licking 8030 8488 

Pickaway .. 1710 2147 

Total 8502 10219 

Maj. for Ranney, 1,717. 

XIIL Den. Ran. 

Erie 1983 1585 

Huron 2924 1568 

Morrow 1919 1770 

Richland .... 2735 2962 

Total 9561 7825 

Maj, for Dennison, 1,786. 

XIV. Den. Ran. 

Ashland 1834 1914 

Lorain 8391 1689 

Medina 2413 1457 

Wayne 2944 8285 

Total 10583 8345 

XV. Den, Ran. 
Coshocton . . , 2193 2461 

Holmes 1241 1364 

Knox 2603 2.V18 

Tuscarawas,. 2S31 2778 

Total SS73 9736 

Maj. for Ranney, 863, 
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omo. 

^GOVERNOR— (foiiJinufti.) 

ZHit'irts. Hi-ft. Hun. 
XVI. DennlBiin.RAnnev. 

Morgan 1835 13(i3 

Muskingum... 860-t 8467 
Washington.. 2193 1781 

Total 7637 ' 6556! 

Haj. for Dennbon, 1,081. 



MICniGAK 
CHIEF JUSTICE-(awi<f(I.) J 



XVII. 


Den. 


Ron, 




22SO 


2591 


Quemsey, . . . 


2103 


1663 




757 


1585 




1448 


1855 


Total 


6583 


7194 


Maj. for Kanney, 606. 


xviir. 


Den. 


Ran. 




2620 


2038 




8T23 


4005 


Summit 


2560 


1734 




8905 


7777 


Maj. for Dennison, 1,128. 


XIX. 


Den, 


Rair. 


Cuyahoga . . . 


5S34 


4115 




1881 


529 




180T • 


633 


Total 7 


9522 


6182 


Maj. for Dennison, 4,340. 


XX. 


Den. 


Ran. 


Ashtabula . . . 


8737 


1049 


Mahoning ... 


2424 


2041 


TmmbuU 


8143 


1791 


Total 


9304 


4SS1 


Mnj. for Dennison, 4,423. 


xxr. 


Den. 


Run. 


Carroll 


1600 


1255 


Columbiana... 


3125 


2235 


Harrison .... 


17(U 


1334 


Jefferson 


2294 


1S22 





Rep. 


Prm. 


III. 


Martin. 


Felcb. 


Kalamazoo 


.. 2320 


1518 


Kent 


.. 73 


2448 




32 


Montcalm . 


.. 469 


814 




287 


245 






182 






1070 


Van Buren. 


.. 1698 


1307 



INDIANA. 

CONGRESS-<Ci)n«nu«J.) 

Dintriett. Rfp. Dent. 
III. Dunn, Hughes. 

'Lawrence.... 1095 8S0 

.'Monroe 1075 964 

.Switzerland.. 1121 1083 



Total... . 22804 17337 
Maj. for Martin, 6,467. 

Felcb. 



IV. Martta, 

! Alpena 88 

Bay. 146 

Cheboygan.. 1 
! Chippewa.... 40 

I Emmett 21 

I Genesee 2122 

; Gr'd Traverse 285 
, Houghton... 152 

I Ingham 1861 

'Iosco 43 

, Isabella 42 

Lapeer 1476 

'Mackinac... 27 

; Macomb 1932 

I Manistee 82 

' Manitou 14 

I Marquette.... 120 

Midland 123 

' Oakland 8479 

I Ontonagon . . 154 

I Saginaw. 989 

• Sanilac 908 

iSMawasse ... 1160 

, St. Clair 1932 

> Tuscola 621 



184 
331 
86 
147 
1576 
387 
878 
1719 
4 
25 
1098 
358 
1671 
47 
23 
159 
16 
8396 
141 
911 
817 
3039 
1563 
299 



Total 87S3 

Slaj. for Dennison, 2,0S7. 

TOTAL VOTE OP TUE STATU. 

l>ennLson, Hep.,.. . . 184,502 
Ranney, Dein., 171,266 

Maj. for Dennison, 13,230 1 



Total 17707 " 15100 ; 

Maj. for Martin, 2,607. 

TOTAL VOTE OF THE STATE. 

Martin, Hep., 65,916 

6096 1 I^elch, I>em., 63,661 

Maj. for Martin, 



12,286 



MicMgan-1859, 

CHIEF JU.STIOK. 

Dittiicta. Rep Pern. 

I. Mirtln. Fclrh. 

Jackson 2T02 2321 

Livingston... 1713 3810 

Washtenaw., 3231 80SS 

Wayne 3S94 4212 



Total 11540 31431 < 

Maj. for Martin, 109. 

IL Martin. Felrh, 

Branch 2191 3221 

Casa 1513 3276 

Hillsdale ... 2643 3501 

Lenawee .... 3S65 2537 

Monroe 1714 1350 

Bt. Joseph ... 1934 1423 



Indiana— 1858. 

CONGRESS. 

Petn. 
Miblock. 
3032 
3317 
1021 
3206 
865 
612 
1809 
907 
1163 
1097 



DiHrkd. Rr.p. 
I. *Hovov, 

' Daviess 734 

Dubois 191 

Gibson 1073 

Kno-x 1042 

' Martin 441 

, Pike 569 

' Posey 1299 

Spencer .... 1210 
Vanderburgh. 3846 
Warrick 542 



Total 8946 10329 

Maj. for Niblack, 1,883. 



Total 13S05 9813 

Maj. for Martin, 4,052. 



) II. 
) Clark . . 

( Crawford .... 6:}3 

\ Floyd 1.585 

SIL-irrison 3367 

) Orange 611 

Perry 601 

Scott 656 

Washington.. 1102 



Wilaon. SdrIIiIi. 
3329 3446 



716 
1429 
1493 
994 
9S5 
708 
3522 



nr. Martin. F»Ifh. 

AUagan 1293 1390 

Barry 1535 943 

Berrien 1816 1941 < 

Calhoun 2915 2003) 

Clinton 14.32 1131 ') 

Eaton 17.58 1332 J 

Or.itlot 449 241 ) 

Ionia 1SS7 1223 ' 



Total. 



8885; 

Carr, A. L. Dem., 1,482. 
Dunn over Hughes, 978. 

IV. Hai'kleman. Holman. 

Dearborn.... 1472 2885. 

: Decatur 1672 1444 < 

.Franklin 12M 2385 > 

' Ohio 424 492 

I Ripley 1331 1464 

'Rush 1643 1555 



Total 7856 94251 

Moj. for Holman, 1,669. 

V. Kileore. Devlin. 

; Delaware 3293 738; 

Fayette 1069 933, 

Henry 1956 912 ( 

Randolph.... 1572 1058; 

Union 743 640 1 

Wayne 2760 1665 ( 



Total 9383 6921! 

Maj. for Kilgore, 8,462. 

VI. Porter. Rav. 

Hancock.... 876 1040 

Hendricks.... 1662 1174 

[Johnson .... 1114 1415 

Marlon 8956 8064 

Morgan 1690 1402 

: Shelby 3579 3681 



INDIANA. 

CONGRESS— (CoiitintijtZ.) 

X>iftriit3. Rep. Pern. 

X. Case. DawBon, 

Noble 1278 1080 

Steuben 1318 441 

Whitley 776 866 

Total 10780 9417 

Maj. for Case, 1,863. 

XI. Pettlt. Coffrotli. 

Adams 474 S42 

Blackford.... 261 879 

Grant 1297 973 

Hamilton 1471 3003 

Howard 3009 622 

Huntington.. 1238 3895 

Jay 847 772 

Madison 3209 1451 

Tipton 505 627 

Wabash 1797 1126 

WelU 670 848 

Total .10748 10088 

Maj. for Pettit, 710, 

ACOnEGATE VOTE OF STATE. 
Repiihlinmii. 

Sec. State.. Veella. . .304828 
Auditor.. . .Lange. . .305498 
5rVea««rer..Harper..l05416 

Att'y Gen...Oito 106757 

^yw^./wAyoung,. .105034 
Uemneriitn. 

Sec. 6'<a<a..McClure,307409 
Auditor.. . . Dodd. . , .307242 
^Veasitrer .Cun'g'm.307634 
AtPy Gen. .McDon'd 307291 
S.Fub.Ina.HuBs ...307930 
• Antl-LecomptOQ Democrata, 



Total 30776 9716; 

Maj. for Porter, 3060. 

VII. KDavIi. Socreit. 

Clay 812 709 

Greene 1266 ■1112 

Owen 1190 759 

Parke 1795 607 

Putnam 3820 3666 

Sullivan 3122 1100 

VermllUon... 907 516 

Vigo 1951 1226 



Total 30893 76S4 

Maj. for Davis, 8,809. 

VIII, "Wilson. Blake. 

'Boone 3500 33S0 

; Carroll 3385 1382 

Clinton 3134 3346 

Fountain .... 3680 1626 

; Montgomery.. 3936 39S9 

.Tippecanoe.. 2441 2021 

! Warren 3002 643 



Illinois-1858. 

CONGRESS. 

Dlfii ids. Rep, Doiiff. 
I. Wsehhurne. Briglit 

Boone 3704 Sf" 

Carroll 3137 

Jo Daviess... 3983 

Lake 3677 

McHenry 2224 

Ogle 2092 

Stephenson.. 2140 
Winnebago . . 2899 

Total. 



250 
1476 

620 
1081 

815 
1489 

434 



Totsl 11023 10337 

Maj. for Wilson, 641. 

IX. Colfar. 

Benton 279 

Cass 1527 

Fulton 883 

Jasper 643 

lAke 3063 

Laporte 2789 

Marshall 3215 

Miami 3551 

Porter 3346 

Pulaski 420 

St. Joseph... 2067 

Starke 144 

White 809 



.35831 6467 
Jackson, A.Z.D., 870. 
Washburne over Bright, 
59,354. 

$ (II. Famsworlh, 

Cook 30103 

{Tie Kalb 2067 

JDuPage 3280 

>Kane 3172 

^ Lee 3038 

i Rock Island.. 1542 
Walker. ) WWteside. . . . 1990 

204/ 

1477! 
927 

4s3; 

ml 

2224 
3122? 
3619 ' 
3025 
552 i 
1580 
185 
756 



D.ver. 
8273 

612 

496 
1321 

689 
1802 

700 



Total 21797 33198 

, Blackman, .4./;.Z).,701. 
( F'worth over Dyer, 8,599. 



Total 7434 9293 i 

Maj. for English, 1,859. 

III. Dunn. HuchM. 

Bartholomew. 3340 1227 

Brown 253 54S 

Jackson 773 3249 

Jefferson .... 2373 3491 
Jennings .... 1323 943 



Total 34M3 126301 

Maj. for Colfax, 1,981. 

X. Cats. Dawsnn. 

( Allen 39« 2707 

)De Kalb 3047 3157 

} Elkhart 3971 3C49 

aiosclusco.... 3584 3057 

'La Grange... 3062 400 



III. Lowjov. Armstronir. 




2546 


607 


Champaign . . 


3271 


900 




992 


765 




999 


715 




3199 


744 


Kankakee . . . 


1366 


852 




3428 


405. 




4040 


8488 


Livingston.. . . 


986 


794 




2570 


2155 




582 


299 


Vermillion.. . . 


3661 


3326 




2678 


2193 



Total 22313 34983 

Le Key, ^. /;./>., 3,328. 
L'joy over Armst'g, 7,325. 



ELECTION RETURNS-ILLINOIS, WISCONSIN, OREGON tND IOWA. 24Y 



JLLimiS. 

OONGRESS-(rV)ii«n,/(vZ.) 

Dhtricls. Kiyp. i>em. 
_ IV. Kellore. Davidson. , 

Pulton 2980 8224 1 

Henry 2243 1101 

Knox 2965 18201 

Marshall .... 1203 1054' 

Mason 822 1038 1 

Mercer 1419 893 > 

I'eorla 2001 2628' 

Stark 929 534; 

Tazewell .... 17S8 1960' 

Warren 1732 14<16: 

Woodford... 811 11521 



Total 194S7 16860 

Gale, A.L.J)., 5^. 
Kellogg over D'son, 2,627. 

V. Grlnishnw, lIorrlH. 

Adams 8004 3280 

Brown 690 849 

Calhoun 171 507 

Hancock 2054 2234 

Henderson ..1001 755 

McDonald . . . 1774 1944 

?ike J991 2471 

Schuyler 1063 1489 

Total.. .. 11613 18529 
Davis, A.L.I)., 504. 
Morris over G'shaw, 1,881 

^ Vr. Matheny. Harris. 

Cas.s 743 1068 

Christian S91 923 

Greene 765 1517 

Jersey 574 1059 

Macoupin.... 1(115 2093 

Menard 780 851 

Morgan 1789 2054 

Mont(?omery.. 786 1222 

Sangamon . . . 28't3 8010 

Scott (150 1002 

Shelby 650 1394 

Total .. . 11040 16193 
McConnell, A.L D., 277. 
Harris over Math'y, 4,547. 

Vir. Oglesbv. Uoblniinn. 

Clay 424 712 

Clark 1076 1405 

Coles 1859 1578 

Cumberland. . 4S8 696 

Crawford 093 922 

Edgar 1440 1431 

Eflingham.... 214 603 

Fayette 605 842 

Jasper 459 619 

Lawrence.... 455 662 

Logan 1315 fl74 

Macon II68 939 

Moultrie 513 670 

Piatt 546 480 

Richland 499 755 

Total 11700 1358S 

Baldwin, A.L.D.,S(3. 
R'son over Oglcsby, 1,823. 

Vlir. Bailor. Foiikp. 

Bond 731 700 

Clinton 877 883 

Jefferson 2S3 1193 

Madison 2054 2185 

Marion 575 1143 

Monroe 569 1149 

Randolph.... 017 1090 

St. Clair 246t 2058 

Washington.. 435 1090 

Total 8410 11490 

Hope, A.L.D., 198. 
Fouke over Raker, 8,080. 

IX. Phillips, topiir. 

Alexander . . 41 878 

Kdwards 895 267 

Franklin 19 1030 

Gallatin 207 815 

Hamilton..., 6 1155 



ILLINOIS. 

CONGRESS— (Coii/inu«?.) 
Dift'icts. 
„ IX- Phillips. Loftnn 

Hardin 48 

Jackson 79 

Johnson 7 

Massac 15 

Perry 474 

Pope 18 

Pulaski 67 

Saline 8 

Union 65 

Wabash 896 

White 611 

Williamson .. 43 

Wayne 804 



mSCONSIN. 

GOVEBNOK-(Con<iiiue(7.) 

itr,: \ ^''•Iricis. Vep. Dim. 

Phillips. Loenn. ? II. KanJnlL Hobart. 



^ , II. 

850^ Dunn 192 

1225 iEau Claire... 820 

1157) Grant 2496 

750^ Green 1726 

798 > Iowa 14.54 

774 \ Jackson 493 

689 > Juneau 1060 

1143 ) La Crosse.... 1219 
819; Lafayette.... 1102 
623 ) Lapointe .... 72 

1250 ) Marathon 206 

1554 ^Monroe 989 

1195 1 Pepin 482 

) Pierce 506 

Total 2796 15878 \ Polk 161 

Parish, A.L.D., 144. i Portage 743 

Logan over Phillips, 13,082. ? Richland .... 745 

For Superin't of Public ? 

* • " ■ - ^ St. Croix 516 



866 

Wood 235 



175 
233 
1715 
1141 
1820 
293 
874 
1034 
1514 
109 
609 
678 
255 
805 
141 
682 
647 
1578 
660 
799 
134 
280 



Total. 



27191 21080 



Slaj. for Randall, 6,111. 



) Green Lake 
\ Jefferson .... 
) Kewaunee . . . 
> Manitowoc. . . 

\ Marquette.. . . 

S Oconto 3.53 

; Ozaukee 627 



8214 
1453 
2327 
167 
704 
586 



Instruction, Bateman, Hep., < ^roix 516 

received 124,556 votes ; ) 1669 

French, Doug., 122,418 ; ^ ^''""Peleau 
Reynolds, liudi., 5,173. 

For Treas'r, Miller, Eep., \ 
received 125,430; Fondey, > 
Doxiylaa Dem., 121,609 ; > 
Dougherty, BiMWn J)6m.,\ HI. Randall. 

6,071. 5 Brown 423 

} Calumet 518 

THE VOTE FOR« < Columbia. . . . 2595 

LINCOLN AND DOUGLAS, g^^f^ ; 

At this election, Messrs. > Fond du Lac. 
Lincoln and Douglas can- 
vassed the State for U. S. 
Senator, to be chosen by the 
Legislature then elected ; 
^ and while Mr. Douglas car- 
) ricd a majority of the Legis- 
lature, Mr. Lincoln had the 
popular vote. The aggre- 
gate vote of the State for i o'lawanaw, 
members of the Legislature \ Sheboygan. . 
was as follows : \ Washington . 

Lincoln, i?s/j.,... 124,698 
Douglas, i?e»».,.. 121,190 
£ueh. Dem., and 
Scattering, .... 4,683 

Lincoln over Douglas, 8,608. 

In Five Districts of the. 
State there were no Repub- i Randall, Rep 
lican Candidates for the ( 

Legislature In these five) 

Districts, the Republican \ Maj. for Randall, . 8957 
State Ticket received 677 > 

votes, which, added to the \ 

vote of Mr. Lincoln (to which \ 
they clearly belong), makes $ 
his m;!jority in this State, ( 
over Douglas, 4,085. I 



{ Outagamie. 
/ Shawanaw., 



) Waupacca. 
I Waushara . . 
^ Winnebago . 

Total 



434 
, 105 
1772 

684 
1167 
1126 
2235 



Hobnrt. 
1066 
678 
1646 
8856 
78 
2530 
662 
2512 
567 
2134 
792 
446 
1577 
733 
87 
1839 
2106 
624 
8S0 
1570 



24113 25883 
Maj. for Hobart, 1,770. 

TOTAL VOTE OF THE STATE. 

, 6.S405 

Hobart, 2)eOT 59508 



Oregoii-1859. 

CONGRESS. 



Wisconsin— 1859. 

GOVERNOR. 



Dittridii. lien. :>cm. 

Rnnitall Hobart. 



I. 



Kenosha 1821 906 

Milwaukee... 2811 62515 

Racine 2111 16:34? 

Walworth 8133 1459 ^ 

Waukesha. . 2785 2295^ 

Total 12161 12515 s 

Mnj. for Hobart, 384. ' 

. , II. RandalL Hobart. 

Adams 694 

Bad Ax 995 

Buffalo 264 

Chippewa 156 

Clarke 71 

Crawford .... 619 

Dane 8727 

Douglas si 



Counties. Ri-p. 

Losan. 

Benton 222 

Clackamas . . 880 

Clotsop 54 

Columbia &i 

Coos 62 

Curry 54 

Douglass 839 

Jackson 218 

Josephine ... 211 

Lane 533 

Linn 602 

Marion 1062 

Multnomah . . 563 

Polk 254 

Tillamook ... 10 

Umpqua 133 

Wasco 115 

Washington.. 856 

Yamhill 412 



Total 6631 

Maj. for Stout, 89. 



stout. ' 
422 
379 

84 1 
72; 

63: 

87 

495 : 

603 
411 
535 
723 
296 
434; 
284 I 
51 
43; 
255 I 
201 
818 

66701 



Iowa— 1859. 

GOVERNOR. 



Diftiicts. 


Jim. 


J>em. 


I. Klrkwood. Sodirei 




120 


76 




177 


122 


Audubon . . . . 


68 


60 


Appanoose .. 


627 


985 


Cass 


179 


153 


Clarke 


462 


851 




6:J0 


448 




717 


1142 




890 


771 


Desmolnes.... 


1704 


1923 




293 


604 




257 


260 


Harrison .... 


29r 


851 




1596 


998 




940 


705 


Jefferson .... 


1283 


1192 




1025 


1043 




2159 


2392 




956 


679 




521 


467 




651 


729 


Mahaska . . . . 


1212 


1187 




1256 


1483 




262 


245 




749 


665 


Montgomerj'., 


125 


115 




877 


833 




1073 


1048 


Potawatomie. 


295 


600 


Poweshiek . . . 


595 


411 


Ringgold .... 
Shelby 


260 


125 


78 


96 


Tavlor 


804 


257 




151 


198 


Van Burcn... 


1397 


1102 




1016 


1260 




937 


609 


AVashington.. 


1203 


946 


Wayne 


416 


535 




26765 



Maj. for Dodge, 92. 



ir. Klrkwnod. Dodirp. 


Allamakee. . 


743 


1025 




914 


732 


Black Hawk. 


815 


550 




293 


413 


Bremer 


417 


433 


Buchanan. . . . 


816 


570 


Buena Vista. . 


2 


6 


Butler. 


474 


246 




17 


17 




30 


80 




1153 


1002 


Cerro Gordo., 


117 


72 


Cherokee... , 


13 




Chickasaw,,, 


439 


80S 


Clay 


3 


9 




1030 


1429 




1605 


1521 


Crawford . . . . 


45 


65 




844 


894 


Dickinbon..., 


81 


15 


Dubuque .... 


'.751 


8153 




13 


5 


Fayette 


•-102 


849 


Floyd 


495 


231 


Franklin 


201 


51 




126 


146 


Grundv 


110 


17 


Hamilton.... 


193 


105 




19 


14 


Hardin 


645 


453 




336 


2V9 


Humboldt . . , 


49 


29 


Ida 


4 


8 




765 


549 




12T3 


1477 




1603 


1395 




1161 


1153 




75 


87 


Linn 


1771 


1345 


Mar.shall .... 


795 


442 


Mitchell 


516 


204 


Monona . . , . 


105 


105 


Muscatine . . , 


1457 


1861 



248 



A POLITICAL TEXT-BOOK FOR 1860. 



IOWA. 

GOVERNOR— (Continittidl.) 

Sifirids. Hep. Vem. 
II, Kirkwood. Dodge. 

Palo Alto.... S 44 

Plymouth.... 24 11 

Pocahontas . . 16 17 

Sac 28 8T 

Scott 220S 1625 

Story 895 868 

Tama 500 295 

Webster 252 883 

"Winnebago . . 11 24 

Winneshiek.. 1022 771 

Woodbury... 133 163 

Worth 93 26 

Wright 80 62 

Total 29741 26556 

' Maj. for Kirkwood, 8,185. 

TOTAL VOTE OP THB STATB. 

Kirkwood, Tilep., .... 56404 
i>odge, 2>e7w., 63311 

Maj. for Kirkwood, 8093 



MINNESOTA. 

GOVERNOR— (Cb)iJin«<d.) 

Vistrictik Hep. Vtm. 

Ramsey. Becker. 

Kice 1045 823 

Scott 552 017 

Sherburne... 181 63 

Sibley 8C8 626 

Stearns 875 660 

Steele 448 178 

Todd No return. 

Wabashaw... 798 512 

Waseca 859 254 

Washington.. 953 707 

Winona 1209 814 

Wright 679 265 

Carlton, 1 

St. Louis, V... 83 119 
Lake, ) 

Total.. .. 21885 17683 
Maj. for Ramsey, 8,762. 

LZGISLATDRK 

Sekatb . Rep., 23 ; Dem., IS ; 

Independent, 1. 
HoDSB..Rep., 58; Dem., 22. 



CALIFORNIA. 
GOVERNOR— (Cbntmuetl.) 



Hinnesota— 1859. 

GOVERNOR. 

Counlia. Rep. Dem. 

RatnWT. Becker. 

Anoka 883 165! 

Benton 143 94 

Blue Earth.. 734 560 

Brown 843 800 

Carver 473 524 ! 

Cass No return. 

Chisago 234 156 

Crow Wing. . , 8 55 1 

Dakota 1007 1056 

Dod?e 593 444 

Farribault... 210 109 

Fillmore 1399 1171 

Freeborn .... 488 227 

Goodhue 1220 7061 

Hennepin . . . 2013 1117 

Houston 675 716 

IsantL No return. 

Jackson 21 18 

Eannabec ... 9 6 
Kandiyohi... 19 8; 

Le Sueur 677 625 1 

Slanomin No return. 1 

Martin 18 10 ] 

McLeod 19? 95 1 

Meeker 147 103 : 

Mille Lac Xo return. 

Monongalia.. 47 80^ 

Morrison 89 115 

Mower 412 4?3 ; 

Nicollett 424 227 ^ 

Olmsted 1119 777 1 

Pine 6 28 ; 

Pembina No return. ' 

Ramsey 14S5 17731 

RenviUe 8 87: 



Stanford. Latham. Currey. 




43 


2159 


1303 


Solano.... 


S8 


1172 


827 


Sonoma. . . 


64 


1981 


1148 


Stanislaus. 


13 


889 


106 


Sutter .... 


87 


695 


159 


Tehama . . 


85 


770 


92 


Trinity ... 


4 


12S5 


829 


Tulare and 


}" 


821 


68 


B'na Vista 




Tuolumne 


969 


8723 


787 




66 


757 


668 


Yuba 


487 


2442 


1471 



Califoniia— 1859. 

GOVERNOR. 

CbunliM. Rfp. Dmn. A.L.T), 
Stanford. Latham. Currey. 

Alameda.. 299 1066 664 

Amador... 282 2023 985 

Butte 854 1915 1666 

Calaveras. 85 8275 1891 

Colusa ... 15 541 166 

Con'a Costa 41 805 878 

Del Norte. IS 893 126 

El Dorado. 403 8096 2413 

Fresno.... 1 869 11 

Humboldt 83 397 872 

Klamath.. 1 607 120 

Los Ang'ls 220 1916 49 

Marin.... 67 467 75 

Mariposa. 8 1463 212 

Mendocino 11 780 85 

Merced.... 1 231 82 

Monterey.. 46 495 175 

Napa 14 810 905 

Nevada... 5S1 31S5 2534 

Placer.... 896 8226 1117 

Plumas... 193 882 649 

Sacram'to. 223 8526 2678 

SanlJern'o 89 fr32 6 

San Diego. 17 259 1 

SanFran'o3027 4747 2943 

San Joa'in 209 1S06 673 

S.LuIsOb'o 30 284 80 

San Mateo 105 420 413 

Santa B'ra 85 431 — 

Santa Clara 626 14'J7 867 

Santa Cruz 150 499 451 

Shasta.... 8 1456 432 

Sierra.... 295 2814 1666 



Total.. 10110 62255 81298 
Latham over C'rey, 80957 ; 
over both, 20347. 

AGGREGATE VOTE ON OTHER 
STATB OFFICERS. 
llep\ihUmn». 
Lt. Gov. . . .Kennedy, 11148 
Cwwma ..Baker-.. 41488 
" Sibley,... 801 
Sup, <7<M<r<.Shafter. . 11799 

Vemoerali. 
Lt. (7m.... Downey,. 59051 
0(»igre88 . .Burch . . . 57665 
" Scott.... 56998 
Sup. CourtCope .... 69397 

Anii-lecmnplon DemocrnU. 
Lt. (?oo....Conness.. 31051 
Congress . .Booker . . 2969 
" McKibben48474 
Sup. Court.Sptagae.. 30978 

Baker, Jtep., was generally 
supported by the Anti-Lc 
compton Democrats, and 
McKibben by the Republi- 
cans. 



South Carolina. 

There is no opposition to 
what is termed the Regular 
Democracy in this State, and 
no officers are elected by the 
entire vote of the State, the 
Governor and State ollicers, 
as well as the Presi<lential 

, Electors, being chosen by 

■ ihe Legislature. 



Alabama. 

An Election was held in 
this State In 1859, for Go- 
vernor, Conffressmen and 
Legislature, in which the 
opposition to the regular 
) Democracy claimed the suf- 
1 .T«ges of the people, on the 



ALABAMA. 

grounds of greater devotion 
to the interests of the South, 
but exhibited only a feeble 
show of strength, Andrew B. 
Moore, regular Dem., being 
reelected Governor over 
Wm. F. Samford, Independ- 
ent, by about 20,000 major- 
ity. The Regulars also car- 
ried the entire Delegation in 
Congress ; the only close 
contest being in the Third 
(Montgomery) Dist., where 
Clopton, Regular Dem., beat 
Judge, Independent, by 214 
majority. 

ICississippi. 

An Election was held in 
this State for Governor, 
State Officers, and Congress- 
men, in 1859, which resulted 
in the success of the Demo- 
cracy by more than three to 
one, Pettus, Dem., for Go- 
vernor, receiving 84,559 
votes to 10,308 for Walter, 
Indenendent. The Demo- 
cratic Candidates for other 
State Officers ran ahead of 
Mr. Pettus. For Congress 
there was hardly a show of 
opposition to the Demosira- 
tic candidates. 



Plorida. 

The last general Electior 
in this State was for Con- 
gress, in 185S, when both 
candidates were Democrats. 
Hawkins, the regular Demo- 
crat, receiving 6,405 votes, 
and Westcott, Independent 
Dem., 4,070. 



Arbansas. 

Tlicre is not sufficien 
opposition to the Ucgula 
Democracy in this State t/- 
create the slightest interes 
in the elections. At the la* 
election for Congressnier 
(1S58) in the First District, 

! lllndman, Deni., received 
18,255 votes, to 2,853 for 
Crosby, Independent; and, 
in the Second District, Uust, 
Dem., received 16,.302 to 

: 8,114 for Jones, and 3,452 
for Drew, Indepo.ulent can- 
didates. 



